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FRANCE ,SFRING 1668

Masses in Motion «- Ideas 4n Free flow

Not cince 1956, if then, have the forces of re-
volutionary change, the students, the workers, swept
ecress Burope, East and West, with such quickness ana
pover as in 1368. Not since 1956, if then, have the
forces of counter revolution swept back into the sad-
fle with or without violence es they have in 1968,
And et no time, 1848 to 1968, have there been
more enalyses, more solutions, more answers thrust
upan the revolutionary actions of the Polish, the
Germon, the (zeckoslovak and most espeeially the
French messes than what we ere witnessing today.

For Sartre, the berricales of Fronce and the
general gtrike hed 3 cexrtain resemblance to the
Castro type of insurrection. :

For Marcusé, the lay revolt was Maoist iike,
i,a.» there were espects of China's Cultural Ro—
volution. ) T ‘ ’

For the Wrotskyists, it was a revolution minus
one ingredient—a "real” vanguard perty, ‘

For some existentialist-enarchists it was a col=
lective modness which proudly hed no goal, no definite
ains, no alternative.

But let us begin at the begining where most e~
nelyses never seem to-—with the revolutionary actions
of France~~and &gl what were the actions and what
verspectives flow from thenm.

Firat, we must see the vasiness, the expansive-
ness of the movement.
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Where the students of Nanterre and then of the
Sorboane were most certainly the spark that ignited
the movement, they were not the center, Lut & ccn=

ter.

. fhe Sorbomne and the rest of the University of
Paris, for all thelr mamificent. meetings, discus-
sicns, leaflets, were not the center, but a center.

The workers of Sud-Aviation, who were the first
to oecupy their tactories, were not the center, but
a center.

The workers at Renault, 30,000 strong, who re-
jected the CGT~government agreement and set the
stage for turn down of the agreement in plent after
plant, were not the center, but = center,

_ Paris, with its factories clnsed and wvecupied,
its universities the center of revolutionery dcbate
end action, ite trensport system shut tight, its e~
lectrical power in the hends of the workers, wos
not the center, but & centers. ' :

Ty it could be added numcrous other lerge
cities where the revolt was mani festing itself, -In
short, no single group of people, no gingle action,
no single locsality and ve cbn add, no single 1deo=-
logical expression or slogen, can sum up the French
Pevolt, ’

It wes_the multipli 1icity of organizations—sen-—
tablished ones like the Trotskyists and Anarchisis,
a5 well as the spontancous ones, such as the hune
&WW ,e'w&?k-e’f"" gtrike
commi ttees—which defined the French Revolt. It was
the collectivity of actions from the occupation of
{he Tactories, through the barricades in the latin
Querter, to the poss marches Of BALL A miiiion, which

wag_the index of the French Revolt,
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Even within e single sphere—the Sorbenne--the
multiplicity of idees snd actions was enormous. A doren
organizations havking their litereture, s dozen dige
cussiors being held in the middle of the courtyard, =
dozen meetings being held in the emphitheaters at the
same time. Juat reading the wells of the Sorbonne wes
an educetion. Slogens like "Do not consure Mery, Live
hin" end "Don't discuss with tha bosses, Eliminate
them," as vell as full trects with politicald positions
from orgenizations rnd feonm irdividuals were peinted
or hung in the halls, }

Even within a certain activity, all the potenti-
alities revealed themselves, Take the worker-student
action cormittees. The idea was to estrblish contacts
in the factory; to join with workers in drafting leaf-
lets for factories; to help distribute them,

It 3tarted with a few factories and a few workers,
The response was very excitinz., Workers ceme from the
Tactories 4o Pind out who was drafting the leaflots.
Workers ceme down to sak help in drafting leaflets,
Workers ceme down to participate in discussj.ons. Here

1s an extract from one leaflet:

"Up till now we tried to solve cur problem
through petitions, partial struggles, the e~
lection of better leaders. This has led us
" nowhere, The sction of the students hss shown
us that only renk end file action counld compel
the suthorities to retreat...They want to take
the fundamental decisions themselves, 5o
should we. We should decide the purpese of
production and at whose cost rduetion will
be cerried out,"

These were the words of workers who had occupled
their factory. 1t wes th not the Commmist domina.
——--—._._______—e'x-'——-\“_

ted CGT who 8poke of workers' contrel of Production,
It was they who showed that if in & technoig cal
advanced country,society wag one-EImensionaI, They
25 humm Bl J2ha s, ey

28 humon beinps, worz not,
3930




wlim

Second, ve must see the role of the Comrmnist
Party and the role of the crities of the Cormunist
Party., The Communists were counter revolutionsry from
" the beginning to the end, When the students Pirst took
to the streets, they were branded "ultra leftists,”
"provacateurs," "Anarchisis,” and eny other neme that
the -Cormunists -thought- was derogatory. They went so
far es to ploce studeénts in the hands of the copsl

