Draft Perspectives Thesis, 1976-1977

HMational-International. Ohiective-Subjective

{risas Are Testing Hevolutionaries

With this special issue, News and Letlers
Commiltees s presenting the Draft Per-
spectives Thesis for our coming National
Convention, in full, directly in the pages
of News & Lelters, We ask you to join in
the pre-convention discurssion of dheac Do
spectives with us, over the next two months.
Write us your ideas. In an age in such total
crisis as ours, revolutionaries can no longer
allow & separation hetween workers and
intellectuals, “inside” and “putside™; philos-

_ophy and revolution, .

I. Facing State Capitalist World

Reality

The instigation to racism directly from the
White House, under the threadbare euphemism
of anti-busing, compoundad by the even more
blatant recism of Roneid Reogan, reveals the
abysmal stoie of degeneracy of the U35, rulers
this bi-centennial yeor. “Smiley’’ Carter, the Dem-
ocratic Party challenger to the Republican eccu-
pant, hos likewise nothing to offer put noxious
ethnic purity.’’ And, os if unconscionable bloat-
ed profits, in face of continuing high unemploy-
ment which hos become a permanent feature of
copitalism in its Automation phase, meant pros-
perity for the masses, President Ford keeps talk-
ing about an ecanornic “upturn.’”” The only nega-
{ive fegture Ford seems fo see is inflation, and
to his Administration that meant further inroods
into the poor's living standards, including the
cutting off of food stamps to millions an social
security and weifare. Nor is it powsible to take the
crisis in this country out of the context of the
myried world ceises, ia ol of which U5, imperial-

" ixfn Is hardly the ieasr of il peranteatersinstiva-
tors. ‘

Take the little country of Lebanon where the
civil war surely began on indigenous grounds, be-
tween the fascist Falangist rulers holding on to
their unhely military-economic-political exploita-
tive domincnca in face of the chaollenge uf the
great maosses of Lekanese nn the point of winning,
and not merely a5 Maoslem vs. Christian, but as
exploited versus explolters, Tne sharp class strug-
gles have, after all, gone on for years. but this
year they were finally reaching o successful
finigh. This time, it is true, the first to enter the
fray was not the US.A, but the leader of the
Pglestine Liberation Organization (PLO}, Arafat,
It was he, while shouting orders to his UN ren-
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resentative on the “Zionism is racism” Resolu-
tion,1 who also ordered the winning Lebanese
Lelt to hold in its reins, to accept the leadership
not only of the PLO but also of Syria’s Palestine
Liberation Army (PLA), And once that happened,
the imperial U.S. eye became glued fo the situo-
tion in Lebanen, at one ond the same time de-
crying “"foreign interventien’’ . . . Ghd walzom-
ing Syria’s. .

Pendora’s box is mow open, not only in Leb-
anon but with the other nuclear global super
power, Russia, while 1he other “Cormmunist”
power, Ching, is busy regularly and favcrably re-
porting meetings of lslamic countries ond their
communiques obout “ending Zionist occupa-
tion2. The complications that (1) France's d'Es-
taing's sudden protrusion inta its former colony
which the U.5.'s ubiquitous Secretary of State
Kissinger is christening as @ “historic role”; (2)
the murder of U.S. Ambassador tn Lebonon, Me-
loy; and {3} the landing of a new oll-Arab Aremy
“to keep the peace’’, will be introducing into
thal tinderbox, the Middle East, cannot but muiti-
ply the counter-revolutionary tactors_in that be-
teaguered land. .

1.5 imperiglism in this single yeor has inter-

vened in every crisis spot in the world from Arn-
gola to ltaly, from the Middle East to Latin
Americe, and from Cyprus to Portugol. Present-
ly, just when the greatest Block revolt in South.
Africa’s history is occurring and opartheid South
Africa is outdoing its 1960 Sharpevilie massacred,
Henry Kissinger is meeting with its Prime Minis-
ter, Vorster.

In pll instances it ls ‘mpossible to separate
the objective crisis from the subjective raauth-
ings nat only where ruling powers are concerred,
where the governmantal policies logically flow
from economic crises, but among the opposition
Left, The truth is that ever since the near-
revo_lutions in West Europe coliapsed n- 1768,
coming to o countar-revalutionary climex in the
Nizxon Adrninistration’s 1970 invasion of Cam-
bodia ond massacre at Kent State, ond Jackson.
State College in Mississippl ond Augusta, Geor-
gio, the Left hos failed to work cut o new refo-
tionship of theary to practice.

