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Raya Dunayevskaya

ON_THET THREESHOLD: FHILOSOPHIC PHEPARATION FOR _HEVOLUTION

PART ONEy THE CGLOBAL MINEFIELD
1) From the Avab-Tsraeli Mar, 1973, to the Downfall of Nixon and Cyprus War, 1974

[}
Ya're treading in a global minefield. The crucible of events
thego past 10 months since we last met in Convention has revealed our world
to be that global minefield.

- From the October, 1973 war and its revelation of the disintegration
of West Europe wder the impact of the Arab use of oil 2s a "political weapon"
when, In fact, it was an economic thunderbolt to the world"order," the global
minefield has re-emerged in three other, scemingly unrelated; guisss: the
-downfall of President ¥ixon, the outbrealk of still another war, and wor'l.d
econcmic recession, all the gold flowing from oil notwithstanding.

.Paradoxical as 1t may sound, the corrupt Nixon was made culprit of
the Yetergate cesspool, that is to say, the patriot-scoundrel was'laid ‘on the
-sacrificlal altar of the decadent capitalist ayastem shich had brought him to
pover in its own_imare, for which it has d.esignad the total cover-up--the
“olean" idol, President Ford.

: The real truth, however, 1s the shoc.d.ng disclosure that Dafense
Becretary yelilosirger wouldn't so much as take a vacation during the im-
peachment procecewimes on Nixon., The Military were taking no chances re-
garding tha “shain of command” remaining imperialistlcally intact, Put

bluntly, the frightening reality is that, but for the prace of mass preg-
sures which led: to impeachment proceedings and caused Nixdn'as speedy xesig-

natlion, this "mreat democracy” came as close as any militarist junta regime .
to the generals instituting their omn "7 Dars in Ilay" ir August, 1974!

Bitter reality discloses othor truths--open but totally differaent.
rhenomena--unabating recession .at howe, and an impotende on the part of NATO
far more incorrigible in Cyprus in 1974 than it was in Europe in 1973. Txiple
concatenations erupted in gyprust

(1) A Greek military junta supported by U.S,
imperialism englneered the overthrow of Makarios whén he suddenily started re-
sisting enosis, though that is what had brought him to power in 1960, (2) It
was itself overthrown when Turkey not only called its bluff but invaded Cyprus,
which, in tum, {3) showed up the abject cynicism of Secretary of State Kis-
singer whose propensity for global brinkmanship went haywire,

The depth of the "Weat's" many crises has revealed NATO stark
naked~-1t was as impotent when, under the fear of Russian intervention, it
was all in one piece in Cyprus as it was when it was all in pleces during
the Yon Kippur war, '

Will the imperial system now send Dr, Strangelove back on stlll
another type of shuttle "diplomacy", if not nuclearly armed, surely able
to flex nuclear muscle?
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Or will he be oif hidinz-~in China? He, with the global scheming
mind, wants to warm up rolations with China, now that Russis, having bagun
vlaying with Turkey, has switched to Greeco as it is dally expressing 1
anti-Americanism, lleanwhile, the cqually cjnical West Gexrman bhancellor
Helmut Schmidt, who just last month was speaking of "chaotic" Italy in order
very neerly to "write 1t off," is now oflering it lush loans as itg basaes
for NATO become crucial, should Greece reelly throw out all NATC bages.

The political nature of the state-capitalist world in which we live
is in such disorder that even before we look at the economic recession--the
root of the myrlad crises the world over--a question mark ovexr the very
exictence of the system needs to be placed. Equally crucial is this polnts

¥hy, how can such a decrepit world system whose ordex is its dis-
order exist when it has long outlived its usefulfiessy; when it's in total
- disarray, when it's daily being gquestioned even by lts adherents, be they
Ussrs. Clean in.the U.5. and in Greece, or General Spinola in" Poxrtugal whe,
in overthrowing his "old-fashioned™ fellow generals, held out independence
to its colonies? So far only the smallest and poorest--Guinea Bissau--will
have its independence September 12; Angola and Hozambique are in abeyance.
After all, it was the African Revolutions that undermined this entire im-
perial system. :

] The question is1 Is the class enemy learning faster from the
1ightening global realignments and mess dlscontents which put. an end to
the post-Yorid War II world than we, the revolutionaries, who want not
only the end of the old, but the opening of a totally new spoch in human
relationships?

Why? © :
Where 1s not only the banner. but the philosophy of 11beraticn?

We must probe very, very deeplys we nust not bs- satisfied with ex~-
posing moribund caplialism or blams the decrapit systen for 2ll’our agonies,
e must ask ourselves, es revolutlonaries, what has happenéd this yeaw, in-
deed this past half century, since in 1917 the proletarian reveolution did
_ suceeed in Russla, was hemmed Into a single country, and was, transformed
into its opposite?-

What happened since the 19608 witnessed the creation of & new
Third World--is that going to let itself get suckoed into the stato-capital-
1st worlid system?

Why had not the development of theory in the early 1950s caught
the presenee of ‘that totally new movement from practlice that had e*uptad
in Fasgi Burupe soon after the death of Stalin in 19537 -

Ve cannoty we must not: let our eyea stray from what starss us in
the face: THE POST-WORLD WAR II WORLD IS IEAD BUT NO MNEW DPOGH HAS ARISEN,
Let us face that.

- Flrst to be considered is the objective situation-vthe state of
production, inflation and ideology in the age of state-capitaliam.

Secondly, and a most demanding task this, comes the grappling
with the subjective situatiou~-the philosophical-politiecnl mn+urity of
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the masses--the workers, the Elacks, the women's liberationists, the youth

who have reached what Hegel would have called “THZ SELF-CERTAINTY OF THE

SUBJECT'S ACTUALITY AND THE NON~ACTUALITY OF THE WORLD", specifically as

- we view the objective world NOT in whaet Hogel éalls Inquiring Cognition,
without subjectivity of tio Notien, 'BUT AS THE OBJECTIVE WORLD WHOSE INMNER

GROUKD ARD ACTUAL PERSISTENCE IS TYE HOTION, THIS IS THE ABSOLUTE IDEA."

