a8 & LRPIER WOMEN'S LIBERATION COalTTIL: -— 1900 E, Jeffercon; Det. ¥ich.
WHC WE ARE

vom:n's Liberation hes Bprung up ancntonecusly wmong women wll over Jmerica
in the punt fow years. It " Spcaks in many voiceg" — it iz, potentielly, a
revelutionary ness movement, as it cuts semesz the linas of clesw ané rece.
Ve tailevo thot women's approgaion iz tie <lduet fomm of class onpressicn - -
Lased on the division butwecn mentel spv murual lzbor — and it will take worc
tann the chalition of capitulism to free wumen. Ve canrot wait til "after the
revelation® and be "given" freedom — we huve to 9C B zCctive, sclf-develaping
subject in shat revelution, if o truly buman aocichy is to resuli. We arme
"5 Xiug back our leads" and Tighting oppression =t whatever point it tuuches us.

Yie are black, wuite, worker, student, housewifa, Soue of us have te:m
wuTking in the Vomen's Liheration movencnt for severzl years; others are new
1o the mevement. Some of us ave mumbers of News & Letters; all of ua ure work-
ing together to determine the direction znd ections of this groupy end we wol-
Gélie naw womon into it. Vo got togsther in our first conference in Februury
cf this year because we felt very strongly the contrsdictions that permease
1371, A seriour ckallenge Jaces the Wozen's libsration movement: to mcct in
taeory what has beon kzpvening in our activity — to be both reason and force
in revolutions 7o holp meet this challange the Hows & Letters Women's Liberation
Cormitter was formed. . '

liews & Letters Comuittoss is a netionpl orgh nization of Morxist-Humunists
dedicuted to the establisbaent of & totolly froo, totally human goeiety,in whick.
¢ach individual is self<éctemining, controls‘her/his ovm life. g boiiave
that this con only com. about through the sslf—orgenizetion of the masscas of
oppressed proups in this country: women, blecks, youth, workers, nationel
iZlnopisisen ~= all poople who ere actively fighting Tor their froedem. Thus
the nccezaity of an indopcndent viomen's liberaticn movemonte Nowa & Lottcrs,
at its fuundetion in 1955, singled o t women 28 one of the forces of revolution.
Lty monthly nawepeper, News & Latters, -is .dited by = black production workew,
and contains stories, toth about eoitivits end theory, by participants in free-
dom movements. ILenet year, News % Lotters publioshed "Notes on Women's Libexaiion:.
Vie Speak in Many Voioos," & collecticn uf articles by many different womer,, os
& contribution toward dsveloyin g theory for the novemsnt. -

. The founder of News & Letters Comuittces, Raye Dunayevskaya, is the wovan
who re-astablished the Amorican reote of Merzist-Humanism, as woll as the Humanist
ground of Marxist pbilosophy. Based the on self-developgent of the ideas as
wall s of the activity of tho unesss, Merxisi-Humanisnm heq '8 no resaubiznce
to Ycomuunim" " (which is rozlly state-cepitalsin) »s in Russia, Chins.or Yuba-
The most basic principle of .ur philoasophy is that cuok perscn te frec to oen-
trel her/hia oun 1ifo; that the division betwcen amental and mémuzl la2bor, b geen
the thirkers and thg doers, be ab. lished. Lu country in the world embodies this
philosophy. The position of women in all onisting scvelctios givus ilie to the
icea thot any sro roally freo,  Cepitalisl sceianl orgunizetion at tho point of
production corrupts every soclety, transforming all bumen relstionskipe into
ableet relationanipa. :

We do not have epy progrem ur bluenrirt fur the futurc, but we huave lonked
clogoly at tho history of Amorioa, end ¢i the wouun's novement in fmerica, ond
wo fool that o Marxist-fiumaniot women o liberatiun group must edhere %o the
Pollowing prineiplest




1. listening $0 the voicam 9f thosn atruggling for thelr fresdem,
This im crucizl, It 15 from the ideas of the masscs of woneon toav 1 truc
fofinition of Wonen's Liberstion will flow. I% is easpecinlly crucizl to
listen to tie idepa and watch closuly the activities of bluck and working
uoucn, becauno they suffor the oppression of thie seciciy on wany lovels.
Ko believo this will expand the movemsni rathoer than limiting it. we
consider welfere rights organizetionz end groups of woaen trying to unionice
thoir shops 1o be Wouen'a Liberatinn an nush an the .Toups that call themseclves
that. Wo want to help all thesc groups come togethsr, ns well as to reach
woacn vho zra not in groups.

2. Bellf-dovelopaent. Ve aro concorned thet Lvery wonen develop nerself
through the activitics of her strugglos and the working-out of tucory,
tovari the goal of total freedom and & new socicty bosod on human relationchips.

3. DUniting thesry and practice. It is imperative tbat the Tomen's
Liscration Movunent work out theory for todey, Theory mugt be derived 1w
practice, or it will be unreal. Practice alono, without tueory, aoon
rezches the despalr and windless activian so cozon throughout the Left.

AB serious revolutionaries, we nust coubine twe in 2 dynomic relationship.

Concretely, we have underteken the following activiticss

1. Participoting in the struggles of wouwen worxers fighting sex
dissrinination .on the Job—sgeinst Lotk menagoment and union duresucracics .
In the lazst yozr, many. of us pickcted for months in support of & sirike of
woaen clorical workers, end wt have boen working with women sevice workers
fighting for upyrading, equal pay, and squal treatment. '

2. VYorking out theory, through mcetings, discussions, gorivity, Pe-
viewing literature. Exprussing our ideas at meetings =nd in writfen crtioles.

3. Holping other vomen write down their siories and ideas for News &
Lettera, for publicity for their strugglos, zand holping them estzblish
their owh newspapers on thoir jobs. . !

4. Corrosponding with womon who have bougkt our pampulot, oton on
Vomen'a Liberation,! throughout the world, sc we can Keep in touch with
wnat is happoning hoth in practice and theory in Women's Liburation..

. 5.  Writing rogular contributions—tusoretical articles end reports
of activities—for llews & Lettcrs.

Vo invite you te join us.