.

| Sce Political Philosophic Letter 21, “The UN Resolution
on Zwniyi-—~ond ldealogical Obfuscation Also on the fef,”
Jan. 24, 1976, 30¢ from News & Letters,

2 The latest UN conlerencs on houslng held in Vancouver,
B.C. suddenly tome up w:th a resolution for “ending Zinnist
secupation of Palastine by which It wos clear they meunt,
nab st the lands convprvred in the 1967 war, but the vory
ereotion of Tuael in 1948,

3 See "Scuth Africa, South 1).5.A." News & Le2
1940, and 'Our Lile :md Times" w thiv isue, n.:.m’ Aprlh




Instead, it has continued to tailend existing
state powers at one or the other pole of world
state-capitalism, calling itself Commumnism. No-
where has this been more revealing than in Italy
where the largest, most theorstical and most fo-
mous breakaway from the Coramunist Porty—
the Il Manifesto orgonization—instead of filling
any theoretic void, hos now likewise sunk to elec-
toral politics.4 Theoreticions sens theory would
be the correct designation of suzh intellectuals
who cre by no means confined to ltaly. On the
contrary. The most innovotive {except for “style”

in widiich bl Ecpoele wdlll mus adVE of dlie ccltae ane

ther projects are being built by Kennecott Cop-
per and Coltex Petroleum (owned jointly by Stand-
ard Oil of California ond Texaco, Ire.). Mare-
over, some Canodian-sounding names are mainly
Americon owned, as witness Quebec lron & Tito-
nium which is two-thirds owned by Kennecott and
one-third by Gulf and Western Industries, which
has a 39 percent interest in a proposed $2%0 mil-
lion mining and smelting complex. Two other
major mining companies are plonning invest-
ments: Phelps Dodge and Newton Mining.

It isn't as if the Stote Department doesn’t
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those in Italy. This, however, no more removes the
seal of bankruptcy on their thought which is
nearly os total as on that of the “‘internctional-
ist” state-power they toilend . . . It all comes
down to the new *ype of national copitalism-—
state-capitalism cclling  itself Communism—
which does indeed have a global reach.

The sharply dual, contradictory nature of
state-capitalism befuddles the “'New Left” suf-
ficiently to conside: it (the state-capitalist plon-
~ ned economy) scine sort of revolutionary alterna-

. tive to private capitalism. Since, however, the two
revolutions this year—Portuguese and Angolon—
which created the fright of. a possible shift in the
global balance of power have created some very
strange bedfellows indaed, we must take o second
lock both at that Goliath, U.S. imperialist copi-
talism, and Mao's “revolutionary China'’ to see

what is new in the present world crisis that con
moke such opposites like the U.S. and China {not

‘to mention South Africa) be on the same side.

II. U.S.’s South African Connection

The totality of the world ¢risis is such that
Goliaths likewise cannot escape it; indeed they
bring it on—massive unemployment, spiralling
inflation, the undercurrent of revolt which has
brought about instability, an instability that will
not let go ond threotens capitolistic class rule
itself. It is this which has brought about the curi-
ous situation that it is not only Ford-Kissinger
but the Congressional Black Caucus that presents
U.S. imperialism as if it were concernad with the
Third World., What should have been used as the
most telling tale of all about the total hypocrisy
of the U.S.-Kissinger’s present meeting with Vor-
ster—is very nearly being whitewashed by them.
indeed, Kissinger got cn O.K. for this meeting
from the Congressional Black Caucus as if Kis-
singer would, in the not too distant future ar thai,
help bring about majority Black rule in Rhodesia.

O.K. let's take a look ot real relations with
Sauth Africs, zconomically ond politicolly. A
single glance at U.5. investments in South Africo
show them to be both massive and growing.
Where, o decade ago, L1.5. companies had $600
million invested in that apartheid lond, it has
skyrccketed to no less than $1.46 billion in 1974
{the last yeor for which data_is available). Fur-

4 5Sce "Paradoxes ot the Italion Crisly,” by Poolo Flares gnd
Franco Maretti, Haw Laft Review, #96, March.April, 1976,

5 “In France, ong doesn’t have ideas: one has style,” writes
Bertrond Pairot-Delpech in his quite interesting review article,
“In the Wake of Structuralism: French Philosophy's Mew
‘Vave,” Monchester Guardbm {Le Maonde section), 3-20.76.

5640

capital prefers that white supremacy country with:
its cheap labor, and high profits. As one State
Department official expleined, ‘'the large ond
growing role” (no less than 15 percent of total for-
eign investment in South Africa is ,*merican!) of
U.S. investments is because “‘businessmen don't
have to fear their operations in South Africa ore
going to be nationalized . . . 7’8

No statistics are needed to prove the global

- might—economic, military, nuclear—of U.S. cap-
TV diamsan, Yl s nceded 1 iu eapuse 'v'v:ly ST

of the Left, including Black intellectuols, are very
nearly whitewashing 1.5, actions at the very time
when the open revoit of Africans against apart-
heid South Africa is being put dewn most bru-
tally, ond when even just the stark facts of ec-
onomics revecl thé real relations of the warld in
crisis. Thus, half of the world’s 3.9 billion popu-
lation lives on lass than $200 ennually; 900 mil-
lion subsist on less than $75 a year; ond four
million are literolly starving. This at o time
when g mere five parcent growth of U.5. GNP in
19746 (370 billion) 2quals the combined onnual
GNP of no less than 70 developing countrics in
Asia, Africa and Latin America. :

