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Boston in 1773—center of colonial trade . . . and revolution,




AMERICA'S FIRST UNFINISHED REVOLUTION

“. .. the American war of independence
sounded the tocsin for the
European. ..."—Karl Marx

introduction

The bi centennial year of the Declaration of Independence impals a
return to its contradictory origins which, at one and the same time, ruisad
the first banner of national freedom of any of the colonies in the world, and
yat laft the ravolution in so unfinished and truncated a stata'that, in embryo,
can be seen the totality of the crisis of today's warld. There is a lot to be
gained from a review of the past, especially since when it comes to the
masses in revolt, the full story has yet to be told, To grasp the untold talg, it
Is necessary to fook at it with eyes of the American revolution.yet-to-be.

It is with this in mind that we are proud to print this pamphles by two
Marxist-Humanists, M, Franki and T Hillstrom, who trace, in the dialectics of
liberation, the specificity of the mass forces in the act of ravolution. The
modern-day “patriots,” liberal as well as reactionary, extol tha George
Washingtons, Thomas Jeffersons, John Adamses as ""the Founding Fathzrs,”
wrap themselves in the American flag to use as the hallowed platiorm trom
which to shroud the near-annihilation of the Indians”—the only true nativc
Amaericans whose land this was, These “patriots” rail against today's freedom

*"The discovery of gold snd silver in Amarica, the extirpailon, enslaverment and
antombment in mines of the abariginal populstion, the beginning of the conquest
and looting of the East Indios, the turning of Africa into 2 wwarren for the commercial
hunting of blsck skins, signallzed the dawn of the ars of capltalist production, The
{dyllic proceedings are the chlef momenta of primlitive accumuletion,” <K, Marx,
Capital,
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fighters as neubversive™ exactly as George I raited against those of 1776 85

#sedition mongers.” The present authors, on the contrary, focus on the

actual mass forces who both sounded the tocsin of revulution and taid their

lives down for revolutionary democracy. We see come alive the working

people, male and female; the Blacks, free and slave; and, yes, the native

Americans from whom we learned both the strength of unified action and

the ways of guerrilia fighting. (At least one founding father, Benjamin

Franklin, held that" up as model $or our need to act as nation rather than as .
13 separate colonies.} . . '

With America’s First Unfinished Pevolution we become witness3s of
new forms of organization—Committees - of Correspondence—as they
emerged out of the town meetings. Once these latter writers began, on the
new ground of “The Boston Pamphlet,” to attend the town meetings in
multitude, these became totally transformed from town moetings of rich
colonial merchants t0 people’s ;elf-participatorv organs of dual power—the
enginas of reveiution. - .

Tons of textbooks, and “histories’’ have systematically distorted
Ametica’s revolutionary history and, in place of genuine historic mass
actions, presented *ruaders” who reduced the liberating ideas which gave

_action direction 10 weonstitutional acts.” 1t took aver 125 years before a
Sam Adams, the Chairman of the Bostan Committe¢ of Correspondence and
“major author of the “Boston Pamphlet," was restored to his full staturs. But
even then the Committess of Correspondence were presented as if they had
been adjuncts to Sam Adams’ “personality,” instead of the articulation of
the torces from below that, before 1772 when the Commitiees of
Correspondence were created, ware struggling 10 maka thamsoives heard.

For example, 1770, the year of the infamous Boston Massecrs, was not
the beginning, but the culmination of the laborers’ struggles against the
British Redceats who teied moenlighting by ieking away the colonists’ jobs. ~
These ¢lass struggles also against the rich American merchants hava yet to gat
thelr full due, 1t took two full centuries plus both the African Revolutions of
the 1960's and the Black Revolution in this country {not 10 mantion another
decade after the mass March on Washington during the allaged Camelot days
of the John Fitzgerald Keanedy Administration), before the Smithsonian

*The |rogquols Confedoracy which so attracted Benjamin Frankiin cs a union of meny
yribes was hordly the mode! he used a3 a human relationship In a communal wey
where not only men were {roe but to wer women, 1t would ba centuries belore
“eiviiized” women gained what thesa supposed “'saveges” enjoyed--voting rights and
not the minimal ores we havo today, but actual vato over war powers af Chiefs,—5e0
This Land Was Ours by Virgll Vogol,
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Institute finally “discovered” The Black Presence in the American Revoly-
tion. Even with that booklet we hardly see Crispus Attucks as more than the
first to die for freedom. But in fast this Black freeman, in whose veins aiso
flowed Indian blood, /ed the attack on the British Redcoats, led it unarmed.
Another five years would go by before open rebellion would unfold that
would not stand still until independence was finally won from Britain. At
teast in one crucial respect John Adams was right and ahead of his times, and
that was his recognition that the American Revolution was present before
the war, before the Declaration of Independence was written—and {hz might
have added, but didn’t} defaced. '

It s hard to believe but it was 1970 before the first full study of the
Committees of Correspondence—Revolutionary Politics in Massachussatts by
Richard D. Brown-was first published. But, just as the biography of Sam
Adams deals with the Cornmittees of Correspondence as adjunct, so this first
comprehensive culling of 1,000 pages of letters and anothet 1,000 pages of
minutes of the Committees of Correspondence meatings, presents the revoiu-
tiontary role of the towns as well as of Boston outside of an all-national,
" much less international, context. Moreover, it has nothing much to say of
America’s militia, i.e,, native guerriilas. And yet, contrary to those who
credit elther Mao in the 1930°s or Castro in the 1950% with “inventing”
guerrilla warfare, it is actuallv in the United States where it was & mass
movement, In this respect, it is the Tories, though as nynics and jesters of
course, who first discerned the vision of the common man's new-world
“fantasies.” Thus, Moore's “Diary of Revolution” records:

“Down at night a bricklayer or carpenter lies
“Next sun a Lycurgus, a Soton doth rise.”*

The common laborers or farmers, hidden behind trees or walls, who
aimed their rifles at retreating Redcoats, before and after Lexington, and not
only in New England but throughout the colonies, were what made possible
the victory against Britain, Itis in tha present pamphlet that you wilt see the
soldiers, of whose lack of discipline Gearge Washington so complzined,
assuring "*his” victories because thoy ware fighting it as a revalutionary war.
It is no accident that in 1961 Frantz Fanon reminded revolutionaries that,
though weapenry is important, “it so happans that the liberation of colonial
countries throws new light on the subject. For example, wa have seen during
the Spanish campaign which was a very genuine coloniat war, that Napoleon,
in spite of an army which reached in the offensives of the Spring of 1810 the

*Quoted by Vernon Louis Parring.on in Mair Currents in American Thougnt, which
gives a more rounded visw of colonlal America than the "strict” historios,
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huge figure of 400,000 men, was forced to retreat. ... the Spaniards,
inspired by an unshakeable nationol ardour, rediscovered the famous
metheds of guerrifta watfars, which, 25 years bofore, the American militia
had tried out on the English forces” {The Wretched of the Earth, p. 51).

What is of utmost importance is not the fact that the method of
modern guerrilla war originated in'the United States at birth rather than in
China or Cuba in mid-20th century. What /s decisive /s how deeply it is
rooted in the people—the refaticnship of the guerrilla fighter to the broc.d
masses—and the underlying philosophy of freedom, Only then does it equal
dialectics of liberation. Otheiwise it can be used for reactionary purposes, as
indeed the Confederate Army did against the Union forces in the Civil War,
What made the American guerrilla a genuine revolutionary instead of a -
mindless terrorist was, precisely, what the Tories, American as well as
British, complained against as “the lowest Mechanicks discuss the most
impartant points of Government with the Utmost Freadom.” )

The point we wish to make here is that this pamphlet is the only one
whare the readers will get a totaf view of the human forces of the American
Revolution, whether they take on new forms of organization, like the
Cummittees of Correspondence when people begin flocking to the town -
meetings and outvoling the “gentlemen morchants,” or naw forms of
fighting, like ‘guerrifla warfare when General Washinglon wasn't exactly
winning the war while the unregimanted yeoman army wore defivering
haramer blows to the Redocats, or a Toim Paine {whom John Adams had the
gail to cail “a filthy little atheist”) pronounced, My country is the world,”
thus extending nationalism to internationalism. .

Take the question of Women's Liberation, an idea whose tima has first
come in our epoch. This, indeed, is why our age can shed the highest
illumination on what was hardly noted in 1776. Yet, in embryo, it did begin
then, and we are not just referring to Abigail’s letters to John Adams on the
needed freedom for women. They were not krown in her time, or-much
later for that mattur, and not because the John AdameJohn Quincy Adarns
and their heirs kept thesa letters hidden, No, into the 16th and even 20th
centuries, historians werg tolling tha historic tate as Ais-tory, squeezed into
the Procrustian bed of mid-Victerian male chauvinistic context, burying
totally fer-story as it was lived in the revolutionary period. Thus, when a
woman, Black woman at that, wanted to fight in the revolutionary war she had
to bind her breasts and pretend to be a man, as Deborah Samson Gannett
did. Though she served for three years and was wounded twice with the




Fourth Massachussetts Regiment, her story would never have been known
had she not applied for pension. Indeed it is hardly known today, though in
1830, atter her death, and though she married after the war, her soldier's
pension was given to her husband who survived her.

Women historians are now finding the written and unwritien records,
and are righting some distortions of history perpetuated by male historians,
And we also hear of the working women for, thouah they had no vote, the
women of the revolutionary period were oiten self-supporting and accupied.
positions we today rarely ever have open to women, as is the cese with
printers, Yet one of the early copies of the Declaration of Independence was
printed by a woman printer-publisher, Mary vatherine Goddard. But to this
day, women historians, as men historians, present women '‘as women®' and
not in the role of revolutionaries on a world revolutionary road. Thus, the
tast quarter of the T8th century is particularly rich in lessons for our day,
including that of Women's Liberation. 1776, which, as Marx noted over a
century ago, sounded the tocsin for 1789, was sounding the locsin of
revelutior not only for both America and France but was heard as far as San
Dominge as well.® When' in 1792, Mary Wollstonecraft penned the first
Women's Manifesto—Vindication for the Rights of Women—, she was writing
neithar as wife to hushand, as was Abiguil Adams, nor a statement for
wormen {bul not for the most radical wing), as was Olympe de Gouge in the
French Revolution. Mary Wollstonecraft wrote for revolution and balonged
to asmall radical club in London that numbered among its members Thomas
Paine and one of the greatest of the world’s poets, William.Blake, who did
Aot divide philosophy from revolution or from art or liwerature as he
dedicated his fiery poems to the American and French Revolutions as well as
to women_ libaerationists, though he colled them Daughters of Albion and
Mary. It was he who warned Tom Paine that the British would arrest him if
he did not escape. ’

In a word, this was not just the age of the American Revolution. /t was
the age of revolutions—American and French; industrial and political; intel-
lectual and social. Just as, on the eve of 1776, the Cominittees of
Correspondence didnt just disappear but merged into the mass revetutionary
movement which had a life of its own, so 1776 was also the publication date
of Adam Smith's The Wealth of MNetions which created a ravolution in

*That the Smithsonian Intitut=s o 18733 20220 Giod @ Gieun Frosunice i the Amarncen
Aerwiulion 1@ be not only American but Caribbean as well, tells how international |z
aur Biack Revolution,
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political science with its labor theory of value. And, while this view of labor
as the source of alf value didn’t reach the stage of theory until then, it was as
early as 1729 that Benjamin Franklin’s "A Modest Ingquiry into the Nalure
and Necessity of Paper Currency”” anticipated that theory of labor value, By
1807 thess revolutions reached the highest philosophic expression in
Germany with Hegel's Phenomenology of Mind, But it wasn't clear until Karl
Marx discovered his new continent of thought and proletarian revelution
that the Hegelian dialectic was the source of all dialectics. In holding that
Hegelian dialectics was the source of all dialectics, of liberation in life as in
thought, Marx’s historical materialism illustrated hov this dialectical articu-"
lation of a genius was, in fact, the articulation of common pzople’s struggle
for freedom, transformed into method, . .

