Hovenbar 6, 1575

Unur Friends:

How can you adequately summarize the series of lectures on "Women
as Thinkers and as Revolutionaries" that we have just concluded in Detroit at
UCAE, when it had a scope so vast that the participants inthe class wers soms=
times unable to oven formulate their questions afterwards, baecause they were
"overwholmed”, to usn their own words? There werz not a single question facing
tho movement for ireedom today -- whether it was the relationship between spei=
‘taneity and organizztion, botwoen theory and practice, botween philosophy and
rovolution, botwean werkors and intolloctuals, or the rolationship botwoon the
vaces, tho sexes, or tho historic ages -~ that tho loctures did not 41luminate,

The running thoma throughout the oniire serics was tho dual rhythm

o_i‘ rovolution == as it is oxprossod in tho movemont from practica to thoory
~ AWD the movoment from thoory to practico -- soon in the movement of woman

throughout history, Tha loctures wore thus tho kind of oxtension of Philosophy
zhd Fovolution that dooponed it so greatly that Raya is now considoring theso-
as tho framowork of & wholo now book, In fact, sho oxtended an invitation,
during tho locturas, to othars who would wish to work with hor on it, and 8@
it as oxclting an organizational dovolopmont for this yoar as tho HSA locture
was for last yoor, ' :

First, lot's tsko tho question of the fantastic amount of shoox .

"Iacts" Raya unearthod in hor voluminous rosding for tho courso. ( Tho biblio-
graphy for tho sories is an oducational in itsolf -~ and Roya oxpandod it groat-
1y at ovory looturo --ask John, who carried all tho books to class for her

cach wook), Novor was it eloarer to mo what Hogol means when ho dascribos

tacts as "omerging out of ground”, Roroad paragraph 2 of p. 11 of our Por-
svoctivos Bullotin and think of the way Faya teck both the "facts" that havo
boon burdiod in the countloss difforent bocks sho read, and tho facts.that sll
cf us havo heard so often wo may think we know thom by hoart, and pmsantc_ad

thom in so now & rolationship with all ino othor fucte of history and philesophy
that somothing totally now is socn in thom, - : - :

' Tako tho two loctures on iiorking Womon and on tho Black Dimensicn,
which we may think wo know 5o woll alroady, Raya travolod in tho locture
on VIORKING WCMEN all tho way from 1647 (whon the first maidts potiticn was
PenTod Eo Tho British Parlimmont to domand "liborty ovory socond Tuesday") all
tho way to our own poried of tha '50s, '60s and '70s (whon sho deals with

" tho seamstrass Rosa Parks who startod tho Black Rovolution, tho oloctrical
workor Angola Torrano who talks about Automation in M&F, and tho rocont do-
volopmonts in CLUM) -= all to show how critical it is to grasp what comos :Erom
practice and from "gaining'a mind of cna's own". As Reys puts ity though in-
tolloctuals may lovo tho oxprossion "in tho boginning was tho word”, tho truth
ie that in tho haginning wne lahar. tho dood -- and not just as gourco for
somoono olso's word, but as Subjoct, Rayn takos us from the 17th conwwy
through tho 18th, and wo moot ovoryona fram o indonturod sorvants of tho
Amoviean Ravolution to Mery Wolstoncraft -- tmt sho dwolls on tho-19th and
20th canturies bocauso it is thoro that wo havo, finally, mo_mr.s:ss movemento
as croativo powor, ‘Tho first groat womcn's striko in Amordieca ot m lggﬁkﬂ‘s
in 1824, and tho climax in tha Fi.rst Fomalo Roform Association in 184%,
tho 1848 rovolutions in Europo and tho Sonoca Falls Convontion in Amorica,
are all put in tho historic framowork not only of Marx's discovor}'.of A now
sontinont of thoupht, tut of Flora Tristan's call for a Workingman's Intorna-
tional that prodated Mirx's call by two dooadus, to domonstrato that when tho
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dosirn for iroudom is this powerful, it is "in tho elr” ovorani ¢ at onte
and tho irtclloctusl catchos 1t in thought bocauso so many workors have dorn
it &1 dood for so many yoars bofore. fnd tho story doos not stop thorc, o
500 what happons whon tho rovolutions of 1848 uro dofontod, Tho countor-
sovolution takes its toll, but somothing now that has boen born cannot bo
totally crushod, it still stirs undorground —- and 3t burst forth in ovory=
thing fvom tho Taiping Robollion in China to tho Civil War in tho u.S,
only afior which can tho National Labor Union arisg, ‘This groat tursting
forth of tho labor movomont is not "imporsonal” == we sco it in tho strrgplas
of Augustd Lowis uho holped to organize tho first printer's union whon the
Knights of Labor had 50,000 women mombors, and Clara Lomlich who ealled for
tho first, egonoral strike the East Coast over saw, and Roso Schnoidarman wic
organized. 120,000 ag a funoral for tho 143 womon who dicd in the Trianglo
Firo, not-only to mourn but to cxpross solidarity with tho unorganizod worke.
f"i 1911, And you camnot holp bri think of what it shows of "gountor-rovoliv-
on” . not only from without % from within, that tho MYTimos this Sunday
roporglg’/ gi-%rkﬁ“&éfﬁanding majority” -- with four out of five workors in th=2
U.S. stil) unorganizod, a groct majority of them, obviously, womon,

