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cHaRMAN: Workers of the shipyards, Comrade Edward Gierek, First Secretary
of the Central Comunittec, is hete as promised in our Szczecin yards. We extend
warm greetings to him. Also present for today’s raceting ave: the Prime Ministcr,
Comrade Piotr Jaroszewicz, the Seeretary of the Central Committee, Comtads
Barcikowski, the Vice-Prime Minister Franciszek Kaim, who is already well
known to us, the Minister of Defence, Deputy Wojciech Jaruzelski, the first
secretary of Szczecin Provincial Committee, Comrade Oblubek, Comrade
Szlacheic (Minister of the Interior), and other representatives of the Pacty
icadesship, the adininistration and the unions. I apologize for the inadequacies
of tonight’s organization, hut we were taken a bit unawares by the timing of the
meeting; I'm sorry, and undertake to be better prepared in future .. . (speaks
quietly to Glerek—applanss)

GIEREK: In future there won't be any need to hold meetings like this, (Sborsr and
stirving in the hall)
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cHatrsaN: No meetings? But Comrade Secretary, we feel you have
hunoured us with your presence, ..

GIEREK (iterrupring): Yes, but not mestings like this. (Tarmoif and
shosting)

CHAIRMAN: The President of the Strike Committee, Comrade Baluka,
has the floor to read the workers” demands,

BaLuxA: Theseare the strikers” demands (reads):

1 We demand that food prices be returned to the level of before 12
December 1970, )
2 We demand, following the workess' wishes expressed in all depart-
mental meetings open to all workers, that there be immediate legal
zlections 1o trade-union posts and to the Workers' Councils; also,
following the wishes of the majozity of Party members, that there be
democratic clections in the Party and youth urganizations, both on
departmental fevel and for the whole enterprise. We would like the
provincial authorities of these orgenizations to guarantee the applica-
. tion of this demand within a strict time lmit. -
3 We demand thar workers receive their full pay for the period of the
strike. -
4 We demand that the shipyard manigement and the nations] authoritics
give guarantees of full personal sccurity to the stziken and members of
the Strike Committee both at work and in the town, and that no
reprisals be taken against them. :
§ Wedemand that the first secretary of the puwe [Polish United Workers"
Party] Central Commivee, Comrade Edward Gierck, and Prime
Minister Piotr Jaroszewicz visit the Adolf Warski nayal shipyards to
enter into & direct and permancnt dialogue with the workers® representa-
tives on the Strike Committee. i
6 We demand that we be given honest information on the political and
cconommic situation of the shipyards and the country as a whole, and
that the report disseminated on 11 January 1971 concerning productivity .
undertakings in the tube factory be carrected. *
7 The correction must be publicized in the same mass media that pub-
lished the original repart. This must be done by 25 January at the latest,
8 We demand that sanctions be taken against those who arranged for
tube factory productivity pledges to be reported by the mass media on
11 January, ’
¢ We demand that our claims be reported by the local press and mdio
between now and 2§ January.
1o We demand that the regional authorities of the Party and the Unions,
a3 well as the yard management, guarantee the Workers’ Comnmission
formed by the Strike Committee every freedom to perform its function,
alongside the Yard Council 2nd the Workers' Council, until the legal

* The Szezecin press had publithed 2 report that the tube section of the yards had
pledged ltaclf to higher outputy, as & manotuvre to split the strikers—g pure lavene
tion that aroused | indignation among the workers, ns & rypical example of the
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elections mentioned in scction 2 have taken place.
11 For the members of the Workers® Commission, freedom to perform
their function should camprisc basically : ‘
a} guarantees on their personal safety both in the yards and outside
them;
b) the exclusive use of the radio-telephone network and of the men
Accessary Lo maintain and protect ic;
<) formation from among its members of 2 delegation to supervise the
carrying out of scetion 2 of this fist of demands,
12 We demand that the security services stop hatassing, threatening and
srtesting wotkers taking pare in the steike. The steike does not con-
stitute an offence: nothing in our laws forhids striking,

Signed: STRIKE CoMurTTEE,

(Prolanged applasse)

GiErex: Before replying, comrades, T would like to ask you for a litde
paticnce and understanding. 1 was aware that the situation, in Szezecin
and throughout the country, had become difficult—let’s say it, intoler-
able. Why ? There are objective reasons, such as our serious setbacks in
agriculture and the sabotage of the capitalist countries, which make us

pay for everything in dollars. But I won't bother you with all that now;
because, above all, there are reasons that are the faul of individuals, I
has to be said: Comrade Gomulka, in whom we had unlimited con-
fidence for so long, well . , , yes, Comrade Gomulka made decisions
that weze not correct. And it was impossible to say the slightest thing
to him. He slways answered: *You don't know anything about it; I'm

. the only ope who knows . . " You workers wers then told that the ’
government and the Party were 2lways united, unanimous. That wasa'c
true. There was an opposition. But we couldn't do anything, and the
litele that we did get was immediately sabotuged from the beginning by
the bureaueracy, We wamed Gomulka often; we told him that the
price of foodstuff: should not be raised; that these were going to be.
strikes, Gomulka didn"t listen to advice. He was fai too arrogant for
that, What could we do? Resign ? At a time when the econotie situation
of the country was so bad? ‘

Because perhaps you don’t know exactly whese we stand, Very well,
Pll tell you. We are in an impasse. We are ar the end of the line. Juat
for this year alone, we are short of 2,500,000 tons of whest. The Soviet
Union is selling us 2,000,000 tons, but we sbsolutely do nat have the
money for the rest. Now, cattle-raising is going to auffer, and we are
going to have new troubles with the meat supply. And that's only one
small example, , .

