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The Plonum was opened on Seturday, Sopt. 3; with a wolcome from Charles
Donby who gave a proviow of tho many tasks wo had bofore us to work cut in thoso
two days of discussion and docision, strossing thet it could not ke dono without
having all proscnt as nctivo participants, This was ospocially truo, ho said, for
our Elack Thought pemphlot bocausc tho rolatlonship of Afrdca and tho U.S. among
rovoluticnarios was erucial in this poriod of cconcmle, and political crisos th-t
havo roachod tho lifo-and=doath point with tho N-Bemb, and shich dictated calling
our Porspoetives Draft TIME IS nmmn}q@% é\. spocial wolcome was extondad to
tho visitors wo had prosent from Afrfchy and 1o tho Kont Stato studonts who had
como to participato in our dolivorations —— and Donby strossod that tho "timo that
was mmning out” was for the rulers of this capiltalistic, racist, saxist socloty,
ard not for tho rovolutionarios out to uproot it both in theory and in fact,
Tho timing of the grost spontancous outiurst of the massos to como cannot bo pro—
dictods tut if wo aro proparcd thoorotically, wo will bo roady for it whon it

Neme of our urdiings, whether cun papor or our pemphlots or tho manyr intor-

&
natlenal cditions of our fundamental works liko Marxism and Freedom and Philessrhy
i Bowolubdenm. arg just "litomsfurs " They swo oll port of the woleces frem
lelow as well as theory, whose unity will assure the American Rovelution will net
Lo eno mere dofcated or aborted cno. Donby thon doelarcd tho Plonum opan, in tho
. ramg of tho National Fditcrial Beard ond turned tho chair over to tho cn—-oditur
of N&L, Folix Mariin to organize tho Plonum, intrnduco tho prosidium >f fivo,
cond give tho flsor to Raya for tho PERSPECTIVES REPORT,.

Caplas of fho centants pago of tho National Chairweman's rophrt woro
in ocach participant’s packots ) : .

IT's LATER, AIWAYS TATER -~ oxcept whon spontanoity
upsurgos ard you roalizo it is horo and now, and you
arcn't thoro and ;-ondy. ’

Introductions Facing Roality on'tho Quostion of tho Difforonce Botwecn
. Totally Now Boginninge, end a Now Stago -

Av U.S¢ DPERIALISM~CAPITAT TS i oF. 'EfltOhS‘OF MANI CRISES
Ecenomie, Politieal, Laler; Roclinl, Soirdst _ :

‘B, "SPIRIT IN SELF~ESTRANGEMENT": nSpirit is consolous of en objoctivo
. . roality which msts ﬂ.‘fﬂopondontly."
tholr slionstion 1z pure consclousncss
sss Spirit in this caso thoreforo cor=
structs. not moroly ono world, but a twe-
fold world, divided and solf-opposod,”
Eogel, Phenemonolegy, Pe 510
1- Mao’s China in tho Bi-polar World of U.s.=Russia o
2« Tho Afriean Horn, on tho cno hand, and on tho othor, tho

- bl - W -
Fortuguusu Ruvodiavion

Co AGAIN AND AGAIN: THL DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION AS CONCRETE FORCES FOR
REVOLUTION AS WELL AS RFAZON LML OUR CONCREIE TASKS, 1977-78

Bocauso this rcport was roproi+ wd in full as Post-Plonum Bullotin
Numbor One, it will not be summarized ter., In tho DISCUSIION that followod the
prosantction, lillian, Bay Aroa, doseribed somo of tho antiwnucloar protests sho
had participated in, and tho disappeintmont sho had folt that only 800 instond of
8000 had turmod out at ono. While othors blamed “tochnical difficultiocs", i1l
confrontod thom, instosd, with tho "global polities™ that woro rosponainlo=~tho
pro~Russian and pro-China groups all atwont booauso thoy would have hat to attack
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tho nucloar politics of thoso stato powors as woll as tho U,S. Bagono, To3 Angolos,
discussod tho conforonco of radicel cconomi_sts ho had Jjust attonded in rolailon to
"time running out"; what makos 1t alive for us, and how do wo move thosc wo moot
closer to us, or at least make sure their rejection is on 2 high, not a low lsvel.
There was no real feoling among tho radical ceonomists that the Koutren bomb ropro-
sonted total disintogrotion, We havo to koop asking oursclves what is tho soeilous-
noss of tho intclloctuals wo talk with, and tost it not just by discussion but by
participation with us in our actlvitics. Wo can move somo closor if we can show tho
eenerotanoss of tho rovelutionary altornativo to.tho non-viabllity of this socicty.
Tho Paris Communo rovoaled that tho fotdishism of commoditics was tho truth of copi-
talist production, and not only oipossd tho inhumanity of zapitalism but showod how
to root it out with frocly associatod labor. Some of tho intolloctuals are Just un-
roachablo == somo of thom boecauso thoy have tied themsolves to Meoism, Tho Porcpoc-
tivos shows that we cannot disregard China Just bocauso 1t 1= post-Mao; ang 1t is
critieal for us to undeorstand what wo mcan by "politicalizatien” boczuse wo can't
win Just by oxposing thoir "politics" without showing that polities flows from a
cortain philosophy. Boss took tho floor zt URPE ard spckc of tho frcmandous dilem—
na thoy woro dn as political wconomists who aro stidl part of thls systam, monind-
ing tham straiphiformmrdly that a political cconomist 100 yoars ago had to brosk

with this socioty ard olign with huwwmity — ad nall -« dogun lator camo o thank
hew for what sho said. Tho point is that Bess had folt a rosponsibiiity to toko the
floor on thoir quostion, tut sho sot it on totally now groud. ‘
. ' . - ¥ovin, Now York agrocd
with Eugeno, but folt it was diffieult to got intolloctuals "at tholr innards™ bo-
causo nono gao tho sclf-dovolopment of tho mass movoment. Thus a profossor could
spgroc with Kovin - on tho wrgeney of stopping tho rulors from destroying the world,
tut on hoaring him say ho was dropping out of collogo to bocomo'a rovelutionary,
could say "but you might wani to use tho dogroo in-10 or 20 yoars" Kovin deseribod
somo of tho intclicectuals ho has workod with, ospocially tho libortarians who aro
suro that if you have a rovolution led by anti-Leminists you could novor got a
transformation into opposito. Ho contrastod tho way intellectusls liko Marcuso and
Adorno ‘have"gono back to Hogol™ with tho way 4in which wo havo gono back via Raya,
noting that Roye first grappled with Hogol via Lonin, and thon wont far boyond.

Ho also posod tho guostion of why tho classos last yoar seiémed to havo boont a
"still-birth" and what that moans in rolation to our noodod politicalisation.

Miko, Dotroit wag cxeitod about tho quostlon Raye had posed on tho difforonco bo-
twoon now bogimnings ord new stapos, Ho folt -timo is running out for us to catch
this eritical point, bocausc if you den't catoh tho true new boginnings you wind
up with falsc now bopimmings liko so much of tho Loft and loso tho continuity with
Marx, Ho saw tho orisis of rovolution as tho crisis in thc mothod of rovolution,
and rolated that to the now pamphlot around tho chaptor on Marx's Capital. Whereas
an auto worker he had discussed our Plenum agenda wlth saw everything as canmected
vhothor Afrdca or oconomics s a questlon of whothor wo weuld live in slavory or
frocdom, Mandol and Tony Cliff soo ovorything as soparatod ~-cconomics from poli-
tiecs, organization from hisiory, philoscphy from ovorything, Wha ‘s oritiquos
of thom roveal is that you have to havo tho continuity with Marx 10 rocreation
of ik W Yomin op you will miss he cmergones of tho now forecs for rovolution and
now forms of organisation, for your own ages Mike referred to the countless -and
varied dismssions at the campus 1it tablos that involved thoge four chaptors from
M%F, pointing out that tho wholo quostion of how you soc tho world today rovolvos
about tho mothed of copnition. Ono of tho visitor's te tho Plonum had sald ho camo
bosauso ho wantod to undorstand the world tcday and how it got that way -- which
geomod too passivoy and Miko hed proscntod what happonod durdng tho civil rights
movemont of tho '60s, whoro idoae had tho powor to chango "facts”, onco tho mcthed
of urdorstanding tho world involved transforming it, That's tho hoart of M-Hlsm ==
that tho mothod of undorstanding is tho mcthod of changing it -~ and tho challonge

40 cvoryono prosont,
-
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Bon, Chicapo, said tho Porspectivos showed how all the flash points bocomo
thgt bocnu§o the two supor-powors aro charging tho situation, bat what 1s most
Irightoning about "timo running out" is how much of it comos from tho pussibilitiss
°L & girsot U.S.~Russia confroniation, It is prociscly this bi~polar world that tho
So“fanaﬂ "How Philosophy™ in Franco wallows in. It is tho vory cpposito of our
phil_osophy which comos from tho dopths of tho opposition to that way of thinking.
He spoko of tho crisis as boing right within Russia itsolf, just as it 1s ripht
within tho U.5, ~~ so that Russia rocontly warnod about tho loss of production
bocauso of "lack of tochnological diseiplino”. Whilo in this country wo havo Timo
dovoting an issuo to tho “wndorclass” ~ thoy pickod out all tho samo facts wo
933 but they all addod up to nothing, whoross all you had to do was lock at tho
finaneial scetion of the samo magazine which ovon thoy eallcd "Rollorcoastor to
nowhoro"., Yot, tho Loft discussion group closo to IS in Chicago rogardcd tho re-
volt of Humboldt Park tho samo way Time might havo, as just “wxorclass” -- whien
fhWB how rmach of our concrete activity flows cut of our Perspactives, and how
Jirectly related Organization 1s to this discussion,

. Lou Twmor, los Angelos sav
the WhO].(.) idea of tho Black Thought pampblot flowing from the Porspoctives and
'l;u:seussou throc pooplo ho had contact with who roveoal a groat doal aboutl what

Yacts” moan and what thoy don'ts ono was a -social werkor from Sowoto who had

#worked in a Clovoland ghotto horo. Sho had a Iot of intormation about South AETET0
st couldn't sco tho conmoction botwecn Africa and thc Amordcan quostionj sho
artually thought that workors and pooplc ~n wolfarc horo havo it "good"; the
sueond was an fimordcan Black intclloctual who had been in Sewoto 11 menths, er-
riving in Aug, 76 just whon Kissingor was thoro, but wntil X spoko with him, ho
¢Wn't soo any connoctions with Amorics, cithor. Nobody sooms to bo trying to
‘oo those eonncetions axeopt oursolvess tho third is 2 Hack workor who talked
with us about tho conditions in his plant whoro thoy ave woiked so mch ovortino
i ondy goos to work four days & wock, and ho said all tho absontooism romindcd
Lim of a play that camo out in tho '60s callcd "Day of Abscnco”, which was bascd
o I-ho word IF ~= if g1l tho Hlacks in a Southorn %own didn't show up for worlly
".fh? t would happen? The iddca "what if" bocamo important as a catogory. It's the
what if" that polates to roorganization of thought itsolf that wo want to con-
crotize dn tho Hlack Thought pamphlct. ) oot
. ' Svzrme, Dotroit, wantod to speak about
Soxism, Polities and Rovoltlw*ion 4n Mac's Znina undor Porspoctivos bocauss sho
-folt it was important not to loavc it jist for tho WL sossion, bocauso i% dsn't Just
ftr womans A1l ovoryono has talked ebout in this sossion has boen the grostnoss of
Lsryist-Humarism, tut we havo to considor what that moans when thore is so much o
do and wo arc a small group. Wo hovo bomun to cxplain what soxism moans -- that
it isn't just rolations at home or who docs the dishos, but what it means to us as
2a organization, Tt isn't just that Rayn as the founder of our philosophy doosn'+.
E.?t in Newsweek like Lovy or Glucksman, tut that tho whole dovolopmant of all cw:
itoas has beon ignored, The quostions wo havo raisod aro tho vory ddoas that arc-
Loing put forward by tho womon in Portugal and ovory singlo cowmtry in rovolutioa,
1%¥%o Angola, and Mosambiquo and Sowoto. It's bocause thoy arc womon that thoir
idoas aro boing ignored, What aro wo going to do, concrotoly, in tho locals, to
rolato this now idoa to our activity? If wo tako "Woman as Roascn" sordously,
ovaryono horo, non and women aliko, should bo abtlc to spoak on this quostion.

