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VALBE, EXCHANGE VALUE, SURPLUS VALUE: HOW APPLICABLE T0
CAPITALTST SUGLBTY & GHOW TO OTHER SOGIETIXS
(1]

Introdustory: Vola.I, pp.195-186: "This sphere ihat we ore deserting, within whose
m:'ias the sals & purchase of l-p goee on, is in faot 2 vory
Eden of the innete rts. of man, There alons rule Frecdom, Equality,
Proparty & Bentham,......0n leaving this sphere of simple oirculation
or of exchange of commodities, which furnishes the "Freetrader

Vulgaris' with his views & ideas, & with the standard by which he
judges & scolety based on copital & wages, we ihink we san psrcsive
a change in the physiognomy of our drametis psrsonaees..The one
{(:onsy omersFF) with an air of impoertunce, smirkding, intent on
bysineas; the other, timid & holding back, like one who is bringing
his own hide to market & hus nothing tu expsol tub —e hiding."

Not only is the vulgar economist who seos only the phenomenscl world wrong but even
the élassiocal economists who did turn atiention to sphere of production failed to
rezliza what lies behind the forme of value. Voll,p.9%, footmoto: "it 18 ono of
of the ohief failings of clussical oconcay that it has never
euccgeded by moans of ite aralysis of commodities & in partioculer
7L thair vulue, in dizcovering thet form unler whlch valuo becomss
L exchunge, v, ' Lven Adem Smith & Rionrdo, the bosi ropresontatives
~of the school, treat the form of value ap & thing of ne Importance,
a8 having uo conmaction with tus inherent nature of commeditiscs,
Tho resson for this is not sololy because their sttention is entirely
abgorbed in the snalysis of the mugnitude of yalue. It lios desper,
The velue form of the product of lektor is not only the mast abstract
but is oleo the most universal form, teken by the prod. in bourg.
=sx prod. & stomps that prod, as a perticuler species of soolal prede
& thereby pives it its specisl historicnl charaoter.If then wa treat
this mods of prod. a5 one otérmally lixed by nature for svary shate
of society, we nacessarily overlcok ihet which ia the diffarentis
spacifice  of the valus-fore & censsquantly of the oo y form
"of 1tz further developmsnts, monoy-form, capital form, eto.”
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Appliostion of ecomomic catogories to: . (b) fes-~Capitalist socioties.
B} Voll, p.88: "Cogpulacry labor is jusi as
properly measured by ; 08 commodity-produeing lebor; but
avery sorf knows that what he expends in the service of his lord
is 2 definite quentity of his own porscenel l-peess¥o matier then
what we may think of tho parts playsd by the diffaront closses of’
people thomaelves in this socisty, the soclal rolibions hetween
individusls in the performnoce of their leber, cppear at oll
. events &8s their own mutuml personal ralationa, & are not disgulsed
under the shape of socisl rolatlons between the products of labor,™
R Critique of Pol. EGo,p.53: 'Dirsct tarter, '
tne original natural-form of eXONengs, represents rother the-
beginzing of the tranaformation of vsa-raluas into comnodities
than that of commodities into money. Exchangs valua has ag yet
no form of its own but is atill directly bound up with use=value,”
: one :

. o B) Capitalist society:
(1) Petishism of Cormoditlies ,p«58 Vol.1"A commodity ie

: : therefore v mystorious thing simply because in it the
socinl character of mon's ldbor appoers to them as an cbjective ohuracter stemped upon
tho produce of that lehorj bec use the reletion of the produsers to the som total
of their own labor is presented to.them as. o saoisl relstion, existing not. betwesn
themsalven, but batwoen the pProdiicts of their isbor.” ’