(Seience of Logic, Miller trans,, p. 824)

Finally, though this will first be elaborated at the Orgzanization
session, we must outline brlefly our tasks for the coming year,

2) Recession, Inflation and the H-Bomb in the U.S., in Furope, in India

Economic recession 1s here, Unemployment is edging 6%. Even as
great a reactlonary as Prof, Arthur Burns who chelrs the Federal Reserve
Board with tight-money fists had to say that "if" unemployment does reacit
6%, some public works will heve to be initiated, That "if" is the Joker.

He imows very woll that "edging €%" is the "average", an "average” that
never heg applied to Black unemployment which 1s tslce the amount of white,

Yoreovor, such unemployment statistics disregard those on relief
Hho have had to resort to buying dog food to "keep up” with infiation., The
U.S. is the only industrielized country that hes exuded a barbaric new
phenomenon~--tha third generation unemnloved!

Tako two other horror phenomena--aiming st zaxo growth in order
-to slow down inflation. That last hoxwor everyone, even the rich, even
Premldent Ford, does rocognize as "Public Enemy No. 1." Howayer, hare, too,
the Intellectuals manage to exude a greater mess on that subject than aven
the mllitary-industrial complex, its creators. ) : :

Thus, the latest, elitist, invented and totally abstruse woxd in
"stagflation”, It can hardly be called a preciso desscription of the munawsy
inflation we're exporiencing at the vory saue tine when, far from & booming
economy, we trend to zexo growth. &1 stagflation (for stagnation and in=
flation) 1s.a rrecise designation of is their eupty, rootless "intellects.

But even if we deal for the moment only quantitatively, follow
thelr statistics, we cannot possibly forgot the poor wecord of the "shell-
shocked econonists" whose prediction of unsold stocks was a whopping $7
billion off. Thus, in the first quarter of 1974, there were 16.9 billien,
instead of 6.5 unsold stocks. 4nd all those bigshot economists can tell
us is that the statlstical system is itself & vietim of inflation.

Well, on one thing at least they are rights they are, wit? reason,
afraid that double-digit inflation will last longer even than Burns's double-
diglt intereast rates.

Of course, any “consumexr", & housewife espccially, can tell-them
more about runaway inflation, whether it 1s on such a necossary item as milk,
or & so-called "luxury" itoem like a pair of shoes,

Lut no, they're too bunay with their 1ittle computers, E%g
their incomprchensible vocebulary. Thws, along with "stagflation", we have
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Y1liquidity"--cash money, lots of it., This hes been a favorite term ever since
the days of Keynes and the Depression., But, here again, the 1970s have added
something new, far, far away from production. Since, if anyone has a very
great deal of cash floating about, it's the oil sheikdoms, they have succecd-
ed in inflating the heads of our "shell-shocked” economists with even more
firures than they can dream up, with or without computors, .

The International Imstitute for Strategic Studies in London has ea-
timated that sthn six short years, the Arab kingdoms, sheikdoms, emirates,
prlus +the Shah of Iran, will control no less than 70% of the world's total
monetary reserve., Think of it. By 1980, the oil-producing countries will
have liguld surplus of a more fantastic sum than Midas could evoke--$400
AILLION. The World Bank estimate for the oll-producing countries is $650
billion compared with 326 billion last yeaxi

The Sheh, the kings and the shelks then proceed to "instigate" de-
lusions about such gigantic industrialization and irrigation of their tack-
ward lands, that they.dwarf God's parting of the Red Sca for Moses. This
dossn't stop either our intellectual "leaders" or the “intellec:ual” 3hah
of Iren from imeginingz giobal roles. After all, says tho Shah; his country
has "an intellestual infrastructure® and is freed of all financial worries, '

Prior to the'Yom Kippur war, the revenues for 1974 were erpected
to b2 $4 billion. How they're siwe o be $16~17 billion. Indesd, compared
to 1972, just two short years azo when it was $2.4 billlon, they have had nc
less then a 700% increase in iigquidity oo ’ :

, Before these stratosphorical figuras 1ift you to ‘another plaret,
stop a moment and asks is theve anything 1like that in production? And will
there be quite that much liquicity when inflation, which is already 155
therc, comes along with Iran's bill for the steel mill and petxochemical.
plant from France (who has already been paid $1 billion in advance), and
West Germany and the U.S. and yes, also his enomy, Russia, become his
experts in State Planning? : : '

The truth is simpler: the Hiddle Host countries of kingdoms,
shelkdoms and emirates thus far have very little more than sand and oil,
oil, oil, while the technologleally advanced lands have the ceal mines,

- the stecl miils, the aute facteries, the petrochemical industries, not to
forget the military might and enough nuclear bombs to kill the world's
population over and over and over again., ixen hadn't stopped short of
introducing the possibility of nuclear fusl into that volatils imbrogliec.

OVERHANGING ALL, THEN, IS THE NUCLSARLY-ARMED STRUGGLE FOR WORLD
POWER--and 211 this intensifies as the exploitation of the people in each
covntry brings untold misery--AND CRBATIVE UNREST. .

The boon that followed Woxld War II, once U.S. imperialism de-
cided to save Eurcpean capltalism from its self-destrucilon so long as it
didn't fall to revolution, brought in its wale industrislization to Surope's
unindistrialized southern underbolly, because that's whexe the cheap labor
was, And now that thoy do not have that, and Portuzal can no longer pre-
tond to be en empire (how long will Spein?), and Greece couldn't even play
irperialist games on Cyprus, and Italy is in such total crisis that some
are once again flirting with fasciam--uhich is, after all, 81l that cap-
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italism could exude to save itself from revolution--what 1s there to tho
present world “order”?

