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Draft REB Perspectives

WAR AND REVOLUTION

"Man's cognition is subjective in
its abstractness and separateness
but objective as a whole, in the
process, in the result, in the
tendency, in the sourcs."
: . -~ Lenin
Philosophic Hotebodks

Lest the dramatic and unprecedented publication of the
"Top Secret® Pentagon Papers lead to a diversicn not only from the
class nature of USls imperialist war in Vietnam, bult elso from the
orly path to peace -- social revolution --, 1t becomes necessary to
resist the twin temptations of excessive muckraking and endless
talk of "strategy and tacties" as if a proletarian revolution can
succeed when not grounded in a lbarxist philosophy of liberation.
In turning to an analysis of the monumental lies, be they of the -
LBJ Administration or Kemnedy, or Eisenhower or Truman, capped by
Nixon presently, let us never leave out of sight the whole ~-
philosophy and, revolution.

I -~ The Pentagon Papers and ilixon's Ceaseless Vars at Home and Abroad,

Because the massive Pentagon Papers -- 47 velumes, 7,000 to
10,000 pages, 2.5 million words -=- detail not only LBJ!s lles, but
the governing rrineciple of US policy the world over, the Nixon
Administration attempted to stop the N.¥. Times from publishing the
docunents. It is true that the NYT focused attention, not on the
class nature of capitalist intrigue, but only on the LBJ deceptions
during the 1964 presidential campaign and directly after. It is
true that Nixon thereupon kept his cool for nearly a whole day-
after its first appearance in the Times on Sunday, June 13. To
discern what soon, very soo:n, changed@ Nixon!s cool to the white
heat of his Attorney General Dbent on stopping the NYT publication,
it is not sufficient to point to the fact that the exposure of lies
of the Johnson Administration would also extend to his.

Other Adminlstrations have lied -- it is the very uature of
the capitalist state to deceive the people -- and got away wilth lt.
Why cannot his, eepecilally since he is bringing thousands, tens of
thousands of GIs back to the US? There is the chilling feapr that
he will not be able to "prove' that he is winding down the Vistnam
war, Moreover, it iz not only a question of lies, his lies ~=- his
extensions of ﬁhe Vietnan Yar to Cembodias and Laos, Shocking as
gorernmental lies are, it is not only a question of lies. Lvery
Amerlcan Administration hos lied -~ it is the very nature of the
beast, i.e., the state-capitalist wer machine, What has ohanged
in the continuity of capitalism fror Truman to Elsenhower and froi
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Kennedy and Johnson to the Nixon Administration is the cheracter

of the historic period. Or, more precisely put, the people in this
specific historic period. So totally have they changed that
capitalism, today, must be weighed against the politically and
philosophically mature as uwell as revolutbionary nature of today's
masses: Black and Proletarian, Youth and Adults, Chicanos, Women,
Indians; in the anti-Vietnam War HMovement and out. None of these
are shocked by such governmental deception; it is those untouched

by the movenment who are shocked, ang they are shockad hezcause the
zovernment has no "good goal® to excuse its barbarity, its deception,
$ts "futupre' headed for World War III, It is for: this reason that,
as against, say, Judzge Roseiman's Hemoirs of how Rocosevelt rail-
roaded us into World War II (which was highly praised because it

was supposed to show Roosevelt!s "perspicacity” as to the evil nature
of Hitler), the present exposd brings only a chilling feer to the
Nixon Administration, which cannot even profit by the fact that the
Vietnam Var was escalated by the Democratic Party. .

After all, Rostow wasn't speaking only for LBJ when he wrote,
on Novenber 16, 1964, that "the simple fact 1s that at this stage
of history we are the greatest power. in the world -- if we bshave
like it." 1In a week, he spelled out this letter to IHcNamera with
the equally infamous one to Rusk: "Even if Hanoi and Peiping (sic)
estimated that the US would not use nuclear weapons against them,
they could not be sure of this." (NYT, 6/15/71 p. 19). Clearly,
neither were nor are the American peoble sure that' tho Pentagon won't.
use nuclear weapons! Some brave moves were made in this month of
June, 1971, to counteract US imperialist global moves in southeast
Asia that were by no means limited to the N Times impressive lssues
of June 13, June 14, June l5th (before they were ctopped by the
Nixon A?ministration, the NYT covered about 5% of the voluminous
record. ' " : : :

The. most courageous act was that of Professor Daniel Ellsberz
in making the documents available to the press after a 2% year -
attempt to get the dovish critic of the Vieinam War, the Chalrman
of the Foreisn Relations Committee, Senator um. Fullbright, to.
meke the record public failed. In his TV iaterview with wWalter
Cronkite on June 23rd, Ellsberg made it clear that the timi%g of
the release of the massive record to the press was induced Ly seeing
Nixon execute a repeat of Johnsonls 1964 lies in Nixon's 1979 _
migadventure in Laos. And we must of course act as one to utop the
attempted hanging of Professor Ellsberg. Ay possible victory in
the Supremerm Court for the NYT will concern freedowm of the press anc
will in no wey assure victory for Ellsberg in the courts, This cen
come only if self-activity in the streets compels such deocision.