The desigration of the Third World hos, of

- course. by now become o misnomer, The Arab

Gold Circle carries e clout all ils own, and ogain .
not only in economics—the fact that the evergy
crisis for the industrialized world olso hurty. the
undeveloped does not in any way divert from he
oppressive capital-labor refutionship in each coun-
try—but politically "in Wast Europe as well as
Japan, and the U.S.—~ns well as the UN. where,
especially when it comes to the question of Israel,
it hos very neotly total conirol. This, howeves, in
no way helps the poor Third World, or the mosses
Kfﬂ\e Gold Circle any more thon the masses of
rica. :

Which is why all the rulers feel o grear deal
raore in common with each other than with “their
own people”, and why ot this very moment, de-
spite both tha civil war in Lebonon and the revolt
in South Africa——or just the alections in Halv—
Ford-Kissinger's meddling is accepted. From the
capitalists’ point of view that is understandable
encugh. The shocker is China, As a state-capi-
talist society calling itself Communist, it has been
building up <il sorts of theories why only Russia
is state-capitalist while it, China, remained the
world revolutionaries’ beacon light. But its sup-
port of FNLA and UNITA brought it 5o close to
South Africa thot, at least in Africa, it hed to
step back.?
6 "Uncortainties in S, Africa Don't iaw U.S. Investing'' by

John Haney, Detroit Free Prest, 6-20-74,

7 Sec Politicul-Philasophic Letter #2, ““Mao's Lost Hureah,”
Fobr. 27, 1976, 50r from News & Lolters,




Just as the breather we gained with the mass
disgust with Wateraate, which ot least did re-
move Nixon from office, didn’t meon any funda-
menta! change in capitalism-imperinlism in re-
actionary outpouring against the enti-Vietnom
war movement, or in Nixonism's racism and anti-
teborizm, £o the present Maeist move back from
. the precipice of being with South Africa doesn't
cause fundamental closs changes in either Rus-
sian or Chinese state-capitalism, or more famil-
ior global capitalist-imperialisms. It becomes im-
perative therefore to turn to basic class ques-
tions:

T STarE Capiaiisii=in T Heory g —

in Practice

What is state-capitalism calling itself Com-
munism? lsn‘t it the stage of copitalism Marx
predicted in Capita!, not because he was pre-
occupied with "prophesying’’ ultimates, but be-
cause, in logically trocing the “‘law of motion” of .
capitalism, ha wantad to warn the proletariat thot
even if capitalism ever reached the stage where
ali copital weuld be concentrated “in the hands
of unie single canitalist or oenc single rorporotion”,
nothing -fundamiental whatever would change in

the mast fundamental of ell relations—capital/’
labar which had 1o be totally uprooted?s
" What is new ever since this theory Marx pro-
jected became reality, first, with the trdnsforma-
tion into opposite of Russia as a workers’ state
. into a state-copitalist society; secondly, with the
Depression’s cellapse of private competitive cop-
italism_and rise of fascism; and thirdly, post-
World War |1 world?

In probing for the answers to these questions,
we must keep in mind that in the present situa-
. tion the one place where Moo didn’t step back
an inch is: (1) Russia is Enemy No. 1 not only
to China, but the world over, including even An-
gola where o genuine national liberation strug-
gle was reaching a successful conclusion, and
this also’ makes the Cubans fighting with the
Angolan revolutionaries “mercenaries.” (2)-Any
possible shift- in the global bolance of power
which might tip in favor of Russia automatically
mokes U.S, imperialism “the lesser evil”.

It is this concept of a shift in global power,
and nat Rhodesia, which hos brought about the
ongoing Kissinger-Vorster meeting. Angola, or
more Jpecif_icully_Russin-Cubn's role in Angola’s

8 Sce Ch. 8 on "The Logic and Scopa of Capital” especiolly
the section on its applicobitity to todoy: “The fundamental

error of thote who cannat understand that o single capitalist

society is governed by the some laws as a society campased
of individual copitolists Is that they simply will not under.
stond thot whot hoppens in the markst is merely tho result

and the consequence of the Inherent difficulties In the process

of production itself. They seem to think thot o single copi-

talist society will hove a limitless morket. The single capie

talist—-call him “Collective Leadership under Khrushchey,
Inc.,* if you wili—will have, at o certain stage, a magnif.
icant plant, completely cutomatired, or a jet bomber, but he
connat stop to raist the stondard of the massos of warkers
... Marx, throughout Capital, Insists that either you have
the sclf-activity of the workers, the plon of brealy osscciated
labor, or you kove the hiararchlc structure of relotions in
the factory oned the despotic Plon of copital. There s no ine
batwean,” Moreiam and Freedom, p. 136,
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victory, and not South Africa’s apartheid, is the
topic of discussion and maneuverings. It may
have created in Russig, too, the Grond Illusion
that the scales of global power have tipped in her
favor. But in fact, agoin like the folse conscious-
ness of all exploiters, it all results from on un-
der?srh-maﬁon of mass power as Reason, especial-
ly Alricon masses ochieving nationai liberation.
It is the most basic capital/labor relationship we
must never lese sight of as we take a second look
at a wprld in decaoy and its new national state-
caplt.alnsms, whether they cail themselves Com-
munist or just Socialist Planned Economies or
Democracies.” . ’

Out of the holocoust of World War Il only

one---the U.S.—was on economic might, strong
encugh to start capitalisticeily rebuilding what it
had just destroyed, West Europe; the only Golioth
possessing an A-bomb; and thus the only one with
the Qelusion that this was its “century’’—Pax
Americeng. To make matters stifl more ominous
for Stolins Russia, the grectest international
Communist economist, Eugene Varga, in taking
measure of the post-war economy, said that no

generol economic crisis can be counted on for 2
Gecade because tne war ecunory Had *sught pri-
vate capitalism to plan. Stalin quickly put an end
to that discussion, and continued testing the U.S.
"wilt, be it in Berlin, lran, or where it could
have others do its fighting—ICorea.