All they now have is the fear of tho 1968 near-revolutions. 3y
1973, the total disarray in the world held out a slngle, a momentary illusion
as Schmidt and Giscard came to power. Le ilonde hailed their ascendance to
power as being nothing short of a way to bring in a new stage of Yestern
equilibrium, This has worn off, Now we're in a stage where such a staid
magazine as The Economist (London} is embarking on the worst of the HeCarthy
Cold ar days' hysterizs The Red Wolf “aiting to Dovour Southern Europe”
(reprinted in The Globa and Ma1l, Toronto, B8-13-74,)

Clearly, in our nueclcar werld not even the fetish of liquidity
can long hold back what every country 1s really for--a stake in the H-bomb,
and for a single foothold in that, the poor countries, “pacific" or other-
wise, are entering the frey to any extont ‘they can, ALYAYS AT THE EXPiNSE
OF THSIR TEEMING, HUNGRY, FAMISHED MILLYONS. Nixon held out that fatal
branch--nuclear fuel--after India showed it could come up with a "1ittle"

~tomk. . :

. India, wherc the living standards have actually declined since
the end of World War II and its gaining of independence from Britain; India,
that -thinks itself above "ordinary" capltalism; Indla, whose leaders keep
mouthing phraces about “peace”, "soclalisa", "democracy"--what is it cole-
brating? TIts first nuclear explosion,

Think of it. Here is a country that indeed has 1ts "intellectunl
infrastructure” in such large measure thet 75% of the university gradustos
are al prosent unemployed!

But what has it done in the nearly 30 years since independence?
Along with the H-bomd, it has 120 million untouchzbles who live in the exact
same miscry and under the same dead welght of superstition of the feudal .
times, Arc'we supposed to believe that tho H-bomb will provide food for
the 175 million Indlans who vegetate below tho poverty line of 330 a yoartiil

As for that goriest of all bloodhaths in Indonesia back in 1968
when that military junta overthrow Sukarno--woll, they "found" oil, and the
new millions go to line tho pockets of the corrupt government while the -
standard of living of the masses 1s worse off than even bveforo, As the
January revolts this vear showad, unrcst is the most intense even after

those bloodbaths,

As for the affluent U.3, now that is has a supposedly "“clesn"
president--well, he declared inflation to be "Public Snemy No. 1," Unless:
retaining the whole reactionary Nixonomic spacialists of Asgh, Groenspan end
fugh who consider unomployment as nothing whon compared to inflaticn is
considored "doing something," Fore, liko Nixon, is up to his oyes in im-
perinlist interventions abroad, and "benignly® neglecting home imperialism,
Latin Amorica,

3) Latin Amoricas Back to Production and Inflation in tho Age of
Stato-Cepitalism

Sver since the Honroo Ddctrinu, at tho vory start of U.S. nation-
hood, Latin Amoxica has boon considered its "province" in the very same
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ranner as mthless imperialism of the oxpeoricnced European nations bloodily
carved out thelr "spheros of influonce." The spoliation of that land nover
stopped with Roosevolt's so-called "Good Neighbor" pollicy, or our flamboyant
Scerctary of State Henvy Kissinger, who tried “to sandwich in” an ovexnight
stay in Panama between his Middle Eastern and Suropean and more "exeiting”
stays, Just as quickly as he appeared at the Pan American Confercnce in
Hoxico to declare something "new”, a dialoguc Inrtead of imperial ordexs,

he quickly disappeared after his monolosue, oven as President Ford now
trics to sond out "feclers" to Cuba--and letting the 0A3 bear responsibllity
for that, '

) And what has necarly two centuries of alternate benign neglect
and outright counter-revolutionary interventions brought Latin America?
“¢ll, here is what confronted the latcst Pan American Health Conforence
mecting in Mexico City this months

1) So underdeveloped 1s its cconomy and so strangled its masses
that only one eity dweller in 20 enjoys an adoquate sewerage system, &nd
only two in five any seuwerage system--between 1969-72, neo less than ’
23,750 peoplc died in a dysentery opidemic in E1 Salvador and Guatemalal

2) Less than onc half the people of- Latin America have a piped
water supply and even in such “affluent” and tcchrologically hizhly de-
velopad eltles as Hexico Ciiy and Sac Paulo, "sclence" has so polluted
the environmont ikat, says Prof, Allen Kneese, "cnvironmental conditions
have detericrated drastically and I think dangerously..." As for the land,
"fertilizers and industrial wastes arc polluting the land and deforestatien
- i@ culling out plant and animal specles.”

To put'it as starkly as it is in rcality; an cver—iﬁcreasing
nuinber of poople live by scavenging the public dumps of towns lucky cnough
to have mefuse collection, ‘ '

‘ And 1f the blame for all this 1s certainly as much on the native
" ruling classes as on 4merican imperialism, 1o onc but Aucrican imperizalism
can possibly bo responsible for the out-and-out total imporialistie, . racist
domination of the Panama Canal than the Unitud States, To this day, not
aven the CB35-TY Journalistic crow was given an imterview, .

Yes, indeed, our Clean Jr. Strangelovo Kissinger keops his scerots
wcll thexe as in South Vietnam, in China, while tilting toward Pakistan as
East Nengalls £ight for thoir freedom, or presently both in Greoce and Tur-
koy, in Cyprus and in the Hiddle East imbroglio, not o montion the out-
right counter-rovolutionary support of the Llood-thirsty Tascist generals
who hrought dowm the duly-elected President Allende in Chile,

But whothor it is outright military intorvention or what has be-
come Inown, by that othor intellectual Ambassador in India, Moynihan, as
"benlgn neglect,” the truth of stato-capitalism in this most affluent land
is what I referred to previously--the vttorly now barbarie phenomenvn of
three menerations of wnemployed, sand that is strictly "homo-made",

“lo must therefore roturn to vroduction and inflation, or, more
precisoly, to thet CAPITAL/LABOR oxploitative rclationship which is the
root cause of tho whole global mineflold.

Yhat all these rulers want to forget is that thoro is ONE THING
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AND OME THING ONLY that matters and that is PRODUCTION and in that ono
thing, the ONLY RELATIONSMIP that counts and defines the whole system is

- THE RS LABIONSHIP OF CONSTANT CAPITAL/DEAD LABOR to VARIABLE CAPITAL/LIVING
LAZOR,

It 1s that simple, that decisive, that SINGLE relationship,
CAPITAL TO LABOR.