Dan,. a young aute worlor .
visitor, from Dotroit,who hod bteon askod o talk about tho oxplosivo hoat wallw

cuts ho had boon involved in, raid ho foli 1977 would bo lockod back on as ono of
tho hottost summors of labor unrost over suun, and doserdbod what hed happoned
aftor tho walkouts, whcn 3 workors woro fircd and 400 given disciplinary layoffs.
Tho workors had called two ralldos to which 500 to 700 workors hod como =- but
lator it had boon hard to pot pooplo topothor for tho continuing fight. Dan spolt
especially about the role of tho Loft during this timo when ovory group imaginablo
bogan handing out loaflots tclling tho workors what to do,Tha Octobor Loaguo had
boon ospocially oriticizod by tho workors,-so that when thoy callod a rally, tho
union sont all thoir union rops to fight them, but only 3 roal workoers slhcn\rt‘:a)d,,?’)g.‘;t
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Immed tately following the Lunch Break the Plenum reassembled to hear

two presentations en THE BLACK THOUGHT PAMPHLAT, with Ray, New York, in the chair,
et JHOVLR L PAMPHIAT ‘

John Alan: Although “Black Amordasn Theught" appoars as tho third olomont ' in tho

Proposad title Fancn, Soweto, and American Flack Thought
it must be the elemant in the completed pamphiot, &-
causo of ck Uboration 4n thn 0.5,
tho U.S.s ard bocauso wo
our own rovolutionary dovolopmont in thougyk
t quality of our intornationslism is to emarges.
Yot this olomont i4s the writc boeauso wo arc not dealing with thouglt
that comos from intollcetuals, but with a procoss of thoupht that comos from tho
tctivitios of Hlaeck pooplo claiming their right to frocdom, and how in tumm that
thoupht influcrces practico itsolf, ‘
The dialectical rolationship botwoen Black
an history has nover been wderstood by bour-
gools writors, Dr, Maptin Luthor King; Jr, roalized hic was catapulted into
lozdorship by tho Montgomvory Bug Boycott, but was dodicated to tho abtstract Juon
of human rdghts; Yot ho was far 4n advance of prosant-day Hiack middlo-class lc- op-
<hip boeause ho und

thoro is no national

¢ itsolf ir {ko Hlack massos, Tho Black urhan
¥outh aro tho oncs most owerc of this scparation, It was not mtil two wooks
aftor tho N.Y. Blackout that Vern ]
Cartor fdministrations and Bon Ho
fonse of Cartor, A _ e "
: Co Tho Rackcit and tho activitios of Black and Yatino youth thsi
- followed was proof - nuch alivo and #1iuminatod tho real insosy
hay { -d; youth, most of them Rlack? Why aro thero
throo gencrations of Pooplo on welfare? HNo answors éan bo oxpeceted from todai s
Rlack"lcadorship, " A1l aro hopolossly committod: to tho "thoory" that rosolving
tho problems of Hlacks rosidos within tho prosont systom. Thoy do not spoak to
tho pooplo living in tho ghottoos of Harl:m ox dagaiea, but to and for the Whito
Fouse. In tho '60s tho Black Powor cor.cpt grew out of tho eivil rights strugglos,
and was o thoorotical loap that tho intulloctusls did not grasp or dovolop, Just
tho opposito. Millions of words woro written about Hlack Power by intolloctunls
it all roverted back to somo form ne soparato commodity production wndcr the
control of a Black glito within the body of whito eapitalist ‘ceenomy.  This we:
‘0 ultimato solution in tho thoughts of Nathan Haro, Stokoly Carmichacl, Jamc:
Farmor as woll as tho more congorvative intolloctuals. *Neno rceognized that 4, .
majority of Hlacks who can £ind work within this systam sco it only as long hours.
bad working eonditions, monial labor, lowor pay, last hired y Tirst fircd, back-
tecaking labor undor tho constant prossurc of both management and wnion officiai:
L2 'spocd=up, stay on tho Job mtil you're desd, and koop your mouth Shut!:t

. no

timo In tho schem )
addross why, if in . capitali, .,
soparation could bo considdred posaiblo - Tho gsourco of those failupes
€008 not lio in the tdography of a singly pergonality but of tho Hlack Amorican
niddlo-class and 4ts rolationship to the .opitaldigt systenm, :

FRANTZ FANON: In Wrctohe of tho Z.rth, Fanen bogan to analyzo tho greul o
chasm botwoon tho African Loades and the Afriean masscr in Lo midst of tho
Afriean Rovolutien,  Yob only & Tow, oven t~ay, scom to undorstand that the
victory of ncomcoloniclism which wuo the rasult, is the genegls for all the sgt-
backs tho Africsn mations are facing teday, vhothor 4t iw tho failuro of any
rcal Pan-Africanicm to dovolop or tho failure to tako dotormined action against
South Africa, or tho continuation of African undordovelopmant, as part of tho
world markot. Russia and China aro amenyy tho poworful forcws within tho world
markot and cxact thoir "duos" from africa wherovor they ean penctrato.
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Fanon's book was not a treatise on violence, but a re-creation of the
dialectics of liboration for the colonial wordd as it omormud out of the colonial
revolutions, demsnding dostruction of tho old and tho building of a totally now
sordoty =~ and not the ro-Rurcposnization of the formor eolenics via noo-colonial-
ism. This was tho ossoneo of Fanon's rovelutlonary position and proeisoly bo-
causc of this position ho has boom practically ignorod by tho Afriean olito.

If tho African masscs have consomtod to road Fanon, thoy havo movod a large stop
in front of thoir "loadors”. :

Fancn was a groat rovolutionary, a groat theorlst,
and o gront humanist, but ho was not a Marxist., Bocauso of that ho did not givo
us & comploto picturs of whEx tho Afrdean leadors who opposcd colonialism could
in a fow short yoars sottlo for tho half-uny houso of noo=coloniallism. This can
only bo undorstocd 4n tho contaxt of world capitalism whore tho two polos of capl-
ts1, tho stato capitalism of Russia and China on tho ono hard, and tho so~called
privato domoeratic oapitalism of tho Wost, ongagod in tho singular task of sub—
verting tho African Rovolutions.

‘ Tho wholc question of nov—tolonialism is inscperablo
from tho forcign policy of Cartor's Administration, which, in Cartor’s own words,
is o continration of tho Ford=Eissingor policy in the Southorn part of Africa.

The keystono is to dclay any rovolution in Zimbabwo, a policy urged en Washingieon

Li-tho sutbrock 5% Scwots lost yoar. s With tho cleetdem of Cartor and iho appolni-
mant of Androw Young as US Ambassador to tho UN. the poliey bogan to involvo the
Argriean Black middlo-elass in tho "resolution” of tho African problom.

’ ’ . " XI'haven't
boen to Soweto, tut I ¢an ses something new taking place thero —- new in organiza-
tion and naw In 1dcas. The "tochniquos" are African in naturo, involving consui-
trtion or talicing things over with difforont groups, gotting congomsus, and thon
talcing acgion. Wo can loarn & lot frem that. It was ablo to bring togothor
a1 scetlons of tho South African -Black pooplo who had not proviously ongaged in
such strugglos; it pullod off a Goncrel Strike In Johamnesturg, no casy foat. 7

tark now 13 to got an outlino for tho pamphlot, which is what I'vo tricd to dovelope
Eore. T think tho first socction should deal with Sowoto and Now York to find what's
nnt about thems then Fanon and his rolationship to tho proscnti and finally tho
vholo ‘quostion of Amordcan Hack Thought ~- wiich romaines tho hardost part to do,

Iou Turnors This pamphlot rust be not only about Elock Thopght, but a challongo
io roorpanizo it, If Franz Fanon spoaks to us today, it is bocause, ho folt tho
nceogsity for that undor tho impact of tho Africen Rovoluticon and bogan that ar-
ducus task. T : ' . S
.The oxporicnecos wo havo livod through in the '603 end tho rosulting
impasso in tho Amorican Black Movement of tho '70s, on tho ono hand — and tho
new forms of rovolt and thought coming from tho African Roveolutdons of tho v70s
in tho Portugucsc colonics and in South Afrlea, on tho othor hand, givo an ur-—
goncy to tho task for today., What marks tho movomont horo today is tho undor-
curvont of rovolt that runs ovor deoper tut is not roprosonted bty any Elack leoadars
today, though ws have moro Black roproscntatives in govornmont, industry, cduca-
tion and so forth, than cvor boferes We have novor had moro gains rollcd. btack
right in our faccs, m nover has so mu:: of tho capitalist aconomic crisls boon
1pid on our shouldorse Wo arc burdened by thoso Hlack lcadors.
: . The actuality of
the situation is bourded on one side by unemployment rates that surpass B0# for
Rlack teen=agers in some arcas and on tho other side by revolt, from new organieza=
tionnl drives of toxtilo workors in tho South to tho Hiackout ovonts in How- Tork.
Tt was only aftor that Hlackout that Jordan spoko out against Cartor. But 1t is
not only that tho "talontod tonth" loadorship has bocomo apokespeoplo for this
socloty. What of othors who claimod to bo rovolutionarics, liko Baraka, or Car-
michaol, or tho Hlack Panthors now in alliande with tho Domocratic party?

5765




6

it is tho dopth of rovelt which unites Hlack Amordca with Sowato moro’ .
than it 13 unitod with Black loadorship in Amorica. Soweto has been marked by
the fact that whether the leadership is killed or exiled or Joiled, more leaders
emarge from below, An Amspican Black inteilectual who Just spent 11 months .thore
told me of how the youth have learned to taunt the "hippos" (tho name of the
B-sided, armed police transports used to strike fear in Sowsto residents). To
divert the "hippes" from actual nmeetings, students would gather ot o differont
place nearby to throw rocks at hippes that camo to break up tho nooting, then
dls%};gear and rogroup somewhore elso, whils tho actual mooting continued undis-
rup . - :

Just as tho Josso Jacksons and Vornon Jordans are compcllod to spoak out
aftor somothing liks the Hlackout, so thc Hlack radieals hold conforcnces and
workchops frem timo o timo to appoar sorious about discussing Hlack strugglcs.
Lut thore s navor any prococdure for o dinloguo at those conforerices, and the
workshops only bresk everything up inte Zuoiotcd catogorles. AL of the rotre-
grosslons, whothor of "cstablishmont" icudors cr radical intolloctuals rovonl
that the rolaticnship of tho Black massos to tho leadorship has boon transformed.
Wicre tho strongth of a King or a Maleom iay in thoir ability to roprescnt tho
soirit of tho massos that gavo them birch, today thoro 17 total capitulation.
lue dJacksons, Youngs, Carmichacls, Karcngas, Barakas, Nowteds, arc all in disarrcy,
as poiitical ard ueenomlic crizos faco tho movomont, ' . :
T : In 1961 tho African National
‘C-ngress was forcod wydorgrourd, giving birth to tho Umkentio Wo Sizwe, tho arme)
wing of 'tho Congross, at tho semo timc that tho nationalist Pan African Congross
was forecod undorground, bringing about tho croation of its ammed soctlon, PORO,
Golng undorgrowd wag in offoct geing out of sight, BPBut with 10,000 studonts
zmarehing -on Juno 16, 1976, in econsultation with organizations liko tho Black
2arents' Association, studont unions liko tho SASO, SASM, migrant workors in the
~ hostols, a now form was feund to wage sirugglo, Its spontanoity is iis:form,"

and not as undirceted rago, for it was ablo to dirget Atsolf right to the norvae-
cantor of tho-S.h. occnemy, Hlack labor, in a beyocott that shut down 808 of Jo-
harncsturg's producticon, . L _ e .

