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o T T : & LETTERS

Thexre is ne more drametic, compelling, dialectiezl way to sve what both
the''Shift in Global Politics and the leed for o Thilozophy of Revolution"is, today,
thon to review the last yeor's objective/cubjective events through the ten isoues
of Mews & Letters that this Morxist-Humonist organizaticn of workers ond intellec—
tuels hes produced circe we lagt met hore in. Convention one yeor cge today. There
is not a cingle cvent of cignificance anywhere in the world that you will not find
there =- vhether & world-cheking svent like the Ironion meveolution, which every
redical orgmizetion was instontly anclyzing, or whether o simple hearing in De-
treit on sexuzl herassment, which not another Lef't orgonization even considered
wvorth "ecovering'. ‘e could tcke ony iscue ond see the totaliity of the forces ond
reason of revelution in esch., Or we covld take some one subject -~ like Iron --
vhich has oppecved in one way or ancther-in every icscue this entire year, ond sec
both the objective global political developments and, in just the different forma
in which Iran hes oppeared, some of She subjective orgonizaiionnl developments for.
us,

) In our Ootober icpuc, Iran cppeored in the form of an article by one of
the Irordan ntudents our Lot Angeles Commitice was working with, about the vieious
clubbing of the students thore who wore protoasting the 1ics imerican newspopers
were printing about their revolution ot hoie. : "

o . . . In Hoverber sand Deeomber, we devotod
the Fditorial, ond then-the Lead, o the wcport mnd omalysis of the ever-pore mos-
give revolt in Iran, not ceporatcd from the Two oxlds, where we printed the lottor
on "Iran's Revolutioncxry Past and Present" thed Raye hed token time from wevk on
the now book to.oend to the Editowr, : .

_ , C . By the Jonunry-Februoky issue we verc cble to
srmounce that the Letter had, at once, been trenslated into Fowsi by Iranien otu-
dentc, Indecd, it was our first picce of literature with our new address on i,
and wes brought to our yeor-ond Exponded REDR in person, by a vigitor on his woy to
tho: eye of tho storm, ‘ ' ’ T ‘

ind by Moxch we hed the first of our cye-wiitneas roports, di-
reot from Iran, by en Iranion Morxict-liumenist, on the new fermn of organization -
being created by the mosses in motion as the revolutionnry ferces now foced the
guostion, viih e ouster of tho Shch, of not only whnt thoy vore ogoinst, but whet.
they were for, ’

It was thet come issue that printed our bect eowioon of the year, at the
time when 21l others wewe hailing Khomeini, There is not a oingle scetiod of the
paper that was not "part" of the woy Irom cntered our proxis. Our Youth columnist
wrote on vhy the vanguardict U,3, Loft utoed cloof from jolning demonctrations. hore
vhich it could not sct the ground for and control. Ul-iil devoted almost thedr on-
tire opace the noxt- iscue to the mognificont Internabionol Vomen's Doy demonctraw
tiong of the Ironion women who were challonging that xevolution to bo totsl or to
fail — ond to the suppori domonsirations around the ontire world.

The highpoint
coemo, of course, in Moy, when we were able to print cxecxpis from the Political-
Philosophic Lotter Reyn hed written — in fect, hod deloycd writing until after she
Tod & chonco fo dicoucs with cnother visitor hic own Marxict-lumonist proparation
for whot he waz obout to experienco. Indoad, thot is dizectly velatod te how we
have had 211 theso cyc-witneos reports direct from Iran in overy iecue since. JAnd
how it io thet we hove so many fricnds with us today, to Join with us in discusalin
our own Porspoctivou and the Ameriean revelution-to~be. -
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LE the LER meeting vhere ihe fizct dmelt of it Dwpenization/HEL report
was discussed, Royo presentoed the concopt that sophy con be contained
in the four Vi — VHO, \ELT, \HERE, WM. fAnd woe coula cerininly go through cvery
cingle irpertont objective world develeptint, cvery Voot ond Vhere end Who, whethos
China-Vietnom or Black Revolt; whethor the HNiZdlo-Dast or the fnii-Tueloar, anti-
MAT enti-droft movenent; vhether licoocgun or werkors! sivikes; vhether the Pope
in Mexico or Roboimik in Polend and Chicogo —— ond soo it represcubed in these fen
izsues,

s -Cr we could toke thd questior: of lhen —— ond chow thot when the Chine—
Vietnon events broke over the world, too luate for o serious srticle en our poaper
elrendy going to precs,we were able to cchicve something totnlly new by the od thot
wes not only on the question ™ALL Chino~Vieinon Triggexr = Ruccia-China Wax?" but
even mor: on esgsay on the reletion of philesophy to orgenisation to paper.

: , : ind that
fhen the cctual englysis of Chine's invesion of Vietnem and its globzl implications -
did oppear the following izoue, co fost do objective events crupt, that what the
world had then hod thrust.upon it wes the -fhxee Mile Islond nonr-dicester.  Lgain,
our /pril icsue wos alroady 2ff the press. But we-were able to write 2 loaflct at
once that necded enly to cxecerpt from Felix Hartin'c colirhn ( o letter written to
Deborsh who had been acked to spook on labor ot an enti-nucleor conferonce ond had
acked our co-editor to write her his ideac on what to present}; from Jim Mill's
Youth column (and oo part of his cetivity in the anti-nucleer movement, he had
been moved to moké 2 sherp critique of both the onti-nuke mevement ond the entire
Loft for feiling 4o eateh the rcvelt from below, mnd had oo well caught the inter-
notional links by wreiting of Gzechoslovokia's Charter 77 oxpuce of two corious oc-
cidonts in thot country), Foot importent of oll, nonc of thic was seporoted from
the cpeeinl ottention drown to thoit fundamontal onoelysis of the Chino~Vieinom con-
flict ond the nuclcar holoctuok that threotens oll of hupaenity, /nd oll of thic
juct "hoppencd’ To be in our tiny cight page poper —— bofore Three Mile Ioland
had hoppened, : ' - .

- Tut the most cignificont Vhen of the entize yuor come with the Nay igste,
the coarefully-plonned 12 peger thot wes to hove o special weviow-cooly by indy,
btut which the objective rituation following Three Milo Islend: AND tho subjective
situetion following the classes we hod beon heving in Philogophy ond Rovolution
demandod be chonged, It is very importomt to enteh thiz. Roye's maeting with the

PIC on that May isocue corie during the very weck ©.she  was working out hor fourth
and fincl class of the sories in Philocophy ond Rovelution. The trath ig that it
wes not the objective situation clone, but the interpenctration of o‘bjuctivc/ gube
jeetive dovelopments thot morked the veginning of 2 now stoge in our own devalop~
nent that would demond that M&L oc poper be -- and be recomized by any reader as—
the publication of Nows ond Lotters Commitiees. o

It iz not simple "oxganimational conseiouoncast that we are talking cbout.
In the very first igouc oftor our ilast eonvention il Two djerlds o dcvsisd promie
nently to o very new kind of rcport on the lews ond Letteors Convention ac phileso-
phy and orgmnizotion, o have found mony weys to bring our organization into or-
tieles, writing as porticipontc, mentioning oux cormitteen by neme, as activiots
and thinkers., The UL-lgL Committee hac perhaps done this more conasistently than
any othor scetion of the paper, Yet, just conrider that in the very isouc whore
we eculd truly have shewn ourselves, nol only ag initictors of the Vayne support
domonctration fer the Irenian women, but ac tho ones who saved the doy, and blis-
tered the counter—rovolutionorics who tried to breok Lt up by denending vhey ancwex -
the all-important quection of the wevolutien: "We're for freodom, vhat the hell axc
you for?" == it wos alnost totally nissed, Or toke the fact that the Now York
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VI=W & L Committee was the enky one thel hud been obtle 0 translate into a lcaf-
let form the very pe.r:ig'_r::'nn thet the Tranion mole rov Vol :clmary *nol- b r:k with h-ms
feeling inot 1% hud opened wp for Lim bl wiwic visiun ol

meant, as communication betucen the ages, between i ::nnt.:.n.eni..;, ond hetween men
and women. Yet, greal as that leaflet was, consiller vhol o few simple lines more
could hove added -— to say that fthe insemoeticnal cunport of all -- mnen, women
and children —- wac needed, and then to add comcthing as simpiec as “Leorn more
about what you con do,.." and then give cur orgonizetion's nmae and address.

But, imporfont o5 oll these things cre, thot is rot \1-1‘ »+ Neyats meeting
with the Philocophic=Teclhnical Committee was discussing ac the chonges that the ob-
jective sltuction demonded in May, It was ‘o have NEL 2o poper become a unifying
foree tying together our nrgonizotionnl activitics 2nd our rhilesophic foundations
a6 inseparcble one from the other, Thus, it was not only the mmber of xeports
of 2ll our activities in the sati-muclear movement and the great picture of our
unigue banner, or even thelr unifiecation with on expanded Editorial and a2 Two
Worlds from our living history archives that together projected Narxisi-Humaniom

a totcl philesophy —— but the totelity of that ontire icsue where none of this
vas separated frem the PPL on Iran, the lebor dimension and the Blaek dimension,
both ot home and internctionally. It ic o tremendous issue,  And yoi —— the proof
that it was still just the beginning con be seen in the simple fack th;.t the "Who
Ve Lre" statement was simply reinperted as alweys, though it wac thot statement
that -Raya stresced the most, asking thot the sentence which pointed out that we de
net pepercte moos cetivities fromthe ne tivity of thirking be ceen oz o crna‘tivc
togk for develoomont.

It iz not that it would have becn o oimple tack. Indecd the
totoment did not whderge ony recorgenization until it bdcome a tosk for the wholo
pre~plenum discussion, vhen the Uho we are —- or the quention of subjeet-— ond the
Vhat we gtond for ~— the gquestion of object ox contc.nt - did i‘mﬂ'l 1_; bccomc thc

vhilosophic Ws we are trying to groasp. :

The most tell ng “faet of-gll is that the classes — these four clagses
in } “’811 that o1l of uo had proised so highly oo orgonizotionel —— did nod appear in
the pages of &L at all, cxeopt for cne smell ade, e did net oven think of how
we could chore the Syllcbus with our readers,. though we had special diceucsions
cbout it, ond con see by now that —«~ for from it being o "ydeding 1ligit —~- it io '
truly cnotherform of o the Ve Are and Vhat ¢ Stand For. )

has

Uh:,r should it be ge @iffleul$ to woric out this relekionchip we, hove been
struggling co hord to do, betweon nhxloacuh,{ and crgonizotion ond paper? Ion't it
because vhat we are trying to do hos never been done before in 2ll of world history?
When liorx wroto in hia Prefoce to Copitel thot "every begimning is difficuld" it
Wod Huw unly G Chapuel i & booK hioowns tnlling shout .

ihon Morx founded a whole new continent of thought, he included in that
the noping of the new cubject, the now force and reason of revolution, the prole-
tariat; and ot the come time that he colled himnelf ané Fngels "the party" he kept
looking, from the doy he Tinst broke with bourgeois socioty wntil the doy of his
dzath, for the new forms of organization that the wozkerc would creante for them-
telves., He we ¢ olwzyc running to be with the workers, whother that wog the League
of the Juct for whom he wroto end to whom hc delivered the Communist Monifesto; or
the First Internationel, in which thore were so mony difforent tendencienm, but
vhere he could otill be with workers; or whether it woo tho greatest new form of
orgonization -~ and not only of his lifetime == the Porio Qommune, to vwhom He had
cent o young Ruszcion voman revelutionary, ond certainly nct just as on "observexr'.
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But none of thom vore ctrietly Miowrist" ormmnizstionz, none sicxe his own.