LABOH ALONZ PAODUCE3 all, all, ALL value and surplus value (un-
p3id hours of laber).

Hore the German rular, Schmidt, who Imows better, tried, instead,
to say that the world struggzle is for the product--and that product of coursc
wag oll--rather than production -~ oil or anything else. One thing, however,
‘e could escape through no trickery. Thorefore, in saying it 1s a world
struzsle for product, what he threatuned these who wouldn't Yisten to his
solutlon is to say that, othorwise, THZY YWILL HAVE TO CONTEND WITH THE
EMERGING SOCIAL STORH. - -

When all is said and done,’ that is corrcct, and it is it in a
nutshell., The laborcrs from whom all production of values is extracted,
with as many hours of it unpald as possible, aren't just going to sit quivt-
1y by and lot themselves be exploitod. Whether the profits are liquid or
otherwise matters littlo to lahor; what - they hunger for and will rovo;t
azalnst will produce a mighty "soclal storm,” & revolution;

- You know; it's very funny. In the Depression when there wasn't
enouzh ligquidity for investment in production, Keyncs tried to make capi-
talists think of production morc than of monoy, connecting that directly
with the army of employed and the very biz s2rmy of the unemployed, toth of
whom .would not look at computers., He knew what worrled tho people was
food. What he didn't know was that they worried about freedom. Thay
worried about rovolutlon inseparatle from a philesophy of frecdom.

. ‘ Koynes did a lot of "proaching,” successful “proaching,” to the
capltalists, that they bettar Ry attention to _production or risk destroy-
ing the whele system. 3o, "pump-priningz,” public works, became primary,
above the fetlsh of liquidity.

hen I worked on the first study of state-capitalism in Russia .
and was told endless tales about the "worthless ruble," as if that wes
what I would be using for measuring the value of wither capital or laborx,
I constructed a table (Marxism and Frosdom, p. 230) which, except for one

relative figurc on wages (of which nore lator), had nothing whatever to
do with "rubles," worthless or othorwise, or gold or "liquidity."

What it dealt with was production, production, productlon,
heavy industry, light industry, agriculture and livestock--and population.
On that matcrial base, it was clear that the same relationship of con-
stant capitol to variable capltal that oxisted in any capltalist eountry
oxisted therc, and, above all, the motion of devilopment of dead over
iiving labor showed the law of valu: orcrating,

Now then, wages, whore I used the ruble figure offleilally stated--
that was broken down to tho simple questlon of actual foodstuffs consumed
in Tsarist times and that in 1940, aftar thoso "miracle” Five Ycar Plans
{sco table, p. 232, Marxism and Froodon), showod xual woekly wagos to have
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been 62,45 of what thoy werc in 1913, whorces in 1928, before the Plan
but when it was still a workers' state, thoy werc 125%.

In a word, 1t comez down to somz vory simple thingss (1) What
do you eat? Food, (2) Whero do you slcep? Housing, (3) How are you
clothed? And (4) the capitalists who dcpend on onc other thing to bring
down your wames and threaten workers with bocoming part of tho RESZRVE
ARNY OF LAZOR, the "back-up forces," THE UNEMELOYZID--the roproduction of
-the next gencration of labor for eapital to oxploit.

What, then, is thc truth of inflztion? OF course, the quadrupling
of oll prices has exacerbated the unflagging inflation to sc intonsc 2 de-
gree that 1t's easy to see only that as root cause, sspeclally when our
Zncrgy Czar Simon, the American ofl monopolists' apologist on the Fodoral
Payroll, dared to say it is only the press thet is playing up the supor-
profits of tho oil monopelists as 1f they were uncenscionablo.

But long beforc that seandelous conspiracy botween sheiks and
Amcrican oil monopolists, thore was the undeclared Vietnam War in which
U.5, imperialism sunk national wealth of no less than $25-30 billion an-
nually. - '

. Now, production of armaments isn't production; much loss expanded
.reproduction,” All 1t produces is dcath and destruction--and inflation, If
the YWorld War II holocaust had hiddon the Leprossion--that natural, inevit-
able consequence of capitalism--it was only for the time of heated= up pro-
duction--war, destruction, deathi :

~ And how soon after that holocaust did the Korean War break out?
All capltalism ever does is move from Depressions to Wars and back again,
Such is tho natuxe of the capitalist Behemoth. It must Bo scnt to the Frave,
dvon an Eigenhowor was compelled to speak of the mlliitary-industrial com-
Plox as the greatest danger enveloping Amorica., Of course, it was only
afier ho left tho Generalship and tho Presidoncyi 4 '

As Marx long ago showed in his analysis of capitalism--that ex-
ploitetive capltal/labor relatlonship, vampire-1liks, sucks unpaid hours of
labor from workers at work, and disgorses itsclf-also as inflation on the
worker as consumer. Onc hundred years ago Marx put it ‘succinetly cnough.
The only thing tho workers "own" is tho national dobt. And that keeps
ever-growing--we have already moxtgaged not only our lives but those of
our chlldren and grandchildren.

PART THO: i¥E DIATZCTICS OF LIBZRATION vs, FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS ‘

1) Social Storms

Tho fears that have boen onveloping capitalism,. ever since the
noar-revolutions of 1968 ncarly toppled it, were roawakenod whon the Arabs
in 1973 togan to usc that all-crucial lubricant, oil, as a political weapon,
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not beeause they thought the Arabs almighty, but bocausoc of foar of the
acecial storms that an cconomic crisis would ovoke.

The same intenslty of fear reappearcd in spring of 1974 when
General Spinola came to power: agaln, not because of fear of Spinola, but
baceuso "advanced” capitalism knew that (1) Spinola was reacting to the
African Revolutions that werc, indecd, undermining Portugel's colonialism,
and world noo-colonialism that is bringing it famine, Fow that will be an
unquenchablc fire that will bring forth the second soclal rovolution. And
(2) they know that Spinola's "democratization” 1s by no means the ond, but
only the beginningz of revolutionary developments he himself truly does not
really understand, So, the Zconomist is. giving him “"lessons.”

