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eround and actual ersistence is
the Wotion. This is the. Absolute
Idea.”

" “Logical concepts are sub-
jective 8o long &3 they remsin
abstract ... Human concepts are
subjective in thelr abutractness,
separatencss, but objective as
a whole, in the process; in the

sum-total, in the tendency, in
the source."

% B 42 28 ap s se Wk as us

" aee every science is applied
'10gi(:|

- Lenin

@) sB sp em Fe em s ak A4 Fa 4% uP eu

-~ Hegel

Introduction: Whether the "China card” ig in the U.S.'s Bands,
: " or China's Own, it ig a False Alternative

I. The Decrepit U.S. Fcon omy and the Mass Struggles at Home—-
Labor, Black and Latino, Women and Youth

II. Revolukion and Countor~Bavolution: Latin America (Micaragua
especially), Portugal, and Whither Angola and Mamibia

* 1I1, The Middle-East -- at Camp David? Oy as the Crossroads of the Woxld?

S IV, 'Tne‘?raxi.u'df 'I’i’lilOHdPI’ly S - R SO A Ot

Post-Convention Bultletin HNo. 1 September 1978

MEWS & LETTERS 1900 E, JEFFERSON DETROIT, MI. 48207 Price: 50¢

5791




FERETTNMIVES 10767
ifational clm.l.moman's Report to News and Lettere Committeecs Convention

THE DIATACTIC OF TODAY'S CRISES AYD TODAY'S REVOLTS

Introduoticn- Yhether the "China ca.*'d" 15 in the U.S.'s Hands, ox
China's Ovm, It is a Palae Alternasive

Bocause the sub;jective sltuation « thaot is to say, what 'we are, vhat ve
80, and vhat we think w= 1s po integral to the objective world situation, eg-
pecially when that is 50 ridden with myriad orises a8 todayls world is, I
will begin by reading the I.enin—'-[egel quotations on the frontispiece., They

-

may scund ebstra ...c vs Dub they u.umunm;e T.he ‘mest concrete political and ee-

onomic crj.ses.

So urgently do we need to uproot this e:’plo:i.tative, mciat, se:d.a'h
world, that philosophy becomes indispensable, fthe quotations are from
(1) Lenin's Abgtract of rrrgel's Sciencs of Togic — the section on the Doc=
trine of the Hotion, and '2) Hegells Dcc-brine of the Hotion, as Hegel ‘reaches
the Absclute ldea; and, I ‘might add, this is the section where a cen'huy 1o
ter Lenin decided that not crly had no Mandsts underatood Marx‘s ce.'pital,
but his owm esoey on Karl Narx, only 4 month bacl:, hadnlt full,; worl:ed out
the: dialectic, * . e e ‘ -

" "Cognition is reconstructed
and vnited with the Praotical Idea;
the actuality which is fownd as
given is at the same time déter-

- mined-as the abgsoluie end -~ not
however (ag in inguiring cognition)
merely as objootive world without
the Subjectivity of the. Totion,
but as objective world whose inmer
ground and actual pervelstence is
the Notilen, Thic is the Abaclute
Tr‘nn n

‘ "Loglcal: concepte'are sub-
Jective ‘s0 long as they remain
abstract .., Human concepts are .
subjective in their abstraetness,
sepaTateness, ‘but objective as
& whole, in the process, in the
sur-total, in the tendeney, -dn
the source,!

- e

-

" 44y every seclence is applied
logic."
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Ce— Dnndin - Hegel
Tlo doubt enly dimly, but. something by now neverthelesa is gtirring in
our heads wialch points to the fact that the Absolute Idea, far from residing
in heaven, 15 a way .of relating the. ‘subjective to the ob;]ective, of wniting
theoxy with practice in a new rolationship.

* See Marxlsm and Freedom, p, 169, where I quote Ienin's lotter of 1/4/1915
1o the Ineyclopedia Granat to vhom he had submitted his ecsay on Barx, and
now wanted to "add aomething ses (on) the quegtien of d:l.aleotios."
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So let us now look at the reality we must face, some of ihe antagonistic
contradictions that abound in the world,

Tirst end foremost omong the new contradictions that burst forth (during_
these couple of monvhs between the Jwie 17 Drelt Perspectlves and the”f'inal
working out of Perspectiven we need to aclieve t0%.r) ves the Awgust 12 sign-
ing of the Sino~Japanese Treaty, The Toreign Minlcter of Jepen, Sunno Sonade,
followed this up by inforning the weirld thot Chine had informed him that it
(Gh:l_na) would furmsily ebrogate the 2950 friendsﬁip pe.ct- with Russia.

'“—i:;—'aiquﬂu—cuﬂf’—,&m;:'é oubd-that-the-Treaty—vos Bot - Just-between
China and Japan, Hua Luo-feng repaired et once to Russia's impﬂrial sphere
of influence, Bact Europe, specifically Rounania and YLgoslavia, and then to
Russials antaponistic neighbor, Imn. ' :

Vhat far ou'b'v ighs this. ge..'t.ure of nose—thumb:.ng was the globa.l dimen-
sion of Big Power politicking vith the ‘the U.§. The latter was, ‘at one and the
same time, encouraging Japan to conclude that deal with china, and ue:i.ng
China as its card in trying to get from Russia the knd of SAIZ -t;reaty the

' U.S. vanto.

While the population Goiiath, China, on the one hand, end the industriel
glant, Japan, on the other, are by no meens just U.S. surrogates, (similar B
to Cuba or East Germany executing Bussinls:-interests in Ethiopia), it is
still very clear that Russia is not the only cne see.:ing “hegemon;,r" ' Zhe.
stete-capltalist ege is bdi-poclar — Russia and the United Statss —~ and ::I.s .
41tanically nuclear, with each figh‘bing ‘for e_;_:g:_g}e world mastery Wh:l.ch '
doesn't mean that we are already on the precipice, and that otilers won't try
to positlen themselves in a way to make geopolitics sound "ideological',

| Until the actunl missilea start flying, "Getente" as well s confronta-
tion, along with imnumerable doublewcrossesy will te on all the bumers, back
and front, Thus, on the very date, June 7, when Carter vas sabre-rattling
at Arnepolio, he could also emnounce.that the SATR talks vere- "progressing™,
Clearly, neitfSFtEath allowed "confrontation® on mo~called “human rights!
to stand in the way. *

# For once, Andrew Young!s specch on how many “hundreds, even- 'thauaa.nds" of
political priscmers are in Amerlea, procisely becanse it was Mwrongly timed",
drew not only aprlause, but is also being used as ground for Black mans
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Although SAIT may fail through, it ie aiso moi ai aill oul of Tis quastion
that when the UN opens its Assembly in September, Gromyko will net only mere-
1y be in attendance there, but at the White louse, arranging for s meeting
between Carter and Brezlmev,and that before the year is out.

In a word, the shocker is not just that state—capitalism caliing itself
"Commamist? indulges in capitallst-imperialist geopoliticlking vith our lives,
exactly as “private" capitalism does, The ehocker ie not even that "Commun-
1st" Russia sand "Communist" China consider each other, "Enemy No. 1", since
that shocker happened as far back as 1960 when the Sino-Soviet conflict came
into the 'oi:en. ’.E'l‘:le new shocker iz that not only is “ideology! used to cover
' up the Jockeying for stratesic geopolitical positicns with the mudexer of
. Tumumba = Hobutu - 2nd the nost barbaric of I.at:i..nAmerica;L é-ét‘mterf-zjgvo].u—

tionaries — Pinochet of Chile — but that Hua Kuo-feng chose to meet the
Shah at the very moment when a veritable ‘elvil war is in prégresa,in Iran,

_Ever since the. China~japen irade pact wag signed ;}ua'f. a couple-of weeks
baclky no leass than about twelve trade agreéments-have been negotiated, Tirst
vas Chinals export of oil and coal in retwm for Japanege machinery, from -
mining equipment o ﬁé;crc;;cﬁemiéa'.];s; T_t;.e‘-pxd.ce-‘-tag 'v;iii”be a w,lvmpping 520
billion. Inciud'ed are ¢il research technology and egqulipment frdm France,
an open-plt mining complex from Vest (}ernﬁny,‘ and negotlations with a Japan-— -
ese consortium '.;".‘or the sale of a"é0,000-.ton éthanol synth_ea'izing,ioian"b ‘o
be built near the famous Taching oll ‘:Eield.' Lfafw of i;ha'Japa.'nerse deals axe
1ikely to be covered under the 20 billion long-term trade agreement. '

The Westém capitallstn aze dréaming thit Chlna would have to buy; in
the next ten years, no less thin betwéen 320-030 billion of plARt capitals .
Since Peking has said that it only has 53 billion in foreim ocurrency re-
serves, it vould have to go in for heavy borrowing, For ;-_h@', Maeology"
has nothing o do with it} tﬁéy are looking forward to the massive’ interasty,

ppposition to Carter’s holier-than-thou attitude, ss if Rugsia alone vas vi-
olating buran rights, ) , . : :

As far as that is concerned, Durcpean bourgeols editors like Andre Fontaine
(in Te Monde section of Manchestor Guardian, 7/30/78) Likewise wrote that
thers was quite an element of truth in Youngls statement, pdding: "Garteris
sermonizing doesnft provent multinationals from carving up a good part of the
world among themselves with the connivance of regimes that don't glve'a dam
for democracy." - :
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i.€s, profite galore. China, on the other hand, is interested in industriali-
gation, hot-house style, with no great concern for the conditims of labor of
its workers —= exactly as Stalin when he lawnched the First Five Year Flen,
and further intensified it to the breaking point for both workers and peasants
with his demand that the Five Year Plan be finished in four years,

As we put it in the Draft Perspectives: "The greatest tragedy of all in
this era 1s that Mao had, in fact, accepted stete-capitalism as the next
world economic order} Skocking as that souwuds vhen expressed straightforward-
1y, ¥ao had it in the back of his mind as eaxly as 1957.% In a vord, once a
revolutlonary does mt ground himgelf/herself on new revolutionary begirmingg
£ron below, sch as the 1956 Humgerian Revolution, and make that new beg&
ning the determinent for a new end, with the goal beiy_g FREEDOM == retrogres-
gion ig inesca Eble.