‘ Focl this Sowoto and taon Liston to Fanons"I am not moroly
hapo~and-now, soalcd into thingnoss. ¥ am fer somowhoro also,for somsthing olso,
Y domard that notico bto taiton.cf my nopeiding activity insofar as I pwrsuc sowno-
tuing othcr than life: insofar as I do bettiv for tho croaticn of a human wsrld '
taat is, of a world of roclprocal rocopndbiohs.,." . Or Hogol:"It 1s solely by
risking lifo that frecdom 3s obtained; only thus is it tricd and proven . that the
ossontial naturs of solf-conseicusnoss is not baro oxlstonco, is not the, morcly
immediato form in which it makos 1its appoarance, 1s not its moro absorption in .
tho oxpanso of 1Lifo." Sowoto 1s tho philosephy of froodom in lifo, .
. - : No two- Hlack
situetions aro moro allke than Amordca and Sowcto; tut we rojoct any diroct
parallel that could only ond up with falsoc conclusions that tho samo situations
should be provoked horo, or that becavse Hlack Amerdcans aren't struggling in
tho samc mannor as tho Sowoic massos, ihe movoment is dozd, What wo wish to
work out, Instoad, is tho roveluticnary dialoctical rolationship botweon: tho tww,
And that cennot be worked out without tho roorganization of rovelutionary Amorican

Thal ruvrganization has begun, At tho Black conforonces wo havo at-
torded on tho Wost Cuast sluduuts wero mglnning to chalienge tho old radical
loadership and now wouid~bo loadosship alikc, And Black workors have shown
tho change in relativnship bolwoon loudors and mossos. (mo Elack Unireyal workor
put it this way:"Most managomont, &s weil as most of tho uppor union leadership
is whito. Thoro aro a fow Blacks but thoy do tho whitos' bidding. Wo havo a
Black foreman, and this man 1s oxpctted to firo moro mon than anyone. Ho is thoro
to digeipling Hacks. Is that proprussive? I am nof™ior joining +ho systom, and
all tho argumonte proscntud for gotting Hlacks into managoment arc basod on that,"

5786




. _?__

It is in Fanen that tho two liboration movamonts of & oto and Amoriea
mogt, both locking for what is nccded to insuro that we not?o\r rthrow tho oid -
tut den't ond up with what the rast of “indopordent” Afrdea has bocomos Fanon's
eritiquc is only tho nogativo sidc .of tho quostion, tho first nogatlon. It is
Marx®s Humanism/ior which Fanon had an effinity but, dying so young, was unable o
follow to its mothodological conclusions - ,that philoscphy rocroatod for our timo
by Raya, which dovolopos the positive sido of tho dlalectle of liboration, tho
sceond nogation. We have to damonstratc that our rovolutiorary philosophy pro-
vidos tho mothedology whoreby tho political battles ahond.of us can bocome the
pathway towards now rovolutionary Black thought. E

* ¥ R

‘ Wnen the DISCUSSION was oponed, the floor was turned over first te cur
two visiturs fiom Avsica. Thelr conteitutions are being transeribed in full to
a turmed over to the co-authers of the Himek Thought pawphlots and will be sum-
mzrized only briefly heras ‘
Qur visitor from South Afrieca btozan by saying that while
spiialism 4s in a crisle, the revolutionary movement is also in a erisis, and isthe
». 320 nec-coleniclism han wen tho battle in Afrdce 20 far. Fortunately for tha
poopla of Africa, the Afriean ovadta heve always been called a movement. Whatl
wis taking place was a struggle for indopendence, which embraced elements from
tho extremo right to the oxireme left. As scun a2s independence from colionial hen-
d.ge was won, for many the batilo was over, ard 1t was at thet stage that neo~colim-~
ielism won the day, This is tho stago Fanon rightly seys is a luxay we can 1117
afford because it does not bring with it the creation of a human world. .The true.
ravolution in Africa is stiil tc take place, There 3s only one countyy where
ne true revolution has bogun ard that is South Africa. It is proecisely becauso of
“.at that we can find paralleis botwoen what is happening among the massos in Aneri~
¢a and tho masses in South Africa, in particular in Soweto -- bacause in both we .
find the struggle to croate a now human world. It was in tho mid-h0s that the Aif- -
rican pacple came out with tho idea of a new road which ealled on the Africen pocple
tn look to thomsolves for their salvation, and strosscd that it was essential o
‘hzve a thoory for rovolution if the gual was to be. achiovod. . A1l the cpprossed
sretions woro called to como togothor, including tho white warkors -- unfortuniatoly
tie whito worker did not answor that cali. I was giad that Lou Turner said that
whon tho AMC and the PAC woro banncd in 1960 tho 36oas 442 not diss you can kill a
porson or an organization tmt you cannot kill an idga. It is tho dynamics of theso
sicag of froodom that are boing glvon now expression in Sowotc todsys Tho Africen
rvoplo have rojectod the idea of Bantu cducation ovor sinco 1949..The childron ~ho .
#2530 leading tho protost teday drank that rcjection with thelr mothors’ milk, Todey
[ tovolutionary movamont in Africa has roached & now stage in rovolutionary dovolop~
mont, . .
: Our yisitor from Wost Afyieas T fool what is missing whon ono talks of "Afrde
can" is a class contont. Ono nover talks of Chiang Kal-shok and Mdo Tso-tung in
tho samo breath. but that kind of distinetion 1s ofton missing whon ono talks of
Africa, Lot mo givo you an oxamplo of what I moan by talking about ¢no country ln
partiocular ~= Figoria, bocuuso ono cut of ovary four . Africans is a Nigordan,
and what happons thoro is impurtant to ovory othor African. Lot mo start w1th the
organization of African unity. In all tholr dcliborations 1% novor ocourrcd to thom
to yromoto tho froo muvomant of posplo, so that te go through Rabat Nigorians or
Cranaians nood visas hut Amcclcuus and Earcprans do nots  Tho TV concoption of
revolution is that ovorytimo thuss ds sume ghooting you have onoe. No. Gowan wWas
cvorthrosn, bt it was no rovolution, Unc of tho things most rogontod by radical
Afpicans 4g tho movomont of choap labor from surrounding African states to Seuth
Africa, Yot aftor thoro was tho revelution in Mozambiquo that movemont from Mo%.
to S.A. 5till goos on, Or tako tho Nigorian Pross and how 1t roports tho evonts
in S.A. =~ all you lonrn i how many pooplio woro killed, novor what tho movomont
45 about, Thoy don't want any rovolutionary aspoots against rlors brought out.
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Thoro is_ a class in Africa in whoso intorest it is to havo noc-colonialiem, that
wo should still bo divided inte tribos. Thore 4s an cnormous gap in wapos --
and you canhot fool the workers about whether you have a new goelety. It is the
intellectuals who get focled, One can declars hiwmself a Marxist, but he will be
Judged by the workers on what he does not what he says. {nd nobody hos to be
told he is oppressed, Workers talk breed ard butter issues, they talk about in-
flation, which in Nigeria is running about 408, At the vary height of the
troubles in South Africa, we wore treated in Nigeria to a Festival of Arts ard
Culture, I have nothing apeinst peoplo getting togather to dance, btut what sensze
doos it make to spend millions and millions of dollars to lot the West know wo
have a culture, Why didn’t we send somo of that ménoy to the Fraedom Fightors
in South Africa? Andrew Young is the hero of some of the intellectuals, becavsce
he is a Black who has "made it", ILook at how Young proposes to solve the South
Afrdcan problem -- he says it can be solved by the businessmen if we can gei tham
to ses the 1ight, What I am saying ic forget the business of that African commu-
rity where everybody looks after everybsdy as an extended femily, There are
classes in Africa., Hoo~colondalism would not last if it wore not in the interest
of some Africans, it could not last if it did not have some collaborators . -
Higeria and Kenya are the two countrios who don't protand to have secislism, and
Just count how many conferances wo've hud in Nailrcbl, Wo've davelored what I enll
& Iagos«Nairobi axis, What wo have in Africa now are changos coming firom helcir,
We won independoneo a long time ago and poople arc Yo longer satiafied. X think
wo are cntoring the poriod whers what will happeh in Africa rext will bo mass and
class.oriented so that the - revolution that peoplo have boon talking about will

- actually happon, ) . .

Rayas We have just had a demonstration of the unity of theory and practice. We

exs very proud that wo have Africans here and they have spoken for thoaselves,

and they are not "from below”, but from thecry, I am very happy that they brourht

in the class nature and the nesd for a real revolution, & social revelutisén, whush

you camnot have without having one in South Africa,. And I hope they will concent

to be part.of owr pamphlet, g ' T

: BT, it is Incorroct to let yourselves be tainted with

" the 1doas of the bourgeoisic on noo-colurislism, Why blame it on the poor Afri-
cans? Independence alone was not their gcal. Neo-colonielism éame bacsuse cole-
nialism was strong as hell, and wasw not going to allow Africa roal frocdom, .
Whathor it was Ghana or Nigeria they wanied world revolution, find they know f=om
tho beginning thoy had nut got it. Whon ho was fighting for powor Nkrumah weu’ to
lead a general stmiko and be thrown in Jail becausc ho knew -that was whan all
would bo for him. Aftor ho got into power ho movod away from the masses and was
so-ovorwholmod by all that had to bo dono ho thought ho could play with the im-
porialists. The countor-rovolution is so stromg, and it's right in this cdountry,
) Yot the senso of world roveluticn i1s so strong that things nover happen
in just ono country, In 1905 we had tho Russian Rovolution; Einstoin discovercd
the relativity thoory; thoro was a Zulu rovolution -~- nobedy pays attentien to
it, but wo draw tho cormoctions,’ : '

o Horo are tho points tho pamphlot mist considor:
Ono, tho movoment from practice -- Montgomery Bus Boycott through the 60s to
tho N.Y¥. Blackout., Why is it important not to play down eulturo? When Martin
Luther King brought in Bubor wo hailed it bocause ho was bringing out humanicn
25 tho only diroction thoy could go 45 got froodom.(He didn't want to show 1%,
but it was Hogol 4%et King wwa ioilowtig and studded at Harvard.) At the
Eamo ‘timo wo show this in Soutn Afrlsn «nd Nigoria, Wo can bring in tho Aba
events that Judith Van Allen wroto atuab horo, and selocted evenis, ”

Two, Q -

movemont from thoory =- can tako up Frante Fanon, vwho was complotoly and do-
liberatoly misundorstood by tho Black Powor pooplo hore. Tho groatnese of tho
prosant movomont has shown that thoir Black rovolution is not for “Blacknoss"only
but for wordd rovolution. for socisl revolution. Whon I wroto for Presenco
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sfcitaing I asked “Wny not a Now Intornationali” I was for Men Africanism if it
#as a form of veiduticnary sovialism and whon I askod vhy not a New Intornational
it wasn’t bocauso I had any iildusions wo had sy such strength but becauso I was
omphasizing it must be freo from statism, froe from Amorican Imporialism; from
Russian or Chinose statec-capitalism =- that it had to bo an indopondant rond to
truly now human rolations, -
. Tho third part, is markors on tho ways wo aro not glving
Lrograms. Marxisi-Humanism is ono markor; whatover our Afrdican contributors want
ts call their piocos would bo anotfior marker -- and thon loave ton full pagos to
ask roedors' commonts and ecllaboration. Wo want to show wo are oponing a door

. to work out semothing truly now and collectivo as a part of tho world rovelution.