The vesy Tirot one thot we v ocued o Lo rn pinletly Nomxiot organizao=
tion, the organination founded ot Loins 1375 by $ro combinctiun ul the W thon=
existing German workers! organizationsz, woo oo riddied with Laspalle's notions that
Marx would have nothing to do with ii, cxecewt to write o blictering critique, which
he unfortunately did not make pudblic - going through the progromme, paragraph by
paragraph, ond oxposing mercilessly a1l the loose terms that, os tinrx put it, "Las-
calle hag put in the place of definite economic coneeptions.” The point is that
vhile lor< never developed o "“theory" of organization, he did alwoys moke his philo-
sophy integral to orgrmisation — ond it iy {hint vhich we hnve been Lrying %o hard
to reereate in o concrete form for cur own ago. lobody Thas ever dona thot before.

Those who follewved larx and colled themselves Merwists, instend, invented
the concept of 2 Party to bring secizliom to the proletarial tnd to crgonize them.
ind it wos Lonin who = I om tompied to soy, unfortunately -—- woc 50 serious that ,
o5 we o1l ¥mow, he roized that idec to the level of theory in his ihot Ig To Be
Done? in 1902, Ve olso know thet in his practice he constontly repudicted the
vanguard concepts he hod enchrined as theory ——-ond nowhere mGIC then after 191k,
vhen his own philosophic reorgonizotion opened up-the mosd profound new concepts
end 21llowed him three yeors Tator to tromszlste Morelu Qivil Wor in Prance — with
its profound understonding of vhat the Paris Commne nmoonk as the philosophic ond
spontancous crgonisationsl foxm for the erention of freely apsecioted Xabor ~ into

~State-ond Revelution ond from theore into ™1l Power to the Soviets" when the 1917
Tussion Revoluiion erupted. R l

Put with o1l that groot roergoninotion ot hin owm philosophy, with oll the
" groat non-voenguordist actions:he praciiced, Lenin did not give one inch on his or-
gonizationsl theory, Indeed, it is that orgenizatiencl omolvalence that is the
root of his philssophic ambivolence. For withoul on arganizotionzl ‘preakthrough,
the greatest theoretical breckthrough on corth, mich ]..ccs a philosophic onc, can-
_not become complete, because.it commot become truly concretizméd —- whether that is
Leonin or Mosc Luxcmburg or us. '

In on.impertont sense, 1908-07 was Luxemburg! o -highpoint. Vhich is not
to say that the period of 1910 +o 191L wos net of greoat importomos, It is certoin-
1y greatly significont to us tedey to gee thot Iuxemburg comsht Koutsky's direction
and hod the Second Interrational's number, so to spesk, four full years before Le-
nin, Put it is also important to ask whot it meons if your thecry fallu short of
totel reorgonizotion? That Luxesburg continued to remain, no matter how great her
theoreticel differcnces, 28 still o foetion in the Germon Socizl Democrocy could
probcobly be counted oo one of history's true trogedies, :

ind Lenin, vho certainly did not only broak with the Socond International,
but @id in proctice repudiate muceh of his venguord partyism, nover mede philosophy
ond orgonizotion integrol in writing undil he wos literally on hic deathbed, in
his Vilt. BDut it took threc full degedes before someone == Royn = finally caught
thot Thot wos whot tho oonence cbout Bukhorin nevor fully underatonding the die-
lectic wos nll cbout. 1t waon't only thet neither Stalin nor Trotcky wanted that
Will modc vublic, 1t wes thet Lenin did not meke it excetiy easy to catch. thot
thin critienl thread to Morx's philosophy of xrevelution, .

vhet I om trying to soy is that the theoratical void loft by Lenin could
be centinued by Trotsky, while the Fourth Intcrnationsl turncd out to be 2 atill-
birth, becouse cll could accept the 1902 concent o6 if thet wore Lenin's truo -or-
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ganizational legacy, And the vary fiwzst begimning of the end of the void did net
core until 1941, vhon Nayn's breal: with Pretully wos maxiced ¥ hetk the dovelopment
of a theory of state-copliirdinm rnd e c*;l."u"*"l""e“‘ off its orronizational form —
the State-Cepitalist Tendency, ~Ivon the vers beginn’ng, the ccoremic theory was
never separated from philosoply, ns lloya Gizcovered Forx's jlumanist Emsuys wille
she was working out tha all-critien! rele of labox, /nd yet, und yet, al though
that wag, in one en:-:e, "our birth", we remained within the SWP for ten full years

longcr, mtil 1951

Tut wait ~= even that orgunizational breal contained such a duality with-
in it, that as late as 1951-2 —— altheugh we had left Trotskyicm Dehind us, al-
though we had gaid we were through with vangucred partyiom once arnd for all —— John-
son had us reprint and restudy tws documents he had wriften ot the end of Vorld
Yar II vhen wo. were in the WP, One was colled"Building the Americean Bolshevik
Party"ond the other "Education, Propaganda and Agitation”, 1t hoppens te be the
very sorie pericd vhon Rays was teaching Copital with the Cutline she had prepared,
the very one we have just reproduced, Joknsonis dccu:nen‘-.:s were writien because
there wos great dissatisfoetion with Lober isotion ond o demond on the part of the
roank and file iy the_];‘ .rt'y for more "socialiam" in the paper; cveryone wanted to
imow vhy the thousands upon thousonds of copies of Lobor Action hed mot produced
orgenizationel growth, and Jolmscn wac going to tell them why. I happened to re-
read thom o few wecks apgo ond suddenly realized that what .they really represented
vas nothing mere than the idea of popu_....uz.v‘g Morzism for hocrican workers , who
_suppogedly Imew nothing zhout Turopecn Histowy —— aond vhot do you think was his
conclusion? bLet mo quete it diwveetly:™le hiave to. begin to build up che American
counterparts of the Communist Menifesto, the lUth Brumaire, and even more important
the mmericon counterport of Vhot ic To Be Done," '

: It is absolutcly truc thot it was one of -our tagks to-find the Americon
roots of Maorxism ~- but what these two documents roveo _cd, g 1 rercoad them, was
the vast gulf thot coxisted hetween the conzept of needing to write an American
counterpart of liarx'a grect works because Amerisan workers don't know, don't care
or can't understond Buropean history —— and the kind of American roots of Marxiam
we finally got with Morwism and Freodop, wheore nothing thet has heppened in the
entire wvorld "from 1776 until tedoy™ is forcign to any modern worker; where the
chapter on the Paris Commne is made integrzl %o w1dcrstmlding the chapicr on the
Montgomery Bus Boycott; ond whero the chapter on 1848 end 21l the tendencies that
emcrged in that wvery first moss proletarian battlo so illuminates the struggles not
only between uorl-:ers and capital but bebtween workers ond roadical intellectuals, in
50 universal a way,that it beeome the chapter Iranion revelutionaries tronsilated
into Forsi to clrcula.tn in their pamphlet on May Doy 1979,

It toock neothing less than both the breakthrough on the Abselute Idea in
1953 — wvhicll was finally scon by the founder of our Tendency as the movement from
practice — ond, six wecks later, on zeiual mevement fyom proctice in Eost Germany
against Pussian toinlitarianicm, before thot dunlity within the State—Capitallst
Tamicncy was cnded and our philosophic now beginnings wore matehed with on organ i-
zotional new beginning thet could cnncrotlze it: our unigue, Morxist~Hummmist,
N wa ond Lotters Commilbtecm,

The theoretical void thet we have tollkcd cbout gince Lenin's death was,
thus, not "only" theorctical. It wns, ot the some time, an orgonizational veid
vhich hod to bo filled., In short, what Harxism ond Frcedom nnd Philesophy ond
Revolution worked out phllo.;ophi:..nlly is what remeins for us te work just as .f.‘ully
organizationally. And it it not on oosy tosk. - But there is no other task in
the world more exciting end more imporiant, '
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Vhen our Pox " 2 Drot b It fsn't lews and Lelters Commitbces
that is the guestien, wiionery Mermict omgerinotion, as woll
as the rela tionuhip ef it tonesus new forme that oxice from below, as

ftY am . o 13 e ) A ik
well a8 the continucus working o Ioiisun of thosoy 4o nrootied it =
1
b

to put the "little" problew thel vur tiny f.u,(‘_..;'w‘ ¢en ig brocking its hoad over
on completely objective groundz, For it is this problem that is the rect of the
vhole incredible list of revelutiong, just in our own lifetime, that we have seen
beceme transformed, aborted, or crushed before,vhey even gel a second breath, when
counier-revolution arisesz so guickly directly oui of rovolution stself, Just con-
sider all the tendencies now rushing to lHceragua ready to stifle that revolution
and you can feel how critical ic this question we are tackling today.

1t is not the commiitee fomm ag such thet is some sort of mzgic formula.
There is no form of organization — vhether a Party, or a workers' counecil, or a
guerrilla foco, or a revolutioncry commities —— ihat con give action 2 revolutionary
direction unless it is grounded in philosorhy.

’ The breakthrough in 1953 is not only the point vwhers, at one and the same
time, we found cur link with Lenin and depurted from him, but the point vhere we
found our continuity with Marx's new conbinent of thought and yet had te begin the
new journey of discovery within that continent, Yer what we have been working out
in both organication and paher is totally NEV, -

" That is why it is very impertant for us net to use those beautiful formu-
lations "movemeni from practice! and "movement fxom theoxry" as if they are cliches.
Practice dees IOT meon enything somebody does, It means mosgea in motion, chaileng-
ing eanjbalism, orventing rew forms of organizatien, and demending new foyums, for
expressicn as they move history formmrd, The movevnart from p‘mct’ ce is' ‘something
very specicl and very concrete, Ard it demonds that uliem you have recognized it —
soy in something os important as the revolutionary force thet women represent —-
‘you don't confuse the questioh by insisting that becauce ceme women are discussing
hamburger recipes vhen Stolin died, they represent the Ynew" rather than the Black
.worker in Detroit who seid, "I have just the mon %o toke his pleee — my foremm:',
and osked te have on axticle on Stalin's deoth dietributed ot his foctory gate.
“the movement from theory is also very conerete —.and is not only grect evenis like
the brca.l”th"‘ough to a vhole new concept, but can be something as simple a.nd yot pro-
found ac knoving hm-: to clicit thot Bleck wosker's real thoughts. .