* * *

1

! . . .

.I Or tako tho locturo on the HLACK DIMENSION: which Raya prosentzl
es a good timo to learn a now lznguapgo -- tho languago of -thought, Hack
thought.* Sha dovelopod the concopt of "timo as the placo for humen devoics
mont” by concontrating on spocific historie turning points and what:thoy
meant, . ‘Tt was bocause of their intogral connection with oach of those his-
toric »dints that six Black mon woro brought into this locturo: Nat Turnes,
1831; Fhodorick Douglass, 1848 and 1867; WEB DuBois, Marcus Garvey and
Claude McKay, 1919; and Frants Fanon, tho 1060s, The themo, throughout was
tho activity of Elack women not only as bravery btut as thought, and thoir
story not only as suffering but as croativity, the em-tivity of new idoas
and of now forms of struggle. Thus, it was aftor Nat Turnor's hanging ot
tho guostion to bo answered was how to transcond the isolated slave. ravol®s
in order to ond slavory, and tho now form croated was tho Undorground Roil-
rond, of which tha most famous corductor was Herriot Tubman, - Bub whon wo
hear of her in history, she is not prosentod as -a thinkor and a loador --
of both mon and womon, both Hlacks and whitos, In tho samo way when wWo hnoar
of Sojournor Truth we hoar of hor courago, but not of hor tromondous thought,
or tho philosophy sha earried in hor vory namo. Nor arc we made awaro thit
though only & Hlack man, Frodorick Douglass, would agroo to chair tho farat’
mooting of tho womon to digeuss thoir rights as womon, by +ho timo it cemo
to 1867 oven Douglnss said that though ho agrood "in principle” that.tho wamen
should havo “tho vote, it was not tho timo. It was then that Harriet Tukmex
and Sojournor Truth rofused to ecctpt his leadership, torming even the Blaex
min “short-mindod”, and remaining with the white women in their struggles to
the very end.

Whon wa got to the '80s and '30s and the Hlacks ars supI‘USedl!'
froe but have not got their 40 acres and 2 mule, thoy got instead tho KKK
and lynchings as tho way oiwhito civilization, and a now stage bogins. A%
tho turh of the contury DuRnis bogins to fight agninst Booker T. Washingtor®s

Ehilosophy and tho Niagara movoment is organizod, Wo o not heas °f 12 Barnott-
lolls , a co~foudor of tho organization, and editor of thoir publication =-
but it was sho who soparatod from DuBois bocause sho thought tho organization
too mild, DuPBois bolioved that every culturc has its "talontod tenth” and 1%

15 tho Hlack intolloctuals who will bring fruciom b tho massos. Sho didn't.