Yes, cverything is very, very bad. The worst of it is that we don't know
how to get out of it. Our investments are much too heavy—a3 per cent
of the national revenuei—bnt they have already been made, It is im-
possiblc to undo what has beea done. In adgition, we find oursclves at
the highest level of populstion growth, in connection with employ-
meat. In the next five years, we have fo find emsployment for 1,990,000
young people. Wherever we turn, the situation is blocked, It's impos-
sible 10 upset the applecart, to tear everything apart. The only solution,
believe me, is painful , . . it’s hard to say ., . . butit is that you work
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harder and still harder—o thar our cconomy produces its maximum.
(He pawses for o moment)

S0 1 am walking to you the way | spoke 1o my miner fricnds in Silesia.
I say to you: Help us! Help me! You cannot doubt my good will. When
ic was proposcd that 1 take over the leadership of the Party, at fist T -
thought I would refuse. After all, Tam 5§ years old, In another two or
three years, 1 wiil retite. T even have a pension from France and from
Belgium, because { worked there 18 years. So i could Jeave, coulda’s 1?7
1 am only & worker kke you. I worked in the mine pits for 18 years!
1 don't have any refatives in high places. My relavives slave in the mines
—just as T did, Yes, I tell you, I was very much tempted to refuse. But
if we had done that, Comrade Piotr [Jaraszewicz] and 1, something
terrible would have happsned . . . Comrades, there would have been a
bloodbath! ’

You will tell me that a bloodbath took place anyway, that there were
deaths, many deaths. That's true, and I pay homage to those who fell.
But now—and I tell you this in all solemnity, as a Pole and as 2. Com-
munist—the fate of our nation and the cause of socialism are in the
balance, Also, [ promise you to grant your demands to the maximum,
bue T ask cireain things of you : for.example, to cease the attacks (1 kaow
that they are circulating) against the Soviet Union. First, because at the
height of the present crisis, Comrade Brezhnev humself phoned Com-
rade Gomulka in order that the crisis here be settled politically and aot
by repression. And then you cannot, you must not.... kit outat wharis
fundamentat for us, what has been decisive and will continue to be de-
cisive to our development: friendship with the Sovict Union,

As to your demands, we wjll do our utmost, The Party will be seno-
vated; we will get zid of the incompctents. As to lowering the price of
foodstuffs, we must be realistic. I tell you, there it no posible way of
going back to the pre-12 December prices. (Stirring, sboals in the balf:
“There is!" *Why not?") Becuuse, comrades, in all teuth, it isn’t possible.
But all elected bodics will be democratically reconstirated. That, yes.
* (Applansi) So that these bodies are opea to all—party members or notl
Open even to members of the strike committee, why rot? (Ovations, -
sbonis) To pay wages for the days you were on strike? That we shouldn't
do—not in 8o dificult a peried, while the whole countey is at work. I'm
going to make you a proposition, bowever: weagree to pay your wages
if, before the end of the month, you fulfil the production plan. Okay?

In sdéitiou, I read on your list: give honest information on the political
and economic situation. But there has only beea too much of that re-
ceatly, tun much'of that kind of information. (Faicr in i balls 'Falre
information, fal+1') Noi Don‘t dzmand of us & democracy . . . 83 they aay
++ forall, for friends und enemies slike! The erronsous seports will be
corrected, but it is out of the question, st this time, to encounsge
agitation among the workers by publishing your demandsf The last
point concerns the palice: € angone has been arrested for a strike action,
it is clear that he kas to be released immedistely, Thieves, looters,
sreonlsts will have to be punished, but they only.
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There you aze, cotmrades, that's what I have to nay to you. I know that
it can’t sacisfy you completely, But you must know, you mut under-
stand, that that's the limi, Accept it, help ua, 2nd on our side, we will
do everything we cun to ameliocate this tragic situation. That is your

duty... (Applewss)

CHAIRMAN: Wha wants the foor? Wha is ready? The delegate from de-
partment K-13 Yes? . .

DELEGATE FROM K-1: | would like to ask our higher officials: Can we
speak frankly, as Comnde Gierel: s2y3 P (Addresring bimsedf 1o the ehair)
CanIspesk honestly? -

GIEAEK: Yes, that's exactly what we're here for,

DELEGATE FROM &-1: Then we can talk s workers do among them-
selves? - ; )

' GIEREK: That’s obvious.

