PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION -
FOUR LECTURES

To meet the challenge of our times and work out theoretical
pPreparation for revolution, historicdlly as well as philosophi-
cally, 1t becomes tecessery to dig deep in order to bring out
the boundless possibilities inherent in Marx's works, especially
the final wnfini{shed work —- the Ethnolegical Note3noks, That
is not all that is needed as ground for the leap -ahcad. What L
is equally indispensable is te call upon the' new foxcas and new . -
Reason of revolution for our day. ’ '

To that end, this series of talks begins, at one and the
same tiwz, with the French vaolutim:and'Hegeliaanihlectics'
as well ag with the 20+h century new foreces. and new passiona,
This. is carried through with the 1848 and 1871 revolutions” o
end Marz's new continent of thought. ' When wé! approach’ the Hoed
20th century, the series delves into not anly WWI and WWII .
as well as the birth of the Third World, but, sbove all,’ :
new forces and Reason that have emerged in the last decade ~-
Rank-and~File Labor, thao Black Dimension, Women's Liberation,

and Youth,

You aré invited to actively participate with us in the
following series of four concentrated lecturés:

‘I'- ’ ' . byl

WHY HEGEL? WHY NOW? AND 20TH CENTURY NEW PASSTONS AND NEW FORCES

Required reading: ‘ . .

Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Ravolution

- ch. 1, “Absolute-Negativity as-Now Dogdimadner
The Ceaseless Movement of Idcas and of Hlstory"'
Ch. 9,"New Pasaions and Kow Forces: The ‘Black ' -
Dimension, the Anti-War Youth, Rani~and-File
Labor, Women's Liberation" B R

Suggested reading:

Hegeol, Phencmenology of Mind '
Szaller Logle - - o R

Frantz Funen, Elack Skin, White Masks o o

Rudi’ Batro, The Alternative : . o

Charles Deuby, Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal




Georg Lukacs, History and Class Consciousness
The Young Hegel

George Armstrong Kelly, Hegel's Retreat From Eleusis
(sec especially pp.238-249)

II.

MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION (1843 to 1883):
From Philosophy te Politics of Revolution, and
From Practice to Philosophy of Revolution

Required reading: :
Philosophy and Revolution, Ch., 2, "A New Continent of Thought:
Marx's Historical Materialism and
Its Inseparability from the Hegel—
_ _ . 1an Dialectic™ .
Marx, The Ethnolopical Notebooks (Marx's unfinirhed last work)

Suggeated reading:
Marx, Civil War in France.
Grundriase :
Roman Resdelsky, “The Haking of Marx 8 'Capital'

IIX.

DIALECTICS OF THE CONCRETE VS. FALSE ALTERNATIVES:
‘Lenin, Luxeumburg, Karel Kosik vs. False Alternatives -
Trotsky, Mao, Sartre . . .

Required reading: . . . ‘ .
Philosopky and Revolution, Ch, 3, "The Shock of Recognition and
. ' ‘ .the Philosophic Ambivalence of Lenin’

Ch. 4, "Leon Trotsky as Theoreticlan”
Ch. 5, "The Thought of Maoc Tse-Tumg" -
Ch, 6, "Jean-Paul Sartre: Outsidar.
Looking . In"

Trotsky, The Permanent Revoluticn

Karel Kosik. Dialecticas of the Concrete

Suggested reading!

Sartre, Scarch for a Hethod

Mao, Ov Contradiction
W a-gul documents on the "Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-'
‘toon" (“"Long Live Mao Tse=Tung Thought")

The Kevolution is Dead, Long Live the Revolution: Readings on the-
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution from an Ultra-Left Per-
spective, especially Sheng-Wu-Lien, Whither China?
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v.

DIALECTIC METHODOLOCY AND DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION
A Review

Required reading: :

Philosophy and Fevelution, Ch. 7, "The African Revolutions and the
World Economy™ ‘
Ch. 8, "State Capitalism and the Cast
Europcan Revolts"”

Frantz Fanon, Sowoto, and Amcrican Black Thought (a News & Letters

] publication)
Raya Dunayevskaya, Dialeccics of Liberation

¥orx!s 'capital’! apd Today's Global Crigin

Yarx's Letters to Vega Zoguliteh, 1 g?dit onz of the four drafis
] ) of the letterd may be found in Marx eund Enpels:

Selected Works (tioscow, Progress
Publishers, 1970), Vol.Il, p.152; Marx and Engels:
Selected Correspondence (Moscow, Progress, 19757,
p.219; and The Ethnological Notebooks of Karl Marx)

