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DRIFT RR3 PERSPECTIVE THES IS .

THE TOTALITY OF THE CRISIS: NXIOMS WARS AT (10ME
AND ARRO0AD, ILMPANT RACIBM, A RECRSSION

Crigey and Stata-CaEitalism

The fact that svomethine ao World-phaking &g iidixon's wars at home

ould ba triggered off not alons by his stealthily-ordered ine
vasion of Cambocdia on April 30th, but by an "off the cuffn referance to antie
war students as "oums!, heary utark witneus to the ingoluble contradietions
tearing at tho vitals of American capitalism, Heither hi geemling retreat
Irom that telling comment, of American troeps from
Cambodia on the June 30th date set, succoeded oither in clouing the crede
ibility gup, or influsncing the Senats +a defeat the Uooper-Church amend—
ment to stay is hand from firther misadventures in Southeaut Agla, At
homa hiy “Southern Strategy" ma not have won bim lkllace, but has taken .

from under the pretidency any sround on which to stand amons blacks. .

Tho slokness of thin senile land 1o without parslilel, Even so
moderate an organizaticn ag the NAACP, presently (July 3) meoting in Cincin-
nati, hag described Nixon as "antiwliogro. " Whother one looks at the Miss-
tssippl State (otorm) troopers? dastardly shooting wp of a black eollege
womanto dérmitory, or at the masoacre of white utwlents at Kent, Ohio, or
at the vtock market epiralling downward, the unbridgeable chasms betwoen
races, between rengrations, batweaen classes, (not to mention -tha disorienta.
tion within the capitalist class) -= all bespeak disjuncture. It is as if
that loxd of placuss Agnew had pucoesded in diomembering the whole nation.
The outpouring of 150,000 opponente o the invasion of lambodia is but pre.
lude to the struggles ahead, So serious is the recension that 4s envolop-.
ing tho country that labor too «- judging by the wildeats of the postal
workers, -teamsters, and women off ice workers as well as the welfare workery =
. is zird ing itgulf for battles that will not limit themsulves to the bargain-
"ing table, : S E

) April 30, 1570 will no doubt o down in hintory au the day of
imperislist idicoy, Marxist-Humanisty arentt concurned with fixon's idioqyr,
l.e. the ignominy of the swper .S, lmperdslist tiger being ditcoversd taile
onding such Iittle mice as Thieu=Ky~dol. “hat is of importance is the one
thiny none of the ruders, big and little, planned or. enticipated, This,
just thig, produced the wary at home =~ Kent, Ohlo, Augusta, Grorgla,
Jaokeon, tidsaisaippi, Boecaune such devalopmants’ ean tranuform Nixon's
attenpts at a preventive oivil war into a poclal rovolution, we need to
sperd a great resl of time on the subjective ag well ag the objective agpects
of the world situation,

* * Sisnop Stephen 7. Spos towood compared the Wixon Administratior to the
one that ruled at the en! of World r I, when the worst fu Klux Klan-ine
utigatod riots covered tha land, "4ie is the first tine since 1920 that
the dNatloral Adninistration hay made it &8 matter of caleulated policy to
werk agalnut the neods amd asplrations of the largost minority of itn
Gitizans. e o M New York: ijl'sg Jlﬂ‘y' 5| 19?0-
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It is neceusary to probe, why it is that, despite the birth of
4 mayg antl=war movement, the 0ld Left remains almost as isclatod as
before 1965 when the new generation of revolutionaries was born in
opposition to Johnson's bombinz of dorth Vietmam. It is necessary to cee
how pragmatiom has {jept the Now Loft uso unclad ideologically that it is
eagy for the old idecloguus to strip it totally bare of all senmo of dirvct-
ion, The iiow Left remalns suupended over the abyss, the theorstic void,
without any awareness, either of what iarx called '"the spontancous velf-
organization of the proletariat", or of the philosophy of the uelf-doter-
mingtion, not only of nations buf of ideas. The result is that the youth
become prey to opposing 'wanguards®, Pivotal as this iy, it i nacesgary
first, however, tc fece the receusien for the objective situation remains
the foundation of the subjoctive. -hether welre congidering recesslen or
the invaalon of Cambodia; whether the question is the liddle Mast or the
Sino=Soviet conflict, the globsl criues unierlie the internel confliets,
be these the black reveolution, the anti-‘ietnam warmovemant, the youth and
the women's liberation. ’ ’