DELESATE FROM X-1: Then we ¢an have mutual self-criticism p

GIBRBK: Yes.,

DELEGATE FROM 1-1: Good| Do I have guasantecs of safety ? You under-
stand, since I'm 1 worker,  don’t know how to spezk very well, how to
preseat things . . . but does Comrade Glerck kaow that we cn no
longer count the number of corpses here, because it js hard to calculate
how many have been picked up in the street. (Sboxss in 16 ball) OR, it
isn't 30 much the number, but people vere &lling, bullets were
whistling. And these bullets—how were they honght? With emoney
carned by our sweat, That's really too hard to beacl - -

How in it possible that the working class can be turned againit the
working class ? How is i¢ possible that we were shooting at one another ?
Because, zeally, we have one pacty, don’t we? Then why al! this blood ?
And another thiog: ¥ know & man whose brother was killed, Now, this
man received reparation, but on condition that he sign a declaration
saying that his brether had not been killed but died of a heart attack, a
labour accident, or some other reason. (Sdaus of anger, applaus) That's
not all. Comrade Gierek tells us: there won't be any sanctions againgt
the strikers, Otficial sanctions, perhaps, But how about other sanctions 7
(Sbonting) Actually, they carch the shipyard workers like rats! They
jump on them nolsclessly, in o corner, behind trees, they beat them up,'
We had a ease in our department: a man was heaten up. It's the truth,
His back was all green 23 a result of the clubbing. We saw it. Why?
Simply because he had wanted to rote the badge number of the militia-
man who was checking his papers . .,

« Task: Of what usc is this militia? T'o beat up honest people and to take
. carcof ‘blucbirds’ [parasites]? And it is false to say that they shot Into
the air, There were two killed and two wounded, not in the street but
inslde the plant, in front of the adminlstoative building where we were
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walting for the mansger. We certainly had the rigit to be there, no?
Thens why shoot? No, we arc got protecting those who set fires and
who losted, Eecause we will have to rebuild all that with our moncy,
_ that’s for sure. ‘The financial insdeutions bomrow meney fzom us who
wortk., But 1 think these methocs of the militia have to be changed, And
the leaders have to be changed, too—that . . . that aristocracy that Is

going to steal everything, (Quatien in #he batl) I we are really going to
clect our officials, we have to get £id of all those people who have
clbowed themselves permanently into comfortable chairs, where they
sit so long that the seats of their pants become mildewed . . . because
they are useless| We are struggling for that, for a change of officials.
Especialiy at the base. 3t's like 2 fish--it’s the head that atarts to ot
first, but it has to be scaled from the tail. All this is not against Comrade

Gierek, I've finished. Thank you.

DELEGATA FROM k-2: 1 want to o back to the events, So many young
people have been killed, shot from behind—naot from in front—in the
back, in the head. There is proof, 1 am an eyewitness! And then, those
killed in the stecet have been wrapped up in oylon bags and buricd in
secret, like cattle, (Applaxse, shouts) But, believe me, the people will not
let this go by—they will check everything, cven in the cemeterics.
Everything will be accounted for. Everpthing! And in my cpinion,
Comtade Gierck should rake matters in hand and puaish the guiley with
the greatest severity. (Applause) Thac's all ... . ‘

Excuse me, there are still the demands. Tn my opinion, Comtade
Gierck has promised us nothing; he has said that the cconomie situntion
\was too difficult, It is well known that we Poles know how to work—
'here as well a5 abroad ., . So we must give hima chance—we must give
Comtade Glerek a chance, Of course, at the time we also trusted
Gomulka, Only nothing came of it—nothing was sccomplished. But,
in my opinion, Comrede Edward is the tight kind of man, Let’s give
him at least & yezr or two and we'll sec the results ... (Applons)

BALURA: X-3 7 K-3 ? Not present? Then K-4.-

DELEGATE FROM K-4: ] am the representative from K-4, which docs the
sctual construction of the ship's hull, Qur depattment wotks outdoors.
That means that in the summer we stew in ol own jufee; the tempera-
ture goes 10 70° [Centigrade] and higher, In the wintertime, we can
hardly work because the equipment is frozen. When the rainy scason
comes, there are deaths from clectrocution among the welders and
shipfittess, We have never been able to getevena two-hour stoppage
when it rains, though rain s  morral danget for us.

And all that for what? For miterable wages—1,800t0 2,000 2lotys. * The
same thing I was earning ten years agu! If you figure it out, for a family
of five: breakfast for each, bread and something to drink, that comes to

* The officis! sate of exchange Is 18 Zloiys to £1. The teal exchange mte {s about
1oolotysto [1. The wages citedaboveare thus in the region of £18-{rot month,
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2 zlotys. In the evening, the same thing: 4 zlotys. The cheapest pos-
sible midday meal, 1z zlotys per person, comes to 6o tlotys, Auto-
matically, then, 64 zlotys & day, For the month, that comes to 1,800—
almatt 1,900 zlotys. And that's only food—bread and drink. But in the

" yards, the work is hard; the worker has to eat because, truthfully, after
1§ years, it's the cemetery. Anything else Is impossible. That's it, thank
you. (Applassi)

pALUE A Comeade, comzade ! Your position on the demands ?

