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.PHlLOSOrllY .I.Nil REVOWTlilN -- by Raya Dunayevskaya (Drnft) 

~ART TWO -- The Interregnum: Void and Retrogression vs. Movement from Practice 

Ghr..p·;;cr II - - 'Th.c ?cst-wa1· World 

A- ~';c.rx 1 o Hl1Ji'..'lninn vs. tho "Thought of l:no T.sc-Tung'' 

Tho Eo.t~t Eurvpcan revel tr;, nt one end o~ the globe, ;md tho Afric[:Jl revolutions 
at thc. oth~r end, op0ncd n new po.r,o in t.hu dinl~ctic of thought as ..-.•ell na in world 
history. A rcfo:or..ulation of th::- rolationst'o.ip between theory o.nd pro.otico soom':.lc! im­
pr.:mtiY0 if' tho rovol ts fro~ Co:nr.runist tutali tnri.:L'1isr.l, nnd the nntioncl. indcpunde:nc-:.. 
frt'ln Woote::m it'lpcrio.listl were to dove:lop intc a fo~·1artl r.:~ovomc'nt of h\.U:n."lity tlmt would 
not ~top halfway. FC'.r free this bc.:.ng ~ neeQ. . for intollcctuo.lc c..nly, it wo.u n need the 
Ji~.'l.sscu thoos.,lvoG f~lt uost deeply. It i.J the:y who dct1o:aotra.tcd thn.t there il3 u m·.:.vc­
IUt';nt from pro.cticc to theory ao well as fro!:!. theory to pmcticc. At the crossroads 
they found th:.t without the; 1mity of th<.:se :ncvemcnto n proccos of cuctio:l U!:'..:!noting 
from tho tvto nuclear v!vrld }XlYlt;rc ·r'10uld pull thcl7: o.•.-,uy from their vcrJ rc:"son for 
being. To usc en expression of !!ogcl' s, who hD.d the mch co.eicr job of unil."';Ving thc~Jry 
C.nd ].n:n.cticc in the rcntricted rcclw of thought, 1 '~neh of these by itsc:lf is one-
sided U!1d contains the Ide:! :!.:Gm:lf only :1~ the sought beyond ond uncttci!lcd goaL" 
(Scionco o:f Lcgic, Vol, II, p, 466) _ 

Instc:t_!l of r:r.y ml~h :roforr...-ulo.ticn of theory to pra.cticc on tht: pnrt oi: ei thor 
1&-.lniz"ta or non-hhrxistf;, wbD.t we were confronted with wa.s n theoretic voifr which wo.s 
quiuldy filled by e-::.~tc-c::\jlitnlim> co~linl; itself Cclnll\lilism, First,it quickly labt>lled 
tho iuldc:::lyinG Mnrllct-!IUI!'~iat philosup!".y of th,; E.."lst Europoari rovol to 11Rovisioniot." 
This "thooroticc.l" dcsign .. "l.tiou wo.E quicl:ly o.ccaptcd ,by Vlostc1n in~c.:llcc~!l despite 
the fact t!lD.t ttu::y 11..--.d 1-:ot been fcolCd by ono ioto. by RusDia 1 s clnim that the Ilungnrinn 
r~vollltionnrioc lad c. 11 COU!i.tcr-rcvolution" ·,vhilc tlic Rusoinn t~cs thot rolled over 
the i!'rccdom: Fic;htt:rEI wore nchioviug o. 11 r~vol".ltion! 11 Hhc:.tovor the rooeOn for this 
st'r::ul&o intcllc.:ctuo.l cohobito.tio~, it wos no passing phenomenon. · ll doondc lntcr, Vlhcn 
l.br-..r's Hunrmism has .proven itself to bo noithcr.o. mora ova:misht sensation nor re­
stricted to c. few intcllcctu::u.s, but ::lll o.ctll:ll movcl:lo;~.t wt..ich kocpo spr:L.'"Jgi.ng up and, 
oc iG· tho wont o:f greet idco.ll, crum.ot be crushed by tanks, not anly.io the 11Roviaior..ist:1 

dosignntion still o.d.horcd to - but by. rovolutionorics ond countcr-r~volutioll:lrics 
alike!* 

r.~Ol"COvur, dcopi tc tho extant to which i'&::.~ot Hunrulisin ms boon studied and sym­
posiums hold, tho flectom nttitudu .to Mc.t'Xist Hwnanis!!l is. still no more clive .to its 
todo.y-n.:;Bs. The:y r.ct ns if it woro notllil'lfi r.1orc thon something Mnrx olabomtc:d in 
1844! But neither the EOst Europu~-or thn African·rovolutionnricc wore· conducting 
University ncm:i.n.!lrs. Evon Co.stro crig~ly hnd cnllod his revolution 11Htunrulist. 11 

The ono tl".J.ng thnt united a.J.l revolutionaries .wns th:~.t they were dctonlinud to "rcnlizo" 
th.."\t philosopllY) th."".t il.;l to s!!y, to moko freedom real. As cc.n b~.• soon from Czechoolovak:l 
tho Eaot Europcano nro ntill dotcrminod to do so, It is thio unity of :freedom and 
baing which mkos it illlpoooible to kill th~ iden, ~ho striving :for a unity o! philo­
~ophy and revolution kucps rocppoo.ri.ng and koops hoping_thL1.t prr..c.tico isn't forever to 
pilo up its martyrs, while t.l-J.c· movement from theory romnins 11ovor thoro. 11 

Unfortuno.tcly, tho only oncs who approcintod both.-ita urgoncy and ito soricuanoss 
o.ro tho Chincoo Commur'.isto, Sinco, however, they, like: tho Russians, oro a stnte power, 
a. stotc power with globe'~ aimo, what hns raoul tud is the taOst acinous theory of rotro­
grcssiou thc.t ncvortholc.:ss nnnogcs to pnsa itself off oo 1iognlito~nn, 11 11uncorrumptod, 11 

11Puro" nr .. d, thoUBh 11utopiCUl, 11 nnc1 o. bit out oJ.f touch with 11roolity11 ana which will, 

* The oolo exception in tho TJ,S. io Socl.'>list Hwmniso, oditod by Erich Fromm. Also 
sao "Tho Fourth Is'ltcnUltior.:'\l Consr~ss on the Problema in Enutom Durupo11 (held in 
Wiosbndon, Sept. G-9, 1966) puhliohod horo under tho nnr1o Elemonts of Chnnl;o in 
En.stnrn Euro..E£., ,•.'11:t.o,1 by n. R. C1c.llicl' & Kut't Glnnor. 
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;;i;c~:~:L~;;::~~i!:~f~};~;~~.~~~./:~~~~·~~~~~,~~~~:~~''rf~~~~~~:·:'~'~;c~~ri~:~::t:i;~~-~~~;~~t: 
:·.:~· ~-oc:L~ or(,.Jr. :'::'cr ::·~:o:.t bt.:::n .. : ~ :~rolctt'..I'i;.'.l" rcvol:.·.-:;~c--., -~:1.:, 1;l':':!O!;lo 1L; Libo::.t".t:i.o:: 
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:;=o<luc·i:;j_oJ: :1c.~·k. ~:~::.!_. didn't mean that the masses manit welc01,1cd the Red J.rmy which 
r .. ad overthrO\'nl the corntpt, ho,ted, exploi't>ative regilile of ChiD.llfJ -l{'ai-shek tho.t bed not 
C!Vtln known how to fig..l-J.t the JupaneEe ir.lperic.tlist invaders before the Communist Po.rty 
helped them :i..."'l.to o. United Front -- the rechrintencd Illl:le for the 1925 "block of four 
clasoes. 11 ·n,.Jorkero, peasa."lts, -petty bourgeoi~ l!nd national co.pito.lists,~' that is to 
say, aJl except the "bureaucrat capitcl.iats"o.ud neompr::hior bourgcoian or imperialist 
lackeys. It did tl&nn that the prolotc.ric.t a.'l'ld tho new Communist rulers alike knew 
th..'lt what they now had was 11stutc capitn.lism,u not cociali.Sm. 

The nation was unified., The cconoo;:",y ravaa:ed first by endless 11exterminetion 
co.mp:ligns"- of Ccr::ll!IUilicto, th .. -m by tho inva.di."lG Japanese QI':I!zy' and again by ·civil Wli1.r, 
weo :!"eho.bilito.tcd. The Sto.tc l1..c.n showocl a much hoalthier rate of growth than India. 
This """ the firct tiLlc in history t!u.t a Communist I'arty not only headod a bourgeois 
revolution but boasted tb..ct it alone would· CO!ltinue to lead in the state-ca. pi te.list 
transforrretion. · · 

From tho start, Li Li-ca.n, who \'te.a then Minister of Labor, Ill!ldt: it clear tha.t 
11
G.rceter production is the t1ost i'unda.mcntal tusk of tbc Chinese trade tmion. • • develope(· 

labor Cnthuoiasm ••• oboc~ro lnbor discipline ••• regard for both public-and priyate 
interoot benefit boti.1 lo.Oor and co.pital. 11 

no wonder it wao not dconJcd nacose~i-y to convoke o. Congress of tho Pa.1'ty to 
celebrate so no:n9ntous un event c.s conque~t of power. Tbo Constitution adoptud at 
the Seventh Conerecs, held. in 1945, wits doomed sufficient for the period after conquest 
of power. Aa Lin Pioo caid recently, tho arona in wJ'I..ich the Peoples Liberation Army 
operated were always 11a. state i."l J!d.nnture • 11 lt: a word, they were practiced in state 
po·wor. 