Preaently, ‘the relationship of subjec'bive 'ho objective is not theoxry
but prao‘bice. Tt ig not something in the distant future and at a faravay
.place. It is the imperative need- right here and now, ind because this is oo,
philosophy itself can become a force of revulu't:ion :1f we-practice 1%, not just

on Sundaya, 50 t0 speak, but daily. <

v

Ietls bsgin w:l.th the neven—cha.nsing, grea.test de'i:em:l.nan't of all . the
‘class struggle, and let's begin at’ home w where the mein enenv alwa.ys ig

with the U.S. capitalist class, .
B : * ‘ *

I, _The Decrepit U.S., Economy and the Maes Struggles at Home ——

Iabor, Black and Iatino, Women and Youth _

- Dualitieé vihich aren't Just intra-capltalist geopoliticas, but.are the

- type ‘of oppoaites which are totally irreconcilable, are, of course, labor and
capital. Joblesmess, far from diminishing (with or withowt the Humphrey-
Hevidns so-called '"full employment™ BLll) is deepening, that is to say, there
i3 n generation that may never see a Jobj there are plenty of Black teenagers
who can testify o that, And even when the U,S5, Commerce Dept. deoided. that
production had grown higher than they ant:l.o:’;.patéd for the April-June period —
&% instead of 7.4% -— they had to ‘acknowledge, at the same time, that infla~-
tion, instead of being the 723 they had reported, rose to 10,76 In a word,
we are neerly back to the Hixon-type double-dlglt inflation, to which must

be added: the sharp fall of the dqllar-
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Because crises are mitiplying daily, capitalist ideclogues doul!t even
. Pretend to come up with sny solution, Instead they busy themselves with oree
" ating. a new vocabuwlary to hide just how organic is the sickness of the aecn-.
Om¥e * (ne new phrase the capitalists have come up with, (as Peter Mellory
showed iy the latest issue of Y&L), is "reduced productivity of eapital in
crelationship to labor," -

© It dsnlt that these Jdeologues don'+ know that lsbor and only lebor is
the source of a:L‘L /e end surplus value, 2Zut so bad i1s the job situation
and s0. total their impotence, that all these ideclogues can do iz play with
viords =~ and that in the face. of rebellious worldng masses, men, women, and
youth, white ‘.as well .as Black, who are-always ready to wildeat) Vitness the
. Tact that suech ultra-conaervative labor bureaucrats like feorge Heany, as well
as the more liberal. Vernon- Jordan of the Urban League, have been forced to.
conduct a continuous eriticism of Carter. Doug Fraser of the UAY in faot
‘.fg.'j.t compelled . to iesign_i’rom_tha President',a I;abor—Managemént Groyp.

""Add“to ‘what -the labor leaders had to eriticize, the txuith of women's
conditions. Ruth J, Hinerfeld, president of the League 6f Women Voters, -had
to entitle her article for Vomen's Equality Day -this Auvguat 26 (Christian
Selence Monitor-8/23/78), "Women!s (_)equanty Days" And she shows that far
more senous “I:han the guegtion’ of the ERA.are the conditions of unemployment
and welfare, . S : o

" Ho less than 26 million pet';ple < of vhom 11 m{llion are.children ——
1ive below the poverty level in this richest lend in. the world, Three- fourihs
of the 3,4 millim families receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Ghildren
are headed by women, Iudeed, the whole trend has been an inerease in female-
headed families v:ith children w in the laot decade the humber of such fam~

Hlies 1‘-&9 grown ten-fold. 'l‘hoae who _'ballc glibly of sending those women to
‘worlt ahould Imow that *hh:l.s wou.'l.d hard.'l.y meet the need, since woemen's wages
are, even now, 603 of the median income of men, And the truth of course is
that masy can't get jobg —— and they are loolcin.g for :jcbs not only to get out
of the kitehen, but out of nacesaity. '

contra.st that to the White House delud:!.ng 1tae1f, a8 1f it is o matter
of singing the song "e.ccentuate the posit:l.ve, elminate the negativs.“ uare
is the way the COuncil of Boonomic Advisera does it, Its advice is that, in-
stead of emphasizing the joblessmess, one 'ghould Maocentuate the rositive" —
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the ratio of those who are working., Instead of stres_sing the %5 unemploynrent
" for 1978, why not show that 607 of the adult population 1s woridng? The trou-
ble with that, is that then we would see an even greater percentage of people
not working — and those who camnot get a job arenft the rich at leisure,
Well, the new supermen—economlsi~-politicisns had an answer to that, too. They
speak nov — and that's the "negative" —— of "the capricious nature of mdve-
ment in end out of the labor force,! That !ecapricious nature' refers to women

and toeragerss

What to do now? Well, what is ;melied in regarc'i to women is the old
myth: send them back to the kitchen, But as for youth, no one, not even those
gullders -of the truth, can claim ‘it is VYonly'-a minority that is ...nvolved in
" unemployment; when it comes to Black teenagers, it is the avemheimmg najor-
ity., Nevertheless, nothing fazes ideological ‘prize~fighters for capita.l;lém;'

their ready answer is: instead of glving out figures about "é_énaral“ mem-

- ploymerit, let's Hlay up the specifio job programe catering +o Black tesnagers.
In that vway, they show that in the last six months Mglone", Black -teensge em—
) ployument " Jumped" — 5%. . S ' . A Lol

And while they are in the business of "acoentuating 'the positive- a.nd el
iminating the negative", why not elso clain- that the unemplojed: aren't BIL
fthat bad off"? After all, they get wiemploymént benefits, don't %hey? And
vhen that stops ses 7  Ah, welly don't dwell o the "negative", - Belleve it .
or 'not, Heweweek: (8/21/78) headlines all that gobbledygoolk "Jobs: The Sumy.
Side,!- '

That the masses not only now the truth, but revolt against it, im seen
-in the strikes, formal and wildcaty There is hardly a day free o:r 'l:hem.

But the capitalists, slong with the pettyfogging gimmicks regard.mg la—
hor and women and youth, have decided to scare tnemselves, a.nd therefore 15
sued a "warming" to the government a.bout notm.ng short of tg new rorce :Ln 'I;he -

world economy: stateless money."

It 1s of course no swall matter that a few dozen banks control no less
than {400 billion and, as Business Vieek (8/21/78) puts it, this is "10 %imeas
biggor than it was a decade ago, 4 times bigger than it was as recently as
1972." oreaver, although OFFC's quadrupled price increase has "radiatribu—-
ted" the worldts liquida.'ty, ‘or a5 Business Veek put it, "pulled mme;,r by
the ton avay from the West and spread it into the Mideast, Asia, and Iatin
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v America o4, that simply has not, cannot solve. the problem,

Indeed, theugh 'bheae :Lntellec'tual "prizei’ighters AT’ eapitalien! keep far
avay from Marxist refarences %o the Third Vorld being sucked into the world
mrdet, one of them, Faul Lewis %, details how complidated this whole question
of the falling dollar and OFEC renlly 1ss Tt may actually bosmerang, because.
1f OFEC raises oil prices, then 1% courts recession in the’ industrial world
where 1% hag wnaiderable invesmts; if they switch completely avay from
the dc].‘l.ar, that can disrupt the ourrency marikets of :ﬂl industrigl nations
and/fouta. really enter a prolonged world receseian 'that might bring. the whole
gystem doviniy und 1f OPEC rerlmces 'bhe dollar vith a more "stable basket of
‘curreiciash, there ig ne way of .‘mcminb that that m.ro-ba.sket plus Japanesﬂ
yen wouldn't liltewisa collapse, because when ail is spia and done, p"oduction
is the determinent a.nd, in ‘hat sphere of production, “the U.S. 1s still ihe .
top of the heap, - o

Ir it Vieren't for Rosa Inxenhirg quoting Mehr:h'Lg 'hha.'l: Hilferd:l.ug' 8
Finanee cagital wagy written Yby an edueated beric clerk", I would gat axcited
‘about this new, really fantastis "integrated global money and capite.l syatem,
almost to‘cally ou'f:aide of all govamment regul&tions, that can send billions

" of Eurodollara, Euroma.rks and other 'stataiess' currmaies hurtling a:mmd
the world 24 hours a d.ey." But as it is, the ga.mbling of 'bhe eruper-rieh \?ith
the money not nalongiug '{:o tham holds 10 aurpriaes. Some muckrakers will"
ezpose, the government will shou't, and sti.ll & never name will be devised tor
govemment end capi’cal f].eea:lng the poor, until :I.‘b a:l.l collapses, 1:Lke :Ln the
Decade of Dapression. The ol:l.gopolies wiJ.'L a'bill come cut on top, and we're
st11l at the bottom, wntil we finally uproot this whole expl.oitative syatem.

As fop the U.S. gwemment, nothing 80 worrieu them as :in‘t:eme.t:l.onal
banking, only in this case, 4t's what thoao intematinnal banka do in 'bhis
country, Thus the Joint congrossional Committae pointed o ‘the faot that
the assets of these foreign ‘banks have leaped :Erom ,7 bﬂlion in 1975 o no-
'thing short of $100 blli today, Yikat they don't sae is -bhat what undene
Iines the sharp duslity in our werld beriddanMd crisea is not .‘fOI‘-
eign benks but elasy stmgg_les at home.‘

¥ This finance specialist from the New Yorlk Times, during the ptrdke of .that
raper, sees that his words of wisdom are not strikebound, This was published
in the Detroit Free Press, 8/20/78,

W
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Thus Senator Stevenson, who is most interested in trying to spur control-
ling legislation, attempted to spell out where all these 256 bramch offices
are, and siressed the fact that Houston alone is, served by no less than 29
forelgn benks, Okay, let's take Houston _alone, Ian't that where all the wo-
men met and showed that even when 'orgun:!.ied by the. government, they lmow how
%0 escape the mizzle end pake their opposition voices heard? * Iem't that
vhere the Iatinos ha.ve.o:f‘-ten, and' ony and on, a lot to say about the oppress-
ive force of the American state and local police? And isn't that where Presi-
dent Carter, through his Attomey Gene:fal, e Georgla racist, came to the aid
of the racist cops whe murdered Jose Campos Torres in their custody? You
don‘t nave o go to bouth A:Erica to find out what happens to & mmori'ty who
_'gets into the clute.hes of the cops, only to be whitewoshed by no less 't'.ha.n
'bhe U.S. A-b‘l:omey Gtmeral.

