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PERSPECTIVES, 1966-67

I THE WORLD TODAY

: I see by today's paper that DeGaulle is not only a self-proclaimed
pegce-maker, but an historian who is reardy te revwrite France'!s colonial past.
Thus, France as exploiter and Cambodis as exploited, have become transformed by
his eupherism inte two nations who "for s time, joinid thelr destinies."™ {New
York Times, 3/2/66),] doubt that the new peaceful co-existence appearance of

rance means that the Asians have forgotten French colonial policy. It is clear
the Africans haven't, for they know that fighting for freedom from “French
glory" is not merely past history.

The Somalis at Jibouti the other day showed the true face of DeGaulle
France, which, during the war, hasd perpetrated the first magssacre apgainst
Africans when there was an uprising in Madagascar. Like his friend, Churchill,
DeGaulle felt that he wasn't fighting "against” Vichy France, and "for" the
"Free French" in order to preside over the dissolution of the French Empive,
but in order tc maintain and extend it.

The new peaceful appearance of DeGaulle France wasn't the only sur-
prise in store for us this week, Were we to believa Defense Secretary McNamara,
we vwould need to believe that he is running, not a brrbaric war in Vietnam,
but an "Education" Department in South USA, and that he was concerned, not
with "kill-ratios" that he has hitherto so cellously and glibly reported on,
but with the "appalling waste of tazlent” (New York Times, B8/14/66). He didn't
hide his military ermor too well, however, for soon enough it developed that
he was out to "salvage"” (there is a discarded-rag-type description for human
beings!) these great talents o ‘only in order to transform them into cannon
fodder. It turns out further that 30 percent of the rejects were Negroes,
and we know what chances for high-skilled jobs they have -~ providing they
survive the Vietnam war,in which the Negro casualities are already dispropor-
tienately high. We needn't wait for these Negro GI's to return to Natchez,
Mississippi, in order to see the golden opportunities awaiting them., Just
let them try returning to Watts, California!l

If the self-appointed "educator" had only salvaged his Texas Chief --
pardon me, Commander-in-Chief --from his demands for “civil peace and social
progress' -- the type that his predecessors have been carrying on for the past
century, at a pace set by the first Johnson who snatched defeat from the jaws
of victory in the Civil War, It is the type that hes laft the Negro ill-paid,
ill-clad, i1l-fed, ill-housed, and born into unemployment -- born onto the rolls
of so inhuman a relief system that it dares tell a Negro mother that {f she
hasanother child, she'll forfeir that munificent sum which compels her to raise
her children in an educational system that makes them "rejects” for the "high"
standards of war-making!

Shouid one think that chis type of interference in home life !s poss~
ible only under private capitalism, but not for so-celled Communism, just look
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at Communist China's “cultural revolut'on” and hew it trains up teen gangs to
invade public parks as well as privare ~omes, have them denounce such "bour-
geois customs" as love and young lovers wha sit in ionzly places &nd "do things
that burn the eyes", nrat %y neucion whet is worse yet, diminish thelr work
capocity "by sitting up late at night and writing love letters,” (New York Times,
8/25/66).

énd Russia, I see, has finally got nvound to admitting, or at least
cllowing publication of a novel that admits, the German messacre of Jews at
Babi Yar. The stlence abour these German atrocities all these yeoers and the
pretense that these.were of "Sovier citizeng” speaks volumes of anti-Semitism,
both latent and not-so-latent, “Those who were magsacred were, indeed, "Soviet
citizens", but that coused nefther the massacre, nor the silence. Whst is _
telling is the fact that those massacred were Jews and that other "Soviet citi-
zens' acted as cover-up in e land that calls itself "Communist® esnd that has

had power all to itself for one-half a century,

Mao's "Great Leep Forward" may have soundeéd more reveolutionary than
Russia's peaceful co-existence, and may have looked like the answer plso to
Africa's desire to industrialize without going through capitalism. A closer
"lock; however (and not only at the feilures, but et the successes) shows that .
Just as under private capitelism, go under state capitalism calling ttself
Communism, industrialization has bteen achieved at the expense of the Chinese
masses who have yet to experience any control over their own lives, either at
the point of production, or in soriety. aAnd on the 15th anniversary of the suce
cess of the Chinese Revelution, the Chinese rulers promised them a lot more of
the same for generations to come. .

So no mat:gr;in which directtion we 1bok, the world s&atem of cahltél-
ism,‘private and state, with {ts two.world warsg in a single lifetime, readying-
"itself for a third, demonstrates the 1rrationalicy, if wnot outright insanity of

our existing society, which maniiests itself daily in fantastic duaiities,

Thus, in its most affluent state, and at its highest scientific point
of achievement, we aré being told by scientists that, by the 1970's, we.can
expect to he engulfed by the greatest famine ever suffered by mankind -- one
that will leave it decimated, IF before then, the whole of mankind hasn't gone
up in & nuclear holocaust. ‘

#nd should we wish to lecok ar the world, not a decade hence, but at
this very moment, this affluent soclety reaching for the moon must still face
the fact that two-thirds of the world goes hungry! :

. Should we wish to isolate ourselves from the world, even the one-third
of it which is rich, and look only at ourselves, the richest of the rich, we
still cannot escape the following truthst (1) "the pockets of poverty" do not
disappear; (2) unemployment is stiil & percent of the population, and the outs
lock for next year is for "a mild recesslon; (3) racism continues apace; and (4)
30 do the rat-infested slums, while (3) ‘abroad, napalm bombing and U,S. power are
syngnymous. . : .o

No need to look at the fringes of soclety: the drifter who murders
nurses, or the nice-boy ex-marine shaqpshoo:cr turned madman who indulges in
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a shooting sprece from the Texas University Tower, The drifter, the madman --
they are but symptoms of a much greater, all-pervasive disease. This soclety
is rotten at its core? in its race relations, which are #s barbaric ag the war
it is imposing on Vietnamj in its automated productive system which is as ex-
ploitative of "its own" workers as_any imperialism is of "foreign populations";
in_its_eduentional system which_produces "rejecta” and its class system which
guarantees that. despite all, this war remains a poor_peogle's war, for which

they are paying not just s wlth their taxes, but with their lives; in the totality

tion “of voutb;__

And one need not go to Gerwsny to find sisns of neo-Nazisme All one
has to do is lock at the rabid white mobsters in Chicago, who unfold a Nazi
flag to shout Mwhite power' when what aryanism destroyed, as it happens, wes
not a black, but a white race. It is as if history stood still, memories were
frozen, and men lost all their five senses, especially that of smell. Yet che
stench is unbearable., It comes from a capitalistic system that died 50 years
ago, when it unloosed the first world war, and died at the hands of the Russian
revolutionaries.

