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40 CRITICAL-ESSAYS
BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

IN THE BATTLE OF IDEAS

Introductory Note

The past two decades have witnessed a batrle of ideas that reveals the
national-international, objectlve-subjective.crises that test all revoluttonaries.
To show, concretely, how this battle of {dess with all tendencies has begen met
by Marxist-Humanism throvghout the critical 1960s and 1970s, we present here a
selected group of articles by Raya Dunayevskaya, National Chairwoman of News and
Letters Committees. All the articles have appeared in her regulayx coluimn, "T“fl)
Worlds”, in News & Lettars, the journal of this Merxist-Humanist organization.

They range from critiques of rulers 1ike Mao, whoge "How to Handle Contradic-
tions Among the People™ shook the world, to non-rulers like the Trrtskyist Mandel,
who play with ideas; from seriocus theoreticians like Theodor Adorne to dilletantes
playing at revolution, like Regis Debray; from such great contributors to thought
as Karel Kosik to such vulgar oropagandists as George Novack or Tony CHiff; and
from serious Herxist ohilosophers like Antonio Gramsci to the “outsider looking
in", Jean-Paul Sartre. ' )

* The columns in this collectton reveal the {deolopical strugales raging .from’
East Europe to Cuba, from Afriece to Japan, and within every movement from Black
to anti-war to Women's Liberation. They include original ertic{es.AEBsaysf:hqt
. were later developed into full pamphlets, and articles that may have appeared
earlier -elsewhere, whether in & student magazine-like the Activist of Oberlin
College, a philosophic journal like Telos, or at an academic conference 1tke the
Hegel Society of sfmerica. .

_ Although these columns have been chosen from the '60s and !'70s, .because
‘history censtantly reverts to, catch the continuity of the past to the present and
to the future, three esrlier dates , (1944, 1957, and 1959) and three different
places {the U,S., China, and Africe) will disclose both the internstionalism of
genuine harxism for our Hay, and the depth of the roots of Marxlst-ﬁumaqism in
the U.5,, especially in its Black dimension:

0 "Negro Intellectuals in Dilemsa" (NSL, Feb. 1961); & critical review of
Gunnar Myrdal’s An éderican Dilemma, reveals that as early as 1944 we projected
the revolutionary vanguard nature of Black masses vs. the narrowness of Black
intellectuals who swerve s easily as the man on the flying trapeze from instant
Harxism to kowtowing to the white Establishment, and from Black nationalism
back to instant Communist-statism.

i Alchough Marxism and Freedom(z) was already on galleys when Mao gave nhis
specch on "Mandlins Canewadigeigas® i $057 - the suther coneidovad it o
much the opposite of the new stage of freedom opened by the Hungarian Revolution,
and so critical to the political-nhilosophic battles soon to be raging, that a
new footnote (#17) was added to dorxism and_Freedom to pinpoint that “...outside
of the exploitative class.rglétlons themselves; nothing s0 clearly exposes the

new Chinese ruling class as their thresdbare philosophy.”

¢ Th of-tha.Third World thai warhed the 1960z was scarcely announced
befare the genuine philosophic battle of ideas which Kad appearqd in Afriqa was
cought, in 1959, in Nationslism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the Aff?-ﬂsian
Revolutions., At the seme time, the underdeveloped American intellectusl’s
“End of Ldeology" thesis of Daniel Bell was contrasted to the visjon or "Afyican
. Sogialism" (News & letters, May 1960). 5889
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It was the 19705 that saw a veritable hunger for philosophy -- 2 philosophy
of liberation that could glve directiocn to the new world-wide generstisn of reve-
luticnaries the activ;sc 1960s hod oroduced, and a first recooni;§3n that theory
could not be picked up "en rTouis". 1n Philosophy énd_Revojution s pubrlished
in 1973, Raya Dunayevskaya has presented essential ‘studies of the three funde-
mental “Alternatives" to narxist-duw@nlsm -=- two Marxist revolutionaries, Leon
Trotsky and iao Tse- -tung, and the Existentlalist, JeanwPaul Sertre, as well as
a full study of the philosophic ambivelence of Leajn.(%) These chopters are
indispensatle for any serjous revolutionary to study fully.