And wo will soon soo how tho talonted tonth, in fact, workcd sgainst the masses.
1o W1l soc that just as tho 19 contury was 2 contury of goniud: “ho 20th
vontury dividoed into two, not on tho qunstion of "goniug" tut on tho quostlgn
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ol nationalism and intomationalism, Tho two HMack ron whn ontor Listory hore
aro Marcus Garvoy and Claudo McKay. Garvoy was a rolativoly uneducuted Wost .
indian and MeKay was a poot, a Marxist, an intornatienalist, Like DuBois ho
¥ay an educatod intollectual, tut unliko DuBols ho rocognized what Garvoy ropro-
sonted -- tho Hlack prido oxprossod in notionalism, and tho croativity that sew
six million Blacks flock to Garvoy in 1919 whon tho KKX had Blood flowing in

tao stroots and gvoryono was saying tho Blacks couldn't ba orpanizod. Contr 4%
that to DuBois who was so ashamod of Garvoy and tho “unoducatod” oncs that ho
actually tried to holp tho govornmont doport Garvoy, '

fdow cloar it is that literscy

has nothing tn do with eroativity is showm in ovorything from tho 1929 A Riuls
13 Nigoria, whon tho Nigorian womon the British tricd to tax deofeatod not only
Eritish imporialism and thoir own ®hiofs, but crcated a solirfarity amcag all

the tribas -- to the strike 4n Horth Carolina 4in 1937 whon tho Hlack tobacco
vorkers wore told by overyonc that thoy couldn't win -~ in tho South, all women,
and all Black -- gid thoroupon organizod thomsolves and won. At evory stage

%o have a history of the bravory and the thought and tho philosophy of the Hack
wemen -- who have not hesitated, oithor, to broak with thoir own Black men,
vaothor it is Amy Jacque Garvey in 1919, whe edited a woman's page in tho Norre
Y¥orld and, criteising tho Nogro mon as too halting, wroto "Mr, Black Man, watzkh
your stopl” -- or whothor it was tho Hlack Parthor womon whe challenged the
Panthor men when thoy woro roady to give over the women's timo on an agonda 4o
Apthoker, =~ : '
..« . Tho women whe £i11 tho '60s aro so great and so many it is impossibic
to bagin to namo thom, but thoy strotch from Gloria Richardson, Daisey Botos =4 .
" Rosa Parks all tho way to Joen Little. Whon wo soo, despito all this:history, -
2 book produced called thronielos of Hlack Protest that doas not includo a
singlo woman's volco w=- nog aven Harriot Tubman or Sojournor iruth, who rate c AR
a picture -~ it bocomos clear why Doris' quostion: "Whon tha time comes to put
< down tho gun, will you shovo a broom In my hands?" is not a matter of putting
2 proeondition on hor activity for rovolution, but a metter of posing the questica
of What Comos iftort as tho question wo havae to answer now,

* » »*

I It is again tho rolationship of .theory to practico that is tho red
hread running through tho lecturos on Women Thoorists Today and on Litorature
ad Rovolution, tut the oxcitamont is heightonod, porhaps,bocauss so mueh of
the matoriel Raya devoloped was totally now to all, At tho-locturo en tho
AGMEN TMEORTSTS TCXDAY wWo woro told from the start thet wo would bo discovering
vhat is meant by thoory rooted in philosoph and "thoory" which is not. For
that wo had to turn first to Marx and grapple with tho fact that ovon ho, thoush
ho had already discovored Ms great now continant of thought in 1844, as late as
tho 1860s when ho was writing Capltal, gtill considered thoory difforent from
practice, an "argument with other Yiocroticians"., It was only after sceing the
actual struggles for tho shortening of tho working day, which Marx callod groator
thon the Doclaration of the Rights of Men, that Capital was roworked and that
groat new secticn ai'od, whilo tho arguments with othor thooroticians was wovad
to tho vory end. Tho quostion we must nsk is; what would your job bo as a

“Woman thoorist, 100 yoars lator, if you bolioved that Marx's cancopt of theory
is tho right ono? Simono do Soauvoir spends ono single santoneo on tho Paris
Compmo of 1871, Thoro woro 3000 riombors of the Comittoe for tho Dofonso of
Paris. And thoro woro groat wemon like Louise Michel, a poot, a toacher, a
workor. Yot all Simono do Boauvoir can say is that for ovory Louiseo Michel
(vhoso groatnoss sho cannot deny) thore woro thousands of womon who wora backwardj
Tho Seeond Sox was publishod in 1949, when workors werc posing highly philosophic
quostion of what kind of labor human boings should do, but nano of this ontors
hor thinking, Nono of tho rovelutions or rovolutionarios moan anything to hor.
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Fot pmitriova, not Flora Tristan, not Rosa Luxowburg. Sho cays ‘cho wemen wwho
bogan the 1917 Russian Rovolution didn't roally loow what thoy woro doing,
And whom doos sho praiso? Somo of tho proatost womon, to hor, wore Stakhanio-
vitost Hor "thoory"leads hor to wind up cailing women's approssion man's
burdon -- and becauso it is his fault, wo supposodly must wait for men to fron
us, Sho has missed ontirely tho now stapo of WL that bogan in the '40s whon
womon woro driven into tho factorios and thon out agnin at tho ond of tho war
Sho follows Sartro and nis Bxistontialism ovory stop of tho way. Holl is cthes
poopla and to hor woman 15 othor, tho Soeond Sox, tho subordinato ono.
Botty Froidan couldn't shine hor shoos, but sho got hor numbor in the intos-
viow pocently publishod 1n tho Saturday Roviow of Litoraturc.
Or tako Kato