T-rmioy Dotroit, said it isn't now to bo uriting about Afriea and Amorica -- tho
Bluck notionalists do it all, tho %imo culllng Africa our mothor country, Bul our
pamphlot is. difforent bocausc wo went to x.ow the roal relationship that unitos
atrice and Amordca. - It is casy to soc lhe cconaie relationship becausc U.S. copi-
tallen dominatas all of Afrieca, tut Roots showed oven the Ifirst geomomic rolaticn-
stdp, slavery, was not Just ocsnomice, . The truth is that tho Hlack rovoelis in
£vvies and Amorica have inspired cach other for gonerations, and it isn't & quos-
tion of “eauso and offcet", Yot scmothing is missing in the Hlack movement tedey
271 we arc scoing sot-bacles overyuwhore. Chicage scems worst of all, with tho XK

aad Bezds ronning wild ~- but it could all eaplodo any minuto, Wo know not to ox-
post anything from Black bourgoods loaderr, but X wantcd to know what révolutiomary
Bleck intolloctvals woro saying and got a sub to Hlack Scholar, AIl T huvo road in
3% is about Hlack culturo and Jitoraturc, about Africa and tho Caribbean,’ about
C:ina and thon not Ghina but Cuba -- but ncver about the Black Amorican ravoliion
today. Tho great thing Africa and Amorieca sharo is in News & Iottors -— you can
sus 1t dn tho bound volume in pooplo writing to us from Nigorda and Ghana znd Tan-
zania and South Africe, and in Black Amorica sposking for itsolf to thom. Tho -
portance of our now pampalet. is bocauso Diack liboration,in Africa.and Amorica iv.il,
noods a philosopiy of literation, so wo won’t iwind up with nothing gaincd, N. T
spcke on tho polemical movomont that Iou Turnor hed mentioned, Wo MarXistrHumailz\5
a0 vory much a part of Amorican Hlack thoupht, When wo louk back at our own con-
Iributions wo soo ACOT, tho AA Rovelwtions. Trek Mass Rovolt, Black Brown and .
Py Maryland Freodom Union, Netes on Wih. Vérking Womon for Froedom, -- thoy {:hc'aw
hat though a small orgmzeticn wo havo vasn active in tho Hlack movomont end

kovo somothing conercto to contribulc. Whilo it may bo truo that tho Amorican
~wught will bo tho most difficult part ¢f tho pamphlet, we arc not siarting friam
ceratch) wo havo to rocognizo our own history. Wo havo brought Marxigt-Humanism

1> tho movoment; I have bocomo espocinliy awarc of how important that was to MFU
¢ovolopmonts. Groat as Fanon'was wo can corry it futher, One of the things we

te have to confront is the sexism within the Hlack movement.
o Poss, YTos Angeles,sadd
what she folt it important to havo the thoughts of those who did not come prepercd
i sposk,and may not think thoy can presont thoir idoas as woll as others, and

do not think what they feel inwide iz important -~ bucauso all new beginnings are
vory diffieult, Eocause tho important geonoralizations cannot bo made without the
listening to theso voicos, sho hopod we would hear from all. the voices in tho
‘vroom bofore the Plonum ended,
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Ierry, Chicago took the chair for the DHTERNATIONAT, REPORTS and twrmed
the floor cvor to gugano, Jos Angelos: o

Zurops of tho mid-1970s, mast and West, i3 a furope buffoted by erdsis,
aconomically, rllitarily and politically, But it ig also a furcpo of revolt ~-
from Poland s workeps® oppusition to price incroases, to Italy's Jyouth, womem
and workor rovolts, to Portugals nsw forms of apartidarisme, to the anti-nuclenr
protosts in Gormany and France, to England whore the Loft uwassivoly breko up
tho rocont racist ard fascist marchos. Wo, as Murxist-limmnists, visitad this
guropo in Spring, aimod ; not with gonoralitios, ut vory spocifieally with tho
FPLs on Portugal and Burocommunist; armo? with an attitudo that saw tho eontrali-
ty of womeny arrd with a concopt of sol{-erganization; aymcd with Philosophy and
Rovolution bocoming intornationulized. '

' Ws found tho most overwhelming rovoiutisn-
Ary Proscnco was women -~ as movomont and as rovolutionaricsg in Milan, in
Portugal , in Spain, To enich this 2nd sz00 %t as & challongo for tho Furopoan
ravolutionary Loft to roorganizo itsoll took Marxisi-Humanists armed with a 30 _
Yoar dovolopmont of a body of thought which hed th spociiicity of women histori-
"eally in its dovolopman*, " That spocilicily has contivmed with the now pamphlet-
on Soxism, Politics and Rewolutlon in Muo's China and tho now departuro of sooing
Soxism as an ovasion of thoorotic rospunsibiiiiy, . g
. ’ Apartidavismo, wo found con-
erotoly in Portugal, did not moan lack of organizetin:, hut creation of now forms
of organiration --whothor tho mass agaxblies of tho Domostic Workors Union, or.
tho MiM's elinie in defiance of tho gorounmon®, or workors' commissions dospite
governmont roproseion. And wo ot sorlous intollectuals who wore soarching for
" néw forms to continue tho rovolutionary wrocoss. Not all woro outsidu urganization;
Gne grovp. ~- MES-- appoarcd to ho discussing forms of org'n from othow than a
tactical vigw. nc.said, "Thoro was no space, placo, to talk about Hogol and
Marx in this rich yoar and a half," ard addcd it WAS now nocessary, Wo dis-
cussod with all thoso our scarch for now forcos of rovolution; now forms of org'n;
cur anelysis of the Portuguose rovolution Ruya had wrltten; our congopt of nnt
Soparating org'n from phitosophic proparation for rovolution;
. . : ’ " Wo woro not ablo to .
spotk 45 ono organizatien 1o another; wo spoko instcad to individuals, and thus
have only tho morost boginnings of a political-philosophic-crganizational intop-
vention, Tho intornationalization of PeR and H&F is our conecrote point of do-
parturo for eontinuing to raisc tho Marstist-Humanict bannor; tut the faet thai
tho Patugueso oditions.will bo carriod -out by sorions radical intolloctuals,
and publishod by ‘a movoment publishor, cannot bo udorostimated, | -
- - ' ' - In Italy, tho most

magnificont oppotunity is prosented with tho publication of P&R. As Boss notod
in a rocont lotior, "Autonomis is hardly automomous." It cennot bo no matior
how much it opposos tho CP wnlosg thoy grasp Absolute Ydca as now boginning,

. You cannot start, 1iko Aut Aut, trying to provide an idoclogical ground by
lnoking at totality as a quantitstive thing, Totality in itsclf is no answor,

witout the now hoginning as intogral to that totality,
' : : ‘ ~ Tho two Spanish oditions
of M&F and P&R which ara alroady in our hands, will moan the prosonco of thoso
idoas in Spain as woli as in Tatin Amorlca, and wo are new working for tho dig-
tritution of MEF 4in Spain. FZR's iz alroady assurcd,

. In ENgland tho primary task
was to conerotizo a M-Hist organizational prosonce, which took two forms ~- Tirst
tho chaneo to spoak to studont and Hack awlicneos at two campusos, 2s woll as
Boss and Mary mooting tho oditor of tho WL Journal $pare Rib, who had alroady
been influcneed by our idons. Socond wag the Joint mooting botwoon Marxist-
Humanists from tho'U,S, and Beitain, It wue out of this moeting that tho pro-
posal for a Joint pamphlot around Raya®s chaptors in M&F on Capitsl camo abount,
But it has boon tho dovelopmont of whut that pamphlot is to bo in its ontirely
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now form of Tcday's Crisis that takes us back to the U.5., and in fact takes thn

whole question of Internationalization back to ourselves where Marxist-Humanism®:
most comprehensive founding and development has taken place, and where, of netos-
sity, IF internmationalization is golng to iruly take place, we as tho living em~

bediment of this thought will have to have doop organizational developmant,

Tho
politicalization in torms of today's global crisis, tko would-be Marxist Mandeld's
analysis of it, and Tony CLiff's dograding of Lenin and Marxist economic thought.
could only be develped hore by the founder of Marxist-Humanist thought. The relc-
vance for the U.S. was clear firom the recent conference we deseribed oarlier.

As
for womon's litoration, which is magnificent in E.uropa,/ jeﬁso hes its most pro-
found theoretical development here, by Raya. It compols a dovolopment of WL-NEL
organizationelly and politically,

The most concrete step towards the Internation-
alization of P&R and M&F has to begin with what we do with tho Spanish edition
right herc in tho U.S. For the bi-Lingual pamphlet we arc posing I would suggest
tWo points of concentration -- one,our presonce this fall at the campus with the
largost Chicane studies departmont in California and a vory radical Iatin Amori-
can stwiies dopartment, Socond, our concrote relations with Mexleo, The gpoup
wo have mot with twice in Moxico, which has just boon invelved in tho strike at
tho National University, have just writton us, and I would like to proposc a
trip at tho ord of the yoar to work out both discussion around the new Spanish
P&R f?]‘_dthavjng a contritution on tho new davolopments thore for the bi-lingual
pampnlat, . -
© Qur intornatiocnalization also includes tho now dovelopments from China
with the publication of "The Rovolution is Doad, long Live the Rovelution” ccn-

. taining Raya's analysis of tho Cultural Rovolution; tho publication of P&R in

Japan axecpected this yoar; and tho continuing Marxist-Humanist dialoguo in Burcpo
this Spring in Gormany, England and Franco., But for us, tho most concrute point
of doparture remains our dovolopment of M-Hist thought and activity in the U.S.
That is tho surost way to oxterd ‘our hand to rovolutionaries world-wide.

Mary, Dutroit,- supplomonted Eugone's roport by cencentrating vspecially on tho
womon's movoment and its implications for ¥ovolutionarios. . In Italy, tho land

of spontanolty and massivenoss, tho WY movomont facos tcday as énemies not onir
the Christian Domocrats and tho Church but tho partios-to-lcad, aspgglally tho
(P, and has to faco its nocd also for sn organization of thought if/is to romein
indopandont, Tho Ytalian odition of P&R could not bo moro timely for WL. The
universalism of Marxist-Humanism has boon rocognized by one group, ISIS, who

havo Just roprinted tho N&L-WL colum on £, Timorosc rovolutionary, Rosa Muki
Bonaparte, in thoir bulletin. ' . ‘ .
. . In Britain wo hoar that Shoila Rowbotham has gone to
tho CP: whllo IS, which 1s whoro Rowbotham was whon sho forgot to ineludo Rose
Tuxomburg in hor Womon, Rosistanco and Rovelution, has in 1977 suddenly romemborad
thoy forgot women as & wholo for tho past quartor-contury. Yot amidst this dis-
array wo £ind women lilko tho oditor of Sparo Rib who saw in P&R a way for hor

own roorganization bofore wo mot hor in porson, Tho British-U.S. intornationali-
zation of P&R is the.now joint pamphlot which can bocomo a way to bring M-Hist
currents thoro togothor,: '
Tt was in a land of rovolution, Fortugal, whoro thezw

who bost undorstoed organization practiced apartidarismo and whoro tho womon iore
trying to answor & How to comploto tho rovolution? In tho faco of a growing
countor-rovolution tho MIM ducided what was nocdod was to bogin an indopardont
nowspapery it was thoy who folt an immediatc affinity to M-Humanlsm, offorad us

a platform to sposk to thom, and wantcd to bo publishors of MEF and P&R. Wo havo
boon witnossing all day from tho Porspoctivos proscntation to now what it moans
to practico intornationalism at home, Wo como from tho land that is not only tho
mightiost imporiaiist country, but tho Jand that has give?tihc wholo world a rovo-
lution in thought, ‘That is what is noodod to bo roady for tho nocdod .morican
ruvolution that will finally wnloash tho wordd rovolution. 5 ’?7 1
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S0ss, Los_fingoles, wordeorod whore to bogin hor suppiomchiary report, whon you
rocognilze how terribly important for tho worid this smell group horc is, boeti.s
this is whoro tho rostatomont of Marxism for our time has boon articulated, Wo
3:4150 for granted a lot of radicals know about us, but Raya warnecd us before wo
1oft on o Leip that wo would havo to bogin with tho Great Divido that Lonin's
roorganization of his own thought moaul. FH-w truo it was. Evorybedy calls

him or horsolf a Loninist thore. Sc what wo worc confronted with was how to
present what Lonin did whon ho was confryonted with & erisis in his own thought.,
When ho want back to find what is AMarxism ho discoverd ho wasn't roally a
Marxist, But tho Loft in Buropo doosn't wndorstand that. Whon thoy want to go
back to Lonin, likc MES wants to, thoy go %o tho Lonin of 'What's To Bo Dono?”
As if Ionin didn’t broak with that kind of thought, Lonin wasn't Jjust "updating”
somothing,

