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B R A PHILOSGEIY AUD SEVCLLTEIOY by Reya Tanegavekevs
Part III. Qutling* of Chapter 2 - - New Pessions and New Forces

v+ New forces and new passions
spring up in the Losom of
society...

~=- Marx, Capital, p. 787

Black became the new color-determinent in world polities. Just when 'the
educated ones" were finally to acknowledge the foct that the ATfrican Revolutions
hnd introduced a new force on the historic stage in the wniderdeveloped countries, thz
Negro Revolution in the U.E. changed 1ts locale from Black Africa to White Americe,
thereby cxposing, at onc and the same time, that rocism has been the very warp and
woof of American "Qivilization,!" and that the Black Americans had always been in t'.o
forefvont of the struggles for frcedom, not only for themselves but for moving huran-
ity forvierd. In a word, the MNegro had slweys becn the touchstonc of Americon eivil-
ization, both in exposing the wllovness of its Cemdcracy and being the catalyst for
human devclopment, whether thot was the Civil War end Populism in the 19th century
and of the 20tk cantury,.the crection of the C,I.0. and the current very dirferent
upheavals on and off the carpuces which has produced a new generation ¢f young
revolutionarics, black and whito. .

Vhat was new in the ctoge zeached in the 1980's by the Bleck Revolis in Harlin,
Watts, Newark, Detroit and very nearly throughout all of the urban arews, north,
sduth, east and wust was the complete spontaneity of these outbursts, unexpected,
not only by the whitcs, but by the new young Black Revolutionary leaders who had
almost as 1ittle Imowledge of the new form of revolt until after they had actunlly
burst on tho secene., Spontonelty is, of course, the hallmark of all mass outbursts,
ané it wes oo in 1955 in Hont gomery, Alobamn when tho bus boycott was barely notdds
nationally, and in 1560 with the youth eit-downs, beginnding.with Grocnsboro, Norih
Carolina, when cverybody did bocomo wware of the new stage of Nogro revoli. ™ Howeved,
in 1955 ond 1963, the leaders who cmorged could st ieant lentch up" with ithe spontar-
cous eetlons of the masses. : ' R

: ‘The main leadorship which resided in Reverend King, on the one hand, and 8NGO,
on tho other hond, resched o hhigh point of developmenti in the fnmous confrontation
with the brutal farce of the police in Birmingham, not cnly in the cournge of the
Nenro Youth thnt withstood the hoses, unlenshed dogs, the cattle prods, but also
theoreticnlly in Reverend King's fomous Lettor from o Birmingham Joil.

Therc he ralsed the struggle aninat segregation to o new philosophical level.
Although ha did not, ao did thu Bast Europvon freadom fighters, relate the freedom .
atruggle to the humaniem of Marxism, ho did illuminate the struggle anew by quoting
Martin Suber's famous annlysis of human rolationships as a question of "I-Thou" in
ploce of "I-It." The paramount philosophic rolationship of subject-object hed

¥ PLEASE noto that the word, "outline," —- or perhups I should have oven snid "bare
ontling" — is used here in order to stross the fact that this chopter will no doubt
be completely rewritten. DFirst, mach in it cannot he doveloped before tho tour ix_s
complutod boenuse of thu mny diseussions I will bo having notionally, both on Philos~
ophy and in the Blaeck/Red Confrvences, Sceondly, now that the rough dra®t of the
book hes boon comploted, many now aspecte first will evolve when I, mysolf, recd this
ns n totelity. '
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suddenly assumed an urgency vhich, by being conerote, did away with the separate
spposiieness of subject-objcet that hod viticted oll of modern thinking. That is

to suy vhat cppoared az an almost minor problem, = legal quastion, and a local one

at thet -- 2 question of scgrugetion —- become an internntional question witk the
@ost profound philosophic ramificetions thot touched on the most vital human relation-
ships, the rclationship of "IM 1o YOther,"

