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ALIENATION AND. REVOLUTION

A Hong Kong Interview

“There is no word in the Chirese language that is the exact
equivalent for the ward, -alienation. The ideograms spell out:
separation and distance.” The youns refugee [rom maintand China
hesitated as she searched for words Lo describe whil was happen-
ing there, and why she had fled io Hong Kong.

1.eUs cnfl this refugee Jade, and let me admit at once thal,
lin a few instances, Jade is a composite of several people 1 inter-
Tviewed, This methed of reporting the diseussion with refugees
serves as protection for them. Morcover, many of the slovies do
1t one inte another since they are i{ypical of those whe, Lthough
they are now refugees, had not streamed oul of China when the
Communists first came lo powern,

WENT BACHK T0 CHINA .

On the contrary, in the early 1850°s they went back to whai
they considered to e Lheir homeland: “We wanted Lo do some-
thing for aur country, We wanted to live as free men and women.
No one whe has 1o live all his life in a colony can feel free. Even
!when he has the proper credenlials to stay in Europe, or in the
United States, he remains, slways an ouesider, a “foreign student.’

“As a Chinese,” conlinued Jarde, “I couldn't stand living In
this valony where citizénship was denied e,

“Peita (Peking University) was my dream.  We afl felt our-
selves the chlldren of the Moy {4 (1918) Movemenl. Hs new
name was commupisi, but 1 do net think that mest of us were
communists.  Humanist fendencies are very strong wmong the
Chinese. I think the intelleciuals went with Man against the
nationalisls hecause of his democratie ideas; we all thought of
communlsm as (he iruest democracy. In any case, 1 dlsliked,
| intensely, the merchant clnss.  Almost everyone in Tlong Kong
|sells something, and I certainly dido't want to he any sort of
tradesman.” : '

Jude's enthusiasm for the Manist regime had nol begun to
wune until mid-3958. 1 asked her what impact the Hungarian
Revolution had made on China. - She replied: “1 don't think the
Hungarian Revolution was in the consciousness of the masges,
There were dissatislactions with conditions in China. Mony, espe-
cially the older ones—aut least at first it was the older ones—felt
that afler seven years of striet mililury rule it was time fo relax
the conirel. 1 had also heard that in Yu:men there was a strike
of some oil workers, 1 had heard it from Lin Hsi-ling, the most®
famous student critic at Peking Universily. ” She was all the rage
among us.during the ‘let one hundred flowers bloom, let one
hundred schools of thought conlond' debates in the spring of 1957,
She - was a very powerful orator and kept us spellbound for three-
and even four hours at a time. She could speak for. that Jong a
stretch of time., We would laugh when she derided the superior
;lr loI Communist Parly members and the sysiem of ranks in the

arly. N

“It was she who loid us that a book critical of the Stalin era-
had been puhlished, but It was sold only to cadres sbove the
13th rank. Its true she also mentloned the Hungarlun Revelution,
but §f I remember right, this came only after the Party hegan
agccusing its eritics of wanting 'to imitate Hungory.! Bat Lin Hsi-ling
herset! had drawn a distincilon between the Russion Communist
Pur{y, which put down the Hungarlon HRevolt, and the Chincse
Communist Party, which Initiated the hundred Howers diseusslon.
Az T remember it, what she complained of mostly was that the
‘contending and binoming’ was confined to the upper strata, Insiating
thal only when the miacres ave [ree to nlr thelr views can the
problems that beset us be solved, But all this was sald in order
to assure our road {o Eenulne socialism,

“Insofar as T was concerned I still Lhought that wos exactly
where we were golng. Nor dld I think It wrong to make some
university leclurers cleun spiteons, To ma i was a sign of
breaking down mandarinote socledy thot had alwoys plagued Chinese
civillzation. Thus 1 participated actlvely in the anti-Rightist cam.
paign in mid-1037--1 was then in Shonghni.  In 1938, when the
Great Leap Forward was lannched, U voluntcered for work on
ome of the big dams, It was only there that my disillusion began”