[hlraady Senator Ellender, upon receiving the 47 volumes from
the Nixon Administration that had made a 1800 turn in its relations
with Congress only after Ellsberg had made the record publically
aveilable, had the gall to spew out hils concurrence wibth the FBI:
'} hope Ellsberg is in jail." iaving such friemds, Nixon made
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Congress the "repository® for the "top secret' data; when the class
chips are dowm, he hopes for the same "concensus® there thet LBJ
recelved from the Democratic Congress, even as LBJ did the same for
Eisenhower when the latter first unravelled the Dulles menia for
Pax America Treaties, from SEATO to toying with the maduan Chief

of Stafffs idea of using the A-bomb to raise the siege of Dien Blen
Phu to help save the Frelchn luperizl domination over indodchinal!t
For some startling facts that are now coning out that heve nothing -
to do with the secret Peutagon Fapers, see General liatthew B.
Rldgway's disengaging and "spontaneous" article, "Indochina: Dis~
engaging! in Foreism Affairs, July, 1971, It is & resl eye opener
in ways other than those intended by him when he set out to show
how he had long opposed a US "land war in Agia,® '

Ho doubt the anti-Vietnam 'ar movement has a right Lo be
proud of the fact that it long ago labelled IBJ!'s public reasons fuj
USts war in Vietnam one tiseue of lies, For the ilarxist-Humanist -
position, see the Political Letter back in 1951 when Kennedy first
sent "advlsers" to South Vietnaw, (The Vietnam-lar-To-Be), And, no.
doubt, the movement can expect to Zrow &8 a result of the American
peoplels revulsion at the latest revelabtions of two full decades
of lies. Wevertheless, 1t would be sheer illusion to propagate .
tae view that, with the Big Lie exposed, welre nearing the end of
the lmperialistic war, To ciroumscribe the Hovement elther to a
single lssue of '"ending the Vietnam ¥ar" or to "multiple' issues
which likewlse are not grounded in a total philosophy of liberation
can be fatal, - ' ,

At this eriticel juncture when Nixon is dasperate enough
about the Pentagon Papers (thouph it is mainly of ILBJ's Administra-
tion), that he is battling the staid NY Times to the point of wish-
ing to ahbrogate the first Amendment to the Constitution itself, it
is no time merely to zloat over the split within the cepitalist
class, much less to try to unify "all" for "peace," It would, of
course, be easy -~ and the NY Times may be ready to do that nuch ~~
to show that not oculy has NIxon, by his invasion of Cambodia and
misadventure in Laos, expanled the Vietnam War into the Second
Indochina UYar, but he has always been that type of war hawk.

. VWho, after all, could forget triocky Dicky!s reckless -
MeCarthyism which threw (at Presldent Truman, of all people) the
charge of "20 years of ftreason -- from Yelta to %loss of Chinal
not to mention the Hew Deal and its "socizlism"? Not even Nixon's
present Ping Pong pamesmansiip can expunge from the record thab it
i1s not only the "other' arrogant nuclear "scholar" who has dis-
played venom "aimed at China as well ms North Vietnam should the
Chinese Commumniste enter the pgame." For that matter, the oat was
let out of the bag by the un-named biggest war-hawks -~ the US-
Japan Bankers. They are dreaming a foolls paredise of aun Asla
without China oontrolling the whole of Southecst Asia where "“low
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wage costa® and high profits prevail, In having "experts! draw up

& study projecting a decadels"growth", they stated; very nearly
just in passing, that even after the Vietnam "ends", esven after 1675,
Nixon's "resldual force! there would number at lezst 25, 0001 (See
Le Monde Ueekly, February 24, 1971, p. 5) These bellevers in the
"Nixon Doctirine® can be left with thelr pipcdreams and their conl-

. puters for btrains. It is not the war-hawks but the masses, who will
sweep them off the historic sbtage., Toward that end we must in -
stead, concentrate on the fact that 'every Nixon war abroad means a
war ageinst the m=sses at home,

Nixenls June 22 veto of the Public Works i3ill is only the
latest in a series of acts directed against labor, It takes Roce
in a country where the econcmy is stagnatiag, and where unemployment
has become & permenent feature. Hot unly at the high "average® |
rate of 6.1%, which is, in actuality, 10% among Black workers, but
at a fantastle 30£ in the “Inner City", i.e., among Blacks, espes.
ially youth. The veto was signed even though wildcats and unrest
perneate this "arffluent® land, '

The regressive moves li1 the field of "civlil rights" -~ from
schooling to housing, {rom lily-white employment and black unemploy-
ment, to "black capitalism" -~ are by now endless. And yet, in
the face of new cutbreaks, not only in Nortlern. but in Southern
clities, from Temnessee to Georgia and from Florlida to Texas, Nixon
continues to do nothing., Why, when he is so anxious not to he "a
one~term" president? L : ’

The stagnating economy is a primery reason . 50 is what
has rightfully been called "competative decadence", that is to say,
the striggle for world mastcry, be it against Bussia, or China, or
whom ever US capitalism will choose "suddemnly" to declare "ihe )
enemy", East or Vest, North or South. The endless" little wars! --
whether like the Korean war and the Dominican invasion they dub
"police actions’; or the Viotnam war and the Congo they never
bother to declare at all -- as the U.5. continues with its cease-
less preparations for the Big War tomorrow, -- gamnot but lead ‘
to wer arainst the American magses yesterday, today, and LOLIOrIov.