There was no "even" dovelopment further up the ladder once the Negro reveluti.n
reached that high point in 1963, As the scruggle doveloped north and there met with
both more ferocious and sore subtle oppesition, while the movement from below vias
simultancously expressing itself in new forms of revolt, first in Harlem ond the
following year in Wotts and Newaork, reaching a climx in Detroit, the leadership on
wop monifested the same division between leaders and ranks thnt hnd cheracterized
211l movements involving intellectunls and workers. The new black militant leadership
vwas cqually unready to listen, mich leas act, along the dircetlon of the voices fror
below. At best, cloctrifying slogens, like "Black power®, failed to spell out cither
what was o be done or on what theore slecl foundations were the various actilons to
« built, Instead, they orgued the question of violence vorsus non-violence, ns if
‘the espouscl of non-violonee, rather than the comter—revolution against it, hod
brought the movemcnt %o the crossronds.

When the gheito rose up egeinst the corditions in the north, its unemploymon

© its tenemonts, its discrimination, the leaders were still in the south —- or abroad. .
Tnen the ghetio up: uprisings rcached the point of ifnvolving some white labor, even con-
ducting ingerracicl. "looting! in Dotroit, the lcaders berated all "hunkies.' When
the black youth became involved in the anti-Vieinam war movement, both JReverend King
and Stokcley Cormichacl wore with them, but no lessons were dvawn from these united
zetions of black and white. Cn, the contrary, because of the underlying differcnces
iu whatever guidance the lcoders were accepting, even the best of the slogous, such
88, "hell no, I won't go' assumed an amb:walent cpplication,

Whether thoy now speak of the pressing nced of ideology or deny 1%, none will
spenk openly of what docs guide them, (Liberntion, 1969) cach specks in a
shorthand langunge not cven Imovn o their own followors. Each onc relics on being
‘zgainst® in the most concrete torms and on being “for' in the voguest terms. 'The
only thing that is clear is that there hne been o split and 1t wasn't anywhere as
‘bloodless" as it was nssumed 4o have been. Thermost vile terms are used to describce
an individual who left either the Panthers or the SICC, not in order to go to o class
anemy, but to go to the other organization, Thus, Stokeley is referred to as o
"demagogue! windbag and n genoral ne'er deo well, but Huey Newton, who is the hond of
the Poanthers, is deosoribed in the most lauvdotory terms, not mercly because he is in
jodil, but because he advised his fellowers "to read Chairman Mno's Thoughte" (Progros:-
ive Iabor, February, 1969)., At the same timo the Black Panther's paper will use the
same type of language agningt some in SNCC, 2zain without abusing the whole organiza-
tion, but rather by singling out an individunl who is "working in tho some territory.:

One thing, however, all the leadership of all the bluck orgnnizations refused
to do and that is to unfold a comprchonsive philosophy and do battle in the field of
idecaz, which deesn't moan that ns leaders thoy weren't engoged in battlo in that field.
The closed doors on those discuszione, supposedly, were dirgcted agninst whitey. In
faet, they were dirceted againgt the black rank ond file and while that rank and file
werc soporating thomsclvos all wlong the line from whitey, the lenders accepted idens
nelthor from their roanle wend £ilo nor frem the rovolutions in Black Afrien, but from
tho Slnc-Cube theories of guerrills warfare, This, scemingly cver oo concrceice o
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Question, wos in the circunstonces ot hend, the emptiest of abetractions.

although evexy leader was aoting as if the inovitability of the ghotto up~
risings had always been so elear to them that they were propared and had o "prograg !
ull worked cut, thoy, in Ioet, Jmew pov where to go, what 4o do riext or how to re-
late this to the fphilosophy! thnt wes guiéing them. The upshot wne that, just
when the spontoncous mass cutbursts were at their height and erying out for o new
piilcrophy of liberation, nll these vangunrd groups reachced an impasse, oplif, and
moved further owey from the proleterisy pase in tho ghettoes, Thus, the most wili.-
tont and newest of the black revolutionnry organizutions and one of those whose
activities are in the ghettoes iz, meverthe loss, more sctive with studonts than
auong workers. Thie, SKCC, of whom very 1 itle is heard these éeys, ceema to have
attachel itsclf wore tu the ifioist than tuc Cubon version of wrban gucrrilias. Thic
doos not menn that cither is vorking out new theorctic foundations. gach is most
Amcrican in its stubborn clinging to "m tice,™ grippod in that most terrible of
01l legies, the logic of crpiricism whose undiseiplined verplage and unfounded
genoralizations can lesd, not o now roads of revolution, but only to totel fruatrma-
tion. ZTuclily, however, tho mosses are not following thoir leaders down that path,