In tho chaptors from MAF wo aro geing to ropublish; you can sco that
it is what pooplc woro deing in 211 pits ef tho world thet gave tho form to
Merx's Capital, vhothor it was the siuves taat docidod thoy wanted to bo wago
slaves insteoad or chattol, or tho Paris Conuunc that oxposed tho fotishism of
commeditios. What mikos & great thinker is to tako theso acticns for human froo-
dom and make the gonoralizcticn, Leron had tw got *nat mothed boforo he cowld
say nover again with the Socond Intoruntional and show wny it wes novor sgain,
What we did arowd N&L.in this country wes to practico Marx's methodology whon
wo recachod staio-capitalist thoory and a minor said ho wanted a difforont kind -
of labor, and Marsisn and Froedom wos piven & now form. _

T ' . - * Tn Portugal, and Itely
and sngland what-we kopt tiying o show was that unless you wnderstand Lonin's:
broak, you canft understand tho roeroalion of Marxism in 1977. . Wa osane
arme) with that kind of theught, It is no aceident that the women who wantzd to
work with Feminisw had t6 lonve their organizations ~- in Portugal, in Englard,
and. in'a sonse in Italy. But it wns only first nogation so Zar, It is very
halpful to kave personal contact, amd 7 hope it can continue despite our. limiin

rosources, so it can go to secord negation,

In the DISCUSSTON, Jouhn, Netroit,noted the strong omphasis on organization this
year, whers we went with something to projoet , not only to report what is but
discuss how to change it. He roferrcd %o *ho.porleds of tho 1937 Spanish Rovo-
lution and the 1945 Post WW1I to show how wordd crises son foree you to couband .
with philosophy whothor you want to.op .cgjth In 1937, while organizing fullitiro

for tho P in -Now ingland, the & wif‘Moving loft and the CP right, and at wss
nocessary to break with ail of thom and raise a new bamer, at that timo tho 4th
Intornatilonal in ordor to talk intolligontly to workers., In 1945 retwming frou
war, tho SWP-was in total disarray and tho party-line was frozon on Russia as a
workors® stato, forcing mo to. anulyzo its rolo and come to a stato-capitalist
position, which I put forward, lator I found somoona olso had done similar work
in the WP, wont looking for FF -~ and tho rost is history. Tho rolevwance to Lo-
day's discussion is-that it is impossible to view us as laying down a lino “for
them", Instcad of seeling that othors aro soarching for thomsolves -~ bocauso
no othors havo unfurlcd a bammer that could itzolf bo & form of activity.

: T ' ‘ : Diang, Yos Angelos, said
sho was compolled to sposk bocauso Boss was right that it ls just potty-bourgecis

Sge o Kook odlont booouos pmu oave sireidd wew wdll wod sound ae molighed as athensy
and she felt an all-aohecmpassiuz nood for tho Black Thought pamphlet. Sho doscri~ .
bod three Hlack weuwa who had pusbienstud in tholr discussions in L.A., and tho
ono who 1s iIn so mwy acluvibics dad going in so mnny difsoctdions at once that 1t
is destroying Lor~- sho huped t5 be ablou to talle with hor and got hor to dircot
hor energios to Marxist~Humanist work. . '
! ' Urazula, Chicago, told of first-hand nows
she had from frionds about tho food riots in Po ‘aftor tho amnouncoment of
100 to 2004 prico incromscs. Store windows woro smashed and cormunications out
off and tho govoynmont at onoo triod to blamo 1t on “hooligans", Thoe noed to
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hido the truc ovonts from the rest of tho populatiocn wes so great that in
Warsaw thoy organizod a rally for the governmont., Vorkors weroe horded from the
factorios to the stadium, where the poople wore teld i’ was instigated by Jows,.
The soction whoro tho CP was soatod clapped vigorously and that shot was 1Ved
211 ovor Poland and made %o look as if all tho workors wero applauding as thoy
thon showed a distant full view of tho workers filling tho stadium. But no
mattor how they tricd, tho tricks didn’'t worl. Tho movornment ‘had to take the
prico inercasos back, =T : '
N ' Olga, Detrolt spoko about the decade since 1967, since thai
year represented a kind of wmtershed that iald the’ ground for, the highpoint of
68 baing follcwod by the counter-revolution of 63 instead of’a new soclefy -- in
two ways, the Hlack Rovoit and the Middle-East. The retrogression to the point.
that neo-fascists aro openly apoearing averywhoro, not ovon disguised as "popu-
lism”, is tho moro horrifying not so wach lwcnuge of tho degarmration of capi-
talism(thathes to te oxpused as the rvot cadso) but 'tho rosponsibility of the
Loft,fnot juct for what it didnt do in 68, but what 3t'did do in 67, 67 was fhe
Dotroit rovelt, a now highpoint for class and racer it was alse tho 6~day war in
the Middlo-Euzi. In Dotroit tho Loft was nowhore arourd though it tried to clainm
cradit, and misscd tho point ontirely, trying to make it against whiloy only,
and missing. tho_truc intormatioralism of pruletarienism, In the Middle-fiast, Il
anointod tho Arab world as Socialism and tho dofense of Israpl as Ziondsm, and
1aid tho roots for tho now Stage of anti-samitism wo.soo teday., Tho greatost
subjoctive fact during tho samo 10 yoars is the puiiication of PR ;- and it is
no accidont tha* although it was in 67 that Raya first propesed a new Black pem~
phlet, it was not until aftor P&R that it bocame possitlo for us to work out orie
that is not cnly Black Voicos, but also Black Thought. L '
‘ ' ' " ‘Cne of cur visitors, fron

France, whose comments wera translated for us by Maldolm, spoke to us’ zbout

the Women's IAberation movenent in Francei The WIM in frdnce began with the
strugglo for the right for abortien, when 1t had the groatest. fumber of folloy~
ors. The law was passed in 1974 btut it was enly for'a 5 year period; and we fe
not know what will happen when this perdod is up., Women ccnsider practical werk
mrre impartant than theory. Small groups may iry some theory, but the mass werk
is around abortion, contraceptiun. llberativn of sexuality, Thore has been work
with prostitutos in which I parti~bated last year, I belisve the wowen's mcve~
mont, w31l como back with more furco whon tho abortion luw is ro-examined by the
government bocauso it is not vory good, and while tho womon want to imgpove it
tho govornmont would Iike to réduce it, (Mario alse.said sho would be happy s
try o translate Working Women oy Froodom for Fronch roaders.) . .° .
. . o ' " Thorese, another
visitar from Frango, wanted tn spoak abput tho things that had ‘changed tho most
- In tho past fow yoars, The oxtremo Loft has bocamo -vory woll kmown. Fiftoen
yoars ago ono wsuld not daro  to say ono was. a Trotakylst, It was difficult

to distribute loafiots at a factory bocause of physical confrontation with thoe
Communists. Since 1968 tho ideue are-wuch . bottor known by workers whether thoy
egrge with thom or not. Right now there are thros Trotskyist groups of about
1000 membors esch and two Maoist groups of lasser numbors. Thore are four
daily papers of the extreme Laft., What wo discuss the most right now are the
elactions, and how battles with tho pulice woeuld affoct them. What I am asking
myself right now is , if the Ieft camo into pewer how they would be used to
A2ood=ldns the upplaws o trodnna mora. Some workors are talking about one day
of strike por wook, and tho rest of tho woew tekc LU edsy. What I would liko io
ask you is why you aro so adignant about thn New Philosophy in France --it
was publicized by the newspapers but only discussed among cortain eircles of
intellectuals, I do not foel it is taken seriously Iin France. .
© Duby Detroft, said
it had been erciting to hear the Diternational reports because they were not just
reports from afar, but conerotizod tha Perspectivesr aspucielly so the one from
Wost Africa which rovesled some of the empty categories that disguise the nesd
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Lfor revolution, }I was reminded that at tho huipht of the Cultural Rovolution tho
banner of the Pards Commumne wag mentionod tut it was an ompty catogory which was
_exposed by Whither China when tho demand for a roal Paris Cemmune was raised.

fet Maoism struck a world-wide chord in thoso who wanted rovolutien tut didn't RO
hoyond tho cholecs that seemed to be nffered thum. This yoar we find thero was

& continuity of tho Red Giards whe did tako the P.C, soriously, with the reprinting
of Raya and tho theoratical continuatim of ShorgWu-liun,

: , Jana, Chicaps,anid Chiecago
uas probably tho most racist eity in the U.S, and that is ono of tho »oasons she
was S0 eXclted to see tho Kant students with thoir wordorful T-shirts "Romember the
Spirit of Kent and Jackson State" which oxpresses true rovolutienary centinuity,
not cnly with 1970 but all tho way back to 1851, when 3ojourner Truth gave a won-
derful speoch in Akron, Chie that brought togethor women's rights and tho undor-
ground railroad., In fact, it is not oven just youth and women ard Hlack, but has
a proletarian dimension too, for it was Lordstown, Chio whoro G ran to got away
from workers® ravolts ard fourd thoy couldn't. Tho women on strike in xlwood saw
the cennections vhon thoy said they wanted to do what the youth at Kont Stato wero
deing, Ard it's all thoso connoctions that wo have to mako cxplicit in the now
‘ pamphlot, What makes it urgent 1s the sorts of things you seo in Chicago, whore

you can dial five difforont numbors to get the Nazi mossage far tho day, whore
Black homos are bombed, Elacks waiting for busos aro attacked, and huge racist
mobs aro mooting with politicians who ingist tho oppesition to busing is not racist,
Lt - is revelutionary Elack thought that is noedod to guarantee the ideas of tho
Black massos will bo put forward and find reality, '

- Toru, Now York, spoke about tho
reputatlien Asian-Amoricans have for boing silont, and tho roasons == whethor
. a'deliborato storeotyping to isolato us, or our languaga, or small numbers. But I
know many who are not Asian-Americans and are quiet; and I lmow that sometimes T
am not quiet. At the WL mesting ori Friday I began to roalize that talking ~-- for
the poor,. for mihorities, for women == is an sctive and wondorful fight, dvery day
wo are treated.as though wo don't havo much to say, so when wo finally do talk it
oxprossos feelings that flew from tho wrotchednoss of this soclety. I suddenly un-
derstocd why N&L talks about tha four forces of rovolution. I know that. tho mors X
fight against a secioty that tells ma I am not werthVof freedom, the more I know
it 3sn't true, It was my mother's passion to be able to oxpress herself, Today, ns
a fightor, you cannot koep her quiot, The raclsm against Asisn-Americans can bu
soan in tho way this country's Chinatewns and Japantowns aro boing takun ovor. by
the Japanose and Taiwan multi~naticnals while communitics are ovictod wholoselo.
N&L pays attontion to overybody, ard Teru said she hoped it would now look at the
Aslan-Americans, , .. ., . : o :
L Andy, Datroit said that his work with Donby on Indipgnant Hoart
hed .shown: that tho most,important works wo ‘have on Black revolt aro Marxism and
Fraedem and Philoséphy and Revolution, which had so much te do with tho self-do=
velopmont of Donby that covers throe ontiro docades. Wo more than any others ap-
prociate the dntornmationalism that Fenon reprosents —- but you cannot find intor-
nationalism oXprosscd anywhore on earth that can match P&R. And we are not the
only ones aware thet time is running out. 'Those” in power know it very well, The
very appearance of the Nov Philusopny in France is no accident, :mi; the ;;pital-
ists are frightehed to death of iz the power . t agains on. ey are
toritiod thet the Tett o going to win. P R e endous publicity in
this country becatise they want it presentad rz am altarnatdvs, and we will all be
hearing much more about 1t in the days chead.