Erom America’s First Unfinished Revolution the road opered for the
next needed revolution, The seeds for it were laid as the first revolution
ended and the John Adamses tumed against the French Revolution and
became Federalists while 2 Sam Adams not only welcomad tha great French
Revolution and became anti-Federalist, but distrusted the American Consti-
fution and fought for a Bill of Rights. Tom Paine whe had rernained an
unrepentant radical {Jacobin), held that **Reason, like time, will make its
own way.” But by the mid-19th century time had long run out and the
inevitable irrepressible conflict 2rupted. The Civil War, which- finally put an
end Lo slavery, also remained unfinished as not only the Freedmen did ot
get their promised 40 acres and a mule, but capitalism sank into imperialism.

On the 100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation the Alews
and Letters Committees published Amerivan Civiiization on Trini—8lack
Mazses as Vanguard, There it was shown that, what, for American capitalism,
was the triangular trade for slaves, rum and molasses, was, for the Blacks—
African, West indian, American—the triangular ever-live development of
ideas of liberation which led to actual freedom. Today it must be mace total.
“The totality of the crisis makes it imperative.

When we look &t our epoch,we can see that the movement from
practice " of the past twa decades has produiced a new gengration of revalution-
aries. We can start with workers’ bottles ogainst Automation which had
resulted in the famous wildcat strikes of the 19505 and the Montgomery Bus

*Sea Part I, “From Praclice to Theory" and Part V, "The Problems of Our Age:
State-capitalism ys. Freodom™ in Marxism and Freedom—From 1776 Until Today.
Also sen Ch. 1, “*Absclute Negativity s New Beginning: The Censeless Movement of
10eas ang OF HIStOry,” 1N Muiosogny and Mevatution,
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Boycott which initiated a new Black Revolution in the United States. Or we
can twin ro the East Curopean Revolutions against Russian totalitarianism,
beginning with the East German in 1953, through the Hungarian in 1856, 1o
the Czochostovak in 1968 and the Palish in 1870, What is crystal clear, the

over, including China where the Sheng Wu-lien youth chailenged Mao,
is the emergence of de-centralized, infarmal, rank and file committees,
councils of workers, Blacks, native Americans, Women Liberatlonists, youth

Aga_in. whether we )

- Paris, 1968, with s near-revolution, or the abysmally low death-points
‘ perpetrated by the Nixon-inspired massacres in 1970 in Kent, Ohio and
Jackson, Mississippi, against the massive American anti-Vietnam war youth
movement. and the Black Revolution, the fact i that the forees for
revolution are present everywhare, But the crusial question today is not / a
revolution is needed, but what comes after, This is the point of the political-
philosophic maturity that our age represents, the very high stage of reason
that the forces of revolution have reached. Instead of golng in only for the
destruction of the old, they want to make sure they will not have a new set
of masters to replace the old ones, as they have seen in Russia and China,
Now we are confronted with 2 confiict between them for global power on
the saine state-capitalistic ground as characterizes_ the United States and
Japan, West Europe and the Middle East,

Tha reality of this bi-centennial year js stifling, exploitative, imperi-
alistic, ond so totaily crises-ridden that a question mark hangs ovar the very
survival of a civilization that is hemmed in by nugisar bombs. It must be .
uprooted, and total)

. s 50ciuty emerye,
As one step toward that arduous labor we are contributing this pamphlet,
where a study of the past becomes a step toward the revolution-to-be.

THE NATIONAL EDITORIAL BOARD,
NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES




l. The Gathering

Ebenezer h'cintosh, shoemaker, ‘eads 2,000 men, mastly manuai
workers and unemployed, marching with almost military precision, Qnly
yesterday, these had been split into two large rivol gangs, the North End and
the South £nd gang, batiling each otker over trifles. Now, united, they are
making their way 10 the homo of Ancrew Oliver, rewly appointed raval
governmen! stamp distributor under the hated Stamp Act. They reach his
home. He is not there, They proceed to demolish his furniture and properties
... {Beston, 1765},

Some 3,000 armed men, mostly farmors, have ga!hero&‘ on the
Common; snother 10,000 are reported on thair way, having heard rumors
that Boston was under attack by British troops, with fighting already going
on in the streets and naval bambardment from ships* batteries, The vast
assembly, bristling with rifles and revolutienary splrit, quists down and
Judge Danforth, an old mazn, speaks in his low vaice . . . {Cambridge, 1774).

These ar2 but two of the many instances of resistance to British ruls,
and bracket the period of escalating conilict which culminates in the full
colonial revolt and the Declaration of Independenca,
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Out of the misnamed French and Indian War (1754-63), which in fact
was the Frunch and British War over control of the land that was Indian, two
naw revolutionary phenomena appeared: 1) the recognition by the lndians
that this iand of theirs was heing relentlessly expropriated, which erupted in
revolts such as those lod by Chief Pontiac (1763-66); and 2} the lessons
learned by the colonists on fow 1o oppose British rule., .. from survival ang
collective appcals to guerrilla warfare and self-sufficiency. -

Chief Pontiac himsalf was a great philoscpher of Indign self-
sufficiency, as well a: 3 great warrior and Onifier of many tribes. He forged
an alliance of the northern Algonguin tribes—Ottawa, Qjitwa, Shawnee,
Delaware, Mingo, Wyandot and lraquois~and this united foree defeated in.
battle and captured eight of the ten British forts in the West, The two
exceptions—Pitishurgh and Detroit, The Indians retained passession of the
forts until 1766, when they were returred to the British through "negotia-
tions.”"! :

Benjamin  Frankiin, so admired the achievements of the Iroquois
nations and their confederate government that he raferred to them as a
model for uniting the colonies, In 1751, Franklin wrote, “It would be a very
strange thing if Six Nations of ignorant savages should be capable of forming
a scheme for such 2 union and be able to execute it in such amanner that it
has subsisted for ages, and appears indissolyble; and vet that a like unicn
should ba impractable for ten o1 « dozen Engirsh cclonies 10 whom it is mare,
necessary and must be more advantageous, and whom cannot be sunboser.l )
want an equal undestanding of their interests,'?

In addition 10 these forces of resistance, there ware slave revaolts and alt
sorts of other pressures by.the Blacks, from petitions to court cases to
funaways, Among the most significant, five years beforg the actual revoly.
tion, was the bare-handed attack of Buston citizens led by Crispus Attucks
which resulted in the infamous Boston massacre of March 1770, in whirh he
and four ather unarmed civilians were kitled by British troops, Attucks
(besides Black he was of Indian stock—Ahtuks, his mother's name, means
little deer”) is always mentionad as the first to die for the causo of
American freedom, but it is almost never revealed that he was also the leadar
of that Boston crowd, a runaway stave, a seaman of 20 years experience—and
by no means “rabble’ as characterized by John Adams, 3

' Tebbat, John, The Convarct H’i:.l'ory of ihe Indian Wars, Tower Publications, Ine,,
Naw York, N,Y., 1966, p, 4711,

TVogel, Virgil S., This Comtry Was Ours, Harper & Row, Now York, N.Y,, 1974, [i%
4R, Soe otso, Murgan, Lowis H., Ancient Socivty, Charles H, Kevr & Ca,, Chicago, hi,

*Franktin, John Hope, Frum Stavery 1o Frovdlom, Atfrod A, Knopl, New Yort:, NY,,
1847, pp, 127.128, 11




At infamous Boston Massacra, March 1770, Crispus Atunks,
8 Black and teader of bare-handzd citizens
attacking British troops, was first (o dip for the cause of likerty,

This, of course, is hardly the fitst instance of Blacks in reballion, In
1739, in North Carolina, slaves from the Stono Plantation kill two of Lheir
guards, arm themselves and are joined by others. Crying “Libertyl” and
marching with flags flying and drums beating, they head toward Spanish
Florida where the governor has promised freedom to slaves fleeing the
“English Colonies. Only ten reach Flarida—the rest are ceught and executed.?
Nevertheless, the depth of thair passior for liberty stamped them as tha first
{ighters for total freedom. Precisely because they were the most oppressed,
their passion for freedom was deepast.

Slave rebellions and conspiracies laced the entire sfave pericd up to the
Civil War, Almost 300 have been reported and recorded.S How many others

emass o d el

occurfed can only be speculated. A cumparssy =f

*ibid,, pp. 80-81,
‘eplhukar, Hetbort, Negro Stave Revolis in the United States, Intornatiunal Pub
lishors, New Yark, N,Y,, 1939, p. 21,
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stave system, It is well to remember that by the time of the Americzn
Revolution, Blacks constituted the largast single immigrant group. Brought
here by force, and numbering some 500,000 out of a total population of
2,600,000, they rzpresented nearly one-fifth of the people--a higher per-
centage than teday, Their presence was everywhere, including the militie,

The militia was a system of military training derived from the ancient
prastice of Anglo-Saxons in England, Ali men were expecied 1o train and be
prepared to defend the land. In the colonies, men in a wide age range trained
anywhere from a few days to a few weeks. Presumably all were subject to it.
But it soon became, in fact, more and more a peer man's arganiz.tion. A
system of substitution arose alfowing the more affluent o ascape by paying
others to take their place.

In this situation, it was inevitable that Blacks would soon *“‘substitute’”
for the rich. The great bulk of slaves, of course, were excluded, though aven
here some did train—without guns.% As a result, when the colonial rivalry of
France and England burst into the misnamed French and Indian War, Blacks
fought alongside the colonists in their militia units, supporting the regular
British troops. ) .

The war itself reorganized colonial relationships in America, Colonials
from many provinces fought together with the British to dafend their
cemmunities against the French and indian forces, The hanefits of inter-
colonial cooparation that the colunists learned were to be extended by them
to their strugglos against British domination.

This ygrowing recognition of the importance of indapendence was
nurtared by the town meetings of Massachusetts, Of the many institutione
created in the colonies, none was more distinguished from both England and
the rest of the colonies then the Town Meseting. As against England’s, which
were severely restricted to the upper class, New England’s Town Meatings
were loosened enough to allow everyone, “free or not free, foreigner or
inhabitant” 1o attend, .

Though officers were still likely to be atfluent mambers of the com.
munity, these often had just recently achieved their wealth. Ever: those who
were middle class were still untainted by upper class pretenses. Though
woimen, Blacks, and the poor were not included, it was still an institution of
considerable democracy for its time. There were provisions for annual
elections, rotation of officers, decisions by majority rule, open debates,

Faartze, o Ve Nageu i she Maning or America, Colllors, New York, N.Y.,

arfzc, 2o

1964, pp. 45446,
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-speedy redress of grievances, the responsibility of officials and popular
participation in al! facets of local government.