DELEGATE FROM K-~4: OQur department is for some kind of reise. And a
fixed minimum, If it raing or snows, 1 don't know if I can carn 1,000
zlotys. I don't know if I'm going to survive until aext month. Thank

you,
BALUKA: Who gets the floor now ?

DELEGATE FROM K-§: Fellow workers, I have to raise this point, It's
neczusary to work. to live; we don't share the good luck of thuse who
live well without working, we'te not that sort of peaple. Fate docs not
favour us, We have to work to keep alive, But in cur departments, the
work is unfairly divided, it's not shared out on a demoeratic basis.

What's more, there are a terrible fot of uffices in our section; we're
working for six, seven, maybe ten men. Well, come on, why are we
working for these people? What use are all these geatlemen? Some-
times a week goes by without me seeicg one of them do a hand's tumn,
It seems they’re busy with social matters . . . they only sppear to hend

_us our contro! sheet. That's all they have to do. Weil, what are these
people paid for? They're stealing our wages. And that's not all.
(Applass)

‘That’s not all, mates. These gentlemen have got where they arc, not
from here, from among us, but via the government, the Party leader-
ship—a long way from us. Those who don’t want to speak the same
language as us, the workers, And it's cur wages that they're sharing
out, we provide for them out of aur wage. Is that what democmey is?
Certainly not! That's my lot. (Applansd)

DELEGATE FROM W-2: In connection with our demands and in the name
of our wotkers, we have decided nnsaimously to suspend the strike. To
show our full confidence in the Party authotities and the government,
we will go along with the decislons taken by the autharities en the
demands we have made, As our declsion is positive towards the author-
ties, we would like frank and positive answers to one or two questioas.

First, and we would like a clear answer from the first sccretary of the
Centrzl Committee of the ruwe: is it necessary for blood to flow before
the Central Comumirtee of the puwpand the government can be changed ?
It scems to us that a decision to limit the dusation of office should be
considered, to avoid the sort of thing that happened in 1956 and 1970.

oierek: § didn’t quite cateh that. ..
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DELEGATE PROM w-z: Must blond fow (o change the cc of the ruwp
and the goverament? Shouldn't we consider limiting the dutation of
office to avoid events like t9s6and 19702

Secnnd, and again 1'd like an answer from someone: people are always
talking abour so-called high wages in the yards withour realizing that
they come (tom tou much overtime, We accept that the country’s ina
difficele situation, but would lke to ask how much directors and
ministers are getting. We demand an answer, If they're taking home
mote than twice as much as'a highly skilled welder—whose average
wage i3 about 5,000 zlotys—I repeat, if they get mors than twice that,
our opinion is that their salaries should be reduced and frozen,

DELEGATE FROM W-3: As for these very imporiant persons, other things
have to change too. I know an army officer named Spatkowski, an oid-
timer of the pse [Polish Socialist Party, fised with Communist Party in
1948]. How he worked for the Party in his day! He has been a Pagty
member for 25 years. Now he wanted to sce Comrade Walaszek, at the
Provincial Commitiee. He said: 'I'll wait onc, two, six moaths . . ,
please set up an appelntment for me.” The secretasy replied: ‘No, it's
aut of the question. You won’t be able to see him.’ That man went away
broken-hearted and embittercd, Well, if everybody in power is like that
—and they often are—well, it's going 10 be hard to find a common
language with us workers. How are they going: to govern us? ,

As to the demands, the fisst and mose important foz us is that a raise in
galaries or a reduction in prices must be declarcd, (Great applaxse,
ovation, showls) That's it, .

BaLvka: Comeade, comrade) Speak concretely: are you for or against -
continuing the strike ? That's very important, ‘ ‘ ’

DELEGATE FROM W-3: I'm going 10 ask the others , . . (Movermints in the
ball, confusion on the platform, intereupiiens)

DELEGATE FAOM W-0: Department w-o decides to stop the strike. It's a
gesture towards Comeade Gierek, who came here, Thank you,
ADELEGATE! There'’s one thing that's still botheting me, 1 hope that the
new government's programimic is right, that its worth supportiag, It's
been mentioned in meetings that the ¢c sexds people who talk to us a»
If we're now trying to stific the voice of truth from the top. But
everyone here says, quite rightly, that our best weapon i the truth; lies
are uscless 1o s, We must catry on in this direction, ’

Everyone knows that two opposing tendencies have taken shape in the
leadership and that they're at cach other's throats, If the tendsney
behind the old policy comes out on top, those of us who stacted the
strike will all ead vp in the nick, 0o less) Beeause in the leadership, in
the press, in the provineial committees, there ate people who are golng
to tzy, bit by bit, to ellmimte those in favour of change. We are reslly
worried about this, and with good reason, We'd like to scethis dislogue
on cvery level, statting at the battom and taking i the uniens, the yard
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management and so on right to the top. That way we won't lose face
and we won't have to worry about them geeting rid of us, Fér there
have been cases of that kind,

For example, I was also 2 member of our “Three-man Comemittee’. We
had to carey out the Strike Committee order and find 20 mates for
security duty. When I was leading these men, the head of my depart-
ment came up, grabbed me by the arm 2nd said: ‘You'd berer pass
everything you do through e, or you'll be fixed!” 1 dida"t know
what to do and got my comrades together 1o think about what line to
take. Then I said to him: “T'el} the others what you just said to me.’ He
said he didn't want to. Now, if he wants, he can deny he ever said say-
thing—but how does he look 10 the wrzhers, as 2 departinent head?
Can I trust someone like that? I don’t think so. We didn’t wreek or
destroy aaything. We tricd to keep order, but we were fighting for a

* just cause. For 25 years, we'd been told that we were in the right; now
we're told we're wrong. That's what 1 can’t take.