In chort, vhat our philosophy tells ug is’that the movement from prnc*ice
is & form of theory when its spontaneity discovers the pouer of though* aleng with
its physical might., And it tells uo that the movement £rom thoory is a :L‘om of
philosophy vhich is a.'!.so activity — and mut be practiced,

III

Let's rcview the past yeor, then, to see how we practiced Marxisi~Hupanism
ond Absolute Idea o llew Degimiings last yeer, os propaxation for vhat we face in
the yeor chead, when we have set ourselves o deadline of 1500 fox findshing the btock
so much needed on Rosz Luxomburg ond Marx's Philosophy of Rovelution.

_Let me tole for gronted that you huvc cll "-cc.d the orgonizers! roporis in
the bulleting - and I think we hove reachied something new in that net only were
nonc of them "laundry lists™, but the best were the bricfest because, through seloc-
ted speeificity of 211 the expeorience cach locall had through the yeoxr, thoy show-

2949




-

od whore ve made i% to what iz worthy of being called 2 "new bayrinning', and vhere
we didn't, Not as o "guilt txip", but as uhat Bugene crlled recognising the diffe—
—cnce botwoen o mew steme of nehivity snd nonow becinning of Mo st-flumanist
growth, For no® wntil we do gracp ihat, w331 we Be ohle o tronsfowma the new
stage inte a new begirming.

Toke membership grovth, Like last year, it uas atill modest — but even
more then last year, it wos significent. Uet only did evexy cingle local gain new
members, several membersy and not only did they represent all the lorces —-— Black
and vhite and Chicano, men cnd vomen, workers ond students; but 21l come attracted
to the totality of our phi’lnnophic—political—organizutional. divections, The clasges
—both in Marxism ond Freedom and in Philocophy and Revolutiocn -- were tho most out—
standing demonstration of this, porticularly in Chicago 2nd in Log Angeles, though
it was certninly true elsewhere os well,

. . 1 ehoose Chicazo te single out because there
is no greater centrcst to the decdend they had crperienced during their firast year
of "running aftox" vhat they hed mistakenly identified nc the mass movement, ond
the Black dimension they gained this year by grasping thot who are the forces of
revolution includes liews and Letters Committees, as vhiloscphy. o

In o very different way, Lo Angeles resched whot is o new stage of
development with the mini~tour by the co-cuthors of the Frantz Fonon, Soweto, ond
Jmericon Bleek Thousht pomphlet, not only becouse of the ned confidence and skill
they developed o speakers for Forxist-Humenigm, but becadse of the diversity of
the audiences they reached (which will cuvely ye®. hove consequences for us }. But
the membership growth did uot come from that experience, put fxom the elasses ——
which meant & genuine new beginning for their work in the Bloclk dimension, end ul-
most immediately was extended nationally, os Gene lefi at once to participate in
the Decatur cvents ond report them for &L, Indeed, even intexmotionaily, Kevin
wrote that he had been cble to sell muny of Lhis subs in lurcpe by promising our
fwll reports on Decatur, '

. More importent, intoxnationally, of course, has baen our presence physi-
‘eally and philoscphically in the lend of revolution,, anc counter-revelution, this
year — Iran, Ve have never had such closc reloiions with an on~going revolution.
T+ wag o dovelopment we could see reflected right in the pages of N&L, which I
troced in the vexy begimming of this report., 3Dut Wint is exrucinl to grasp is that
vhat mzde thot new beginning possible wes the {heoretical  preporotion the Iranian
Morrist-Humonicts werce assured by their discussion with the founder of Marxigt-Hu~
meniom for today, ot its center, right hexc in Detwoit.

. T+ is certainly not for lack of tryiug that we do not. hove that same kind
of relationship with Latin Americr. %We hod severnl very importont trips to Latin
America, from Colombiz to Mexico., Ve hrd o brond new publication in Spanish, La
Tucha Latinz, with o Political-Philosophic Leiter that grows more and more imperc-
tive with overy new unfinished Lnotin Americon revolution. But we have to foce that
LLL wos probobly our lepst suceessful veniture of the whole year. Yet the-linking
of Lotino ond Harxist-Humenism is "in the oir" ond we do hove new xelotionships,
especizlly in our New York Committoe. Vhile the ixip to Moxico certainly didn't
vork out os plormed, it nevertheless brought oud the significant inerease in sales
of Filogofiz y Nevolucion, and can only moke us determined to keep digging and
digging in thot fertile soil so 'we con accomplish truly now beginnings, beth South
ond Morth of thot border, that both we and thoy need so badly. :

o onc con predict how the diclectic will develop the year chead of us.
But we cen sce how the dialectic developed last yeor, rnd leayn from it — from the
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It began with the Dpaft Chepter beecuse what thet worl revecled wos nof:
only Morx!s uniqueness but ours, It compelled Royo to propese & yhole new Bericea
of clceses that she herself would pruscnt, 7t the very seme time, whot brought
fizya boek to the orgamizntionzl werk was the objeetive situction in Iran cnd ogr
subjective situntion when we Teund it possible to have on in-perszon dizlogue with
Ironizn rovolutionarics, By the time the ztresc on the need to volate dircetly to
Morx's philoscphy of rovolution hed shifted Reye's attention {cven on Roso Luxem
burg) to 1905, the move from the work on the book o the PPL on Iven was o natural,
ond cetuclly cnticipated developments in the struggle between rovolutior and coun-
ter-revolution in ITron,:

At the some time, Rayo's decision to chonge her vogition from "no tour”
this year to the "five closses in Philosopiny ond Revolution{ond it was five, not
four, becomse the lecture on Rosa Luxemburg and Internntionnl Vonen's Doy ond .
Forx's philozephy was cortoinly nn integral boginning of those classes) tronsformed
our whole conception of phileosophy ond rovelution to'philesephy of vevolutiony in
short, to the direct confrontotion With our tosks and our orgemization.  That is
how, in the very course of the lecturcs ¥hemsclves, the title of . the: final lecture
become itself tronsformed into o tréntise on the true movement of history:- fxom
dinlectics as methodology ond liberation to diclecties os orgonizetion. It took
this long journey before we finolly grosped thet our concepilion of. "new type of
moember™ we wented to win, which we hove. been tolking about sinee last year, in-
cluded curselves, '

o, Thus, vhile Roys did not teke o souwr, the orgonization did, Kot only
through the olzsses, buit throush the actunl physlenl moves: the expanded REB be-
como virtunlly o mini-Plenum; Peter's move to L,A. wos thwough ‘the Centes; D=b
come for o full month os the kind of ccnclusion of her full-time crgonizership that
was désigned 4o be o new beginning rather then o conclisiong. Kevin spent two in-
“tonsive veeks to preparc for his trip to Durope; ond Lou and Dicne come to stoy =—-.
both to lecxn vhat you con only lecxn at the Center, mnd %o help build both the
Detroit leenl cnd the Centor, ’ .

. \hot is necessery now is to sce cll these developrorta os the needed medi-
otion to the next yeer, when the interpenctration of the objcctive situntion and
our subjective cworencss of Who Ve Ave and vhot We Stand For, hos impelled us to
set o decdline of 1980 for finishing the new book,

Thus, it was the megnifioont woy in which Mike cssumed the tasks of
Acting Nationsl Orgenizer for those oriticol three months last year that noi suly
were integrol to producing the chopter on Maxx's Ethnologiecl Notcbeoks, but made
it possible %o project this yenr as o full year for Royo's concentration on the
menuseript, Indeed, it wos the combination of altogether new world comnections as
2 result of the work slvocdy done on the book, plus Mike's cxperiences both in the
office and cbrond lost yeor, thot laid the ground for Kovin'!s trip this yeor
end has given us o Mike who, for from oringing ot the very idec of writing o letter,
swims ensily in correspondence with overyone from anthropolegy professexs to for—
cign publishers to the newest subsoriber. Nothing better demonsirates that the
self-devolopment we aiweys talk obout dees not mean os an "individusl® but os

growth for the entire orgonization,
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that ic demanded is thot kind of crprnizetionnl nelf-dovelopment of

every ningle one --- uhethor that be in otwictest adherence te Ccodlines, ond mok-
ing cure thot every erticle sent Lo the conter necds no revorizing befoze it can
appear;y or vorking out the spceial tind of nrtielas to vhich our 12 pogers con
give spooes ox vhether that be in the oy the PTC vill find it exweial to moke the
pro~dendline mectings co ereotive that they will insplre magnificent imsues in the
w2y in vhiech licya's meeting with them bLefore the l.oy naper oroduced the greatness
of thet insuc,

For frem Feys's fulltipe conccntration oen the book —- at the very moment
ve rre strecsing orgenization — being a “paredox’, it becomes a proof, I we
see that "Orgenizetion, Orgrnization, Organizotion® is really “"Philosophy, Philo-
soply, Philozophy,®

the proposal to renvoduce thie Chapter on 1905-07 —- probnbly for the
Jenuary/February issue in iltL; the cdditionol .proposcl to have three classes
cround thet chapter in ajl the locels, vith Roya's offer to initiete them with z
telk in Jormuary on "Rosa Luxemburg!s Life and Death, and inrx!s Philosorhy of
Revolution" — 211 seen as pivotcl cetivities for the year shead, lezve no doubd
that the uerk on the book i5 the eenterpoint for all oxgunizotional work, IF we
grasp that those cleuses, lile the chapier itself, 2we not “past history™, i
living end current hictery-in-the-molcing, tied ao tightly to the eurrent objective
vorld 25 to all the wrevelutions of our age, frem the Portuguese to the Iranian to
the Viearaguong o ‘

: and IF we grasp thot none of this iz separcted cither from a new
concentration on the Dlaclk Dimension or from the new study of Harx's Copital, It
is a sure bet that neithor the Black Levolt nor the new global recewsion that is
here to stay will permit us to, even if we tried,

Vhen you consider that Indiguant Heart voe the first beok we produced
after our break fyom the WP, precisely because we wanted to start anew, not on
the "Puraizn Question” but on the fmerdicon Tlack vorler; vhen you consider how
grest uns all the nev development Chorles Denby attained this year -~ as speaker,
as uriter, as "mentor" to Jeremy Brecher; when you consider all the identity it
gove us through rodio, press revieus, our owm Dinner Vith Denby righi here; all
the magnificent letters thot have come from those vho zecepted his invitation to
continue the communication between recder oo cudience and writer as Marxist-Human-
ist philosopher; and when you consider thint so devastating is the development of
Part II over Part I, so thoroughly does it destroy CIR James' guwound for today,
that the Jamesitec were forced to attack it viciously in WIN —- you can see how
all-gmbreeing will be Denby's vorlk and our work with Indisment lleart: A Block
Vorker's Joumal next year, vhen we will be undertaking a recreation of the dia-
leotic of Black Revelt through o study of all of our writings from 1943 right
through to today., I believe uc uill ourselves only then truly gresp also the
greatnesc of our Frentz Fanon pemphlet. . :