SUch was tl:o reality of our ototo capitnl.ist a,ze in tho early 1950's. 
Such 'was the ronli ty of a vtcrld- where tho Cold War bCBQ.ll almoot directly after· "t~e 

hotwwa.r ended. In fact, it a~'U'ted all over again with probir.g "little wars," such 
as those in Kerce. and in Vio"tnnm. 

SUch wa.o tho rcoli ty of. the poot-wr.r world wbcro . the only two remaining Big Powcrn 
tho United States n."ld Ruasia - left mrkers all around tho globa whoro the nt~xt war 
could otert - two GCI"':l.."Ulies, two Korean, two Victnnrus. 

On tho other 1-'..and, tales of mss utU'est, be they about tho l!linora in tho u.s., who 
wont on a prolongerl (9 :f'ul.l months} t;enornl otr.!.ko againot tho newly-introduced Auto­
r:ntion mchinery, or ebout the political undor~;round of Eaot Europa which soothed with 
op~"sition to tho newly r.:liood "labor nomo" (opoodup} sie;nallod changes to como from 
bolow. On both continonto comctbing no1·1 w:>s nlso happening in tho realm of thought. 
Juct ao coon as Stnl.in died, in Mr:.y 1953, ar, incubuo was indood lifted from the bod,y, 
mind 1 and soul of the m..'lcooo in East Europe and in tho forcod labor camps in Rurloia. 
On Ju!>O 17, tho c!r.:: burot opel> in Eaot Clorman,y, llcg>Ul ca n strike alltlinot opood-up, 
tho workers 1 rovol t in E'lot Borlin sproad throughout Eaot Gct'llJney. Tho movocont was 
both apontnncouo ar.d unrrcC'c,dc,ntod. It inspired rotwllion in tho Vorkuta fOl"Cod labor 
cnr.rps doop inoidc Ruoain. It holpod topplo :Soria and destroyed forever tho !1\Yth of 
h1 l.nJ 1 t~'l:r:l n~1 :1 nvinr11'1J i ty. It htu'l h('}etm to _P.ro.cti£9_ clc-Rt:tlini:""..ntion long before 
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Khrt.mhcllcv' s ..:;ccrct scnsnticn!ll np:.:ech r-.bout Stnlin 1 o "crimen. 11 The 11workcrs 11 movu­
r.lunt, furthcr.:oore, wno chD.ll.:!neing tho Corrmrunist monolith ut the point of production 
O.:J ,..,ell :·.a the politic..'1l structu:-c, in it!J philosophy us well c.s in the arts. 11Brcod 
o.ni! F:.·ecd.oJ:1

11 
wc.a the sloe,an; !:Jc.rxist Humo .. 'lisa t:hc ur.derlyir.g J:hilosoph~,r. Coincidcr.tall~ 

that is to ba.y~ :J.t the C..'1ml.l time, but indcp~nt!cnt of each other, a new philo::rophic 
journul, DJutscho Zcitcilrift fur Philosophio (Gorman Journnl of l:hilooophy) wcis :founded 
under tllc ~di tor ship cf the elder Err.st Bloch, who was not a furty mccbcr, o.nd the 
young Wolfgr.nt; Harich, who wc.a. 

It is trur~ tr..a.t th~ two l:!.OVomo!lta were: i."ldepcndt:nt of ~mch other. And it was prc­
ci!lcly boc.."l.usc th~ thcorctici.:ma stood on the sidelines a!> tho workers rt>vol ted tht'!.t 
thl..! Journal VIO.S pcrmitte.:d publication; but th..1.t in no way cb..'l.Dgc3 tho rcnlity, th!':t 
the two J:lOVcmonto -- one from practice fran belen nnd one from theory - were born 
eirnllta.ncously.. It wcs only otter the workc:-a 1 rc..,-olt tho.t the esoteric lectures of 
Ernst Bloch -- wtich h:!.d heretofore been con.fi..'1.od to his philosopbJ.· students in Leipsic;­
geinod a lnric following, and. Bloch 1 a first two vOlumes o:f Des Prinzip Hoffnung were 
published (1954,1955). '!'he workers' revolt .i"'.a.d b&en supproEJscd o.nd, in any case, thea~.: 
books wore ccrtc.inly out of the: rooch of the worker£; - or so thought the authorities, 
who m...-..do no movo ae;o.its t the ct1i tors of tho philosophic -journcl. in East Ger.nuny or Imrc 
Nil-gO in Hungary, \iho was appollli!1G his expulsion frail the CorJ!llUl'list Party. Thl: tho.w 
woo otill on a.nd the r.DJt f'to..mouo do-Sto.linizor, Khruohchcv, was convinced of tho clua­
:l.v..;ncos of any unity of philoscp~· ond re:volution. By 1956, however, ·ovorything g::~.vc 
wey under tho whole:! Russian Er:lpiru in Ear.:t Europe. The Hungorinn moaoa rose up in 
outricrht revclution. ·It wo.r; then thnt the ruling burcacracice in Eo.rzt Europe us well 
os in Ruesir-.. caved ~e-r.:.inst tht! intullcctuo.ls. It. wo.s then· tlmt tho distinctiol'). between 
ii:tcllccturu.s u.nd workers vo.r.ishcd. ~he unity of thought nnd actiOn was achieved in 
tho;;: h.::c.t of revolution. · · 

Mao's Chinn, which' l-ad pnid r..o nttcntiori to tho East GcnJ~'l Revel t when it occurre< 
in 1953, th~ yco.r it ir.itiu:tud its Fii-st Five Ye:lr Plan, was vo:.ry much involvc.:l in tho 
1956 outbrclllts in East Euro~c. Chov. En-lai quicltly otoppcd·hic flirtationo with both 
'Goaullm ~d ~.'ito. Inet~ad, N'.ao 1s China. urged tho sonditJ.g of troops ·and tanks to cruSh 
"thtl Hunet,.rio.n U.Ovolutic:J.. ±t hr.d become.: clc!J.r. boyond _the porudvcnturc of nny doubt 
that it wasn't just intcllcctur.l dissent, whether it vm.o no innocuous as tho ,Polich 
flirtations with So.rtrcmn Exiatcn1iialieo, or whcthc.:r tho underlying philosOphy was the 
hU"nr.d.so of J,Iar-.A, It wns opCn revolution. ' 

At tho same tigo, horror of horroro, the revolts usoinat Comffiunist rule pore not 
ce!lf1.ucd to East Europe or Vorltuta. Deep inside ChL"'lO, voiCes of rovol t spoke up 
loudly tuld clearly. · 

It wo.s e.gninat this rcvolutiono.r'"t phcnomt:non thtlt rr.ao reacted. This is the vczy 
opposite of taking arca up ngninst Chiang Kai-shck, much lees cgainst foreign invaders. 
Th.i.e wao otrueglo with the. Chine:so mss..:~s, somo of tho very ones who hnd hclpad him 
in the revolution aanin3t oxtorr:al anomies end iutelTllll corrupt nrntr clique of 
"cornpro.dor burocucrn t ca. pi tnlio"::s. n 

Tl'.is tir.c he wo.s tho mn in por1cr atriking out for tho preservation of the system 
toot the ColllLlUnist Forty itself dcoignntcd as "stato-co.pitnliat. 11 

In Soptombor, 19561 when the Cbino•o Cmru:runist P.orty fin..'llly got around to holding. 
n Congress, it still dcsil)llUtcd tho cc~m·try as stnto-oopitnliat though it stllked out 
tho cle.im tbnt the workoro 'ltld pcnsants !1..~d nothing to fonr from otnto-capitnliom 
boco.usc 11tho cor.ltlllndir.g hoiehts11 of the ccononzy- wore in th.:.: hunds o.t "tho dococro.tic 
dictatorship of the people led by the Cotlllllltliot .Party." 