I'd like to say one thing more, There was a discussion with the yard
management about this strtke—the director himself said it and i¢’s all
down on tape, What Director Skrobot said was: ‘All right, you can
have a strike, but don’t leave the yards.” So we went on strike. We
wanted the promises made in response to our demands to be kept.
‘That's not all. If this renewal is really happening, if we can really look
one another straight in the face, 1'd like to know what the director’s
getting paid. T don't know if it's gossip or lics, but it's said thae
Director Skrobot makes 18,000 a month! If it’s true, then I think—
when people are trying to get a few pennies more—-that salaries like that
should come down a bit, becavse some people are living sumprucusly
while others haven't enough to buy bread. In the present situation we
can’t toleeate such things | (Prolonged applause)

One last point about the deputies: T don’t think our deputies are
interested in their tegion. They don’t pay the slightest sttention to it
Our affairs don't interest them; they never come to the shipyards, not
even to hold dialogues like this one. They come at election time though,
s0 that we'll elect them; then they, come and tell us that we're quite

“right, what we say is fair enough, and so on. Otherwise, nothing,
Thank you. (Prolonged upplasss)

pALUKA: Comrades, Iask you o shorten your comments and to make
known your concrete position on the demands rapidly. Otherwise we'll
all still be here at noon! Don’t repeit yourselves, Those who haven't as
yet consulted thrir depactment should do so now. (Proadings sxipended,
siirring in the bail, a rather long interruption) Nextl

DELEGATE FROW W-7: Everyonein w-7 knows that every strike worsens
the economic sicuation of the country, which is not too good in any
case. We are resolutely end honestly for an end to the strike and »
resumption of work. At the same time, we ask that our continuity of
work be guaranteed, so that it won't carry on like now: first we're in it
up to the neck and then, for two or three months, there's nothing to do
at all—and that hits us in the pocket, We demand that the plecework
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rates, which already foree us to work too fast, should not be lowered
any further. Not so long sgo—two yeats or so—pancl-beaters were
getting 2:70 zlotys a square metre; now they only get 1-10, Varnishers ?
They still get no rest-periods; it's been my work for 14 years, during
which there have been several approackes by the Epidemiological
Health Centre, which ascertalaed that the concentration of vapours is
six times the acceprable Jevel. What's more, varnishers only get o2y
zioty social allowance. What about maintenance workers, their work
conditions? They're the very ones who work inside these casings, with
the casings closed. That dust! It’s clear there's been a lack of technical
progress. At one time there used o be serapers; the seraper s still with
us, Work safety and hygienc: we're not provided with masks, we have
tc risk our health, Obviowsly no-one takes the slightest intetcst. Socizl
conditions: there’s no space for offices, nor for stores, We haven't even
any space for changing rooms, The existing changing room is too small
and at present one man dirties anotirer man’s clothes, there's no way to
avoid it. When people arrive for work they change in the shpwers, the
cotridors, everywhere, ‘

DELEGATE FROM 5¢: There's anothez problem T'd like to mention, one

which irritated the shipyard workers very greatly. Why is it that lately

o » « last Saturday . . . the shipyards were surrounded by cordons of
militia? And why, when their families came in the moming with their

meals, did the militia stop them from making contect through the

railings with the people inside the yards ? (A pplasse, angry shouts) T wit-

netsed it, because I went from the arsenal as far as coksl I've asked the |
question, now if possible I'd like it to be answered, pechaps today,

. As for our position on the demands—whether or not we go on with the
strike—I can't say, because of all the depariment, which as I've 2aid
numbers moze than a hundred people, there are only eight of us heee,

* We eight apree thae the strike should be suspended, On the other hand,
we can't speak for those who are now watching Tv orasleepin bed.

DELEGATT. FROM CP: AS 4 party member for 26 years and one who has
lived inn Szezecin since 1946, I would like to answer Comrade Gierek
when he tells us that we have to save money, that money is precious in
our couniry. We know that—we*ve put our own bloed into it. But we
‘can take tome moncy back from those who are living too well on our
labour, I'l! speak plainly, Comrades: our society is divided into classes,
‘There are people who no "noger know what to do with their socialism;
and they're already looking ror something better, Their socialism is
like that because they have too much money and too many ways of
making moncy. Even right hete in the shipyards! Comrade Skrzynecki
was here—at the end of 12 months he's earned 170,000 zlotys and a bit
of small change. Mot with his fixed basic salary, but with all those
supplements, bonuses and so on, I think, comrades, thatit's time tostop
this. Pcople should be paid for the work they dol Some people.
especiatly the management and depariment heads, get much bigyer
bonuses than others; these bonuses should be equalized,