‘Millett's Sexual Politics. Sho doos soo tho rolationship to history, Wt
it is not tho history of class strugglos sho rocognizos. Sho dividos history
into two parts, £ll on tho ‘basis of womon -- which sho ralls
revolution, and from 1930 on, vhich so secs only as countor-rovelution, But
shc thoroby misses out on ovorything from tho CcI0 to tho Spanish Rovolutlon
in the '30s along ~- and whon you como to tho now stagoe today you cannot
£ind whoro it comos from., Sho thinks Simono do Eoauvoir is great —- which
only shows that sntolloctuals "undorstand" intollcctuals hotter than whet
comas from bolow .
If wo movo Lo Juliot Mitchell's Women's Estato Wwo come
faco Lo faco with Structuralism appllicd to tho WIM, Althugsor says if you
combino tho nconomies of Marx with Froud, you'll got groat things. Mitchol X
coes tho "moment® that preducss roveltuden as whan a groct loodor talls y2.
vhat to do. Sho winds up boing & roal imporialist chauvinisi concludiing
that only tho advanced womon of tho Wost can start tho rovolution, and she
says that novor doos class eonsoiousnoss ccme . Irom baing at tho point of pwo-
duction; tho party alone brings you class consciousnoss. Sho quotos Lenin's
~Whet is to bo Done?” disrogarding the fact that Lonin changod his mind ton
timas after ho wroto that. . 7 :

' o " what is thora wunifying all thoso womont - Tho revo-
Tutionary potty-bourgols intolloctuals, themsolvos victins of tho division
botwoon montal and manual lakor, aro always raady to hand ovor tho rolo of
workors' solf-omoneipation to Tho par+y. .. Thoy o not soc the human dimension
a3 the movemont of massos in tho-act of uprooting tho old and croating ko
now, but as "tho oxistontial projoct"., But tho most sorious to contend with
is Shoila Rowbotham, who is 2 noer-Trotskyist. Sho takos up 300 yoors of
history, but ono look at tho titlos of hor chaptors rovoals that thoy aro
complotoly sbsont of ony philosephy. Sho is an historian, tut bocaiso sho
doosn't soc any movemont in history, hor conception of rovolution goos back
. +a "consciousnoss." In tho Fobruary Russian Rovolution, the womon wore bravo
tut not conscious of what thoy woro doing. Sho agroos that women do hove to
coganize autonomously, but sho brings thom right back to tho nood for tho
party and tho eonsciousnoss that tho 1loodors will bring. T 280 pages of
history, Resa Luxomburg is not ovon montioned, just bocauso sho didn't writo .
diroctly on women; thoro is nd sopopmition that hor thanry of SPOYIt&“O?-’f'Y
is ono of tho most important for us to talco up in our 8EC and ospeclally
~n womon. Sho winds up, liko Mitcholl, concluding that tho Hlack ard Oriontal
womon aro not up to the domands our apo is making. For hor
ism cchabit uncosily” and sho pivos us precanditions for rovelution,
than WL, boing an Idea whoso timo hes coma, ROW -
gtraction imposcd on womon. To hor, WL 15 8 Particular form that conorotizes
tho Univorsal of tho new sociotys Fut, unloss it is furthor concrotized in
#ho Tndividunl, wo will novor go% tharo -- and Roubotham cannot :0vo to that
bocause sho donics tho four forcos nf rovolution that wo rocognizo ~= tho
workors, tho Blacks, tho youth and tho women == and without thoso forvos
you havo to wind up rolying ~n the olite party to bring you soeialism.
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thic is what all tho womon theorists wind up with, Apl what contrasts thom all
n tho now kind of ercativity wo havo socn oxprossed by tho Throo Mardns, and
aspoedally by Maria Barrono,