. ‘ _Ifr.'lir, log Angeles, said Raya's Per-
spactives had touched evary spot on earth, where everybody is oither in revelt
or scared to duath of thoss in rovolt igainat them, Time sure 1s running out
for the rascals, but it's Just rumning in fer us. I just spent a waek on & farm,I
used to be a firmer and I looked &t a 1attle old 50 medel Ford tractor that

they wanted $1200 for -~ amd it was the same model that we had bought new in 52
for that ‘same $1200, Can you imagine; with corn selling $1.50 a bushel, then and
the same prico today, how a farmer can stay in buviness? He is in the same posi-

I YAS!




=15~

tion as a non~unien warkar, Wo'ro r1l in tha same stteation, If we vant to syur-
vive wa'va going to have to changa evarything around, And 8ome people think we
should support Russia against the U.8, I don't sco any difference betwoen Russis
and GM =~ thoy'ro both management so far as I can sog.

Raya gavo a SUMHATYON for tho ontiro day's procoedings:

I will talk about pPhilosophy, but so coneroto nobody will misunderstand
it, and I want to bogin with Marx., 11 Marists arc Proud that Marx broke with
pPhilosophy and said philosophors have intorproted the world ht now was the time
to change it, They said they were going to chango it, and that was Masxism, But
it wasn't, . Becauso he aise sald that it was impossible to fight 1t without
realizing Philosophy, What was groat about Mawxlsm was that it wag total and
demandod that tho idon of froadem be made roeiity, That was his first fight -
to maksg philosophy roal, :

In 1852 whon he wroto the 18th Brumairy of Louis Bonaparto
the intelloetuals got mad at him all over arain.. Thoy wore insulfed and insistod
thoy had nothing to do with tho disgusting bourgooisio, Marx toid thom to con-
sider tho solf-dovolopmont of thoir theought, bocausg thoy could not go further

in their philesonhy then tho petly Loucgepis thoy so disdained, Tho rolation of
thcught to roality is so doop yuu cannot change thought without thanging reality.

. : Kautsky could give bottor spoochus on the class strug-
gle than anyono hore, but whon it camo te changing reality totelly, sithout
dialeetics it moant nothing, oxcopt botrayal, When thoy failed to roact to the
Tirst form of roformism -+ Bornstoin’s cali to "ramove tha dialoot scaffolding"—~-
Lonin was with them. But whon ho saw thoir collspse simultanceusly with the
collapse of capltalism, Lonin said maybo ho'd bottor go ro~oxaming what Hogol
- was talldng about, what was “sclf-dotormination of tho idoa"? Aftor ho dAd, he“said
ho would novor agein bo with tho Second Intornational-~ which avory Trotskylst
and Stalinist and Maoigt ropeats, without ropoating what ho said about HOA it
would not be with tho Socond Intornational, by roturning te philosophy as tho
theoretic proparation for rovelutien, Thoro is no other way = othorwise you
have sctivity and more actlvity and moro activity, and wind up with the Now
Philosephy 4n France op with tho Weathormen ef tho D5, : '
. : ' : You ge through a vory
“traumatic experionce when you are a nobody and yeu daro -to say that a groat rovo-
lutionary like Trotsky is wrong and you are right, that Russia is a monstrosity
amd you're not dofonding it. Ho used"dialoctics"all tho tima ut d4dn't go
through & dialoctical transformation of his thought == ho just said ho was geing
to continuc with 1917, You don't undorstand mothedology whatseover if you only
g0 by rosults of what has happened, no matter how groat you are, _ s

' In 1947 4n Franco a Camerounian came to tho In-
tornationsl cenforence. e paid- that aftor tho war they wantcd to know why thoy -
should ramain under Fronch domination, amd thoy callod a 3ittlo mooting, kut Koy
‘didn't know what hungor thore was for froodom =~ tho whele population came out_-,
He said they didn't have anough membership cards, thoy didn't know what to tell
the people =- and do you know what the CGT and the Trotskylsts told hin? Thoy
5aid he had to go back and first build & trade wndon! I had boen thers to talk
on state-capitalism, tut I was so oxuitod that what I wrote btack to the U.S. vas
that a new stage of rovolution had begun in Africa. And not only a new stago,
btut they were higher than wo woro) tho populatien to a man, woman and :;:dﬁd; .

whia
happoned thon, What does it mean to say wo don't havoe to pay any atiention *o
Sartre and Existontialism? Ho discricnted a whole gonration of rovelutionarios.,
who did want somothing new, and did want philoscphy, Yot mo oxplain vhat
the titlo of the Perspectivos -- 17°S IATER, ALWAYS JATER -~ moans philosophical-
ly, Hogel says Wssonce also must eppoar, Appoaranco and Essonso somotimos comg
togothor. But whon it doos, will you rovognize it? If you aron't propared, it
is too lato catch it; and you will keop boing in alicnation.
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Tako Sox!sm, Polaties and Rovolution, It nover failed that T was always dofonding
Somo woman in tho old organizations, When tho war ondod, and tho mon camec back
to tho Trotskyist partios » thay tonk hasl +he debs that wcmun hed boon doing during
the war, just like tho bourgoois rolations. Cnly now thoy hed tho womon to blamo
for not growing, I defonded ong of the womon I was always fighting with political-
¥y askting how thoy dared to blamo her instoad of blaming the line they had sct.
What happened to what Marx had said when he was first founding his new continent
of thought? That the man fwoman rolationship is the most fundamaental of &all?
/ind he certainly was zciive in every singls woman’s movement of his day. Never-
theless, the minute a revolution happened, suddenly it became humanity, not woman,
Horo is a man as’ groat as Marx, as non-sexist in the thoorias and philosophy of
revolution as anyone could be, and he himsolf sont a woman to France Just bofore
tho Paris Commune erupted to goe what sha could find out and do thers, as the
representative of tho First International, Yot why did ho say the greatest thing
wn working existence without shewing it was woman who wero tho
. and actually bogan the comrmunal form? '
o It took this generation io discover
it was the wemen -~ I hope averybody hoc rend Woman Incardiaries. Why? Because
when you, yourself, do not appear on the seene, even scmecne as great as Hegel or
Marx eammot gon 3%, 115 are the genwraliva that saw women as Reason a5 important,
What we are trying to do with Sexism, Politics and Revolution is to see that Just
as philoscphy is important to overything that must bo thooratic proparation for
revalution, Aam. " | t us but the revolution in yourselves as
men., & k oduced is evasion of thaeory. We want to

*

lchair The' Se:séiqn on Sunday; :Sopt. 4, bogan with Deborah, Bay Area -in the
The' NATIONAL ORGAZZERS_REPORT by presented by Olge -~ and has been trans-

cribod and reprcduced as Pos t-Plenum builstin number two, 'sub-titlods Politicali-
zation, Baitle of Tdeas and Organizational Growth., Xt will not, therefors, be
summarieed here, - Co ' .

' Andy gave his sub-report on the Pepur, WS & LETTRRS, immodiately aftor,
Pointing to tho situation in tho minos, whorc the union and tho Indestry aliks
are facing a erisis as 2 reosult of tho 80,000 minors who wore out on striko to
Protest taking away the hospital benefits they had won through hard tattle way
back in 1947, .What is ahead may be quite different than anything that has been
seen before, and it will be reflected in the pages in N&L, just as all important
developments in labor have. bsan recorded in the pages in the past, Andy helid
up the-new bound volume of the last ten yoars of N&L, which is the history of the
usst, dmportant developments that have taken place in the world and an analysis you
will not find anywhore else. Our writton regery of this decade will stand up a-
gainst any in tho world., It is doubly truo-? the 2nd bound velume, and #riply so
with our first which oncompasses, thon, all important develcpmonts from 1955 to today.
Andy said he had tozomo dramatica:ly aware of this as he has boan working with
Charles Ponby in what wo havo called an "updating of Indignant Heart" for s future
Gorman edition. In addition to the rocollection of things. past that hava +s 25
with tho future, thore he bLoun o studying of the ontiro sories of Workor's Jeumnal
colurms which gives you a view of tho rhilzsophical dovolepment of a worker who is
a Marxist-Humanist through tha racounting of tho spocific svents throughout the
entlre past quarter-contury, It inciudcs averything from the dovolopmant of tho
Yontgomery Bus Boycott and the eivil rights strugglos to tho roviows of Marxism
and Frocdom and Philosophy and Rovolution, and is a glimpsc of the wealth that
N&L offors its readors, : .

: In tho pro-Plonary discussion, tho idos of a regular 12-pager

was offored as a perspoctivo for the futurc, =t was a proposal that was compelled
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by tho important objcetiva devolopmunts in tho world. That is connocied to ii:
question of our orgenizational growth in very direct ways. If we achiieve the
perspactive of actually golting a Letino page, we will have the simple physical
problem of whors te pub all the important roports end ‘analysis that the objoctive
situetien compells, Tha porspoctive will not be discussed until the Convention,
but we must bogin to think towards it through tho coming year,

. ‘ Ardy reviewed the
past yoar in torms of achiovmonte and fallures, calling attontion to the Youth
Page a5 an examplo of how & page comes alivo when gomothing 1liko the communica-
tion with the British students transformed the wholo March issue &nd croatod new
rolatienships on which we are still building, The rolationship botwoen papor
and organization is sp integral thoro is ne possiblo secparation botwoon thon.,

_ He called attention to the fact that we used to have a separate

"Hlack Page" to assure there would be material en the Black dimensien each issue,
et Hlack so permeates sverything and is on every page it is no longer necessary,
as it still is for Voman, Youth, and other revolutionary forces, The Organizaticn-
al Report has already taken up such questions 2s ocur coverago of the ARA women’s
struggles and court fight, and poged the question we must project to others =- why
is it thet we and nono othars racognizad this precedent-setting caso as important
to persistently follow; what gave us the organigational sonesitivity +o thoso women?
It can only ocwo with the integratien of your Philosophy ard your organization, It
pormeates overything in eur Papor becauso we do not write about whet “othors” arg
doing, but what we are participating in with othars. What distinguishos the paper

is that when workors ssy “this paper tolls ‘the truth" it is bocause thoy know "I -

am thore in that paper.” Thoy see tho truth of themsolvos. . ,

o . b s -+ Tho discipline that a
papor liko ours_imposes moans that wo do nét Just £i11 spaco; we do not have
- lengthy, wind=blown reports; even eur ads awe political “"articles", Evory 12-pagor
has booh an oxpanded advortisement for rovelutien., Tho 1i~pagers wo aro looking’

. loward boing ablo to havo rogularly cannot be soon as Just "moro spaco", Thoy will
bo the opportunity to exvand our cenception of tho unity of theoretical and prac-
tical tasks; they will givo us the chanco to have a Politicel-FPhilosophic Lotter
In evory issuo, That is tho tromendous gogl we are trying to achiove ~- and it

has to como from our own self-dgvolopment. It can como ne othor way. C

In the DISCUSSION, Folix Martin spoke ns Wost Coast iditor: I'm a production
worker. I've boon a fightor against this soclioty all my lifo., Somo of tho Loft
thinks rovolutioPcomos from tho barrel of a gwm. But in a socioty whore the
rulors’ gun is a noutron bomb you'd bottor havo mora than that to bring to the
battlos We say we put a lot of our faith in solf-dovolopment, Tho way I found