Housgten is going o expericmce a lot more serdous confrontation then
with its 29 in'temational banks, If Houston ham't leamed ifmm Soweto, it
will lea.rn £rom 'the I.atinos. |

-

‘ Iﬂng,"iong agb —-' ovef a cen'bury aéo — Marx. éhowéd how lé.lbor and 6n:Lv
labor in Ero&uction — l-.here and nowhere elne -'— produces a.'l.l va.lue end sur-
plus value, with 1’59 very own abaolute con‘b-r-ad.ict:l.on.pro*i I:s in ever greater
E_EEJ as well 2g the Becline in 1-.he re.te of pro:f.’it. Hone, not even what -

someone called "bom—a.ga.in nml'tinational Democrats“ including one member of
“the’ Trilateral COmmission who beocame "rasiden'h, can: possibly reverse I.Iarx's
analysis of 1.he la.w of value beca.use that '.‘I.s the simple tmch, the hard, real-—
' ‘ity'l‘ The clasa struggle con‘binues unbil one aay n bursts into revolution,

Conaider 'I;he grea.'best cleas atmggle 'thia year we- 'bhe Miners' General
S-tr:!.ke I‘t: wag net only against mnagement Jbut against their own labor leadw
ers who, 'bwioe, viere sent back to the negotln.tion table, And 1t was not only
againat management and 'bheir ovn 1abor 1eadera, but age.:.nat the government

‘as well as the oourts, Yoreover, this American strilke inspired the whole
'world. (You will heax more: about it in both In‘tem.e.tiona.l Reports — Europe
and Iatin Amezica, In fact, the H&L artioles on the miners' strike will be
included in the fortheoming Spanish pamphlet,)

¥ Soo VIT: fhore To Now?" in likL, Dacs 1977
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There iz ne way, of course, to predict which of the ecenorio struggles, or
which of the mony political as woll as sconomic oriaes that will emerge wili bew
come the catedyst for revolutionm, but letls go frem economica %0 pol:l.tics, and

follow the d:l.a.lootio of revolution and cm.mter—rovolutim.
* * *

11, Revolution end Cownter-Revolution: Iatin Americe (Wicars 18
&8pecially), Portugel, and Whither Angols and Namibia?

The Political~Philosophle Letter e "The latin Ameriean Unfinished Revo—
lutions", whieh 1s part of the Perspectivos this year, discussed what happaned
- %o-Tne Hew Divide in Iatin Ameriecsn wu:!.ch begen with the Cuban Revolution,

Tha-b vao tho greatest ever natimal revolut:l.on in Iatin America, having
‘Toth' owrthro\r~ the Batista Teglme and stopped cold that Behemoth 90 miles off
Tits shoro, U.S. imparialiom. It had indigenous roota and won power total'ly iInde~
penden-l: of the commmiats. _ E |

: And yat onoe it was in power, 11: atarted tailending Russian Con:rmmism
ideologically, even bo:t’ore it vas totally indebted to it, And, aoting as all
milers do to its o magses, it has by now reaohed the stage where. it is very
neﬁﬂ&' .‘lust a aurrogato fox' Ruasia in Etb.i.opia.. Thus Cuba ﬁnds i'tself :fa.ce-to-

_ face wi'hh the Erd trean I.ibora.tion Front as if the.t were - the "enemr" '.Eho fact

'-bha'h it evidontly did balk at that rolo by nc mea:na oha.nges e:!.thar the infini shed
. 'nature of :L+.s om revolu'bion, or ends m. a.mbivalent rolo in Africa.

J.here :!.s no doubt tlm"‘ all over Ie.tm Amerioa NoW wee :L’rom Me:d.oo 'l:o Arg;en—
tina, and from H:Loamgua to Peru, and from Boliv.i.a to chilo —~ the magses are
in revolt both againat T, S. imperiﬂlism and their ovn exploi‘ters, military
and othemiao. )

There 1z. alao no. oou‘bt, g Bugenns Wallar :.ho.-ad in his H&L lead ar*uiole
in ¥ay, tbat three words sum up the U.S.'s only interest in Iatin America:
(1) 011, like Venezuela and Mexdioo have; (2) strategic importance, like Panama
oocuples; erd (3) super-profits from investuents everywhers, eopecially Brasil
and Chile — wherever Americen oapital ohooaos y’exploit — 'and 1 ohoogaa the
whole continant as ite presarvo.

~_ Peter Mallory (M ( &L, Aus.-Sopt. 1978) pointed ocut that the expor'b o:f U.S.
, oa_p_ital has doubled in just the pest five Yyoears. Indqed, gince 197_3, the inflow
 of capital to the Bregilian dictatorahip went up 1603, and 1o Mextco, 3207,
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-and when that stratohes alse %5 South Xorea and South Africe == well, that ig
its “Internatlionalipn!,

Hevertheless, imperialism is not the only reancn for the wnfinished state
of revolutions OF no less orucial import for the wnfinished nature of the Iatin
American revolutions ig the theoretic veid in the revolutionary movement since
the death of Lenin, as Trotekyism!s tallending Commmism - whether it be Rus-
glan or Cuban or Chinese -~ proves, Indeed, the Trotakylsts callsd the Cuban
Revolution, leng after it already wags tallending Ruasia, nothing ghort of "ram-
part of the world revolution,?

. A8 against this, we focumped on the totality of Marx's theory of social reve— ..
olution, deeply raoted in Marx's Hlmaniat vhilosothy. fThers wopre-rome - chements- . —
of thig — and 'bhus new beginnings tor Iatin American revolu't;iona —_— in Fron-
dizi's a‘ttempt both philosophically and politically o give e differen'l. dirac—
tion to these ceaselens revolis ‘before he vas lm:rdered by the Argmtinian fas—
cists, This legacy too, though, wag a.mbivalent, as Frondizi also cauldn"t: Tt
sist the pul:l. of that Wew Divide that :agan with' tHe cuban Hevolution, thm:gh

he was ‘at 'bha noment bugy 'branalating E‘xand.sm and Freedom, a:ad agreeing with
my mw.lyais of atate-capi‘bal:l.mn. oo

The response the I‘olitical—Philoaophie Le't ter brought from uoma I&tin A
. erican revoluticoeries {see News & I.etters Pre-convention ])iecusaion Blﬂ.le'bin
,,-2, August 1978) was quits encoumging There we.s agreement ‘bo'bh asy%ha impor-
tance of Msnd.st—H\mnniam, and aga:l.nat the vang'uardist concep'l: o.f the partv-to-
lead, - Co-

:But, it appeared to me, there were alao elements of burdeni.ng the prole*bar-
% with_ the entire tagk that should emct as well reaponsibiliw from theoreti—
clans — rphilosophy., — ag if only out of praxis does a philosophy of ravolu‘t;ion :
occur. Here is what the comrade wrote: “A new pnd powerful awakaning ol the
vioxling masses could revive a pra:d.s of liberation, recreation of u -phi:!.’osophy
of mvolution." ) R ' ' CoT

_ 01’ course, e new gtage of cognition arises uhen there is a new 1eap to
freedom, but it isn't true %hat theoretic preparation for revolution is not
needed now, OFf course, the proletariatls activity is not only muscle but
»Reaaon, bt o fully work out a rhilosophy of révolution demands lahnr, hard
prolonged labor theoretically, 8g viell as mass activity — Jboth are :lnaaparable
from each other, on the part of the proletariat and on the pe.rl: of the theoreti—
clane,
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Iet us look at the lateat ftwo dramatic events in Tatin Amarican revolis
end see what happens when all that laborious prolonged ‘qa‘btle vith capltalism-
imperialism is fought without a philosophy. :

Because it had a terrorist lock, the latest Iatin Ameriesn national libera-
tion front attack in Nicaragua did capture all the headlines this Avguat 22,
Terrorism,; which we cppose, in this case did have a most original form:

Firat, it was not againegt a single person who was terrorized or murdered,

. put +the seizure vias of the Nicareguan Nationsl Palace; secondly, it vas clearly
a group that, fer from acting without eny regard for the masses,; Was, "in fact,
nct ouly cheeved by them, but above sll, the masses i3entified with the cause
by going ox general strike — indeed, they have ﬁeen_ engaged in such mass active
ity in Mlcaragua sirce the marder of the oi)p,psiticﬂeditor, Chamorxo, in Janu~
ary; thirdly, they asked not only for the releasse of political priscners and
safe: passage out of the country, but demanded that their political manifeato

be read over the mass medls.

" How, whether or not the sympathetic press coverage was due to the fact
that 80 sorrupt ls the Someza gbvemmen'h that a aupstantial paxrt of the capit—
_alist class favors the overthrow of that milltaxy reglme, the _-po;l.nt' is that be—~
_cause the seat of government itself yas attacked, because the . self-activiiy of.
the masses brought in the question, therefore, of conditions of labor as well
a5 politics, and because their politiosl menifesto (which is not exactly a phile
osophy of revolution but 1s good politice) was made public, this type of guer—
rilla action camnot just be dismigsed as texroriem, Dub it aleo was nob &

gocial revolution. - . U '

T

nd vhat will now deveiop, ‘both spontaneously and i1 gdM == plenty of van—
.. guardisnm permeatas the Sandinistas = will be decisive for both Nicaragua and
the whole of the Iatin American continent; end Ietin America rerains without 2
philosophy of 1liberatlon, unless it Lo some Guevarlsms * . -

~ How, as against guerrilla actioa, no matter of what variehy, the question
 of social revolution ls certainly something that the rrotalyists bellevs in,

¥ Sec b Cho Guevara Collection No, 2, vhich jublished the My 4, 1977 General
Political-Military Elatform of Struggle of the Sandinistas Front for Hational

e

Tiberation (Frente sandinisia 46 Tiberacion Nacional — FSIN)
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and in Peru they not only were calling for a workers! government, but they had
en aunthentic revolutionary peasant leader, iugo Blanco s a8 thelr volce, Few -
events were as exeiting recently as the fact that after the mdlitery regime held
Blanco in prieon; and then expelled him from the land, the workers tumed out en
megse and eleoted him; the militarist government was forced to bring him back,

At the mass rally en July 16, the day he retumed to Peru, Blanco stated
orenly and correctly: e started educating the masses, but 1t was the masses
who completed our education," The very fact that he had the ldghest vote in
the electoral btloc, FOCEP, in which he ran,’he sald, shows that the workers, far
from being baclkward end "fearing!" socialism, voted precisely for him because he
is a revolutiumary Trotskvist,.