These tendencies in the colonies were running in dircct opposition to
the changed meood toward more contro! in England following the British and
French War for possession of the new world. To be sure, Navigation Acts had
been passed as far back as the 1650s 1o reguiate trade and commerce
according to the principles of mercan.ilism, based on buying raw maierials
cheaply from the colonies and selling finished products dearly to them.
Colonists were required to use only English ships to transport their goods.
Later acts added more restrictions, To keap colonists unskilled where pos-
sible, some economic activity—hat making, for example ~was prohibited.

The colonists disembowled the laws by engaging in wholesale

‘ smugaling, Se widespread did this early form of rebelliousness become that
the English tried to defuse its importance by holding it ta be the result of
thelr policy of “salutary neglect.” )

This policy was reversed after the end of the struggie for imperial
supremacy which Britain won over France, Burdened by thie enormous debts
of the conflict and the new financial responsibilities of empire, Britain
decided to enfeice the old principles. Chanealior of the Exchequer George
Granville, to satisf-," both King George 1 and English tredsrs, imposed a
series of new taxes and sought to enforce neglectsd ones,

The culmination of Grenviile's policies in the Stamp and Quartering
Acts of 1765 unleashed a fury of protests, The Stamp Act required stamps
for all newspapers, legal documents and many other business instruments,
with the money raised to be used to pay for the upkeep of British troops in
the colonies as dictated by the Quartering Act,

Radical elaments in several ports; including Boston, Newport, Philadel-
phia and New York, organized as the Sons of Liberty. They marched in
public demonstrations, burned stamps and attacked and intimidated starap
agents. Instead of condsmning Boston for its resistance, the whole of the
Massachusetts townspgople supported the action, '

When 17 nf the 23 members of the House in Massachusetts were listed
in the 8nston Gazetle us friends of the Stemp Act and purged at the
elections, the Impetus Yor opposing oppressive imperial dictates was given.

No one expacted or completely planned the tumult that fullowed the
Stamp Act. Although the earlier forms of resistance--slave uprisings,
smuggling, impressment riots and others—forashadowed what veas to happen,
the full sweap and scope of the Stamp Act riots were unprecedanted, !t is
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the true beginning ot the pre-revolutionary stage of development,

It is precisely such deeds by the workers, farmers and slaves, the
natural revolutionaties, sl we now twin o the prime propulsiva forces of
the American Revolution, This all culminated in the event which the nation
honors in its Bicentennial—the Declaration'of Independegoe. Yet the Ameri-
can ruling class has so systematically rewritten the past that it has muted or
mutilated the role of these essential forces to exalt the clite like the

. Adamzes, Henrys, Jeffersons and Washingtons of the time. They have taken
the slaves’ brandished torch and immobilized it atep & statue of liberty. -

The direct action, the “praxis” of the deeper layers of the population
of colonial America, the “'passions-from-below,” became s more profound
source of theory, principle and phiiosophy than the formal pusitings of those
steeped in formal studies, Tha most socially creative activities were those
that sprang from the workers, farmers,. Blacks and others of the disatfected’
masses. Their boldness, heroism and imagination relentfessly roda over all
obstacles to expand the empire of freedom and thereby found a new nation
based on new principles of government. ’ .

Nothing could be more simplistic. than the anarchist notion—often
masquerading as “Marxism''--that the American Revoluticn was the product
.of an undifferentiated reyolutionary “naople,” or even "nroletarial.” The
intellectual end organizational struggles of men like Otis, Dickinson, Paine”
and othars weic inseparable parts of the total movement. Thair ideas and
efiorts were developed, delayed or démolished; depending fundamentally on
thelr grasp of the sphit of the living movement. In turn, the living movement
jtself was nourished, delayed or detoured by their woik, :

{f it is petty bourgeois to fawn batore the “peapls,” it is bourgeois 1o
pxalt the elite. Not John Adams, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson
are the heroes, but Sam Adams, Thomas Paine, and above all, the many
revolutionary acts and committess that arose to express the powerful pas-
sions from below; though led by merchants, it was by such revalutionary
elements as Sam Adams. These, which were the real enginas of revoiuticn,
the resl humsn motive forces in the creation of the nation, have been buried
in defiberate eHurts to canceal the truth of the American ravolution.

Thaot saen in the mountains of historical works &re the international reparcussions of
the revolutionto-be In Americe. Thus, oven when & Thomas Palna is mentioned a1
English, It is only from the polnt of view of what he Inarngd from the English
Revolution of 1868, Tom Paine cartalnly want beyond not anly 1688, but also 1776
to 1788-1792, writing Age of Reason wnd Agrarian Justice, Kar! Marx alzo saw it as
pracursor of revolutions En the 18th cantury.

1%
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" The truth is a living, fluid, dialectica! relationship between the masses
and the r’gvorutinnarv intellectuals and organizations. It is this dialectic
which best iliuminatas what John Adams himself called the “engine” of the
revolutien, the Committees of Correspondence.

Bostan became the eentral forge for the unity of the roleonias hecause
of the objective and subjective developments in ihat city. OF all the major
cities in the colonies, it zlone had undergone a serious decline, falling from
3,000 houses around 1720 1o 2,000 by 1776. The end of the Franch and
Indian War and the British reinstitution af mercantilist policies depressed
Buston's economy; it could support only half its population,? (ts waorking
cluss, therefore, was the most explosive of all social elements.

And first among those who helped forge unity were the workers’
demonstrations led by Ebenezer MclIntosh,!® Far from being a “mob,” as
invariably desciibed by chroniclers of the time as well as conternporary
historians, they were productive members of the community, They included
a variety of skilled and viskilled workers: shoemaker, Ebenezer Mcintosh;
cordwainar, Benjamin Stare: leather drasser, lhaue Sowman Apthrop; ship-
wrights, Henry Swift, John Blight, William Blight: sailmaker, Sephaniah
Bassett; ship joiner, Wiiliam Bovey; cauiker, Witham Larribee; ropemaker,
Thomas Rice; hatter, Samuel Richardson: housewright, Ichabod Simpsen;
chaisemaker, George Hambleton; distitier, John Crorbitt; barber, Benjamin
Wheeler; bakers, Cornelius Abbot, Henry Gardner, Thomas Stimpeon;
{zborer, Thomas Smith. Children aiso participated, including those of John
Blight, Hambleton, Swift, Richardson, Bassett and Simpson,!!

Their destruction of appainted stamp agent Andrew Oliver's properties
was the opening shot of the pre-revolutionary decade. A few days later the

*Brown, Richard 0., Revolutionary Petitics in Massachusetts: The Baston Commitives
of Correspondence and tho Towns, 17721224, Horvard University Press, Cambxridpe,
Mass., 1970, p. vi. This excallont work of scholarship by Brown has greatly facititoted
our own analysis,

*Erlanger, Stephen J., "Tha Colonial Workaer in Baston, 1775," U.S. Dopartment of
Labor, Bureau of Laber Statistics, New Englond Regional Officu, Ragional Heport
75-2, p. 4. Much voluable information of the lite, tiving and laber of the Boston
workers of this perlod is compressmd in tils monograph, M alio confirms the
conscious rata the workers played In compalilng the move to Indesndence,

' ®Morgan, Edmund and Hulan, The Stamp Act Crivis, Celiiers, MacMillan, Mew York,
M.¥., 1963, pp. 101-170.

1 2obel, Hiller, 8., The Boston Massscro, W.W. Norton Co., New York, N.Y., 1970, p.
37,
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Waorkars forging anchor in blocksmith shop. Laboress such a3 these
played primary.role in compelling movement to independence,

came working class elements devastatad the home of Tory official Thomas
Hutchinson, another rich colonial official. Oliver resigried his position as the
crown's slamp agent before he officially hold it. Hutchinsor, with a long
puhlic service record and highly regarded by many, lost his esteam, never 10
regain it . )

In Newport, Rhode Island, similar mass actions catapuited another
‘worker, John Weber, to fame. He hatl been hired by merchants to lead
demonstrations egainst the stamp agonts. The massive response to Weber's
leadership compelled actions that went far bayond what‘the merchants had
bargained for, and the “levelling’’ spirit of the demonstrations threawened
aven them. When Weber refused to be 'calfed ofl,’” the marchants, after
months of unsuccessful efforts, got rid of him by having him imprisoned.

Such mass actions, essentially warking class, spread up and down the
colonial seaboard, So effective were they, that in some cases the mere thraat
of such actions produced the resignation of the stamp agents.

The Blacks were, as always, in the forefront of this activity. When
Hutchinson's house had been vandalized, Governor Bernard wrote that
* .. boys and negroes hegan to build bonfires in King's Street and blow the

5544




dreaded whistle and horn that sent the Boston mob swarming out of taverns,
thouses and garrets,”}?

But then as now, Slacks faced racism-—even from bold demonstrators
against the system. Bernard describes how *General"* Mclntosh kept careful
order and contral aver his troops and “‘allowed no.allegedly disorder-prone

_ Negroes to join the 2,000 paraders.” 13 )

Blacks wera not so confused. Not orly were they engaged in street
actions, but they expanded their freedom struggle into the legal arena.
Mascachusetis’ slaves wera attempting 1o “hring an action of trespass in the
local courts against their masters, to challenge the- entire legal concept-of
slavery.''14 There were ‘many such efforts. One was that of Jenny Slaw who -
brought charges against a John Wipple of Ipswich, Massachusetts. She won
the “sum of four pounds lawful money of this province,”15 Such effarts,
howevear, were siow, expansive and jaryely individual In result.

But Jenny Slew was not only Black—she was oiso a wornan. Triply
appressed, as Black, woman and worker, she served not only as the vital linit’
batween them all, but also as vanguard _transmitting to.one the special
urgencies and understandings of the other,

The records On WOmer are as scarce as those on Blacks. But it is clear
that women participated in manyphases of life and were far less segregated
than now. The predominantly rural society required all of their abilities.
There, as well as in the urban centers, their names crop up in one economic
activity after another. Women were mare active in work outside the home,
which included jobs taday restrictad to malss, like printing.} &

This activity leads to further developments in the early 1770s. Phyllis
Wheat!, a Black woman born in Africa, brought 10 America us a child siave,
sold to a prosperous Boston tailor, educated and nurtured by the schools and
revolutionary environment of Baston, produces and has published a book of
poetry in 1773 [tis the second such publication by any colonial woman.

It is here too that Abigai! Adams demaonstrates that even the wamen of
the upper classes, educated, sheltared and seqregated as her jower-class sisters

11 Miller, John C., Sam Adams, Stanford University Press, Stanford, California, 1936, P. G5,

13 Maiar, Pauline, From Rosistance to Revolution, Alfred A, Knopf, Now York, W.Y,,
1972, p. o,

H gollactions of M ical Soclety, bin Suiisd, 3L op 432-337.
" Qyerles, op. o'k, P, 45.

¢ Erlangher, ea, cit, . 20,




are not, can bu thrust forward by the revolutionary surge. Twa uf her mos:
trenchant nhservations are made in ferters wriiden from Boston to her
husband John at the time of the first Continental Congress in 1774;

I wish.most sincerely there was not a slave in the province,

1t always appeared a most iniquitous scheme to me—~fight our-

selves for whar we are daily robling and piundering from those

who have as good a right to freedorn as we have,!? .

Surely the direct drive of the Blacks for their own freedom at this time
not only Inspired the observation but alko compellad the move to the first
significant femipist statument to emearge:

I tong to hear that you have declared an independancy.