I have another demand, We've been sighting for this since 1945: we
must ntake sure thete’s no division into classes, But these class divisions
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start from the top! Why ? Because when these bonuses are granted, the
divisions are broughe in ac the start: ro much for the intellectuals, so
much for manual wotkers, Isn't that a class division imposed from the
tap? Is the intellectual worker any different from me? Surely not; he's
certainly the same worker and the same man as T am, Why start this sort
of thing ourselves? We've been talking sbout abolishing the incquali-
ties between worker and peasant ever since the Sanacja period [Sanagfa=
‘Cure’—the pame of a pro-Pilsudski political movement In the thirties].
That’s what our struggle is focl And it’s a just struggle. Then why are
we making this kind of division here? 1 think some of the money
shouid be taken back and then, automatically, something can be donc
[for those who need bread.

Comrade Gierek, we understand you and trust you towaily. We're
perfectly well aware of that, But Comsades, up until now we'st beew 2014
f00 myany lies . . . by the mass media. We weren't being spoken to frankly
or openly. These comrades—whether Parcy members or non-Party—
were too conceited, while we were sweating at work, They learned all
that in schools we built for them, Comrade Gietek, itis known—I don't
know exactly, but generally — how much lccusts to cducatcn.n'cngincer

or any praduate, Where does the money come from? Out of our
pockets| So why have these people grown so snooty ? They don't want
to talk to us! We all know perfectly well here that that's the way it is.

Often we hlame the authorities, or the Party, Where does the trouble
really lic? They lose interest in the worker's fate right down at the
lowest leveh, at the departmental mansgement Ievel, Thoy follow the
line of least resistance. Instead’ of trying to improve the workers®
situation, these executives transform themselves into simple bailiffs, 28
if they were living under 2 colanel’s segime, We believe there should be
no such bosses among us! Just like bailiffs . . . but we're thioking meal

{Applaus)

DELEGATE OF THE NTP DEPARTMENT: Workers of the shipyards) I speak
in the name of wrr. First, I would like to 1ay: Commnade Gierek, you talk
of a change. Do you know what & change is? It’s us who are present
here. (Shouts, applasn, evations) Those who are workers, Communists,
who are for People’s Poland, So, it’s with us that you should hold
discuseions, instead of sendmg the militia after us ax if we were bandits,
instead of surrounding us with 2 cordon of treops s0d trying to starve
us out by preventing food from reaching us during the strike . . .

. Comrade Gierek, in the raorning, after this long night, we'll go back to
work, but we want, beforchand, to have some honest and direct
answers, We've been lied to too much. Not by you, pechaps, Comrade
Gierek, but by the athers. Before . . . Well, now, we want the Central
Committes to commit itself and take a position on thin affair, We
want...

crenek: That I cannot accept! 1e's an ultimatum . ., (Stirring ond ggita-
tion in ibe bail) after all, T am not the Centml Committee. I'm only the
First Secretary. It's up to the Committee todecide . . »

DELEGATE FROM THE N7P: That's truel Commdc Glerek is right: he
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cen’t answer all by himself. Do you know what that means ? That means
that the days of the cult of personality are over, workers! Hurmy for
Compade Gierek . + . (Applasse and laxghter) But before I finlsh (rurning
towards Giersk) I want to say that we've waited 25 years for this historic
moment. Now, today, in the presence of the government and of the
Comrade First Sceretary, we want everythiog—yes, everpthing that has
been naid here—to be put in black and white. No trapsi (Sbaxting,
_yelling) Thank you.

DELEGATE ProM sGw: V' from sow. 1've got a question for the Ceateal
Committee: do we punish criminals in ous enuntry, or do we pay them?
Semeone ansvee me, We Poles chastised the Germans for their crimes
... for shooting at us! Let the First Sccretary of the Central Committee
give me the answer: ace crimes punished or rewarded?

Gierex; Don't foree me to answer like that, or I won’t answer you.

DELEGATE PROM $GW! Now, second point. Retirement. The setirement
age ought to be 6o and riot 63, We should also revise the work categor-
ies and modify the shipyard worksheets. 1 helieve the unions will have
to sevise all that completely. (Sbours) Let's take sheet-metal a8 an ex-
ample, or transport, or the stores ... the work is hard there, These
should be put in the fiest category, and we should go in the sccond. 10
pet ceat aftec ten years, § pet cent efter five yeare; they should get'is
per cent after ten years. As for the demands, Y1l say we've discussed
them with the workess, They agres to suspend the steike and go back
to work on Monday, Thanks . . . and I greet the new Ceniral Commitiee
and the government, In the name of the workers! (Applause}- .
DELEGATE ¥ROM Dzt Bsteemed citizens, 1 am non-Pazty and this is the
geventeenth yeat that I have worked In the yards. It so happens that I
am on the Strike Commitiee, I listened to Comrade Edward Gierek's
speech and, believe me, It brought tears to my ¢yea. Commde Gierek
particularly emphasized our country's difficult economic situation, My
scction and I support him, and we will end the strike, But we say
urgently to the Comrade Secretary and our new government: We'te at
the end of our streagth| Because, frankly, we earn very little, and we
hope the government is going to do all it can to ensure that, within the
next few months, the working class will be able to raise ta standard of
living. We are good workers, butif we see that something of this sort is
being done, then we'll work even harder. We genuinely want unity
between us, Thank you. (Applanse) ’