Yet it perslisted as-a world system. When its econemic foundations
were undermined by.the Great Depression, it disgorged the ghoulish form of
Nazism, That was not all. Heither gas-chamber fascism, nor depression-ridden,
decrepit "democratic capitulism® could heve survived the unleashing of & second
world war were it not for Communism's aid, miiljtarily and ideologically.

. How many times must history show "transformation into opposite" before
the lesson sinks in? Isn'r it cleer that, just as the Socisl Democracy, in
World War 1 saved European capitalism, especiaily German, by, first voting it
war credits, then actually behzading the German Revolution} so the Commmnists,

"in preparation for, during and after Vnrld War I1, underpinned capitalism --
first, by rhemiélves taKing che state-capitalist path, then behending the
Spanish Revolution, and finelly disorienting a whole generation of revolution-
aries with theories of "social fascism" and "zloe of four clagses™, culminating
in thelr own participation in an imperialist war they dubbed "a people’s war.

It should be just &s clear thst thare is no way to rid ourselves of
private capitalism unless we rid ourselves, nimultaneouqu, of Comnmunism, which
is, after all, but a euphemism for state-capltalism.

_ To toke a historic turn away from class and recist societies, we must
compel the Communists to recognize that history did not stop still either in
1917 or In 1949, and that it will do them no good to try to transform the con-
crete, spontanecus revolution into a supra-historical abstraction, to which
human forces are reduced. We know our concrete history of the Russian Revelu-
tion and its degeneration, and know that such reduction of the humen element

resulted, and could have only resulted in laying the foundation, not for free-

dom, but of a new ruling class.

This is whet happened in Russia,
This 1s whet happened in China.

Their present conflict, of necessity, arises from the birth of &
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new expleitative class, led to the conflict where each is out for worid domina=~
tion, exactly as is the case with the ruiing classes of the West,

The added tragedy of our state capitalist age 1s this: the objective
compulsion of this world stage of capitalist development brings in its wake an
_adminscrative mentality that Snheres even In the revolutionary inteliectusl who
has no connection with any state power. This ls why we cannot allow either

petty-bourgeois whitewashers like the Lord Russells and Issac Deutchers, or
leftist apologists like the Trotskylsts and some racist nationalists to blind

us to the fact that it wes Macist policy, his revolutionary-sounding opportunism,
carried out by the Indonesian Communist, Aldit, which led, not to socisl revolu-.
tion, but to putschist adventurism that, {n turn, led to the slesughter, the
unspeakable mags slaughter of some 400,000 alleged Commnists, As we see, false
theory isn't just “theoretjcal?, And history isn't just the pasc.

It will not do to glose our eyes to philesophy, or history, past

or present, Despite.Commmnism's clinging to the use of the word, Marxism,
it 1s the exact opposite of that philosophy of freedom, and to see what
that philosophy was before its pervexrsion by state power, we better turn to
Marx himgel€. : ’

11 MARX'S HUMANISM VS. COMMUNISM

The genlus of Marx lies in thist 122 years ago, when Communism had no
state power, when it expounded, like he did, the abolitlon of cepitalist pri-
vate property, he declared himself apposed not o ly to capitalism, but_to
Comwunism, o . . :

He did soc because Communism thought, just thought, mind you, that
all {lls of capitalism would be done eway with ence wou ebnlished private
property. Remember -« he also thought that capitalism’s form of appearance
as private property was not just appearance, but its essence, Nevertheless,
hls vision beyond cepitalism was. so organically related to & new human dimension
that he insisted not only on relating the dlvision between mental and manual
labor , which indeed is the foundation of all class socleties, to capitalism,
but in making the proof of the new social order reside in the abolition of this
division between the alleged thinkers and workers. .. -

Be never wearied of reiterating that, unless you. abolished that di-
vizion] unless man, fragmented by capitalism, reconstituted himself as s whole
man, with his mental, manual and emstional talents reunited in the individual;
unless the individusl would never again be counterpnsed to society but. himself
be the soclal entity; unless the freedom of the individual became the basis of
the freedom of all -- uniess ALL these principles were true, you would have a
new exploitative society, no matter what you cailed it,

In a word, in place of efther the profit motive or a new collectivized
property form, Marx placed self-development of man. Because that new human di-
mansion was the means and the goal, the object and the subject, the movement
and the organization, Marx had no use whetever for any philosoply unlesa it weg
a philosophy of Freedom and saw the history of man as the history of thke stages

of his freedom. He first called his philosophy Humanism. No matter what he
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named it afterward -~ and there were changes in his "names" from the Communist
Manifesto to the Working Men's International Associstion -~ there was never a
change in the vision or the struggle to make it come true,

It governed his every thought and act, and not only in what he con-
sidered tha foundation of #11 else —- production, material production -- but
in all matters relating to the superstxucture, be that the state or such seem-
ingly peripheral "neutral” matters os language. Take the word, Negro.

When Marx moved from philosophy teo economics, began elaborating his
great discovery of the meterialist conception of history, and creating new
economic categories &nd using old ones, the words Negro_and slave were used
as if they were synonyms. Marx revolted Against this alleged neutralism, and
laic¢ bare the fact that the ldenlogy of the ruling class pervades the whole
population, and especially so the intellectuals. He maintained that a Negre 18
a Negro, a black man, "nder certaln economic circumstances, he wrota in

Wage-Lator_and Capital, "he becomes & plave," '

Those economic circumstances have nothing whatever to do with the
color of his skin, or the stave of his culture. Thus, the Hebrews, with their
prophet Moses, were slaves of Egynt. Thus, the greatest of all ancient civili-
zatlons in philosophy and in art -- the Groeks -- became the slaves of the
Romans when they were conquered. Thus, the Africans lost out, not just to
capltalism in general, but to Eli Whitney's cotton gin in particular.

Some time later, when it loocked as if the industriel North, despite
its economic superiority over the agricultural South, would lose the war, Marx
wrote:"One black regiment would have a remarkable effect on Southern nerves.”
But, Marx continued, that"pettifogging lawyer” (he was referring to AbZaham
Lincoln) conducts a Civil War as if it were.a court of debate, Only "revolu-
tionary methods" can achieve the goal of the abolition of slavery, and the re-

* oonstruction of society onm totally new beginnings. Without that, even if tle
North should win ~- and the Working Men's Internstional hAssoclation, headed by
iarx, was born to help it win -- we would still not be witnesses to a new soclety
arising. :

To this day we have suffered from this unfinished revolution.