. Historleally, it has, of course, always Joen true that the 5pinolas
drn't kmow. The 1905 Zevolutlon in Aussia began with "Father Gapon” appeal-
ing to the "Little Fathor" (tuc Czar) for very 1it%le, indeed, for his mass
peasant demonstritors. . . -

In our aze of stata-capltalism, eo very.much of the "subjectivity"
of the mass masses--their philosophic-political maturity--is in objoctivity it-
s2lf, That is to sa: say, it is sinmply impossible to talk of the objective
situation without being conseclous of tho rovolutionary oppositlon forces
to capitalism and-1ts ideologlists, for the masses themselves sock to go
- beyond spontaneity. THEY ARE Oﬁ TriE THERESHOLL OF THE UN;TY oF THEORI

. AND PRACTICE,

Hegel .
‘ That is what nakOS/Eo contemporary-sounding a person, 3Secause he
himsolf, thouzh lmmersed only in thought, was a groduct of an age of revelu-

tions--industrial, national (1776), social (1789), and intellectual (Kant)--
he so profoundly analjzed tha ob)ectiva world as a prouuct of ph;losophy and
revolution..

It necded a ﬂarx and the proletariat to spell it out in more con-
erete terms of class struxglc. and prolgtarian revelutions., But, as gonorali-
zation, no onc has surpassed him. Which is why both barx and Lenin had to -
return to him, As I stated at the start, here is how Hegel expressed the
rclationship of SubJoct/bbJect:

"Ohjestivity, not, howavor, as In Inquiring Cognitlon,
morely as obgective world without subjectlvity of tho
Notion, but as objective world whose inner ground and
actual persistence is the MNotion, This is the Abso-
lute Idea," (Scicncu of Iogic, diller trans,, p. 824)

This is not the place to detail why only in our age have the
masses themselves grappled with it ag thoy acted out that. nhonomenal move-
ment from practice to theory and a new society. The fact is that aver
since 1953, soon aftor the death of Stalin, the Bast German workers dld
»ebel, did initiate a new epoch also in thought, did dare what sceptics
sald could naver bo dones struggloe openly for froedom from under totall-
tarianism and thus, not in academia, o» other 1llusory utoplan gabfests,
placo on the historie stage Marx's Humanism as _rovolution, today's revo-
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intions, thy uprooting of capitalism, state as well as private, alens with
its parties to lcad,

2ut what stares at us is 2 series of gountor-revolutions that arc
succaosshil, and a heightenod class consclousncss of the onemy. Mhich is
why they bcgan to look further than Porturmal to all the southern under-
belly of Rurope, not stopping by any means at Grocce. Indoed, what was
heretofore considered and talked of as Yestern Lurope--Italy--ﬂas now sud-
denly referred to only as fouthemn Furope. And in Ttaly, it lsn't quite so
simple a question as a military junta collapsing, but a couniry which has
2 Communist Party 2 million strong, a restless proletariat involved in con-
tlnuous, militant, political strikes, and idenlogical battles that far sur-
rass the acedemic debates on ideology.

Tho reversal of the staid Econcmist of London to McCarthy hysteria,
"he Rod Yolf Yaiting to Dovour Southcrn Burnpe,” is all & desperstc oxy for
“the Yost" to do some "long range thinkinz," for thus far, it writes, "if
there is any organized, long-rango thinking ebout idecloglcal expansion heing
done in Europe today, it' still in Hoscow that it's happening.”

But, in ‘fact, it isn't Russia half as much as thelr own rubellioun
massos that is the “dansor.” Holmut Schmidt had preceded the Eeonomist in
calling it by 1ts right rume, "social storms." They are all deathly afreid
of the passion for philosophy that is inscpoxablo from revoilution,

Thcy hope to izcan those twe sepnratad, first by attributing "ideo—
kIOSY" to Russia, and scccadly, by calling "idcologlesl rovelation” as "spur-
ious.” Mo doubt Ruzeia‘s and China's and thoirs, where the minors' strike
had brought Heath drm, But the phl losophical-politic11 maturity of ‘the aga .
and the mass vassica for philosophy and révolution van by no mcans bo passed
off as any scrt of cnnspiracy made "In Moscow'--or Pcking.

(2) Wao's Redusticn'am of the Self-creativo Subjact

Should +kis belated thar+hyism Just as. zascism, 1t is sure to
reappear in naw formz so long as eapitalism oxists), howover, make you em-
brace either Aussla or China becauso they had had rovolutions bofore under-
going transformation into opposite, state capitalism, ZEMINMISR THEY, TOO,
ARE IN THE FOREFRONT OF THIS GLOBAL STRUGGLE FOR POYER. Indeed, 1% is
this strugsle of tho super-powers for single world mestery that definas
precisely, the mess the world is in, and will bring it down, (somcthing
the Afrlean Liberation Solidarity Commnittece forgets, as its special July,

1974, issue of Africen Yorld shows--we'll roturn to that later).

Hexo, lot mo repeat, it is this, just this, triangular world out
for gingle world mactery--U.S., Russia, China--which suits the Chincse ox-
vressiont “Great disorder under heaven.” Spurious i3 the claim that
China's ideology oquals "From Revolutlon to Revolution to Revolution,”
vhether it rés the actual revolution of 1949, or the "Great leap Forward"
in 1958, or the "Cultural Hevolution® in 1966. Bul lot's look at China
as it is now, : :
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Botween tho Oetober, 1973, Arab-Israoli var, and August, 1974,
fall of #ixen and outbreak of tho Cyrpus war--the ton menths of our over-
view--there wag April, Spring brought China's Doputy Premier Tong to the
LN e delivered a speech--by no means limited to the UN audienco--stop-

"ming directly from tho latest Tenth Congress of the Chincze Communigt
Party and its present mini-cultural revolution, He was sent therc, theu;h
China hag a very high ranking--permanent ropresentative--in order to stress
that 1t camo direetly from Hao, from Chou, from the Central Commitive of
tho Chinese Communiat Party, and it contained tho current international jpo-
sition, '

) Tong surely dig speak with a world sWecp to the UN in 4priil, )
{The New York Timos yrinted excerpts, U-12-74,) T shpuld have said three
worlds sweep, Teng spoke of three worlds, Tt wasn't the three worlds that
heretofore in Commmist jargon stood fox (1) the socialist world, (2) the
capitalist world, and (33 the Third World of wewly-independent countries

in underdeveloped Asla, Africa and latin Amevica, ) . .