Thus, simudtaneously with the now "“ietnams", one can chalk uy
many "historic firstu" in the newly aggravated recession. Of. a1l the pogte
war receusions, this is the first that is occuring while 2 war 1is in progress.
It is the first time that even the arms industry has been unable to stop
the fall in the rate of profit, -Imdeed, by now many capitalists clzim they
are experlancing fall not only in the rato, but in the mss, of profits,

In any case, it 1s the first time vhen the country is experiencing, at one
- and the uamo time, plannai unemployment and unplanned galloping inflation.

1t the same time, and despite government inscmination of art-
Jficial profits into the armaments intuutry, there is a ctecp drop in .
business inveutments with Dlg Business calling thiuv "tho tailend of the
‘postwar boom in capital spending." Obviously, the government spending
noarly 30 billlon dollars a year on the Vietnam var, alone, is convidered
postwar(sic) "eapital opending," . _
To bo proclre, the annual rate of accumilation in 3rd quarter
of 1969, which was 10 billion, iu now down to practicelly zero growth.
Hot even the Administration upokesmsn are talking of an upturn in the second
“quarter of 1970, Imndesd, Walter W. Holler, ex«~Chairman for Council of
Eeonomic A visers under President Kennedy, snos no sarious upturn for third
quarter, The Brooking Inutitute thinks unemployment will, by mid<1971, rine
above the present 55, All this, woreover, is a question of talking in-
"averages'nationally. In Seattle, thiu 5% "average" becomos 8,1%. s for
the innor-city_ in any big city =- nnemployment among blacks in the ghetto
is es high au 201,

Jhat in amazing in tho dovolopment of powtwar capitaliom ig .
that despite all the "lesmons" from ity wmr experiencen av well au from
full stato cupitalium of the Ruunian varlaty, which is presently also expere
lonoing a erdislyy despite the "wlwom'of planning and duflcit financing
daiplte blonted armamentu production, not to mention "eonitrolled" oyclieal
criuoni, nothing, ubuelutely nothin;, stopu recessions from ocouring and ro
curring =~ andl heading towrd yot another war, 1In a nuclear sgo thare are
Hebombit enough to kill each other 100 timos overt
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- In 2 word, all of these "firgts® add up, not to something
unlque, but to the most characteristic tectbook, that iv if it iy varxts
toxthoolt analyuis of crises resulting from the maingpring ofcapitalism w..
Paying the worker at value == the minimum it takes to produce and reproduce
his lind = extracting from him the maximum of unpaid houra of labor
{surplus value), the groeter part of which keaps gotting invested in mache
inery, end the leuser in living labor. Thin mainipring of capitalism, i.o.
motive of capitalist production, io at «!ds with the method of automated
produetion vhich nex!as evar feuer living laborern to operate, Hothing, in-
gluding total utatification of y.x;oduction{ can reyolve this_overpowering

gontradiction, except the abolition of value and surpluc valuo production,

If this factor of state intesvantion in- the economy appedred
only as & war phenomenon during World War I., the worid Depresuion shou Ld
have made ns reslize that we had moved to a new vtage of world cconomY:
state capitalisnm, In any ecaue, lush ag the maus of profits. still seam to
bo under M"private anterprisa', and heavily as the ectraction of unpaid hours
of 1a bor weigh on workerst backs, the truth is that there isn't onough
capltal produced to keep this craczy- capltzlistic wystem going with the solf-
same profit motive on an ever-—expanded scale of preduction., The proof at
the momont is seen from the fact that neither Plani (und state intervention
in the economy iy state planning) nor Armaments; neither “liquidity" nor
planned unemployment ¥hile controlling the cpclical crises from becoming
fullericale Depression; neithumr neo~colonialism, nor even ‘industrisl
helotry" of US alse over its ilost Biropean allies in technologically

advanced lamlo indeed, and not even an sngo wr, cen stop the decline
in the rato of porit, the tobH e e poDe L, cen