- At the sane time that decadent capltalism has brought ltself
to a standstill, 1% has placed an overwhelming question mark over
all, absolutely all, values. This is the positive in the unegative.
The rejection of old values ralscs_qucstioils of new velues, new
Toundations, a new outlook on iiie, love, Naturs. men/Homon's re-
Tation, ohlidren, BoGLety -~ & NieW Sooiety.! One thing oaanol be
?oubfea: the hunger or the present epoch for a theoretlc EXpress-—
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Hot a single o0ld question is put forth that does not suddenly
express itself ia a new form. Thus, when the billions spent on
reaching the moon are coatrasted to the overwhelming poverty still
sxeant in our "affluent society", it is not only the poor protesting
1zainst the rich; it is the zoal of our seientific project that iz
questioned. : :

Thus, when an on-poing war is being protested and everything .
from a elenched fist to "frapgging" is used to give vent to the
sritleism, it isn't a mere dialogue that has started, one haz pub
sue's life on Lhe line. Thus, even when one fcops out? bte it on
drugs or in a "commune", it is no longer an individual act, but a
social phenomenon,

And, when this questiciing comes face to face both with

reality and a new mode of existence -- the creaticn of an anti-war
movement and the search for a new wey of life itself ~- a whole
phiilosophy of liberation becomes an urgent, a practical need, For
wnat they are questioning is not only the powers thot he, but the
fellow~dissenters. They are refusing to live from hand to mouth,
"i.es, to be confined to practicing pragmatisw. To tell ‘this new
Zeneration of revolutionaries to wait till the Vietnanm wvar ends is
not to release the forces of revolution but te doom the Movement

6o impobence. Professor Ellsberg was right when he said that,  with-
out U.S. money, U.5. armg, U.S. soldliers,  there would have been

no Vietnam war. But he was rather cavalier in adding that inter-
neecine violence may have conblinued; within the "left", as witness
the Trotskyists being destroyed in Saigon by the Stalinists. He did
do more than the Trotskyists themselves who, within the Movement,
leep mum on the question. ' ' '

: ' Yet, insofar-as Vietham is concerned, every question from
that of mational self-determination to war and peace, and from the
permanent revolution to Stalinism, was fought out in Saigon ond
Hanoi. It was fought out most savegaly before World Wer II and
directly after, This ig not the place %o Zo into detail on past
history, but in 1947, ‘ when I was at a conference of the
Fourth International -- and so were the Vietnamese Trotskyists w=-
it was already cleer that even if political independence were galned,
and with it, "peace", there would be, in fact, no peace without a
soclal revolution, Clearly, we anc. we alone had worked cut the
ralationship of self-determination and soclal revolutiona

It 1s not, as the Trotskylsts clainm, for purposes of ieep~
ing the anti-Vietnam war movement "unified® agaiist eneny nunber one,
U.3. iupericlisn, that ther leen to the "siisle issue of the war,
The titling of who 1s esnemy numbsr one consigns one to choose 'the
lassgrtivil" rather than go for a totally new, independent actual
revolution,
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The truth is not in the need for the widest possible base
for "the Hovenent", HNone would object to that. The truth i3 that,
despite all ciriticism of stalinism that Trotsiyists allow in thein
own narty, they have nevertheless alvays ending up by tail-endir
the Stalinists. And it lias always been fatzl, fatal to the movement.
Becouse this is not just "history", but the way of the preseny, and
because Trotskyism's folded banner has mode it impossible to create
a new focal point for revolutionary re-groupnent since 3ussia became
an integral part of World War II, we nust quote from the 1960 War & Pence
Resolution, written as the struggle for a "new balance of world
power® moved from Eurcove to Asia, Thig is exnctly where all the
coentending Torces for world pover are nov concentrating.,

In August, 1951, thz World Conference of the Fourth
International nmet and abandoned all pretense of beaing any--
. thing else but stooges for tne Kremlin and Stalinisn, Its
manfesto said: "The trausforuation which the Stalinist
parties might undergo in the course of the moszt acute revo-
lutionary crises may obligate the Leminist vanguard to
readjust its -tactics towards these parties.!

The Stalinists heve only toAbeckon, "Put this in no‘way
relieves the proletariat from the task of building a new -
revolutionary leadership.? o '

The more the Trotsikyists recrult, the more they can -
bring over to-Stalinism. '

' They are prepared to rioblize the workers of the world
to join the Stalinist war-camp gncon@itibnally:, .

: "The Vorld Consress of the Fourth Iuternational pgreets
the workers, peasants and soldiers of the U.S5.S.B. and of |

. the 'Peoples! Democracies.! It assures them of complete and
unconditional suppoct by the whole world-wids revolutionary
movement in the coming wer against the restorationist

efforts of the international bourzeoisie, Defense of collec- -
tivized property, planned econony. and the workers! states,
even though delormed and degenerated, is cn imperious duty

of the world proletariat,.t

So that the war between the Iremlin and "Jashington is
& war of '"clagses," and 1f the Bus+.an siate wins, the
working~class not omly in Russia but elsevhere, has won a
victory. No wonder the slogai, "the enemy is in your own
country" has become so inadequibe toc meet the ohanging
timea. This lu true both where Aussia is the direct oppressor
as In Hastern Europe, or as China i1s in Tibet, as well as
whepre these two state..capitalist gionts only aspire to rule,
Far fromereating the foundations of o new sooclty, Trotskyism
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iz @ragging the movement into totalitarian Communism,

, of
To this day this is precisely what they are doing, and/ just

abroad, but at home, 2ud not against any "petty-hourgeois oppo-

sition", but against the most revolutionary force in the USA-~-
the Blacks. The more they “glorify" black "leaders', the less

] ~Vietnam VWar
Let us now turn to the ecrucial black dimension.

they worl: for unity with the Black masses in the anti
Movement.
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II. THE BLACK DEMENSION AND THE HUNGER FOR A SYNTHESIS OF THEORY AND IRACTICE

Such is the daily Blnck lunger for o philosophy of Lliburetion thnt would be
inseparoble from the revolution iteelf, for a synthesia of theory and practice
thot would not wait ti11 the day after the revclution but itself Le the proof of
ito totol, its lnman character including the relotions between men ond vomen, a
global vislon thet would release tha'self-activity of the masses that would be
a new society, that even o simple letter of ‘suhscription manifests this epochcl
hunger for theoretic expression., Idasten to one Elack woman:

"I'm not thoroughly convinced thot Rinck Idberation the way it's being

- spelled out, will really and truly mean my liberstion, I'm not so wura that
vhen it comes time "to put down my gum,' that I won't hove o brume shoved in
. my hends, as so mony of wy Cuban sisters have.". '

. Those who think this is g.n accldent—~TLeft youth with short rqéniories vho

think they, not the Elacks, are the true muguard" because they are the majority
ef the big onti-Vietnam Wor movement, and Trota!qrista wke work to meke them
think so by compnrtmen't.alizing this atmggle, keeping 1t confined in their one-

_lssve monia, aa if wrelnted to the ceaseless Hlack revolt~-better tuke n long
look ot the decade proceding the birth of the anti~Vietném War movement in 1965.
In that decade of the alleged "end of ideology" and 'beat generaticn', the
Montogomery Bus Boycott in 1956 signn:l.ledhirth- of o new revelulionery epoch,

. Not only was 4t o new stoge in black revolt, but by 1960, the Hlack youth site
in ignited new revolt also among white youth, firet In sympathy with Blucics,
‘then in thelr ova attacks on the miltiversity, till finally it reached the
teach—in in opposition to US imperisliem's bombing of Ronoi. This high point
ndvortheless led to forgetting the venguard role of the bluok magnes both in - .
first inspiring the white youth andeand this above all—:l.u their being & plvotal
foroe in undermining US capitalism. Thus, it wae not only their forgetfulness
of the gubjeotive role of Dlacks, but in the ofn;jeotive needs for cverthrowing
capitelism,

Nothing ec exposes the opportunism of tha Trotskyists then the fact that,
et one ond the same time, they subordinaie the role of the Black movement to
thelr anti=Vietnam war activities for "all," and glorify  Maloeolm X when
with Rlnoks, but koop for thomselves,and themselves alone, the role of "yonguard
Party to lend," Deing presently the biggest loudmouth to keap the Rlack
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movenent and the anti-Vieinem var movement as separnte entities i only proof of
how ingrained is not only American pragmatiom but actual recism in this cmmtry
even among those who consider themselves “Morxists-Ieniniste-Trotskyiats." The
Commumnlete 4id the very same thing when Hitler attacked Russla and tho Amsrican
Commmists told the Hacks to forget their struggle for freedom "umtil after
Tagelam was defeated".-in Gemnn;,r!. The Commmists too hope, with the Angels
Davis case, (for vhom all the Left is for, despite her being a Commmist), to
mekre the Hack mases ferget thsir role. The Black maswes howevery ksep away
from .the self-procleimed vonguards, the elitist Black organisations included,
because, along with confidence only in their own self-nctivity which 18 ceame-
lees, whot the misses mmger for is a total philosophy which they get Trom non:..
The oritical years, 1965~70, -are the onegthat have laid +the fowndsticn and the
question mark over the 1970%s. . .1965 saw the rise of the anti-Vietnom war
movement, but also Watts, In 1966, the "Rlack Power" slogen was lewmched by
Stokely Carmichael and tock root—but not on the "plank minds" Mao o extols.
Rather 1t became populiar after the masses had both the experlences of all the
great battles with the Bull Comors that led nowhere and Rev.King had caught
suffiolent of the spirit of the maszes '1;6 raise the question of desegregation
not merely as "object" but as & Humanis$ question, that 1s an"I-Thou" relationship.

This 18 what self-proclaimed varguardists forget or degrade to he point -
where King seems to have stood only for non~iiolence while they, "the vanguard
Party" are "o leads" But the truth was that they were nowhere around when the
Black masses, in spontaneous outburst, reached their high pointin the 1967 up-
rigings, And reached that high poimtin Detroit not aniy as recial againgt
"whitey," but bore & class charncter as well, '

1% is true that the elitlst Black leaders gave the white radlicals a reaiv
excuse for keeping the anti=Vietnam war mmrement and 1:.he B.'.I.aok ravolt as sepamte
entities by insisting on the separation between white ond Black, 3But ‘the truth
is that the Black Power alogan wos ralsed in 1966 after the vhites, in 1965, had
elrendy moved away from full participation in the Rluelk movement, not to men'tion
their paternnliem when they were there, The moust daming or all developnents
agoinst the pretenders to the name of Marxdsm 1s that the subordination of the
Black movement camealong with and precisely becouse of the fallure to work out
a philosophy of the Amerdcan revolution, This camnot be without the Black masses
any more than 1t can be without the white proletariat that still constitute the
majority of the labor force, 4463
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The saddest reminder that roclam is the issue also among white radicals
came ot the very highest point reached in the anti-Vietntm war movement when
o 100,000 poured out in response fo the mnssnore at Xent, Ohlo, where they
protested the Combodin invasion,—but wyery few arose In opposition to the purders
of Blacks in Jackson, Miss,, though these too had come out In sympothy with the
vihlte Kent students! In = word, not only hos oppression always wom a white face
in these United States, and not only hes imperinlism alwoys been white, but
amibvalent, if not outright mclgt, hns aleo been the culor of white radleals in
the U.S., ind thiz in face of Harl Yorx who, in his doy, .spelled out wvhat 1t mears
that "labor in the white sicin will never be frce so long as lnboxr in the block
gicin 1s enslaved!—united lebor struggles for full freedom, And Yenin, in his
day, hailed netionelism as hoth a catlyst for proletarian revolution and the
forward movement for overthrowing vorld imperialism, And just os in both the
19th end 20th centurles it wos when the Elack and labor struggle became o
coordinated movement that great tuming points in history were estoblished, o
in our doy nelther Blaci nor vhite can do it alone, much less without B ;gh:L'l.oson‘:l.
of revolution.