N&L was through an artlelo I had triod to writo that I wanted to world to know
about; somobody I'imaw from IS told ‘mo Workor's Power wouldn't print it but he
know"a little papor that would print anything"—- and I roally wantod to kmow pocplo
who would print what a workor wrota., After I had Joined the Navy I swore I'd never
Join anything else in my life, but I joined N&L because it was a place whers
pecple could como to_gether with their own ideas and grow with each other. Our
paper 1s the only one I know where you can find. evorything that's important to

Imow that's going on in the world. We were giving out the Harch issuo about the
British students at the Mashinini meoting -- and thoso puople, who had just brought
him from England, didn't knew a thing about 3t. And T want to say somgthing about
Indignent Heart, bocause when I read it I folt it was about my own life =-- and hore
we are in the samo organization, I'd 1iko to toll those who fool they shouldn't
Join something until they knew Gverything" -- if I hadn't Joined N&L, I would have
wound up struggling all my 1ifo and novor knowing anything,

Suzanno, Dotroit, who
hed been choson by tho WL~N&L national mooting Iriday, ‘to roport cn thoir fhroe
hour mooting, said sho would concontrate on what is now, Tho main point was poli-
ticalization, making our -philosecphy concrete. gven things that may seem technical,
such as Lillian’s seoing hor picture at a domonstration reprinted in othor papora,
and, swidenly realizing that hor pickot sign should havo said News & Lottors, aro

5777




«18~

;r.-;t. toclm.gal when you work en what to say in a pickul sdgn o 2ol wveryue koov
~ow you aro difforent, from all the other groups. She pointed to the large ‘bed-
shoot sizc bannor hanging in front of tho hall that we had usod at Flint, which
read "1937-77 -- The Strugglo Cgatinuos ~- Wi-Naws 2 Lottons" and sentmagted it
%o the constant "Hands Off.,,." bannors others koop writing, bocausa ours roally
said somothing,

Somuthing that will bo vory important this yoar is thé Bakke dooi~
sion, which doos not affoet just students or Just minority studonts, but wemen -and
Black workers, Urszula raised it in a totally new.way, when sho peinted out that
anybedy who wants to Bo a doctor should be allowod to study medicine, instcad of
limiting it to thoe fow chosen by the AMA, That questiens tho whole capltalist sys-
ton of medicine., It wndorlines the impertance sho, a5 & now mombor, will havo for
Chicago WI-§&L. Tt romindcd. us that Pcggy had como to us as now mombor through
. tho P&R classas, ospocially the onoc on Jade and tho Chinese rovolution y which gives
a glimpso of how ourhowost pamphlot can bu oxpoctod ‘Lo spoak to othor womon.

. . : . We dis-
cusscd tho many nationsl and internaticnal conforcncos coming up, in that overyono
was unproparcd for- tho countor=rovolution coming from womon.on-anti-abortion, anti
£Ris  Wo had not Mmown how.to prosont altornatives-right when they sross, rather
then looking. back to say wo should have donp it.. Wo.are geing to bo working cut
_ tho bost way to intorvong at. tho ‘Henston TWY: ineluding what our leaflat-will =ny,

o . C e oA wpew oo . - Wa discussed. the lack
-of membarship growth and its.relatich to our Boing rootsed in Hack and. working -
class struggles. Tommie pointed out we have aliays been rooted thers, but thae ques-
tion is whet have we dene there, and related it to her activity next year in the
" National Alliance of Black Feminists, whose slegen "feminism is a Qimension nof
+ .humanism” has to.be coricretized so it doos ngt wind up. gocial ork ,  The fisex
women's strike challenges us to work with them in the same woy.we had. dane with
ARA, &nd.difforontiate curselVes’ from all the -radicals that have poured _.:lh._ﬁa; .
, CeeLeront @ Ve ‘ - el - e e

most consistant way of coneretizing. our philosophy is’ th'roﬁgh_ the’ paper,. tho en-
tiro papor, not 'just page 2. Women are involved in overything .going on today, yeot
wa tend to.limit oursclves to "women's issuos”. :How miny women have we discussod
TW or tho FPLs with? If wo continue to 1imit ocirsolves wo will bo like Shoila
Rowbotham.who Joft out Rosa Luxemburg buczvse sho didn't write directly on women.
It is soxist to.think othor womon would hot bo intorostod:in whit vo.ave,.: Or. that
we can't approach men,  The new idea Anne;proposed for.the column this year was
to work at the:!column, and not columist. Anne will take respansihility for évery
other colum but each of us is responsible to sutmit colums arownd what.we are
actlve in. Inez was asked to write: on what she discussed. about. the relaticnship
batween the Essex workers and Saxism, Polirdcs.and Revelution,. Thls ¥ind.of . .
politicalization requiroes:self-recrganization-by each of us, and is the-basis .for
any true collectivity, .. . . . . L C e
S Will reised the quostion of Sexism in women two years ago,
but it was difficult to grapple with. To think that sexisn isn't as important as
racism or oxploitation means that theory to you is composed of Piocos. Not'to take
yourselves seriously as wemen is soxism, ifnrxist-Humadnism singled out women as a
force of revolution at its vory founding, and our philoscphy has no holes in it.
Raya has told us that We are going to have to work out for ourselves what sho- hes
roiced dh pasdwe thaﬁ?"_:,ss_s. an_onaion. of thoder, g hove tochallangs. the wholo
world, ineluding tho wholo Loft, and tell them we_sre not going to -tolersdte:any
lengor tho barrlors that are boing thrown up to'koop us from winning froodonm,. -
. . . o o ' naticnal L

Jim, Detroit, youth ropresontative to tho RuB, roportcd on tho/Youth Mocting
hald Friday, and tho youth discussion that had boen going on ovor tho wookendy.

Youth rovelts all ovor tho world prove that youth de not want this .
soclotyy tho N&L constitution brings thom, as force, right alongsido the workors.
Wo have geon tho youth revolt dramatically this yoar in South Africa, in Italy,
ia fngland, in California against tho Bakko dooision, minority cuts, and U.8, .
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complioity in South Africa, at 0ld Wostbury , and in Now York city. 4t our
national meoting wo had presont everyone from junior high youth o thosa already
out of collogo and asked ourselves what brought such a divorse group togothor?
High schocl has bocomo nothing moro than training for pormanont imamployment, and
tho Junior high studont saw hor school as proparation for drug abuse. A Hlack
woman WSU student came and asked vory conerato questions about our positions on
overything from tultion incroasos to grading systenms.

Tho Kent Stato protosts have
brought out opposition to tho plannnd nucluar war, and thoro aro idoological
battlos ahoad that wo have te bo propered for, and will not aveid, The WSU yeuth
comnmittoo has tools to work with already -- a budget included. What wo want is
a sorious dialopuo with Kont on the anti-war movemant to como, and how tho Marxist
. Humanist movomont can join with othors to help crodto a row socioty, Intogral to

that is Todl and Bill's requost for the May & Coalition to sponsor Reys for a paid
locture at Xoni. Wo want to know if thoro are othors like them who would like

to read P&R and other Marxist-Humanist werks in a discussion group of their oun,
We are not willing to trade permanent unemployment for ancther war and death.
Theo alternative we choose 45 revolution and a new uorld altogsther, The Kent
students: have made a leap over the 1970 stwlents in joining together Kent and
Jackson, and gtill ancthar in tha dnvitation to st=Humanism in the narson

of Raya to their campur.

As for our responsibilities right here, we want to work

toward a campus paper, a Marxist-Humanist paper that will raise questlons studants
. can discuss. And we want to have High School Hlues come out again, The core of
the wnilversality l1s net in millapge questions but that the sgstem is fregmenting
youith into fragments ., We want to raise a new bannar for youth. We've had some
inkling of what we can do in the articles that hdve appsared in N&L this past
year. What the colurm ean help develop in tho yoar shesd ‘is the intermational
dimension’s rolationship to the national mevement, tho anti-nuclear movemont,

tho shop reports, and the relaticnship of all to the working out of philosophy
for our time, . ) ) .
. Mike, Dotroit said that since we had a pre-plenun tulletin that
pPrinted the actual organizers® reperts, he would not ropeat that, but did want
to deal with Detroit in a way that would relate tothe Black Thought pamphlet,
This city contains the highest contradictions of capitalism anywhere on éapth,
The industrial production of the Detroit avea.is equal to the entlre continent
of Africa, including industrialized South /ifrica, Nowhero is«the voncentration
of desd capital over living labor groster, It's the pivot of American capitsl-
ism, It shows the most stark disintegration of capitalism at this stage -of time
running outy 86% of tho Hlack youth are wnemployed, The contradictions are o-
normnous., We have a Black mayor, a Hlack council, a Black school board - tut ]
no Black powor whatsoover. And I think of all this in relation to the quostion
of “anticipation” that RD raised in New Essays on p. 21, when sho takes issue-
with Hegel about rhilosophy spreading wings at dusk-- bocause proparation for
revolution demands something different than that, Mikoiook up tho past ten yoars’
dcvelopments of Hlack rovolt in Detroit. Bocausc Dotroit is also tho worldd con-
ter of Marxist-Humanism, we havo to bogin to realizo what it moans that this
local is tho ono that has Raya prosent "regularly". We have to invite Rays with
the same urgency as it she were on tour, and prepare cursolves for 1t. We have
to work with workers ih the plants, the youth on the campuses in a new way, to
make Detroit not tho highest contradicticns of the old, but the inspiration for
the new world,

Kevin, Wew York, spoke of our developmont in terms of the fact that
thoro is a publication for everyonc in the organization, it is a tromondous swoep
and scope, The PPLs havo to bo seen both as & concrotization of P&R and of tho
work a0 has done sinco F&R. ind Now sissays have to bo soen not just as an
"ypdating” but as new, and singlod out from all tho other publications to give
it tho importance it dosorves. Tho Hogol ossay, right within it, has a dig-
cussion not only of Fanon, but of Kosik. It mnkos the idoa of Trotsky as a
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tantian axplieit, in that erdtique, Tho Harrell ploco scamed to mo to parallei
the Sartro chapter, ard not only oxposos but pives stmoone who has Harroll's idocu
roon to reorganizo hls thoughtis, In Now York, politicalication of philosophy
can mpan the papor continuing the dialogue on tho July revoli; it can moan kooping
coplos of what we sond to tho papor and rerceding not to complain sbout what was
changed, but of lcarning why; and to conerotizo it for tho youth, could it moan
having classes around Now Essays in our loeval or at tho Froo Association?