There used to.be a time whon the West Indies, the whole Carribean
to as the crucible of revolutions-to~be, since
he . glote had bath African origins and Zuropean so-called Civil:i-
zation, =0 that thoy would lead both U.S. Blacks and "backward" Afriea. . But
-that was long, long ago--and cxeept for surprising single outbursts as in
ﬁontreal, by Jamaican and Trinidadians'which.did bring Macists around-~-they
do not figure in Teng's world SWcdp, ‘ : :

The post-¥orld ar IT werld, says Teng, has witnessed "great ro-
versals.” THERZ NO LONGER BXISTS X SOCIALIST WORLD. In, one swcep, then, ho '
* hzs done away with whet was Worlg o, 1~-indestructible as. Stalin=Mao an-
nounced it to be, ) . . o . e

By the time Mao'g China, though it considers itself "spcialist”,
sald that now it countod 1tsolf to b2 of the Third World, that may have
snunded altogother too much
Follow me. What 1is
whoreas horetofore, . China had: fought
dorship of 1t, this timc China is dis-

fnothexr "great reversal” followed, Suddenly, West Burops and
all those technnloaically advanced countrivs that werc always conslderad
capltalist wore now merely ealled the "Scecnd World", "middlc countxics"
wlth whom thoe Third Horld could collahorate, .o '

Finally, the onomy, the supor-powers, those dosignatod as out for
"hogemony," single world power, the nuelear titans--dussia ang the U.S. ' Hore
comes the groatest shockor--it turns out that, though both are super-powers,
one 1s "especially vialous," Enomy I, 1,

There is no linit to the gall of this super~rovolutionary who had
rolled out tho rod carpet for Nixon, told Yest Burope to remain in NATO
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as the reeded counterweight to Russia, flaunted the pessibility of a Bonn-
Parls axis--anything, anything at all against Russia.

Horeover, Tenz did not just limit his "proof" of Russia as Enemy
Mo, 1 to such obviously counter-revolutionary deeds as the invasion of
(zochoslovakia but extended it--and in the very same sentencel--to the
creation of the national revelution of the East Bengalls, which he merely
refers to as "the dismemberment of Pakistan,” which "dismemberment” was
"ingiicAted by Russia,”

And all that was saild in the Assembly in which he alone vetoed
the application of Bangladesh for membership. : :

Western capitalism's fetish of liquidity has its oountoerpart in
China's fetishism of "ideology,” which Merx had analyzed as "false con-
sciousncss,” that of bourgeols intellectuals, and to which he counterposed
"a new Humanism," the dialectics of liberation.

The latest such "mouentous development” {actuzlly, it was stated
in 1963 on xuxal work, tut not so designated untll a decade later) is blom
ur as something momentous, & new development of Marrisn-Leninlsn-Mao Tse-
tunz Thought. It is thisi "Matter can be transformed into conscicusness
and consciousness into matter,"

This vourgeois, philosophical idealism,. surpassing the: idealism

of Hegel himself, was said, and criticized by their leading thilosophor,
Yeny Hslon-chen, and rorgobten. Suddenly, what was sald to get the rural
workers to work hardor and harder bacomes, a decade later, "an irresistable
historical trend todny for the people of the whole world, and many medinm-
siged and small counivies to unite and opposc hegemeny of two superpowurs,"
never forsotting, housver, that one of those two is “"espocially vicous"

and "has become an international merchent of death,” (ZFxcerpts printed in
the New York Times, 4-12-74.) ' ‘ a

So 1s all of capitalism, vrivate or state, North, South, Fast
and Yest, end to be fought most sharply. ldeologically are those state-
capitalist lands that dare call themselves Communistl :

- Mao's reductionism of the creative Subject as the maker of his-
tory to shoer voluntarism imposed or_the masses by the Chairman ia aciually -
a rosult of what Mao never admitted, but, in fact, ovorythlng he says is
based on that underlying assumption-~-his accoptance of state-capitalism as
the next staze of humanity's "development,” = -

Tn thelr first consitution after gaining power, they opanly desig-
neted thelr stats as stato-capitalist, but saying that sinco the *commanding
heights" of the oconomy and stato were in the hands of the Communist Party,
the massos nood not worry. With the "Great Leap Forxward," they suddenly
started ecalling themselves soclalist--indeed, they would roach full Com~
munisn ahaad of Russla.

And now that they are "just Third World," this is more than
false labelling. ‘This is falsc conaclicusness., It is a claim to Chincse
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lcadership. That is it in a nutsholl. Tho deelsive featurs that reveals
the truth is the role of labor, exploitatien of it. 3y whatever nano
that is labclled, the domination of labor defines ithe socleiy.

{3)_The Revolutionary Forces of Workcr, Black, Women, Youth, and Our Tasks

The Convontion Call on June lst presclently stated:

“The nuclear explosion on tho Asian sub-comtinent can no more
protect Indira Gandhl from ihe class struzgle that will yet
bring her dewn than the "miiacile workexr" Dr. Kissinger can ex-
tricate ¥iron from his crimes that wore heavily-laden, as they
were, with fictitious "national security.” No, Not all the
king's men (including all the pretensions to "generations of
peacc” amidst unremliting: terrorist massacres and endless re-
prisals) can put that Kumpty-Dumpty together again.”