Tho very rit;>,:t oonth, however, thu HU116:tri..'ln Rovolution broke out. After Q. brief, 
n vorJ brief, cxpot"imont with ::llor:itJG froodom of cri ticinc in Chinn, 1 t bocntlo nll too 
cloar th"t voicoo of rovolt wore not r.gninst 101ruahchov, but against .Mno himaalf, 

To tho extent th:!.t Mno could delude himself to thillk that his new opponents wore 
nJ.l 111liShtigts 1

11 ho could stop Ilia oxporimont in tho !roo flow of idono, and, inatond
1 r.n":c nn .11\J tu111 .111 J'Ol1rit•n, p1nns, porapoo·tivos :fo1· tho i"Uturo, rmd cnll for 
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11A G:.."'o~:t Lonp l<'orwnrd11 nnd tho cstnblialum:mt of 11 Pooplc 1 s COL'mru.."los" which would bring 
thcr.1 11 di1·c·ctly11 to Coli'Jllll1io::t. J1.1ct like thnt, by fi'lt, by roct:l.ficntion, by n lot of 
swc::l.t ancl taU, a.."ld in fo.cc of o.ll obsto.clcs,· includillb nuturc itself. :aut it YIC.3 im­
po:;siblc tc co.rty an thin cho.mdc when, eftcr t~ yc.::.r, ir..stca.d of r.nvin..-: brou_::ht Chinn 
to Utcpin, tho Chineuc reaace v:crc broucht to ncnr-stnrvntion. 

Tho fnilurc of tho cxpcrincnt, the continued pr<.;scncc of unreSt, c.nd the new im­
puJ.ccs ir. tho world for n diffcrm•t \';ay of life ·were the compulaions which went into 
the tro.n~ifO!"L'ntion of one who ho.d been t~ r~.:volutiomry il:to tho id~oloeist of the n1lir: 
cl:-.!Ja. ThiEl, then, bccmao tho crcnt divide in China. ill gcnuml nnd in the "Thought of 
l<'L"'.v Toc-tur1g11 in pnrticula.r. For t:ruddonly the vcrJ fnilurc bccanc int~g:rol to the 
M.:toi~t conccptio:t of 11unintcrruPtcd revolution." Ir.c>~·Jrubly auch n mcntcl conception 
1-.nd to tilt over into it~; llbsolutc opposi tc - retr~ercsc2onism. 1 t struck out wildly, 
implacc.blj• ngc:.inst 11Hur.a:.1i~:1." 

11'i'hc Went" m.."ly h=..vc thOUJht thut HUJ:'I.!lnieo wo..e soC".cthi.".lg written in 1844. Moo b:.cw 
it we.::. somcthi..J.g for w}'l..ich tho HU11t.,~ria.na ct:".dc o. revolution, r..nd tho Chinese were flii·t· 
ing Y.'ith the.: idee of doi..'1C cc. Ae Chrl;irt!.Zin Mt:lo Tso-tung cxprO'Dii'ccl it: · 

Ccrtnin people ill our country were dolit;htod when the Hun.gnrinn 
events took place. Th~y hoped tha.t something similar would h~ppon in 
Chinn,. tlnt thousu11d.;; upcn·thouGands of people would dcr.:onstratc 
in the atrcots ngninst the People's Govomccnt • 11 

(-On tho Correct l!c.ndlinc cf Contrndictions among 
tho People. p. 13). 

The \'!est my ho.vc thought tmt Workcrs 1 Councilo was something l:ilto the· tmdc 
1ll'lions~ J,t.-:o .knew tl'.LO.t they were i.n O}::c:r::-.tion in Huneocy. a.a c. true-counter-force t? 
the Stntc. 

Thouch ?l'.c.o o.asured us tOOt tho 11distur0o.ncos11 \'I..:Jre ·the work of ''smll numbers bf 
pcoplc, 11 he novor forGot th..'1t they d:lrod to strike: "In 1956, smell n~bcrs of workers 
:.~.nd students in certain places wont on strike." (p. 59) · 

The .VIost .my have thought tlmt individualism ,:las a questioD. of good old private 
enterprise. Mao feared t~~t individunl frcedoo ns the.test of· social freedom m~~t 
tho r~~dinoss to substitute a. different social order, a classless society in place of 
the· Gor.ununist oystcru. . . . · 

Vfhcn tho voices ·of· rovol t"ll: i., Chine. questioned 'whether six people dt i:hc top 
(cpccii'Jing tho Chni=n nnd Politburo r.tembcrs) could really know wl:o.t oix hundred 
nti.llion people wanted, M:J.o knew th .. ~t he hnd on his b;:mds six hundrctl million individtt'll. 
who f'ol t thcmcol vas C\l}Xlblc of deciding thc.ir oWn fa to o.nd desirous of cstc.blishing 
totally new hum."'.ll rolntions. It is true that a.t first Mao scorned satisfied with the 
Ruooinn nttncks on Hur.nniom. 11Ko.-.r.runist (NC. 5-1957) gave out the line: Leninism 
11nccds no sort of 'humnisction 1 nor C'.ny of thu reforms proposed by tho proponents of 
1 hw.wri.st soeinlism' •11 By than the rulil1g Polish Cor.JlilUllist bw:enucmcy OOd accepted 
11tho line" and the nttC'.clt was lc.u..'lohed o.r:,ainst nll 11rcvioionists." Jo~zy Mirowski, 
Politburo member wrote on the eve of the Wri tcrs 1 Congrc.:ss: "All revisionists describe 
the::Joelvos as c:L""oo.tivc Mnrxist.::J. Thora is only one M:1.rxism; tn.o onG thnt guides tho 
party." 

By 1959, when !frJZUshchcv visited Eiocnhowor, Mao had other views. These wore re­
lated not only to Khruchchcv· ruul tho now Sino-Soyj.ot cord'liot about to Wlfold, but, 
nhovc all, to Chin..--:.' a intonlL.l dcvelopci:lant. hbo ho.c1 not oobnrkod on 11The Groot Leap 
Fonvnrd, 11 the 11now l'o::-.d to aociC'~icmn in order to give VIC'.Y before disaster. On tho 
contm:cy, he novor turnccl his bock, :::.:s \'tO c.:.lll seo a dccneo later in tho Cultuml 
Re~olution nud its 11loa.pa. 11 Moreover, a now, third world bed arisen without tho help 
of ei·thcr Cornr.runist orbit. It is to thom ho now ·curned, not so much as claimed because 
they wora 11 tho new t~tor.:n. contcro of world rovolution11 {that would rennin China's pro­
l'Ot;ntivo), but C..f3 tho arona for the contest with Rusoiu~ tho ;:lind n.,d body of this 
world. All the more :?:onson :f'Ctr oont1J1n-l.nc with the iutun1nl l'uvolutfon, :for prcpo.ring 
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Chi..'1!.~ to go thrcugh with it all the way. As c. nLccz::sa:·y i'om1lla.tion for now t..'lnks, t~o 
fight ogo.inst Hummiot, ~~-,<1 to have his "roup. 

'.i:hcrc wa.s nuv~Jr t'.llY doubt in his rllnd tlmt Hum:miam wc.s tho cnu!l\)". Ao tho S~'"'lo­
Suvict ccnflict first un:t'oldcc!, thoue at'bcks o~ Uum-mism wore hC'.rdly noticad sincu 
tlho !':' . .c.dc sure t~..:~.t cnch m~ch usc of tho word \'Ins preceded by the word, bourgeois. 
He vm.u f'iGhtL'lg Khruehchc.:v cs c. 11 rcvision1t:t11 Md 11bourc;cois humonist. 11'* Within Chinn, 
on t!::.c othar hnnd, !.be rode aura to dcvt:lop the t.ottuck: r:10rc comprehonsi;roly, firct by 
th~.: f.l:'.l'lllcr in which the 11lcoding cc.dro.:J11 would ho.vc their thought rcmoldoc1 b,Y tho 
Cllinovo Acc.c!or~t of Science, cspccj.uJ.ly its Dopa.rti>J.unt of Pr.ilosophy, and, socomUy, 
b;y· r.t'tttckinc; the hcnd of tho aichor furty School, Yang !Isicn-cho, who hod d.'lrcd tnkc 
c:o:.ccption to the irrcconcilc.bllity of tho political mnifcstos ngo.inat Ru~oio.. Hare 
is tho \cy Chou Yc.ng, thc.n atill one of Mao 1 D chief proJXli1Mdi£:ts, presented the apcoch: 
11 Tho Fightiilg Tn:3k Confroritinr; Workers in Philosophy end the Socinl Scioncc,·s, 11 to tho 
Fourth Enl.llrgcd Soosion of the Commi ttco of the Dcpcrtccnt of Ph:!.lonopily and Socinl 
Sciences of the Chinese Acadocy of Science hbld On October 26, 1963: o.t tho very heig~t 
of the Sino-Soviot conflict: 

Cov~do NCo Too-tung h~s shown cutstandine thooroticol 
coUl'f'.G0 end e;o1:ius in clcvoloping dic.loctics. For tho first 
tir..o in r.inndso-Lcmilli:Jra ho pllnctro.ted and syetcrnticoJ..ly 
rovcc.lcd tho contrt'.dictirms within socinliot society in his work 
On the Correct Hnndl:l.ng of Co~t:redictionS ru:~.one tho People. 