And in the new eode of taws which | suppose it will be necessary

for you to make [ desire you wauld remember the ladies, and be

more generous end favorable to them than your ancestors, Do

not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands,

Remember all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular

care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we ace determined to

foment a rebellion and will not hold ourselves bound by any

laws it which we haye no voice or reprasantation, 1%

. What is remarkable here is not only the manifestation of the Black and -
feminist dimension. The refation and’ saquence of struggles—Black ‘then
women—anticipate the same relation and sequence- that will ropeat Hself
before the Civil War dnd again in our own time. In both carly pericds they
augured profound changes, ' ’ . ’ -

The women’s struggles, therefore, were seldom separable fram those of
the men of the pre-revolutionary period, The colonial struggle that is shaping
thus finds them tagether engaging the British power. The chief exception
scems to be largely with the women of the upper classes, where the
distinetion of sax and economic roles was especially sexist,

One incidant, tfor example, records that when the 8ritish introduced
troops into Boston in 1768, women would bump into the soldiers and then
cery “Rapel” with the aim of rallying the lownspeople gainst the traops,!Y
The evidences increase as the revolution nears, .

' "Bargman, Pater, The Chronolagical Histary of the Negro in America, Herper & Row,

Now Yark NV _ 1088 » ag .
! *Booth, Solly Smith, The Women of ‘76, Hastings House, New York, N, ¥,, 1973, p.

'*Lomask, Milten, The Fiest American Revolut'on, Farrer, Strauss & Girgus, Nowr
York, N.Y,, 1974, p. 34,
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S0 deep were the Stamp Act upheavals that the rniddle classes began to
tinally shed their traditional timorousness and began to toke boider stands
against British contryl. They organized a Stamp Azt Congress, more gr less
official and more or less subwersive, which drew 27 delegates from nine
colonies together in New York in the fall of 1765, They met for two weeks,
succeeded in puiting together several appeals to the British Parhament, then
2djourned, '

More significant, however, was their sponsaring and supparting an even
more subversive organization~—1he Sons of Liberty. Throughout the colonies,
various committees of actinn had materiatized which served as links between
the middle class elements of merchants, lawyers and ministers and the
working class elements of seamen, shoemakers and others, The membership
in mosi was preddminanllv middle class, but Boston's seems to have been
primarily working class. These commiittees often functioned in secrecy,
exploited direct actions, and generally coordinated activity against the
Stamp Act. ‘ : .

Inter-calonial Sons of Liberty cooperation rea’r:hud the point of infiy.
ence by the end of 1765 that the governors in almost all of the colunies were
paralyzed and the regularly constituted aovernmeants were dissolviig,?? The
militia could. not be tuned to because they were also in opposition 1o the -
Stamp Act, By the beginning of 1766 the Sons of Liberty committees Legan
to consider a “General Congress" of all of the colonial committess to create
a op2n, united revolutionary organization of the colonies! This did not get
Levond the talking stage, however, and when the British repealed the Siamp
Actin March, the Sons of Liberty faded in strength,

In New York, however, opposition 1o British rule was moving to open
rebellion, Governor Cadwallader Colden had ordered Fort George 1o prepare
for extensive defense, which infuriated saverdl thousand townspeople who
converged on the fort on November 1, 1765. They “knocked at the gate,
biaced their hands on the top of the ramparrz, called out 1o the guards to
fire, threw bricks and stones against the Fort and notwithstanding the
highest provocation was given, not a word was returned to the most appro-
brius language.” Major James, the officer in charge, later testified to
Parliament that had he fired he could have killed 900. He did not, knowing
that had he dong 50, 50,000 more would have assemblad from New York

**Margan, op. cit., p. 253,




The Battmasn hrohive. I

Mglly Pitcher fired canngn at Battle of Manmoutn
in New Jercey during Revatutionary War—and thare
wers many unknows Mally Pitehers in the Ameneo Revelutionasy struggle.

and New Jersey and overwhelmed the fert Generat Gage wrote ta England
that had they fired from the fort, it could have msant the beyinning of civil
war, 1

The Stamp Act ferment catapulted Sam Adams onto the center of the
historic stage. With great skill, imagination and holdnass, he helpad to
fashion a revolutionary force that transformed America, Wel! burn, bred and
educated, Adams tried his hand a1 seversl businesses but failed in all of them,
and discovered his natural talents were most excitingly chatenged by

Hihid, p, 254,




politics,

Adams was 25 when he and some friends launched a newspaper, the
Independent Advertiser, published from 1747 tu 1775 and filled fargely with
his own conception of politics influenced profoundiy by the philosophy of
John Locke, He excoriated the town gentlemen and country squires who had
“an itch for riding the ‘Beast of the People’.”22 Unrelenting attacks against
bureaucracy, tyranny, slavery becams the focus of his energies, He developed
2 fondness for” mixing with dockworkers, merchant seamen and olher
lzborers who frequented the walerfront taverns. The practice would acquire
major importance. To him is, often atiributed the successful merging of
Mcintesh’s South End gang with the North End gang and their consequent
destruction of Oliver’s and Hutchinsan's properties. The central fact is that
while the heroism of James Qtis and Patrick Henty was Iar'gelv of an
individual nature, Adams’ was more social, moving boldly towsard the massas.
He plunged deeply into direct action, consulting and collabarating with the
ever-ready workers of Boston. He helped reverse the usual middle class
attitude of revering the masters and reviling the masses, It was this reversal
by the middie classes—through Sam Adams—of joining with the masses and
their direct actions which produced the Stamp Act Riots, the Sons of
Liberty, and the British ropca! of the Stamp Act the following vear.

It was this policy which most clearly syrbolized Sam Adams, On this
he developed refinements and zlaborated tactivs, And'it was the tuccess of
this which won more and moe middle class converts to the reveluticnary
cause. They revealed their approval by electing him to the Massachusetis
House of Represantatives, placing him in open leadership of the majority,
radical Whigs, where he would further make life unbearabla for Gavernors
Bernard and Hutchinson, successfully driving both out of office,

Into this volatile mix, a firal element would be added which would
make revolution inevitable, The revolution, as Marx observed, is often
propelled by the “whip of the counter-revolution.” The British, arrogant
with their new world power, annoved by their own equivocations, decided
to be “firm," They passed a Quartering Act {1768), which sent General Gage
and his troops into Boston, He reported that as to “Government in Boston,”
there was "in Truth very little at present.” It was “under a kind of
Democratical Despotism,""23

3 Miller, op. cit., p. 20
B Zotal, op. cit,, 103,




Blacks were being courtad on both sides. Even as Jenny Siaw was suing
for ber freedom, a Boston Town Meeting voted on May 26, 1766 1o consider
steps “for the total abolishing of slavery from among us; that veu move for a
law, to prohihit the importation and purchasing of slaves for the futare, 29
The observer and reporter was John Adams. An officer of the troops, on the
other hand, is reported as remarking 1o slaves, “Go home and cut your
masters throats; 11l treat your masters, & come 1o me to the parade; & | will
make you free ... & if any person apposeth you, | will run my Sword
through their hearts."?

Blacks and workers engaged in the first real skirmishes ot the coming
revolution. The tension between the townspeopie and the “’bloody backs™
escalated, espacially since the troops were in competition for jobs. Finally,
the inevitable—a fracas; troops fire and five colonialists die, including Crispus
Attucks, It is 1770 and the Boston Massacre enflames the townspeople.

Under the prodding of an enraged assembly and Sam Adams, Governor
Hutchinson, who succeeded Barnard as governot in 1760, defuses the
situation by removing the troops from the city,

The idea of resistance grows from the actual practice of resistance by
the people in public demonstrations and the polls. Funthermore, after such
an idea did occur to the radical representatives, it certainly could never have

. been implemented had the townspeople not given thair rmandate, Just who
"the people’ were that made up the patentially revolutionary force was
clear 10 Gevernor Hutchinson, who wrote: "It is the lowest, part of the
vitlgar only who have not yet been taught thar if they are 1o be governed by
faws made by any persons but themselves or their representatives they ace
slaves, 20 : :

On the heels of the repeal of the Stamp Act, however, the British
imposed another series of taxes on glass, lead, paper and tea imported into
the colonies, and set up customs offices to enforce obedience to the acts.
Called the Townshend Acts, after Chancellor of the Exchaguer Charlas
Townshend, they were immediately met with colonial resistance, And in
June of 1767, Parliament suspended the New York assembly for failure to
approve adequate provisions tor the guartering of British troops in w2
colony, raising furinus protests from colonists whe charged that if Parlia-
ment could do this to New York it could do it 1o all colonies, thus depriving

M rhict, p. 48,
 1hia., 102,
3 Brown, og. cit., p. 32,
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them of their rights as free merr. . ‘

Again resistance centered in Boston, which rallied widespread colonial
oppasition in the form of non-importation agreements, whereby merchants
refused to import goods from England until the Acts were repealed. They
were so effective that imports were cut by 60 percent. It was Boston's
opposition 1o the acts which led to the quartering of troops there that
became. involved in the Boston Massacre of 1770, which in turn speeded the
practical repeal of the Townshend Acts in that same year, Only the tea tax
was retained to maintain the principle of Parliament’s right to tax the
colonies, a principle the colonists were contesting with every effort inade to
impose it ’

The two years betwsen the repeal of the Townshend Acts and the
creation of the Committees of Correspondence in 1772 are described as
uneventiul by virtually all reports. It 15 an interpretation which fails to
consider the importance of thought as an activity. Not only did Sam Adams
write 40 widely-distributed articles in this pariod which challenged British
economic and political supremacy ovar the colonies, 4 group of orators also
arose to speak out on the practical issues of the day and the paramount right
i tha colonists 1o control their own government. Far from merely rejecting
the right of Parliament to tax without colonial representaticn; the colonists
were transcending this level to chalfenge the very right of Parliament to
govern them at all, L .

Heretofore, the Massachusetts townspeople smy-themselves as English
citizens possessing rights guaranteed thom under the British Constituiion,
and clashed with a Parliament which insisted the colonists were not citizens,
but subjects who should consider themselves forwunate to participate in
government at all, Now they were challenging the very nature of British
government, rejecting the concept that political leaders were on a highet
level than the citizens, and insisting that they should be true servants of the
puople, '

These were the ideas of governinant which solidified in the minds of
the Massachusetts colonists in the so-called quiescent period 1770-1772, and
flared out at the first objective development which officially contradicted
that concept, It came in 1772 with tha Civil List Act, whareby public
officials in the colony,. primarily judges, would be paid lucrative salarias by
the crown, Obviously this was a ploy to separate the administratinn and
judiciary from popular influence, nncouraging office holders to serve the
wishes of Britain against those of the colonists.
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3 Il. The Committees
\ of Correspondence

In Boston, the workers, poor and politically waak, responded eagerly
to the-ideas of economic liberty and potitica! froudom. They often seizud the
leadership from the more conservative merchants in -énforciny boyeotts,
organizing demcnstrations and provuking incidents. Merchants protested
that ““the lowest Mechanicks discuss upon the most important points of
Gavernment, with the Utmast Freedom," but thera is no question that it is
precisaly this tole of tHe workers which proved to be essential in fully
develaping the revolutionary spirit in the colonies,2? 7

For that matter, even the chitdren knew of class consciQusness, espe-
cially when unemployment became widespread in Boston, Thus, colanial
children scrawled in their copybooks: By the sweat of thy brow, thou shalt
eat thy bread,” The merchant class dic not tolerate "unicns’’ or *‘zombina-
tions” of workers; and apprenticeship, like indentured service, lasted seven
yoears. Whereas the working class may not have known statistics such as the
richest ten percent of the people controlied 65 percent of the waalth, they
knew the practice of class oppression against thamselves, And the most
important fact is that they broke the ruis of the merchants, without which
there would have Ligen no revolution,

Erlangher, op, cit., p. 21,




For Sam Adams, the Civil List Act provided him with the opportunity
he had been patiently waiting for. At the Boston Town Meeting held
November 2, 1772, he moved:

That a Committee of Correspondencs be appuinted to
consist of twenty-one Persons—to state the Rights of the Colo-

nists and of this Province in particular . . .28

Passed unanimously. That they sensed its importance is revealed by the
remarks of one of the participants: “We are brewing something here which
will make some people’s heads reel at a very moderate age,”29

The idea was nol new, The English Dissenters of the 1730s had used
committees of correspondence in their stuggles against the authorities; so
had colonial clerics of the 1750s and ‘60s. However, it is more likely that for
Adams the Stamp Act riot expericnces were more significant, when he had,
been in communication with members of the Sons of Liberty in other
colonies. When they pressured hinr for 2 more formal intercolonial communi-
cation system, he had discouraged the idea, fearing il to be premature and
that it might inhibit local initiative.