Blanco further shows that "there ere only a few hwndred organiged members
of the FOUEER, and & half & million voted for the slate." Uanfortunately his wor—
ker—completed education does not demand that he begin aneV releasing praxia and
rbilosophy, to merge. Instead, he asks that the workers be Worganized", first
in PCCEP; and then he also appeals to the companeros of the CP: "We also appesal
to the companeros of the Cormmist Party to wnite with us because we aren!t sece
tariana,." ' ‘

Evidently the Trotelgyists, as they did in Bolivia in 1952, will all over o~
gain go in for some ldind of ropular frontism.  Meanwhile ‘the ailitary is moving?o
fast with its courter-revolution — they once more have declared a state of
erergency because 50,000 copper miners have bsen on strike for over three weeks
— that again, we face defeat not only because of the brutality and might of
the comitez\-revolﬁtiun, but beeause we ave caught in mideair without a philoso-
phy that is comcrete gnd total, ;

Just as there 1s no shortewt to revolubion through guerrilia warfare or
foco—lsm, or even Third Worldism that -diaregerds yh.epmleta.riat of the -tecinol
"ogleally advanced countries, so there is ro substitute for a theory, indeed a
whole philosophy, of revoliuiticn., No revolution can micceed without it,

It will be a very long and protracted and bitter struggle, Ve must not only
- show solidarity, but also, in collaboration with the Iatin American comradea,
work from boifi™incse nEw beglmmings, and from the philosophy we have worked out
in Fhilosophy and Revolution on the basis of 200 yesmrs of experience“and thovght
which Marx founded and Lenin practiced. In these our age must get Tooted,
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And we mugt make our contribution -— our owmn revolution. We wust wnder no
clrounstances ‘tailend existing state~powers, All we have io do to see that
retrogression then becomes inevitable is to look at Portugal,

The Big Powers are actlng as if they ars "out of" the latest comten-revo-
lutionary e.c'b in Portugal. In truth, however, they are the very ones who cre—
‘ated it, once the mass gelf-activity that overthrew faeciam developed into so-
oial revolution.,

il

Thus, . before the Wov, 25, 1975 . coup against the ongoing revolutiony all of
thess nownre, from m.'_no 10 Test f‘er:.r_'-v" to Meo's Ghine (witz Russia manufacturing
a5 many imperialist 'lntrigues) wem coalescing to meke the coup succeed, At this -
moment, what ie happening ths.-!: ra'tee small ocoverage in the dally press - and _
only in the :i.neide peges — ia President Eanee' firing or}gooialiet Pr.i.me Minio-

" tery Lm-io Snares, 'bhough it 18 hie par’cy tha.t gained the mjori‘ty of. votee.

Jusy how hypeerdtical is the "respeét! of deerepit capltalisms .of .all vari-
etiee for "democraoy“ including demoore.‘bic "plura.liem“ (ae suppoeedly againsgt
the totantaxian single State rarty) can be seen from President Eanes' disregard
o’ the elnction retume. He - e.mpl;r deviscd a new-rangleﬂ ph.caee ~ Ya govein-
ment of preeidentie.‘l. medie.tion." -This latest euphemism for au‘bhoritarieniem
he bestowed on Alfredo Nobre da Costa vhom he named -the new Prime I\'I:lnieter. )

The vezy firat thing Ea.nee erdered 'thie eteel and petrochenﬁ.cal magnate (who
‘ had roimd living eemforta.ble under fesc:l.em) to0 do, wag to -put dowm the strike of-
the doclmorlrereo

Soares, however, though now he shouts loudly againet Banea' inconstitu—

. tional acte, haen't exaetly got clean hende, since 'hbat .creature, Nobre da Costa,
'eerved as Induetr,'r I:H.nieter under him. Horeover, . Soe.ree is continuing with hie
ovm brend of rightiet activity in what was Portuguese Africa, and has just con—
vinced President Neto of .Angola o a'ntend "bhe conference of the Second Inte*-ne.-
tlonal that has suddenly, hy no acciden'b wha.tever gince Western imperialism is
certainly losing ouwt aJ_'I. over Africa, dlscovered the exietence of the "Third
VWoxld", '

.48 8 starter, Neto met with Mobuti and promtsed not to allow the Katangese
- %o attack Zalre from Angolan territory, while Mobutu promdsed nét to allow

UNITA and FNILA.to attack Angola, Thatever that is worth — nothing — Heto then
oonvinoed SWAPO Yo ‘mccept the UY plan which may fall. through .ovor Nalvis Bay,
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because. South Africa has no intention of giving up the only deep-water port on
the 1,000 mile Namibian comst, on the exouse that & SUYAPO-dominated goevernmemt
would allow Russia to set up a naval base., SWAPO, on the other hand, couldn't
- possibly give up Welvis Bay, since 90 of Nemibia's intemnational trade passes
through there.

A1l of this points to the many new weys the state-'capitalist age ia devising
to stop the developlng revolts the world over from Soweto to Ha.mibia, from Iatin
" America to the "soft underbelly of Furope", Portugal. '

Tet's not forgst that 1t was the Socisl Democrat Helmut Schmidt who was
the very one who "aughi" both NATO and the U.S. that helping "Saclalists" to
win power would keep it out of "Commmist" hands, by which was méa.'a‘l: not just

a "forelgn power", but rather mctual soelal revolution. The Social Democrats
have been expert in squashing revolutions ever s:lnce World Yar I when 'bhey :I.’irs*'
Jbetrayed the pmletaria't, and, in 1919, murdered Rosa I.uxemourg and Xexl Tieb-
lmecht, beheading the German Revolution, : S : :

But while not forgetting the Second Intema.tional's old and mture betrayals,
we must not think that the altermative is Ghina, Maoist or post«Man. _ Thua, ‘the
" very time when it, too, was on the glde of NATO in Portugal waa when China had
~ come up with the theory of the "Second World", ‘le., ch.ristening capd.talism as a
world the ﬂ.‘hi.cd World could collaborate with, be that capi‘l‘-alimn Uest Durope,
‘or ITA’I.‘O itself. And not ‘only were just ‘+the two Suparpwers to be ca:l_'i.ed an’cag-
onlstic capitalis'b—jznperialists, but of these, ‘since Ruesia is the "worst" ’

BER

there are times when you are with the U.S.

So in Portugal all formg of capitalism, from prlva.‘ba 'bo state»—capita.‘i.ism
calling itself COrmmism, :t’ound "eommon cause" . And ;jus'b wal:ch pos-b-Mao china.'s
'brips ‘to every place from Zaire to Forth Korea, from Rouma.nia 'bo Ira.n, not to
mention that both the U.S. and Egyph let I{ua Imow hetd be most welcoma thare,
too,

V411 Hua lend in Egypt just when Sadat ¥ihave retumed from Camp David?
% *® *

IIl, The Middle ¥ast ~ at Comp David? Or ag the Crossroads of the World?
Ve needntt walt breathlessly for September.6 to semse the impotence-of -the

Camp David sub-summlt of two antagonists — Fgypt and Israsl ~— mecting the
super—-power, U.S, imperielism, That exercise in futility is being practloed -

2805




=15~

for only one reason — 4o make an interlude for war appear like it absolute op-
posites: peace,

The charade is needed becayge U,S. imperialism has ne intention of letting
either of the others set the timing for var, and no one at this moment Jmoews who
viill be on whose mide, Sedat and Begin agreed to meet with Carter because at
this moment nelther are ready to plunge inte yet one other inconalusive Arab-
Israeli var, :

-1t 1s true that ever since Sadat'ospectacular trip to Israel, it has beed
clear that both the Arab and Israeldi magses wish peace, cHowever, Sadatts mmning
into that immovable object — the old Trgun terworlet leador who opposed mot
only Arabs but fought also any Jewa, including Zionlsts headed by Ben Gurion,
wio wanted to settle for ‘a more modest homeland than his "Judea and SB.mar:I.a." e
was not all due to Beginls "intransigence", Begin could be the "intransigent ..
one" because he Tedt he has an objective mags base who lmuw of Sodatlg past end
present snti-oemitism, not to mention the .1973 so-called vi.otory Nasser hadn't
achieved,

But of one thing neither was in any doubt: without U.S. imperislism!s

"back:l.na", neither. can get out ef the mEssa thez have reached, -

. After all, Sadat has been demanding som=~thing he knows he earnot posaioly
ge'b (and perhaps doown't oven wigh) ~= total Toraell withdraval from oocupied
territories and a Palestinian “hnmeland" "And Begin takes all he can get away
wi'hh, rresently building up Israeli settlements in a.ll landg oecupied s:ane the
1967 war, not ouly on the Woat Bank, but alse in the Gaza, '

Haturally each hopes that Carter will "pressure" the other, wi'hh Begin, who
has the greater military m:l.ght, confident he can bluff his way out, while Sadat
vwants a Pelestinien presence to be recognized, a.t least ":Ln principie", To T~
lers, "in prineiple" has always meant cne needn!t do anything in any forseeable
future., Yet each — and this also includea Progident Cartex — alpo lmows 'bhat_
80 volatile is the objective situation that ‘thia meeting curmot be allowed to
be & total failure, Which is vihy Begin and Sadat ac readily conaented to the
"magie" of Carter's "handwritten note", and why the White House, for onca, ran~
aged not to leak it to the Presa before it ever got to the addreeaeea.

And what, exnotlly, are the blandiuhments Carter can offer? He hasg already
armed Israel %o the teeth, and glven rleniy of hardwaro also to Fgypt and Seudl

5806




P

Arabia, \that can-possibly pass as muster for "a new mementum for nesest?  Wra.
gotiations", and at a lower level at that? If they are to attempt -that truly
ragie bluff, some new ground must be ereated that can Pass muster as “momentum",

Bub even 1f that is accepted by thu conferees at Camp David, who will "dig-
eipline® the many-factioned PLO? It is true that Arafat, who has just suffered
the greatest reverses w- outright murders of his co-lecaders at the hoevids of Pal~-
estinian terrorlsts from Iraq ~- is nevertheless going to Irag to work out still
another deal, For that mtter, one need not conjure up the Rejection Front;
the so-called moderates, eapacially Saudi Arabis, can also convoke an Arab sume
mit they have left on the back bumer while Camp David comes up with "some thing",

- Above u11, Russia certainly dsn't going to hew 4o any path they carve out, -
And Carter did once slgn a statement with his cowconvaner of & Geneve conference
-— Russia — that enly there can the M:!.ddle Eagt con:flic ve be reaclved]

It is impossible to go into all possible and actual ﬁouble—croases dreamed
up a.nd. actually blueprinted as "contingency plana" (Do raread the lea.d-edi'b-
.oriel article, "Shifting Allisnces in the ¥ddle East" in the Ja.n.--Feb. 1978
issue of [&L.) The point is that Af one forgets the class and nationel libere~
- tion atrugglas, which e.re deuisive, :meena:l.ist ma.ch:l.na.'hinns are endless and
boundlera,

Just talke a 1001; a8 to.vwhat happened in the few months since the Jane 9
lea;.d aﬁj_cla, Begin committed still another atrooity —— invasion of southern. '
Lebanon — vwhich, on the whole, was tolerated by all the enating poviers. Yhen
- Isreel Ffinally 4id Pl out, 1% left "sacuri-ty" in the hands of :Beg:l.n's Chrigte-
ian neo-faseist co"laborators, “the Phalaz:giats.