In the same wvay, it is the global erisis teday that maltes us reprint
Raya's original Outline of Canitel, vhiech itoelf come to be in the mid-1940s8 be-
couge the totality of the crises then, vhich culminated in ''orld Var 1I, had ucher—
ed in o vhele nou economic stagme —- state-capitalism —- ac well as 2 nev gtoge of
revelt vithin esch orbit, ‘though ltaya was tesaching liarxism, otraight Marxism, in
those clesses ehe tought in the Trotslyist VWorkers Party during WWII, it is no ven-
der she wns socused by the majerityitec of orgenizational Yfactionalism", that is,
ol Leaching slaile-capilelish bheory ond vinning members *o the Yendency., Because
that's just vhet vas happening,

In the seme way, it is the ctudy classes around lMarx's Capital (vhich each
locality will be vorking out for themrelves as best fits their needs and their
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veriphery) vhioh will tie together lami'n
ty of aconomies, melifics, philosenhy, nel wunnions ond iorces, =nd battle of
idcas — vith Orgenizotion, our orguninciion vhich preduced the Outline and con=
tinued to develop that dicloctic threugh Jioxxiom-omd Freedom and Philosophy and
Revolution thiroush to todoy,

rhilosonhy of revolutien —w that toioli-

I will loove it for the Youth themsolves to bring out in their discussion
the inscporebility of the establishment. of the ~utonomous youth groups from the
crisic that boo brousght fortn a nevw entienuke, anti-var rnd cnti-draft movement ——
and for our 'emen's Liberationists to gspeck for themselves on hov that banner in
oy Jaruary/Februery issue + "Relationship of Fhilonophy and Revolution to Vemen's
Liberation® ,hars been thowm in this year, and vill be developed in the year ohead.

) thet is clear, no matter from vhich vantage point ve view it, is that we
truly are fzcing the posuibility of o leap to n vhole new stage orgonizstionally
to maten the nev work, both as book and as concept, whicl: is our point of concen-
tration thic year, In her last le cture of the cerics on P&R thie year, faya in-
trcduced the orgmiizational gquestlon as the fienl and corclusive point - calling

it ¥the concretization of the ibsolute Idea,® It uns not that we have not been
deing just that ever since 1953, or at least 1955 vhen ve finally cxpressed it
openly as flews and Létters Committees, But it was, she: said, time to Ystop keep-
ing it as our orgenizationnl 'mecret'¥, That did not meen that ve vere keeping
our orgenization o secret, e geeret ve haéve Loen keendng ie that our organiza-
tion ig the concretization of the Absolute ldea, 'That it is not only a mass move-
ment, & nev continent of thought, or an internationel revolution that is "new
beginnings®, but thet e, too, are the nev beginnings,
That ic vhy the most importent thing thot uas adéed to our nev Mo Ve
Are end that e Ltond For™ was not sométhing we added ot all, tut something we
"left out," then ve deleted the invitation to readern te join us "in working out
@ theory for our age" it did not mean thet we thoughi the job is all Tinished,
anymore than MNarx felt the Job of working out uhat his new continent of thought
meant , was all finished once he had written his il Ve Are and \hat Ve Sband For
for the League of the Just, ‘hot it does mesn is that wz have to begin not only
accepting, tut projecting to everyone we meet thet the Morwddst-Fumanism that has
been presented in llorxism and Freedom nnd Phileosonly end Revelution, and that we
are continuing to concretize in every iswmue of 1l we print, overy lecflet ve-
vrite, every specch we malce, every activity ve engege in -— iz the libveration

theory we cre offering others ce ground to join in huilding upon. - ’

-~ 0lga Domonski




A SUNARY OF THE PLENUS: OF I3V AND LEMIDRG COMTITTERD
HELD SEPTHIRE: 1-2, 1070

LITRODUCTORY IOTE:  Beceuse the Plerus, at the conclusion of its delibora-
tions, voted fo print in full the Persieetiven Heport by Raya Dwayevskaya,
along with the International Reporie on Durepe by Hevin and on the Niddle
Bast by Azadlkar as Fost-Ploenum . Bulletin iumber One, and because the
Plenum also decided to ottach this Summary tc the full repreduction of

the Report on Organization/NEL by Olga Domanski, it is stressed that the
following summary is to be read in conjunction with those reports, Only

in that way can the full development of the intense ueclend of discus-— )
sions on philesophy and revolution, philosophy und ovgenization, be grasped.

Cherlss Denby, editor of liews & Lettors, opened the Plenum on Saturday, Septiember
1, with a lelcome to 21l the members of the lational Daitowvial Boeard, and to all
the invited members and friends in attendance. e stressed that what was so neu
this year was bdoth the setting of the 1560 decdline for the vorl-in-progress by
our iiational Chairveman, Raya Dunayevsltayz, Rosa Tuxemburg, Today's Vomen's
Liberation liovement and liaxx's Philosonhy of Revolution, and the way we are look-
ing at ourselves, at our own histoxry, especially in reletion to the Dleck revelt,
If we go back to the mid-1950s, and the year of oun birth, 1355, we can see the
deep recession, as well as licCarthyiem. Dut il ves ut that time that we chose to
light against HeCarthyism and wnfurl o totally new bermer of Mzuxist-Humenism,

It vwas also the-time of the Nontgomery Ius Boycott, and Ijarxism and Frecdom was
the enly book that ever called it what i% vas: the begdmning of a revolution
ageinst US capitelism and racism on the same level as the Hungarian Revolution
against Communism, - Othérs .wére forced to fight Melarthyisy then teo, like Cole-
man Young end others of the CP type, but nou they have ended up on the opposite.
side of -the barricades against the Black IPV woriters aud Black youth, In the
19708,. the need for a philesophy of revolution is clear,  You can see it in Por-
+tugal and fngola, in Coweto and ilicaxague, and in Izan, But most of =211, you can
see 1t in cur owm orgenization, iz the publication of Philosophy' and Revolution,
in Paxt IT of Indirment Heart, and in PFSABT and YALGTF. On the doorstep of 1980,
and Naya's third major vwork, Me can gee in the worX we did in the 1970s whati
gives us the confidence that we can wnits philosorhy and revolution in our age.
Ve are taking our responsibilities oo seriously this year that ve are assigning
Raya to concentrate on the complétion of the new Yook, and Olga to vork with her,
and e axe ascigning ourcelves to worl out all the now contributions to the anti-
nuclear, women's liberation, the Plack revolt mnd the ranl-and-file labor strug-
glec. o ' ‘

Denby declared the Plenum open, and turned the chair over to Len, Chicago, .
for the orgemization of the Plenuwm. fThe Agenda, adonted at the preceding exce~
utive session of the 1EB, was read, ond & Presidium of four (one .each from Hew
Yoxk, betroit, Chicago.and Calii‘o:mia) was intreduced, Ron then turned:the floor
over io Naya Dunayevskaya, ilational Choirveman of lfews and Letters Committees,
for the PIMUP_CTIVE: REPORT, (Jecause the report is printed in full‘in Post-

- Plomum  Bulletin Yumber One, it will not be summardized here, but the contenta
page alone will indicate the direction of the thesis): N

Oif THE TORGSHOLD OF THE 1980s, AS OBJECTIVE,REVOLUTIOWAKY LEY BEGIHIINGS
AVD AY PEADLINE FOR HOGA_ LUIZIBURG, TODAY'C VOMELW & LIBERATTON MOVEIHENT,
AIID HARZ! S PHITOSOPIY OF REVOLUTTON

I, Tho Overview: Ileu Deginnings ve. Decadent Capitaliem in Digorder

II, The Vorld Recescion, 0il and SALT II
1) The myriad political-economic crises :
2) Uithout a philosophy of revolution: oil and the PLO goining
2 foothold with Blacl: leaders . S
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Objeetive Lignificanee of "wbjective" 1980 Loodline
on
Can "o ALd fhe Lev RDesimmings.-shs bomenteus Uerdd Nistorie Fvents

of Cur Decade~Develon Inslerd of hbors

“

Deborsh, Bay Arca, took the chair for the PIRIFZCTIVES DISCULUTON. Burene, Los
fngeles, tool up the form of Naya's bock~to-be and its relation to hov we pPrac-
tice Philosophy as Grponicetion.  Lome of us have trested the beel s if its form
were "Rosa Luxemburg, Todoy's Yomen's Liberation Movement as vell as Iarx's Phi-
losophy of Revolution,” ‘he key is our atiitude to o new continent of thought-—
liorxici-Jlumanism, There is no commex, no cpoeial enclave, of our ectivity that
does not have to be permeated by thiz new continent of thought. Jugene vent on to
develcp this in temmc of Latin Mmerican volaiions, on his attitude toward 2 Viexi-
con vomen's liberationist who vos entlmsiastic about us, tut withoul really exam—
ining if the affinity vas strietly on ¥arx's philosoply of revolution as the
ground., This duality within our ovm practice ~— if e beconme conscilous of it
can help us to see nev noints of deporture in relation io licaramo. ‘hexre many .
are linking the reconstruction of Iliesrzgua to US ald, what musi become central
for that reconstruction in the resource of. liberated hwman activity, ospecially
the youth, vho for 15 monthc carried on the chvil war., To confront that duality,
our four ilarxist-limanist works in imanish become centrel, 28 a vay to ectablish
a cormestion to Latin America and to the Latino dimension at home. The task to

be concentrated on nov iz the necd to hove on-going relationships with individual
Letine revolutionaries around those four voria. ‘

Peter Melloxy, Detroit, concentrat—

eil on vil, un how it ian't Just OPEC that iz bloclmsailing the publie, but the big
0il companiec, and the effectr they have-had world-wide, with gasoline prices up
L2 percent in the first nine months of 1979. Cartex®s plan fox artificial oil is
even more costly. The real econcern of the politicizns is the availability of oil
for wer. ‘nen I did my study of oil and labor in the 1940z, the oil industiry pub-
1ighed its staticticc thet told you all the facks, ilov they have a fat book that
tells you nothing, It ic looceleaf, lilie a Iusecian hiptory-bool,' 8o thot. embar-

" asging facts can be eagily reploced, The nationslization solution of the Left is
ne znsvexr, aa the current situation in lexice shows, with pessents driven off the
lond by PEMEX. Dut the Ironian oil vorkers shou that therc are catalysts for rev-
olution.within oil itself. ' : ' )

: Ron, Chicapgo, weported on some of the experiences they

had reading Capital thic year. As they wead, they kept @ newspaper clipping file

on the busciness world. Hardly a single paragreph in Capitel didn't describe o
current development, lilte "freakish cconcmic phenomena” such as the “baffling
collapse of productivity growth." Therc ic cuch a contract bebueen the intellec—
tualc vho ogree: - Ytheie are no answers anymoxa ," and the workers who caught the
anti-humanicm of the nev ctage of automation am it began. On Chicago's south
side, one worker called his shop a Ycencentration camp because of the level of

concentration on this alienating production demended of the worliers. Reading

Capital really has helped us to see how only a philosophy of freedom can develop
that nceded self-certeinty of the subject, and thus helped show the urgency of
the 1980 dezadline,