Suggested reading:
Fanon, Wretched of the Earth
Erich Fromm (edy Soclalist Humanism
Wews & Letters, American Civilizarion on Trial
Revolutionary Feminism
Sheila Rowbotham, Woren, Resistance and Revolution
J. Kuren and K, Modzciewski, "An Open Letter to .the Party"
Herbert Marcuse, Reason and Revolution (both the 1940 and 1960 editiona)
The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism, Its Origin and
' Development in America, 1941 to Today (availabla
from the Labor History Archivas of Wayne State
University, Detroit, Michigan)




.
ADDITIONS TO THE SYILABLS R THE ITHILOSOFHY AND REVOIUTION CLASSES

The replacement of on "and" by two preopesitions — "from” and "to!' — in
the title of the last ialk in our series of elasses in Philogsophy and Reveluticn,

vhich is now to read: FROM DIATECTIO WETHODOLOGY TO THE DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION,
swrarizes and pinpointe what has developed firom the claspez. Thus, in the first
talls - "ihy Hegel? Why Now? aAnd 20th Century New Passions and New lorces" ——
v added to the required reading,mt one and the same time, the easay on Absolute
Legativity as New Beginning from the NEW ESSAYS pamphlet, and Frantz Fancn's
TUE WHEICHED OF THE FARTH, Thie focused not only on the fact that we were com-
bining Chapter 1 and Chapter 9, ‘but the motivation for that combination — its
. concretization to the point where we mo longer had to fear that resders would
gip ChBP’Ger 1 and run to the presest moment without ever grappling with dislec-
tie methodology. Eve:qrth:.z;e, thercby moved directly from Hegel's revolution - 3in
philosophy to Marx's philosophy of revolution. The present as the test and the
"proof" wes carried to the suggested readings as well by adding owr pamphlet on
FRANTZ FANCIT, SOWLY0 AND ANERIGALT BLACK THOUGHT, )

More important was the need shown, in Leeture two en "Marx's Philoaophy
of ano_lution“ for not seperating PHILOSOPHY AlID REVOIOTION from MARYISM AN:D
FREEDQM, By =a2dding te the required reading Chaplers 5,and 5 through 8,frcm

‘MARXISM AND FREEDOI.‘[, history beceme not only the way it affected Yarx's re-
structuring of L.API‘I‘AI;, but what happened ob;]ectively, from the Civil Var in
the U.8. to the Paris Commme, Morcover, wo moved GRUNDRISSE into the required
reading so that we had the oppertunity to bring in the Orient without needirig to
walt for-the 20th eentury revoluticns ;l:o appreciate Mzrx's new continent of
thought as well as revolution, %o the auggested rcadings. we edded considerable
emphasls on the American roots of r:and.@: AMERICA'S FIRST UNFINISHED REVOLU-
TION as well as the pamphlet on THE FIRST GENERAL STRIKE IN THE U,S., On the
other hand, I didn't wich to leave the contemporary scene only for Part III, and
therefore suggested we add the éritiquo of Ernest Mandel }'%hel pamphlet on

MARX'S CAPITAL AND TODAY'S GLOBAL ORISIS, an well as my "Two Worlds" colum on
Rormon Rosdolsky. Also added wae the apeclal Jan-Feb 1979 issue of WEWS & IEPTERS,
with ny critique of Engels. .

The third lecturc on "Dialoctics of the Comcrete ve., Felso Alternatives!
took nearly twe hours -~ und belleve me, I left out much that X hed intended to
talls about before I felt the 1::1.:!191'f:l.,y:l.ng;.2 Of course 1t covered a groat deal
of ground, but there vas no other way to comp:dse the whole book into four talks,
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In any case, we algo had to add to the reauired rcoding: fivet ana 1rpaintiro,
LENIN!S PHILOSORMIC WOTEDOOLS (Vnl. 38 Collected ‘x‘!orks)s'; socondly, Gramacils
FRISON NOTEBOOKS, espocinlly the articles en Dizlectics and the Critique of
hukharing and thirdly, losa Luxemburg's GENERAL STRIKE.4