FMrut, among those vho do not follov, are the blaock workers who are mere con.. )
ceraed with corditions of labor in the faotorica, the do-nothingmess of union leadars.
on the quustion of diserimination, and with the very concopt of what ¥ind of labor
© & non showld do, This question Pirst arosc in the strugglos ogainst automation )
when lobor, ‘both bunck and white, wildeattod agninet their wiion leadership. It is -
true that by the 1960's, in the Tight for upgrading, black labor fought nlone. Yot
this latest struggle cannut be scen fully outside of the labor struggles which began
with cutomntion., ‘ ' .
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Here'follows Woriters Battle Automation, pp. 21-24
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Lianitind ' hos evidently roachod $hie ond of something when the richest and most
povierful military might on carth shoute to the heavens, not about the wonders of 4ts
production, affiuence, nucleay gigantism, but about its "mplaioe.” This isn't all .
duo to "spirit." It hoo very docp ceonomic roots. All one has to do o seo this is
te read the Ammunl Report of the Council of Beonomic Advisers, The 1964 report
shows that no lese thon 34,10 million are dofingd oz poor. With the ecsealation of
the Viotnom War and the groving affluence, 30 million are 5ti1) clagsifiod ns pooxr.
There are still 3 million wonployed, wieh iz o meaningless fipgure when it comes %o
the black commmity, where, it turnc out, wnomployment runs as high as 15% and even
25% in the "irmer eity.” This is during e period of so-groat oxpansion of the
goonory, so immense & swoep of wealth that it is ostimated that by the yoor's ond
(1960), we will bo Just 150 billion shy of the t1illion dvllar level! ¥o wondor
thot  this Myrpnirplloledh proepority s accompanied by tlhe rovolt of the poor, and
by what is ealled a "atrango spirit of malaise throughout the land.” Tho seel of
bankruptey of bourgeeis civilization is the bankruptey of 1ts thought which has ab-
" diented all responsibility, glving up oven its protonse to any participation in any
strysele for the minds of men,
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The color, blueck, cannct be mnde the secapegont for the estoblishmentis foilure
to communieate with 1ts youti:. On the contrary, the only lines of comuunication
still open to the black cerzunitics lies with white youth and preeisely becnuse
their eolor 4s m:t so mch white as red. Thot iy 4o soy, we arc bock to the color
of freedom, the philosophy of revolution, the possible bridge to the pivotal foreoes
of labor in the bosic industries. Whore in +he U.5. the color there too is black,
the elosest we hove come to actunl revolution emmnntin- from the unity of student
ad worker was in Franco. Here too, there was no 7wl apprecintion of theoretical
needs, although definitely the French youth, in particular, and the Furopean youth,
in gonernl, are by no means the progmatists the Amerieans are, nor as Hertert Morcuszn
would have it 4n Lig latest; An Fusay on Tiberation: . ’

More thau the "socialist humrnism! of the enrly Mnrx,
this violont solidarity in dofense, this clomontal socialism
in aetion, hns given. form and substonee to the radicalism of
tho New Left; in this ideological respeci too, the oxternel
rovolution has become. an cssentinl port of the opposition
within the copitaiist metropolos... the foet remeins that,
for a whole gencration, ‘freodom, ' 'socicliem,' and 'liboration'
are inscparable from Fidel .and Cho and the guerrillaa.,, .. (pp.él—?,

e ¥ H R ¥ E xR

2) FSM and the Negro Revolution, pp. 38-42

Hore Follovs: ;1 Eugone's French Report
3) Scetion from Convention Roport on "Culture.t

LRI )