Kevin, llev Yoxrk, spoke about hov in hic summer in Germany he
never heard as profound an wnderstanding of the German workers as Raya gave in
just a2 few paragraphs in the Perspectives report, In a gimilaxr way, we have to
recognize what it means that the dialectic of the Iilddle Tast passes through De~
troit., The report today is differant even Irom the Draft Perspectives vhere the
eonclusion vas on ourselves as development from tendenoy to oxganization. Here
philosophy—as the nev book--is a crucial part of the posgibility for escial rev—
olution, Ve have to worlk ocut vhai that means for our individual pelf-reorganiso~
tion. TFelix liartin, \lest Coast Dditor, talked both cbout produciion in the Gl
plant vhere he wozks, and sbout the conl mines in ientucly le had jusi visited.
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Ty plant got cut back to one shift, 1'm e%ill vexliing, but others with lers seni-
ority aren't, but everybody chould heve a right t¢ live., In this gociety, if you
don't have a joby you don't have a right to live, 1 gv o “entucly, and the coal
companies are stealing cozl from people’s lands, and not paying rovalties, and no—
body goes to jail. Raye shoved in the ruport how these ssme thieves are in every
country, stealing from workers, T think of the 1980:; it's only four years before
1984, Ve need that revolution to come right now.
' Like, detyoit, ook up the 1980
deadline and the archives of Farxigt-fumanism in relation to Raya's work over near—
ly LO yeors on Rosa Luxemburg, If you compaze Reye's 1946 analysis of RL's Accumu-
lation of Capital with vhat 2D has juet written on QL in lost month's Two Vorlds
column, the difference makes you work out the procces of development. It was the
new stage of Lomen's Liberation--both ag unfoldrent of, and as contradictions in——
that was the context within which Raya began neinting to another aspect of AL's
legacy that might help propel the movement forward, It vasn't VL alene that

gained frem this re-organization, but everything from the view of Iran 1979 to the
title of the Draflt Perspectives——"5hift in Global ¥olities," which for RL meant

the end of the olg stage of capitalism, and the confrontation vith new revolution-
ary forees——was illuninsted, Tommie, Netroit, developed three "news:" the new
people we have met, the neu book-in-progress by laya, and the new ztage of the
Black struggle. The women we met through the sexual harassment hearings vere .
seexing a total uprocting in society ond thought. The racism and pexism of this
country showe you why. Yet at the some time thore is ‘a division within the Black
movement that also neéeds uprooting., Ve sghowed it in ACUT, but I think of it in-a
new way because of J.'s article on religion and women in Iran in the pre-plenum
discussion, Isn't it timé we faced the Tole of our owm caste of male~only preach-
ers and teachers that appointed themgselves to lesd the Black movement? They will
never offer the kind of total uproo ting the nev people we met are looking for.

But we ran. In the new book, Raya will take up 1040, not just an teneca Falils,

but ¢ Horriet Tubman and wojourner Truth, DBut most of all e how a total uproot-—
ing necds a total view, like Larx writing the Commnist lianifesto and raising a
newt bamer for society before the revolutions broke out, That is why 1 believe
this book is preparation for the revolutionc to come.

‘ Dezrick, Chicago described:
the strike at his plent, against both minimun wages and mental abuse. The boss

is a tyrant, a slave-master, liental abuse is an important part of how they con-
duct their fight. Derricl: explained the events of tha strike thus far, concluding
vith Vietor Hugo's auote that "ne army cen withstand the force of an idea vhose
time has come,” e say to the boss: his time ham come, (Derrwick will be writing
up the story of the strike for i'lL.) indy, Detroit, told of reading recently about
the Bolsheviks and seeing that they had a committee structure. The word "commit-
teeman" wes an important category, After the 1905 revolution, the reaction drove
the Bolsheviks down from 140,000 members to L00.  There were impediments to revolu—
tion in the committeemen's vanguardist mentality that accested the idea that soc—
ialist consciousness came from outside the workers, sdy developed how this was
related to the difficult tasks we vill be facing in the periocd ahead, and how hard
it is to root out -the vanguardist mentality, He pointed to the need for the vhole
organization not to divert from the work on the bool in the yeer to come,

After a break for Lunch, the Discussicn on Perspectives resumed. Derrick,
Chicago, asked for the floor to make an ophiicution Lor membership, His application
viag taken up immediefely, and Derrick was unsnimously voted into membership.

Olga,
liational Crganizer, recounted how che first reacted when she heard the news of the
PLO end the Black lesdership., Firsct wes vhat were its remifications &lobally and
for the imericen revolution? /nd second, was how many other events like thig will
break during the year ahead, and vhat vill that mean for +he REB, our paper, and
for all of the commitices? ile nll know to look for the ™new.” BDut you can't get
to the nev without finding cut vhere we came from. Olge deseribed how Raya's
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reading a reference in the I¥T to the liatiouel Block Jenvention in Gavy, 1972,
sent her to sfudying uhat we had vritten at the time in J6L and the Perspectives
lteport of 1972, Last yenr vz mew hou the Persnectives wan cctually 2 road map of
ihe events for the rest or the yeor, Iwom Carter-BDosin-Sadat at Comp David fo

the Iersel-Dpypt treaty six months later, You sow vhat had to be different be-
couse of the Iranian revolution. Israel-Lgypt became o military pact. The point,
0lge said, was in pgoing back 4o zee vhat we had alrerdy vritten, and then to see
the "nev" within '"old" uritings. This vos especially true this year in the ad-es~
say on the China-Vietnam ‘zr. (ihe then developed this in relation to the collec—
tion of Tuo 'lorlds columns,) Only one thing cen prevent us from being able to
voxle cut the new events in the year sheed: il we over sepurate philosophy frem
~organiszation, or the daily work from the woric on the book. I{ we think that Iaya
has been given one "assignment® to voric cuf, and that we have another, rather than
a unity ve are vorking out together, ue veally will be unable to meet the chal-
lenge. 3But there is such a rich cxperience to drav on, if ve only see i, we can
nass the test wvith flying coloxs.

Jobn ilsn, Bay Area, said that the work on the
book next year puts 2 greater responsibility on us, This unity of philosophy and
organization we talk obout can't be cbotrzet. It mezns that the ovganization has
to reflect 211 the forces for revelution, and that each of us smust grow philesoph-
ically. He also took up the firing of jndy Young and the way.making it into a
Black-Jovish confrontation is taling the heat off Carter. GSeme eclements of the top
- Black leaderchip are getting close to soying “Zionism ic racicm," Yet Carter is
the one vho fired Young at the same time he is meking contact with the PI0.
) ) B . Hﬂr‘f, )

- Detreoit, gpoke about the need for a comprehiensive theory being as burning a ques—
tion as activity for Vomen's Liberation, and @bout ouwr preporation and contribu~
tiong for the coming year. lory expresced it in terms of Raya's trip o Mexico
City and her tallk to VWL there, After laya's tall: on intercommunication across’
netional boundaries end ages, the questions immediately woni to the level of Yoirab-
egy." TRoya refused to.digcuss on this level. Hary then described some of the
tondenoieg in thet meeting, including Vages for Housewoxk, end how Rzya answered
that itmndency by looking at Sclma Jemes! pesitions in 1953-55 and our own, and
. where cach ended up today. Tary asked vhether we really underctand our own hig-
tory, hov ve come to specify vomen in ocur Constitution as one of the forces of
revolution. Cr vhether we have vorked out zhy Reya sponds zo much time on a Hal
Draper in the Draft Chapter, by looking ot Rowbothem's acceptance of his version
of Harkism. HMary wvent on to say that ve con ne longer “"hide behind" the VI as if
ve did not have something to offer, end not on the level of Ystrategy," but on the
need for a comprehensive theory. Iaren, BDay Area, said that she was really im-
.presged with the diversity of people here, The 1980 perspectives say to me that we
muot have achieved e certzin maturity. At the youth meeting you got the idea that
autonomy uwaen't just about youth, but all of uz, us nev type of members, ‘that was
so clear zbout the Draft Chapter vas thut pesing the problem as the division be-
tueen mental and manual labor means that all forms of exploitation must be exposed
or wa woen't make it. {"heo then showed how this relaied to her woxlk in the Tender-
loin area of [an Fréncisco,) . ‘

Gresr:, Bay Areaz, discussed vhat was new for him in
"po-organization," He caid that contact with ILL Ctes, hes meant finally under—
standing the relationship of ideas to the concxyete wordd, Indimant Heari chowed
me vhat philosophy is about. Gregg felt that we don't need a philosophy of reve-
lution——we noed activity that it grounded in philornophy. The need is to practice
something nevw, not just go to supporting one country or ancther as the answver to
this society, Petlexr, Los fngeles, said that what struck him in the Perspectives
Report vac how the 1980 deadline flows from the objective situation of the last
year, 1% hos been a very exciting year, with moxe rovelutionary activity than at
any time in the past decade, and two on-going revolutions. Petor said that the
Iranion revolution vao central o wnderstanding the year, eSpecially as counter—
revolution tied into revelution, and the fact that ne philosophic tendency existed
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that could really challenge Mhomeini, This in vy tronnioting Noye's PPL into
Tarsi iu so erditical for the on=going revolution, Umless you have o fundamental
critigue of Khomeini, he how rwee -oin ageinet the Mwals and the left, The duai-
ity in all reveluticnary movenents, Telsw rold, demands concrete intervention,
vight here in the USA, e have had » 1aw o7 that cspexiense in the anti-nuke move-
ment this year, and it is this experionce that iu begimming to reveal the organi-
zatiemal ramificotions that fran's dualivy will eompel us to see, : ‘