Finally, the four soecial classes on Philosophy and Revolution that Raya
Dunayevskaya gave on the Wayne State University cempus, Detroit, in the Spring
of 1979, uhich were taped and heord nationally (the Syllabus for these classes
is appEnded to this colleetfon), bring us to the threshold of the 1980s, which
will see the publication of her latest work: Rosa Luxemburp, Today's Yomen's
Liberation Mowement, and dMarx's Philosughy of Rewvolution.

- NEhS ﬂND LETTERS COMi:ITTEES:
Au°uet v 1979

L — b

Footnotes @

(1) The eatire collection of . "Two Worlds™ columns, es well as the Yelated writings
cited, can be read in the RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA COLLECTION, on denoslt ot the Walter
Reuther Library of Weynz State University, Detroit, } ‘ich. 48202,

{2) MARXISM AND FREEDOM, which re- establlshed both the American and the Humanist
roots of uarxism. has seen elght editions singe it first eppeaved ‘In 1958, pub-
. 1ished by Bookman Associates, New York. It 1is available in Italian, Japanase,
French, Spanish. The 3ritish edltion i3 by Pluto Prcss. 1975, London-

(3)_ PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION was published by Dell, New York in 1973. It is

available in a Spanish edition (Siglo Veintiuno) and an Itallan edition (Feltri-
nelli).

(4) This chapter was publlshed both by Telos in th!s country end by Praxis in
Yugoslavia and -Aut Aut in Italy,

Subscriptions to News & Letters, in vhich Two Worlds appears every issue, are
aveilable from NEWS & LETTERS, 2832 East Grand Blwvd,, Detroit. aieh. 48211, for
only $1 a year. Bound volumes of ‘all the issues cited, and copies of most of
the other writings referred to, are alse availeble from News & letteys, For
information on the wicrofilms of THE RAYA DU\AYEVSkﬁYF COLLECTION, write to!

Archives of Labor History and Urban Affairs, walter Reuther Library. Hayne
State Univeraity. Detroit), hlch. 48202,

5890




-3=-
TABLE OF COUTEHNTS

on C.P. SNOU: “Automation and the Pialectic" ('arch, 1960)
4 eritical revies of "The Two Cultures and thg Scientific Revolution"

or LEOPOLD SENGHOR:  "African Socialism" (Hay, 1960)
A review of Senghor's essay vs. Dantel Bell's "End of Ideolopy".
See alse "African Realities and World Polirics" (April/tay, 1961) --
the new Introduction for the British edition of dationalism, Communism,
Marxist-Humanism and the Afro-Asian Revolutions; and series of Political
Letters written from Africa, 1362, For an examination of the "Economic
Reality and the Dialectics of Liberation,” consult Philosophy and
Revolution, Ch. 7. - : :

on FIDEL CASTRG: "The Cuban Revolution: The Year After" {Dec., -1960)
See alsc "Ideology and Bevolution: What Happens After" (Nov. 1962).
For a treatise on "Latin Amerieca's Unfinished Revolutions.? see the
Political-Philoscphic Letter of May 15, 1971. 2

1.E.B, DUBOIS, RALPH BUNCHE L.D., REDDICK, et. al,:
"Negro Intellectuais in Dilemma™ (¥eb., 1961) This critique,
-written 1n the mldst of ‘WWII, was reprinted because a nev era hore out
the validity of the Marxist-Humanist view of revolutionary Black
Jagses vs, the "talented tenth" who, in the 15608, while not capitu-
lating to a liyrdal, were nevertheless not bothering to build on.the
. New ground of Practice from below, much less working out & philosophy
,'of 'liberation that, historically, would show vheras and hew Black
Thought unites the freedom struggles in thought and in act.
See also "Instant Marxism and the Black Tnteliectusl" (July,—19753._

on UERBERT MARCUSE:  “Intellectuals in the Age of State-Capitalism”. (June-

- JulyfAug.-Sept.; 1961) Sea also'eritique of Marcuse's One Dimensional
Man' in the Activise, Fall, 1964; and “The Newness of our. Philosophic-
Histarichontribution,“ HEL Bulletin Jume, 1969,.for contrast between
1941 edition of Reamon and”Revolution and- Preface to 1961 cditlon.