“ALL LABOR WAS FORCED LABOR"

She stopped tolking and seemed suddenly to be far, far away.
1 lvoked at this Intense young woman who was less than five
feet iabl, and weighed abont 85 pounds. I ashed her how could
she do the arduocus and menial work of building o dam. She
veplied, It Isn't the menial work thal upset me. [1 was the
wifer human waste, the burcaucratism, the incfficlency. We were
transported by truck. and when we rveiched the place, we Tound
thal pothing wus ready for us. Neither a place (o Hve nor even
the tools with which to work. It was the most primitive lahor
Imaginable, as Il we were to build the whole damn hy hand. We
facked cven such simple devices as o bloek and tackle fo Jift
heuvy rocks, These had to be pushed Into place by sheer hrule
force.

“Also, although work didn’t start until ten in the morning,
we had 1o get up as carly as five o'vlock beesuse we had no less
than 20 miles to walk daily from where we slepl (o where we
worked. All we had when we stofiped [or lunch was soime bread.
We did eat belter when we {inished weork at sundown, but we
had lo reassemble for meelings. We didn't know which was the
hardest to bear--lhe labor, the food or the meetings. We had fo
deseribe what we did that day, and we had to speax about our
atlitude 1o what we did,

“Although I had volunleered for the job, 1 uow began to feel
ag I ali our labor wax forced labor. 1 kept my {ongue, bul you
couldn't always keep quiet since, if you kept silent, your team
leader would see you afltlerwards and ask what was the maiter.
I began to feci like T was nothing more than an ani, snd that not -
only hecause of the ‘unthinking mass labor, but becouse you so
often seid, ves, when you meant, no, that you lgs_t' all conlidence
“in yourself. Everyday it gol harder to think any thoughts of your
own. There wus many o day when I wunted to bury mysell in

that dam; ' T

“Finaly, my health hegan 1o break down., I got what they
.call & nervous stomach. It got so that 1 couldn't eal the food at
all. After a few moaths 1 couldn't bear it any longer and asked
to be returned to Peking. Surprisingly, my feam Jeader agreed
i 1o that on the condition I wouldu't immediately return o the
university and that 1 shouldn’t reveal that 1 quit. She snld I-
really -needed some rest before refurning to school.

“For the first time since I had been so aclively cnzaged in
the aati-Rightist campalgn Y began to reallze what they--1 had
now bezun (o put a distance between myself and lhe regime—
feared most wag the reaction of the youth. Of all the serprises
during the handred flowers campaignm what must have shocked
them most was the aftitude of the youth, for the very generation
that was a_preduct of the new People’s Republic hed become its
severest exitics. , .

“Ia my opinion,” Jade concluded, stressing the word, my, ‘as
if the counterposition of an individual's view jo that of the stute
and ihe Parly was the highest possible -daring, “in my opinion,”
she repeated, “the designations of the Right{ and Left were used
only sfterwards. At the beginning of {he hundred flowers debates
it was so obvious thut the most brilliant students, those who had
'been the most dedicated Communists and who had been- the nost
prized by the regime, and who themselves kept siressing that
ikey were Communists and wanted no return to the old, had
nevertheless become the minst severe critics.. As 1 told you, I vol-
unteered for lhe building of the dum and 1 truly thought that it
was a way nol anly of bhuilding up my country, bur of ‘uniting®
meatal and manual work, Bul now cvery one of my bones ached,
and-my brain, too, was tired, tired, tired.”

STUDIED “MAO'S THOUGHT,” BUT NOT'MARXISM

Jade stopped talking. I felt that the telling of the slory of
the dam was an actual reliving of that shaticring experience,
and I didn't wish to break the silence. After a few moments she
recumed falking, this time about how she used the period of rest
to begin studying Marxlsm. Paradexical as it may sound, it
scems that Marxism was not taught to one and al); it was reserved
for *“the cadre"—the Communist Parly and Communist youth
members: “Well, you know, not everybody did consider himself
a Communisl. Avtually only a very small percentage of the
Chinese people are Communist Party tnombers, We all, of
course, had to know the latesl pronouncements of the Communist
Party and be scguainted with ‘Mno's ‘Thought’ on curreat subjects,
but a5 for serious study of Marxism, that's a different matter,

T was peaveld. 1 had not been lunght Marzism o Hong Kong'




ot in the United States, and § was delernuncd to study It by
myself now, Business men, for example, could attend the Demo.
ctatic People’s After Hours Politicat Education School, and in
four menths come oul as experts In Marxism, hut # was not easy
for me te get into a class that studied the original works of Marx.