Chou then. ·launches i:1tc nn attock on tho no~ and HtU!!l!Ilism going all tho way back 
to the 1844 !Ar!uscripto: 

Tho codc:ri1 re:visionisto t:md some boureoois scholars tey to 
doscribo U.arxisu as hum::~I.ism ru:.d cell Mc>.rx a humanist. Some 
p~oplo co~ntcr-pose tho young M~rx to tho mature prole~ 
rovolutionury Mc.rx. 'In .porticulo.r they mcko usc cf cort..1.in 
views on 1clicootion 1 O>..""Prusscd by Lbr:x: in his early EconoDic 
ar..d Philosophic r.'!anuocripts, 1844, to depict him as nn exponent 
o! the boureoois thoor,r of human nature. They do their bast 
to prco.ch so-cc.llod Htunnnism by using tho concept of o.licnntion. 
This, o:f' course, is futilO. 

In tho c~rly sttteos of the dcvolopcent of thoir thoueht, 16/:'.rx 
a."'l.d En{;.::le were, indeed, somcwha.t influenced by HUDnnict !dens · 
wlUch were cloaolJ· rclntod to ~oDrdlllicnl ~toriclisc and 
Utop:lnn sooioiicm. But, when they formulated the cater:l..'llist 
conception of bist~r; and discov.:rcd the class struggle is the 
motive force of socir.~ devclopmont, .thuy ~odiatoly got rid 
of this inf'l.ucnco. (The Fighting T"-sk Confrontir£ Wor!:::oro in 
Philosop~ nn~ tho Social Sciences, pp. 35-36.) 

!l.'ho roo.con for prolonaing this Ucbcto which, by then, wns nevon ya~rs old wos to 
introduce a r..ow element, an uttc.ck on n. Chinor;~ ollcgod opponent of the continuing 
Sino-Soviet conflict, Yrm(l Hsicn-cho, who hooded tho Hi(;hcr Forty School :md had wrlttcr 
a phUoscphicnl art:l.clo dofini.nG dialectic o.s tho unity of contrt".dictory forces, and 
as is tho wont of Chinoso ur{;i'llTlCJnta.tion, oxprcusir1g this mcthcm..1.ticnlly as 11 2 combino 
into 1. 11 Sincu I&lc to~k this to noon collnbomtion with Russia, tho order was out to 
show th:lt the dialectic, fnr from revolving o.round 11 2 combinua into 1, 11 wac, in fact, 
tho c>nct oppocjto, tlut is to o~.y, 11 1 divides ir,to 2. 11* 

Now this isn't just uobblodyc;ook. TholJ8}l, to usa a chnrnctoristic phra.I'Jo of ~.no's, 
hio "nrm.i.cs of phUot=~ophy11 have horo doco.pit..'ltod tho dialectic in n crude attempt mdc 
to force tho dinloctic to ~:orvc beth thoeo who wore for a."ld ngniust tho conflict with 
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Rusoia., thu point i~ tl1nt 1 t wr..s in his 11Cri tiquo of tho Hcge:li:m Dinlocticn tl"..o.t lrbrx 
first dcv~..:lopud his HUil.'1.11ist views. It is i.i'lrx the l!'L"l.oints nra opposine, not Hegel. 
Runsin tuo t.-ogcm its 1Jnttlcc with Y..:-.rx's Ilur.nnism in 1955 under tho. guise of oopnreting 
tnrx's mz:.torinlisc from 1111\Ystical H.::gclionisc, 11 cmd they too n.chiovcd tho very oppoFJito. 
For !lnrx used He eel 1 e rovolution..'lry dinlactic to attack Hcgol' a bourBoois idco.liorn, 
his do-hw.t.·•.uizntion of id~:.:o.s. To devulcp his nov:, ori~inr.l IIUI'i'IClliGm U.'lrx u:1itod 
m:..\tcria.lis1.1 ru1d idooliso, F:opnr:\ting it frcm the clnso society to which t:l".ch, in 
ioolation, wns tied. Ir.. n wori.., Lrorx'a concept of clnss stnigglc WL'.S for purpoEcn 
of :lbCJlinhirl£ class t;ocict:; and coto.bliahing a new cocinl crdor en truly hU..1i!.".nist 
f'ou:.1.do.tiono. ll.~c, on tho vthcr bon~, ir. perfectly willine to accept tho ctnto-
cnpi tcJ.ist fcundntions. 

Tho failure of his 11 Pcoplo 1 s Communes" to nchiuvc tho Groat· Wt:~p F-:~rward, to go 
11 dircctly11 into Cocmuniso, to combino industry, agriculture, oduca.tion and tho milit."l='".f 
as a bca.con licht for the whole thircl world thc.t would then follow tho lol'.d of Chiim. 
rnthcl~ tlm.."l nucsiu, cciwincod J,";."lo thnt he muat first sot nbout the remoldinG of thel' 
whole n .. 'ltion in c. vm.y th....._t, as he was to put it c dcc.:o.do lt1tor, when hu lo.u.Tlchod the 
Cu1turcl Revolution, would 11 touch their very souls. 11 

**** 

_fl. The RotroGrooaicnism. of Mno Tsc-t'Ul'lt; 

"Clll.Il£'. 1 s 600. r.lillion peoplo hcve 
twc· rooorkn.blo poculi...'1ri tics; thuy 
o.ro, first o:f ctll, poor, anC: sc:condly, 
blC'.nk. Th.1.t rnrxy seem lilco :l bc.d thing, 
but it is really a good thing. Pcor People 
want chango, went to do thi.nen, mmt 
revolution. A clcc.n shoot of paper 
hns 110 blotches, and so the newest 
~d coa·t bo:J.utiful pictures ca.n be 
painted en." -- Mo.o Tao-tun~, 1958 

"Tho Thought of M':'.o T~o-tuns: 
h."\S not srown spont:mciously 
fro1n c.cong tho working people; 

·rnthor it is the result of 
Chainoan Moo's inheriting and 
_dovolop_i.ng in n talc_ntcc! VI:J.Y 
the idoc.s of Mnrxist-Lcninism 
011 the bo.ois of gro!l.t 
rcvolution...1.ry pra.cticc. 11 -- Lin .?ic · 

1966 

Thoro C'.rC those Who sec every l!lOVC of !~o -- bo each us dr-.lstic a. brcdt with tho 
P"•t us tho Great Le~p Forword in 1958; tho Sino-Soviet conflict, 1960-64; onu the so~ 
cr.llod Cul turol Revolution tlnt began in 1966 -- as n rccnnctr.~ent of one or anothc:r 
stoeo of davclopmont, before and r.ftcr power, as one coherent wholG. This would be 
as ~otolly false ns tho Comcunist tullinc the Mho stor; oa one co~tinuing development 
"in eonius, 11 if' not .fron birth, than sllroly from tho birth of tho Com.rmm.ist Pnrty of 
Chinn (1921). \7hilo it is true th:lt onco Moo bocru:Jo Chai=n and undisputed lender o:f 
Chinooe Communism in 1935, ho gcncrc.lized hio cxporicnecs into 11univerool. principlcs11

--

0N Protl"'..lCtcd Wars Or.t. Controdiction, On Pr::'.cticc, On Corrocti!lR)\istolws (Rcctificoticn) 
all of thea aro one for,c or onct~or on the p~eticnlity of thcor,y. 

It is true that, without prncticality, theory didn't intor~at Mao CIUch. But this 
was nothing o.s sicplc o.s tho 1:\{ric.d of Ph.D thoeotl, which oro boint; wri tton thcae dttya 
to uprovc" thnt Mr.o "isn 1 t original," "isn't a. tho~rcticio.n." Nor is it a. quustion, o.s 
aouo learned r.linda shocked by the 11Cul turo1 acvolutic:-,11 think, of M.:~o boi.."llJ oi thor sonll 
or irrntion£'.1. 