Shifting alliences, of course, are by no means limited %o he Arab-Israeli
conflict, What brings the ceuldron of the MMiddle Bagt to the explosien point
is global power polities, Dominating all, zo far as imperialisms are eoncerned,
is 0il, and, with it, the ses lanes carrying that oil to the UdSsy to Europe,
to Japen, the world. Because the Middle East is the vorld's major source of oil,
the Areb sorid eonsidera the Red Sea Mitath, )

Eth:l.opia, on 'bhe othor hand, accusing the Arabs of wanting to tumm the Red
Sea into an "Arab lake“, speaks of the prssence of Africa on 'tha Red Sea shores
and says that it, the Horn of Africa, will see that the Red Ses remlns "a world
vwateriey", The Big Povers all agree it 1g a world watemay {not to mention alse
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the passageway to the Indlen Ocean), but each one reads world as ifs world,

‘Por that matber, what no one talke much about within that cauldron — this
time not as Arab-Ieraeli conflict, but Arab-Africs confrontation oo the Red Ses
— 1s Israells role in always having been on the side of Ethiopia, and keeping
the sea lanes to oill open, This is not beca.use one out of four gallons of gas
the U.,5. uses comes from the ¥iddle Baph, Rather,. it is due to the fact that
that 1z the gateway to the po::t of Elat, where Iarael gete its oil ~ from Iran,
wh:!.ch, though it 1s an ally of Saudi Arabla, 1s also 1ts contender for dom:lna'r:ion
over that sea, Iran has its ovm imperial designs that gtreteh from Russia to
India and Afghanisten, but they stact at the Red Sesd, |

As for Russia, vwhich has changed sidas from ..;omalia, where 1t had e naval
'base, to Ethlopia where 1% bad nothing but which is, geopolitieally,more crucial,
Russia has alvayo hlmgerad for an outlet to vwarm waters, The point there is
that though the Middle Bast 15 the most volat:L'Le _place nov, it.1s by no means
the only place for Ruasian confrontation with the U,8, -~ and china.

‘Do you remember fhe SinowIndinn war? . Do you- rnmember that it ‘badn9% been .
qu:l.'be oleur why Rupsin wag not B:I.ding with Ohira? There was no-.open gharp Sino-
Soviet con:f.‘lict yet,

*

Do you remembar Hixonp-Kisainger tilting o Palcisten in order -t:o plea.ae China,
vhen it prefered that new opaning? “Well, on June 19, 1978, the c‘r:lnesa Vice '
Premlier Keng Piao headed & 'delegation and he.caldad that newly—built Karakora.m
Highvay as an "additional monument to Sino—Palcistan friendship." ‘

The Karalkoram Highway is a 500—-m;|.1e, all-waather road ovexr 'the roo.f of the
world, which links Sinldiang Province with Hevellan, vwhich is-only €0 miles
north of the Pakisten capital of Tslamabade - ‘Indeed, the frontiers of no’ less
than five etates — Palcistan, Afghanioten, Ohina, Indla and Russis - converss’
there, And China can now ship ita goods .T’°Afr1can rarkets "‘rom Raraoki ‘rather
than far-away Eastern Sha.ngha.i. '

(1t 1s characteristic of the hou:'geois prase that unleus there. is an im-
mediate confllet te ropor:, such really hiatoric achievements dontt get men-
tiened at 21) - tmtll, of course, a war breaks eut over it. Even the Christian
Soience Monltor first reported the June 19 opening of the Karakoram H:lghway oo
Avgust 22. The London Times did mention that 1t cost 400, 1ivea.)

India is saying nothing forwallys 1t han too many other oxrlees to contend
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with' than a fait accompli by so mighty a power as China, one to whom it has al-
ready lost the first Sino-Indian war over this very question. So, though it
considers this highway "illegall, i% can hardly expect to win the "hearts and
minds of men" when the territory it considera violated — Hashmir - belongs -
not to it, but to Pakistan. .

Just as Yorld Var II ended with sl1l sorits of moriers as to vhere to stert
Yorld Var III - two Gémanies, two Vietnams, two Horeas ~— so the Sino-Indian
and Arah-Israeli conflicts are piling up confrontation points 4ot would lead
to still one other war, c¢nly in a nuclear world we risk it being the vecy last
for all of humsnity, I

and to go for false altematives, be 1t Chinals ox bcm-agaﬂn Sc.cond Int°.r.-
national, is to disorient the new genera.‘tion of revolutionaries. '

The two heads of state from the Middle Dast who' are with Car“ber at Camp :
David are not only not "solving" the ArabeIsraeli conﬂict, but ther are gloss-
ing over many, many sharply:conflictirig intereste other “Ehan Arab-Israel within
_the Middle East.. For the truth is. tha't “the defeat of the'GiVil War in’ L.ébanon,
which emboldened the capitaliﬁ‘b—.umperialist hevk Begin in his "'la.“t;é'ét'"é"ﬁz‘oci'ty'”
as well: as s‘bonewalling it also with Carter, is the very dﬂfea:t that also sat-
isi‘ied the oil kingdom of Sa.ud:l. Arabla. King Kmaled of Sa.u.di Arabla imovis most
© how to fea.r genu:l.ne sooial revolutions and therefore gontinues to gold—floa.t
ihe PIO0 end Syria as. well es Egypt, while being "modexe.pe!! enough to mssure
Carter he will also whitewash the emp'hy aonclave here.

And tha‘t ig the key nc:int for revolutionar:[.es to Jmo"z- if genuine revolu—
tionaries allow thomselvas., as 'thev did in Tebsmon, *  to get sucked into intro-
capitalist state Jockeying so that e civil war is lest, relrogression is inar-
ca@ble. ;n a worgl, the hi,stozj.c, class penalty for Miaking sides" between

u;.'lé‘bi'ﬁl ztats powers iz on grent whan these sra '!'.hF!- amller poviers,. es.vwhen

it is betiieen the two superpowers, whether one of these is jo_.ned by vhat had
been a revolu-l,ionary regime, like China., or note.

.

. o

¥ Sea The August. 1976 Political-Fhilosgphic Letter #6, "Iebanon: The Test Not. . .
Only of the P.1.0, bul the Whole Left", in, The I’oli‘tical-m:.losophic Iotters of
Raya Dunayevskaye, Newa and Letters, 10?7. -

.
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Just as Stalin's Russia Jmew, in Worid Var II, how to expand capitalisti-
eally and impsrialistically by concluding the infamous Hitler-stalin Paot; but
vhen attacked by Germany called upon &1l to "fight German fascism“i 80 Bregh—
nevts Russie lmows how, at one end the same time, to help révolutionaries in
Angola, but abendon Somalia and Eritrea for a foothold 4in Ethiopia,

And while Cuba seems to be balldng at direct combat agoinst the Britreen
Resistance, 1ts presence is not altogether abgent, and Russis has other surro-
gates, 1like East Germany, to do its work, Cuba in the meantime was playing
host to a orld Youth Festival, and had Fidel castigate Peldng for "perfidious
base arguments", "ingane political occnduct", "repumnant betrayal of the cause
of internationalism,"

Ard now what? Well, just wateh all Vestern Biz Powers follpwing the ordiy-
Pled Russian nuclear ship to its port in Russial] And. China is even hotter om
the trail of Russia than Russia is of China,

oy we mist separate ourselves from a1l ex:i.st:f:x_g'state pOVEYS, and'étﬁke
out on new beginnings for freedom’ from below, or there will not be a new world

on truly Humanist foundations,. - _
L ® S

IV. The Pra:ds of Philosophy

A Lew al'temative to state-capitalism calling :Ltse,u. Commmism m whether
“in Ruesgian, chinase, or East Furopean *”orm ~— hes appearerl in the v-ry Place
where the whole movement from practice was born back on June 7, 19533 Easb
Berlin. It is called The Altemative — A Céntribution to the Gri-tique of
Socipligm as it thm_l_lx__gd.sts. by Rudolph Bahro, * He hag Just levdsd in
jail for hav:l.ng dared to.write a serious study which concludes: e have the
Irind of state machine Marx and ‘Engels sought o emash by rroletarien revolution,

and vhich was not to be allowed to re-emerge in any form on any pretext,™

Hor does Bahro stop there, He also proclaims that not only should the
politiocal hierarchy be abolighed, but 80 mst fthe deapotism o:f the faotory ...
Work norms and plece wages should be aholishad."

T Soe Tew I.eft Review #106, Hov.-Dec. 1977, for tremslation of an essay Bahro
intended as lecture-intreduction to his boolk, '
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Bahro will have nothing to do with those who think that the Commnist bur—
eaucracy'a exploitative nature is one onty of"‘degeneratim", or a questlon of
"a problem of poor realization," Trotsiyltes, take note: Bahre writes, "I
strongly belleve that 1t is high time for revolutiomary Marxists to abandon ell
theories of 'deformation' .... We do not went to re-establish old norms, but to
create new ones. We are no longer forced to rely on inner-party constellationg,”

The new beginnings Bahro is telking about, indeed proving, is to show that
the revolutionary altermative didn't just arise today or with him, but "contin-
‘ues to exist unswervingly in Czechoslovakis,” * ilow, it is that for no doubt
very cogent reasona -— he has already lcst his freedom, has been jailed --- Bahro
seems 1o prefer to start with Czechoslovalcla, 1968, rather ‘tkan with his own
homeland, 1953, which bezan the entire movement from nractice,

But, in the end, Bahro cannot resist going further back then a decade
for those new bt::gin.nings. He points out 'th&'t oppositicn to existing Gen=
mmnism “has existed for the rast fifteen years in lungary," The placement
of new beginnings againet "i.nnér- pla.rty constellation' further extends from-
Czechoslovakia, 1968, to Poland, 1970, to today. | '

This di.splaya a profundity of :Ldeaa as well as of courngee

ow, it is true that Banro seems to relate to El.u'ocommmism, but it i not
at all because of vwhat the Eurocommmists are in fact ~ claas eollaborationis‘bs
— but because of L\Jrocounmmiam‘s E : "The Soviet Union'would lose ite Wes-
tern periphery," o ' E b

Nor could China's previous Vest Buropean :Eorays‘, or Hua's latest 'br:.Lps into
East Europe, transform cea.useséu of Roumania or Tito of 'fugoslavia (not to men-
tion the Shah of Iran) into revolutiomaries who can display what Bahro rightly
calls for: "Promethean solidardty."