This does not mean, however, that racism has remained unchsngeable,
2 supra-historical abstraction. No, we will see how,concretely, the Negro did
not allow racism to get mmmified. For the moment, let us not forget that the
Negro nas always been the touchstone of American his tory, and thereby also
of the radical parties in the U.S. .

Thus, in Marx's day, Marx had to separate himself from those who called
themselves Marxists, but would not participate in the civil war to abolish
chattel slavery since they said they were opposed to "all"slavery, including
wagerslavery, To rationalize one's inactivity by the use of such ultra-left
phrascolngy only caused Marx tn explode:"If this is Merxism, I'm not a Marxigt!"
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At each succeeding period in history the Socialls, Communist and
Trotskyist Parties in this country have in thls question of the Negro revealed
their Achilles' heels, as we shall soon see,

On the other hand, the Negro has not only shaped American history,
but alsc African history, The African Revolutions were by no means a one~way
rnad, The Negro had long since stbstituted, for the triangular trade sround
slaves, one around ideas of freedom.

At the present crucial moment of world history, when the third world
of underdeveloped countries hns become the bone of contention, not only between
"Ez2et" end "West", but also within the so-called East, the Sino-Soviet orbit,
it is imperative that the Negro maintain his independence from any state power,
and its ideas. Presently, many of these have jumped on the bandwagon of the
‘"black power™ slogan. It therefore must be closely examined,

. Our thesis on Organizatién did just that. At thet time we had only
a slogan, not a whole policy statement to base ourselves on. . Now, however, the
SNCC statement, which evidently SNCC had been discussing for months before its
publication by others, is before us, and we see it is not outside of a certain
philosophic frameword, certain principled tenents, o ’

. In turning to.these, we, of course, take the statement at its face
value when it declares:"These views should not be equated with outside influence
"or outside agitation but sheuld be viewed as the natural process of growth and
development within a movement; s¢ that the move by the black militants and
SNCC. in this dixeetion should be viewed A5 a turn toward self-determination.?
(New Yerk Times 8/5/66). , it the same time, however, we know that ideas haye
a histazy'of'che{r'own, and 8 logic of their own, and we mist follow each to
its logical, bitter end, 1hcluding all its hfstoric-ramifications, not the least
of which, both for past and present, is the inter-relationship between class

and race,

IIT RACE AND CLASS -

We repeat, there 1s no such supra-historical abstraction as racism,
In each historicel period it was something different, Tt was one thing during
slavery, another during Reconstruction, and quite something else today,

To maintain, as the new SNCC statement and its new chairman, Stokely
Carmichael, do, that there is something called a’"white peyche" and that this
"white psyche is part of the white fear-guilt complex resulting from the slave '
revoles™, is but the reverse side of the same coin which standard bourgeois '
white texthooks wmaintain, thet it is not the exploitative class that is keeping
the Negro down, but that 1% 15 due to Some sort of Yatigme of slavery", That,
naturally, was not the intent of the SNCC statement, but {deas have a logic of
thelr own, ’ '

To further inaist that "whatever their paliticsl persuesion!, "all
whites® are "part of the collective white hmerica® so that the U.S, has
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"180 million racists" is o blur the class line which cuts scross the race
divisions as well as to muffle the philosophy of total freedom which has created
A second America, Tn cthis, the Negroe has played a vanguard role and It is this
role we must save from the SNCC statement which means to separate ™all blacks"
from "all whites" -~ gnd thus end up by flying in the face of how the Negro
shaped the course of the second America.

The truth is this, Despite the ruling Bourbon South's econcmic power
with its Simon Legrees, despite its political power in the halls of Congress
ruling the North, despite their "fesr complex” (I know nothing of any "ouilt
complex”; nome of them had sufficient of that to do anything ahout it -~ but
regarding their fear of Negro revonlt they did plenty in the South, in the North,
in Congress, and in the Supreme Court} -- despite ALL these powers, the Bourbon
South not ‘only fatled to brainwash all the people, but a very importent section
was inspired by the sleve revolts, just those slave revolts which SNCC thinks
2il feared, to organize the most remarkable organization this country had ever
seen. 1 am referring, of course, to the fbolitionists.

It was no enincidence that in 1831, the year of the greatest slave
Tevolt, Nat Turnrer's, a white New England Abolitionist, Wm. Lloyd Garrison,
founded the Liberator. .

It was no accident that the Negro runaway slaves, the white Abclition-
ists and Negro freedmen gathered together, determined to resolve the problem’
of slavery, not by founding a colony abroad, but right here at home. ,
.And it was neither accidental nor a mean achievement that these males
had a different view of voteless woen than that which was than prevalent, and
the suffragette wsvement also arose out of this most remarkable organization
- of uncempromising freedom fighters that predated the origin of Bolshevism by

80 years,

‘ Nor was it ™anp overnight affair." It lasted for three long decades,
until they impelled the Civil War, and during all those 30 years, in slave-ridden
America, these remarkable individuals practiced these human relations that they -
espoused for the country as a whole. So that when, finally, the paths of the :
Abolitionists and Karl Marx crossed, the affinity of his ideas and theirs should
have revealed how indigenous, how deep were the American roots of Marxism,

It is peculiar, indeed, that this page of history, so carefully hidden
from all stendard white texrbooks which, at best, treat the Abolitionists as a
timy group of "fanaties" with no influence on the course of American history,
should also have been skippad over by Carmichesel because it doesn't fit into his
conception that all whites have the same "psyche". This does no harm tn history
because it has been lived. It does a greac deal of harm, however, to the SNCC
philosophy which has thereby deprived itself of the swareness of the duallty of
historic development, of the dinlectic mathodotogy which is born out of these
contradictions, and which has led Marx to see men's development as the develop-
ment of warious stageas of freedom. This is the methodology which enabled Marx
to make pivotal to his philosophy the vision that, just as man develops through
contradiction, so his "quest for universality" Is most intense when people are
most degraded,

Either SNCC has not the slightest conception of this world view of
history. Or they deliberately disregarded it, to continue with the logic of
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their first false premise, that "all whites” have one "psyche™ and "all blacks"
another, and if ever the twain meet, it ig always to the end that the whites
interfere with or pervert the Negro's self-organization,

. It is to that end thet Stokely Carmichael, instead, singled out the
organization of the Nisgara movement, which he says was all bilack and great,
until it was Yperverted" by whites and merged into the then new MAACF. Wharever
the white liberal did in changing the direction of the Fiagara movement as it
became the NAACP, this was not grounded in either their whiteness or their
1iberallsm. Rather, it had its origin in the thesls of Du Bois himself; in his
concept that each nation, eech race has its own "telented tenth”, and that this
elite "brings" freedom to the mass.