What was new in Adam's appiication of the idea was a) using the
"established system, the town meetings, to erect tha new structure, and
b) moving to involve the small farmers, the “yeomanry.”

The paramount activity of the Committee and first on the agenda was
the preperation of a statement on the cdpdition of colonial rights and the
numarous violations .of such rights by the British Parliament. This statement,
prepared .by men appoinied for their experience in wiiting against British
imperial oppression (Greenleaf on a free press, Appleton on Negro slavery,

Sam Adams, Quincy and Otis on political fieedom, plus others), was

_approved at the Boston Town Meeting of November 30, 1772, Entitled,
“The Votos and Praceedings of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the
Town-: of Boston, in Town Meeting assembled, According 1o Law,” it is
commonly referred to as the Boston Pamphlet.

The genius of Sam Adams was actunily what was produced from balow
at the town mestings, which he and Otis and ihe others, as @ group writing,
articulated in the Boston Pamphiet. This articulation became the tumning
point in town meetings, which now had a totally now ground for function-
ing. It was a turning point for the Boston Committea, which became in fact
the Massachusetts Committee.

#@rawn, op. cit, #. 57,
M hid., p. 48,




Running throughout the pamplhlet was the basic thesis of the rights of
freemen, It stripped the British Parliament of its pretense to perfectly
represent the “life, liberty and property” rights of the cojonists, Whethar or
nnt thm‘J hard "!\rnpgrn_a" lifa aned Iihr-rr-‘v wars abenltta righm af all frraman

and could not be abridged by any legislative body without the consent of
these freemen. The whole structure of government and the sovereignty it
commanded derived from these inviclable and vn aienable rights of the
individual freemen.

The Boston Committee obviously reﬂecr.ed ihe growmg popular recog
nition that the horse and the rider are not the same—and that the colonists
had been the horse too longl ) )

The Massachusetis towns responded speedily to it. OfF 260 towns and
districts, a majority had answered within six months. Nothing like this kind
of give and take had ever ocurred before, All ware equals, travelling—as was
the popular expression then—on the samne “bottom.” Committees of Corres-
pondence sproad rapidly throughout the countryside,

Inspired by the overwhelming responses, tha Bosten Committee
selected a subcommitiee of writers 10 reply to communications received
from the towns. Group authorship of tha Commitiee was retained. More-
over,.all replies were presented to the whole Committes, who held complete
contral of the correspondpnce, mailed out by the Commlt!ee Clerk, not the

" authors.

As local committees of correspondence were formed in the towns, the
necessity of forming report committees was seen. There were grievance
commiltees designed to discover and formulate complaints, as well as com-,
mittees of vigilance whose' function it was to maintain a surveillance oser

. constituents’ yights. The report commitiees were subordinate to the corres-
pondence committees and alf committees were subordinate and answerable
to towh meetings.

Throughout tha year 1773 correspondense from the !owns demon~
stratad two points of consensus: 1) that Parliament, althoush acknowledged
as the highest legislawre of the empire, was limited by "inviolable con.
stitutional safeguards,” and 2) that sovereignty lay not with Farliament or
the General Court, but with the people organized in the towns.

Governar Hutchinsan had challenged the Boston Committea’s right to
deal with such gevernment issues {Town Meetings should consider only local
matters), charging thai the Pamphlet was advocating an “Emperium en
emperlo"“ {a government within a government), While thera were formal

2 ibid, p. 72.




denials of the charge, this is precisely what was taking place in increasing
tempo. i
The Committees spread not only horizontaily but verticaly as well. A
petition of the Rosion Committee guickly found its way 1o the House of
Representatives of Massachusetts and shortly ended as one of its resolves— al
in record time. The reason for this rapidity: key members of the Boston
Committee, like Sam Adams and Thomas Cushing, were also officials in the
House, holding key posts and therefore able to axpedite legislative matters. -

The structure and function of the Baston Committee was thus enlarg-
ing itself and enveloping larger structures as well, Where Sam Adams had
hesitated earlier in extending the Sons ot Liberty organizationally, he now
eagerly proposed the extension of committees of correspondence “‘amang’
the several Towns in every Colony"3! to Richard Henry L.ge of Virginia,

The small towns, by no means just adjuncts of Boston, began taking
the initiative in many new developments and became links 1o the many
petitions of the Blacks. Only -two months after th? formation of the
Committees, Medfield. a town in Suffolk County, inswructed its House
representatives to seek the abolition of the slave trade. Shortly afterward
{April 1773}, a circular appeared signed by four slaves, which was being
circulated throughout the Committees,

The document baars examination as an example of the puwerful
“propulsive force that was surging from slaves, machanics, seaman and others:

The efforts made by the legislative of this province in their
last sessions to free themselves from slavery {sicl), gave us, who

are in that deplorable stale, a high deg:ne of satisfaction. We

expect great. things from men who have made such a noble stand

against the designs of their fellow-men 1o enslave them, We
cannot but wish and hope Sir, that you will have the same grand
object, we mean civil and religinus liberty, in view In your next
session. The divine spirit of Freedom seems to fire every humane
preast on this continent, excapt such as are bribed to assist in

executing the execrable plan3? .

1f the colonists, plum’ing the concept.of natural rights, exposed its
narrowness as precticed by the British buresucracy, the siave's concapt of
treadom expused the colonists' own crimped conception of it. Here, elearly,”

Mypid, p. 124
Yigyriek, Lisa W, The Black FPresense in the Era of the Amarican Revolution
1770-1800, Smithsonlan \nstitute, Washington, D.C., 1973,p. 17,
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w0 8T ON Arnre zad, 3570
sIR

HE cffortt madebyihelegiflative of this provinccin thelr it (eifionueo freethemfeives
from favery, grvens, whe are in thst deplorable fate, a highdegree of fatsfatlon.
We expeit grest things from men wha have made fach a noble fland sgzinit the
eligns of thelr filra-tsen to cofre then, We cannot but wifiand hope Sir,
that you will bave the faic grand objedt, we man clvil and religlous fiberty, In view
Inyour next fcffion. The divinc fpiris of Ferden, frems to fire cvery humane brealt on

this vatitimcnt, erogt fach e are bribed to afiit In exceuting the execrable dan.

Wa'ar: vay feafible that it would be highly detrimeital te our prefkent maflers, if

“wre ware alkow.sd to demand all that of right bong to s for pait fervier § thlywe dif

the Spamicrds, who bave not thoi® fisblirae ideas of freedom thae Eng-

Jous that dgbe to 2l the fervlees of thelr fellow-

with thejr mancy s therelere they

nedy o s woeld 1o work for thiméelrs, enable them te earn moncy 1o

the refidueaf theic time, which they have  right tordetand in fuch portlons

ai they areshle to pay for (s due sppraiziient of thelr Rervicts being firfl made, whicl

always ftands 1z the purchafe money.) We do not pretend Lo diflast o you Sit, orto

the hodoruble Allembly, of which you are 3 metiier 1 We acknowledge cur cbligations

to you Yor what you have alrgaddy done, bue as the peopic of this proviace feein to bo

wfbuated by the principles of equley and jultice, we annot but expett your houle will

agaln take our rable cale Into ferfous confideration; anid give us it ample reliel
wrhich, ar win, we bave 3 atural right to.

Aur fnce the wileand righteous gavernor of the univerft,haspermitted aur fellow men
0 make us flaves, we bow in. fabmifion 1o kin, and derermine to bebave Infiuch a
maanter, oo that w msy have reafon to expedd the divige approbation of, and sltance
in, our peecesbie ad Lawful atempes to-galn our frecdom. ;

Wiz are willing to fubmlt to fach regulations and taws, 23 may Y £ade reltive o
us, uadl we leave the proviace, which we determink to doos foon 23 we o liem cue
Joyat labours procwe maney 13 wranfport surfelves to fome jart of the traft of AFicd,
where we propofe a fewlement, We are very defirous that you (hould bave infiruéli-
onsrelative 1o us, from your town, therefore we firay yor 10 communicate thisletrer to
teero, wad afk 1his favor for us. : ' ) )

’ In b;h.\lfoi‘ our fellow flaves in this proviace,
And by order of thelr Commizee.
Prren Brarn,
Samrc Facksar,
Farix Housnoox,
Crasras Jots,

Por the RumamitnTative of the town of Yo e

-

Slaves patitioned for fresdom in pre-ravolutionary petiod In Boston.
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was the revolutionary \nass acting not only as Force but as Reszon. They
further declared:

.« . ac the poople of this province seem to be actuated by the

principles of equity and justice, we cennot but expoet your

house will again take our deplorable case into serious considera.

tion, and give us that ample relief which, as men, we have a

natural right to.

It was not lost on the colonisis. A year later, the colonists of this
regior: will take the giant step towards abolitionism,

In any case, the year 1773 saw the Committees spread throughout the
colonies, Virginia had set up an 11-man standing comrnittee for intercoloniat -
correspondence including Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefierson and Richard
Henry Lee, Rhoda Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and South Carolina

" had formed provincial Committees by July 8. "By 1774, the Boston Com-
mittea of Correspandence vas in communication with more than 300 towns
in Massachusetts alone besides carrying on an inter-colonial correspondence
with Sons of Liberty s far south as Charleston, South Caroling 33 .

Through its conneclions with Benjamin Franklin in London, the
Boston Commitiee got its hands on ircriminating lotters written by Gov-
ernor Hutchinson, While they essentially exposed his authoritarian concep-
ticns—not new—what infuriated the colonicts was this evidenco that he had
proposed and plotied the attack on individuals, thelr chartars and thefr
democratic tights. When the Boston Committee distributed the letters
throughout the Committees, Hutchinson was finished, His usefulness o
Britain now destroyed, he asked to be refieved of his post,

Though the British had repealed both the Stamp Act and the Town-
shend Act, they had retained a simall ica tax, as 2 matter of asserting the
principle of Parliament’s right to tax and to affirm its supremacy, By itself,
the tax had failed to raise enough oppasition to be repealed. Now, the great
monaopoly, the East India Company, faced bankrupicy, !t had vast stocks of
unsold tea to dispose, Because of its valuable hold on indis, Parlioment
decided to help it. The result was the Tea Act [May 10, 1773} which it tried
to make palatable to the colonists by remaving all expart duties on the tep
shipped there and by permitting the Campany to sell direcily to sgents,
instead of through middie men, Thus it could self the tea at prices lower than
the smupgled 1ea of Holland, The small import duty remained but, since this

*'Miller, op. cit,, pp. 268-268,




tad failed to raise any great fury, it was not expected that there would be
any difficulty with the new pian,

To be noted, not Boston hut the patriots of the other regions were
first to express serious concern. This underscores the spontaneous quality of
the emerging rcvolution: that even the active Bostonians could fail to detect
an explosive issue as it shaped up,

The basic story of the Boston Tea Party is familiar to mest school
students, No attempt need therefore be made here to detail the events. Itis
enough to note that the colonists were even more aroused over the favoring
of a monopoly than by the small, sneaky tax.