. THE KEIFICATION OF SUUIAL REUATIONS HAS TwO BFFECTS:
(&) 1t attributes an independent power to things: Vol.XII,p.B61:
"Vulgar ecd, rozlly doos nothing elme bths to interpret, in dootrinuirs fashion., the
jideas of pe‘:;‘pona sntrapped insep, carditions of prod. & performing the funohion s
s sgto. hf\guch prod., to ahmt.emnt.i.zo & o deferd these ideas, "{rend ta &nd of
pars, than procesd to p.B6S) In Lapital = Frofit, or better Cepitel - Interest,
land = Ront, Labor - Wngma of lator, in this eco. trinity sxprossing professedly
ths comnection of value & of wealth in gensral with their sourcesy we have
the ocmplete myatifioation of the oaps mode of prod., ths transformaticn of sgolal
oonditicns into thinge, the indizoziminate nmalgametion of tho material cenditions
of prod, with their historiosl & sccial forma," '
- (b)and 1t eternnlized oatogories of omp, acos, such aa valuwe:
Voly I, poS0TIIL 4 howswer, dust thig uliimale money form of the world of
cormoditiey that actue ly conceals, insteud of disclesing, the
. aoclal charactor of prt. labor & the soocial reletlons betwesn the
i * individual prodnoersscecscsssThe ontagorios of bourg. sco. consist
of suoh like formse They ore forma of thought empressing with




sooinl validity the conditions & relatiuns of a definite historically determined
mods of prod., viz. prod, of commoditien. The whole mystery of commodities, all
the mapgic & nocromancy that surrounds the products of labgr sc long as they take
the form of oommodities, venishes so soon ne we come to other forms of production.”

Sz)Vah\o of commoddtiss, Vol.I,p.46: "in valuos, all commodities arse
only definite massos of congealed labor-tims."; p.a89t "The soarst
of the expression of valua, uemsly, that vll kinds of labor sro equal
and equivalant beoruse,% so far as they are human labor in peneral, cannot be deci-
phered until the notlion of human equelity has already aoquired the fixity of a
populer prejudice. This howevor is possible only in a soeclety in which the great
mess of the produce of labor tekes the form of commoditier in which oonsequon‘bly
the dominant ralation between man & man is that of owners of commodities,'
pe86 : "The recent scientitic discovery, that-iie products of lebor
no far o3 they ere velue:, ore but material oxpressions of the human
(READ ALSP labor spent in their production, markes indeed an eposh in the his,
PP,2yB8-9 of the dev, of the human rsce but hy no means dissiputes the mist
0, CRIjique)  %hru which the socinl oharacter of lsbor eppeers to us to be an
obje cheracter of the producis themselves, )
p.70:"When at the beginning of this oh, we said, in common parlance, tnat a
commodity is both suso-v & an ex.-v. we wors, nscurately speaking,
wrong. A commodity is & use-v or obj. of utility snd s velue, It
manifosts Lltself 45 this Z-fold thing L.e. 08 soon as its v. assumes

[(’_“ ~,_ 8n indepsndent form, viz. Lhe forw of exchange valus,”
((p.209)" Velue is independont of the perticular ume—w by which it is borne."
Pel707 "Use-valuss must therefore never Le looked upon as the real aim of the
cepitaliet; nelther must tha profit on uny single tranasotion, The
restless never-ending process of profit nuking slone is whut he aims at,"
P«33 _: An increass in tho quantity of ugesvalues is an increase in
material wealth. #ith 2 coats 2 men cen be clothed, with one cost
only ons man, Hevertholass an inoreased qusntity of wmuterial wealth
may correspond to a simultsaneous fall in the magnitude of its walue
This antagonistic movement has ite origin in the 2-fold character
of labor," - o T - ' .
. {Clans may hers be referred to VollIZI,p.468 "~="even if worker worked 24 hra,"-¥F )

-
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(3) Two-Pold character of labpr embodied in -commodities, .

~ _¥ol, I,p.48"1 was the lat to paint out & exmmine oritioally this
Ewa-foig nature of the labor contairied in comnodibies,.i,sthls = ‘
‘point is the pivot on whith e cleur comprehisnaion of pol. eco. turps."
Concreste labor produces use-values; abatroct labor creates value and
o hence surplus valus. The two~fuld character not ouly smbrecea concrets
ard shatract lavor in the asenss of producing use-values end exchange value but alsc

ir tho sence that conorete labor merely trensfors value waile abotract luboz
oreates wvalue, which is the key to the social sceumulstion of copital amnd reveals
The mation . of the whole capitalist society, put that would take ua into the
heart % cors of Vol.II, "Reproduction and Cireulation of Aggrepate Sooial Capital"
before we have taken up the most elementary conceptions of conatant & variable
capital. We muat firstlearn the elemsntary. : ‘