~ With such an underlying philosophy, the Niegara movement couldn’t
possibly get a mass following, no matter how militant It was in lts demands for
full equality as against Booker T. Washington's philosophy of "Cast down your
bucket wherecver you are.” . :

. 1 .

‘ It is true that by then (the turn of the century), racism had become
rampant, North and South, for, with America‘’s plunge into imperialism in 1898,

" the other great pages in American history of black and white soliderity, includ-
ing the greatest page within the South's development -- Populism -~ were fully
expunged. It is true, also, that the only retional voice came from the Negro.
It dsn't true, however, that the fallure of these .movements to become mass move-
ments wes due to the whites "taking over" the NAACP,

As.against Carmichael’s rewrite, here is how one of the leaders of the
Niagara movement summed up this failure:",,.their cause wss just, their moti¥as .
pure, thelr goals noble and nracticael; but they were perhaps too far removed
from the masses to' ingpire them to acticon =- teo conscious -of thelr own privileged
position as a black elite.,." (Henry Lee Moon, Balsnce of Power, p. 848) '

: Now, despite the fact that the word, black, and mot the word, white,
precedes the word, elite, this is a class concept, & thoroughly bourgeois class.
concept, and it Ied to the isolation, self-imposed isolation of the black in-
tellectual, £rom the Negro masses, and therefore from their self-organization,

The oniy time this wasn't true, and Negroes by the millions organized .
themselves and put an end to the myth that the Negro couldn’t be organized (this
was 1920, not 1966, Stokely) to fight for his freedom in an all-black or-
ganization, was the Garvey movement, The interference it ran into was from.
the black "talented tenth™, The most prominent of these, end the ome who
appealed to the white power structurs, particularly the Justice Department, to
deport Garvey was =-- Du Bois!

Now Du Bois was a great historian, one of the greatest this country
has ever had, white or Negro, and the only one who has made a great contribu-
tion to the true history of Black Reconstruction {which everyone should reread
voday so that great period can be saved from the vast accumulation of white
slander that still pervades that perlod’s history in the textbooks). Unfor-
tunately, however, his claas (petty-bourgeois) character always ahowed,

This was so when he organized an all-black movement, and reireated.
It was so when the West Indian, Marcus Garvey, orgenized an all-black mass move-
ment, and Du Bois actacked him, it was mo when Du Bols fought agoinst the
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Marxists. And it remalned true when, in his old age, he joined the Communist
Party and followed their African line,

Of course, Du Bois has great achievements to his name, and not only
as a scholar, but as an organizer, Of course, he made that perceptive statement
that "The problem of the 20th ceéntury is the color line." Of course, he saved
the African heritage, dug it out, and made it a world congept.,

He was not the only one. Carter G. Woodson was the one to popularize
in this country that the “Negro has a history, and it didn'c begin on the planta-
tions In the South." The Pan-African Congress ac which Du Bois made his famous
statement was organized by & West Indian, Williams. The names are legion, and
1 am sorry I have no time to go into all the history of the Negro both as Ameri-
can, as African, .as a world historic personality, past, present -- end future,

The point here is thet, just as Du Bois showed his class character
in this country, so did he show it on the world scene, especially in Africa.
For, while he appealed to still another white power structure -- the United
Notions ~- to give Africe limited freedom, the African masses arose spontaneous-
ly and changed the whole map of the world in iess than a decade.

The point -is that Du.Beis moved to Ghana only after it became inde-
pendent, .that is to say, only when state power was won. The point is that, as
with all incsiligentsia, so with the Negro, there as slways been & geparation
between the elite and the tnass.

This was so not only as they organized themselves in nationalist move-
ments, but when they organized themselves, with white labor, to reorganize the
whole industrial face of the nation through the CIO, Considering George 5.
Schuylerts present reactlonary stance, it is impprtant to see hHow differently
he spoke under the impact of che CIO, as he lashed cut against the established
Negro leaders in 1937: " Nowhere were the teducated' classes cooperating with the
unions to ald the work of organization, save in a few notable instances and’
there only by one or two individuals <o+ Théir desertion of the struggiing Negro
workers in this crisis constitutes one of the most, shameful chapters in our
recent history. The new position Negro labor has won in the past year has been
gained in spite of the old leadership. It has been won with new leadership;
militsnt young men and women from the ranks of labor and grizzled black veterans
of the pick and shovel and the blast furnace." (Crisis, Nov. 1937)

You cannot reverse history. This Integration into labor having been
achieved, the ones who will save the CIO from its degenerstion, as we can see
by the new formation of Negro caucuses for upgrading, for the end of lily-white
departments, against the bureaucracy in general, are the workers,

It will not be achieved by those who disregard the integration, and
themselves use college-type vocabulary, completely devoid of any sense of class
struggle,

The great German philosopher, G.W,F, Hegel, had a phrase for this
type of thinking,. He called it "self-determination opplled externally.” That
{8, from above, not as jt emerged from internal self-development,
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The development of SNCC to greater militancy, of necessity, had to )
lnvolve & break from white liberals -- a bréak both from their money and their
policies, it 1s true, But the emphasis, 1f this 1s what SNCC meant to do, should
have been on the''liberatism" they opposed. Instead the emphasis was put on'all
whites", as a generalization, including even those who had given their very
lives for the movement, .

And the trouble with genermlizations is that they very often sow
only confusion, because each one reads into it his specific interpretation,
which may not be what you Intended at all. There is no way to avoid confusion
except by beling specific instead of general.

An analysis which takes a development to its logical conclusion does
Aot mean to imply that an individual must carry it through to that logical con-
clusion. Quite the contrary, When he sees the logic of his thesis he may very
well draw back ir horror: - The peint of logic 1s to show this inevitabie de-
velopment before it becomes g fact, when it may be altogether too late to draw
back. Thus, whether we take Carmichael or Tfotsky. the lesson-is the same ~-
anyone can meke a mistake end there is nothing wrong with that provided you
do not make a thesis of it, ' ’ )

That is what Lenin told Trotsky during the dispute over whether the .
trade unions should be merged into the state apparatus. Lenin told Trotsky thac -
he was wrong to say they should be, but when the workers voted him down, he -
proceded to work as the same revolut ionary he had been before., If, on the other
hand, Trotsky had insisted that’ the merging into state apparatus wag a principle,
he could not have proceded as before, and would have forever been deciding for
the workers. ' : .