His heirs ran quickly frem his policies for im-
mediate g'obal reach. But there was no doubt
that somzthing totally new had oppeared. There
wos no doubt that—as ogainst private competi-
tive capitalism, where economics and politics were
in different spheres, and thus Marx's classical
expression thot the State was the "executive com-
mittee’”” of the capitalist class applied— econo-
mics and politics had become tightly tied (and
not only in foreign trade). When China won its
revolution, it acknowledged its econofny as state-
copitalist, but assured the masses there was no
need to worry since the Communist Party con-
trolled *the commanding heights”, ond property
was nationalized,

Once the Sino-Soviet orbit had been trans-
formed inte the Sino-Soviet conflict, however, a

. new reality was forced upon the Mavement: new

questions had to be answered. Clearly, a nsw
stoge of natienal Communism had eppeared. Nf’
fonger was it sufficient to say, that, “'of course”,
eccialism in ona countey” hod alwoys meant a
move owzy from warld revolution.? Ne longer
could one hide under Trotsky's understanding of
nationalism as o return to private praperty. The
notionalism of stole-copitalism the world over
meant also @ new imperialism, not elone for di-
vision of world, but for single, notional control
of world economy. It is this which 1s new, which
is mast immediate and ominous today.

9  See Politicol-Philosophic Letter #3-4, “'Western Europe
and Its Communist Parties; Portugal and Irs Sociclist Party;
New Stoge of State.Capltalist Crises.” Since thot fetter wos
writter, In May, the Europsan Communist Parties met in East
Berlin, and scemed happy with their separated notonal Com-
munisms, Sec report, NYT July 1, 1976, As ogainst this
devalopment, the lotest revelt of the Polish warkers shows the
real state of unrest within eath of these natianal Communist
state powers. :




No one doubts that this is precisely what U.S.
capitalism is reaching for, but that the new na-
tionalism with global reach is the nature of
warld copitalism today, including state-copital-
isn colling itself Communism, is not faced.
Which is why it has been impossible tor the New
Left, no matter how multitudinous are its splits,
to make a ciean break. theoretically, ‘'strategical-
Iy, practically, that is to soy, o total break from
Stalinism-Maoism. What becomes imperative, in
the foce of Russio end China maneuvering to get
U.S. on "its’ sidei0 is to start afresh, on totally
noaw haninninae  fram tha arnund un indesd so

stoge of humanity’s development. His “revelu-
tionary’’ perspectives, as, in 1960, he began to
engineer splits in the international ""Communist'
movement, ran under the euphemism that, since
Russia was no longer the only “'sccialist’’ country,
thera was na reason for it to be an internotional
orbiter. By 1965, when President Johnson was
raining bombs on Vietnom, and not China but
North Vietnam become the besieged fortress,
Mao refused to have a united front with Russia
to aid: Vietnam. Indeed, the ‘"Grear Proletarian
Cultural Revolution” was geared to the proposi-
tion t‘hat Russio‘:«vos “Enemy No. 1", and the U.5.

s

. grounded in the mass movement from practice,
with so new a relctionship of theory to practice,
that never again will the philosophv of liberation
and actuol revolutions be separated,

} There is no doubt in any one’s mind now that
no holds are barred in the Sino-Soviet conflict,
nor that what had begun as differences in inter-
nal policies extended to differences in relations
to the Third World which was gaining political
independence on its own, with no aid from Com-

~ munism, What is in dispute ic the similarity of

Before that norrow notionolism, comprised

within the “Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-

tion”’, the Third World was confronted with the
dualisms in nationalism on the African continent.
The great revclutionary theoreticion of the Afri-
con rational liberation struggles, Frantz Fanon,
had worned about the innumerable “Pitfolls of
National Consciousness.” Too many on the Left
were then busy playing up his concept of viclence
os if that was all he hod to say on the question
of national and_internaticnal revolutions, It is

class origins and, therercre, each pole’s narrow
nationalism, tied nevertheless to a glcbal reach.
The simple truth, however, is that state-capital-
ist perspectives- prevailed when both swore by
their "indestructible friendship”, ond al} 81 Com-

- munist Parties were meeting in Moscow, signing-

unanimous statements against “revisionism™ by
which, then {1957) they ineant, not Russian state-’
capitalist counter-revolutionoty politics ogainst
the Hungarion Revolution, but the revolutionary
Marxist-Humanism against Russian tolalitarian
domination of East Eurcpe. : :