#

lizreotte, ifev York chiaired the nesxs: gezoion, on EYEVWTHELS THTERBATTONAL REPORTS,
and tumed the floor over first to Levin, ilev York, for hiz report om Furopc,
Both I'evin's report, and the report on lren by fizadhar vhich folloved are TepIo-
duced in full as oppendices to the Permpectives ileport and rrinted in Post-Plenum
Bulletin lmmber One, They are therefore not summarized here. -
: After the INNTORUATICH-
£1 RTUORTL, the Ziscussion Continted both en these weports and on the Perspectives
Thesis, irst to cpeek was Lalcolm, Detxoit, whoe reported on the situwation in
the tire plant vhere he woriic,  After the Tive~weel: sirike, we got nothing at all,
In fact, the abzentee policy 1s vorse than ever, e told of how the ratification
vote vas fraudulently conducted, and the disgust of. the ravk-and-ile, How the
firings are nearly every day, (Maleolm 1ill 1mite up ihe ldatest events for the
nezt &L, ) Une lest thing, 1L ic the only nevepapor eut out and put up by the
workers, Sometimes it in the Univeyel articie, but another time it was.the Tus-
sian VL poem. Urzzula, Chivego, discussed the worl she is doing with the Poligh
underground naper, Hooothik., She described for the Plenum some of the serious
and varied subjects taken up in each issae, from unemnployment in Poland today to
a story on 2 chemical plant vhere they are still using & procecs.gbandoned becauge
of its deadly offects everyvhere else in the world,. You leaxn of the shortage of
medical supplies, snd the mass deaths in the severs vinter, fihere is the inter-
nationalism too, in relation to the Dussisn movement, One bad note is what has
happened to furon; who was a real leader of tha opposition in the 19605, Yow he
ha.s.given up on the idea of revolution, - and denounces "inting"lclzarles Denby,

said that he wanted to continue with the discusgion faya began and Joha ilan con-..
tinued this morning, on the Biack leaders and theiw direction. - Denby told of his
vigit to Decatur, Ala, s and how the SCLO leadexrs woited one year before theywent
to join the protests against the frame~up: of Tommy Lee Iiines, fhen quite a few
hroposed a confercnce in florfolly, Va., against the KK, but vhen the Andy Toung
situation came up, 211 the leaders there jumped on that izsue instead, and tallied
about the FLO. 'The 1377 uas fergotten, I'vom Gaxy in 1972 to today, Denby said,
the leaders have forgotten.the ranks, and tho movement ihat croated them, In con-
- trasi, I heve gotten a lot of letters from vorkers who read IHABVT, and either
complimented me or hiad honeot and perious eriticism., But vhat vas so sickening ias
the lying, zlanderous article in MY magazine by this Prof, liaratle. Lilke some of
these phony leaders, he doesn't consider that workers have any thoupghts of thein
own, ‘ Sen ;

Harcotte, liev Yoxlk, then took the flonr o tell ef hi o exparicnces In & Guuin

Arony factery, ond in Lle Luiino, especially "ewyorieen® commnity,
he said, you go across the streel and pee there is no difference between the .em-
Dloyed and tho wmoemployed--all axe the yeople of the ITY blackout of 1977, To me,
philosophy and organization ig tied wp with hov we relnie to this world snd the
Latin imericans from every country in exile in WY, Theo opportunity is there for
developing serious relations, in the Capital classes ond in the chapters we will
be atudying of the new bool:, ‘ussell, Tew York, alse xelated. the summer's dig-
cuasiono in the faciory, and fhon vent en to telil of how WAL was received at log-
tos College after an abgence, It is 2 place vhere 211 of Latin America is repre-
sented, and wvhere ve are mo well knoim. Hany have read PiR or M&T in ipanigh, It
iz our internationaliem, and our viev of a second America that makes students vant

to come up and tallr,
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The Plenum then heard 2 revort from o vigiter zon licaremun, on the history
of the Landinicto ctrugsle for frecdom. e troced the movement's origing with
wendine up to the seizing of the Uational raluce laot year, when the whole vorld
Lfinally began to pay attention to the strugegle to get rid of Jemoza. She de-
scribed how Comoza boasted that he uas aoing to be the one to "extexrminate Commu—
nism,"” The youth caid: it ig us-you are trying to oxterminate, and it is us whoe
vill exterminate you." Uhe recownted hou repression after repression drove the
youth further into revolutien against bomoza, exploining that it was the youth whe
really made Somoza fall. After the assacsinotion of Chomormro, armed struggle be—
came the only possible uasy, There are several different tendencies today in San-
diniamo. ome of this came from the studying the ctudents did themselves, since
the schools would never teach anything about the real history. EDverything is dif-
ferent now, she said, The US can never ceme bock s the ¢xploiters of the banans
Plentations, They can come as touriste, but not as the Vhite llouse,

Bess, Los An-—
geles, said that vhat concerned her in the international reports, Loth mm the Hid-
dle Zast and on Puvope, was hov ue make relationships, Yt is especially important
for lew York, with the Latin Aimerican community there., Illow do ve get this one—to-
one relationship botueen rovolutionaxy individuala from the liddle East ox Latin
America? larianna, Detroit, wiched %o return to the Perspectives presentation, on
the question of anti-semitism. 1l are the only Left mroup that is thinking seri-
cuoly about that question todey. In our discunnion, 1943 iz very important, both
as the birth-time of the liorxist~Humanist tendency and as the 1943 Versaw Ghetto
wprising, And we caid Yall roads lead to Varseu," IHarianno traced the bistory of
our tendency on this question through 1918, wvhien-all roads didn't lead to Pales-
tine, and 1967, vhan Israel became the cccupiér, o todsy. The two worlds in ev-
ery country, Jz2uigh end Avab, is vhat stand out, she said. Hach stage is differ—
ent, and you have to work it out, Thet is what che was thinking of vhen: she worked
out the compilation of a pamphlet of Naya's writing on the liiddie Bast, to try to
establich a dialogue with Isracli Yomen's Liberstionists,
) : _ . ) A women's liberationist
visitor from the IMiddle Bast %ook the floor +o speak sbout the liiddle Lastern
situation, vomen's liberation there, and the opposition we are facing from re.
“ligion, fhe YL movement is today facing tremendous problemz from the fact that
gseparation betwéen government and religion never happened in Xhe liiddle Bast, In
Irar, vhen the VAl mimes its questions, the IMaocists soy to wait for the present .
government to got rid of its problems, TFor the CP, there is no change from women
as means of production to human beings. he deseribed. the woman in Iran vith no
finaneiol and spiritual support, vho neverthelcos wants and needs & new movement
to free herself, The women in Ixan have supported some movements, such as the
family protecticn law movement, and they ave.importent, Dut these movements are
not directed to a philosophy, The new governmwent is now replacing children's texts
that were previously corrected on gexist language, rectoring all the narrowness of
girls' roles. A1l the religions of the liiddle Eaet, vhether Jedzizm, with its
prayer: “Thanl God I vao not creaied o voman,™ or Islam, with sexism in all its
daily rules, or Christianity, have to bo fought with a very concrete philosephy,.

Gene, Loz Angeles, wanted to pick up on vhat liarcotte had related oen the lack
of difference between employed and unemployed. In the MY blackout, the mejority put
in jail were employed., Voxkers sav that capitelism ves tolking something from
their everyday lives that they hed to recepture. The employed of today always come
out to be the unemployed of the future., Thiz i all related to forced overtime
that workers are tacing now, vhile others ave on the straets. Becky, Chicago, felt
that even though she had only been coming to ML Cte. mootings for a feu months,
she could say vhat she wag thinking and have it be heard. I em from the women's
movement, and I vas atiracted to 1t bevause of the depire that women have expressed
te create something new, That nev is putting goeinl ond materisl relations back in
thelr proper place—that we treat each other as people. Here I see that no human
being ic stagnant, and that eentimuing revolution i to continue to question our=
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faya then tool: the floor for a swmatlon, uvhich che has aclred noi Le sumiwr-
ized here, cince instead che hes added an addendwn to tho Fevopectives Heport
itself, vhich was reproduced in Tozt-Plenum Sullekin iumber One, ond vhich she
vished to inelude in place of both iz Lwoction snéd il one she mave at she
conclusion of the seasion on Qvmanization Lhe Tolinuing day.

Rteyz did, however,
offer one MOTION: 1) That the firet Post-Plermm Dulletin include not enly Roya's
Perspectives Rleport, but 2dd both of the Eyevitness International reporis by
fevin on Durope and Azadkar on the liiddle ast. 0d, ‘

The Plenum reconvened on Lune -, Hept. 2, at 9:30 A, viih Anne, llew York,
in the chair, Jjnne then turned the {loor over to Gleme Domanski, llatienad Qrganiz-
er, for her report, vhich, for the fivst time, cembined ag ono report Hews and
Letters Commitiees as orgenization and ilsus £ Letters as nouspaper. {(Clga's re- -
port has been raproduced in full eisewhere in this bnlletin, and will not be sum—
marized here, : )

The DISCUSEICH RESUMED vith Dan, Flint taking up the anti-nuclear
movement in lilchigan and our rarticipation In 1t. Ie traced the separation be-
tueen the mass.crouds that turied out at Fionree and Midlend efter Three Mile Is-
‘land and the increasingly narroy, elitist Yorganizers,” besdimning vith the attempt
to bon anti-Dow Chemical speakers ot Lidland, and conitinuing up through the re-
cent planning meetings vhere being againgt eapiteliom was considered a diversion.
Worat is the role of the Left growns. They come in dispguise, denying they belong
to anything other than anti-nuke groups, and vote and speak for narrow reforms.
&L Ctes, really is the nnly ome to speak for a revolutiorary solution, but there 2.
are quite a.feu activists, like the Dig Tock 1, who are listening to us novie

. : : . . Deborah,
Bay Area, felt that it was necessary to brealk downt’ the tus compulsions for oux
discussion on revolutienary-philosophical-oxgantzetion: the objective compuwlsion,
‘a5 in Iran, and the philosophizal corpulsion, from the new book-to-be by Raya.
Inseparable, she gaid, from liarx's cxitiquec of everything was his singling out of
nev revolutionary subjects., It isn't the eritique alone that shows you the .vay
out; it's vhen it is combined vith the new subject, Deborah then tock this con-
cept to Raya's bréalcthrough on the Absclute Tdea in 1953--she made the categury of
philosophy end organization, vhich could only have been made in cur age. All this
has 2 great impact on the. V1, if we see our contribution, as in the Draft Chapter.

Peter Yallory, Detroit, peinted to the newnrss of 0lge's report combining
baper and organization, Yet such o combination is the truth of ouvselves. In
years back, he said, you could say that the paper was e reflection of what the
workers were deing in the world, but it was horxder to find in it vhat wve were do-
ing. The eyewiiness repoxrts from Iran, as well an movement, demonstrations in the
UZ, point up the relatior cof all vorls tc the building of this Merxist-Humenist or-
ganization, The new "iWko Ve Are ind Vhat Ve [tand For" statement draws this into
shazper focus, an we consider "living archives" today not only as living past, but
a5 living fuiure, le conCluded with a few words on the Raya IDunayevskaya Collect-
ion both at Uayne Stete end the arxchives o%ill to be denated, There is a pex-
spective of much needed worl: in both arcac in the next yoars '

Bugene, Los fngeles,
vighed to continue the discussion on rhilosophy an organizotion, looking specifio-
ally at the Black Dimenoion ac central to the Americen revolution, and to our owm
working out of that centrality over the last 35 yeuxrs, Dugeno developed the new
in the objective-subjective state of the Black struggle today, and the dualities
within the movement, ineluding the attachment of leaders already separated from the
maggses to the apperatus of state power, attachments which put them in conflict with
Black workers, [Eugene went on to show the need %o dig deeper into our owm woxk,
oun» mothodology and hov it developed along with the wmovement fryem the 1940c to to-
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day, The neced ig showm in the fact thet the most penetrating parts of FFSA
were not thoge on the US ctrmiggles, but on Tanem and an Soweds, Yot it 3

tion for the American Revolution Lhat is needed mest coneretely.

o e e e o o e

At this point, the Plemum voted not to wait for the afternoon zession to he:}r
reports from \omen's Liberation and Youth, tut to ack those spealkers to give their
reports now, adding to the totality of the discussion on philosophy and organiza-
tion. : :

First to speak wos Suzanne, Detroit, reporting on \omen's Liberstion. Heus
and Letters Committees, Suzenne's bresentation, tracing the activify of the can-
ittees in relation both to world events and to the new theoretical departures
Raya made this year, stressed the need for cach of us to become the "new type of
member" we talked about this year, She acked vhere ve made it this year—and where
we didn't. Ve were best in our response to the attacks en the vomen's movement,
from Rome to Cincinnati, and especially in the demonatrations in support of the
Iranian wemen after International Vowen's Day. Iran helped show vhy we have to
noke the links to all other forces of revolution, showing what we mea by a total
uprooting, e began to do thig by speaking os Harxist-fumanist vomen's libera~
tionists at anti-milie ond anbi-drafi demonstrations, Another high point was the
participation in the Detroit serual heragement hearirgs, after the last P&R class,
vhere ve did talke up "a total uprooting” with the women we met.