It is8.in this crueisl area that we can play & role fou beyond our numbers,
‘ond also beyond the thousands we reach with H&L as not only adited by a Bladk, -
but giving the volce to many new Xlacks from the production line. Poword that
end wa held the Hlock/Red conferences which hnd let to the establiahmant of a new
local in SP as well ns & column and coluania‘t, Hlack/Red. Townrd that end, the
work in the Black caucuses ond out of it, and its extensions. now to Chicano and
Indin.n, the new Elack pamphle'b pro;jected becomes exucinl For both organization
grovth and es the 'tmnsition point to Pl'ﬂ.loaophy end Revolution itgelf.

Abvove all, we must battle, doy in and day out, the Nixon Administration that
has charted a retrogreasive course becpge it does recomize the Black revolution
ag Elge_; breaking point for the status juo. Because 1% im overwhal_zpingly pmle_téria.n
its revelt is indeed the breaking point for capitalism as a whole end directly on
home grounds. Were it even possible to stop the Vietnom war short of revolutilon,
the one freedom that ia impoasible of achievement without uprooting the whole systen

is Blaok revolt in general and Hlack labor in pnrb:l.qular. )

~ The New Left!s diodain for the role o;f white labor notwithstanding, all one
has to do to see how plvotal lebox is, is to 'look. how a few drowbridge workers
could bring the whole of New York to near standotlll, Contrmet this tc the .
holf million youth who marched in Washington and, _ﬂqspi'he thelr cournge and
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their mass, oauld not immobilize DuC. So it is not "romantieism", but thz
actuality of the productive system which gives laber the dccisive role.
Emancipation of labor—and white labor is sti1l the mnjority in the U,S.—of
necessity meons the cbolition of capitelism, menns.svelal revolution, demands
wnited action, The recognition of Black mss as vonguard io not only in
opposd.ilon to the white vonmguardists but also to the Black elitists whe remnin
isoleted from the mnss,

The Plack Panther Party /8rtainly has captured the imagination, if
not the mess following, of Blacks, youth especiclly, wee too bugy vwriting a "Wew
Conatitution" with white radicals without being in the least comsclous of their
isolation, Fow that the split between Clenver mmd Newton has taken place,' Hewtn
hos suddenly found his volce on that pivotal guestion, though he still shys avav
from the word labor, preferring the less precise term, “black commmity:"

Though talk of isolation from the black commmity 1s more closs to the mark tha.
the fantas-l:ic vindictive, personal charges and counteb-ohargea when the split
first burst into the open, wone that all there was 4o the sylit? Ien't the grea'ter
-truth the aimple foot that ne:i.'bher {leaver nor Nevrbon could rise 1.0 the chellenza
o the quest from below for a totalphilcsophy which could control that "gun'?

But where they at least have that extrmordinary Black dimension, the white
vnne:ua.:ﬂists—ﬂ?rotélqriats as well as Ccnmmis:ts, "Hew Left" as well as "white
Hegroea" who, iilallegedly giving up their “white alrin privileges" by bestowing
the’ designation of "vonmguard" on the Black Panther Farty, mean it only as vanguard
apony Hlacks, while "theoretical leadership centinues to remmin their prerogae
tive, MNone of “theae_ white vangunrdists haove the slightest conception of what
Marxism as a philosophy of liberation is, elther ne maps or as Renson.

Take s0 simple & mtter as o raised clenched fist, When a Black &I raisen
that as o "salute" to = white officer, it iu no "speotacle"; he is taking his
life in his hands, And the "frogging" won't only opposition to o specific war —
Vietnam=but to the whole Army system anywhers on earth, Indeed, the very draft,
‘they consider being sent to prison withouthavingoommitted any crime. They are
through fighting the white mn's wars abroad; the enemy they recognize is at
home, That is why their opposition stops neither in Vietram nor in Europe, but
is carried on right here, as witness the latest (May) outbrenlk at Travie Air . -
Force base in Solano County, Californin, The only differemce between the "day of
outrage'in Hannu, Germany to the latest moss protest here is that 1t was a dnily,
not & doy's oocourrence, And what wag tnuly phenomenal was that when finally ‘they
weve asked to list their grievances and asled who were their "lenders”, the
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onswer come bock, ™We have no leaders.”

Thig indeed marks a new stoge not only in Elack Ltonsclousness, but a new stage
of consclowmess not yet reached by 01d or New Left whites, ‘

Hor I's this siege of Block consciousness chnracteristic bnly of GIs, Where
Hewton is si1ll spesding in elementary terms, as he puts its, "the people see
things ns moving frao A 0 B to C; they do not see things as moving from A4 to 2,
look how deep are the roots, the quest  for wiiversalism, for toial freedonm
among the mereses! The simple truth is that the new stage of Black comseicusmess,
including, not wiinportantly Black women who heve not found in the Blnck Fenther:
their freedom, bes renched so high a philesophic questioning éi‘ mathod end o
aititudes, of process es well os goal, of humn relotions as well as Black relc-
tioi:s, that neither Cleaver nor Newton Imew how 4o meet that challenge, Newton
moybe right vhen he ssys that the split, exprassive of contradictisms, will lend
to greater growil, but this will not be by cutting philosophy into 10 bite—size
Pleces of a "program," Just es the black messos will s"tr.:ggle to free Angels Daris,
not because she i3 a'Commmnist, but because she is Black, o Woman, an intellectu)
whom Hixon-Reagon 1s ansious to destroy, sv theyadmirethe Rlrel: Panthers as an
"agualizer" to racism. ,But neither support limits their search . Tor o phil~
osophy £o comprehenzive that 1% contains o new synthesis of theory emd practicc,
Pf?iltsophar and revolution, thougat end action inseparable for organization, - Such
an orgenization they will "join", o g_gag becnuse 1t will be ‘their creation
that will put an end % the separition of leader and maga,. mental end mannal labor,
the afmggle for:the nen‘ society inseporable from the destruction of the old.