It wes then, just then, thot Mao shocked
Nehru out of his wits by telling him there wos
not much to fear from the A-bomb; ever if it
led to ¢ nuclear war, and half of humankind was
destroyed, China could survive. and “start

anew.”’11 Whatever, *the East Wind"” (which then
meant not . just China but Russia) would prevail
aver "the West.” This hardly convinced revolu-
tionaries, when it was they who had started the
movement against totalitarianism, and Mao ad-
v[iwsed Khrushchev to get the tanks to roll over
them,

In o word, once opposition crose from the
Lel., from below, spontanecusly, first against
Russia, and. then within Moo’s China itself, and
the revolutionary offensive challenged the Single
Stote Party rule, then what consclidoted in the
minds of these rulers, Chinese as well as Russion
{nct to mention indian who never had a social
revolution), was to maintain state-capitalist rule,
no matter what the cost: It is this monstrous per-
spective that Mao thought would be the next

‘

10 As {f Nixon-Kissinger who established that “mew historic”
relationship with Ching wore not sufliclently aware of how
useful to American copitalism Is the Sino-Soviet conflict, the
Foreign Policy Asscclation has recently Issued o statement
odviting Kissinger that he must do everything possible to
assure that the Sino-Sovict conflict never ogain becomes the
Sing-Soviet arbit.

11 Seoc the Wan.sul documents (Long Live Mao Tec-tung
Thought!) published In two volumes under the title “Miscel-
lony of Moo Tse-tung Thought, 1949-1948," by the Na-
tiona! Technical Information Service, U.5, Department of
Commerce, Springfield, Vo, 22151,

high time we hedrd what he wicte back, in 1563
_on the distinctions within national liberotion
struggles: national consciousness when it is os
great os that “‘untidy offirmation of an original
idea propounded as an absolute’ 12 ond when it is
not. Frantz Fanon knew whereof he spoke when,

in hailing the Africans’ freedom struggles ond, ot -

the same timz, stressing that. only when na-
tionalism means liberation ‘and is tius. interno-
tional, only then con the revolution develop fully
into @ new humanism:

“Let us waste no time in sterile litanies and
nauseating mimicry. Leave this Europe where
they are never done talking of Man, yet mur-

. der men everywhere they find them . . . Let us

decide not to imitate Europe; Tet us combine our
muscles and our brains in o newdirection. Let
us try to create the whole man, whorn Europe has
been incapable of bringing to triumphant birth
. . . This new humanity connot do otherwise than
define .¢ new humanism both for itself and for
_others.”’13 ' ‘ '

Like proletarian revolutions, national libera-
tion movements begin, of course, on. notive
ground. What of necessity extends them inter-
notionally is that philosophy of liberation which
‘makes no distinction between philesophy and
revolution, internally and externally. 1t is this
which Frantz Fanon propounded not only for the
African revolutions or Asian or European, but
for world revolution,

V. On-going Revolutions in
Portugal and Angola

The Portugusse Revolution continues to be
the burning question for revolutionaries in the
mid-1970s, When it first burst out on April 25,

1974, very nearly inouspiciously, it may Fave .

oppeared as ne more than a milltary coup by a
nea-fascist Gereral Spinola against an overaged,
decrepit, half-century-cld, fascist Caetano regime,
finolly waking up to some needed decolonization.
‘In foct, it ot once displayed revelutionery fea-
tures, and precisely because it was grounded in
Africa. In fact, so strong was the proletarian

12 Frantz Fonon, The Wretched of the Eorth, p.4].
13 thid. pp.246, 311 and 313. o P
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revolutionary current at home that before the
year was out Spinola was stopped in his tracks,
and soon made to flee. So varied were the new
revolutionary forces—oproletarian and pecsant,
youth and women liberationist, ond even petty-
bourgeois and literoryl4——that what emerged in

1973 wos @ movemient that wos not only onti-

fascist, but anti-capitalist, and not only Socialist
and Communist, but independent of all existing
state powers, What emerged, in o word, was a
strong revolutionary current that was anti-Stalin.
ist and onti-Maoist; what emerged was the per-
spective that the impossible was possible.15
Thus, thouah Portuaal was the mnst under-

rmiend miinetinme Anmimed aliticnn Amd tha

developed country in Wesfern Europe, it had, af
one and the same time, the greatast appreciation
of African reality, working with the national lib-
eration rmovements in Guinea-Bissou, Mozom-
bigue, Angola, and the most massive and active
proletarion movement. Portugol's lobor move-
ment is the most strongly orgonized in Europe,
in the world. -

Thus, the peosonts likewise were revolution-
ary, occupying landed estotes, and that strong
movement wos also solidarizing with workers,
with Tenante Cemmiccione, ’