. - : Yet on both of the
most important organizational develonments this yeaw-—~the Jan,-Feb, Draft Chapter
and the elaszses in &R, we didn't get the nev, Susanne told how she had just now
3em that the new book was not a boolk: on UL, but cn Marx's philosophy of revolution,
Did we miss the same point on Sexism, Politice and Revolution? e went on to dis-
cuss the significance of the man/woman relationship in the Draft Chapter, and its
relevance for Iran, vhere it -emerged as one of--<but only cne of--the measures of
that revolution's iwmocmpleteness, Loolk how quieckly the Kurds followed the women,
Uomen were rot the only ones, If you concentrate enly on the man/voman relation-
ship, you miss the totality, . S -
: . To malte g new heginning this year, we have to ask vhy
ve misped all the lettexs Raya was writing ue every:step of the vay on the Draft
Chapter, (Here Suzanne traced ID's ietters in last yeax's Pre~Convention Bulletins,
vheré she had already concentrated on the relationship of Marx teo Ingelo, and asked
WL to try to work it out, and latex, after che @ot the Ethnological Hotebooks,) In
fact, in the eight years since the YL "o Va Are" ‘'statement was wzitten, we have
missed many new beginnings because we separated loya as founder of a whole new
continent of thoughtw-ineluding WL thewght--{rom ourgelves as VWL committees.
‘ ' .~ The idea
and practice of VWL was slvays pregsent in larcdat-llumanism!s organization, even be-
fore ue had a UL commitlee that called itself one, beginning with Raya's 1951 "On
Organization," vhich pointed to the women draym inte ver production, and then
throvn out, It was reprinted in 1955 to shov that women's struggles weren't all
confined to those in the home, . The greatest thing about the women's paxrticipation
then was Angela Terrano's column called "The Vorleing Doy." You see what e column—
ist can be, and we could all benefit fvom re-reeding them, The most total challenge
to nev beginnings, Suzome said, is eontained in the UCAR leotures oh "jomen as
Thinkers and as Revolutionaries® that Raye gave in 1975, If we studied them new,
how much we would see about vhat Raya has been doveloping on the book all this time!
The point isc to see how we can re—organize ourselves, individually and a2s a commit-
tee, to atiract a new lind of audience for the classes on the ney chapter in Jan,--
and to be that nev kind of audience ourselves. The gpame re-organization is needed
for the VL page, Tommie and Diane did the most last year with their contribution
to the battle of ideac on lMichelle Wallace ‘and the Hares. ALl of us need that xo-
organizaetion that will help us get to nev begimmings, ' '

Jim, Detroit, Youth repregente-
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tive to the NEB, then gave the repert from the Youth liesting, held Aug, 31, at our
natinnal offices, Twenty of us ihere spent three Licurs discussing vhat young
peorle are doing everyvhere against the ecystenm, ond what we intend to do as an
organi zation, with gus philoseply giving cvr sction its direction. The interpene-
traticn between rhilosovhy and spontaneity, Jim gaid, is vhat roally came through.
There were so many exciting points in the diseussions, from Gene's on the unity

of student and working youth struggles, tc Xaren's on the self-determination of
people and ideas that is at the hea»t of youth mevements. There vae certainly a
focus on the first Internationalist Harxist~Humanist Youth pamphlet, the Farsi
translation of "Iran: Unfoldwent of, and Contradictione in, Revolution,” And
Erica pointed to next year by locking at last year's highest point: Raya's five
lectures atWoyne State University, and what we will do for the classes we will hold
on the new Draft Chapter to come,
. For himself, as a young antoworker just laid-off,
Jim felt that the recession wag something that never really went away., The bank-
ruptey that hits you isn't just Chryslexr's, but the bankrupicy of ideas and the
revolt of youth against it, from high schoel situdents fighting ID badges to the
youth in the factory even vhen times are "good," stopping the line, eitting down,
walking out, He deseribed the revold of the young workers in his plant, the vay
they fought the union leaderchip as well as the company, The recession is pro-
ducing people with ideas of freedom, ‘

’ o In the anti-nuke movement, our view is cer~
tainly unique and eritical to its direction, ‘the fact that the special issue of
the Flint Veice on the anti-muce movement will be printing an artiels by Lou Tux-
ner yill be important for our work thig yeer, Everything will be heightened by the
kind of policies that will be coming out of Carter's Enersy Hobilization Board,

As a vay of beginning to take seriously ocur owm importance . to ‘the. movement, the
Touth Heeting decided to do some things we never did before, Ve took minutes, .
Vie decided to publish a Youth Bulletin on *he mecting, and also to 1~n:ite. it up in
the Youth colwmn in ¥al. And next year, Jim resolved, wo reslly will heve regular
Youth correspondence vhich helps bring together 21l our activities, If we meet
these perspectives, we will be ready for our second publication--the first igsue
of the Internationalist Young Nardstepumanigt, S .

™ e A o e R - o e Em e ee

After the UL and Youth veports, the Dislcuasion reaumed on both of -those re-
ports and on the report by Olga on Ovganization/yel, : :

: . Kevin, llew York, wanted o talk
about correspoendence, and not alone.the corregpondence he sent back from Furope,
but the stack of correspondence he received from Raya, Clgn, lile, the REB minutes,
the letters from the comrades in jfew Yorl:, They gave me a concrete politicale
philosophical link with the organization and sustained my day~to-day political di-
-rection. The other correspondence, -my letters to the Center, algo helped give me
direction, lovin said, because it forces you to sit down very concretely and thinlk
about vhat you did and vhat you will de next weele, Corzespondence is o fomm of
organization »f thought, Lenin didn't went free-lance intellectuals runing all
over; and Hevin vnsn't in a local, Bub thet coxrespondence helps you have the or—
ganizational sonse you need, and it shouldn't just be for Lurope, but contime
nov that I am back in i'rw Yorik, : : T

) feter, Los Angeles, continued the discunsion on the
Youth leeting, stresping that the vorld-wide Yyouth revolutionary involvement was
in charp contrast to the organizations within the movement who vent to water down
the struggle, to limit the expression of the struggle's totality. DPoter said that

mation of the Internntionalisgt Marxi gt=Hu-

meniat Youth Comnittee and the reagon for its ntriot connaction both to new sube
Jecto of liberation and to Marx's new continent of thought, e pointed cut that
the committce began in the Perspectives digeussion in June, a6 a central rart of
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it organizational conclusions, not an o oz .,..c‘.... euwestion, He then reviewsd

the uorlc of the IHYC in Los Angeles this summer, with the classes on T&F, the

publication of the Farsi vamghlel, the anili-muc ..-4..11., mnd the ""*“"“’-‘Ct’o"“: +n the

Latino movement, streszing that the YIntemmaiion in ouxr name is not an
illusion of a new International, but part of the fotality of our committment to
the necded American Revolution.

Dave, Chicogo, described his experionce vith Ro—
botnik in Chicezgo, ond the 'mized responsea" he got, 4 shipyard worker was very
impressed and wanted to pet it reprinted in the union paper, but the Leftists see
"the party is infinitcly good," and they don't want to read any more. There is 2
1ot of relevance for Chicago, since we have the Fops coming to visit us this year
toc. The "ILiberated Trybuna Ludu" really is, as Rays pointed out, a very high
stage of revolutionary opposition threugh satire, and Dave wanted to add an Amer—
ican touch, on the subject of the lilchigon onti-nulke “org‘.m.zers“ voting against 2
"név hunman scciety: "Save the foresl/ the hell with the trees/ a brand new so-
ciety/ but no people please!™ X
Bill, Hew York, said that he had been reading Marx's
Criticque of the Gothe Promrem, end was struck by the passage on wage labor as a .
systen of nlavery, Liere he vorls, Till said, the word "olavery" isn't rhetoric,
\le work days of Ll 16 or 18 hours everjr week., ‘Tite limit of the worlcing day is
vhen the job is done, 41 old worker un my job said to me: "You're a slave."
fnd he wasn't kiddings 1t is real today, In the cloasses on PR this year, Heyd
expanded on the illwmination of 'bhe Black dinension that larx gav in John Brown's
movement. Bill then raised zome nev points on the strugple in Kansas, and John
‘Browm's conclusion: "I will carry the war to Afzice (Dl ae].. [mler:.ca.) " Bill a~-
greed to develop thece pointe for a future article,.

. Thowe, Los Imgeles, concentrated
on the situation in euto, vhere he is now laid-off.” Diccussing the fomms the re—
volt takes, vhether absentesisn a2gcinst foreed overtime, ox incomplete. jobs against
apead-up, Thome shoved hov the union is only on 2id to production foxr the company.
The Blue Sheet at GH Douth Gate, he s2id, Las been the only alternative workers
can tuxn to—and they have, Sharon, Chicego, reported on the Yfomen's lusic Pestl-
val held last week in rurel Michipan, vhere 7,000 Monmeng nostly leshn.ans, enjoye:l
rusic-and talk, This yeax, the con’cx.atlmtmns in-the rgy movement and the women!
mowement were brought sharply home, Sharur said, when Canadisn women were harassed
by border police and most of the women at the featival were too inte their owm
thing to care abtout their sisters, They talled about the wondexrful feeling of
"gisterhood" vhile doing nothing, Counter--culture isn’t enough.