In the same way, I zm not saying that Carmichael or SNCC, individually
or coliectively,"took"the thesis of black pover from Mao, who Is interested
only in creating chaocs in this country., What' I am saying ts that {f they do

not stop and listen to what comes from below, 1f they do not recognize that

it is not the whites from above, but the student youth «- the Negro student
youth &« from below,. whe raised the questjion of integration, they will have so.
completely misread the movement's aspirations as to leave the .type of chaos

and disruption and division within che movement that Mac would have aimed to '
create, if someone had followed his policy.

The paint is that the Negro Revolution of the 1960's that emerged
from below was for integration, not becsuse of Interference by th: whites, but
because it arose spontaneously from black youth who wanted it. . The Muslims were
completely extermal to this movement, outside of it. .Indeed, to get back into. .
the mainstream of the black revolution, Malcolm X found he had to break from
Elijah Muhammad.

Stokely Cormichael Ie reversing the movement, trying to have Muﬁamhad .
subsume the Negro Revolution, channelize it Into "our own institutions", what-
ever that means. (Incidentally, not a word has yet bean spoken by Muhammad,
publicly ', so we do nat even know that he accepts this gift that {s not Car-
michael's th give,) ' "

If we must take a second look at black nationalism, let's look at it,
not where it haa isolated {tself from the maingtream, but when it was the main-
stream -- Garvayism,
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IV NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

First, let us consider the nistoric period in which Marcus Garvey
worked., It was the period when the Negro, during World War I , moved North
enmasse. There he found, not paradise, but a living hell, which included
white labort's tocal hostility,

The KKK, too, moved North and there found fertile soil for its racism.
Negro blcod floued so freely during those 1919 riots that it has ever since
bezn referred to as “Red 1919."

The totsl alienation of the Negro from white society, his frustrations
in finding the North no different than the Snuth, his feelings that, though this
is the only homeland he knnws, he will never find entrance into it, made him
flock to Gerveyism, though none really wanted "to go back to Africa."

In other lands than America, the years 1917-20 were known. as Red Years
for entirely different reasons. The Bolsheviks had won power, overthrown Tsar-
ism and the bourgeois government which followed it, creating the first workers!'

"state in history. The vision of the Bolsheviks was that this was but the be~
ginning of the European Revolution, which would come to the ald of Russia, a
technologically backward lend. All hopes rested on the German Revolution, but
this was, literally,beheaded «- Luxemburg . and Liebknecht. mirdered -- and the
proletarian revolution destroyed by the Social Democracy. '

Self-determination for the Russian masses in such circumseribed cir-
cumstences, the Bolgheviks felt, would doom "Soviet power." Remembzr -- the
slogan which brought the Bolsheviks to power was "All power to the Soviets",
which was not really a state, but a.form of council-functioning, councils of

" workers, peasants, soidiers, councils in which the Bolsheviks, when they
raised the slogan, were themselves & minority. '

Before Stalin's reign it never dawned on socialicts that they would
cling to state power, if that state was not, as Marx experssed it, "the workers
orgonized as the ruling class." What Stalin did in clinging to power, and
transforming it into its opposite; the way Mao later extended it to include the
Army -- was totally foreign to Lenin and the Bolsheviks. In -any case, when
they found themselves {solatud, Lenin posed the following question: "If not
through Berlin, then perhaps through Peking.” .Why couldn't the revolution
be gxtended Eastward? After all, that is where the matority of the world's
population live, and that majority was colored and doubly exploited.

So - IF, 1IF, . IF ,..

If they could break the back of world imperialism, though they theme
selves were technologically backward...

Lf the Russian Revolution stoed ready to sacrifice itself to help
them...

If chey built soviets, and thus through council-control of produg-
tion, could industrinlize without going through capiraliam ..,

«asthen not only they would gain their freedom, bur the world revolu-
tion would be a fact for all, and humanity would at last be able to stand
to its full height.
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They were mighty big "ife". They contained great visions of mankind's
development, of freedom's achievements, of the "dialectic of revolution” which,
ever since the Irish Revolt of 1916, showed that national minorities can act
as catalysts to bring onto the historic stage the proletarian revolution, in-
stead of vice versa, as had been the conception up until then,

These new departures in theory were embodied in the Resolution on
the National and Colonial Question, presented to the Communist International
Congress in 1920, And asurprise of surprises, for the American delegation; the
Negro was singled out as part of the “National Question” at the very moment
when, in the Y.5,, everyone from the "talented tenth” to the Communists were
busy proclaiming thet the Negroes were Americans, not Africans, as if that
kindergarten distinction was the one at issue,

As we gsee, just as it took Marx, working on the economics of the ciass
struggle, to come ug with the most profound analysis of the Negro, so it took
a Lenin, working on internatjonal questions, to work out the Negro question
in the 1920's. To this day, these theses have not only not been surpassed;
they have not been approached as foundation, sericus foundation for anal ysis
of the present by any but ourselves.

In one respect, I can see Carmichael's- point  about ‘Americans. When
I came here, in the 1920's, as a child, and first met the Negro and raised
the question wich Communists, I was shocked ar their attitude, which appeared
to me fo contain a good bit of white chauvinism. I said so mest loudly, I
was not old enough to Joln the Commnist Party, but I considered myself a
Bolshevik and fought for the position, - I then became a Trotskyist, and fought
with them on the same question. I got nowhere in eirher party -- not on the
Negro Question.

You wlll understand better what I mean if [ kake a year closer to -
our own per od than the 1920%s. Let's turn to che crucial year, 1943, when
the Negro burst forth in mass reévelt, and since this was during -a war and
Russia and the U,.5. were allies, they had to fight not only against rhe Admini-
stration, but alsoc against the Communists. In Harlem, for example, Benjamin
Davies of the Communist Party appeared with Mayor La Guardla én the same plate
form and told the Negroes "to go home"™, to forget their grievances, that a
war had to be won!