It is there, too, thot the theoretic questions were raised more soriously oven
whon there was a denial of the nced for theory, The youth kept its distance from the
uldor generation, including its philosophers, both of the old rndieals, whose theory
waos .considered "obsolete," and also that stalwart indepondent who had dominnted a
whole generotion of the iomedicte post-war period, Jean-Iouwl Sartre. ‘Neverthelesa,
whether Ararchists or Trotelyists, the rocogrition thni unless the youth could worle
out a relationship to the workers, be with them, nll would be loat, i.e., the
revolution would never be borm, but be aborted, cloarly implied the noed for a unity-
ing theory. To the extont that thoe Mnoiste got anyvhere, it was due only to their
Scparation from officinl communism which woo doing its best to stifle the revolution,
Yot thic docen't mean that Maoism didn't £odn converts. Preciscly boeausc they did
hove & theory, did ospouse that "pelitics commands tha gui” and did tall in global

" terns meant, of necosality, thot they had a following, though young, thai following
deniad ite parontoge. ) ‘

The whole point is that the objectivity of dinloctienl developmont is so over-
whelming that' it ceto as o mgiet for the unconscious, pemi-convcious or conscious
only of the faults of a fnlse ideology. Thiz hoing B0, 1t becomes all the more
ncceasary to recognize the main philegophic cnemios of hidtordig dinleetics. Thoy ere
subjectivisn cnd intuition, Subjoctiviem can be enlled tho political roformist
cownter-port to the Knutian "Ought," for which the gool is never in the presont but
constantly put off for "the futurc." In tho srring r*%elt ~in Franco (2968), roformiet
trade unionism and Communist class collaborationism kupt tha 1id on tho young worlors
who wantod to alimn with the ctudent youth, BSince this was obvious to all the New

.
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Lert, there would be no polut +o devolop furtlier the concept of subjeoctivism if it
viere not thut the most revelutionnry of revelutinrary verbiage —- dnoism that, parc-
doxicully, does inrfluecnce tho sane Left —- werc not itsclf, the nome of subjeetiviam,
"The invineible Thought of Moo Tse Tung" remaing the substitute for objective renlity,
Maotan is interpreted in one way for the widerdeveloped countrics - M20 yoore = 1 doirs
cond another way for the ndveneud countiies —e "world revolution® ~- no mntter how
dreosed up i Morxist lenguage, 1it's nothing vut rubjectivism in tho age of state
capitalism — state powor to command cthers to obey *he dictates of Tho Lander,

The second phileoacphie enery of the dialeetie —~ the intuwiticrists —— aet as
if nogative, i.c. revelutionary developziont gtops the morent they sre dominent. Want
then remaius is only the "organization" of what has been zohioved by their vietory.
Fcther called the Party, the Culturnl Revolution, the Cuverrilia, the otiéitude to
objeetivity dis the disreparding of 1t.  Voluntariem hgs its netural complimont in
Orgenizotion, Organizotion, Crganization, Thin ie why the “spontoncity" of guerwilla
varfare, whoether in the Mnoist form of "politice commonds the gun,” or in the Cubon
veriation thot no Ypriopt theory is necosanry beeouss the "foea" is itself the rarty,
is chom ond The Leader remains Yhe-distinguishing mark of this latest forn of sub-’
stitution for soecisl rovolution, That nevertheless, this acts as o point of attract-
ion for militant black intolleetunls, whe espouse "urban guerriiles," ccompels a
second lock ot the theory of guorrilla wnrfare os it hos beon abbreviated for gquick
dissemdnntior {n sort of "inginnt revolution") by Regis Dobray,

X K KR R

Hore fcllows IF2L reviow of Debray'a bock
T * X K X K :

The gelf-development of the mgses, who themselvoes would mnstor the brinciple:
of dinleetic iz, if aot the farthest thing from the minds of the youth, surely from
tho minds ¢ "fho Ieader." Aoy quostions of new beginnings must ston from thu loader,
rot frem the msses, who ars therc only to excecute the "policios® alrceady worked out.