(Bocauso timo was running fast, and thore worc so many hands raised to speak,
tho timo for spoakors had to Wweut, boginning with Kovin, from 10 minutes teo 3, '
to allow all ‘o have a chance.) '

’ Tom, los _ingolaos,talked about the shop paper theoy
had put out at @ Southgate., He saw tho undorcurrant of rovolt ovident throughout
Amorican lsbor, oxomplifiod by tho porsistont and militant absenteoism in the shops,
and demanding a periphery of workors around each local, He discussed the work with
their plant "Blue sheois" in which othor workers besides Folix and Tom participated
in the writing and e¢diting. Thoy.sec caught tho spirit and thought of tho otlher
workers that when ono foroman challenged workers he caught reading tho Elus sheeot
to say who wrota it, one of them yclled, "I did" and sipgned his namo on the spot,
scnding tho foreman running, . - L . S

. - Marianna, Dotroit, spoke of what it moant that WL was
so porvasivo throughout the wholo Plonum. The counter-rovolution is coming dewn
so strongly that WL fools it vory cloerly: lottors and artielos in the wemen's
pross rovoal a roaching out for somo theory, ovon i they do not quita reach it.
Independent faminists are being forced to confront totality, and our responsibility
25 Marxist-Humanist women is to work out how to challengs the Left on thelr sexism.
We have %o intervens and we can't do it individually, but colleetively, which is
why she had asked for help in herraft of a letter to 0OB., She had especially liked
imne's statement .that "organigation is net to be fearsd, but to.grow in," We will
win new members when they see N&L &s. the road to their own self-development, ' .
: Todd, a visitor from Kent,
gave & short history of what had gene on at Kent State from the begimning 'of the
students' protest against the building of a gym to destroy the site of the muders
of May 1970, when the Hatienal Guard had firod on a demongtration against the -
U,5. invagion of Cambodia., He read in full +the statement of the Coalition, of.
which he is an active partlcipant, but said-he wished to make a few criticisms.
of their activiiy: While thoy consciously had linked Black and white together,
as the T~shirts with tholer "Remember the spirit of Kemt and Jackson" showed, on -
their own Kent State campus the linits had not been forged. He felt it critical
to repair the schism that had devoloped betwsen Hlack and white studentsj this -
‘was, indeed, what ho and others wore trying to do, o
: . ) - Bi1l, ancother student from Kent,
supplemantcd Todd's roport with scmo comments on how he viewed us all as part of.
one struggle, Ho folt that the administration and the establishment have tho
forcs, but it is wo who have tho power ~- and it 13 that senso of history that -
you got as pert of a struggle like thoirs. -Thera are points in history where
difforent ovenis moot and touch -- May &4, 1970 and Moy 4, 1977; or Sowoto on tho °
annivorsary of last year's outhurst. Heo folt tho potential N&L has for creating
action through letters is powerful, -

Davo, Chicngo, spoko of his excitomont in
learning that TH was going te bo repuﬁihod and what an impact it had mado on

Rim when ho first found it. Ho discussed some of his experisnces &s & teecher,
asking his classes what books they had read and liked when the answers were all
nstories about real life," but not "tragic." (nu day he was talking to a'student -
ubout Salvedor Allende and what he reelly stood for and suddcnly looxed around
o ©ind 30 or 40 people listening == whan he couldn't have got them to listen to

# word in his elsesi Then I began to understand what they had bean trying to get
.15 to understand, They knew encugh about oppression; what they wanted to read

a8 how to get out of it. And that's why I'm glad Indipnant Heart will be back

+1 print, It's the only book I ever found that does that. .
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ridea, Durroity sudd she fell organdzational greuih was esscatian for the routh,
<nd stressed the importanco of 11t tables, not cnly in selling tut in krowing how
1o talk with these who come to us. Wo are interested in thosoe whe are interested
in usy and growth is a quostion of wno, not a quantitative how many. N&L is the
most concrete cxpression of our rhilosophy, the most consistent way to let othors
know what wo stend for. Ard now we have the perspective of putting out a Young
Yarxist-Huronizt, along the iinus that ~igano did when he was & colloge youth,
vich the Important difference that ho had to work alono and wo have a whole com-
ricteo that will holp. It is showing youlh as Fogson that muat ccme through in
ihat, ard in N&L and in overy articlo wo writc, What is so groat is that othor
youti can be part of our committos without having to bo a mombor of N&L; that our
cemmitteo is autonomous, Tho struggios youth f1ec toduy arc not tho samc as those
of yestorday, Anti-nuecloar war activity is difforont from anti-Victnam. Timo is
:.-unni.ng out; and at Kent 8tate you could suo esunter-revolution in the vay tho cops
Eren‘l‘.ed the students of 77 every bit as much as the way the troops acted in 79.
If we are impatient, we have a right to b9 =~ the world has seen enough of barbar-
ism.

The DISCUSSION continned after the Iamch Brosk with Chris, Bsy Aran,in the
Chair -~ and the sossion roopenod with throo applications for membcrship, Marchot

wiid Bormie from Wew Vork, ond Rogor fres Canede vere ali accepted urattinousiy, —

s Spoke on soxism as the point of a Groat Divide with all
other schools of thought on one sife ard Marxist-Humsnism on the other. Women
#rc on tho move, and thinking, overywhero: and tho new pamphlet is a challengo to
a Loft to sos that suxism camot bo separated from tho quostion of alienated
labor beéczuso froodom is a totality, Wo have to challongo the Iof't on their re-
fuscl to serlously contond with Raya's work. We also have to contend wita con-
sidorablo "anti-thoory"” in the women's movament, Our discussion Friday showed
that WL-N&L comriittces arc active in ovorything from Mow to working womon’s ac-
tivitios to Black strugglos, and with tho purposo of coneretizing tho Marxist-~
Humanism wo find in thoso activities.

‘inne, New York

Chris, Bay Aroa,said that evorybody is talking
about organization at this point, and not just we. ALl secm to be talking absut
what kind of organization can unite, theory and practice -- but novedy ¢lso has

come near to projocting what tho FPLs havo dons, Ho folt that soxism is wory much
rclated to vanguardism, and discusscd an ineidunt in a Gay Rights Coalition with
which he is working, and which calls itsolf a Coalition for Human Rights bocauso
they have beon forced into bocoming part of tho regvolutionary movement,

] Potor, Now
York, wanicd to work out the relationship betwoen the Perspactives, the Hlack
Thought parphlet and the Youth discussions, The need to tie Soweto to the N.X.
Elackout had been discussed ysseterday, Today Kent students wers discussing the
eritical relations betwesn tho struggles of the Black students and the gym pro-
tests, The Black dimension is evident in every movement we lock'at. When you
hear one of the Xont activists talk so passionately about philosophy you know that
links aren't Just liniks. It is not encugh to have a lot of activity; where does
it got us? Tne youth columns may be important in the process of working out thssc
questlons; they cannot just tis stordes togethor, but must help show the roletion-
snips and open up a roal dialogue with othor students and youth,

Stevo, Detroilt,
discussod tho Nativo Amorican movemont in raelationshin to tho coming Blacl Thowght
Pamghlet., He had boon rominded, whan ona of tho African visitors had talked of
tho way tribos wore wsed by tho milars to divide them, that tho frosdom movomont
has, on tho othor hand, boon wble Lo uso them for froodom.,. Wo triud to dovalop
the rolationship of Blacks ard Nativc A mricans in Black, Brown and Red -- but
tho now pamphlct is a far groator challengo,

Shninapo_Sheapwo, Dotreit rominded us
ol how poworful Wounded Knco was in 1973 in tuilding o movement, Tho solidarity
with othor minoritics and with womon, now that thars is no such immediate crisis,
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is no longer so aevident, The attitude to and condition of wemen before then way
not good. And now again there ave those who tall mo that my colunm on forced
sterllization is going to ruin the relation of the mon and ths women in our
mavemant -- and thoy're probably right. - There hava boan splits in our novement;
- Some even want {o join the CPEC, inerediblo as that may sound. I appraciate the
opportunity of writing 4 colum for Hel beecuse it koops mo digping to keop in
touch with what is going on, :
Sugan, Dotroit, spoke of her werk with the Detroit
. Peminist bookstore Hershulf, and vhat she cou-d do to politicalize 1t, There is
& contrandiction in that the store survives on selling at womon's events, but
woman do not ceme 4dnto the storc itsglf. Sho also wondored whors we would ho

if Aniia Bryant's offonsivc had happenod hors in Dotroit. Sho folt it impor-
tant to work out our intorventsion at WY wich othor vomon, and simitenoonsly
work out our rolationship as Marsist-Rumanists to tiom, The most dmporiant thing
was not to cut oursolves of fom othors or from esch othor,

' ‘ Rozar. Toronto,-
spoko of the thinking that goas into meking tho serious declsliva of Joining
with a group liko Hi%. Ho spoke vory Uriefly, because of tho rush of timo,

. ebout Qouboe and the now devolopmounts thore around Parti Quobacois, which wo

Wiil have to_econtimme as axsicios 2 WG pEpoT,

: And_Maleolm, Do'xoit, briofly
pursucd tho samo point, adding somo information about tho Inuix: protost a~
gaingt the PQ now langungo bill, which will also bo dealt with in tho papor.

* * *

Johri,' Now York, took tho chair to introduce Charles Denby who #ms to
Prosent tho FINANCE RPORT: : - - "

Ho began by stating that we had como to the point on the agenda whers

we had -to answer some basic questions == Can we really do all we planned?
Can we raise ths necessary funds from our own pockots, when we all already give
S50 much and have so 1ittle? Can we project Marxist-Humanism in such a way
that many who are not members will also wish to contributo tho maximm? Can
we be creative in inventing ways to oxpand our finances so we not only assure
the continuation of N&L, now a 12-pagor throo times & yoar, but also have the
money for the new publications and the crganlzing work we must do, in ono
single fund? - ‘ ‘
. - Literature has always beon our mainstay. And it is not only what-

is sold through tho canter, or on tours, but the it that is soid by our’ locals,
shore & small local like Now York, by oxtending itself to the wholo East- Coasct
was ablo t¢ ralso almost $500 thas Jear; while our brand now Chicago local was
able to soll noarly $500. At this point the totals for the entire yoar woro
bofore ovoryeng to study, and it was cloar frem tho doficit beivoon ragular
incomo and rogular axpensos s ovon whan 1it salos arc oxcoptionaily good,
that tho absol;to minimum to bogin the work we wanted to tgl;;nuptfgr "cléo bxo'lgtct
year would be $15.000, Thug w v 4 ralsud the funds for In ant Hoar forg
Wwe ever had a pnpgr/'ﬁ.;gn“{gﬁuggg‘ﬁégé%i\}lg wanted to see that story publishod
‘make themselves rasponsilla for raising the money, We can do the same for what
We want to publish this year, if we are sorious about making no distinetions
between "inside" and "outt, Ce

The pledzos to tha now Sustaining-Publishing-Organizing Fund came
fast from new mumbcrs ad old, nnd from friends who toock the Invitatien to
Join us in the great Porspoctivos wo had sot oursolves seriously == so that
by tho end of the session and tho discussion that followed tho pledges

totalled § 15, 350.00,
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Following thc Exocutivo Session, which hoard a report by tho National
Chairwoman on “The Helationship ot Harx to sfngols; Its Relovance for Today",
tho motions flowing from all tho discussions of the two days of ~moeting were
voted upon by the momborship of the NEB, with a consultative vote of the on-
tire memborship taken as woll:

The proposal of the WL-N&L committces to stress
colum, not columist for tho next yozr was approved. Also approved was thelr
motinn to sond an exprossion of support to tho Essex workers and give them spaco
for thcir story in the next issue. A ealilogram was approved to scnd to Harry
Mcshane 3n_Glasgow, which roads " The Marxist~Fumanists of tho U.S., in session,
groot tho Dritish Marxist-Humanists, and you ospocially, as author of the Profaco
to our now joint British-U,5. pamphlet on Marx's Capital, In this year of the
- internationalization of publications of Phiiosoohy and Revolution, and spontane-
ous worker actions in gngland and the U.5., tne political articulation of the
philesophy of liberation will prepars us for its realization.” ‘
All the reports wers
accepted, and motions were made and accepted to publish in full both the Perspoc—
tives Report and the Organizational Report. It was also moved and accapted that,
‘rather than an abbtrovisted summation of the entire proceedings, the seport ihis
year be an extended summation, which could be offered for sale along with the

Perspactives and Organizatilonal reports,
Anna, Now York, maGe a moticn to thank

the Detroit local for “the wo.derful hosting, delicious focd and comfortable
beds™ which was enthusiastieally approved. The Pluoum was thon ad journod with a
. brief farewell from Raya for the Resident s3itorial Board,

Olga Domanski, Nat'l'Seo'y