Look agein at 1943, and contrast it to 19193 (1) no longer were thege
demonstrationa defensive, provoked by the KKK; now it was the Negro who took-
the offensive. (2) the new atage of "natlionalism" was not for purposes of re-
turning to Africa" buc a challenge to existing ssciety right here, on all frants,
from the Jim Crow Army to housing, (3) they coincided with the highest davel-
opment, also in labor, for the miners were alse on strike, and also for the first
time in the midet of & war werae demanding their rights, Or, as they put it,
{f the Senators are so interested in coal for the war,"let them go dig it,"

: Here is what I wrote theﬁ. in a study I made that was never published, .
but is available here {Marxism and the Negro Problem, 194431
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"To say thac labor is to fix it all is to say nothing. Labor has to
'£ix' all problems. The proletariat ig the only cohesive revolutionary class
in present-day society and no fundamental transformation of the social erder
Can occur except under its i But meanwhile the Negroes are in con-

t¥es They work
with labor sometimes, and against labor other times. They cannot be told to
wait for the day of the revolution," {p,4)

"Historians who state that the Negro problem is rooted in slavery
and stop-there fail Lo see the crux of the question, The 'stigme' of slavery
could not have persisted so long If the economic remains of slavery had not
Persisted, The Civil War abolished the institution of slavery, but did not
give the land to him who tilled it, Not having got the land, the peasant's
fate was inevitable, whether he was’white or Negro. Even in Russia, where there
was some freudulent attempt to give the serf the land, it was impossible for
the Russian serf 'to rise above the needs. of the backward economy. All the more

ot get his '40 acres and a muler. Cotton

remaining déminant, semi-feudal relhtionships were inevitadle. The division
of labor set up by the cotton economy may not be distyrbed,’ The sogial rela-
tions arising on the basis of the cottan economy remain 'less changed than

the soil itself on which the cotton ig grown’, Wicthin the economic remains
—==—o tA: fchilomic remains
Question.,” (p.6)

of slavery lie the economic roots of the Negro

"To free himse

to struggle against capi ) »ar His very

oppression makes him pot bitterest enemies of the existing

doclety, as is evident by his attitude toward the war, Howaver, the unemploy-

ment inherent in the. social “érisis and the past history of the country make

the proletariat.most vulnerable on the Very question of the assimilation of

the Negro into itg ranks. This will probably be the foecal point of the faseist

attempts to disrupt the proletariat. The proletariat must respond by recognizing

not only the validity but :he-inevitabilicy of the mass Negro movements against

Negro oppression and strive . to leaq this movement and harness its revolutionary
gle against capital This can only be

ational question,"

These types of principles went into the founding of News & Lettérs,

News & Letters Commictees, and no other organization.

The case may appear to be different singe rhe 1960's when the Trotshy-
ists finally published the 1947 thesis which the s:ace-capitnlist«tendency
wrote at that time for the SWP, It is true that by the 1960's we were publish-
ing American Civilization on Trial -- but for the SWp to publish our 1947
thesis was a good beginning for them, On the other hand, they went in for the
wildest kind of black nationalism in the critical year, 1963, when they gave
eritical support to the Muslims, at the very moment when Elijah and George
Rockwell shook hands and the latter pave the former a check. And thig cont i nued
through 1964 when thuy began to glorify Malcolm X, right up to now when they
repeat, without question, the black power slegan,

But if you read, corefully, you will see that it is only the sheerest

of opportunism, For example, George Brejtman writes, in cthe ISR (Spring, 1964)
and also {n the introduction to Malcolm X's speaches: "Whee I am talking about
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1s the capacity of the Negro people to lead the working class revolution to
replace capitalism with socialism ." This statement, it turns out, is only
there to pave the way for the conclusion that a revolution need not be led "by
a majority ... it (the Russian Revolution) was led by a party thac represented
a class that was a minority of the country.”

Note that when the Party leads, it is stated as fact. But when the
Negro is projected as leader, it is only his capacity to lead that is stressed.
Indeed, the SWP has not the slightest intention of giving up the role of the
Party, the Trotsky ist Party, their party as the one and only vanguard. Their
embrace of Malcolm X and other black naticualists may, though I doubt it, get
them # mass parcy overnighr; ir will surely get them a few of the young black
inrelligentsla with the same elitist conceptions as they. -

We, on the other hand, have practiced these principles for many a
decade, and having put them as the very foundation of News & Letters and News
& Letters Committees, have ne reason to hedge either on the race or on the class
question. - A Negro production worker is the editor of our paper. Both Hegro
and white workers are in the leadership of the organization, &nd not just faces
the SWP puts on the ballot. ~The same holds true for the youth, In other words,
all cthe rebel forces are here: workers and theoreticiaus, = .

Ve don't just talk about internationalism and the two-way road between
the Negro and African Revolutions. Wo make these international relations real.
As the British Governor of the Gambia put 1t when. he tried expelling me from the
country: “Your anti-Communism is interesting, but what worries me 1s your pro-
African nationalism," ‘ : '

] And we don't just stand still on labor. When white labor doesnt't act,
we help in organizing the unorganized, like those in the Maryland Freedom Unilon.

V__YOUTH, PHILOSOPHY AND ORGANIZATION

I dealt with the Megro Question at such length not only for it wvalidicy,
but because, as I showed, it is central both to the American revelution aad to
world reconstruction.

There are, of course, other apsects of revolution, not the least of
which is philosophy. Interestingly enough, the very yenr, 1943, when the Negro
put himgelf on the historic stage in a new light, was the year I first,for my
own benafit at that time, transleced the Humanist Essays of Marx, using my re-
discovery of them for both the role of labor in geneyal,and the Russian Revolu-
tion and its degeneration in parcticular.. (You can read all this in another un-
published document -- the one on the Negro Question was not the only one that,
s o minority tendency, the WP disregerded. This other document is called
"Labor and Society" and we mimeographed it in 1947,)

There i3 ss much to tell of that eritical year, 1943, becouse, lnter-
nationally too, a new epoch had becn opened with the Natlonal Resistance move-
ments, o
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It is all the sadder that, as late as 1966, SNCC chooses to show
disdain for the white rebel youth, In no instance is the SNCC statement more
wrong than when it equates the white youth's participation in the Negro revolu-
tion to his "going to pot", Let's nafl this down right now, not because white
youth are so much part of the history of the Negro Revelution that even SNCC
cannot avoid crediting them (for 1964 only evidently, and not for 1965 when
SNCC flrst dircussed the statement, or 1966 as they moved to practice their
exclusion of vhites) -- but because the Negro Revolution is the only meaning-
ful work for white rebel youth. This doesn't meen that they have thereby
found a new form of "escapism", On the contrary, from it they learned how to
attack some of their problems, including that of education, The return from
Mississippi Summer was to Berkeley Fall and the creation of the Free Spesch
Movement,

Nor were the youth the only ones who were borrowing methods of ex-
pression of revolt from the Negro Revolution, The adults, especually in their
anti-Vietnam War struggles, evolved the teach-ins.