Thus, Women's Liberation was the new revo-
* lutionary force thot was both integral in oll class
struggles in the foctories ond on the forms, as
- well as in developing autonomous movements—
MLM as well as. MDM. So many new forms of
organization had oppeared, from naw trode
.unions and Workers Commissions to palitical
parties to the left of both the Socialist and Com-
munist parties, from rank ond file committees of
soldiers and sailors to Workers Councils, which,
though by no means so all-national as to be a
threatening dual power to capitalism, neverthe-

fess revedled how all-embracing was the revolu-r

tionary current. Nor con we consider the Army
a$ just one reactionary miass, The very foct that
the counter-revalutionary coup on Nov. 25, 1975
could not defeat the mass movement, though it
was a tremendous blow to the revolution (which
must now operate under its counter-revolutionary

whip} shows that it is still an ongeing revolution. -

The military commanders, with all the reaction-
ary aid frem U.S. impérialism, NATO and ‘the
West European Socialist Parties, especially Hel-
mut Schmidt’s West Germon Socialist Party, gre
cut to “‘re-ostablish discipline’” in the army, But
here tao, their victory is by mo meons total in
" foce of the rank and file committees in the bar-
rucks: The fact that the Left could hold their
ovn in the elections, despite all the inflow of
money and arms from international capital, also
testifies to the strength of the mass movement.

14 Mew Portuguess Letters, published herc as The Threse
Marlas, wos one of the most sipnificant literary events which
disclosed the deep undercurrents of revolt Lefore the April,
1974, overthrow of the Cactano regime,

15 in addition to our specio! supplement,.”’Con The Revo-
lution In Porlugal Advance?”* (News & Letters, Jan,-Feb. 1976}
¢oe the lotest Issus of APOIO, July 1978, and the Portugal
Information Bulletin that take up events in Portugal since
the elections in April 1978, A superior articlc on the Portu-
guese revolution by a Sponish ravolutionary exile, Wilebalds
Solono, "Noies on the Partuguese Revolution,” oppears in
New Palitles, Winter 1976,

No doubt the rule will become more brutel now
that military commander Eanes, who engineered

.the Nov, 25, 1975 coup, hos become President.

Nothing could be more damaging to the revolu-
tionary movement functioning under such odds
than the international Left suddenly becoming
no more than bystanders.

We hove witnessed the birth of @ whole new
generation of revolutionaries—and in this cose
they are both old and young since the new relates
to the new perspectives raised, and not to age—
who are independent of both Sccialist and Com-
munist parties. This anti-Stalinist, onti-Maoist
revolutionory Left -~ PRP, MES, LUAR — has

ety

to lead"” concept, nat because they do not appre-
ciate the need of e revolutionary orgenization,
but the porty to lead has been a noose around
the revoluticnary movernent that oppreciates the
nead to work out new relations of theory to prac-
tice. As against the New Left in Europe in 1968
with its disregard of theory which supposedly
could be picked up "en route”, they are trying
to work out ‘a philosophy of liberation and strug-
gle that would be independent of all existing
state powers. ‘ L .
The internotional Lefi is likewise bring pui
to the test. Under the whip of the counter-revoiu-
tion, the road is rocky enough for the revolution-
aries in Portugal. More than international solidar-

ity is @ must. Filling the phiiosophic void since
the death of Lenin is an impurative. The endless
repétition of the need for The Party, _'l:he .Party,
The Party accompanied by the specification of
itself as The Leadérship needed, will hardly either
be decisive for the actual struggfe against inter-
national Jcapital’s intrusion inta ‘the civil war in
Portugal, or help in filling the philosophic void.
Eoch, by itself, remgins .narrow, on.e-mded‘, _self-
paralyzing. No one can tell what will precipitate
the torrential release of new revoluticnary forces,
but o new Marxist banner of tete} freedom that
will not tolerate the separation of philosophy of
liberation from actual revelution is an indispenso-
ble first step. ' .

Thus, at a time when it is not only interna-
tional copital which is helping Portuguese capi-
tal try to recoup its dominance, but clyo the SP
ond CP sre out to contain the revofution, it is of
the essence to realize that tha need is not total
abstractions, much less sloganeering, but con-
cretely to separote from both the “"Communist

_and Sociol Democratic orbits.

Not only that. The West Eurgpean CPs, with
the ltalian CP in the lead, are playing the game
of “'pluralism as if that meont proletarion de-
mocracy and anti-Single Party Stote, insteaq of
the sheerest class-collaborationist opportunism,
grabbing for capitalistic stote power.

Where the Sociolist Party, at first, had the
greatest mass ‘support in Portugal both because
of the strike-breaking activity of the CP and
Soares’ mouthing of phroses for socialism and
proletarian democracy, all it now has to offer is
“re.establishment of discipline,” not to mention
working for the election, as president, of the very
militory commander (Eanes) who headed the Nov,
25, 1975 reactionary military coup, tied to NATC,
As the darling of West Germany's Helmut
Schmidt, Soares has long (since 1971 when he
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first orgonized the SP under Schmidt's tutelage)
knewn and practiced class collaborationism, and
not just as a tactic, but os “'principled’’ parlia-
mentary bourgeocis democracy! And if that doesn’t
work, when did the U.S, ever stop short of sup-
porting fascist regimes? There is no doubt what-
ever that the Portuguese SP and its German Sociol-
Democratic ties represent the greatest danger to
the revolution, end even the general labor move-
ment and its gains since the overthrow of fascism.