Evon more romovod from the nctur~itios of objective development nrc both those. who 
genuflect before "Tho Thought of l1l"'Lo, 11 ca1cl tho varied apologia for following him which 
"hnae thor.solvoo en tho fnct that Mno nlono will ficrht US iJ:lporinliom to the end booo.uoo 
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of their conviction of the icu:linencc of WE".!" between the u.s. ar..d Chir.tl. Ev·cn ii' it 
\'lcrr-!'l't l\ ftu!dru;on'tnl 11.1...'\n~::;t truth thnt cnly th.J lJ'anscs thoMcl ve:s co..'"'l dc·ctroy 
opr.::.·couiv.,;, occJ.d.:lgly o::d.potcnt U.S. irnpori.."ll.irm, it is still o. fact that it is prc­
ci.:;c:ly bcco.usc U.ao rc~ tc li."'lo up uncondi tiont".lly behind north Victnao when it wc.s 
bc:.1burdcJ by u.s. ir:p!lrinlimn, bccrinn:!.ng in February, 1965, thnt a further cplit 
c..cct~rrcd within Co;'U'.:ur.d.sa, thio t-.:uo within "Enstorn"Corru:runislil. Firr.t, it pitted Mn.o 
c-.cn.inst thooc who ::;uppcrtod hiu, lik~ tho !forth J{oronn nnd J:~.p=moce Comr-unist parties, 
r..nd then ceoJ.nat his uwn Ccntrnl Cc:t:liJi ttcc 1 which brour,ht nlout tl:.c 1'Cul turnl Rc\~alution 
Th~ coo.binntion of tho U.S. f'.ttC'.ck en North Victn~ nnd th!': c~ll~psc of C..'lY possibility 
of n Pok:!ng-Djo..knrtc nxis m.'l.dc E~o 1 s own Politicnl :BUrc.'lu, which hc.d supported him in 
tb.l.) Si.~.o-Sav:.ot co!tflict, nO\'/ :feel that r-. unitcc! front with Rusoir. wr.s imnomti~lc to 
:'ight u.s. inpcrin).i3n in North Victno.r.J. J&>.o hii:~.sc-lf', hcwcvcr, sent out Probl'J {vin 
his rcprc:sc.."ltotivcs in Polnnd who continued to l'.c.vc ccnto.ct \\i.th U.S. rcprescntntivos) 
i;o try to c.ssurc hW~c;elf tb."lt U.S. would not attack ChL'lC... For th.';l.t ro+.tor, lone bc­
i'orc tho Viotn'J!.il War hnd reo.c..'l~d tho stnac of o. dircdt confronto.tion with U.S. impc;r­
illli3!J, Russia ~4l.~d bcconc 11Encrn;y No. 1, 11 as shouJ.j h.·wc been evident, but wn.s not (to 
his C. C. ) froo the r.:any ch..~llcngcs* tO Ru~ai..'\ 1 s lcc.dcrship of the Coor.n.tr~iet world. As 
~dgr.r Sno\'1 s"..;utos it, when he cor..sidors tho poseibility of "finol splitn with Russin_ in 
1963: 11Evon Chinn's prcoccupatiou with the U~S·" n.o tho min oncqy r.light vuer el:Jowherc.' 
T!lc £:tot thnt rf4lo 1s eo-lec.dors did not ace it th.."'.t cloo.rly oven at the end at 1965, Vlhcn 
the dlan;;Jter cf the atto!lptod ccup in Indcncsio. tumad into a bloody countcr-ccup by 
tho militt.u-y, is exc.ctlY .wh':".t sc.nt Abo .into self'-iscilc.tion nfter which ho C."UllC out Vlith 
his vcraiun of preventive Civil wnr which he cc.llcd 11Tho l}rcot Proletarian CUl tuml 
nevclution.n 

Tho brodk with 'tho pnst, uot the poil1to of sil!li.larity, is decisive in 11!rh0 Thought 
of l.T..o Tao-tung, 11 Juot :1.e: it io dcoioivc in objective development. It is crucinl, 
not bocc.usQ the break is 11irrctional, n but bcco.usc j.t will reveal tho objective class 
compulsion tuGging at i\~o 1 s ~hoitcht, and disclose th~ gUlf between tho ChineSe ron.li ty, 
and its t~chnol~gicml. lxl.ckVI.::=.rdnoss, as cocporcd to' tho state of world technology in ll.."l 

auto~tcd, nu.clac.r world .. It is riot bccnuso M~o iS 11wlllf\1].11 'olthough he is-indeed 
vary willful: he docn not live nostaligic..".l.ly in tho post, but ia very r.ruch a. nnn of· 

· today - but bocausc he thinks that production is increased "by takinG hold of the 
revolution, 11 th'lt ho ic forov-or calling for 11uniii'tcrruptod11 revolution. Thc.t this 
leeds to t.hc moot horrif"Jing theory of' rotroarovsior.. .docs hot stop him frorD .. his 11m..'\dt: 
onru~h tO disnstcr because he is govorncd by the concept of Communisn {read: Stnte­
cnpitnlisc) n.s the ot~ao of hUIIr..n dcvulo,uent. 

As in tho period of clnoo colluborntionis:J1 both with Chilll".g F..'li-shck end with 
11 p:ltl'iotic c~pitt'.lists" nttc1• tho Comr.."Ulliet conquest of power, sO in 'tho 11Grcnt Leap· 
::'or.·n,rd11

• tho concept of contrediction wna denuded both of' tho objectivity which under­
licl3 the ::Icgolio.n concept, and the clnoo concept which is the cas once of the M.."lrxian 
concept. Philosophicnlly - if aorJothine to which oo m::my differunt c.ncl opposed · . 
meanings, cttributcd to ono nnd tho sene l!'ction, co.n ba Ccl.lcd 11 philoeop}'zy'11 -- tho 
1957 "On tho Correct ll:mdling oi Contmdictionu Ar.Jona tho People" is r.:n updated 1937 
"On Contr:".diction. 11 Mea is still op~rc.t1.!1g \'11 thin the conco'pt of tho Col!IIIIUnist P..lrty 
c .. s tho ono o.nd only ono vr.n-gu..'lrdr cvet .. r".D he i3 still opomting \Vithin the concept 
thnt oontro.dictions arc allccodly mnipulc.t~blo. It is not this opocch th.~t ::ltlrks 
tho brc~.k between the !.',:,o of tho Yoru:m period who 1 though ho changocl ns ho =o to 
power, in tto fund.ru:umtc-~ wcy dcvintcd from his clnss collaborations. It ia onl:v nftor 
the Hu.'ldrod Flowers c.nd Hundred Schooln of Thouaht bloomed and contended eo vil;orously 
:\a to quootion his Cc·lllJ!IUl".ic·t system that tho old revolution..~ry boeins to bronk. The 
countor-r\lvolutionar;y Logil:.nin~, i.e., thv inaistonoo thnt ctnto powo1· must b~ mnintc.il'lG:· 
:12. ~ \·.'lnt, .!lQ. ~who tho CI!JJ)nnent, uvou_ if th..'\t C\pponont bo tho rn:1.ssos for whom 
tho 1·evclution wus r.r.dc! 

i<· !TOTE: liEnE FOLID'/S TilE SJol::1'ICIN': 111965, Tho C1ucinl Ycnr, 11 from 111tfao 1s Chino cud tl:.o 
~-~J:vlotnl'inn Cul tUI':"~ Rcv.Jlution, II rrow l''oJ..i tico, Spl'ing, 1968. 
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It i~ true tl::1.t Mn.o in the 1957 speech intl"'c.lucoJ. the idor~ thc.t contradictions 
~):i:JtcJ. a.lso in 

11
oocin.liot soci,.;ty, 11 \'lhich 1::> c~rtninly somcthincr now, but no l':'CWor 

-:h .. "!tl thir.killg th~.t contr:J.dictio:1s ~rc L'r.niFulotnblo. \'rh..i.t M::.o w~a Uoing in 1958 did 
hr.vo ito paro.llel with wlnt St"lin o.ttompted ill 1950 with his "St:>lin Plnn for the 
Tl~.nEJfor;'!.:'.tian of I'lvturc, 11 for which ft•.ntn.etic schcco he broueht in !TikitC'. Khruohchcv 
frc;:n the Ukrrdno.* Anll no doubt Khrushchuv told 1i' •• ·1.o ::o. bit c.bout thllt utopic - end 
for once: he w:-.s trut;J.tul, Out M.-::.o woulJ nut listen. As llcturu rcf'unud to bond to hio 
plnnc, ~·Inc, like St!'!J.in, ho.d to rctrc:\t. Eut while Stco.lin could rotrcat, not only 1:1 
f::-.ct but ill thout,:ht since he h~d "c:J.ught up" with cc.pi t~lis::1, but this wns on nJ. together 
n~.JV/ 1 nutolll.:!tccl, nuclc:1.r-powe:ro1 c~pitnli:m.. So N'~o bce::L.l'l to builcl on tho fa.iluro of 
the Grc~t Lcnp Forw~:rd, ll..'l~ the vorJ ml.!JO ~r&-um.:.:nto th..'1."t wore oupposcd to bri~ the 
!.1illcniUI:'1 in tho brie:fot~t op..."'.cc c.f time - 20. yuc.rs = 1 drl.y -- .tho "People' a Communes, 11 
the "miJs line," tho endlc:::::':l hourc of 1:\bor -- VIera nov: heine \Wed to sta.te tho cJC":~.Ot 
oppo:~ito- tOOt if even it too1~ 1110 gcn;;ro.tiono," ·still this wc.s tha·w.:ly to proceed. 
This couldn 