It is rrue that there waere other instances, serious ores, when sud-
denly, the white rebel youth "disappeared.” This was true in Watts., We said
then, and repeat now, for the youth to have 2ll "gone of £', so to spesk, to
anti-Vietnam demonstratiens in preference to continuing with the Negro Revolu-

tion was criminal -~ not because anti-var struggles are nct of the essence, but

because the sponténeous, indigenous, continuous and in-depth revolution is the
Negro Revolution. Therefore to escape into the anti-Vietnam war movement be-
céuse it both sounds more revolutionary, and affects you more directly, means
blinding oneself to the fact that the latter, unfortunately, has not arcused
the masses, and the former has; that this Negro Revolution iz part of the de~
veloping American revolution, without which any ather part of the world reve-
lution would always stand in 'danger of being destroyed by American imperialism,

So it is here we must fight, and on these bottlefields; the Negro
Revolution is the key to all else. (One Harlem.nationalist admitted this de-
parture gave the black nationalists the chance to assume leadership roles'in
CORE, ) At the same time, it must be admicted that the antiwar movement has
not grown.

The fact, however, that there is no great progress to report among
the white rebel youth, at least none which is like the never-ceasing develap-
ment and momentum of the Negro Revolution, 1s due to many factors -- not the
least of which is the failure to commit oneself to a total philosophy of free-
dom, like Marxist-Humarism.

But this has nothing to do with the SNCC accusations, for none is
more prone to pragmatism, which is what keeps the white rebel youth from Marx-
- 1st-Humanist commitment, than the Negro youth who feel the urgency of con-
tinuous activity even more. Both seem to exclude philosophy from this activity.
& slogan is no substitute for a comprehensive philosophy.

Both, thercfore, must face the Anglo-Saxon reality, the trap that
waits in the wings for rebel youth, the existing reality that pulls at them
via empirtcism, the philosophy of pragmetism that so permeates the social
fabric,that mekes all so sheptical of "dlalectlics"™ thar cven the rebels think
that all that is needed is activity, and more activity, and still more activity,
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Forget theory, we are told, that's old radical thinking, Perhaps,
Surely we shouldn’t stay stuck in old grooves, but how ¢san one reconcile re- '
bellion with the {dea that thinking 1s not activity? Can you separate the ldea
of freedom from the struggles for freedom?

Practice, we are told, that Is the way, the only way, to change
socigty. Destruction, that is it., Molotov cocktalls, But there is a type of
destruction that leaves everything exactly as 18, You may get a few asprinklers
In Chicago, and a festival in Watts, and a dance hall 4n Lansing, but has any-
thing changed, anything basically? '

That it takes all it has to get even so little is true. But shouldn't
gnergy, the passion of striving for freedom, alse go into uniting thinking and
doing, and put an end once and for all, to the bourgeois division between mental
and manual work, between philosophy and revelution, between theory and reality?
Isn't it a fact chat we have otherwise not achieved total freedom, the end of
capitalism, truly new historie beginnings?

We must admit that even those in the FSM who felt closest to Marx's
theory of alienation as indeed being contemporary thinking which described their |
lives more profoundly than any "psyche" courses or sociology studies made cur-
réntly; those who openly stated that 1f they would choose theogy; Marxist-Human.
ism would be the one they would choose; those who even went so far as to call
themselves Marxist-Humanists -~ asked, "only" why have an organization?

Well, why not?

. Isn*t .t a fact that by not having an organization of Marxist-Humanists,
by shuwing disdain for an organization that asked for total commitment to ideas
and actions, instead of only action, it laid the’ groundwork for the Communists
to gain adherents from those youth who had followed Savio, and would have pre-
ferred following Savio te following Bettina Aptheker. «-'but didn't wish to
end their commitment with the disappesarsnce of FSM?

Shouldn’t it be clear that empiricism is indeed the most terrible of
8ll logics so that you always find yourself involved in the trpe of Adescruction
that leaves everything where it was, instead of the kind of re-construcgtion that
would change, not just the lsolated excess, but existing sociery at its root,
its exploitative, racist root? :

Shouldn't this be obvious, at least to rebels who keep fighting and
£ind at the end only & civil rights patchwork instead of a social revolution?
For & social rewlution to succeed, you must have a unity of theory and, practice,
& unity that finde an organizational expression which takes away the one-sided-
ness of theory in isolation, and the one-sidedness of practice, in isolation .
from theory. Only this arms you to withstand the pressures, including that of
pragmatism, from existing capitnijsm and makes it pessible to get rid of the
stench emanating from capitalism's half-century of decomposition which is out to
suck us all back into its quagmire,

Forget the half-century, Think only of the last decads, It happens to

be the one where a new epochal stage was opened by the Revolition in Hungary
from Communism and the Montgomery Bus Boycott from U.S.A. racism; che year.
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News & Letters Committee was founded; the year of the wildecats against Automa=
tion in Detroit and the 100 Flowers movement arose against Mao in China, And
where have we gotten without philosophy?

We have a lot of phonics, phony Communists, and phony nationalists.
Without philosophy how do you

. emm yourself against these seeming opposites that expleit their
own working people, #s do any and all forms of capitalism 7 As do any and all
capitalisms, they lcad into foreign adventures which, in the case of "unconguer-
able Mau's Thought™ led to the putschism which resulted in the slaughter of
400,000 Indonesians. :

You may have seen an item the other day that Robert Williams who left
North Carolina for Cuba and broadcast from there as if that were the latest
heaven of the Negro Revolution, has now shifted bsse to Mao's China and tells
us, just as positively, that Fidel's Cuba is "racist", but, oh, Mac's Chine
is heavenly -~ including even his A-bombl

1 don't know where he lives in Peking -- I hope he is safe from the
rampaging teenagers who may find his trousers too "Western". When I was in . -
Hong Kong and interviewed refugeas, I was told that the students were permitted
no fraternization whatever with Airicans, much less social relacions., . And it
couldn’t be otherwise in Mao's China whose arrogance ageinst the West hos
nothing whatever to do with the fact that it is "white", but it is non-Chinese.
And if Robert Williams thinks that this means "colored" are welcome, just let
him waltswhilg, and he'll {ind out what Oriental chauvinism can really be like!