-~ The irony of owr age of abuolutes is that Just when vome self-
styled rlarxists ware roady to strepy that thoe Jegline in the rate of profits
is "only" a tandency which is sof tenod by many countere-tendencies, (an! that
Inoludes thet of vtute capitalism calling ituelf Communism) the most overw
povering factor of the decline in the rate of profit is recognived by the
capitalists themsolves., For the truth issthis Yo an age vhon even from
a "wurely economic! point of viau, ijarxtu forecast of capitalivt collapse
hay moved from thoory to 1ife. 11 the more important is 1t to look at the

totality of the orisiu ag it apposrs politically in the diverientation among
the super-poers vying for world mastery, ) . : :

II. Cambodia and the itddle Faut, or the U3, Ruseis and China

, Who wonild huve thdught thet Nlxon would carry out the acts that
Che Guevara couldn't pot revolutionarios to do w= oreate 2 or 3 Yietnanms?

Ard succead where Mao had not succoodled we convince North Vietnamto prafer
a protracted war to 'peace negotiationu" and thereby follow Glap's guerrila
philouophy that extencion of Liclds of battle “is the best wmy to doun
4 foroign onemy? Yot Nixon has made all this como to pass, Hy ordering tae
invadion of Camboia on April 30, 1970, Nixon hus, with a alngle stroke, not
only wetonded the battlefields, protracted the war, but; after all, created
a uingle, unified Indo=Chineso poople to fight Us imperialism. MNot even

Ho Chi Minh, vho had tried for 2 decadey, wao thet succesufml in oroating _
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a pingle ravelutionary front throughout the entire peninnula,

Sihanoulk, wio tried so hard to keop Cambodia neutral that he
oven launched an attack against the Khmer Rouge juut a few months before he
himnelf was overthrown was forced into a united front, not only with the
Khmenrs Rouge, but alto with ‘orth Vietnam, the Vietconz, the Pathet Iao, not
to mention iiao'c China as tho headquarters of his Government in B:3le, As
againut iWbron's ignorance, however, ChousEn-lal knew how to kesp %o the sido=
lines of this Unlted Front formatlon created at Kampuchea, In & word, far
from signifying an end to the Vietnum war, the pulleut of American groum!
trocps on June 30th from Cambodia, wven as the invasion of April 30th, has
laid bare just what Wixon means by "Wietnamization", Under tho delusion that
he can have Asians fight US wars if only he arms them, pays them handgomely -
arxi devaustates their country, Nixon has launched the second Indo«China Var,
Hixon ¥nows as well as any body that 1970 is not 1958; that "Wistnamization"
as a Korea type of "ending of the war" cannot be, But now that the lMiddle
Eagt is likewlse erpanding from an Arab-Israsli confrontation into a Rusnia-
USA glaring at each other, he hoped that he could cell the idea of a sucdesg-
ful /ietnamization to his alleged "silent majority."

Thus, at the San Clemente White House, what had bean planned
and touted as a glorifiecation of "wictory" (lilxon's designation of the
Cambodis mivadventura) with the representatives of the three maddr IV not- :
works turnod, geemingly asuddenly, ints a warning to Fussia about the "terrihie"
danger in the Hiddle Emat, Thorouzhly fluntered, Hixon made parallels to,
the misuile crisis in Cuba. Yhilo no such parallel exiuts, rusula’s otrat -
egic placement of SAM 2's and 3%y in Fgypt, American imperial might's:
delayed reaction to lussiars acting in Eyypt exactly as U5 imperialicm
acted in Vietnam, sending in "advisers® on the way to thelr pougible bo-
coning pertleipants must be closoly emmined in a global, am' not just an
Arab-Iuraeli confrontation, contm:t.