 peLecATE: I atill have to give the final answer of the workers in my
department on ending the strike. Comrade Gierck! I am an old Party
membes. T only want to tell the truth, I don't want ta disguise the
situation, nor do T want to blacken my department. don’t want to be
misunderstood. When I arrived, the situation in the department was as
follows: a unanimous reply of: “We want to go on with the strikel’
"That was the decision. After a long and stormy dizcussion we reached a
conclustor: we can’t carry on slone as & depactment. I don't want to
urge the shipyards to continue with the strike, that's not my aim. But I
would like to draw actention to the fact that the workess in our depart-
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ment ate critical of all those who spoke before me, who they under-
8100d ta have given way toa casily on the question of cancelling the
increase in food prices , . . and this despite the fact chat throughout the
steike, not one worthy showed up to intervene and try to convinee us
of the justice of this measure, Moreover, ovr department believes that
in coming out on strike we, the naval shipyard workers, caused other
entesprises to come out. Now this demand i1 not baing met, and we'ze
not living up o the trust they place ia us. Comrade Gierck, Comrade
Jazoszewicz, (in a tery grave voice) I'm speaking the truth, The workers in
our department have not been convineed by your remarks . . . and I'd
like to say this: we’ll stop the attike, not through conviction, but
because the others gre stopping, Thac's all, (Deep silenze, followed by
Lrowing fkmult, prolonged s zoil, shosits)

BaLUka: We demand full, correct information on the political and
cconomic situation in the shipyards and in the country, and that the
teport eitculated on the 11th of this month concernlng pledges by the
tube factory be rectified. Gentlemen, colleagues and comrades, it'’s
quite obvious: the government will never be sither popular or demn-
craticas long us . . . the government is aware, I belicve, that information
is an clement, an area, of the greatest importance! Remember the
German hangman, Gocbbels. Do you remember that he was the pillar
of Hiterism? What about us? But we have a people’s state; this
strength is among us! This psess, this fine radio station built with our
own hands, the microphone In front of me, the television, the news-

- paper, the very paper it's printed on——none of this should be directed
against usl Against our interests! On the contrury, they ought to make
our life plessanter. They should inform | Bring together| Unite] Well,
they don't, because uatil now these things have to a large extent been
throwa in the dustbin, They were simply wasied—not used,

We demand that our claims be published in the local mast media before
25 Jenuary 1971, Comeades, citizens, colleagues: this business must he
reported. We are not Insubstantial, we exist, and we're not going to
give way on this poiat.

We demand that the secudiy services immediately stop harassing,
threatening and arresting workers taking part in the strike. The steike
is not an offence, for nothing in our laws forbids jt. I'd Xke to undedine
one thing here, We have repeatcdly demanded: The daw must b¢ respected!
That's why I'm not golng to calarge caivaow.

I believe~—I demand in the name of the workers—that in the end
Comrade Gierek, or soteene in the government, will have to answer
us; and that in the end they will give us a few words more of hope and
reassurance, For that is the only way that every one can be entirely
satisfied with what has been accomplished. Thaak you,

GIErEx; Comrades have been asying here that—well, 14 years, isn’t it
too long a period? Shouldn’t some limit be plced on the durstion of
office? For myself, comrades, I can tell you that before giving my agree-
ment to my candidature for the job of First Secretary of the Central
Committee, I couldn’t make up my mind; I had huge reservations, you
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understand, and coukln’t decide. Only the vision of this evil hovering
over our country, this vision, you understand, made me agree to the
decision, Now at that time I had already said 1o myself—and my closest
friends know it—that I was going to try 1o make 4 start—a good start=-
on arranging things so that, as they say in jest, the king would not be
the king for life; that is, «lected for life. 5o that chings wouldnt go on
in that way; you understand, that either the First Seeretary dies in office
or he is swept away by the tide. I want to tell you that we'te uming to
call an extraordinary Party Conpress [ater thiz year to clect 2 new
Central Committee. I'd like to take all this up, you understand, with the
Congress. And if the Central Committee thinks I should remain at the
helm for 2 while lonper then, comrades, I’ do my utmost to make sure
thar this period will not be too long—hath on account of my health, for
Tam asick man, and for other reasons. Anyway, let's wuit and see, You
can b quitc certain thar the une who makes a start on this will be me.
Ler’s leave: it there, comrades. It will be discussed further. (Applanre)

During that perind, things happened in general something like this;
there were staff meetings, weren't there, of a group of two or three
persons, and this staff would rake ‘the decisions under Comrnade
Gomulka, for example, the decrec on the State of Emergency. The
comrades knew nothing about all that vacil they read sbour it in the
papers| In the papers| To be mare specific, I'll tell you that many of the
government’s decrees, while this autocratic attitude, this exceptlonal
autocratism of Comrade Gomulia's held sway, were decided in Com-
rade Gomulka’s office—it wus le, you undezsiand, who was ranning
things, and the government only learnt about certain decisions from
reading the papers. You know, these ate things one is ashamed to talk
about. Tt's shameful to say thent! But unfortunately that's the way it
was.