Isn't it clear how necessary, how urgent, it is to £il1 the theoretléal
void since the death of Lenin? : . . o

And why are the voices of the fellow travelers, so loudly and correct~
ly railsed against the Vietnem war, so muffled on Indonesian atrocities, or
even Chinese, those Macist fanatics, the true revisionists of Marxism who have
chogen, at the height of the Vietnam War, to single out a "Russian Street” to
rename, And, 83 we saw the other day when Prof, Smale was taken out of the
mathematicians! world congress when he compared the horrors of U.5. policy in
Vietnam with that of Ryssia's in Hungary, speech isn't so free in Russia, either,

Isn't it clear that no anti-war mass movement can be created so long
as we appear merely to choose Russia or China or Hanol over Washington, D.C. ’
when all stand in the way of self-determination for the South Vietnamese?

Isn't it a fact, to return to home grounds, that the tegro organizations
fighting so militantly for civil rights do lack a total philosophy, and are
open to "outside" influences, not of foreign governments or states, but Moutside
of the dialectics of freedom, and inside the aileged suecess story of pragmatism?

Organlzation and Philosophy, as we see, ere not just the problems
‘we bave placed forward front for the building of our organizationj they are
forward® and fromt, objectively put, because the Movement has reached the crosgs-
roads, And becasuse they are at the cross roads, all sorts of tendencies place
before them endless illusory doors leading nowhare.
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Instead of superimposing any nlan on the movement, what is needed is
to let the "new subject™, §.e. the new human forces, come in and themselves
determine the end, This isn't juar "“good dialectics”, This is Man, mankind,
man's s2if-development. This is why I began by stressing the Humanlsm of
Marxism, This iga why, in the Organization thesie, we repeat what has always
been paramount with us:

"It was natural for us, when we were confronted with Johngonite ¢cliquism
after so long a £ight against Trotskyist elitism, that we should have drawn away
in horror and made the decision that o organization would stand in the way
any lénger of the indigpensable, urgent, time-consuming task of beginning to
£ill that long &D-vyear theoretical void in the Marxist movement with a restete-
ment of Marxism for our oge. It is true, also, thaet this had never meant im-
mersion only in theory., BPut, while we had been active in the pass movement,
it had meant playin ; playing down
not jus >

0 arise as any mass y have a validicy
of their own., It is for this reason that the trip to Japan made such an im-
pact on us; it showed the continuing necessity of twn of the principles which
Lenin had singled ocut: (1) the necessity of what we call full-time workers for
. the organization or movement, end (2) the need for a sense of organization -«
not of other organizations, but the orgsnizatipon of what he called Bolsheviks
and we call Marxist-Humenists, " (p.7) ‘ ’ : ‘

’ _ No doubt we should have raised the organizatlon question before now,
{f not in 1955 when we first'began'publishing N&L and bad not yet had s chance
to unfurl the theoretical banner in full, then surzly by 1958, when Marxiem and
Freedom was published and we were the firgt to re~establish the Humanism of
Marxism, the first to establish the American roots, the first not merely to
issue a manifesto claiming -to be the Marxist~-Humanists of today, but a come
prehensive, book-length analysis of 200 years of proletarian struggles for free-
dom ~- from the Industrial’RevoLution to Automation- , of g century and more
of Abolitionism and Marxism, as well ag of Hegelian philosophy, of intelectual
and social revolution since the French revolutioen. )

"Perhaps we needn't. have vaited for establishment of international
relations in Europe, in Africa, in Japan -- and for the publication in Chinesc
of the chapter on Mao, which we hope will get into China itself,

Once we did issue our First “foln us" invitation in the second edition
of American Civilization on Trial in 1963, perheps we shouldn't have Just let
it stay there, but used more legwork for building the organization, and less
for activity in-other mass organizacions.

Let me "yarn" you gently of one thing, though., Even though organiza--
tion building is made primary now, we are not spearating theory from practice,
and we are asking others te Join not just for the practical work but for help
in writing the new book, Philosophy and Revolution. It is more important to
find the historic link of continuity in thought, in the philosophy of freedom,
than the missing link between man and what memmals we descended from; at leagst
in the latter cose we have the proof of our existence in just bein ybut in
thought it means contention with all other organizations who are the very ones
who keep opening those {liusory doors leading nowhere.

4058




=16~

Hegel was right when he said that without what he called the Absolute
Idea, and we call the unity of theory and practice, that, outside of that wvision
"there is nothing but error, gloom, opinion, striving, caprice.”

In conclusion, therefore, I wish to ask your permission to reverse the
usual procedure. As most of you know, I invarlably conclude with some varistion
of the theme of making freedom a reality. May I be permitted this time to
end by saying that If we are serious about making freedom a reality, working at
it, we must first bulld the organization which has Eracticed its phitosophy
of Humanism in its organizational activities, and thus, with the forces, the
new oneés who will come to us now, will begin also to practice the self-develop-
ment of “the subject™ -- themselvea on the inside,.as well as the masses ocutside--

who will dctc.udne the end.

In that way, and in that way alone, can the youth, the intellectuals,
the rebels who want to reconstruct society but do not happen to be at the point
of production itself, escape the most insidicus trap of all in a capitalist
aociety. the identification of men with things.-

As one chapter, "The Algebra of Revoluticn', in the book-in-progress
expresses its-

Since all proof is in the subject (man), absorbing all objectivity
(a world outside of him, science), the move =owards a2 new soclety cannot be a
mere transition as if it were only "a perfected becoming." The key i3, instead,
"absolute liberation...." (Science of lopic, p. 4B5) The greatest force for
the future is this total release. Total release is not only release frem ox-
ploitation, but the release of all his thoughts, freeing it. from fetishism, and
meklng man for the first time truly free. Man, having incorporated sll of
science in his own knowledge, the latter caAn no longer exist as mere objectivity,
but Marises to.perfecr its self-liberation™ in the “new sphere", that is to say,
the new societys, All the éxaltrtion about freedom, self-liberation, release,
absclute liberty is duc to the'léeap from necessity into the realm of freedom,
or, as Marx put it, "positive Humanism starting from itself."
: Any other basis, any other basis, whether that be the state, as
"collective propertv" or leaders as sort of “mental repositories”, that would
"represent" humanity instead of be it, would once again signify outside tyranny,

The one way to avoid it if you are not.at the point of production
where the worker dajly fights this managerial fetish is to join an organiza-
tion where you get the benefit of the workers! though as if you yourself were
in the factory, &s if you yourself were with the agricultural laborers, as if
you yourself were Vegro. Therein is the greatness of the organizational ex-
pression of that philosophy of frecdom called Marxisc-Humanism.