Tiat needed solidarity can come only from what Marx calleu "new passions
end new forces" for the reconstruction of soclety on totally new, truly human

# (n this, the tenth armiversary of Prague Spring which the Russian counter—revo-
lution orushed with its military might, it.is necessary to note that Prague did
not "dis", as the bourgeolsie now writes. You cannot ki1l an Idea, and that
libers:l.:Lng 1dea, whioch was driven underground, is still inspiring the world, as
Bahro's work testifies, In Ozechoslovakia, toco, it keeps re-emerging, whether it
be as Charter 77, the latest literary review — Spelctrum -— or the many forms of
registance of the workers. :
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beginninga, . )‘!hich iz precisely where we have started every year since our
breal from Communism, Trotslyism, and, yes, Johnsonism,

‘here our Draft Perspectives viewsd the objective and subjeotlve develop—-
ments over a whole decade, here I limited myself to this year -= mainly, in-
deed, Just to the two intervening months, Fevertheless, the intensity of the
‘eripes, on the one hand, and the interpenetiation of the objective and the sub~
Jective, on the other, are so teut, that its dialectic discloses no woy out of
this aliennted and alienating otate-capitalist age gother than to gtart snew,
and let these new beginnings determine the and, e releage of freedom from
Exploitation and racism, sexdsm and nuclear madness,

The point of departure of this report — Mac's false altemative - shows
itzelf to be no small matter limited to the "politics" of ihis year, bui one '
that had emerged in 13957, precisely in the period when a'new revolution from
the Toft in Tevolt against exisoting BolMieS"7E°HHE 1956 Hungarion Revolution
ye— ENG Ir!ao‘s China, instead, accepted state—capitaJ lsm as if that were the new
viorld economic order. . ) - ce ‘

The very fact that th:Ls year a revoliutionary alterna‘bive, ag agains'!: ¥aols
false plternative, emerged from Iast Cermany whers the movemént from practico
stgna.'llecl the b'l'rth o:f & new revolutionayy age as woll ag our very being as
an independent 'tendency that. rooted the ooncept of philosophy and revolution
in that movement from practice that was itseli‘ a fom of theory, needs to make
" us come. face~jo=face with our tmique end historicsl contribuﬁion which we have -
tended +o0 undarestiamte.

When we look at our activities this year, whether we take the very special
clasges vie had on the pamphlet Marx's Capital and Today's Gldbal-crisis (thas
brought é. nev type of member in our .medest growth), -or our other activity
directly related o masy activi'bies ~ be they in Soweto (ox “ather, suppcrd
of Soweto) or the successful anti-azl ac‘l.iv:l.tiea r:l.gh‘t‘. bere in Detroi‘b, be
they the I.a:tino and youth activities in Hostos in iew Yoxrk or the a.nti—nuolea."
activitles throughout the country, Le '&hey thoee directly related to the o~
nen's Iiberation H’ovemen‘b, including gharp class struggles as ab Dssex, or

. the climax of thls year's class struggles '.Ln"the }ﬂinérs‘ General Strike w—
not to mention our ovm pamphlet relating all these movements :Ln' the thought
of Frantz Fanon, Soweto and Amerdcan Black Thought, the point is that that
'hoo demands a look at dialautica, and our unique contribution, '
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May I asgk you o look at Chapter 1 of Firilogophy and Revelutien? In that
ohapter, entitled "Absolute Megativity as Mew Begiming: The Coaseless Movement
of Ideas and of History", read the statement which says that history has its
own way of illuminating a serious work in philosophy, including that of the
most profownd of dialectieclans whose woxks, history shows, have never been
zatched —— GWP Hegel. What was new that we braved was to disclose how Marxts
dlscovery of a vhole continent of thought — Historical Materialiem, end what
he ca:l.le'i "a raw Humanlso" which united the ideal and the real — didnl!+ Just
"talfa off from" but remained rooted An, Hegel.

J?%ﬁeafact that Hegel wasn't "conseious! that he laid any such growid for
o very differant, totally rovolutionary genexation.didn!+ stop ¥arx's devel-

opnent, 80 we stressed the truii that has come out in our age oy adding three
little words to ‘Hegel's Absolute Iregativit-y‘ Mag nov bc.rc:mn:mg“

In a word, for our age, “'the queation is 1ot one of a bireak fram Hegel
(vhich ¥arx had already.done for all of us), Thé question iss why, after '
the break, after the discovery of nothing shoxrt of a whole new continent of -
ﬂ:oug,ht, Marx returned to Hegel in the form he chose to present his grea'be..rt
ﬁheoretica.l work, Capital, which had taken all his adult 1ifo to write,

The question that remsins after that ie: why did Lenin, who hag ac poeovs
88 the greatest practicing revolutionary Maxodst, feel compelled to retuin to
Hegel at the. ve:y moment of ‘the collapso of the e:d.a't:lng Marxist International
"+ the Second — and as ‘Preparation,- as Jyorld revolutiona:y, ‘for an actual
revolution, the Ruasian?

The ‘answer 1s simple: if one does not do what Marx and Tenin d1d w- and
Mao and Troteky. didn't - he/she finds that,. not 'having ceught the new stage
of cognition, no new’ roa.d:to‘a total revolution has been opened,

The ‘generation of the 196035, espeeiallv I'ra.ntz Fanon, as well as our
organizetion, a.n be zald to Yo the autlors of bnap'uer g of Fhilosophy and
Revolution — -bhose, after &ll, viere the "Hew Passions and New Forces,"

There is no doubv, either, that, in great part, the Eagt Europeans did in fact
virite Chapter 8, even as Chapter 5 oould not have been wiritten without the
Sheng Wu-lien, #

* "hither China", the document of the Sheng Wu-~lien (Hunan Provinclal Prole-
tarian ‘Ievolutiona:ry Great Alliance Ct\mmittee) is reproduced both in Ch, § of
R, and in The Revolution is Dead, Toap Iive the Revolution, published by

The 70'a, Hong Kong, 1976
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But no one, ebsclutely no one eJ 8o, ‘wrote Chapter 1, And by "no one" I
do 'mot mean Just that I lwd no living collaborators, be it in Eurcpe, East or
West, or China, be it in Africa or Japan, though it vms in japan that the
make dances started which kept Eisanhower from visiting, and that is where
the Zengalturen not only broke with Commmiem but did come o Marx's Hurani et
Logays, What I mean is that no pest generation could have done 1t — nor
could the present generation who had not worled out the Absolute 'ug new be
glmning" for this age.

© As Ienin expreassd it, "Iogical concepts are subjective so long as they
remain abstract s.e.. but (are) objective as a ‘whole, in the process 4. in. the
sourca.” And he proceeded Puarther to Povus oo the mdibpensaoils.ty of phil=
osoply by insisting, as hie was reading Hegel's Doctrine of the Notior (which
has certeinly nothing to do with what ‘the modern age corsiders acienca) '

LI every sclenoe is applied 1ogic." .

In a viord, each genemtion n‘ust solva the problem of iis age; no pre‘vious
generation can do more than leave a.n inﬁication. Tne presen'b one has 'l-.o do
1ts own development, and 1% is in 'this sense that I mean no one, abaolutely
no one."  That is our original and wnique con'bributim to Mardiam,

Vith Marxdism k81 and Frcedom we asl:ed thoae who considered themselvas Har.\:-
ists to weet the challe.arfe from Erac'tic , the movemcnt that opened new begin-
n:mgs in the pos‘b—World War I world. Indeed, we cast the whcle 200—-year
history from the Industrial and “reneh Revolutions t0 our day in 'I;he form of
the movement Fron Practica to Theory. Once a gtill newer generation of revo—
lutieneries hed come oh the historie stage in the 19605, Zlobell 11y, s wi'th the
birth of & new, Third World, I began +the trips to Ai’r:l.cz, 1o Hong ¥ong (aa
" near as we could get to ch:lna.), and to dapan. (Durope end Tatin America had
‘been covered at the start of ihe poa‘b—-"'ar world.) The point viag, at one and
the same time, to listen to the volces from bel ovw, and 4o £ind those who would
write '"thelr ovm pagea" of philosophy and wevolutisn, I am not heve referring
- to a book, (one that hadn't been wr:l.t'ben), but fo the sctual facts and birth
of new thought,

And it was preciae],y that last year of travnl, 1966, hc*."e"n“, that Macls
so~called Cultural Revolution, that falsa altemative, had begun, and exe:n—
cised so powerful a pull on the Ieft that it became clear that a statis'b

N -~
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Pewer tallding revolution bug yracticing eounter-revolutionary acts against its
ovn preletariat, especially the youth vho hed taken at face value that "it is
right to rebel", would disorlent a new generation of revolutimmries, even as
Existentialism had diaoriem:ed the previous geperation,

1968 became both the climax and the end of thoge near-revolutioms, as they
aborted — not the least reason being that they were so preoccupied with ac-
tivity and more activity and Yet more, that they were relegating theory to be
cauczht "en routeh,

But creating theory, a rhilosophy of revoluiion, 1s as hard lebor as any~
thing menual, The writ:l.n'g of Fhilosophy and Revolution, as book, then began,
and as v¢ sav, 1t was far from being scmething just cut of our heeds, ,but
me.a.ii’ested the suhjec‘t:ive as ingeparable From the objectives and, I migh't; add,
1f we cve 1o execute this next year's .tagk — the book on Ross, I.uxemburg. To—
day!s Yomen's Tibaiention Movement, . and Marx's Fhilosophy of Revelution — we
~ better undorstand Chapter 1 of B8R, not marely as a chapier in a bool;, but as
the historic link with Marx and I.enin, that "rakes' -bhe totelly new —- objec~
tively as well as subjecs: vely — concrete,

Or perhapa I better go a bit further into the process, the d.'l.alec‘bic that
"govemed" the ltate—capi “al ist tendency as far hacﬂ as 1941-42., ie. Jthe very
start of the. objec I::.ve study of the’ nature of the Russian economy, That study
vwag not only a "meoretical" and "Ruasian Question“ I't; wag that confronta-
tlen with that tra.nsfomaﬁion :Lnto opposite which led to our sinbling out the
four foroes of the American’ :r:evolutlon. It is that uhich not ordy became our
diatinguishing merk as Amcvican Marxiet-Humend sts, 1955, bu:b feund, at one and
the same time, the global comnection, as well as the direct link to Marx's
Humanist Essays, (Reread the 1541 section on the “Ruasian Question“ the Trot—
sltyites did no... Fublish — but which :Ls ingluded in the Archives — - Inbor and