* * *

Tho loeturo ~n LITERATURE AND REVOINTION was ovon moro broathtaking
In its scopo, ard none eould miss tho Turthor light this locturo shods on tho
discuss‘:}nn of culture at tho Executivo Sossion of our rocent Pionum. We waro
shovn that groat crisos, such as tho ovo of Civil War or Rovolution, pormit tho
srtists o poreotvo roality in a new way eud that new charactors that cro croated
not only givo a borcoption of that poriwod, tut an anticipation of tho now, Rays
started at the vory boginning -- with 500 3 C. which was the holrht of Gresk
Philosophy -- and tho boginning of its ond. From thoro she discussod overything
irom tho Orostoin in which your dosire to soo Orestos jwiged not guilty is so
groat you don't oven recognizo tho malo chauvinism in Athena's speech -- to
Virginia Wonlf's “A Romm of .One's Gun y which Raya considors one of the finost
Piocos of literary critieism ovor writton —- to all tho porsonal rulationships
wiat are so difforent during proat rovolutionary poriods, Thus not only did
dteka borrow fwen Mary Wolstoneraft, and dodieato ono of the finost poems to hor,
but we find that in the samo Froup in London in, 1792-93 thore wore Mary Wolston-
craft, William Tom Paino ond William Godwin, &1l undor thoe impact of bath
Fronch Rovolutions. Raya discussod in deotail Wuthoring
fmily Bronto on thu ovo of tho 1848 rovolutions, which is
recomized as important now, but cnly Bacauso it was by a woman writory it has
not yet boen roengnizod as boing on tho samo lovol of groatness, if not greater,
:t-hnn Thackery or Dickens of her own ago. . "Du Boauvolr says that Kathy's: cry
'L am Hoatheldff" is the groutost sontonco in the book, but says nothing about
Hoatheliff's much moro ravealing cry for Kathy nover to loave him, All miss that
tie author created entiroly now charactors and stops ovor tremondous barriers,
Ly croating ghosts whon nocossary, MarX said you can loarn ‘more from great
novals than from classical political oconomy., For.whon you aro a genius, tho'tals
witapas youy. thoro is a movomont to the craation of the plot and the charactors
that makes you soo mors than you intondott’ to soo, (Raya road the footnote in
MiF on form and contont == Tty 83 -a which, incidontally; is a footnote to tao
soction in MF on fotishism of eommoditios, o

i

. : Sho took up tho.groatness of tho
Amoriecan Period on the ave of tho Civil War, when Moty Dick.was writton, and
laborated on this poried of Poa, Hawthorno, Molvillo, and Erookdale Ferms, with
spocial attontion to Margaret Fullor, a journalist » & histor dan and a groat
author who wroto directly on womon 4n the 19th century. Tho swoop Raya crvored
was 50 groat it eamnot oven bo "listod”, but it took up avory,.. contury right up
to our own day. And on the American sceno she dwelt espocially on the Hlack
writors, and tho Harlom Renaissance that developed botweon tho first and second
World Wars, with which the Black dimonsion brourht us somothing entirely now in

language, The HFlack womon poots woro scon as groater then tho man, with Gwando-
Lyn Braoks and dudro Lordo singled out aspocislly and somo of their pooms road
outs And finally, Reys rclated 4% all Lo how Hopol doals with iiterature whu
ho takes wp tho Groeks and Shakospoare and soos that it is tho stage of con-
sclousness at a spocific poriod that ercatos th. Zorm of oxpression, so hat at
one point thore is tho move from opic pootry to drama, and tho chorus is secen as R
tho whole pcople participating. When 5.0l takos up tragody wo seo that Lysdstrala
is notjust a question of womon vs, mon, hbut womon vs, war -~ the Womon aro
defintely at 2 highor stago than tho mon. Wo sco that it is when now societies
aro boing erestod that now forms of litorature are croate’ ' Tho question at the
prosont momant is whother wo, also, aro roing to havo & now form appear. This
is vhy Rayn folt that tho Thros Marias is not only semething totally new in
literature, but perhaps tho greatest thing that has arison. Tho Yarles sce nlf:.
of litorature as ono big lotter ono porson has writton to anothor, and in writing
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to oach othor thoy rovoal what womon have boon throush tho Yoars. Roya road so0m0
of tho most boautiful and poworful scoticns from this work -- and it was wnmis-
zakeablo that thoso womon wantod a totally difforent rovolution, that would not
bo distortod but bo the bogimning of somothing totally now, in all rolations.