1 
t be G~id c.t once: .i'or the clit::."..EJtor of tho Great Lca.p For,•tr.rd was followod 

by .tP..z·co conae9utivc yof!rs cf n .. --:.tur.:--.1 ca.lc-Jni tiec -- cnd not even Mno dnrlld sr:.~: Conti!'!.ue 
on the G=-..r.to pnth. So, while tho Contr::-J. Commi ttcc dicl order o. l'Otrc::J.t, he stopped 
down frorJ tho prosidi.m.cy Ol' tho 'Republic. · 

Al tocutho.r di'f.f'orcnt, then, iG t!~u wny in which j.ho reintroduced the: concept of 
ccnt:r.ndi.ction o~cc o. foroicn pewur, insto.J!'!d o~ his own n!ltion, was. lL'lder nttock. 11hcre 
in tho ch'lllenco to Rusr.i:t. on J.unc 14, 1963 cmd tho athol:' Nine pamphlet-length 11lc·ttcra11 
thr;t fcllow~.:d ·tho ch. ... .llt;!ll:';e t:; Ruf.lsi.n, for lc::!dtJrship o.t' tho CC!:II!lUltict world, he did, 
iridocd. introduce thCI cl.:lSs concept of ccntrm1ictivn. It \'1:!.13 tlrl.s brcolt with the pc:s·t 
that f:i.rot cropped up "'lltilc Sillo-Sovict conflict. HoweveL', it was enveloped by so 
r.ru.ch rl:volutiulUI.ry verbiL'.gc rc.:gnrding th.~ Third· \i'orld bci.r~ tho 11Storri Cantor for 
World Revolution" tllC'.t .no one notice<! th.'1t the~- 11eru naked to be randy f'or auch pro­
lonecd wr-.rs thr~t 1 t would "tcltc c. 11eontury11 to rerich (.!Von tJ~.s, ":primi tivo soci;J.isra. 11 . 

Ho one doubtc tl" ... '1t, when· it cocos to mili tur;y questions - thoorotict'~ or pl'ncticnl­
a :pon&mt bnscU c.nny- or c. pro:fossiouoJ. onC~, Mc.o is u £!enius. And, he is cortriir.J.y on 
"ori(;:l.nol", when it comes to 11 thoueht rcmoldine:.". No One bo.forc hir.1 hnd c:vor con­
sidered that tho 11 ror..oldiiJg11 of' onoOulf w.:te not n tn.'lttc.-r of an individtL~ 1 s ,ch'"'.nging 
c:onvictiOlls, but something tr~t tho .collcctivo. i:npooca en tho· individunl, and not 
ncCosGaz·ily by force, althouch Ua:".o novur hositctcd. to un'-l force.. It wc:.s mcor..t to !io 
an nctu.."!.l ccntol :feo.t. It is utte-rly absurd, or course, to think tho.t a. clnos cnn be 
rornolclod zr.~y, !lC :1~:tter 'r'lh'lt its role is 111 prc:.duction. It W.:\s fantastic .cnouch 
fCir Str-..lin to think th'1t, by fiat, he cculd 11liquiclctc tho 1:u1c1~s ·ns a cla.so. 11 But 
to lmvo tho illusion thnt one C<Juld c.ctu.."\lly J:•v:nold a· class .into tht:.~ oppooitc of that _ · 
which it is, both objectively nnd subjectively, h..~s nll tho oo.rmnrko of insnnity. 
But if it io inso.nc 1 it is tho nntur:-.1 inscnity o:r nn nctunlly oxistL"G stnto oopitnl­
ism, iE_ ccnto.lity. Just no Marx, L'l looking ct tho cn..-.rchy of oopitnlist production, 
rofu:Jcd .to COl'll:lider it thl) opposite c:f cnpitolistic 11o:rdor, 11 holding th.-;.t 11its 
disorder ia ita order," so with tho otnte c:::pitclist mentality. 

r·~ cl.l began directly a.ftt.rr thu .ahock, nvt from what M~~o now c..~llo "revisionism" 
but of tho oxistcuco of n .!£!!, :o prolvt~riC>.n l~ft to Coc::n.mism froc within Comr:n.u1ism. 
Tho Hun,a:nrinn Revolution we~ boyon1l tho cor.pl~ohcnoion cf llbo

1 
whot..'ler or not, n.u ho 

new clc.ics, ho woe the one who urt;cd Khrushchev to ocnd tr-....nko i.."l to suppress tho r(.!VCI­
J.ution. He did not believe th..1.t this gul:f between thet mosca and Com;aunism wa.s true 
of China. 

In n word, to whntovor uxtent Mao h..1.d oriGinnlly thoucht tho.t tho Groot Lcnp For­
Wf."'.rd could be nchicvud throUGh "n moe linou which WC".s not juot "mas swcnt11 but 11nns.J 

conviction,''~:t~h~o~·;~u~p;i"~h~o:;t~:'·'~~~·~·tih"i·~t=~th~~e~~~~t~o~t.~c~h~i~e~v~o~~t!~:c~t~l~o~n~p&i~s~l"l~h.:~n~t~w~:::~o~itm~n~s~l~o~.t~;e~d into r. 11new principlc.u 
.flll nbstro.c_~ 
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Just na Stalin, once ho rocognizad th::\t tho o";ru~lo for lcc.dorship with Loon 
T.rotnky, wnt:', 111. fnct, the· hc;.-:iru•il"'C of n. n~~w world eta.co o! c:1pitnJ.io"t prc>~lucti-:Jn, 
w:.'.EJ pt.:-:r::."cctly v:il1in{; t~.; t::lkc· re:~pOilCilJility for initif'.tine; it, C'.lthOWJh thiu wna not 
what tho Ruoei~ Revolution hr.d boon fought fC'Ir, so with b1~o whooo atranco coml,inntion 
of n..~tie;naJ.iou CU.ld rcv-:Jlutio:m.ry will !il..-:kc him n nntutt.l Stnliniat. T:b.in d~lct:: not 
c'-::m thnt t'ic'.o w.:~.a but n 11 foll•.wcr11 of St..'1.lin who i.'1pc3utl hio will. on rl:r-.o GD en tho 
whclo Intcrnntion..-..1. One(.; Ruoain wne not the: only st.:Ltc power ~-lliruz itr:cl1' 
11

scciC'.liot, 11 there wvro "ol'iCin:lla,u n:J could h.:l.vc been occn :fron Yuco.cl:-.vi.c 1o Tito 
wht.n St"'-1::1.!1 w.:La ~till :"'.live. It i:J n r;ront deal mora truo of Mc.o who~Jc prolonaod 
s-tru,:.;glo for power n~Jc.!lt n r.loat original routo to power. All oppcnl'O.llCCs to tho con­
t:r-.Il· not\·.-ith31;a.ndi.nc, 11cwovor, whnt dietin~ishcd hin froo Stnlin wns no-t hie nttitudc 
to tho ponsr.ntry ~a hcin(.{ nor..:: r"Jvalution'\I'Y thrm the. prolctnrint. It is true: tl-.~o."\t 
in 1927, in o. dcscriptivo l'Qport o:f tho sitl:Ultion of tho JJCO~r-.ntry in llunc.n, Muc 
ope:cificd just hori muro rovolutiaMry tho p~:~as..'\lltr-J wns then the proletariat. It io 
also true tlu:.t i:t tho fir~t ~ttcopt c.t fJOVIor in C'. lit"J:tod aron - Kinnasi soviet --
the pri.nciplo he wcrk<.:.: out in thc.t tciicf wnc 11 ln.nd t0 tho· poo.ar.nts. 11 But this i:; 
Pl'cciooly whn.t ho hin'Jclf rcjoctoU :.a the l'Ontl to power when he lashed out ac-ninst 
"ul t~ leftist:::" ~~..~ bcGr.n instcr.c1 to tccporizc with tho cidc1le pconnnt ru1d avon tho 
"coed eontry11 oo long ::1.0 only thoy war'' r:p:.~triotic" and .w::l.llinC; to resist the Jn.paneoo 
i:wc.sion. In o. word, the ro::id to power wno net pnvod v.-i th revolutionary ponso.nts so 
t"lUch t:~.c with ro.n Art;zy, a cuorrilln onlY 1 t ic true, but c-.n O.l'f.\Y nonotholcss which rcl:lteC: 
itself to tho nation thro.ueh its nnti-Jro.p...'\ncsu resistnnco. A serious ctudcnt of this 
period is nUSolutcly richt when he writqs that 11 thc wnrtimc .Communist pensnnt nll~.ncc, 
\Yhich nctu.'\J.ly broUGht tho COP to power, bore n__, :r-clo.tion tO tho co.rlicl' policy of 
11 lc.nrl to tho punsa..."l"lts. 111* · 