Be sure also to read "In Memoriam" for Marcuse, Aug.~Sept, 1979,

‘on GEORGE LICH:I‘RE‘!H,ROBERT TUCKER and MICHAEL BARRINGTON: "Marxist-Humanism
in New Books and Reviews' (Dec., 1961)

on JEAN-PAUL SARTRE: "'Sartre's Search for a Hethod to Undermine Marxiem"
(Oct., 1963) . See also "Remembrance of Things Past in the Future ,
Tense," in the Activist, Spring, 1965 ~- a critical review of Sartre's

Ihe Words. -Foi fulli 5tudy, rcad.Chyr & in Philsonnhy and Ravnlnution.

Ly -als’

on GUS'I‘AV‘H’ETTER2 DAVID JORAVSKY, GEQORGE LICHTUEIM, EUGENE KAMENKA (and “the
Sidney Hooks, Daniel Bells, Lewla Peuers a5 well as thelr European
counterparts'): "Hestern Intellectuals Relp Rhrushchev Rebury Lenin's
Philosophic Legacy" (Jan.~Feb., 1964)

on MAO:  “Guerrilla Tactics in Ideological Struggles: Study of Mao's Thought"
(May, 1964) See alge "Hegel vs. Mao: From Culture to Philcaophy to
Revolution" (April, 1969), For full study, read Ch, 5 in Pkilosophy
and Revolution.
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on CLADY ¥ERR and LTS FEUER:  “The FS! and the Community of Scholars'"
(Jan.,1965) .

on TROTSKY: "The Humanism of Marx is the Basic Foundation for Anti-Stalinism
Today” {(Jan., 196G} -- an article written for Tokyo's Waseda Unilver-
sity student paper. See also "Trotsky as Man and as Theoretician” in
Scudles in Comparative Communism, USC Spring/Summer 1977, with comment
by Ernest Mandel and rejcinder by Dunayevskaya. For full study, read
Ch. &4 in Philosophy and Revolution.

STOKELY CARMICHAEL: "'Black Power', Race and Class" (Jan., 1967) —~
~excerpts from a Convention Report to NHeus and Letters Committees,
Sept. 1966. - :

n_FRANZ SCHURMANN:  "Schurmann on Mao's China: A Fantasy". (March 1967)
= a letter sent to the NYRB as critique of thelr special supplement
“on China. R . ’ S

on DONALD CLARK HODGES: "Imstant Vulgar Materlalism vs. Marxist-Humanism”
{Oct., 1967)

on REGIS DEBRAY: "Shortcut to Revolution or Long Road to Tragedy?" (March /
April, 1968) See also Editorial on the assassination of Che Guevara,
Nov. 1967. - . o

on LESZEK KOLAKOWSKI:  "Kolakowskl on Alienation” {Dec., 1968) -~ a raview
written for the Activist, Fall, 1968, Contrast this to the degenera-
tion of his own thought after he was in the “Wagt"-~ see fen,f213
in Philosophy and Revolution; pp. 315-316. g

on_LOUIS ALTHUSSER: “Critique of Althusser's Anti-Hegelianism" (Oct., 1969)

on PAUL CARDAN (CASTORIADIS): "Footnote on the Detractors.of Lenin"

. {Dec., 1969) —- This was reprinted, together with an article by RD
on "™Marx's Debt to Hegel",in a special pamphlet on the 100th .anni~ "
versary of Lenin's birth and the 200th of. Begel's, in 1970 by the
Scottish Marxist-Humanists with a Foreword by Harry McShane.

on PAUL MATTICK: "Economism vs. Marx's Humanism" (Jan., 1970) -

on ERNEST MANDEL: "'True Rebirth' or Wholesale Revigion of Marxism?"