What is new, however, is thar the mass meatings that had preceded the
fina! .action wera of unprecedented size, Hutchinson admitted that he
couldn’t have broken up such niass meetings. So many townspeople were
present at ong, he said, that “no other Posse except the meating itself would
have appeared.”3* The crucial night of December 18," 1773, more than
8,000 assemblad to try to have the captain return the tea to England. When
he refused, at a signal from Sam Adams—'"This meeting can do nothing mora
to save the country.”35--men disguised as Indians appeared, Thirty to sixty

. “Mohawks,” divided into three groups, methodically emptied 342 chests of
tea into the bay. It took three hours, No one was ever specifically charged
with the offense and it has remained a mystery to this day as to who was
exactly involved. Some belleve that "most alleged participants were arti-
sans.”36 Hutchinson reported that they were “lower ranks of people,”
“joufney-men, tradesmen,” “rabble not excluded,” *, . . yet there wera
divers gentlemen of good lortene among them,”37- '

Anticipating powerful counter-blows tfrom €ngland, the Boston Com-
mittee increased .its communication with othe: towns and in particular with
port towns to prevent any dividing and conguering of the colonial opposi-
tion. It was all for “the glorious purpase of rescuing the present and the
future Ger.erations from ignominious and debasing Thraldom. 38

4 Larabee, Benjomin Woods, Tho Bostun Tea Party, Oxierd Press, New York, N,Y.,
1964, p. 105,

Hibid, p. 141,
3 1bid, p. 143,

}?Griswold, Wesley 5., The Night the Revolution Bogan: The Boston Tea Porty, 1773,
The Stephen Greene P, Brattlebora, Vermant, 1972, p. 65

"Brown, op. cit., p. 166
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Boston Ten Party, Docember 16, 1773

Rumors spreat that the tea vandals might ba sent to England for trial,
The Boston Commitiee drafted plans for & mutual protsction agreament, It
was never used: so many patriots had spruivg up as a result of the tea party
that the diminishing agents of English authority wou'd have been unable to
enforce any reprisals.

The countryside chargud forward, excesding even Boston in its thrast.
Moare than eighty towns inftrated contact with the Boston Committee;
twenty were completely new responses, More than a dozen formed their own
local committees of correspondence, Many proposed a more radical boyeott
than Boston. Charlestown set up a committee of inspection to enforce the
boycatt of tea and to buy up all the tea at cost in order to deswroy it ali by
fire, It urged the Boston Commiittee to follow suit.

The mobilization that was taking place was nal merely one of Mass
and Force, Inevitably, Reason itself was undergoing changes, Where origi-
nally the concept of “Balance,” in referring ta the British Constitution ever
since the Ravolution of 1688, stand for the aquilibrium maintained betwesn
the King, Lords and Commons, the people al the Town Muetings, in the




Committees of Correspondence, in the “Body,” began 1o espouse a new
conception whick shitted the emphasis to the “Balance" between the rulers
and the ruled. It was this batance, they argued, which had been upset by the
arbitrary actions of the British ministry. 1t was the ruled, not the ruters, who
were basic to this balance,
What was occurring, then, was a new fusion of town and country, of
" ruled and ruler, of intellectual and activist, of philosophy and revolution, of
spontuneity and organization, Dbviously a social revolution was 12king plere,
with the Hoston Comrittes at its center. Ths action by Medfield shows the
profundity of the social change. A year carlier, it had moved against the slave
_ trade, a concession to the Blacks which oll were preparing to take—includ™ng
the Southemn colchies. Now {Jonuary, 1774) it moved against stavery itself:

. . . it is incumbent upon us to bear testimony against that

Inifuetous practis of enslaving the afiricans-it appesrs at first

view Greatly absurd for us 12 plead for Liberty and yet patronize

the most Cruel Servetude and tondage—the poot affricans whan

taken from all that is dear to them in their native :nil havz not ‘

‘the least shadow of Liberty Remaining they have nothing they

can Claim as their own their time is Entirely Devoted to the

service of their absolutg Lords—their Bodys ore at their Disposal

10 be bartered ‘and Traded from man to inan as the sencales

Beasts their children {if any lh'ey have) are born in a state of

sbject servitude than which nothing can be mors repugnant to

Liberty for which we so universally Comiend—we wish to mein-

tain Constitutional Liberty our selves and cant endure the

thoughts oi its being withheld from the sane flesh and Blood for

no other seaton that we can Concelve of hut becaus2 the Gnd of

nature has been pleased to tings their skin with a Diferent Couler

from our awn if we would look for Liberty our selves wa

conceive wa ought not 1o ceatinua 1o enslave others bur immedi-

ately sot shout some effectual method to provent it for the

future,?? ‘

Tha canception of libarty had ro-existed uneasily with the conception
of property. Now, it was bresking through the old iimits. Liberty, clearly,
predominated aver propurty. Who better o destroy property's place than
the slave? And whon & motion was made to exclude unpropertied towns-

" ihid,, p. 174,
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people frony some of the crucial mass meetings thatl wee taking place, the
speaker was shouted down with cries from the floer that “if they have no
property they had Liberty, and their posterity might have propenv."““
These, the slaves and the unpropertied, were advancing the concepiion of
liberty.

Where even a Sam Adums was conscious only of Locke as “philoso-
phy,” thus burdening the concept of liberty with that of property {“life,
‘liberty and property”'l, the plebians, the yecmen, the craftsmen, the farmer

. knews what “gconomic status” meant. Thus, even whan thev were wiih the
marchants, and they were fighting as nne in the revolutionary struggle, their
consclousness of class divisions was 5uch'lhat the emphasis they placed on
this “life, liberty and praperty”’ was an individual right, expressed In colie-
tive work through the Towa Meetings or Cominittees .of Correspondence,
and as a whole checking on the writing of the pamphlet and following up
with activity wher they saw the shift was from merchant to workar initig-
tive. Finally, even in respect to their own leaders like Sam Adams end James
Otis, it was not individual but group suthorship that created the Bosteri
Pamphtat. As a ramification of that, it was also outside of Boston, and not
only in Boston, that the articulation of the tevolutionary ideas and their
concretization matured.

it was inevitabie, therefore, that the British bureauvi ey, iosing the
battle of Keason, should now fall back on force to salvage sumething out of
the shambles of its poiver, The strategy was to crush the resistance in
Roston, the seat of rebelliousness. A series of punitive ucts were passed,
whiich the colonists tabeléd the Intolerable Acts. A Port Bill (March, 1774)
closed the Boston port until the tea was paid for. Anothor act imnosed rigid
royal control over otfices that had been responsive to the cieztorate. The
Massachusetts Charter jtself was ravoked, and ihe town meetings had to be
approved by the Governar hefore they could be held, A naw guartering act
permitted the guartering of troops in alf the colonias and in all oceupied
dwellings {eatlier, it had been only in 1averns and deserted buildings). 1t was
as close as they could get then toa military dictatarship.

The news of Parlicment’s rovoking of the Massachusetts Charter
aroused the provinee like nothing alse the administration hod done before to
malntain its authority in the colonies, Towns which had farmerly been
uninvolved in the resistance now threw in support, Social and political Tory

e pitter, op. cit., p. 207




leadars of the provincial towns who had once &njoyed Popular influence
WEIC Now met with majority oppositian,

The tyranny of the Intolerable Acts contrasts with the “largesse”
dispensed in the Quebec Act, approved by the British Parliament at thic
i an boundaries south to the Ohig River; accepted

itarian French administration which tried giyif
<cases without benefir of fury; and gave the teudal, caste-structured
Church 3 privileged position,
beyond the settled areds where many of the colonists expected tha they
might be moving, a way of (ife was being favorad by the British govarnment,
1he_ir government, which went bagic 1o the days before the Cromwell revoly-
tion, when corrupt, Cathalic popery ruled through absolute Kings.

The Intolerably Acts,_ far from Fepressing the national movement,
Spurred it forward. The Bosion Cofnmineo, inspired by the appeararice of
the "Bodv" li.e., body of the peoplel, enters its mast spectacular period, It
cails g meating of tha neighb the beginning of May. There
they learn that almost

meating sends oyt g circular urging “Al should be united in opposition to
this violation of the Liberties of app,*42 They hint at a tatal suspension of
trade with Greqt Britain as 3 colonial answer to the Intolerabie Acts,

They move toward a new policy of non-imporiation, 1n which mer-
chants will couittermand theip orders lor their fail supplies from England,
The meichants balk, Some even-go o far in their opposition that thay tencier
their respects 1o the disgraced Hutchinson ang welcome the new governor,
General Gagel Such vacillation is not nay, Thoy hed backed oft froma full
tonfrontation atter tha Stamp Act. guy the Boston Cornmittee, though itsetf
filled with many of the same clyss of men, ic imbuog with a spirit and
philosophy whish transcend's their narrow class interests, They raalize it ig
the “yeomanry whoss Virtue must finally save the cauntry, 43 Tpoy, pro-
HOSe B new plan of boyceat which: places the responsibility for jig execution
in the hands ppt of th™ merchants but of tha farmers: the Solemn League
and Covenant thereafger: SLC) win enforce a boycott of British gaods by a

“'Brown, op cit, p. 186,
“ibid., . 185,
"’fbid'., p. 190,




nen-consumption agreement rather than a non-importation agreement, as
they had done during the Stamp Act. Those who refuse 1o sign the Covenant
will have theit names published “to the world,”49 an invitation, of course,
to the more revolutionary populace to enforce the discipline and check the
errant merchants.

Some of the merchants, recollecting the violence that had been used
against Hutchinson snd Oliver, make z desperate attempt to “annihilata’’ the
Boston Cummittee, what one top Tory, David Lecnard, had called, “foulest,
subtest, and most venomous serpent ever issued Irom the egg of sedi-
tion."4S At the town meeting of June 1774, they mobitize their forces to
censure the Bosten Committee, It is a crucial battle, with debates raging for
two fult days. When it is over, the motion is beaten “by a great majority. "6

Support for Boston is ovarwhelmirg, Grain, iivastock, and cash pour in
from all directions. Unity is taking shazpe in "praxis.” The Bostan blockade,

" the SLC, the counter-revolutionary thrust of the Tories to “annihilate” the
Boston Committee—all galvanize sunport from the city, the countryside, and
from throughout the colonies, o ) .