Yet that's proclsely what capitalism, and all its ideologists. with
the press in the lead, is irying to do now that Humpty-Dumpty has been re- °
placed by that over<six-feet-tall ex-football player nonentity, Ford., Mr,
Glean having replaced v, Corrupt, the recession is deeper as Nixcnomics re-
mains Intact with its two most reactionery tops in place--Ash and Green-
span, Each prefers greater unemployment--and higher profita--to inflation
(not that that is abating), but the only way they know to try to abats it is
on the backs of the workers. . . ]

The crisis is deepening. New York and Detrolt both have long
passed the 6% unemployment statistic. Ash is calling for cutting beck on
soolal programs. Ko, thers is no change in FMixonomics, Or the Domocratic
Congross. Or the judicial system. Tho Supreme. Court which parted Nixon
from his tapes 1z the same Supreme Jovrt, in the very same weok, which yo-
versed civil rights "victories" in education a whole century back, with
. but one ehenge: the notorious "sepazate but equal" cducation doctrine has
‘been renamed anti-busing, '

The miseducation bill bears Ford's signature. The gesture of
meoting with the duly-constituted caucus of Black Congressmen will hardly
save him from the wrath of the Black masscs, whether those aro the unen-
ployad, those on relief--or the youth returning back to the overcrowded
miserable classrooms after not having been eblo to get a job all summer,

: Nor is the unrest to be limited to immodiate problems, The one
thing that was significant in, say, the Youth Organization for Black Unity
that participated in the African Libexntion Rally in Washington, D.C., was
in their declaration that 1974 was to be the yoar of “cducatlonal seminars"
and disoussiona of directions for the Movement.

The fact that there is plenty of elitlsnm, and acceptance of Mao-
ism by calling it also the philosophy of Cabral, is not hali as significant
as the passlon for philosuphy from below which thls constant referonce to
disloctics, as a word, by the leaders signifion.
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I should correct mysolf as well. When, at the beglaning of the
presentatlon, I sald thet the mrriad crises that presontly envolope the
world arlse from the fact that the post-Yorld ¥ar II has ended, but nothing
new has cmerged, I should have added: BUT WE ARE ON THE THRESHOLD.

We are on the threshold of a new world IF wo face reality, not
nexely as it is net, not yet, The opposing revolutionary forces that
slgnify the scecial storms are on the horizon, strive to be born not only
as spontaneity but as Reason., They will not exporiences release, liberation,
until thils generation stops burying its head in the zand about so great, -

50 histeric a happening as the novement fron practice and recognizes it
as HAVING INITIATED A NEW EPOCH FOR HANKIND, :

. Yhether we look at the U.S. or Europe, Asia or Latin America,
the whole Carribean, the Middle Bast or Africa, as well as the Black Revo-
lution in smoriea, in the West Indies, throughout the globe indeed, for
they axe an intezmational people, the pivotal question is this:

How many Harxist intellectuals have so much as looked at this
novemont from practice? . : . -

Outside of ourselves--Marxist-Humanists--none.

: Yet that which began in 1953 and has porsistad for twoe full de-
cades wag a totally new phenomenon, not only becausecthat struggle for freo-
donm emorged right undex totalitariznism soon after +hs death of Stalin,

BUT IT WAS ITSELF A FORN OF THEORY., And it circled the globs.

As agains' the empty dcbates of “the comnitied intellectuals"
& la Sartre-de Beauvclr who tailended Stalin as they now tailend Mao, the
" proletarian revolutinns placed on the historic stago of the day Marx's
- Humanism, not alone as theory, but as the actuality of the day, This
was imbedded in Hegol's "objective world whoss inner ground and actual
.persistence is the Notion," - - ‘

It 1a this which so enthralled Lenin as he grappled wlth "Cog-
nltlon as objectivity which truly is,“ And as the world of World War I
was falling to pleoces, he was theoretleally, philosophically, preparing
himself for proletzrian Tovolution., Becauss of that vislon, he "trans-
lated” 1t ast ‘

"The result of activity is the tecat of subjacti?e éognition
and the-criterdon of objectivity which truly is." {Colloetad
Works, Vol. 38, p. 219) '

This is one way to seco objectivity risc up "in" the Subject,
and tho Yotion becomos no longer “onl:" Subjoet, but is ogqually immediste
actuality, the objoctive worlad,

_ ONLY IF OUR 4GE, HOWEVER, DID THE MASSES THEMSELVES EMERGE TO
PROVE IT, TO ACT IT OUT, TO LABOR TO CONCRSTIZE IT FOR US,
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What, then, are we to think when two decades after that first
happening--and the birth alse of a now genaration of revoluticnary intel-
lectuale—-wo are confronted with a group like the ones who did start a
new serious journal, Telos, which, when it comes to philosophic matters,
hes made a contribution. Yot, inspingli9?h, it reprinted Lrom 1954 a
series of studles of a great German philosopher, Adcrmo--ON QCCULTISM?

That they have space--about a half of the journal, nc less--
for this, and not a single page for a review of FPhilosophy and Rovolution
says & great deal about them, But they do not matter. What does is to
sec what happencd to ROOTLESS INTELLECTUALS, oven as original as Adormno,

a head of the independent Marxist school, so fax removed from the prole-
tariat that the year following the 1953 Revolt, the year- after we had bro-
ken through on xhat the Absolute Idea has for our age--the movement from
practice--ho analyzes seme American penchant for the occult.

Just as this great intellect, obsessed with the low level of
Amorlean eulture and its deily astrclogy colwmn, so the New Left, once
thoy cared not & whit for the proletariat, ave repeatins all the errors
of the Old left and compounding that with arrogance of .their omn root=
lessness.

On the othex hand, the Blacks, cven the intellectuals, have a
very great sdvantage: they axe conerete, must bo concrete) they live in
no ivory towers for even when they ars in acadomia, they live, if not in
the ghotto, live Black, They do not comnit such vulgariens as the white
New Lef't.

But vhen it comes to the Sino-Soviet conflict, doos 1t do any
good not to sce that that is, in fact, the sharpest, most divisive,; most
shocking development from within existing Communist states? :

African World opis for Mao, Absrmathy tilts towaxd Russle--or,
at least, Angola Davis (Christian Solence Honitor, 8-28-7i4, report on the
SOLC mini-convention,) Bobby Seale is Tor “the system," And Huey Newton
is-~in Thalland, - - -

And in 211 the Women's Liberation reports in African World, only
Joyce Johnson acknowledges "male supromacy,” and even she subordinates
Women's -Liberation to their primary struggle, as Black, as mlle. In any
case, nothing the women sald was so much as mentioned when the “theore-
ticians," all male, presented "position papers” which set tho new poxr-
spectives. . _ :

Here we &ro living in an epoch fraught with famine and the H~bomb,
tervorism and racism, wars and nucléar explosions that threaton the vory
survival of civilization, and that has been spread about so that now not
only tho superpowers and China have it, but France and India--and the last
gosture of Nixun was a prumlse to introdee that into the volatile Hiddle
East.