The ArabeIsraeli confrontations have bunn continuous ever nince
the outrirht Six Day “Br in 1967 hadt stopped, but no peace resulted, The
faet that dixon, whoh he firut won tho electlions, thought he could re-
establish American oil interewts in Arab lands merely by announclng & new:
Mgven handed" polioy, is proof enough.of how far ifixon was from comprehonsion

of roality, -luguis weun't playing that pame anymore. iot since 1969, whenr
1t held itu confrontatlon with China at tho Ugourd}

The Amerlcan "oxperts" on the Middle Uast had long noted tha.t
reoponing the Sueg anal shortens the route both betwoon the faltlc amn -
Zlack Sea ports and to Lhe Eaut ~= to India aml Morth Viotnam, not to mon-
tion the mecest it allows the eonslderable Wussian flest bound for tho
Indian Ocean and the Red Sea, Thoy further told fiwon (us AT ho didn't know
US dmpecislionfs global interestui) that the whola ciscussion of whether to
nell or not to soll jots to Israul wes no longer the real problom. flussialts
goal by nov s , as 8 _Br itish oxpert put it, ¥{reedom of $rensit thru the Dar—
danelles » the {isditerrancsn and tho Suoz uanal -- even at the price of
supporting the Arab staten in tho cxtinction of Israel." Tho latter countu
for 1ittle to nusuia, not bocause ghe caresfor the Arab Htates but becawte
shu wants the Suee Canal rogpened for hér own imperdalist and giratepic
mtwoatn, j.nciudir;g tho Sino Soviot cogg_ict.
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Wixon's “sudden® intersst in the Middle Haot au the croussroads
of the world whore a change in the balance of the ojper powers could et off
Jordd \fer ITY hao, however, nothing to do with tho Sino-Soviet conflict,
though ijt. wao Nixon's erdaligt invasion of Cambedia that created the
opuortunity for fimo to regain averythins, or nearly averything, he % Tout
?fﬁ?n he ?‘g‘fuuod 3, Unite] Front with (noeis i3 Theip Vietnam ag US rainel its
bombs on it. This time, as against (ussia’s wavering over Prince Sihanouk's
ouster, China not only became the hsadgusrters for the Cambodian tiovern-
ment in Ettle, Hao &lso convinced the Cormunisty in Cambodia (whom Sihanouk
hzd battled beforo he himuolf wms overthrown) to accopt him, both an Loader
for Jambodia, and the Chairman of the newly~croatod United Front of the
IndouChinese peoplo., .tugsia wvaus excluded from this mesting a Kampuchea,
but this did not sppear as a refusal to unite with all anti=US ferceu.
Rather, it way a wuy to unite the Indo-Chinese people directly involved in
the struggle against 8 imporialism, Formally iiao's China was noppart of the
Sonferenca. With hic liay 20th eall for 'world revolution, iao could
even lag claim to being a Marxist, ’

) Outside of the eploltative rolstions in China itself, the che
thing, however, that belled ifwo's pose as a'world revolutionary! and exposd
hin Likunosu to “ussla, as to the other super-power aiming for world magtary -
8A, was his attltwle to tho iiddie Fawkt, Just e85 he had crowned Prince
Sihanouk ait & rovolutionary, so had he crowned, not only Arafat but also
that faseint, Shuleelry, and that as far back as the sve of tho 1967 war,

He now procooded to prove tho totulity of his approval of the "Arab Rewolue
tion® by stronsing that he had nevarrecognized Israel ¥ HNoithar tho fact that-
2o had not yot conquered powur when Israel wan born, nor their glorification

¥ T To try to divert from the oconcrete r eality of how Israel wae born and
the clsas struggle in yaoch country with some geme:rrl theory of & ' two comp!
w orld as if only .the Jewlsh messes nead to overthrow their ruling olasses,
but the Arab masses are with thelr expleltative rulers beoauss they rop—
Tegsent "She progressive forces" is oriminals To the .. tent that Ierael is
now an ocoupying foroe, resistance ageinet it will, and is, emerging. It

is this, and not commandos from without that serve s o beascon also for
the Jewn who are opposing Zionisms. It wae the threat of gencolde that
unified the naotion. Commandos frem without, led by exhortexrs of the

" annihilatiog of Isrgel" oannot, however, be anncinted as & " revolutionary
foroe," not even when Mao adds his blesgeinge to thome of the fasoist
Shukairy. : ]
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of Stalin who had been the first to recognize Iarael because, at the time,
the whole of the Widdle East, ssowpt for Isreel was in Western imperialist
hands, stopped their present rewriting of the history of Israsl am the