At the C.."'.l'lc tiJ:;J.o thoro is th0 qUcDtiol! of the Sinificaticn of Wh..'lt in cnllct1 
nr.nrxist-Lcninism. 11 AlthoUGh· it is. n SinifiCction, not of M:.\rxism bUt only of 
CoJ'!U!ll.lniou in powora bc1{inninr Hith SU.~i..'l, lntor ccllod Stnto Capitalism,. it novorthc­
loos v1as o. definite brenk with tho cornlpt cc.pitt'.liso cf Chiang Kai-shck. Whore Tito, 
for Ox::unplo, o.o one who C..'11JC 1:o power on hia' ·own (rr.ther then baing bT~?ugllt in" from 
.above c.s in ether Ea.at Et:roponr:. countries) differed from Stnlin to the extent of 
o.otu...".lJ,Y brooking from the nuacia.u orbit, h..:~ Vlt'.s satisfied. with nntioncl independence. 
Sinifico.tion and nc.tionn..l incloponl1encc, on t.."'c other hrlnd, did not aatin:f'y M.."!o. What 
this L"lcant, loo.st of C'J.l, is that, no n poet with c. poetic irngination·, ha could· 
h:lrdly be com!l<irod to the drab and ruthless St::U.in, . ' 

No, tho decisive differonco wee in Mtio 1s globol.cdw., o.nd, iutoaml to it, Un.o'a 
own intarprctution o:f' the· "di,.,~octiocl princ:lplcs" that, precisely because Chi-.'10. wns 
11 poor o.ml blo.:lk" r..e well o.s vest :mU cul.turod, it could skip industria.lizntion, go 
"directly" to Con.':nlnism, tMglo with nucloa.r wnr i tsclf os but "Mother \Vco.pon." f.tlo 
would write on his "poor a:.1d blr-.nku Chir.cso mssce "the most bca.utii:ul, wordS, 11 thnt 
is to s."ly, o. vision that Chinn could survive r-. nucloor v1c.r a11d continuo on tho ruins 
of tho whc.lo world 13 civiliz.."ltion .-- Ruosin, the u. 3., -r.rcotcm Eu.ropo a....""ld f'.r..yc!lo also 
who YICl~t accept unconditionally Chil"' .... "l. r:.s s.Jlc loader - Cbir~, not tho tratorm 
con tors of tho world, !I Latin Ar:icri..£f:J Afri:_cc. n11d tho Mid.cllo E..~st. 
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llo r•c~il1ot S ~r:'.lin \'.'~~:? e:oulC. ir.:p(;s~ l:i~ lcr-.•h:rohip on t:1c Cor.:.:-:l'IJl'lint I:~t..::rn.r:.tior ... "tl 
bcoc.uoo his col.U.ng to pov:cr coi.'1cidvd with v;orlJ dcprc:..;sion nud the rise c..f Unzisrl, 
~t".O dccs not i.1evc the ndv."tntr .. ~; .... of bc.inc tb3 c.nly 11cocinlist11 country. J.iorcovor, l!ic 
clt".lll.:ncc to Russin. 1 n lcc.d(~rship is in nctuo.lly, cbcvo ell~ u r(..'joction of the only 
truly inUcp..:.·ndc.:nt Mn:rxiot philofloph:f r.n(! mcv:.:mcnt of liborf'.tirn \':hich the Hungari.::U'l 
Frcador.t l'ir,htcrs spcllct~ c.ut ~'.S Worlccrs 1 Councils. This ic whnt ~rhu will never cllcw 
in Chin-:!. cr (:lscwhc:·v. Thi2 in not whn.t he wishco to writu on 11 thc poor c.nd blrulk11 

r.inl!o of tllt; Ch1.."1osc r,.n.~~ccs. Eis poetic 1Jnneinntion nowcro~! i..'ldc~ct. when he wrcto 
11 Pc.oplc 1 o CN-illnos, 11 but the. 700 ::d.lli ?11 IJhinLso who lc.borc.:d in thr..:r:1 lmcw thon both 
r:.e the. w~.y in '.1/hich prir.i tivc ccctuJUlc.ticn of c'lpft,'"'.J. IiiU.8t have l~cvclopcd at t!w birth 
of c:-tpitclisc Vlhich !tc.rx oo P·:.JiGll."'mtly t.i.cacrib<.;.:l, nnt"!, in thought, :-.s thnt which licc~l 
Go::: crt bet: ns the 11 ::::-plooa abstmction1 ct·.piricisn. 11 

Tho 11 oricrin.--:J." L1Cthc~loloay of lf~o. ..... oir:r.l is .'1. ct:thO<:.oloCY foz·etolrJ by M'J.rx, c. D.ethod­
ology of t41criticn.l poai tivi:>tt nn~,. unci'i tic~l ici ... :~.l:..on. I.!arx' s r.1oo1t telling blow nt 
Hcc~l 1 s idoclicm ~vns this: precisely bccc.uac ii! \·;r:s lir,.itod to "pure thii'.kin£;, 11 it 
lnid the eroundwork for 11 philosophico.l Uiair..tocl'r'.ticil; :md r~surrcctic.n of Empiricisr:-•. 11* 
Without Hcg~l' s d~ .. r.l~ctic, however, Hogcl 1 ~ idcnl.lso coul.l not b!l cle:atroycd.. And, 
thc113h Hoccl wne blil::.(l. to tho- Cefcctc in hie E:ystcm of "puCe thouc;ht" r.ud isolntion 
ft·om tho impulses frau below, l'.c \'.'<':!.S not hlin.1 t·_' thl: ;lofocto of !'.io contompomi"'J 
cncraics (philooophicc-.lly spon)cine, of courac),. Schqllinc, 1 Fichte, ::md Jacobi. The 
lntt..::~ 1 s plunge br.ckwr.rda, into Intuiti,~n~.lis~, Hegel cl" ... "lrp.ctcrizcs both ns , 11 ronc:t~.or.=.r; 
C'.nt1 c. 11 sn.plcss !~b3tr:::.ction of ir-.:noC!.io.to knowlodcro. 11 (Third Attitude to Objectivity.) 

Wl'r.t Hegel wo.s trozinr·:, in tholl(~l.t, w.:-.~ tho movement from .empiricism (Hume, 
Dosc~rtos) thr-Jt~ criti"cisi.l (Kant, Lacko)· nnJ hv found' thtl.t, instead of ·.a direct rou+.c 
to his cir.loctic, there \':::-.s "- return bnck'.v.:trd to both the ompiricisr.J and the intUi t:i.C:!';C\: 
He sU!:'.r.tcd up tho.t which ho cnly toucl;.od em in thu PHE.I:Wl.!EUOLOGY OF LIDID, · vihcn he wrc"!ic 

· the 11 Sr-.~lor l-oaic11 end C'.c1dod to tho abbrov:i.ntion of hie SCIEmE OF LOGIC, 11 Tbc Three 
Attitudes to Objoctivi;y."* It is the discovery thnt the third c.ttituuc is not the 
11 synthosio, 11 ~d nUt tho H..:.:~:clinn dir..lcctic, but .r. locning bnclc.vnrd th..'l.t mo.dc him ceo 
tho countcr-rtvoluticm · within the Z.e:volutiOn. 'l'h .. 1.t is wh.1.'t: m..1.do J:l.im oo nlive to Lenin 
when co1.1frontod vd. th the coll:-.psc of thu Svcond Inturnc.tionc:.l. 

rlhnt J~rx \~S tmcill{;, :l.n history, is how pru-Jli".I""..d.st rotot:in.lisi£1 - unhistoric:l.l 
cmpiricistl and poaitivian -- diffcred·with c:~.ch Cl:'.mtGiDG mode of produc-tion; how it 
wco that,. in tho 3pr'inetimo of cnpitnlism when 1~nll tJceoo right with the worll1, 11 itS 
thooroticiano ccn C;Van· tliscover lnbor ns the sourco o:f vcluc, c.'Ul.:f'ight supCrotition 
t!Ild tho freeing of the productive forccc from fcudr:.l.c.nd church encronchmcnts, ccn 
be "rovolutionnl'Y•n But cnce cricc.:s nppcc.r, history and ch..'1.!1BUG fltop dc:c.d, its philc:­
e:Oj,)hy io trr.nofo:r:mcd into ;:J.ere idcoloror, a ft'~co conccicusnoErs of the objective world.­
So tb::~t, instead o:r seeing crises cs inharei1tiii' the syatoc itself, which is ael:f­
contrm"!.ictory and will bo resolved through 11history nnd it~ procc.:sa11-- th.."\t is, tho 
clnss otrugglca endinG in revolution -- L'.ll relations arc hypostctizad ns ctomnl. 