You could ask: Yes, but what about the Political Bureau? Comrades,

" there wasn't much the Burean could say, or at least somne members of
the Bureau; if they brought something up, either they were isolated or
they were discriminated against, I don't want to speak aboiit myself,
because it isn’t right to talk sbout oneself, comrades. But still, if one
docs . . . well, personally, I have vety decided opinions on some prob-
lems. Much more, Tspoke of certain matters] Openly! At the Central
Committee’s Plenum, I mentioned certain matters—not with my mouth,
you understand, but with my hands which wrote the speeches, Yesi-—
except that everyone knows what came of it. As they say: words arcone
thing, actions are another, T mention this so that people will be able
to grads, as it were, the different degrees of guilt,

Take the business of the price rises, for instance. I wan aguinst,
Comeades. Against| (Voiee in the ball: Whai?) I war against! I said 1,
comrades, openiy] T sald 50 to evetyone! And now you're golng to ask me
what I should have done? What should I have donel At the Central
Committee’s Pleaum—ths 6th Pleoum, the comrades {fwrming fo tbe
dlatform) will remember—you know because, a8 they say, I was in all
the zight places. Gomulka wea at the miners' dinner. There I comered
him and told him it was dangerous, that there would be stelkes, that we
wete heading for an Incident, 2nd s0 on. That's what I told hiwa, The
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only reply was: ‘Yes. But you, what outcome are you ruggesting ?* That
wasall the answer [ gotl Under the circumstances, comrades, there was
still one thing I could do: intervene publicly in the Political Bureau or
the Central Committee’s Plenum, in other words, resign from the
Bureau with the words: ‘Comrades, under the ciccumstances [ cannot
remain a member of the Political Bureau,” 1 could hzve done it—I've
even wondered whether I shouldn't have, Only the comrades explained
ta me, my friends exphined: *Don’t do it, because if there's an incident,
no matter what it is, they'll say you caused ir. They're going to say you
were the motive force behind the incident,’

Comrades, one cauld sy » lot about the way it was, For myself—you
know, it's difficult for me 1o speak, difficult, because I wouldn't Jike
people to think 1 wished 10, let's say, blame others and whitewash
myielf. I'm not an angel either. I'm no angel. Me too, you understand,
i ook at some matters with the benefiz of hindsight, I can see that in
teriain cases . ., (Tape interrupitd), From time to time we reproached
Gomulkz for being against buying more coffee, for instance, or enlarg-
ing cocoa purchases, His only reply was: “You don't like it? Chocolate
and coffe are petty-bourgeois habits.’ Such . . . such fairy-talcs, you ace,
Undesstand, some things are shamefual to mention. 1t was especially
shameful for us, Communists, to have to listen to all that, It ‘was said’
that people like Gomulka are only born once in s century, Or it was
said that Gomulka was ahead of his time, people didn’t undesstand him,
but his ideas were correct all tha same, and o forth; people used to alk
fionsense lke that, that sore of idfoey. Bur it worked on some people;
there were some, you understand, who were quite taken in by it. The
wore 50 because, during the occupation, the first years and even Iater,
Gomulka did in fact do something for this country—never mind where
the means came from, Even after 195G , . . {inaudibds), T think that at the
8th Plenum of the Central Committee we'll have, let's say, a thorough
house-cleaning. We'll see what thee achieves, I ikink that we'll alf leave
this mecting with 2 profound conviction that the elean-up must be even
more thorough than the one here, for which you have demonstroted the
need—if, that is, we really want to avoid in future the tragedy which
has tnuched our country secently. T solemnly promise you that we will
do our utmost to make the house-cleaning genuinely thorough. For the
moment, we must get down to work. And as we have alrezdy said, do
not hinder us in our work and do not help ouz enemies. Do not help
those who would wish to show that what has ppened is a counter-
tevolution afterall, and thae it wag, after all, right to open fire,

In conclusion, I would iike to thank you for your confidence in me.
I thank you, comrades. (Prolenged applase, bubbab, everyene speaking at
oncr) . .

. BALURA: Comrade workers| The strikeis over] The strike is over! Leave
our guard posts) (Ametber poice it beord, loud and amotional)

A woRKYR: Don’t leave. I want to say one mare thing. It's about all
those who are no longer among s, I don’t know if Commde Glaick
will shace our tegrer. T would like us to do homage to themn at least with
s minute's silence at the end of this strike,




GIHREX: [ agrec.

THE WORKER; Since I'm speaking, T ask 2 minute's silence of cveryone
present, starting now. I also ask all those in the naval shipyard grounds
ta observe & minute of silence in memory of those who are no longer
with us, ($ilence)

Trve sit@sent transiation, s condenyed ipt, first appaared in Now Lafr Roview,
No. 72, The full taxt, simost 200 Pogat, hes been trantleted into French snd
publishad by SE.L..0. B Rue du Feubourg St. Denis, Paris 10, France,
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