" oreation of Western imperialiem.t

" Sooialist" rhetoric , notwithstanding, AraZet has;in one respect,
sunk one step lower than Shukairy. As aguinst the latter who claimed he
would reoognize Jews as Palestiniang 4f they bad come to the country before
1947, Arafat, in July, 1968, authored the 14th Palestine Council Covenant
which "reoognized" as Palestinians only those Jews who had lived in Palestine
befors 1917, That this meant dooming most of the 2 % million Jows in Israel

and , precisely, it should be added, +those who were not Zionists, who came
not " to colonize" but to attempt eetablishingamultinational rocinlist re—
public ) secmed of little concern to ¥oo who hed the Sine-Soviet conflict
on his mind. : )

) N either Mao-Arafat or Breghnev-N:zssor wers worried over the fact

that, as against the plannesd genooide of the Jews, Nixon's ™ peace plans"
might eppesr as the more " progres ive' since all were pure thet the " Left" .
knew not how to distinguish their opposition to US imperiglisn from that of
Rustin-China and the MArab revolutionista" even when these include actual
slave masters as those in Kuwait, Satidia Arabia, much less the new "revolut-
ionaries", such as Arabs fighting their blaock countrymen who hunger for self-
determinations Therein,  therein pr.oisely, lies the tragedy of the American .
Left. This manifests itself not onlywn the guestion of the Middle Eaat; but
of the black revolution, This they are all supposed to be for, and yet thelr
agsoclation is not with the masses, but strictly with those self=stylod
vanguard lesdexs, as if they, not the black messes s are the trus vanguard

of the American revolution.

" Merxist~Aumenists are conceined with clas. struggle and national
liberation struggles, not with strug,les betwcen state powers, be they nuclearly-
armedl or only nuclearly ambitious. For the revolutionary movement, ths denger ’
lies, not merely in state powers, military might, exploitetive relations -
tket enemy they know. The danger lies in the fact that the "Left", 0ld -and
"New", -which do digtinguish themselves from US - imperialian, yet hardly bother
%o do so from the Rus ian or Arab positions, much less the Chinese as if
Marzism. didn't signify, fivet and foremosh, and ahove all,” from all exist—
ing exploitative state powers. The pragmatisn that pervades the New Left
like the Staliniem that pervaded and pervades the 0ld Left, equally. lay
bare the theoretic void opened up in the Marwdiat movement since Lenin's
death. Leon Troteky did fight Stalinism and did, with the rime of fasoism,
attenpt to reas.ess also " the Jewish question', It is $rue that, to the
extent that Troteky refused to face tho r ality of the ulass nature of
Stelin's Ruscia or the new stage of world economy us being state capitslist,
be left his “heirs" a dual heiritage of world rTevolution, on the one hand,
and Rug:ia ag & "workers! stmte" s on the other hand, but he is,in no Bonsa,
responeible for the Trotskyist epigoni tail~ending of Maoiem, much legs
whltewnshing the Areb States as if being anti-Israsl % makes one "pro=Arab




-

ravolution® and one nesds but to enunciate "Apgh revolution” to have foudal
stetes beoome "progressive onga, It is not by turning to Al Arafat, how-
aver, that we will fing o way to uproot Americen capitalicsm. Let us, instead,
turn to the black revolution.

The Black Revolution and the Xmpange in the New Laft

From threc very different blacks an auto worker, g GI; a college
gtudent —=on three totally different topics — the Teoension, Vietnam, Nixon'g
"Soutkern Strategy" from thres separated places —- Detroit, Vietnem, Virginip -
¢ame oommenta eo nlike am if spoken by one person on a single topice The
worker saids MRgcimm is the issues There is no middle road any mora. The
days we accepted what Reuthsr used to BBy «- W have to teke the lesser of
two evils,! —- ave gone. You have to ge to the extreme nows In thsi the
3 leck Fenthers sre right. ¥We need a revolution.t .

: . The GI who is at this very moment sbill
experionces just s mach di
of black GIg by a Dblacic re

studied by gll = gaid "The L
The heast (the white m The Black Fanthers give the

~ beast something to fear, like we foated the KKK all of our liveg" !
- whelming ma jority of the GIs folt raoiwm wag the real isiue, and they should
&ll be home fighting it, even if it meens participating in riots or whatever

1t takea.