" That the,aiecd to undfy theory cnd practice is the only way to traneforn renlity is,
ogain, the forthest from The Lecder's mind, ‘ .

e saconé regoticn in proletarion revolutions i possible only becouse of the
proletorint's self movement to fivat negation. To hold fast the controdiciion ond
yet w0t bo duninated by 1t 1s tho core of Merxian Hegelianiem. Philosophie eognltion
cannot create new categories upon the dietaton from above., Only vhen thore is Tinnlly
0 new woy of meking the plunge to froedom does o new category arise. The urgency then
for o roew unity of theory and proctice flows from the compulsion of the ncw society
5till hold in the grip of the old., This is whnt Lenin grosped fully, only when, both
in thought and renlity, cstablished Larxism fuiled to move to "seoond nezation,thnt
is to soy, proleotariom rovolution. e firgt oxpressecd this ' thought abotractly ns he
recd leogol and noted: "Cognition not crnly reflecte the world but ercates it." It
sounds like nbsolute idealism, but it vng, in Inet, the new objeetivity gained by
Lendn from tho need to geparate himsclf from the Scveond Infernationnl, cnd therewith
the new npprocicticn of Fhilosoplyrs FPoliticolly, this got cpelled out, Loth in State
ond Revolution and in the first yeors of tho actunl ercation of the Soviot atate as
"to a men" —"ihe population to a mn would run productlon and the state and begin
tho crduous work of aboliching the divislon botwoon montel ond monual 1oboT —- or,
there would be no now gsocioty, And, finally, in the last yonrs of his 1ife, as he
batvtlod with his Bolshevik co-londars, he kopt reitornting this concept of new subjoet,
nev theory, new uwailfying pilloaophy, in the most personnl turms: Stolin must be removed
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alivsother from his pest of Genernl Seeretary beeause ho was "too rude and disloyal,®
Irotsiy 4o "the most talonted poeroen' but too attracted to the "rdpinistrative®

slde of guestions that commot be settled administratively, Bupnrin, the grentos
theoreticion, never "fuily widerstood the iialectic,™

The tragic irory of this vinrning 1s thnt Stalin alone wndorstood what Lenin
meent —- and be onposcd it, The historic result of this hns sinee become Jmovm ce
-Stalinien or sizic enpitnlisn or totalitarionism, It ig thin historie, objeective,
Perversion of [nrsism thet is the founiteinhead or Iinoism.

Bukharin and Trotcky fniied eimnlly fo sonse eithor the objeeiively or ihe
subjectively chanped world situntion and, fliercfore, folt no need to retum to Hepel
fs o woy of ereating o philosophic foundetion for mecting the chrllenge of the now
times. Few woys of crenting new rozds te revolution that sprung wup from the non-
iduological shape of the neow economic conditions did mich to shalo up the status guo,
but nothing to tear i% out, root rnd bronekh, Now that Ceornriiet siote ecapitalism
elvdlenzes corpornte copitalisn for domingtion o the vierld, the theeretic void in
the Marvist movement helpa medoo the world erisis cosclute,

125 yonry opo, Wnrx saw this, not boecause ke vag o prophet but bLeeouse of nis
profound discermwmont, bo+h of "the lavi of motion of eapitaiiom” and  the inndequary
¢f the vicion of "vulgor communisn? in the sreation of a now soelety thot was to be
built on human, insiecd of proporty foundations. The mere the young Marx caturod,
en? the more he eonecntrotod hiz studies on the ceoncrie lows of caplialiism, the
more Insistont he was in streszdug the aboolute in mon's developnent "of Lils creative
dispositiona, without any pro-conditions other than antcoedent hin torienl evolution
of 211 humen powers as such, wweosured by any provicusly estoblished yordsiick -
on ond in d4p0lf, .., the chsoluto movoment of boecming." And, it is this vhich tho
¥ors of Gapitnl doserdbed ss "Lumon povor vhich is'its owmi end..."

I% ds this truth of the Marxian Pirilcsophy of Tdberction which st be re-
captured in the dnily life and struggles of the rank-and-file workers, the youth,
the noew black possions and forces. It s imposaible, ucwover, to grosp this truth
‘when o dcliberntely puto on non-idcological® blinders that would close the path
to total cmaneipation Treed from cxiot state powers, Vhot is neecded is not o
new "vonguerdiem," be it perty or guerrilla army. Uhat is needed 15 the relcasec
of all the inherent and nequired talents of men.  The quost for unlversclity is
eryling out to be rolonged. ’ _