When the workers Joined the students by occupye
ing the factories, the Communist Party, through the
CGT, did everything pousible to control from cbove
the’ spentencously organized strike ecommittees. They
nede it their first order of business to separste the
students from the workers. Students were not allowed
into factories, workers were prevented frem going to
meet with students in the Latin Quarter, As.the worke
ers . constently strove tn bresk cpen new possibilities
the Cormunist Party comstantly tried to close all pos=-
-5ibilities bul that of followlng the Party,

VWhere the workers were beginning to put social
control of production on their agenda, the Communists
put & 40 hour week and a 10% pay raise on theirs,

- Where workers and students were trying to put

forth revolution from ths street as their program,
the Commmists were putting forth "Popular Governe
ment" a3 theirs, 'The deepest concern of the Communist
Party and the CGT was to contain the movement, pre=
vent revolution, stop transformation.

But all this was cbvious, It was obvious to De
Gaulle as he mohlized his forces, knowing full well
that he could appeal to the right, the 0AS, and never
fenr from his other face, the Commmist Party.

It wes obvious to the Trotskylsts vho have ex~

po:ad, time after time, the betrayal end clasi eol-
lebhuration of the Communists. -

3931




-5

It was obvious to those ercund Sartre who saw the
Cemmunist Party working to suppress the chence for o,
social reveolution.

But whet dcas not seem obvicus to the Trotskyiats
end to thoge eround Sartre is that the Cormnists. were
not Just counter revolutionery in action, but weresand
were before the French events,and are nowscounter re-
voluticnary in thought, -

It is this failure to grasp the counter -revely-
ticnery neture of the Comrunists in thought, in phil~
csephy, which ellows the Trotskyists to pose everything
88 & question of tactica, a question of the proper .

"vanguerd perty to leed" the struggle.

It i3 this refusal to look at the thought behing
the action which eliows Sartre, after exposing the ec-
tion of the Communists, to proelaim thet nothing is
poasible without them and they must be changed under
the revolutlonary pressure of the rank and file and
of events. '

.

How many more missed revolutionary events end
nissed rovolutions will be needed to change the Cormu~
nists?. The number is cndless becsuse all are locking
to change the cetlons of the Commnists; none are
locking to se2 what, philosophicelly, must be changed,
sbolished, that is to sny, what all the world events,
from 1953 to 1968, cry out for, . :

. But let us move away from the Cormunist Party.
The question is what do you repince it with-~another
vanguard party who are vevolutionary, a Communist Perty
somehow transformed by pressure fron the. rank and file?
Or do we scmehow bresk through these concepts to ask
vhat new form of organizetion is needed,

In the process of the French Revolt many slogens
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came forth which caught, et least partially, the
spirit .of .the moment. £And one which nrosa in the
middie ‘of the revolt, and wnich T believe told a preat
deal sboul vhere the struesle was in terms of activi-
ty and in terms of philosophy, Wes one which sald
“Tout est wossible,". all is possibie. It cane when the
‘gtudents saw that ‘they. vere. not alone in vanting to
chenge. the world, ‘but.nev. Iabor was with them and

_E—sm___—-*‘-————n—-——-——-._____“___
‘they suddenly realized that with labor they could
ghangze the world.

There waz a feeling that new ground had bacn
broken, that all these new possibilities were there.
It was not one more demonsiration, one rore sctiopew
but the potentiality for =1, for a revelution. Ten
million on gtrike, the youth in the strects~-~you felt
that it was within your gresp, It is really exhila~
reting to be at that stage and I hope- that we will
be there in the U.5. soon. )

But vhet we must grasp is thet this is where the
work first begins. Getting to"all is possible'@oes
not have to take & vanguard muiding and organizing,
or "stages of conscliousness”, The students. of Paris,
the workers of France, moved there in dnys, A certain
action oceurs, the students respond, the haorricades
are in the streets, the cobblestones are in the air,
the factories are occupied -and "tout est pessible."

But from all is possible must come the probable,
and from the probable, the concrete, the actual, It
is precisely this movement from the possible to the
actual where we have to concern ourselves., How does
one pget there?

‘The poasibilities of Frence did not remain as

7 possihilities, Thoy becama the notuslities of the
Trots¥ylsts and Maclgta proclaiming the necessity of
8 vanguard party, the Communist Party stifling the pos-
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eibility for socisl revolution and finelly in the end
it was De Gaulle who determired the actuality. And
it will continue to be so unless the movement from the
possible to the actual has as its driving force s de-
veloping Mavxist-Humenist philosophy which unites the
theory end prackice 1n the very movemant from the
possible to the eectual.