The. college ntudent saids: "Reoimm ie the imcus." But ghe -~ and

8 vwho spoke = accapted neither the white libaral nor the whits
radical nor the Blaok Pentheras "Raoiam ig ths isiue. Nixon's Southarn.
strategy ie not what the white liberals oay it is, not caring sbeut blacks

¥ In oontTest to the Vulgarities of the Trotekyist epigoni, heve are excerpts ‘
from Trotakyle writings in 1937 and 1940, published in the Workers Intornational
Hews, June-July 19463 o .
"During my youth I rathor leaned towsrd the rrognosis that the Jowe of
different .countries would be assimilated and that the Jewieh question would
thus dimappear in o quasiwgutemntic fashion, Ths historioal develoment
of the last quarter of a century has not confimmed thig Derepective. De-
oaying oapitalism hag averywhere swung over 4o an exacerbated nationalism,
one part of which in anti-senitim,n ’
" You ask me if tha Je Yion utill oxiste in the USSRe Yam, it-
exigta, just gg the Georgien, even the Ruasian questicha
exist there, turenvoracy stiflea the doveloment of
national oulture Just as it does $1a whole of oulturs e.as The latest
Mosgow irial, for oxanple,
Presenting internationalist

of selling themselves to th atapo.t .
" On the other band, the Jews in diflorent countries have oreated their

brees and daveloped the Yiddish language as an instrvmont edapted to modern
e must therefore revkon witk the faol that the Jewisk nation

will mainiain itgelf for an entire epoch to came.!
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because of the wide-spread yearning for law and order. Everything Nixon does
seyst I don't need you., Blacks are dispensable." To her, it seemed that
the white radical did not understand the -zoe is.ue, subordinated it teo the
anti-war movement, and hardly questicned why the mas:aere nt Xent brought out
150,000 protestors wherese only a few cemme out at Augusts, Georga or Jecksaon,
State, though the killings there come as a result of sympathy for the students
killed at Kent, Ohics A nother student interruptedr "We just don't under-
stand all the pervérsions they (the white students) glorify ~~ the romance of
poverty, buying $8 Villege blue jeans and pouring bleach all over them and
the whole flirtation with filth. People don't live like pigs beczuse they
enjoy ite They live that way because they have nothing else." As for the
Black Panthers, the black student continued, they slso give no total answels
"They have lost effectiveness by being recognized » /tes the lea.ders"/ They
have become legitimate. They are just another group raising hells Aftera
point, people den't me them ds threatening any more."

The main disagreement of the black worker with the statements of
she black students was directly related to produstion. He said: "I do not
doubt that Nixon thinks blacks "dispensible®, but we, in production, know
that, without us, there is no production. The real point is to unite worker
power with youth idealismm and energy. 3But for that, the youth, especially its
leaders, must begin listening to us, stop loocking dovm at us as tbackward' .
Then, and only then, oan thers.be & suocessful revolution." :

Inotead of the usual hietédric method of thesie-writing, we chose
this way of prasenting the enalysis of the black revelution in order to show

that almost any random conversation by any group of blacks would reveal both
the continuity of the ever-present black rovolntion, and the meturity of the
age a8 well as the separation of themselves from the Nggtablizhed" lesders and

the underlying philosophies.

‘There ig no doubt that ever mince ths anti-Vietnam war movemeni in
1965 meant the Toturn of the white siudents from ghettoizing in the South to
their college habitat, thet the blacks felt thut even those whites whe con-
sider ed themselves revolutionaries did not really understand that Taclem wes
the imoue; that the American revolution would emerge not abroad under some
other flag, but right hers, and on this question whioh the whites seem {0
take or leave, depending on gthér interests. At the ssme time, none of the
black leaders ~—oven. Reversnd King, who did have a mass base ~—
ocould make it" in the Northern ghettces. As for the Cammicuaels, their
words were revolution, but they weren't even here when the ghetio uprisings
erupted in 1967« Ever since then, no tlack organization gained an active
me3s adherence. : .