V. Mavemonts from Praciice and
from Theory-1968-1977

Ever since the 1968 near-revolutions in West
Eurcpe aborted, the new Left has been so pre-
occupied with blaming the proletariat for their
deteots that it has yet to face its own role, espe-
cially its avoidonce of theory, rooted in the move-
ment from practice, This is neither a mere gen-
eralization, nor something so concrete and minor
a matter as not to demand a great deal of very
hard labar on the port of intellectuals. New.forces
of liberation that emerged can by no meons be
regarded only os Force, ond not as Reason. For
exemple, the cmergance of The Women's Libera-
tion Movement and its demand to have the ques-
tion of *‘what happens after’”” answered now, has
certainly introduced more than o so-called “tac-
tic” of revolution. It has demanded an entirely
riew vision.

Or toke the question. that both lobor ond
youth raised—decentralized form of functioning,
like councils instead of trade unions, committee
form of organization instead of centrolized, mono-
lithic party. if certainly opposes the type of in-
tellectualistic return to the concept of substitu-’
tionism of intellectuals for the proletariat as The
Leadership. Surely the new that emerged that the
Portuguese call apartidarismi6é becomes an im-
perorive in tha state-capitalist world in which we
live with its strona pull on the administrative men-
tality thot choracterizes scientistic intellectuals,

- Left included. Instend of this impsrative, as we

reach the mid-1970s and do have ongaing revo-
lutions in Portugal and Angola, the old Left or-
ganizatiohs keep bringing up the old concept of
the Party to Lead os “the answer.”

No one can be unaware of the unrest even
where there are no outright revolutionary situa-
tions, In supposedly quiescent UU.S.A. there are
wildcats in the factories, women's marches, Na-
tive American unrest ond youth rebellions, espe-
cially in high schools, In returning to home
grounds, where lives the mast monstrous and most
racist of afl imperiaiisms, and fighting intellectuol
laziness against working out a new relationship of
theory fo practice, we can build also on the new
that hos emerged out of the onqeing revolutione

16 Alevondre Oliveiro, editer
Republico during s six months

of the Portuguese newspaper
under workers! contral, of hig
New Yark 1oly on Moy &, lsee News & Letters, Jime 19741

"Whun we got cut of 1ascism, what we call apartidarism is
a bit of o develapmenit nf the resistance ta foscism L, , , |
om not agoinst the idea of o perty. But | don't have g
religion of the werd party, or the Leninist party or anythiry
ke that" .

1sabel o Carmo, heod of the PRP/BR, expiessed the need
for o new relotiombep of theory to practice in iy Oreft Pra.
granil "h's elso the arganization copoble of moking o syn.
thesis between theory and revolutionary practice,'

Clearly the elitist Left hos learned nothing
from these ongoing revolutions because they re-
main imprisoned in the old fixed _parhculars like
nationolized property equals sacialism, upon which
is grofted the supercilious attitude to phllqsuphy
os if it were an obstraction instead of whu_t. it was
to i.enin, the actuai theorericai preporotion Tor
proletarian revolution. !1 truth, it becomes o I?qrni
ing question in the mid-1970s because no nationa
crisis arises anywhere that isn't at once forced
into a global foce-off, which global face-off not
only demands inseparability between rev9luhon-
ary notionalism and internationalism that is abso-
lutely independent of all existing state powers,
whether they call themselves Lommunism  or
“democracies.” ) .

Just as the international ond national, ph:_lo-
sophic ond octual manifestations of revolution
cannot be separated, neither can the quect:ve
and subjective. This does not mean on :_ntel!gc'-
tualistic “'totalization,” or o Maoist total identifi-
cation of objective and subjective. It is no gccident -
that the bourgesis philosophic |d_enmy of objec-
tive and subjective which Mao first propounded
back in 1937 in On Practice as ‘“the dialeciic
matariolist theary of the unity of !(nn‘wmg and
doing” as he was preparing a new united frent
with Chiang Kai-shek, ond repuoted in another
form both in 1955 and in 1958. on the agricul-
tural front, was made inta nothing short of the
“Momentous Struggle on the Ques_tlon of the
Identity Betwesn Thinking and Being” in the
1970s. . n

The reason this time was the vitiotion of the
class naoture of West European capitalism whu:h
Mao suddenly begon calling the "Sr;:cppc_i World,
This time, the Revolutionary-Mass Criticisrm Writ-
ing Group of the Party School under the Chinese
Communist Party Central Com'rmttee told us
Chairman Mao's theory that ‘matter con be

. tronsformed into consciousness and consciousness

into matter’ wos a body blow to Liu Sh_uo-clf_u.“l7
Far frorm there being on absolute identity of
matter and consciousness, objective ond 5ub!ec-
tive, totality, in Marx’s sense, is thqt gf Subject
as masses in mation becoming medioticn as ac-
tion. It was this new historic vision wl:\‘tch, far-
-from seeing any “peaceful co-existence of ob-
jective and subjective in any other cnrcumstapces
than that of a new classless society, was project-
ing a fight to the death—"cbsg'lute negativity
—-of the existing society and its ‘"false conscious-
ness_rhe fight for o new type of humon existence
involved “cbsolutes” only os Method, Absolute
Methed; that is to say, it was self—_mgva:pnni as
. Method. In a word, for from ”rr‘ned:atlon. mean-
ing a mediator, be he a irade union negotiator, or
a bourqeogis philosopher—or The Pany:—medlo-
tion aos masses in motion meant actualization ot
frecdom. .