It 1s here where the role of the "Ieft", as seen in the anti-Vietnsm war
movement especlally, is playing anactually vetrogressive role with their separate-.
ness of the issues of anti-war and raclem, labor "lenders" vs. rank ond file laborsy
"united front of all" which they, the Trotdkyiste use ac recrulting ground for
"the Party %o lead." Underlying both the onewissue and the multi~iesues as if
these were the real alternntives is not cnly the deafness to the volcos from below,
but also total paralysis in the face of wnfolding a new banner of liberation thot
sees Reason as inseparable frem the forces of vevolution, and the forces of re.
volution—Black, labor, youth, women, Chicano, Indian—as themselves the develop-
ers of Reason, By rejacting their Reason (the forces of revolution), o~
doy's Trotsyimm mictokes its own opportunistic olass—collaborationist onphy-
headed brainatorm=theorieg of how "fo make" revolutions, and thereupon plings
headlong into endlaess activiam as Af "proctice" could hide the theoretic veid,
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Part ITI -- PRAXIS, RESPOMSIBILITY OF IHTELLICUUALS
AND QUR TASKS '

Tiie chief defect ol ell materialism

up %o now (including Feuerbachls)} is

" that objective reality, what we
apprehend through our seiases, is wrler-
stood only in the form of the objech
of coxntemplatlon; but not as semioug
hwman activity, as practice; not sul-
jectively, Eence, in opposition to
materialism, the active side was
developed abstractly by idealisme.:
Feuerbach wants sensuous objects
really distinguished from objects ol
thought . but- he dogs not understand

“human activity itself as objective
activity. -~ Karl Marx

All serious sbtruggles in a revolutionary movement have al-
ways talien place, not over "tactics", but over revolutionary per-
spectives. But the theoretic void in the Marxist movenent since
the death of Lenin --ucarly a half-century ago -~ has been so great
that one is tempted to believe that there has been a void in time
itselfs Those who claim the name of larxism have let slip out of
their minds, not only this half-century, but elso the cenbury and a
half sinece ijarx worked out his theory of proletarian revolubtion,
iils phllosophy of liberatioi as a philosophy of human activity which
is the absolute, dialectic opnosite of the alienated labor to which
capltalisnm congigned the working class. : : o

Time does not, of course, stand atill, Jush as Hature does
not lilke o vacuum, so the humen miund rebels against o void, against
a "forgetting® of theory, against o retrogression in hisbtory, both
as "pasi" and present, and a sbtiffling of what is first to_be. -

Because of this elemental and compelling need from the movement
from proctice itself, we nust expose the current reduction of liarx’s
councept of praxls to the Ypractice", i.aq., the . carryiny out L by

the ranl and file, of the "theory", i.e., the Party lire that the
leadership, the intellectuals, have elaborated for them. This is
not a “translation" of the word, praxis, it is a perversion. The
fatal choractdr of this m;g-interpretation of "praxis" is more re-
levant for owr day than for that of larx -~ when he was alive to
workt out a rovolutionary alternat¥e and thereby discover a whole
nev; cantinent of theory -~ Historical Naterialism. We must considsr
anew the historio perlod ia which llarx lived as he sau it.

o this day, lHarxists are shamefaced about llari's alleged
glorificationt of the prolotariat, and do not acoept his analysis
of the revolt of the Silesian weavers of 1844 as having had a :
"consclous and theoretiocal ocharacter.” Nevertheless, i1t was this,
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just this type of vision, that led ilarx to btreal, nobt only with
cxploitative bourgeois society, but also with tgocialists, "
noommunists", and acadenic materialists who could not do what
videalisa" had done -~ develop "the active side" (Marx's erphagis)
of subjectivity.

Though the c¢lass nature of capitalist society is decisive,
Marxz did not 1iimit his analysis of subjectivity Lo the difference
betueen petby-~bourgeocis, egotistic subjectivity and proletarian,
sgocial subjectivity. Indeed, he insisted that "human activity it-
self" wesobisctive® (Harx's emphasis), larx defined praxls as

npeyolutionary oriticai-practical ackivity.® Put conciselY,
ilarx's great discovery —- Historical Materiellsm —- illuminated
the whole of society as well as its tronsformation. .

As shapers of history, as nsubject", the workers were
becoming whole melil and women, achieving & synthesis of mental and
mamwel labor, of theory and practice, of philesophy and revolubiecn.
Of course, it is what nen do that is declsive in history, bub

heory remains an active torce beczuse ldeas are niot abstractions.
They have a dialectic of their cwn and are integral to praxis it-
celf., Praxis has many forms and each and every one 1s dialectiocal--
develops through contradiction. hus, even when it ls seen as 7no
more then "material activity", 1.e€., aliennted labor, it is this
very alienatlon that produces the "gquest for universality" so thac .
.class striugzles at the point of production lead to political .
struggles and finally purst out as soeial revolution.