Nor is the support the mindless, monalithic one, enamored of current
vanguardists. The Boston Committre, for example, fails to win a vote of
confidence from the towns for the SLC. The moves being made toward a
colony-wide congress, the First Continental Congress, is the most common
reason for not following the Boston Committen all the way on its SLC.
Already, the imminent Congress circumscribes e Boston Cominittee, which
is at the peak of its powers as 8 “'dua!l government.” At the same tirne, the
Congress begins to become a reality bevause of the drive of the Boston
Committee for a savere sacondury boycott: And pracisely this bold concep-
tion, based on the yeomanry, smokes out the last covert opposition and
makes the emergence of the First Continental Congrese possible and neces.
sary. - . . .

The middle classes were caught between the powerful passions from
below and thz bullying British bureaucracy from above. Thay were moving
toward the masses and could nat stop even now for their own salvation’s
sake, .

Workers were especially hard hit by the ctosing of the Boston port. 11

“ibid.,p, 192,
“Miller, op. cit., p. 264.
*Brown, ep. cit,, p, 188,




is reasonablz to expect 1.+ whey pressured the Boston Commitiee 1o allocate
funds to create jobs. This was dane, and men were set to fepairing streets,
building houses, ships and a brick factory,

This then was the revolutionary temper of Boston and Massachusetts,
which produced the outpouring of armed men at Cambridge on September
2, 1774, described at the beginning of the pamphlet.27? The assembfy learned
that Boston was not under attack. Afier listening to a speech from Judge
Danforth,” they returned to thair homes, The Boston Committee was not
direcdy involved in all this. But so widespread had the revolutionary temper
become, so deep the social ravolution, that it was already making unneces-
sary much of the particular functioning of the Boston Committea, Spon-
taneity and organization had become o intertwined that they had elevated
the social level of existance to & whole new pioteay. The First Continental
Congress, Provinelal Congrasses, new Commitiees of Safety and Inspection,
democratically re-organizad militia, restructuring the whole of the old gov.
ernmenial infra-structure—all were replacing much of -the functions of the
Boston Cominittee. No organization-or state—withered away more gra-
ciously than did the Boston Committea by the ond of 1774, Its leading
members were now dispersed to the fou- winds, disseminating the seeds of
the Boston Committee on a continental and, even, warld-wide arena,

*ibid,, p, 277,




L. The ‘Body’ and
the Militia

As we have seen, s0 much has bean written and said about the Boston
Tea Party that it has congealed into another lifeless episede. Foree and Mass
are declared 12 be its essence, and no more need be seid. But here as
elsewhere the myth makers must be exposed. Inseparable trom the Force
and Mass, and far more significant, was the emargence of the “Body,"" the
shortened term for the “Body of the Pauple,” it was originally applier by
roval officials to what they considared *a majolty of the people” or the
““greater part of the people.” fts usags was similar to that applied to the
“Crown” or the "King's Person.”* The “Body," in fact, soon began to replace
even the “Crown'’ in importance. .

The Town Mestings were also being supsrceded, It js easy to see why,
Boston had a population of some 15,000 in 1772, A town maeting would
altow only 2,600 of the populace to attend. The mass maating, the “Body,”
preceding the Bosion Tea Party, was over 8,000, And several such meetings
had taken place within a short period of time, each one.inereasing In size, No
restrictions existed; a/f could attend. Men and women, Black and white,
young and old, rich and poor, aff constituted the Body. The “philosophy” of
the time had not the stightest implications of the far reaches of this
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profound social phenomencn; even Sam Adams, who saw farther than most,
was still locked in Locke's concepts, But it should be clear that the Body was
transeending such limited civic strseture and was reaching for the ultimate:
freedom, direer democracy, the full participation of all individuals, the
restaration of the unity of the individual and society,
The same is true of the colonijal militia, whose heroic actions produced
" the most original waorld concept of guerrilla warfare, The enemy, though
belatedly, did recognize that something far superior to the Redcoat and hig
arms existed in the colonial workingman, This ordinary working man, in his
work ciothes and carrying his rifle, or the farmer with hardly more than a
slingshot and hidden in a tree on the femiliar grounds -of his land, could
knock out a well-armed and trained Redcoat 48 . ’

What the British and perhaps Gearge Washington himsalf considered “a
rabble in arms,” what had begun ta function before the declarad revolu-
tion—those working men and their hunting rifles, inflicting losses on the
British regulars—was in fact a guerrilla army which both prececed and saved .
Washington. : L ’

When Washington takes command of tha New Englanders, the new

Continental Army, he writes privatsly of them: ... their officars generally
speaking are the most indifferent kind of Veople | ever saw . .. | dara tay the
Men' would fight very well (i proparly Officered) although they are an
exceedingly dirty and nasty people.”%? More ravealing of the great divide
separating Washington and the New England militiamen is his stornful
" sisessment of thair courege 2nd the close relationship betwesr. the oificers

and soldiers:- ' . ‘ o

.-+ It is among the most difficult tasks | éver undertook in my

life to induce these people that there is, or can be danger till the

**See Winston Churchill’s A History of the English-Speaking Paoples, Volyme 3, The
Ape of Revolution: *The Americons were oparuting in their own country by their
own mathods, Each man fighting mostly on his own initiative, hiding bahind bushes
and In e tops of treas, they Inflicted severe tosualtios upon some of the best
regiments that Europe could muster. The precise drill and formaticns of Bourgoyne’s
men had no effect,” {p, 197] “Ha {Cinton} found himsalf faced, not with a regulaf
army In the flald, but with innumerabte guerrllla bands which harsssed hig communi-
rations and murderad Loyalists, It became evidont that 8 huge army would be neecod
to cccupy and subdue the country.” ip, 204),

"*K.ollanberg, op. cit., p. 112




Bayonet is pushed at their breasts; not that it preceeds from any

Uncomimon prowess, but rather from 4 unaccouniable kind of

stupidity in the lower class of these people which believe me,

Drevails but 190 generaity among the officers of the Massachu-

setts part of the Army who are neariy of the same kidney with

the Privates. , . .50 :

He pressés to increase floggings from an already excessive 100 lashes to
ngland officers cutting the hair of privates or

s, which he considers unbefitting the “dignity* ‘

{read: aristocratie, unper class) of officers, they ure tried and convicted.S!
1t s important to examine further that one aipuct of the New England
social revolution was the restructuring of the milltia sysiem within the
context of the Declaration of Independence, They had systematically
weeded out the officers of the old system and democratized it to the point
elecied hy their own ranks, Many of these new "officers"
ksmiths, shoemakers and ‘other workaers, They were not
“officers as Washingtan canceived them, Behind his pretantions to create 3
disciplined army out of the New England forces, Washinglon was in effect
suppressing the social revolution that had surfaced 5o maanificandy around
Loston and the Committees of Corresnondence, '
None saw, and least of all Georqge Washington, the commainder who
wanted just as great and disciplined” an army” as the British, ‘the crucial

significance of both the flexibility and creativity of the militia in fighting the -

quarrilla war, For example, Francis Marion, the well-known guetrilia fighter
of Squ:h_ Carolina,’ had Negroes ‘ighting with him when Washington ‘was

company of Massachusetts mititiamen called the Bucks of Anerice, all Megro
including its commander, was sccorded honors,

It has been customary to hail the perseverance of Washington, His
winter of discontent, Valley Farge, has bean transformed into a variant of
Christ-on-lhe-cross, with Washington and his troops suffering for the cause
they embraced. The rank-and-file soidiers surely did suficr, hut Washington's
aristacratic conceptions and practices assured that his suffering, if any, weas
minimal. He cominandeg in luxurious comfort, The fact is that Washingion,

"“fbid,, p. 152,
Y 14id., p. 219,
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Flag uf “Bucks of Americo," &ll-8lack Boston regiment of troops and ofticers
who foupht with colonists against British tyranny during Revolutionary War,

the southern slaveholders and the conservative merchants ware responsible
tor the detertoration of the revolutivnary struggle to the dismal plight of
Valley Fore, As a result of Washington's policy to create a traditional,
disciplined Eurapean-type army, he had come’into conflict with the revolu-
tionary miasses. Thay refused to suppart his reactionary concaption of an
army which would reinfoice the old, aristacratic class relations. The result is
that he was never able to command an army that went beyond 20,000,
despite the fact that there were upwards of 200,000 colonials invalved in the
fighting during the eight-year pariod of the Hevulutipnarv War,

Up to the outbreak of armed conflict, violence had been minimal at
the social class level, since most of the revolutionary ground had been won
earlier without the need of violence. The colonists had easlly isolated their
enemies, the Tories, through their activity in the Town Meetings, Sons of
Liberty, Committees of Correspondence and the “Body.” But once the
resort to arms bega, the violence became protracted.

This was not the result merely of the British force of urms; it was as
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much the determination of the nasceont ruling class of merchants and slave.
holders 10 replace the British bursancracy as rulers, They wanted 10 deteat -
the British, but were also detarmined 1o prevent the masses from gaining too
much power, And so the war dragged on, in sharp contrast to the initisl siege
aof Boston which routed the British forces when the colonials were not
saddied with power maneuverings, .

While ‘the mass of the colonists failed to support Washington in his

alvvays there at critical battles ta ‘prevent major disaster, As one Europesn
general observed, “Tha Americans tose 800 men in a day and 8 days later
1200 others rejoin the army, whereas to reptace 10 men in ihe English army
is 'qulte an undertaking,"52 This inexhaustibility and capability of patriot
forces, especially in the South and West where they successfully repulsed
British afforts to miiitarily‘spiit the colonies, ware certainly as importantin
the final victory as Washingtoa’s “'eontinentals,” if not more 50, .

The oppressed continued to advance their struggle despite corservative
opposition, Blacks like Pater Salem and Salam Poor &istinguished themsejves
in the early fighting at Breed's Hili {Bunker Hill}, Among Washington’s fiist
steps on being placed at the head of the new armv,r‘ was to dismiss the Black
soldiers, It was an incradibly stupid move, for the Biftish were quick to

. exploit it by promising freedom 1o Blacks that joined them. Thousands did
"fiee to the British, and Washington was thus threatenad by the very men who
had fought on his side. It took only a few months for him to correct the
stupidity that the slave system had instilled in him, By tha beginning of 1776
tio hed reversed himsalf and was permitting the enlistment of free Blacks, In
the end, a total of 5,000 Blacks fought in the revolutionary armies on all
fronts, with hone of the racial segregation that poisoned almuost all Jater
wars. This Black presence rrom than anything else made inevitable the
abolition of slavery in New England during (Vermont abolished slavery in
1777} and after the war,

“*Jonsen, Mertill, The Foundiug of 8 Natior;, Oxtord Univarsity Press, New Yark N v,

1988, . ZaT.
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IV, The Declaration
of independence

In practice, then, before it was put to pen, the colonists of Beston and’
Massachusetts had achieved near independence, Out of their social revolution
had come the proposal and drive for the First Continental Congress. Now,
with ita wonvening (Seplumber 1774, the revolution fuced the central
chillenge of all revoiutions, the second negation. The first Is the destruction
of thu old, which had been for all practical purposes accompiishad; the
tecond is the building of the new to replace the old government, the task the
‘colonists now tumed to. .