* * *

. Which Yrings ws, finally, to tho vory first locturo -« and

+ tho final onoj tho twWo src as intiratoly connoctod, 1 fool, as wors tho first
«nd last chaptors of Philogorhy and Rovolution, Tho vory first Jocturo on Rugsis
1917, Gormany 1919, Portupal 1475, had plungod us into rovolution as act, and a3
scusciousnoss -- but so tightly moried that cach bocamo somothing other than

what it started out, as dialoctics lod tho participants to groat, now croativity.
Paye took up 1917 as Rovolution, 1919 as Countor-rovolution, and 1975 as on-

going Rovolution, which has yot to run its coursoc.

‘ ’ : Just tho tolling of the talo ol
tho first Tive days of tho Fobruary Rovoluiion in Russia 1917 rovoalod how it was
that tho womon toxtilo workors in Potrrgrad whe went on striko against the advicn
of all, ineluding the Bolshoviks, not only transformod:a quiot colotration of
Intornational Women's Day into 2 rovolutlen, ot thorobty transformed histoxy.

(Yot this is tho very act thd% somo of tho womon theorists aro now seying prove?
only thoir courago) thoy “didn't know what thoy woro dping".) '

Turning to Gormany

1919, wo axamine® tho rovolution not aleno as act, bub as Jondor, forco, roascns -
“and maptyrdom, It is impoasiblo %o summarize briefly all tho matorisl Raya de-
volopod on Rosa Luxomburg both as activist and thoorotician -- frem hor fight 1+
1899 against tho rovisionisis, ‘1od by Bornstoini to hor activity in tho 1905 Rua-
sian Rovolution and hor davolopment of tho theory of tho Gonoral Striko {(which
trought in tho quostion of spontanoity and orpenisation); to hor roturn to Gor-
masy and the boginning of hor fight with Kautsky in 1910, four long yoars boforo
tho outbroak of WWY and lanin's broak with Kautskys to hor 1913 thoory of accum=
_ lntion and discussion of imporialism, hor wrong position on tho Hational Queostics,
Tut her unstiorvin- hailinge of tho 1917 tucsisn tovelution, wor long years in
prison and the short two end a half menths she lived after her releage from prison
4n 1519, during which brlef poricd she nonicthnloss managed to ‘pgtablish an indo-
rondent: CF and callod for workors' councils. As Raya put it, thoro is nothing
movo stupid than thoso who do not tako hor up Just because sho did not write diroc~
tly on women, for wo can loarn moro from hor groatest mistakes than from all their -
nqisdon", What stood out in Raya's rocounting of Rosa's 1ifo -- and death-— was
tho complota nsorarability of hur activity and hor thoory. (Yot this was tho woman
that somo of todey's women thoorigts oithor ignoro or, liko Simono do Boauvoir,
say moroly "followed” Ioitimocht, A solf-portrait roproduccd in Nottl's work
which Raya displayod mado it ospocislly disgusting to think of DoBoauvoir's dosig-~
notion of hor.as "ugiy®. BDub whet wms ono of tho most provocative ques tiong was
the onc Raya posed as to why thero was ne ronl collaboration botwoen pithor Lonin
or Trotsky with Luxomburg, ho ngamaradoric” botwoen oficial moot:l.ngs-)Th Third

' (-]

Act wag the Portuguoso Rovolution of our own poricd -~ In which wo would sos the
revolution as massos in motien and faco tho question of mihat happens aftert”
Havin~ seen tho ravolution 2s Actuality in 1917, and as Roason in 1919, w