“I found out whal the ten baslc books were, and 1 asked for
these from the tibrary: four volunies of Mao's Selected Warks: two
pamphlets by Lenin--Imperiallsmy, and Stute ang Revolution; two
books by Slslin—-Foundailons of Leninisin and Hislery of the
Communis! Party of the USSR; and Iwo volumes of the Sefecied
Works by Marx and Engels. There are not many Chinese transla.
tions dvailable of the original works of Marx. It is, however,
possible to buy some books in the bookstorss on the famous Wang
Fu Chiog Avenue in Peking if you can read a foreign language,
and i you have the monoy. It is fun to go into those bookstores.

“l was lold I should concentrate on Mao's Thought: that
theoretically, the 1we most important essays are On Practice, and
On Contradiction, as well as one of the lalest, On the Correet
-Hondling of Contradictions Among the Prople, These, plus Stalin's
The Uisteiy of the Communist Party of the USSR, where the sum
ftofal of what constituted to them ‘Marxism-Leninism.! The trouble
was, the more 1 read, the more 1 began io doubt some of Man's
statenuents, because my own expericnze which kept intruding into
my study didn't jibe either witk his practice ar theory. But | didn't
dare to say so out loud, nol even to myself
SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT ERUPTS

“f had first heard about disagreements late Ix 185¢, when

Plan Tzue-nien, un ediier of Hasinkaw (the official news agsncy),
listed ten points on whith Soviet Russia disagreed with the
People's Pepublic. He had begun reeling them off a3 the Great
Leap Forward, the Three Red Banners, “the ‘non-dizlectiesl’
apusach 1o technicians who, the Russiams. said, should be judged
oot on how ‘Red’ they are, but how espert they are, aud .30 forth
and so on, s T :
: “Haowever, the teal shockers did net ocemr untif 1960 —and
those we heard first noi officially, but thoogk the grapevine—
and those concerned xn exchange of gunfire beiween Chinese and
Bnugian border gwards. amd the departure of the Russian teebmi-
clans with their blueprinty, All weork had to sop. The campoign
then begum full force against the Ressans. We bad ns specifie
love for them; there had actually beea very Iittle contact hetween
Russians and Chincac, but the regime itself had always played up
the Rossians as the greatest friemds we had, and Siaifn's 1Tintory
of thre CP had been studied as much a3 any work by Mwe. Ard
now all we heard about them was that they were ‘revisionists.’
Ssmchow, instend of hatred against the Ressiany, a feeling of olier
Isclation descended upon all of us, .

“Then somcthing else took place that set me thinking, Africon
students began coming to our university. We were very interested |
in them, their countries, their revolutions, but we were not
permitted to.“fraternize with them, They Wore ghettoized bota
as to living quarters and any socializing. Meanwhile, living condi-
itions in China had become so difficult that we wantea to ask
i these new arrivals for things we were short of, like sozp. And
(we were siopped from doing thai. So omce again, we felt very
frustrated. - I felt more strongly than ever that things were reeling
.backwards. Al the same time my health hadiw't improved much;
it seema ¥ was now stuck with a bleeding ulcer, I wanted to flee,
I began {o plan my eseope. It took me two years to achieve jt,
and yet . ., .. "