: That these basics of the Morxisnm of Marx could be reduced

to "the .small coin of concraete questions®, a3 Trotsky phrased it,
speeks volumes aboub the adiinistrative mentality of our state~
capitalist age. Thus today ‘s Trotskyists, along with the "New '
left" follow Stalinism (be it Bussian or Chinese or the  "Structural’
Altheusger varity in France) with thelr endle&s éi.scussion of
ttactics." Their turning away fron the Humanism of Marx, labeling
it t“pre-Marxist", speaks volumnes about our age, put says nothing -
at gll. about its absolute dialectic opposite -~ the movement from
practice to~theorys Tt is as if rcvolubionary poucr does indeocd
Gorme Vout of the barrel of o ;un® instead of the soclf-activity

of the masses in elemental outburst. They likewice disregard the
very nearly continuous movement that began in the 1950's in East
Europe and hasg since covered the globe. Yet this movement, not
only as practice, but as elements of theory is far richer than

its political expression in any exis .ti party "o lecad!, in-
cluding those who are not tied to & state power and do throw

around the word revolution with great abandon. Nowhere have
theoreticlans -= 1 paturally do not mean petty-bourgeois e
intellectuals but those who olalimn the name of HMarxlsm -- net

their historic responsiblities.

Everywhere, no matter where we 1look,-- the challenge from,

practice kas not been met: Look at France in the near revol-

ution of May 1968, or the U.S of 1970-1 where a million poured

out in anti-war demonstrations, but quiescent in the face of

the "My Lais" committed against Blacks right here, Look at the

"New Left! in Great Britaln who are tied, not to an actual party,
but only to a concept, or look at Japan, where back in 1960,
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fzr in advance of the mass outbursts in eny of the techrologically
advanced countries, the youth proclaimed their opposition to

the U.5. and to their own government, and did so in the face of
opposition from Communism which wished to restrict the snake-
daneing mass revolt #o protests only against the U.S. Or look

at Africa, where a new, third world was born, or to Etaly, where
no less than two million workers joined the Communis® Party in
oppesition to private capitalism. But Italy 1s now face to face .
with the rise of neo~fascism because neither private capitalism
nor state capitalism could stop the economic crises and tobal
decadence, Again, everywhere, the challenge from practice has not
been met.

Indeed, mest have even falled to recognize the impotence of
ceascless activism sans philosophy. This failire ig certainly not
limited to this pragmatic land. Our task, however, will be illumin-
ated by taking a look at Italy. The Il Manifesto group, which was
uxpelled from the Communist party, posed some of the most cogent
questions. No one else in the Lefthas even atterpted to face the
"why'" of the defeat of France 1968 when 10 million workers were
out on general strike, when the students, the catalyst for this
near-revolution, were the most politically advanced in the world,
and revolutionary enocugh both to recognize the pivotal role of
labor and to establish a new. form of organization-- the worker-
student action committee. Thig was the highest stage reached--
and reached in a technologically advanced land--in the turbulent
1960's when only the Third World seemed to make history, The .

Il Manifesto group,both in its own statement and in the interview
with Sartre, ralsed the burning questions of the day on ¢lass,
‘'on spontanelity, on the massgs and the party. g

And ye® even though thZy were all intesllectuals-- and-I don't .
hean petty-bougeois but revolutionary theorestlians who asccepted the
key role of the proletariat in any social revolution--there was no
tackling of new eoonowic categories, such as state~capitalism, .
much less philosorhic concepts. Instead, by holding on to loose
old terms, like "advanced stage of capitalism", grappling with no
philosophic concepts despite the fact that they were moved by a
desire for a "revolutionary alternative® to the existing Commmist
Party which was practicing class collaborationism, they actually
were talking on the same level as the " the Party." They were con-
cerned with proving that the need for individual freedom .'is

hot simply a2 resldue of 'humanism?® which antedates capitalism." &Ko
wonder that not only were no "answers" forthcomng, but even ccrrect
questions geqea 4o lose tiwlr relavomces

Wi although they 'caught the revolutionary spirit of the age- -
"tha subjective matwueity of the working olass"--they could not spell
out any "new form of organization" since thnig was linked, not with
needs emerging rrom mags practice,subjectively, from below, ( a live
"Subject®), but only to Nconditions of struggle in the societies of
advanced oapltalism." -

Thus, though they” rightly oriticized HMarcuse'!s glorification
of "the Great Refusal' ag well as Cohn-Bendit's"spontaneity"! e

*I'm referring to Russana Rossanda and Luoio Magri of Il Manifesto
as both articles and interview with Jean-Paul Sartra are in Soglalist
Reglster, 1970,
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as if a "countericulture" and "negation' of the old, were sufficient
unto the day, that is, the revolutionary alternative~-they too
"elaborate" no nc new alternatives. It is as 1f a iMacist tinge
to the concept of the Party were the answer to "a new form of
organization."

Thus, even where they touch the implication of the necd of
"the transcendance of the Leninist or Bolshevik model of the party--
from its origins to the Popular Fronts'", their end result is in the
working with old categories as if there is a continuity instead of
a discontinuity in capitalism itself. The trensformation into
absclute oppogite of the first workers! state into a state-ocapital-
ist soclety, they attpibute to paralysis in thought. To use
Satrels phrase, "thé mode of existence of the Parties {(which)
paralyzes their (the intellectuals') collective effort of thought."

How could it be otherwise when suddenly intellectuals, who joined
to fight the status quo, imust now. express, not the mass struggle

for freedom, but a state ideology, « State Plan, a State Fconomy?
Intellectuals { and not only where state-power end outright exploita~
tion of later is practiced as in Russia and Chira, in East Europe
and Cuba, but intellectuals of our state-~capitalist age who do want
to uproot capitalism as they see it and work for emanoipation of -~
labor) have ‘completely’ and totally forgotten,. (becouse it is not
organic to them as it is to labor) what ilarx meant by a class~less
order, It is not Jjust a dialectical "principle® which is at stake;
it is a life and death struggle, It is what llegel called
Findividualisn that lets nothing interfere with its universalism,"
-i,e., freedom, and Harx called labor's "quest for universality'
wnlch underlines alienatetd labor's struggle to abolish the old
exploitatibe society, and creates a new, class-less one where "the
freedom of the individual is the basis of the freedom for all.'