1Y Qcietv )

The year following _tha'l: study, 1943, saw both American labor aciive, with
the firet miners’generel strilte in the midet of war, and the Detroit Black up-
riging which led to the other new force of revolution: Black messes as vanguard,
With the end of World War II came both the Youth and the Vomen who hed been
"tranaformed" by the war -« that is to say, the personii‘ication of Reason an

.-

ffomen and Youth,

The 19408 reached ite highest point of development after the war, when all
Earxdets stlll thought Yest Buropean revolution was on the cwrrent agenda; and
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that the pre~revolutionary situation, too, wes global, In 1947 I met s Caner-
ounian in France who revealod, through his recounting of his experiences, the
.88 yet unlmovm new opontanecus African Iiberstion movements, which would be-
come the Third Vorld — first in 1958 as the Gold GCoast became Ghana, and then
in the 1960s as all of Africa become independent, Vest, East, I;!orth.
|

Yow that you Jmow just vhat a two-Ffold and prolonged labov wap inmvolved
before we could (1) single out those four forces of revolution ---Iaﬁor, Blacl,
Youth, VVomen « and (2) hegin worlcng out the new stage of cognition that was
"dying" to be born *, we will sfop te.il:ing_ glibly, thet is, "taﬁng Lor grantedl
our Constitution, and rualize thet we can ms tuelly oall philosophy itself e

foroe of revolution,

It 1s this _wbicﬂ}?}how Us to see thot for the next period the work e
Rosa Tatemburg is neither Just the work on Resay noxr & oritigque of todsy!s
omen's Idberation Movgmeﬁt, though 1t m.u:'alyr is both, -but presents an imper—
ative necessity to werk out Marxig rhilosophy of revolution for our age, It
1ma't just our work., It is the .eed of the age.

Presently we have that unigque Jranty ¥anon, Sowefo and American Black
Thought pa:nphlet,'anﬂ soon, before the end of the year is- out, we will also
bave Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Joumel, That book does indsed bring
ug back o our beginnings, in a magnificent Black volce that helped found us
and bring us forward 4o this day. In one respect it may net sound as compre-
henaive, that is to s.my, encompassing others, as Frantg Fanon, Soweto,' and
200 years of Americen Black Thought, ('bhough I am sure indy, in his report,
will challenge that,) But in any case, in a very crucial sense, 1t is deeper,
both because it is personslized so that every worker can identify, and so
wiversalized as to malke Marxist-Huranism itgels as intimate as an individusl
friend.

The same wiiversality holds true for the Spanish pamphlet *#¥#, our first,
which will demonstrate the Iatino gtruggle for freedom as not Just, 1o we
Fugene!s phrase, "south of usy 1 it aver was,"

* See Americals Firet Unfinished Revolution, lfews and Letters, 1976, as well
as American Civilieation on Trial: Blaclt Masses as Vanguard, News and Lebters,
35rd. expanded edition 1970

¥ Ia Jucha lating wne a log luchadores de la libertad en Americe del Norte v
America del Sur (The Iatine strugele wmites freedom fightere in fforth ond South

America), due fTor publication Novembor 1978
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The Organization, News & letters and Indignant Heart, Intemational,
Youth and Pinance Repbrta vill spell the I’efupectives out so concretely that

we will know that, without the latter, N&L 1tpelf cannot bo assured existence,

Dut now 1t is time to conclude with the last rarugraph of our Draft

Perspectives:

There is no vay to theoretically prepare for revelution without concretie-
zing Absoluie Idea as new begiming in relationship to the forces as
Reason of revolution for ocur era. At no time hes thie been more urgent
than for this year when the U,5. hag decided upon the use, along with
the H—Bomb threat; of the China card — not caly in relation to Russia,
but in suppoert of reactionary regimes in Africa, be it Zaire or even
that most benighted land,. South Afries. G e e

September 2, 1978 Raya Dunayevekaya
. . ‘ Detroit, Mishigan

-~
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RAYA'S ANSWE.RS TO QUESTIONS RALSED DURING FERSPECTIVES
DISCUSSION

I come {rom Buosin 1917, and the ghettos ol Chicayo, where I Tiret caw
& Black porson, The Teagon that I'm starting that way -~ it happens to be
true —- but the reason that I'm starting thot vay is that I was 111iterate,
You Imov, you're bom in a border tovn ~- there's e revolution, therets s
counter-revolution » there's anti-semitisg o you lmow nothing, but experience
a lot, Tspecinlly if you happen {to be born a revolutionary, right? %hat is,
you don't lmow that you'lre a revolutionary, but you're opposed te everything,

Qay.  that 1t means is thins Sandra, you're.abeelutcl;;-right-,—\':e“ha_.\'e"
RO-CULreaci; Tand you had not heard about uc, Believe me, if the capitalists
vere ouly exploit usy they wouldn't last o minute! It's becauge they have

s well as the exploitation, all ih

- ‘l‘:he'i

ears, or 400 years,

liow how does 1t happen %hat an illitexate person, who certainly didn't
Imow Lenin ang Trotsky, who &5 a child had never seen a Black, had begun to
develop all +the revolutiom_ry ddeas to be called Marxist-Humanism in the
195087 1t igal't personnl whatscever! Tf you live when an ides is borm, and
a great revolution in the world-is bom ~ 1% doesn?t make any difference
where you are; that becomes the next stage ol development of humanity, You
Imow it in yoirYbores In something as simple as vhen you say, Mo, to your Bama,
who wants to puy you in pink or something and the boy child in blue,” -~

: ] for you to find an affinity with
our ideas even though we do not heve -an -outreacls, Yea, we're very; very =’
sn8ll with no outreach — but you didn't lmow us, and didn't we Find you?
And Iidian, you're right; we can't help yowr immedinte problems and that of”
your family, You-didnti Imow us, bup didn't we fing you?! And I wish we
“could find mary more, ITow, you in tumm mist not wndercstimate your great .
Power Jjust because capitaliam trigs to tell deep layers l:ufe'you that you

are nothing,

.. Telte Rosa Parks, Do you think che thought she wms starting a rovolution?
5o — she was tired as all get=out! she had just worked a full day,. She
was tired and she just wasn't going to get up again to move to the back orf
the bus to #ive her seat to o white man vho hadn't labored ag hard as she had,
So then ghe Boysy, No, I am not moving, I am tired; and the police say, Well,
you will et arrested, And the Dlack youths who vere sitting there sgeing
this middle~aged wopan who's tired 1ike hell being dragged off to the police
station, said, Gee, Let's not let Rooa Parks be all alone there,

Vhat did Rosa Parks do by that one action? She started the entire nlacl:
revolution in the South! She'o the one that inde Rev, King "leador'; King
didn't make her'a heroine, She already way a heroine, but King would never
have been leader if a povement for freedom hodn't started from below, apontean.
ecusly, ’ :
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So vhat is important is not 50 much thaot we don't seem to take care of
your business = we certainly can't — but the fact that we think you're so
important, that you are so netural an opponent of this system, that you will
bring on the revolution; that's what's important, Your one action of opposi-
tien to the system makes Yyou part of that revolutionary movement, and you did

not because you were "unconsclous" - that's what they think you were —-
you did it becauge you were bom a revolutionary and don't iike the goddamm

Systen under which you iive!

Okay, The reagon it is impoxrtant not only to be & revolutionary and
net to lllte the eapitalist system and want to start n revolution — im that
vie have had ‘too mny aborted revolutions, too many wnfinighed ones! And wc

Sar—

bave to contend with tThe fact: What is it, why is 1% s0%

I'm glad there wera some reveluilons broughl up. Chemare, yes of course
we need arms; they are not going to give up their power to us bacause we have
a philosophy of liberation, Itls going to be & very long and aiffioult strug-
gles But the point is: you can't morely counterpose the fact that you will
need violence to defend youtrself against Jheir violenc i 2

-3 ause that 1s not the opposition! Whet are the
genuine tlass oprositions? You have te be concrete, and that ineludes phii-
osopliys The Universal ig concrete; Absolute Idea is oconcrete; freedom ig
canerate - it is they who are trying to malke you think philosophy of free-
dom is an abstraction, B : '

You see, what happened in this particular.case — +that you chose, not
I =~ Allende's Chile. He had a philosophy of revolution? Idke hell he didl
He did not!- Don't get confused by the faot that he's a big intellectual and
can throw a lot.of vords around! Yes, he was a soclalist, he certainly didn't
vant this capitalist system — but at the same time he had so dam y iliu-
gicne about that stin military regime! He said, Chile has this great pig
democratic backgrowna and all that, and they will follow me, a Soclalist,
because I was electeds Vhat kind of a nonsense is it 1f you don't know where
the military = buwllt under capitelism, its arm of execution — is from?-
They will follow him, an elected Socladist? So now we have one more martyr,
Is that here? Iook at that rabid counter—revo.

lutionary, Pinochet, who 15 now the ruler,

4And it waen't only Mlende, who was at least a Social Democrat, and you,
80 o speak, don't expect any more from him, supposedly he doean't lmow you
need a soclal, a total revolution, "he Commniots surely told him, You betw
ter be armed; Fidel oven brought him a machine mum or something., Or talke
the Trotsityists, who surely mean and believe in revelution; they date them-
gelves back to someome who certainly made one of the gresttat ones, Leon
Troteky, right? But Trotsky camnot he blaued ror his epigones who are so
busy with repilar frontism and not lmowing what a 080 of revolution
is — and Trotsly, too, was too cancernsd with leadership to leave them o
total rhilosophy, beginning with his ovm philosophic Teorganization as Ienin
had done —— that they have reduced mhilosophy 4o immedinto demonds, some '
totally wrong, 1ile A1 worlding class parties should unite," And we now
have Hugo Blanco saying all over again that the Commmniat Party is "Lept®
— though they are mart of stato rulers! — he otill says thAt after all the

betrgynla they perpetrated!
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You see, it lo importent - it's not becanae being armed with philosophy
means not bedng armed with arms, Yes, we will need arms, Dut without the
hilogophy the arms won't do you a damm bit of rood whether you're e martyr,
or you actually win pover and retrogress, ag did Lao's China,

You take any one of the revolutions that have happened, ‘That wag it
that vas great about Ruscian? Thoy had a successful revolution -- I won't go
into all +the parts wly they hed it -- They had a Lenin! Vas Trotsky the same
as Tenin? It sounds like he was the came, doem't 1%? He was net only on the
right side of the btarricades; he 2ed that great proletarian revolution, he
built up the Red Army, and he was next %o Lenin in political statuxre, Vas he
really ac great as Lenin? Did he undergo the same Teorganization of himgelf,
never mind anyene else?! TVhen Yorld Tar I happened and there was the Second
Jntemational’s betrayal, did he thinic that, thoush he didn't petrsy, that
nevertheless he too had to reorganize his thinking because the historie res-
ponsibility for such betrayal of existing Morxion needed more of an answer
than just: I didn't betray —. ? : '

: Yes, Lenin end Trotsky found themselves on the same side of the berri-
cades, ‘and thet's what the Trotalgists alvays paraded out —- and I as a Trot-
shiyist for years and years helped Trotsky parade owt that fact, Yes; we were
on the rovolutiemary side of the barricades, but how did it follow from that,
that there was no difference between Trotsky and Ienin? It!s not true! Trot-
sy was on the same side of the barricades ag Lenin, but Lenin had wndergona
a transformation on Philosophy as well! e was icaving us a heritage, the
steps by which $o recapture the philosophie, historie link of contimudty with
¥arxian~Hegelian dialectic, ' .