Some recognized the need for a new form of or-
ganizatvion. Sertre, althoupgh he ends by saylng thst .
the pew orpganizetion must somchow come out of the Com- -
munist Party, does try and bresk with old concepts.

lle speaks about en orgenizetion which -

’ "If it hed hed existed
and if it had hed influence over the local
gtrike committees ond action comittees,could
have set up centers of worker end popular
power everywhere before the State was ready
to react; it could have sumashed the basis of
production, distribution end ‘edrdnistration
and stimulated wherc ever the workers were
prepavad to try it, the movenent from oc-
cupyicg stopped factories to the re=cpening
and . reorgenization of the occupied companies
preed on workers' comtrol.”.

Sertre further spesks of "the self-organi-

zation of free public traamsport, the organi~

. zstion to bring foodstuffs and supplies to
the cities through the strike comnittees
working with peasant cooperstives and loesl
committees which would heve prefigured the
elimination of commericial speculation and
the sociglizebion or distributien.”

For the factories, he ssys, "The sit-in
strike could have been accompenied every-
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vhere by 2 resrsonization of work end of the
-shops, by a sctting of new production rates
snd rhythms, by an ebolition of hierarchi-
cal relations, by a transformetion of the
relations between manual and non-manunail,
workers.,."”

To Sartre,"The new type of revolutionary
poarty will nct be based on disciplined mili-
tants acting under orders of e central
epparstus in thelr daily activity, but on
locel agltators who will judge and take
initlstive indapendently in reletion to
local conditions, wio can guide and sti-
mulate the discusaisn of free asgemblies,
the self-organizetion and self-determnine-
tion of organized eitizens, mand their take

" ing over and control of their own collect-
ive conditions of existence."

Here 1s Sartre, much of what he spesks of ‘mound- "
ing like Merxist-Humanism,.and yet.the cgnelusion is
that ve must unite with the Cormunist Party, tha ver
organtzation he just proved had arrosted the revoiution

Vhy?

The answer is, first, that he is unwilling to do
what must be done~~lay doimr the theoretical basis,
the philosophy, whereby the building of such an ore
ganlzation is possible. An organizetion which would
be recogmized by the workers and students, by the
messes in motion, as theiras, bacause it had cmerged
Trom them and expressed their sspirations at that
ve:.; ‘monent, as the crganizsation in which They could
participate, ;

4nd second ,Sertre himself hay not made up his
mind that this type of organization is really what he
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wants. For he atill reserves to the central party ap-
paratus "“the working cut of genersl perspec-
tives and specific proposals in every insti-
tutional erca, -especially in relation to so=-
cielist economic planning; aid in the formoe
tien of teams ehble to esteblish and run the
centrel institutions of the revolutionary
snelety."

Elther cne is for all power-to the people; workers'
nower- to working people, or one is not. £And Sartre
still is stuck on the zoncept of working people needing
a vanguerd that would “plen" for them.

I think we are 21l gquite e¢lear in our opposition
to "wanguaerdism". But thal is not enough. Cohn-Bendit .
.is ripht when he says that the movement was beyona all
the smell parties which wanted to lead, But at the
same time it 1s not enough for him to speak about the
nmovement opening up new possibilities which he hopes
the workers will £ill. Wa have all seen that the transia-
tion peint reeched with'kll is possible, became the
concrete actual of a De Gaulle victory!  We should not
be afreid of an organizetion of workere and intellec-
tuals, of a philosophic action group, Just because
vonguardism is wrong., Just azding eround as Cohn-Bendit
~wantg to, to plant the seeds of revolution, will end
only in an eborted revolution if the intellectuals
feel eny less responsibility than the workers for
currying it through to the end.

- He and others must see that their role does not
end with “planting seeds". A philosophy of freedom
in a ecatalyst. And it is "vencuard", but only in the
sense that it 1s open to all the creativity implieit
in the actions of the students, of the workers, Meking
explicit thet which is implieit in ecticn must not be
left in the hands of "the Party."”
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Colne frem the possible to the actuel is not only
2 task of the workers. It is a togk for the thecre-
ticlens. fhe action must have purpose, must be guided
by the 1dea of freedom, Cnly vhen the amction and the
idea coalesce can the possibility of freedom beccme
the actuslity of freedom. Marxist-Hugamism 1z what
zives aetion its ddireciion.

—Eugene Walker




With this report we iraugurste a new
series of pamphlets: NEWS & LETTERS
YOUTH FAMPHLETS. The sixties have de-
monstrated to ail that even though the
youth are not directly involved in PTO-
duction, they are the ones whose idesl-
fsm, in the finest sense of the word,
combines with opposition to existing
adult ‘society in so unique a way that
it literally brings them alongside the
workers as builders of the new society,

As our organization as grown older, it
has grown younger. Many of our new mem-
bers and close friends are high school
and university students; young factory
‘workers, The youth pamphléts arve theirs;
to write for, to distribute, to use as
they see fit, We invite students and
young workers, black and white, to par-
ticipate in the writing and discussian
of those ideas which they feel impor-
tant in their lives and in transform-
ing this society, Capitalist or. Commun-
ist, to & new one.,