B eoause, however, both cbjectively, presently and historically,
the black maasses have beon in continuous, csaselsss revolt egsinst this
raoist and olas: sooisty, and because they unve not etopped their search for
& total philosophy. they ar e not at the impnsue tont bue Leit, eaten up with
pession to load, is at.

The impasse among the New Left perodoxically, and not so paradox-
jcally, has come at the very momeui when the anti-war movement is at its
height, has geined many new forces with the mascaore at Kent and in Augusta,
Georgin and Jackson, Missiseippij when the bourgeoise itself is so divided
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that both in and out of Congress, in and out of the stook warket, and in and
out of the military even, there is no sudh thing a8 a united command., The
theoretic void has made it nearly impossible to give actions & directicn.
Pragmatism and isolation from the proletariat, not to mention disdain for

it, has led both to cultural nihilism and intellectual arrogance that rivals
the vanguardista "party to lead? variety. The "lndividualization", pre~-
sentation of media type porsonalitise, is bardly an improvement on “vanguard
party", eny more than Height~Asbury is on "party besdquarter., Botk share
the common illusion that via superstructure, via "oultural revelution',
"communes" outside the meinstresm where the mes:es live and labor and struggle,
the system itaelf can be uprootede In & word, whether it ig & Lao or Fidel
or the individuglist patty bourgeoia intellectuals, =ll delude thempalves

thet there ig a substitute for £ Dass uocial revolution.

Because neither super~structure ner under-structure —= be they
"communes” built on "biologiecal solidarity” and other "life styles", can aub-
stitute for class aolidarity end atrug les, rgee self-dstormination and
struggle, thers is the danger that the Tine idesligm of the youthy new in--
depondent wovements like Womens Liberation and even black liberation would
-fgll into the txap, sspacially vhet appears "new! among the old Lefts Meo—
izn. The old Left's Ysupariority' lies not only in the faot thet they under—
stend the valus of collective action and act themselves in un organized manner,
but thot though bereft of a toial rtilosophy, they do understand the neasd for
theoxy ae against those who think it can ail te picked up "enrcute".! The mass
yearning for a total philosophy is one thing Mao vnderstands fully --and perverts
totallys Not since the Analects of Confucius has any attempt been made to have so .’
totalitarian a hold on the whole of Clidna as the guotations in "the little xed
book." '

But this is not why it kas become a pele of attramotion for the American
New Leit, or the French, or the African. Rather it is tho elitist concept in

"The Theught of Mao Tee~tung'that exercises & pull on the sdninistrative mentality
80 characteristis of our state-scapitelist aga not only smong rulers, but also
among intellectuals who oppose the sysiem; are roady to die fighting it ——but

: naverthelg;ghg.}'e eaten up by & pession t¢ lead because they have not an ounce of

confidenca/in the proletaviat whom they consider "buokward"/ in thé black masses

whom they consider too preccoupied with race %o be as totally in the anti-war

mcvement as they are. And, though opposad to the Mvanguard Party’, think nothing
of osonsidering the convolutione of their.minds &g the truly "new', and free both
from the old Left and "romantioism sbout the proletariat’s role'. Ingtoad of
questioning why they are 5o enamered withk Meots "éultural revolution® that they
never once listen te the genuine revolutionary opposition to HMao within Ching , %%
they question the opposition within Chine and in the United States that turn
their backs on intellectunls and The Leaders who keep inventing substitutes for

- the forces of ravolution—any and ell gubstitutes, mo long as it is not labor,

not independent mass movement, a nd not the labor of working out & new relation-

ship of theory.to practice, that begins with the movement fron practice.

##+iThe retrogressionimm that passes for revolution ig seoen weekly in the Peking
Review's attaok on the ultra-left, but nowhere more glaringly contradictory
than in the issue of January 30,1970, whore the main artiole is entitled
"Consoientiously Study Cheircan Meols Theory of Conitinuing the Revolution

under the Dictatorship of the Proletsriat", and the central point of this

permanent revolution is promime tho nnsses nothing for "one to several.
centuries"| Or, to quote Mao himself: "In the reslm of politios and ideoclogy
¢ very long period of time is needed to decids who will win in the struggle
between Socialism and Capitaliem. Severcl decodes won't do it. Success re—
quirea from one to moveral centuries " -