As they cams through New York, on thair way to Philadelphia, John
and Sam Adams were disheartened. The Sons of Liberty had baan decisively
defeatedd by the conservative merchents. A Philip Livingston alluded
pointedly to them as “Guths and Vandals,”53 Philadelphia wat no better,
John Adams was treated as though he had laprosy; he walked the straets in
solitude, “borne down by the ‘weight of care and unpopulsrity.”** Sam
Adams reported that there was '‘a certain degree of jealousy in the minds of

*Woodward, W.E., George Wazhington, Blue Ribbon Books, Horaca Liveright Inc.,

Now Yaork, N.Y,, 1926, p. 314. :
**Harlaw, Ralph V., Ssaws! Adams, Honry Holt & Co., New York, N.Y., 1973, p, 251,
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some, that we aim at a total independency, not only of the mother courttry,
but of the calonles, 1oo; and that, as we are a hardy and brave people, we
shall in time overrun them atl,”"5 5

The First Continental Congress approved three of the major aims of
the Bostonians. First, thcy approved the “Suffolk Retolves”” o set of
proposals which declared that colonists owed no abedience to a government
that had imposed the Intolerable Acts and should train and prepare them:
selves to resist with arms as fong as such acts remained in effect. it was
another one of the steps materializing independence before it was declared,
And this, not by ona city or twa, one state or two, but by all the colonies

combined {Georgia would join later), - . .

The sacond action defeated o “Galloway Plan’ which would have
continued to subject the colonies to Parliament's domination. Its. defeat
dealt a major blow to the conservation: force (Galleway luter left to join the
British). :

Third, they accepted the “Continental Associations,” essentially a
{orm of Sam Adams’s Sacred Luagus and Covenant, which called for an end
10 the import and export of goods ta Britain, enforced by committees in
gvery colony, city and town, It was the Bostonization of the colonial
movement; the committees of correspondence had beer nationalized—up to
apoint. ’ ‘ :

Tha Congrass was filled with conciliationism. Too many of the dale-
gates still hoped to win some form of reasonable concession on their
demands within the structure of the empire. John Adams deplored going
over ground long covered in Massachusetts, and later noted:

Géntlemen In other colonias have large piantations of

slaves and the common paople among them are very ignoiant”
and very poor. These gentlemen are accustomed, habituated 10
highe: notions of thamselvas, and the distinctions betwesn them
and the common people, than we 2re. And an Instantaneous
alteration of the character of a colony and that temper and thos2
sentimants which its inhabitants imbibed with their nother's
milk, and which have grown with their growth and strongthened
with their strength cannot be made without a miracle. | dread
the consequences of this dissimilitude of character, and without
the utmost caution on both sides and the most considerate
forbusiance with ono another, and prudent condescansion on
both sides, they will certainly ba fatal.5¢

3 1bid,, p. 236,
14 g ailenbarg, Bernhard, Washil and the Revolution, Machillan Co., New York,

¥

N.Y., 1940, p. 108. a4
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They were mired in parliamentary maneuvering with men philo-
sophically closer to the colanial Tory than to the revolutionary masses of
Boston, The people of Massachusetts, reported a correspondent of Adams,
were asking each other anxiously, “what is aur Congress abour, they are
flozing or amusing themselves™ £ 7 he betieved it was making the Tories saucy
and Whigs disheartened. New Englanders would storm Philadeiphia, disperse
Conrress and set up 2 military dictatarship, B

The refusal to face the issue of independence was straining the bands
of the Congress, It'appoints a committee {1775) to explain to the people
that Congress has no intention of declaring independence. Sam Adams
threatens a split. He will creste a New England Confederation, independent
of both Great Britain and the colonies.58 It is the most extrame step yet
anvisionad, It will mean that the sociul revoiution forved around the Boston
Committee will stand on firmer ground, though they may also have to stand
alone against the might -of Britain, Sam Adams’ threat begins to dislotdge the
obstacles to indepandence,

But even greater than his threst was the beginning of armed conflict.
British troops extended a probe of arms into the Boston counteyside, and on

“Apiil 19, 1775, exchanged fire at Lexingtan and Concord with "Minute-
men’" .. the colonial militia. The American Revolution begins, tha irre-
versible struggle tor independance is lacked with that “zhot heard ‘round the
world.’" Mearby, Sam Adains, now hunted along with John Hancock by the
British under an afficial arrest warrant, exclaims, “Ohl what a gloriaus -
_morning is this!" : ) )

This tirst fusillade, in which more than a hundied fell dead, soon
developed into a vearlong siege, The fury and ruge of tie embattled farmers
and Bortonians included the near massacre of the British troops es thoy left

. Concurd to retumn to Boston; the dafenss and defest—though moral
trivmph-at Breed's Hill {Battte of Bunker Hill}: conquez: of Fort Tironder
oga; transport of its heavy artillary over miles of rugged terrain; and the final
expulsion of the British out to ses, never to return. Nothing that followed
ever sustained the bolrdness and bravery of this siege. .

Tha declaration in deeds was meant for more than the British, it was

Miller, op. cit., p, 34%.
# Jansen, op, cit.. p. 587,

*Purte, Stephen G, ang Hudson, James H., ads., Ersays on the Amarican Revolution,
W.W, Nerton & Co,, New York, N.Y., i973; srticle by John Shy, “'The Militery
Conflict Considered as o Revolutionary War,"” o, 148,
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meant for the Congrassmen. One of them, rich, poweriul, master of hun-
dreds of slaves, a telative non-entity as a patriot, slightly experienced in
"military matters 2nd o confidant of conservatives, got the message; he began
10 appear at sessions of the newly convéned Second Continental Congress
{May 10, 1775) in fuil mifitary dress. it was George Washington, and his
uniform was his most revolutionary statement up to this painu

Still, the Congressmen deley any formai statement f incependence.
The hesitation in taking the ultimate step of separation trom Mather Eng-
land was not only the result of left-over loyaltics and selfish pecuniary
motives. 1t also stemnmed from a failure to listen to tha message clearly given
by the people, whd in their practice in the battlefietds of the countryside
and streets had atready declared independencs. Colonial merchants did not
want to lose trade privileges enjoyed under the British flag and this element
served to delay a formal declaration. Also, fears were expressed by many
delegates that anarchy or despotism would raplace British authority.

But the concrete fact was that the massas of Massachusetts had created
an army, and appaals were pouring in to Cengress te adopt it. The question
was: who would tead it if it were adopted? John Adams toak the initiative,
and approved the slavehalder from tha South, Georye Washington, “This,
appointment,” he. seid, “will have a great effect in cementing and securing
the union of these colonies.”’69 ' ' ‘

11 did that. Conservatives, rich Jandholders, slave owners, wealthy mer-
chants, the upper class in generu! could be assured with Washington in the
cantral position that the patriots’ cause would not turn dongerously into &
social revolution, that the power and properties of the rich would not be
disturbed. i

Sam Adams, 'The Man of the Revolution,! as Thomas Jofferson,
|ater described him, agonized. Though he had been successful in having
Congress adopt the New England forces as a basis for a Continental Army, he
bagan to “Harnlet-ize” himseif. He now began to think he was unfit, bocause
of age and lack of ability, 10 be employed in "founding empires,”52 He was
right, but not because of his age, 63, nor lack of abitity, but because the
Congress was being built te found an empire, He was surrounded by
pretenders-to-power, hustlers: it was a dastructive setting fur a revolutionary

“Sﬁru, Louis Martin, Gearge Washington, T. Crawell Co,, New York, N.Y., 1832, p.
5.
$11giller, op. cit., p. 343.

$1Harow, 0. cit., p. 286,
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formed by the social revolutionary impulses of Boston,

Now, at the pinnacie of power, the enemy was no longer the foreigner
he had fought; here he spoke, dressed und strutted about as a true patriot,
These “patriots” obstructed the ties that had bound him with the veomanry,
Blacks, workers and others of the natural revolutionairizs, Now, when he
most needed the direct influence of such workers, he had to grapple with the
problems alone, Republicanism, representative government, fell short of the
revolutionary reality when “The Wheels of Providence seemed to be in their
swiftest motion.”’5? Few had gone as far as he in pen, pedium or “praxis.”
The later philosaphics of Hegal and Marx superceded Locke because Sam
Adams had taken Locke as far a5 he could go,

Meanwhlie, the idea of independence eould not long be denied. In his
pemphlet Common Sense, Thomas Paine articulated what was 'already
known by every American foot soldier: that it is absurd to insist upon
loyalty to the nation you are fighting as your enemy, By the spring of 1776
many coloniel legislaturas instructed their delegates to the Continental
Congrass to support a vote for independence, On June 7, 1776, a committes
including Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sher-
man and Robert R. Livingston, was appointed by the Continental Congress
to draft a farmal declaration of independance, . ,

For all the forous of actioh, of ideas, of deepening those forens that
mean to carry through the revelution again;t 2 middle class leadership—
including thé best of them like Sam Adims, and bafora the complete
counter—ravolgtion withih that revoiution that found jts expression in the
Constitution—the banner thot was ralsed to the world was the Declaration of
Independence: Al ren are crosted exqual, )

Whether it was in England itself, or as far away as Haiti, where a young
aroup of Haitians, including Hanri Christophe who had rarticipated in the
revolutionary siege of Savannah and later fought for his country’s inde-
penderce; whether it sounded the tocsin for the great French Sevelution as
Marx saw in the 18th century or became an inspiration for Latin American
revolutions, nathing so stirred the American colonists, nathing so stirred the
international spirit of the aje as the Declaration of Independence,

What most people did not know, however, was the retreat from that
universal declaration, Primary author Jetferson (ihe fathar of muiatto chil-
dren whom he kept as slaves) capitulated to the southarn pressure 1o which he

Tribi, p. 286,
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belonged by omitting the following original paragraph attacking the British
King's slave policy in the colonies from the final draft of the Declaration of
independence:

He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violat:

ing its most sacred rights af life and liberty in 1he persons of a

distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying

them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable

death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the

opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian

king of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where

MEN should be bought and seid, he has prostituted his negative

for suppressing every legislative attempt 10 prohibit or 10 restrain

this execrable commerce; and that this sssemblage of hatrors

might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting these

very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that

liberty of which he deprived them, by murderisg the people

upon whom he aiso obtruded them; thus paying off former
crimes committed aginst the liberties ot one pecple with crimes
which he urges them to commit against the fives of another.®*

Along with the |- tantion of slavery was also the 1o0tal disregard of
weman's rights. 1t wasn't only that what Abigail wrote to John Adams was
unknown by anybody and unheard by John, it was an actupl manifestation
of tha uniinished revalution, ’ ) :

At the ame time, it would be totally wrong to think that this victory
of the merchant and’ slave-owning class lett intact the sume type of “'balance
of powers’ which the colonists had brought from England. Quite the
contraty. The inst national revoiution against the imperial domination of .
another, country was succassiul and did establish new ground for world
humanity as a whole. ’

Massachusatts did move o declare slavery iltegal in 1783; 5,000 slaves
did gain their freedom through participation in the American Hevolution,
And of the many more thousands that fled=either to Florida where the~
Indians gave them refuge, or 10 Britain which promised them freedom but
batrayed that promise, or 10 Canada or the West Indies—these became the
very beginnings of the next historic swage for the strugge for freedem:

- TFrankun, op. CiL, pps 120- 100,




abolitionism, Indeed, from Jmong the Blacks who fought in this revolution
would come those who became founders of the sbolitionist nmovement, like
Prince Hall.

This cannat, naturally, whitewash that first incompleted American
revolution. indead, imbedded in the fork-tonguedness of the Constitution is
the ambivalence and contradiction which later brought about both the
Indian and Civil Wars, It remains today as the damand upon this generation
to once and for all complete the revalution 3s a social revolution, The next
American Revolution will not stop half way.