Put differently, ‘Lenin said: Took. Ve Russiang are backward, e have
done ‘the revolution in e comntry that is not supposed to have hed 4%, With-
out the revolution in Germany, we'll certainly die! Absolutely! But the
other revolutions will lmow not only. from something we did and were success—
Ful, ut also from where we rointed to in a world context, in a nev relation-
ship. He vas gaying: Look, we have found out that we whites ave so concelted,
because we have run this world for g0 long, that we are thinking that if it
didnft happen in Germany -- that greatest country, with the tradition of Hegel
and the tradition of Marx, and technologically advanced -~ if it didn't hap-
pen there, vwhat are we golng to do? Fold up and die? Io] e have to point
to new beginnings, “And the new beginnings in 1920, at the Second Congress,
are; that, despite our concelt, the majority of the ‘people In the world are
Blacl and Red and Yellow and all linds of colors — If the counter-revolution
can be stopped, and on a world scaley not from Berlin but From Feldng or
vherever, then we should be willing to sacrifice for that world rovolution,
And, you editors of our new theoretical Jjournnl, Under the Banner of iarei am,
do publish almo Hegel, naturally from a materialint point of visw, but the
dielectic is ‘the pivet. Call yourselves "Materialist Priends of the Hegelian
Dialectic,”

80 he left us beginnings, both global and philogsophic. What did Trotaly
d0? Trotsky said, I was on the right side of the barricades, we lost the
revolution, I %11l want the revolution — and therefore because I'm 2 revoe
lutionary, the difference between us is reformism. But that wasn't the only
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difference, A nev philosophic ground to leave he 4id not havae, & new Subject
of revclution he did not have, o, he kept repeating: the peasantry is reac—~
tionary, as I showed. in my theory of Permanent Revolutlion, They did play 2
revolutionary role in the Russian Revolution, but that 1o their last time.

The only thing he added when he lost to $telin wan not new beginningo,
buts if only I can build up a now sadre, that will do 1t. :

Look what happened, Ve get World Yar II, and we're walting for a revo-
lution equivalent to the Russian, right? We get at most, the Chinese, in
other words a great national revolution. So you have to reconsider vwhat 1o
happening; you had alwuys thought the revolution would come out of the war.
Had you noticed any new forces thet now have emerged? Had you bwlli out of
thoce new forces? Aand those revolutionary peesunts in China? Is that only 2
mirage? Is that only Stelinism in Chinese dress?

And of the forces that did emexge after Trotsly's death at the hends of
a 0.,D,U, agent — consider Africa. iy ¢id I find the Zulu rebellien? Do
you think anyoné lmew the Zulu rebellion, 19057 Do you think the Zulus lmew
they wiore leading a “"revolution'? They lmoew “they di_dn"l: 1ike British im-
erinlism trying to take their country over. Ve learned of that because:
fl) we had a world revolutionary perspective; (2) we lmew that 1905 couldn't

e Pt

heve been only in Rusgia; something wes "in the air' globally; and 3) now,
7%% ive /%

post- Yorld Var ff, ete must certainly also ESEsthing in Africa, - In
any case, we said: Well, if that idea of revolution came to TFrenca; or to
Japan — vhere else 1 git? : ' ' :

One more word on the Russicn Revolution, 1905. Rosa Iuxemburg leamed
from i1 and tried to ‘tecach the Germans to "speak Russian iie. revolution.
And, oh yes, the theory of relativity —- that all happened that year! ' Do
“you thimlk that that's an accident? No! The greainess about philosophy ls.

" that it tells you: The sum. totel of 1l sccldents — you lmow vhat it is? -
It is the true course of history. ' . ’

So 1f you repeat that you think we don't spealr plainly or use too many
big words ~— and it is true that we can't help you materially — you are
helping the bourgeoisie to protend that you are only interestl in yourself
end your family, No, you're not only interested in yourselff -You -wouldn't
be here if you weren't Llocking for other things, and because you Jmow you
cannot answer the problems of yourself and your family unless you do learn a
great deal more, unless you prepare, participate, in an actual revolution.

. Or take the question of male chawvinism., You never made & category
elther of that or of women. Dut, suddenly, just & "personal, 'Tfamily" af-
falr makes you rebel, It isn't that you made a cotegory called "e movement
from practice to thaory; a movement from theory to practice,” I% isn't in
any book you read. The book is the one that mey have made & generalization
about it, but it was in life, in your life, and because it vas also in many
other 1lives, end they too rebellod, it became & movement, and a "book", and

an organization,
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One other incident that hasn't to do with vomen, but has to do with Black,
I wap in Paris in 1947, trying to convinece the Trotslyists they should believe
thot Russia isn't merely a "degenerated workers! stetey it's a state-capital-
iat soeiety. I happen to lile Ilacks, s0 I get lonesome when I donlt geo any
Dlacks for a while, So I suddenly see a Black, and I mm over, I scream my
iicad off; and the guy looks at me and says, Pardon me, I don't know whet you're
talldng about, I don't speal fnglish. So I say to myself, Oh what a dumb per—
son 1 am o thinlc that all Blacks are Amoricans, and that there aren't French
Africans and all the other imperialisms who carved up Afvics. I then mot a
Camerounian who was Just megnificent, I won't go into that story now — you
can read about it in my Archives — but it started us talling about the whole
subject of the African Revolutions, ' :

But besgides this, when _I__gp__t_o_]gmn.,_ance,._where._I—addrcsscd-—-the-Sc’:-‘ .
ialist youth - somebody 1s sitting in that audience, I didn't lmow. But now
I read 211 the hisgtories and blographies of Frontz Fanon —- and not only was
he there, in Iyon at the same time, interestsd in Trotakyism, but though he
vwes also finding an affinity with Exisi:entialism, the Black nature leads him
aviay from all, to an independent path he will later call "new Humanism,
These happenings aren't "accidgnts", When there are great stirydngs in life,
.in revolutions-to-be, something gets "in the air" and crosses naticnal boun-
darieﬁq ’ )

. - The point is: it doesn't make any difference whether there was an in-
pPerson relationship. If you lmow the exact relationship between objeciive
and subjective, between pailosophy and revolution, and don't consider any one
.of that as abstract, you-then realize it is abstract only 1f you haven!t made
the comnection of objective and subjective, and seen now the mctual subjective -
genuine human new begimmings which then wnite with the movement from theory
can rale up into this Absolute Idea ag new beginning, That is why in my pre-
sentatlon of Perspectives I begen with both Hegel and Lenin on the threshold
of. the ibsolute movement Por fresdom¢ Read the quotations again. Study them,

Yes; I'm sorry that there are certain words that you don't understand —-
there's an awful lot of words that I don't understand — but I'™m sure you will
yet, you have two more days to go in the Conventlon, and your new life has
Just started,

I want to say one more word om Rosa Iuxemburg., Wow Ross Iwxemburg was
another weman who wasn't golng to pay attention to those male chauvinlgts -
ghe wasn't evon peing to mention any word of discrimination against women in
the Movement. That dign't stop the male "comrades" from that extra dig when
thc opponond was a woman, Did FOU SVOX LAl miy debabe Lubeoen Lwo maie com—
Tades Who are opposed to each other, vho says the other eme is a son of a
bltch? But you hear them vihisper, bitch, if it is a woman., There are poli~
tical decisions to be made, there are philosophic problems to be dlscussed,
thore are economic analyses me. Why does it suddenly happen that when it's e
woman that's doing the diseussing, that, my Gody you get all that blubber,

Ifow Rosa Iuxemburg refused to bring up the ™/oman Question' in that con—

text in the liovement. In a certain sense I think she vas wrong. She lmew
vwhat thoy wero saying about her, behind her baclk, Terbapa if she had paid

0822




=32~

attention to that, we would have seen some cf the elements before our era,
But it didn't keep her from towering above all others, including Lenin in
some respects. The crucial years are 1910-1914. 'She knew Kaxl Yautslkyls
character vhich Lenin first realized alfter Kautalky betrayed. Lenin was de-
fending Xautely as the preatest Marxist fhroretician, or something lile that,
' When Rosa alroedy lmew Jawtsly was pond “/acthing, that he was aever going
to make eny revolution, “hele ars Plevty of shorteomiyzn in her theory,

and I'm not going to ston from erdticizing thone shorteoxans:s  Buc that las
1o bo in rolationship to phiilosophy end revoluvi: o1, azd not'on the basis

of stupld Trotolgyism opponing autonomy of women's uvrganizeilons once you are
Wzl tr, : '

& theoery 1a good for the answer of vint youire going to éy Thig year
or next yoeor, bus you need an entire philorophy for a'visien of yuvy ageis
"brealring the barrlerh, that 15 to say notb oily overthrowing the old, dut
nreatlag the new, . ‘ : ’

The greatest thing, in relation o Merx's philosophy of ravoluticn,. is
thig: Iven before hs worlted out all of historical materialism, he is eaying,
If we are ruing to he serlous about a_new iype of person, a nzw _type of goc—
lety, We really have o begin with the begumning, Man/ Voman relaticnohlp.
Imn't that tremendous?! In other words, ho wants to uproot noh only” the
exploitation, or the racism, or the seximm ever,— 1t doeean't mean only
that — he means it has to be so totally different that you have %o begin,
80 to gpealk, with your woment of birth, or the moment after youlré born.

Ever gince Marx, every Marilet tendency is trying to make it navrower
and narrower, Ve .cannot get into it further here; I'm simply indiceting
vthat the goal is of the new boolt -~ Rosa Iuxembury, Today's Women!s Tibers-

. Tlon Movement, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, - : .
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