(4) Specifically cepitalist prod. Béfors Marx spproaches the
oapitalist probiém o withdrewing more value from oirculation
than he threw into it at the start, he emphasipss that that iz the
cors of the problem: "Hie Khodus, hic seltn!™ Uarx than proceeds
to tuks up the queation of the buying sud selling of lebor pover.
1t is only afior that transaction -is conmpleted that we reach tlis
specificnlly ocapitnliot prod.:"The Production of Avsolute Surplus Valus
and’ later of Relativa 5. V." In other words it i only fyom the
momert that lubor powsr bocomss o COMODITYE=hisk a8/8rcaiive of
veluy this commodity when it snters the laber proness orectes m,.v,
pelBB: "It (ospital) san spring into 1ifs only when the owner of the means of
rrode & subsistence mests in the mit. with the free leborer selling his lepe
Kb And this one historicsl condition comprises a world's history, Capitel
thersfors announcss from 1ts lot appoarance a now opoch in tha process of
sovial proa.”
( Roed houw also from the Archives, then proceed to p.187: "The socond scsential
condition...”, then ps206 “"ihe labor process turned into the process by which
the cap. consumos l-p, exhibite two charactertatio phonomenor™, then to p.84l:
"Ihe originsl transformstion of money into oupitsl procseds...”, thon isli his,
¢f how those pages happened to bo edaed.=~FF)
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C-~Tronsitional to Soc. & Soclalist Societies

Pov, of Fullosophy. pe=_ 66868 : "Up to the present the productive forcas
Rave Deen developod thanks this regimeé of the antegoniam of classes.
To say now that, becsuse all the wenta of all the workers were satisfied,
mep could give themsslves up to the srestion of produscte of & superiop
order, more complicated industries, would be to make abstraction of ths
antagonism of clasess and to overthrow the whole development of history,"
sssssaln u future sociecty where tne antegonism of classes will havs
cassed, where thers will no longer be clessss, use will no longer be
detormined by the minimum time of production: but the tims of ssolzl
prod, whiok will b6 devoted to the various objecty wll)l be datermined
by their degree of soofal utility,"

ihe vritique of the Gutha Frogram «28 : "With the annpevretive cosxmon=
wanlth 2.;..& o u..uvuu-.iirggmfcﬁtp'or tiw moonis of prod,, the producers

do nol.exchange. their produsta; ket as 1ittle doos tho labor szbodied in

the products appesrs es the vuldb of those produsts, nx 2 materiel )

quality possessed by them since now, in contrest to sapitaliet seclety,
the individual lebor no longer exists sz en indirsctly but as a directly
constituent part of the total labor....”{Continus to end of page,

Caritol, VoluX,pp.90-91: "Let us now picturs do ourselves ,by way of
& change ,a commnily of freo individuals.....”{cont. thrg to end

af P&ro)

If goods wero produced by lebor in direet social roletions there
would be no-two-fold character of labor end remson for social'division of olasaes
and rsallzation of walue by exvhangs would vanish. Bub uven that js prolimimary
to full Cormmnism, reed Goths Progrem, p.3l: "From emch sccirding to his onpaciiy
"to each escording to his need,” "

Ant5-Duhiin ,p.ﬁ&:"?i‘om_the moment. when aaci-pty enters’ into pasuga_s‘i‘on..'."fli
,‘%'hrT‘ms"r”p. =7 "Finally vhen the specific conmodity. lape 2ppears on the -
mkte its velue ig determinsd like that of any other commodity, Ly the

labor time soclally necessary for its production. -The veluo form of
products thurefors alresdy conleins in germ the whals SOapiteliet: :
: form of prod., the antagonism botwesn oupilelists and wigs.Férkers,
S ‘the industrinl résorvé. afmy’ ,orises; 7o seek fo abolishi'the vip: fo!
o of prod. by, establishiag trus ¥elue! 1a theraforo equivalent to;atienpt-
( "T0 BB i ingito:nbolish.oatholicimm: by eatwblisking tha. 'tyue’. Pape, G, 8¢ '
~ IRANSFOSEDTO  up & sceiety in vhich et lzet the producera conbroel thefr pr duots
" p.2) ' by ths logloal application of en eccnomic citegory which is tho most
. comprehonsive expression of the subjeciion of the producsrs by their
¢ - gwn product.” - . : "

Latter of Engels to Kmsteky(sus der Frueoit des Horxismis,p.I45)
“Value is & strictly historicnl category; neither before nor efter
capitodis, ‘does there axiot velus pruduction,” .
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