would soo how, long kofoTo it appoars, *ho rovolution 1is prosont in tho rostloss-
noss and tho quosticning from bolow, nasa roviowod what it meant for thrge womon
An fascist Portugal to got togothor and talk, and produco & groat work, which w&s
callod "orotie” and for which thoy were throvn in jail, It was horo that wo hed
to turn to tho quostion of what is a uphilosophy of 1iboration" ~- and roturn to
Marx's discovory of a wholo new continont of thought i 1844, and his Humanlst
Essays in which ho had posed as tho most fundamental rolation of all,y tho relation
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of men to weman, Wa woro shown that from 1843 vhon Marx broke with bovrioois
socloty, to 1883 and hic doatk, whothor 1% was *ho natienal yuostion, or tho
rolationship of mon to womzn, whethor 3t was the dinloctie of dovelopmont in
thoupht, or in action, what was furiamental wes lho dual rhythm, tho socond
?oirativity, tho broaking down of tho old AND tho croation of tho now, which is
o longer and tho far moro 2ifficult task, It was this that wo had to considor
vhon witnossing Portupal, whoro tho firet WL domonstration aftor the 1974 ovor-
fl'-hrow of fascism was ettackod, not by faseists, but by Commmnists, Tho ostabw
Mshmont of now human rolatians could not bo loft for tho day aftor tho rovolution,
?nrl HL cannot bo viowod as a “doviatinn” from tho rovolutlon, but tho proof

<hat now human rolations aro boing ostaklishod,

* * *

It was this to which wo roturnod arain, diroctly, in tho
final locturo on PHILOSCPEY AND REVOLUTION, as wo roviawod tho doublo rhythm of the
rovement from practico to thoory and from thoory to practico, oach of which is
irruiueiblo, and tho unity of which is what, alono, croatos somothing now,
) Wo worc

.-:hov.m 1789 as moro important for us than 1776 bocausa 1789 was opainst tho cnomy
insilo, and croatod a now way of lmowing, Wo woro sherm tho Fronch Rovolutien
\a.sr not only givin_g birth to Hogel's great philosophy, but to overything from
_ -Iery Wolstoncraft's writing in Britailn, to Boothovén's music in Austria, Wo

wora Introduced to Hopol's catopgorios 'in tho Phanomonclogy of Mind and to tho
now alionations that Spirit is constantly oxporioncing. Wo saw tragedy as facing
..ho.:['act that ono ago is passing and &nothep coming , and groat litoraturc as
arriving whon you have thoso- froat erdsos in tho objoctive wordd, Wo saw timo
as both tho continuity of history and as the placo for human dovclopmont. Wo
wora faced with why nono of tho women thoorists have soon what has como -from tho
rmovoment Lfrom vroctico, and how it is philosophy that croatos the hums for ovory-
thing olso. Wo raviowod tho thremost important Hogolian catogorios of Univorsel
Perticuhrand Individual, and saw Univorsal as what wo ara gtriving for, ut as
abstract; Particular as tho first concrotization; end Individuel as tho-highost
point of tho ecneroto when you aro actually living tho now relations, We saw

'68 as supposadly the highpoint of tho Now Loft Rovelutien of tho '60s, Wt woro -
confrontod with rocognizing that '70 was tho hijhpoint of tho countere-revolution--
not bacause of Kant State only, tut far worse bocause of Jackson s Mississippl
und the broak that camo within tho movomont betwoon whito and Hlack, And wo
wore ablo to soo thai this is what has alse happonod in tho WIM, who havo sufforod
from thoir own "fixod partiewlar", Aftor Raya wont into Seriro's male-chauvinism
with somo amnzing quotations from his works, wo could undorstand that tho fixod
particulayr for Simomo dn Boauvoir was Existontlalism, just as for tho cther womon
thoorists it has turnod out to b "party to load" bocause they all consider
wemen as backward,  Their matornalism is worse than patornalism —- and thoir

diroction is all away from tho actual movomant from bolow,
Aftor the impaoct of theso

31X tromendous lectures, tho final parapraph of Philoscphy and Revolution surely
hed 2 deeper moaning for all:s "Ours 43 tho apo that can meot the challengo of tho
times when wo work cut s now a rolationship of thoory to practico that tho prool
of tho unity is in tho Subjoct's own solf-Covelopmcat, Philosophy and rovolution
will first thon liborato tho innato talonts cf men and wemon who will become whole,
Whothor or not wo racomizo that this is tho task history has assigned to our

opoch, it is a task that romains to bo “ono."
* *

»
Yhat romains for us to answ how wo will usc thoso six
locturos, long bofore thoy bocormo now book, ed/fround to make "philesophy and

rovelution as organizational tuilder” a reality,
Yours, Olpa
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