Algo sdded tn the readings was Megel!s Smallor TOGIC, Besides the conatant
references to the Sceond and Third Attitudes to Objectivity which you will hear
on the tepes, constantly related to Teon Trotsky and Mao, I felt it imperative
to ecoll atientlon to Lenin's reading of the SCIRTE OF LOGIC. Twe points eo-
pecially wore important to smphasises the point where Ienin finds Hegel reaching
the Absolute Ided = , (Jobnson and Struthers translation, Vol.II, p. 465)
" not, however‘,'mnrely as rbjective world without the subjectivity of the Notiem,
but as objective world whose inner ground and actusl’ persisténce'is the Notion";
and (Vol, IX, p. 477) the point whcre Lenin, in developing at length that final
chapter of Hegel's work, sees "contradictory terms.are held apert ... and thus |
come before conselousness without iutual  contaot, and describes tho letter _
a5 "the essence of the anti-—dialectic." I felt strongly thet this 1s, dindeed,
the essence of the axiti-dialectic and covers not only Trotsky, and Mco, but all
Altomatives of today whom Tenin eniicipated as he concluded that ‘he had no one
to leave his iantle to and had to write the will as he did. . :

Finally we come %o whet I began vith — the final telk., For the Tirst
time, in a falk'ot a wiversity which, 'f.hough under &L Youth ‘_sponsorshiﬁ,waé
nevcrthéless not totally ours, I introduced the organizational question, et
only that, it wes introduced as the third end conclusive point as "The Concreti~
zation of the Absolute Idea", se.y:llng that instend of ending, as usual, with the
two £inal paregraphs of PHITOSOFHY AND REVOIUTION, T wantod those two peragraphs
to beeome the task not that "rewains to be done” but that we would begin doing,
And we had begmi doing 1t in 1953 with the Let'ﬁera on the Absolute Idea, expreseed
1t in organizational form in 1955 with News and Letters con;inittecn, and 1t was
time to stop kedping it as our oz-ganiéational "gecret”, Rather, Jjust as Tenin

1n, vl as PV mvasem o
hod pongrotized the Pords fommunc as YALL power %o tho Sevietel din

1917, we

had better continue with the "Self-bringing Forth of ILiberty" we had been doing
the past guarter contury, If we are serious about the unity of theory and prac—
tico os totalit s then that totality camot exclude colléctivity as N&L Commltiee
form vhere ell work out the dlelectic as the theoreticnl prapnration for the
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Finally, on the Sylicbus itself, whero Suggosted Reedings include Horbort
Marcuse's Ronson and Revelutinn, please chango what 1s in tho parentheses to road:
{the 1941 cdition und Freface to the 1967 céition contrasted) — and add our N&IL
Bullctin en "The Nowness of Qur Philosophic-Historie Contribution", originally
published in 1969, That in where I first stressed our originelity ao centering
en those words "as new beginning" and 1% certzinly should be mrt of thio classe.

Becauge I believe nur comrades should lmow that this is the way these
'lecturc-s end, I'm sending this out now and acking you to attach it to your

Syllsbus.
RAYA
Irhy 1—2, 1979

iIotes.
"1) Besides TABOR ae "summation" for z1l the catogories of Marx, T ineclude’ time,

sinee I bolieve the absolute opposite, tHat Feally tells ‘what Marxist-Humemism is,
1s to contrast Marx's analysis f lobor-time nu that homr of the factory clock
that pounds you into an abgtmction, ‘pgainst Marx's deﬁnition of "t:hne is apace

for human solf—developmmt.“ _

2) I wish someone would velunteer to type from the tapes, vhet I soid in theee
four lectures for which I have no notes -~ provided only & single copy is made
and that one ig only for me, so that I can edit and a-l; BOLO time in .,rc fu.ture
have the four talks es a bulletin.

3) Ve should show thot it is not tho whole of Vol. 3E viiich the Stelinists most
deliberately tried to pretend io a "econtinuity" of ILenin, whoreas the Phidosophilc
Notobooks (the Abztret of Hegel's Science of Logic)  and the work he did in 1914-
‘1915 43 a brenl.with h:r.s ovmn philo ophic pu...t.

4) T just decided to look m‘bo Peul Frolich's ROSA ILUXEMBURG as it was publiahed
by Monthly Rovicw Press and 1o my surprisc found MARXTSM AND FREEDOM listed. Thet
set me oIf %o thinking that perhape wo should really also include the talk on
Ross Iuxemburg 1 gove on Intornational Women's Day. It cortainly is great that a -
book on Hosa Iuxemburg lists MEF and that a book of letters is coming out that :

will have adviscd readerz to study. . .

* Mardaiw Dhas wiropdy bogun to iranscribe both Lectures 2 and 4, and Fugene has

volunteored for transcribing as woll.  Any who wish to voluntecr for this ox-
perience should let us know vwhich they will be doing 90 *the work can be.skared.
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