After a break i‘or
Lunch, the Dl"cussion Resumed. on Organiza.tion/ll&l,, yith Felix lartin, Los Angeles,
chairing, DBecly, Clncugo, agkett to anply fnr wembership. After discussion, Becky
was unanimously voted in ag e now member of llews and Letters Committees.
1iike, Co-llational Orr;anizer,

agreed that no cne can 'nred:z.c't the events of the year ahead, but scid we shouldn't
act as though we have no idea about vhat the relotionship will be between Rayels
work on the nev boalt, Olga'o collaboration on it, and all the organizational tasks
ve have sct for ouruelveu this yesw, All are poxt of one logical-kistorical move-
nent--one single movement-—to end the mepoxntion between philesophy and revolution
that has emerged at the heort of cvery revoelution in our age, IMike traced the
three monthc last year vhen Raya 1~.'or1:oc1 with 0lga on the Draft Cheapter, and he waa
Acting Uational Oxganizer, otressing the oxperience we had then; when Raya, far
from "disappearing', uvote to uc on the prog—ref‘s of <he ohapter, on Pope John Paul
II, ond on the Iranion revolution,

Hany people, like aa.td, hove aslked Ywhat they
could do to help® next yeoar, und ho offered te tell them now, firot and foremont
on the papor, The koy ilo individual re-organization abvout our relationship to
the poper. On opace, ceeing that stories are not wwiitdien ot wmmpble lengths,
and expooting the Qenter to vut them, On dondlinen, scrupulously aditering to them
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o that £11 the articies can be here in time fo1 uc te have a view of the paper
=5 & uhiolés Ml moat of «ll, lu see the 4 Uz Soyn has toiked about as sur tesi
of revolutionary journalion, co that pxticles do not have Lo be re-writiten here.
Fike had just ene le.st po:mt, on caoyrespondence., If we all followed the report
Kevin gave on corresnondence betusen Turope and the Center, and concretized it
for our owm activity, that is something thet vould male 2 world of @ifferxence
nexi year.

Arme, llev Yorl, felt fthat liarx's philosophy of liberation will be the
casure of vhether ve con male 2 leap in truly uniting philoseophy and revelution,
vhether on the VN or on the German Dociz) Democratic women's movement, and how
it takes wemen out of history. The onposite is vhat we will be doing on the
study of the nev book, and on the elasses in Capnital, Theoy will be an cpportu-
nity to challenpge many pecple we knou in the VIl Lillizn, Bay Arzea, felt that
the cases of bavtered wemen are nou becoming very important, ‘licmen have been
able to turn around the criminal justice system., She asked that the committees
-for battered vomen be supported, and told ef new fri ends she had met in this
wark.
Tommic, Detroit s W35 concerned \-:i't:h thres points on the Blacl: mevement we
‘need to be talking up in &L this year: leadership, youth and the man/woman re-
lationship. There 1z such a division betuesn the "leaders' and the Black youth,
vhether the leaders arc middle eclazs oxr radicals. $She described how some na—
tionaligt adults at a youth mce'l,:.na; vere terrified oi‘ the youth reading }&L. But
everyone bought & copy anyway. ‘'Pommic zlso took up how liichelle Yallace end the
rationalists seem to be on opposite sides of the fight over man/usman relation-
chips. Dut both ave reducing the quention to zomal »elations, ad making soeial
revoliuion into "sexual revolution.," The greatest ¢xpose of thia, Tommie said,
wasn't cither her own or MMane's review , Wut Hoya's in the Iran PPL. Ve oan't
let people write any nonsense and ooll z.t Black Thoeught wvithout angwering it in
the year ahecad. ' , S
’ indy, Jetrolt, pointed tc the sucunt of writing Reyd and Olga had
.donge for ICL. lact yoar, It :mounto to 3 dogues, dust in space terms, That is
vhat we Have to give seriocus attention to when we write. Andy returned to vhat

Raya wes able o oec in the &L reports on the Gary convention of 1972—-thc vhiff
of oil that is now beeoming a stench. The “who, uhat, vhere, vher" in Denby's
article vritten then, helped Noya go back and vork out vhet the Muslims and Mao-
ists vere doing now. Andy felt that IfL had ineocrporated so much of the ex—
perience that Lonin's Pravda had mude, that owr neuspaper is nov breaking ground
no one has ever seen before, Ted, Bz*y Areay on strike ot o child care center,
told of the confrontations uith awmred security gnawrds. It lays bore the des~
potic plen of capital v, the plan of the i rkora., The kids understend the ctrile

_very well. Ue said that the main point folﬁfoaﬁl now is getting neady for Denby'o
trip in Qctobar,

Irico, _)etro:.t, vas struelt by how much the Youth meeting had
arowm both in mumbers cnd Bcrmu:.:ncs.. over the yeers, PFart of the new is the

na.t:.onﬂ.l of'ta ce, UHELY  LHC e IA.LJ.J(_, ViGe Jiveae - AN Jim bCi:’l._'_‘,‘ on LSRRG fSallebinme

vill malie a real difforence this year, che sald, =aud might mean that we can final-
ly underatond our relation to the sxchivos. Frank, Deotroit, said that 0lga's pre~
pentation on our history made him think of the phrase “long march of philosephy."
In his owm life, from the 1940g, og o youth falling in love with the dialectic

to today, there is a whole history. OQvganization, the zelation of us to each
other, ig philogcphy. This is what wo are vorliing out, and it nocds camaraderie
to de it. '

Hexy, Detroit, sitrossed thai WIL-ii&kL's contral role for the year to come
vasn't the same as that for the youth, And it isn't only "lowor and decper,"
It is on "woman as reason," che onld, and especiolly in our responaibility for
the VL page. Hexy questioned vhather oun attitude toward VL journala left N&L
"lagt on the 1ligt," and vhether vhen we do feature vhat the masc movement has dono,
ag in iran, we huve really eaught vhat in new, Diane, Detveit, spoke as a now
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Detroiter and a new membeor of tha Fhilovophical~-Technical Committee recpensible fox
puiting out the paper, Deseribing the iy the cormittee dizcussed each article,
sho stressed both the need for zdhevensce to feadlines, and the importance of send-
ing in artielec in a wey that thoy it wol nees = lot of ro-soxiting. Ao the ons
recponsible for the lnbor page, I nov coe how importont it is to work out what
Raya said in Perspectives on vatching the developmentr in labor fox the next two
menths, : .
Bess, Los Angeles, felt that it was inpoxrtant Yo see what wo have done on
the Latino movement, GShe singled cut Bugene's speech at o conference on Latin
fmerica this year as a high point, ond described how she uoxls with it as "follow—
through," Terrv, Chicago, spoke of reading Capitsl and PR at the same time that
ghe was in a elass on current U thecrists, ard how the greund of Marxist—Humanism
vas so important to talte ingtesd of those Junlty '"heorigée." Terry reported hexr
resolve to write for &L each monthy not worxying about vhether it . ig published or
rot, because, che said, "celf-development iz exhilprating," ‘
Chris, Bay Area, talked

on the urgency of the onti-nuke movemeni's need for a reu Iimd of leadership——one
that does see a totality, rather than nazrou teclmical-cultural elitism. Chris
dresoribed the Bay Area's work with Lou Turnerts article on the anti-mile movement
ond Hative fnericens, as part of *he wey 211 the divigicnz vere forced to emerge.
Evan, Chicago, took the Ifloor to express heyr different Feus and Letters Commitices
seemed to him thar all the other Left greups, There is 2 real scnse that you ex-
press the development of 4he humen individual toward 2 nev gociety. : :
o ' : ' : Bob, Detroit,
stressed that the 1980 dezdline is ercoted by the verld situation and is not a date
for having a new book in oux handz, Instend, it is alse. a dete for ourselves to be
new members, and to attract a nev cudience to dimenes the boole with, Ve won't
write the book, Bob said, but we have to see that we ave thers with it. Susan,
Letroit, asked vhat liind of activiiy can you have in nnother organization &g a
HMorxist-liumanist? Che sugpested that activity reports ob the local meetings be
given much more seriously, thought cut befcnehand, becauce the sepavation between
the "tusiness meeling” and the "edlicational” is anotliexr fowm of the: separation be-
tween philosophy and oxganization, : . o

. . . . At the conglugion of the DISUULSION ONF ORGANTZA
TI0V/HL, Raya tool the flcor for a Juwmation. She hae asked that 2ll study the
Postseript Yo the Perspectives Nepcrt in sulletin lpmiber One in liew of any at-
tempt to reproduce that summation here, B

John flan, Bay Ares, tool the chair for the next scusion, and turmed the floor
over to Charles Denby to present tho FINANCE REPCOAT,

: Denby introduced the finance
report by tying it very tightly to the neu high stage of the wnity of philosophy
and erganization we have reached in the preparationa for the book, fThe finaneial
annest of thal preperubion incinded rinpneial responsibiliiy for a full-time nae
tionol organizer at the Center, at the came time that 211 the nevw woxk of this year
is being expanded, and that ve make sure ¥&L is sustnined, Denby concretized that
responglbility immediately Ly spelling out $25,000 av the amount we would need for
the year to come, Iie streemsed that thin goal had nothing in common with Jimmy Car-
terts call to cocrifice, since eur whole history hac proved what i% really is:
our own seclf-development, This was gshowmn for the past year in the many creative
ways the comrades found to raise the monoy we needed, even when ve wers faced with
such exriges as having 0 move sur headguariers in the middle of the winter--a move
that turned out to be a Llepsing in disguise. | Hor were the contributions limited
to the membors, The Appeal ihis year brought in aver $1,000.

: : © IL you look at the
Tinancial wreport for this year, whnt ctande out imnrodiately are the sales of our
Horxist-flumanict literature, a figuve far greater than any in our ontire existence,
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£i2600 more than last year, One orea, he said, ihet nesds to go up, otill more this
coming year is subscriptions %o gL, The calec of Denby's own bool, IHABW, as
well ar the Nl1ack Thenshi pamphlet realiy helred cpen novw docze everypndiere Ffrom the
cempus te international relations, and neir it vill coon be on sale in Dritain,

that this vhole year had proved to Denby ves how a cmall group lilke HEL Cles. can
bring forth from ourselves and oithers crooiive ideay and the needed money to put
them into practice. UYouldn't it be great, he said, if we could have two in the
office full time, all the time, and nct only when 0lga is avoy with Raya?

Denby then opened the floor foxr diseussion and pledges by turning over
the first contributions to the Svstaining Tand--a weel!s wagec from Dick 4., in
Britain, and & very substential £heck from friends in the liiddle Easi, anxious to
help us vith the American Revolution, During the finance discussion, thers were
tuo more applications for membership—Ifrom late, Bay Aren, and from Ron, Chicage.
The Plemum toolr un both zpplicaticons immediately, and warmly sccepted both Kate
and Ron into membership, At the conelusior of the discuscion, the fotal pladged
for cur Sustaining-Publishing-Crgznizing Mund came to over 528,000.

an £ 24
o £ 3

The follouing MOTICHS were then made and voted nupon:

1-T¢ publish, as the firct Posié-Flenum Bulletin, Raya's Pers;iectives'neport and
the Eyem‘.’cness Intexnaticnal Reporte by Hevin and Azadkax, Cd,

2-7To publish, as the second Pogt~Flerum Bulletin, Olgals Nepert cn ’Organization/lT&L,
attaching to it the Dummary of this Plenum. This Bulletin to be published no
later then Qet. 1. Cd, -

3-To approve the Finance Report, and itc justaining Fund goal of §25,000. Cd.

'

W * Y

liichael Conno]‘.ly,'
Co-liational Organizer