Will chosing sides within tho Sino-Soviot oxbit, oach of which

5037




-16-

hag accopted state-capitalism as if that wero indeed the next stage for
huran. development, really do anything but send us to pexdition?

find just when the philosophic-political maturity of the age, the
pasgslon for philosophy and its Inseparability from revolution, shows us
what 15 the characteristic of the age? That typo of passion exudes as
much energy from thought as from battles at the point of production and
strugples against imperlalism, racism, capitalism, including its male .
chauvinism, ‘ ‘ '

What is to be done? What is to be done now that the 1970s are
unon us with their threatening wars and roecessions, if not full Depression.
and total disarray in the ruling classes, but none dare challcnge thom out-
slde the cnbracs of some atate powor? :

What is to be done to match the hovcment from practice, with its
daring to trust the EMZRGY OF THOUCHMT as well as the actions? .

What 1s to be done now that the 1970s are upon us and the Hove-
ment does begin--only togin, but each beginning is a leap forward--to re-
cognize that (1) theory is needed, (2) that Black is beautiful, though true,
is Insufficient to engege in the final battle whore whitey cannot 21l be
lumped togother as if there were no class divisions that would help uproot
the system, and (3) that all the rovolutionary forceg--worker, Black, womcn's
Ilberetion, youth--must seok unity, not for unity's sake, but for establish-

ing new principles, new human relations, new creativity?

What is nceded for the dscisive dctorminani~~philosophid\prepara»
tion for revolution, i.e,, to prepare to cross that threshold into revolution?

s

* L . T * *.*

© Precisoly because these myriad criscs are go ‘threaténing, I ddd
- 1ot this yeer separato tha objectivo-subjective situstion from our own tasks,
What the masses will do, they will do, They need no leadors. Thoy do neod
& philosophy of liberation to meet theiry challenge. .

Hero are our five immecdiate tasksi

First there is the internationalizetion of Philosoohy and Revo-
lution. The vexry fact that the fivst intermational edition 11l anpear in
Tatin Anerica demands of us at one and tho same timc intornational solidor-
ity end work with Chicanos and Puerto Ricans hore,

Secondly, internationalization cannot be geparated from nrolo-
tarianization any moxe than wo can let the rocossion kill that proletarian-
izatlon of our owm organization. ‘ ‘

. And, lot mu repeat, the poluts hers are Just to indicate what the
Organization Sescion and Women's Liboration reports {after the Intornationsl
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Revort, which will also deal with Black, Brown and Red) will work out,

We don't discuss these five points. Now, then, to points three, four, and
Tivei

I'm going to combine three and four, not because either Black
or Yomen's Liberation is subordinate to the other, but rather because both
aro placed in a2 more comprehensive context with a total outlook teocause,
of ceurze, I should have made o soparate point the totally now kind of
elass laxxiom and Freedom and Fhilosophy and Revolution, as B unit, that
I began expounding to the REB,

Fox projection of Philosophy and Revolution, it must be first
internalized, Both Black and women's liboration have a heavier responsi-
bility here because, whercas proletariat was always projected as Heason as
well as force, and concretized as such in our very reason fox existence--~
in that Black stood pivotal boeause it was 2lack as masses who Wore van-
guard in the Amcrican revolution,

Women's Liberation is Tirst testing itself,

Now, ., Marxism and Freedom and Philsophy and Revolution a5 a
unlt, In leadership, in ranks, in "insido" and "outside", compels METHOD-
OLOGY, DIALECTICS AS UNIVERSAL. 3o, though this, too, will first be de-
veloped in the Orgenization Session, and more so after, let me at least
say, briefly, a fou words on both tho continuity and discontinulty of M&F
and P&R. . . . - ) ;

. Merxism and Freedom is "ecasler", not ornly because it 1s 15 yoars
old, but because it didn't wait till the 1953 chapter %o show the new in
the world of- the movement from practice, H&F itseld PRACTICES that through-
out o hundred yeers of history, 1776-1958.

Now, Fhilosophy and Royelutdon REVERSES that (1) with tho passion for
philosophy from bolow, not beeauss (F was wronz, but because we could no
longer ."put it off," that is to say, leave 1t at e stage of gonerallmation,
and (2) UNLESS WE begin, BEGIN, with DIALKCTICS AS ABSOLUTE IDEA, AUSOLUIE
HEGATIVITY, DIRECTLY, knowing its “rosults" and "antocddents in practico”
wa'd Jmow 1t only o "history,” and results then become what Heiol ealled

_ "a pillow for intelleetusl sloth.” = '

Ho must be preparcd to meet the uncxpected, the totally new, tho
unexplored regions, the unpredictable circumstances with as much confidoenco
as meeting Actuality--so we begin with legel, and show Marx began with Hegel,
and Lenin was compolled to do the same once revolution was the goal as con-
crote, and this philosophic preparation for revolution is the only thing
that can assure our "mzking" it, that is to say, have the encounter become
reality, for us, here, now. '

It 1s this, too, that will comc simultaneously with (5) the
internationalization of Philosorphy znd Fevolution as well as News & Tottoxs,
as the now page for Puorto Ricens, Chlcanos and dAmorican Indians, and Third
orld in this world, whothey it 1s tho Caribboan, Africa, or ILatin America,

5039




~18-

Finally, the truth of "the cortainty of -the Subjoct's actua.l.ity'
and the non-actuslity cr the world" wiil by no means exhaust itsclf with

the Perspoctives for 1974-75, On the contrary. It becomes central this
year, but it does not become real

the American revolution,

until we have reached the actuality of

Raya Dunﬂ.ye\-f:;kaya,
Aungust 31, 1974