It wns clear to I~"trA, tho discoverer of historical Bl"\toriclism, thct without 
seoine 11 his·tory cmd its proccss, 11 i.e., tho~ dialectical dcv\llopoont of' society 
through contrndictions, no troly now society c.."".D. omorgo. Therefore:, j.n rejecting 
copit~lisc, !l~rx did not stop ~t tho first necotion, the abolition of privata propc~, 
c.s tho 11vulgc.r cornr.n.mists11 wore reedy to de, but insiotc.::d on gcillb on to tho second 
noa:a.tion, the "percc.nont rovolution11 th"l.t would not stop nt the bourccoie revolutiOn 
or nt cocn:runisn, but eo on to tho crention of c. 11now Humniszn,n 11Boginning from it­
self. u ilio nttr.ck on tho Heecli:m pre;scntntion of 11nesntion of noo:o.tion" distingUiah~O 
i tsolf froo the Foucrbachi...'Ui concept for he: knew th.'1.t Hceolinn i~lunlisrJ cannot bo 
destroyed without tho Hcaoli:Lll dinlcctic. Vlh."\t hu revorsocl WtlG Hoaol 1s view of the 
pcrpotunl quest fvr univorsc~ity ::-.s lir.litoJ to philosop.\ers, net only by rootin£: it 
in production, in 11m.':'.torinlicm11 but cU.so in tho pcrpctu:::.l quest in nnU nocU for froo 
full Uovclopmcnt of tho lil.."l.OI.'HJD, 
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All this M."'!.o huo stoat'. on its hcn11, litcrc.lly. He: socks to roc-:Jncilc all contr:.\­
dictions, in production ~o in tlli'Jt~t1ht, thrcueh ."':. synthetic for:.tuln -- "The: Thought ·:·i 
Lj."'.C· 11 devoid of the hiFtol'·ic:U circlXil.Stcnccs in H!:!ich it aro3c - n rtJeuJ,ntivu principle 
npplicnblo to cvuryth:LI"l& ~d nnything, nnJ lcnrncd cs n cntichiem. '."ihcthc:r this, ns 
fcn:tcrly, is c.dtti..nictcrcd b;r thv Party loni!ars, or, ns now, by tho !i:od Guarcls, the 
truth ic thl":.t, without uprootirl£;' the productie;n relations inherent in tho pr~cticu of 
pri!:~itivo accur.ulr-.tiC'n cf' capitru. which produce::: P:>.rty Stc.tc burcaucrcts, hinsolf runor.e 
thuu, tbe:so will conutnr..tly runppcnr, no L'lCttc:r Wh.'\t you n'lr.'i.c tholil. Once M .. ..._o ho.s 
t1ucl~.rvd contmdictio;).c i.."l a 11 soci:!list ::;oc:b.:ty11 to be 11ncn-cntr'.{;Oniatic" o.o if' thcrt: 
i:; ouch t~ thine ~r~ cln~olocs c.ntcrinliso; c.·ncc he hns rc:fus:t.:d t.; accept the workers 1 

solution, whether c.s 3pt.:llecl out tmk..y: by Vlorkoro Council.:: or nf: 11 philosophizoil11 by 
r.t1rx na n 11ncw Hllt'L'UlisJ:t, 11 he cn.nnot escape trav(.:lling d.vwn tho rond to boureoois 
rntioD!J.lisn which produced Ul1critic'll. mtori;a.liom and uncriticcl idc:llism. Its 
ration.._ilisrn led to the l!.iviciCJn of society into C'.n 11nctivc clitcll (thm:tselvc~thc 
philo.sophcrs, the lcudors of society) nnd ~rP"'.ssivc r.J..'"l.sccs" (the lo.boring msscs whoso 
thoucht was not colicitcd). "It is this hiOtcric b:~orri~.;r !roo which Hegel could not 
ex-tricate hil'lSoli". Only one :llicned 'r"li th the U':\E>sos oncl their historic, creative i.'"l­
iti~t1.ve; could. M.~r-..< ·so nligncd hir.Js..::lf. &'"l.o repeats tho Mn.rxic.n lCD.Gtmi!Ct but did 
not, ct_lnnot n.."ld will not :'lli[.O.l with. thco. And it iF-; :this which h:J.s produced· the crises 
t!l.-:.t led t? thu rlisnstor of tho Groat Leap Fo~vr:.rd, tho Sino-Sov:i.ct Conflict, nnd now 

· the Cul ~ Revolution. It io true thct hu hos broken from tho P:lrty "blU'co.ucrntall 
(:tll except h.imaolf,. TilE ONE)., nne hns croutcc· something cC'.lled "the nud Gu.'l:rds. 11 .If 
oven 1:or c. r:;omunt wo forcot its tnilurus ond hc:nco tho roplnceiJcnt· by tho 11Triple 
Aliia.nco 11 (the Arcy-, tho Rocl~rds, and nrevolutiona.ry C(tdros", i.e., the "uood11 

Pt\rty lccdors), thO f'nct rorJ..'lino' th."lt-;-os he foi'!!lOi-ly ai:ned. to substitute the Forty 
fer. the workers' ncoumulntic.n of their historic· cxporieneo, puttint; them at tho dis­
poen.:i. of tl1o Po.rty ns they 11 .. 1.C prO'Vi'Oiisly been put nt the dispofJtl~ of co.pit..'ll, ao now 
ho puts tho eo 11 spontC'.ncous cor.ltli ttocs11 ( cc.rofully Or£;1lnizod Cnd controlled. by tho Army) 
at tho diaposo.l of pril:'itivc c.ccucula·tion of cnpitnl. By o. romOrooloss logic ~oro.:.. 
foro, tho 11reprcsontc.tivc11 oi; thu masos bo.a tumod into his opposi to, tho aclmin:tstmtor 
ovor thee. His poetic icng~.tion oxtonds only to tho name, not the·contcnt. On 
tho contrery,. aincc Mc.o docl:l.S' 11 prc.ti"l".ctcd Wo.r,'1 wore it cvun to tcl~o 11seVornl B't:~ncrt".­
tions, oro. ccr..tury, 11 ns liTho Weyn,, tho M::!.oist wcy, it is this he introduces in thought 
ns in production, includinz tha '1aboli tion of ceonornism, 11 tha.t io to snY, tho workers: 
so.,v .over tho eondi ticns of labor c~ond lifo which woulc1. look to 11 bcttarmontu rather 

· th..1.n to "P•'1rticipation in uninterrupted revolution. tr 
MovinG coraplotoly within tho suporstru.ctu:-u of nbotmot cone:iouanosa -- cul turc-·­

Mno boliov~s thnt tho conflict in policies bo~nocn wo~ora, pcaoantn, end youth, on 
tho ·one bond, end h16so11" 6r1 the other, ann bo 11 rosolvoU11 by the 11 romoldina of 
thowjhts", 11 touchinc tho souls of men." 

Idcclism, ·bourgeoio or M:.\oist, is not :~. c ttur of choice. In ovary period when 
nnssos have either un.:!orBono dcfuo.t, •J.i- dooenstl"Ctod a now revolution..'\.lzy' wo...v the loaders 
refused to ncccpt, cr.ushinc it, therc-rs ~ tonduncy to regard the mnsnos as unhistori~~l 
"poor and blank," ns Mo.o puts it. H~ncc he arrot~o.tos to himaelt alone tho role of makir. 
histoxy. St:llin, instc<:.d of naraly i'ccl:L'lg hio way throuc,h" strtllmlo for power with 
Tretolcy, one 1l:o lmow whoro ha w~s coill£~ 3.d lmcw wlmt objective force be. rcpreoentod­
Stntc power, tho State l'lcut1 the Sto.tc c.:.conolizy", tho St(l.tc Purty _ ... doclnrod thoro would 
no t1witho.rine nW:J.Y" of .h!.e. stnto. So M..1.o, n w th.."lt ho rocoanizoa it is jJ:~poasiblo 11 to 
co.tch up11 with ru1 indu:rtr:lr~ized world which Ms lec.rnod to Plan, h-:~.a docidod to cencon­
trnta on "Scicncu" (roQd: ll-bomb) w!loro he c.-m ct:~tch up, nnd on his !I!hou,:;ht :ta tho onl,r 
Ylo.y, r..nd not c.l.onc !or Ch1:.1..1.. All iduoloaio:ll. difforoncos nrc rosolvocl into one irrccon 
cilnblo Cif:forcnct.) - hiu t..._"lcl the o"tht~rr:, others. ~~~~~:,:.Egf~~~~!:..-'.!!:...~:.!:!! 

Pl'OCUOG, 

moses cr.!n ovorcoca tho criGon, eonnndictiona, end wars too.rinc; 
th:-.t crontivity, "!:here: io ttothin£~ but bnrbnrisc ruJd intollcc·;unl 
oupl'Cntl c.-xn.lipla of which ·tocln~-, :l.f.1 tho cul·~ of' 11 Muo'e !L'houeht. 11 

C1.'<'l:>'OJ. V'J.ty Of tho 
society npnrt, Short o· 
disintcar.'lti-'11, the 
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