17 See Three Major Struggles on China’s Philavsphical Frons,
1949.64, Foreign Longuages Peess, Peking, 19774, pad 1t
scems thot the first bme Moo propounded that concept, Liu
Shar-chi shouted. "M {5 idealivn of wie hulds that ol man.
mude thingy are preceded by ideas.” This oppeors 10 the
authors of this pomphlet as the perfect “proat”, in 1973,
al the “"boutgeois reactionaty line which was "Lelt’ in form but

Right in ¢ssence.”
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Presently in the U.5, where objact racism
oozee out of the White House both at home and
abroad; where the economic crisis has made a
permanent teature of unemployment under outo-
mated preduction (compounded by the total dis-
regard for the lives of all thaose over 50); where
the Black dimension and Women’s Liberationists,
the Native Americans and the youth in revolt are
never considered as Reason, what is as urgent as

octivities in the mass movements is the working
out of a totally new relationship of theory to prac-
tice as preparation for actuel revolution. In to-
dnv's world nhilosanhy and _revolutian are_the
manifestations of the totality of the world crisis
~—ihe myriad crises—on the one hand, ond the
mass revolts on the other, The passion for a new
type of human existence demands thot every
aspect of our wark, be it in the closs struggles ot
home or the expressions of solidority with the
international muvements from Latin America to
Portugal, from Africa to West Eyrope, and of
course. the dissident voices in Russin ond East
Europe, reflect the totality of Marxist-Humarnism,
Though there will be a full Qrganization Report,
Vodo wish to mention a few concrele organiza-

tiona! tasks here,

Some Organizu'!*ionni Conclusions

The concretization of philesophy gives an al-
together new meaning to politicalization. That is
to say, whether it's an activity in the class strug-

gle, or Women'’s Liberation, or racial equality, or

internaticnal solidarity, philosophic anaiysis is nat,
something “appended’’ to a “main thesis”, but is
itself o form of aclivity even as the movement
from practice ix itself o form of theory, The Polit-
ical-Philosophic Letters thot were initioted this
year were started with this in-mind oand have, in
fact, creoted new relations internctionally. |

The same type of concretization of Philozo-
phy and Revolution was the impulse for the-crea-
tion of o philosophic nucleus, that is to say, the
living realization of what we mean by philesophy,
not philosopher. It is in the context alsa that we
are projecting the following six points:

1) First and foremost, is the concentration
around the Black question, both within the fac-
tories ond the communities since there is no doubt
whatever that, whether Ford-Reagan or Carter
wins, the open war against Blacks in both employ-
ment and education will continue uncbated and
must be stopped in its tracks.

Thot will of necessity also bring us into a
direct battle of ideas with Black intellectuals on
the question of Marx's Humanism as well as the
form of notionol liberation which is itself o form
ot internaticnailsm and which reluies dirédily 15
the Angolan revolution, Prajected for 1977 is a
new pomphlet, Black Voices,

2) Second, the establishment of a new local in
Chicago, is inseparable from the first, not cnly
on the {obor and race fields, but signifies a new
stoge of Women's Liberation that refates to our
new parnphlet, Working Women For Freedom.
Moreover, the whole idea of a new local brings In
a question that we have really never {cced since
we hove no peid functionaries, Nevertheless, we
must create finoncial responsibility for organizing
work, and we will propose that the Special Fund
thiz year project such a perspective.

|
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31 Ihird, 1977, as the 100th onniversary of
the1877 general strike in St, Louis, will see the
publication of a new pomphlet that, again, will
manifest o unity of Jabor, women, and philoso-
phy—the first Hegelion philosophers in this coun-
try coriss-crossing with the first Workingmen's
Intaernaticnal Association.

4) Fourth, this year will alse see the produc-
tion of our first bi-lingual pamphlat, which will
be riot only o celebration of the Spanish edition of
Marxism and Freedom, but clso will open new
opportunities for activity in this country with La-
tinos. In this case. the new preface to that egition
of the other LS. in its struggles for freedom from
U.5. ‘impertalism.

5) Fifth, new closses in Philosophy ond Revo-
lution will be scheduled nationally. The new
form of these closses will start with Ch, 9, pro-
vided that it is studied olong with Ch. 1, as well
as the Political-Philosophic Letters, that is to say,
analyses of current events. ’ .

&} Finally, and this in itself shows that the.
enumeration of points does not signify the degree

- of importance, as this point on the expansion of

News & Letters is every bit we important as 1he
first—three special 12-page issues a year will be
a regtlar characteristic of News & Letters. Notur-

. ally, this means finoncial responsibility for both

‘continuance and expunsion of News & Letters.
Toward that end, the REB is suggesting a mini-
murn of $12,000 as an Organizing end Sustaining
Fund for News & Letters.
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