.It is for this, and for no other reason, that Marx felt com-
belled to break with the bourgeocisie also on the very concept of what
theory is. He saw theory coming from labor and orily labor becilise
labor is not only rausels. but Reason. 1t is. this which "disciplined"
flarx. Historic resposibilities of Marxist intellectuals begins with
listening to the masses, and not being caught in the delusion that
it is the intellectual brain wave which produces theory. Once you
can heal and do listen to the voices from below as if your life
depended on those volces-~because it does~-then, and only then, can
You elaborate theory, not because you become & mere recording
nachine, but because, having recorded these voices, your tosk, far
from ending, has just begun. That defines not only intellectual

responsibility but ocur tasks, and the key work remains projection--
projection of larxist-~Humanis eas,

First and foremost, of course, is the concretization of the
Perspective on War and Revolution in a manner which will determine
not only our activities in tne anti-Vietnam war movemsnt, but in all
class struggles, Blaok struggle, Women's Liberation, Chicano, Indian,
The determinant for all activities as well as writings, talks as
well as relations--all without excention--is the concepl of social
revolution. We rust 1ree our nLai from thinking thatthis is exhaust-
ed in the anti-Vietnam war activity as if that is ths equlvalent
of o social revolution. There is no equivalent when there is 0
uprootlng of class relations in onefs ocwn country, no ending of
racism, no nalting inseparable the forces of revolulion from thelr
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Reason, And there can be no soclal revolution when one, like the

Trotslcyists, hang on to one or another group of state-capitalist

socicties oalling themselves Communist. jor can there be o spontaneous,
elementel mags uprising when one is concentrating on "short-cute", No matter how
great the martyrs like Che who "lead" it, tkere can be no socisl revolution when
one substiltutes himsell for the masees, or when the method used In the projection
of ldeas repeato ‘the capitallstic division between mentsl and manual labor, with
intellectunl "5 rogatives" blotting cul workers! tnoughts. One mvct practice
theory by uniting the two dailv in every struggle, in every luman relation, be
it Black and white, youth and edult, nen and women, actusl class struggle or
merely the manner of writing them wp mo that the story itself projects vhilosophy
and revolution. In a word every single act is a theoretic preparation for revo-
lution the dzy before, the day of, and the day after revolution, This mist be
done both within a national and internationnl context, Iook ot go great an event
as the Polich uprising in the last week of 1970 and the firot of Tiy vhen

- everyone had thought that Poland wes the one country that would no longer arise

sinee "i$" hed ‘been with Russin in pubting down the Czochoslovel revolt. The cne
thing that was forgotten was that "4 was "the party", its leaderchip and not

the masses, who directed those tanks, as well as the anti-Semiticm dncrushing the
revolutlon, The ideas of freedom and the rebellicn against the capitalistic com-
¢itions of labor reltssed the credtivity of the mass upsurge, Be 1t in Fast
Burops vr in Drevi, Misslseippl, the projéction of Harxist-Huranism means the
elicitation of mass creativity, : o

" - Once the Perspectives becomes the ground of all our activities, there is no

division in any of our work, 1971-72 is the year of the completion of FPhilosophy
and Revolution, not merely as "book!", but as the foundedion for the perspectives
and what will £oliow Prom them, Thus, this 15 also the year that Larcdlsm and Free-
Som has become an internationsl Phenomenon, It is true thebe have been other edl-
tlonp—in Italian, in Japanese.(one one chapter in Chinese), but the French edition
18 plvetal because 1t came spontaneously affer the near-revolution of 1968 did
not go to complotion and youth were looking for the vhy. The British edition is
the first introduced by a Scottish Morxist-Humenist, & revolutionary %o the very
rarrew of his bones, who came to philosophy becsuse he had been in more than a
helf century ofnesr-revolutions, and, from experience, lnows there ls no way 1o
have a suceessful revolution when 1t 1z separated from a philoscphy of liberation,
4nd, above all, this gives.uc the oprortumity not only to once again become sellers
of MiP as founders, but irn fact to have an ongoing class in I&F ih which not enly

="

the contents but the methdd which producted it :Tirst now parmeating all with -

FPhiloso and Revolution, is projected.
Tnirdly,(but firet insofar as Philosophy snd Revolution will no% be & book
until 1t is published) comes the new Dlack pamphlets Again, it i true 1t was

Projected between convention and this plenum, and a speoisl Black-Red conferemce
with 5F was heid in Detroit, it 15 no acoldent that it will become faot soom after
we adjourn, Then comes the projection of this both as a concretization of BER
and a8 new, expanded activities with all minorities.

1y sy ¢ach local will need to reorganize itself and spell out its oubside

ourthly
activities as well an 1ts intemal ones, There oan be no division between them
once projectlon of ldeas are inseparable from organizatiomal and class struggle
activities, ’ '

Finally, thore will be a nationsl spring tour that, though it will need 4o
be xelated to Vniversity lectures to pay the fare as well as to reach those audi-

ences, will this time be above all organizational,

¥ere it necessary to sumarize the whole of the thesis in & single sontence, 1t
would be that, just ae philosophy and revolution are inseparable, so are thought and
sotien from organization, for the organization of thought determines organizaticmal
life even as the comcept of sooial revolution determines the final confromtation with
exploltative capitalism and ite barbaric wars at home snd abroad. Thoere can be
no psaco anywhers wiothout a revoiuiionary uprooting of the old,
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