Jade stopped and looked af the mountsin at the top of which
one could see the radar of muinland Chinz. She resumed talking
#3 if she was talking only to herself: “And yet, I wazsn't back in
Hong Komg very long--1 only came last year, you know—when 1
began to feel all the old alienations that drove me from this island
to the mainland. I'm referring not only to the British colonial
administration, bul the so-colled Independent British scholars—-
and they are not as poor o breed s the Americans who seery to
have so exhausted themoelves in lestning the Chinese language
that they do not bolher to learn anything about the Chinese people,

“It's funny, their attitude lo thels ‘wpecislty, China,' seemw
to be like thot to a skill, like oil drilling. People exist foc them
us 3¢ many milllons—a figure, a figwe they wish Lhey could cut,
that's all, They don't axist ax people with feelings, thoughts,
aspirations. Not a single one of them s a Marxist, for example.
Ok, I can understand thal. What 1 cannot understand iy their
cyniciam. It seems to be one Lig joke fer them, but Marsism
Isn't one hbig joke to the Chinese people. No wonder Mao feels
so sure that no oulslders will ever get to first base in Ching, much
feas win the leadership over the Chinese.”




MAOISM 1S RETROGRESSIONISM, NOT REYOLUTIONARY

Heretofore 1 had intervened only in gxder te atk guestions,
St I felt it necessary at this polnt to make oy own position cless.
| 1 told her that what she knew about me was thai 1 was an Americam,
what she didn't know was that 1 was a Marxhst-Aumacist, And as
a Marxist-Jlumanist I wish to state mont eategoricnily that Mao
was nc sert of Warvist Quite the contrary, Were it net fer the
fact that be had state power aver @ vast tamd of 700 milllen human
beings, no one would pay any altention te his sophemoric cssays—
On Practice, On Contradiction—much leas consider them erigieel
coniributions to the arxlsm ol our age, As for How te Handle
Contradictlons Among the People, (hat is not ooly s revisies of
Marxism, it i the pronsuncement of am exploltative tyrant whe
Is co drunk with pawer Lhat he thinks that the objective coniradie-
tiens of capitaiisi praduction can be abolished by fiat. Mae decreex
se, and so it is

The shocker, te me, | concluded, was not the power canflict
between those two stotecapilalist sncleties, Russic and China, thal
euphemistcally call themselves Communist. The shocker was ia-
grained in Mao's cuntention that “for decades” — and “cven 2
cenitey” ! — the class strugzle would coutinue “in all zocialist
couniries . . . & an objective law indepeadent of man's will.” Far
from being a new theory of cevolutien, that is the most sinister of all
theorisg of retrogression. N

Al i Jade fabely Jumped out of her sent, extlaimbng: “Reire-
gression, that's fi. That really is it. Hae is a reirogressionist ! That's
the -word that escaped we when ) safd everything scemed o be
recding backwerds, That werd never came inte my censclowsiess
becatise 1 wos alrald to face Hy comscquences, taugh X haid felt for
seme thwe thst Mag wis the real revisfenist. Retropression, that
reslly soms up *Mao’s Themght,'* Jade ok mmy Book out sf my
kezide and began giancing at the chapter, wihe Challenge of Mao
Tac-bung,” saying “1 must tramslfate this aad get it inte the waln-
famd” She Lept stressing, over and aver agxin, (hat Mav was the -
retrogressionist, not the Chixese massess “PEarx’s HBumanlsm will
raise thelr spirils shce moce, aud then iisiecy cam meve forward.
The youth stands ready to make 3 new revolution” . '
o Mo wonder, I thought to myself as the interview drew te 2

‘close, that ‘some Chinsse refugees consider the Ameriean acholar

no rore than a new {orm of the CIA, It fs, after all, impassibia
“Ito bridge the gull between 2 tired exponent of “the end of ideology”
age and the energetic revolutiontry who had sullered through
more than a decade of “Mao's Thought" aod hard iabor and still
dreams of new revolutions. No doubt J ade exaggerated lhe proxintty
between. philosophy and revolution. But the Maos fear their youth,
and not those who hemoan their fate at the hands of “the gods that
failed”" For the dreams and energies of youth are the stuff revolu.
tions are made of, totalitarianisms .undermined, Maos overthrown.