" (May/June-July, 1970) -- See also the author's speclal introducticn
to Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis (NSL 1978): "Today's
Epigones Who Iry to Truncate Marx's Capitai”, a critique of Mandel's
Introduction to the Pelican Marx Library edition of Vol. I of Capital.

on DANIFL MASON and JESSICA SMITH: “History Rourite Degrades lemin and
Black Masges” (Dec., 1970) -- a critical review, written for Telos,
of Lenin's Impact on the U.S,

on JEAN MICHEL PALMIER: ''Slanderous Review Nailed by Author's Reply"
(Oct., 1971) == on answer to a review of Marxism and Freedom in '

e——

Le Monde. : . o
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on BERTELL OLLHAN:  "Pitting 'Human Nature' Againsﬁ Marx's Numanisnm"
(Nov., 1972)

GEORG LUKACS: '"Lukacs' Philosephic Dimension"  (Feb./March, 1973)

MARTIN HICOLAUS: "New Introduction Distorts Marx's 'Grundrisse'"
(Nov., 1973) :

THEODOR ADORHO:  '"'Dialectices of Liberation: ilegel and Adorno" (Dec., 1974)
These are excggpts from a paper delivered to the Hegel Society of
America on "Hegel's 'Absolute Idea as Nev Bepinning'", which has been
reproduced in full in the NSL pamphlet New Essays, See also "A
Second Look at Adorno and Kosik and the ovement from Practice"

{(March, 1978).

AMIRY BARAKA, OVUSU SADAUKI and JOHN OLIVER KILLEWS : "Instant Marxism
and the Black Intellectuwal” (July, 1975) ’

TODAY'S VOLCEM'S LIDERATION THEORISTS: "Women as Thinkers and as Revo~
lutionaries” (June, 1976) For a more complete essay, see also the

Appendix to Workins meen For Freedom (N&L 1976);

on WILLIAM HARRELL: “Worlers' Self-Emancipation Crucial: to Marx" (Nov.. 1976)
This critique of Harrell's essay om '"Marx and Critical Thought"
appeared together with thar article in Paunch, a scholarly journal
concerned with the relationship of literature to radical thoupht.-
It has also been published in full in New Essays.

on_JOAN ROBINSON and FRED HALLIDAY: "Roots, Errors and Dialectics"
(March, 1577) ‘

on TONY CLIFF: "Tony C11iff Degrades Lenin as Theoreticinn (May, 1977)
See also "Tony Cliff Reduces Lenin's Theory to Uncanny Intuition",
a critique of Cliff's Lemin, published as Appendix to iarx's Cagita
and Today 8 Global Crisis (H&L 1978).

on_ROXANNE NITKE: "Chiang Ch'ing, Hua Kuo—feng in Post-Mao China%
(July, 1977) -~ a critical review of Witke's biography of Comzade
Chiang Ch'inpg, later reproduced together with an interview with a
Chinese refugee in Sexism, Politics and Revolution in Mao's China (&L '77)

on ANTONIO GRAMSCI: “Gramscl's 'Philosophy of Praxis'“ (Nov., 1977}

on GEORGE NOVACK: “State-Plan Tetishism and Georpe Novack's Philosophy"
(Dec., 1977) .

on ROMAW ROSDOLSKY:  '"Rosdolsky's ilethodology and Lange's Revisionism"
{Jan -Feh, 1078}

. meiwy

on KAREL KOSIK: YA Second Look at Adorno and FKeosik and the Movement from
Practice" (March 1978)
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om GERARD CPALIAND: “The latin American Revolutions: Uiere to Next?"
(June, 1978) -- excerpted from the Polittcal-l’hi]asophic Letter of
May 18, 1979 on “The Latin American Unfinished Revolutions," to which
had been appended the 1963 correspondence with Silvio Frondizi around
Marxism and Freedom,

on CLR JAMES and GRACE LEE (BOGGS): “Lenin's Philosophic Notebooke and the
State-Capitalist Tendency" (Aug,-Sept., 1978) '

on GEORGE ARMSTRONG KELLY:  "Philosophy and Nevolution: Critique vs, Attack"
(March, 1979) -~ a contrast between a serfous review and Howard Parsons'
slander,

on_ROSA LUXEMBURG:  “A Review of 'The Letters of Rosa Luxemburg'® {Aug.~
’ Sept., 1979) ’ .

* % ‘ 'y

As pa;:f.- of becoming pérticipqnts'in the process of working out s_aer:l.lc':us theory,
News » Letters pregented. (Jan.-Feb., 1979) a draft chapter from Raya Dunayev-
skaya's new work-in-progress -- Rosa Luxemburp, Today's Vomen's Liberation

Movement, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution ~—— vhich includes 2 fundamental
crit!.q_ue not only of HAL DRAPFER, but above all, of FREDERICK ENGELS. . -
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