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“ e My stuy in Jackson . ., made my going
o« Freedom Ride worthwhile.

-—Tiseduom Rider Mary Homiiion, page 75

“ ... belong to ¢ generation which

won’l live with segregation ... "’
’ - Frc;:dom Rider Robart, page 45

“Cipil Rights is the namé of Freedom
in this country ., . "

-— Freedom Rider Louise |ngl;rum, page 0

Pictured an Frewt Cover: FREEDOM RIDERS who wore"
arrasted at o bus station in Jackson, Mississippi, satly

o May 26, 1951, wolk 1o the potral wagen ofter thair
arreit, . . Iwide 'Wc\rlgj_
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1 Jackson, Mississippi, 1.S.A.
Freedom Rider Mary Hamilton:

We pulled into the Jackson station, Sunday morning, at 10:15.
Everything was deadly stili. Palice were posted all over—outside
the station, wnd inside the terminal. There were a few people
standing around watehing us, Wo walked very quintly through the
Negro waiting roony, and inte the white waiting room. Some of the
puple took seats, ' : '

Police Cuptain J. L. Ray was there, and: reporters, and plain.
clothesmen, und many rolicemen. Captain Ray walked up and said, -
“Whe's the spokesman for this group?” .

We pointed but the spokesman,

He said, "Are you all geing to move on?"

Qur spokesmon said, “Why must we move on?"

Captain Ray said, “I sajd nre you all going to move on? Mrve
on, and move ont of this here station.” i .

Qur spokesman said, “We're interstate travelers, What reason is
there for us to leave the station?”

And he said ogain, he was very angiy, “I said you all move
on and leave this here siotion.” L ‘ ’
' Our spokesman sajd, “No. We 'will not leave the station.”

Captain Ray said, “"Does that ga for all of you gll?”

_And we all said, “Yes. That goes for all of us all"

He said, “Then you all are under arrest,” :

- L -

We were suparated four ways: white men, Negro men, white
wemen, Negro woman. Another girl and 1, who look -white, saijld
we were Negro. we were afraid we migiu suffer for confusing the
authorities if we stayed with the white girls, 0 we walked over
with the Negro grls,

At the entrance 1o the Jacksen City Jail there is an jnscription
~which says this building was crected for and by the people of

Jackson, Mississippi, in honor of liberty, equality, and justice—or
something like that, Everyone who saw it commented on our siate

of liberty and cquality.
We entered the jail, and were taken 10 the office, Qur Ppersonal
us. We lined up one by one,

things and bags were then. taken from .
3
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anu it 0 empty everything from our purses. Our money was
coutnited, end watehes, nngs, and dther jowelry were taken from us
and placed n an envetope. We had o sipn a recelpt slating the
ameunt ol meney thai we had, plus any other valuables.

The offieir} whe cheeked our money and belongings had put on
iy siip 1 owas white. When the girl behina me told me, I notitied
“Rim otherwise, He wis very angry. He told me that T was lying, .

and that T'd betice net try to fonl them.

I told hiso 1 wasy'Uiying or trying 1o fool them, and would he

piciise change the idendification. He did this after conferring with
two othee plainslothesmen, but e was obviously disturbed, This
also happensd 1o the other girl, By this time, we were gotling a
big kick out of it. ' .
_ Then we were lined up to be fingerprinted and photlographed.
When I went in T was told ts be seated and ssked i T have any
seits. 1 told the policeman, “Ko* He asked me if 1 was sure, so 1
said, "None that 1 can recalt.” : ' .

He then looked at my face, around my neck, and through my
hair, and zt my aerms. He discovered a sear on my clbow, and told
the typist to write it down, He osked if T had any others, and I
said., “No." . '

After that, he said, “Are you Negro?™

1 apid, “Yes”

He said, “What else are you?”

1 s0id, “I'm Negro and nothing else that | know of "

"NEGRO, WHITE, MEXICAN — COMMUNIST" . -

He then tonlk it upon himself to duecide what other races I could
be, and told ike ist to put down that I am Negro, white, Mexican,
and. 1 believe that's all. This made me very angry because I felt
ke had no vight to take it an himself to decide what roce anyone
couid possibly he. '

Aflter that, he began questioning me whether T hod been in any
other interracial demonstrations. Befare | realized it, I said, “Yes."

When he asked mw. “Like what? 1 realized 1 had decided |
wasn'l goimg to answer any questions, so 1 told him 1 wasn't going
to answer any questions unti! I saw my lawyer, .

Then he began shooting questions at e vory fast: “Are you d
member of CORE? Are you a membeor of NAACP? Are You a mem-
ber of the Comnmunist Pargy?” '

Uteld bim ! 1ofused to answer any guestion. He kept throwing
these gavstions at me, T told him e was wasting his time. He said,
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“Idi¢i CORE tell you not {0 ANIWET any questions?”

I didn't say anything. I just sat there, Ne stid, “Pul down that
sher refuscs o answor whether she iwlongs te the Communijst

arty.”

I zaid to him, and to the typist, “Listen, you put down that T
refuse to answer any question whalsoey ey CORE, MAACP, or any-
thing else. But don't put down that 1 just refuse 1o answer whuther

.1 belonged to the Communis Party. beeause thal's nisleading.”

He looked at me strangely. and then said, “Ail right, Put down
that she refuses (o ANSWer day (uestions at ajl, * :

He told me 10 zet up ¥ owas fingerprinted. Then I was taken to
another roont where all the [amily history was taken down, After
that we were taken into o ronm that was loeked, When ai) the four
Negro girls wers finished, we were taken to o ‘cell. There were two
other Freedom Riders already in there, We were very surprised tn
see them, and very happy.,

These two girts were students from Tougaluo Collage which
is just outside of duckson, Mississippi, One was from ‘Texas, the
other from Jacksen,

Aflter we introduced ourseives, they told us that they, and
two fellows from Tougaloe had deecided they would goona Freedom
Ride to refute Governor Barnett's public declaration that ajl Ne-
groes in Mississipp? are satisficd. These four were only the first
from Mississippi to g0 on the Preedom Ride, + -

Alse ju the celi were four alher Negro women inmates, We'
intreduced ourselves and tofy them we were Freedom Riders. While
they didn't speak much, their manner was very friendly, Before
we left, we gave them our Freedom, Rider butions which they took
very gladly, and conceuled. . C

On cach side of us there werd women inmates, As we sang our
songs, or sheuted down the cerridor, or across the way to other
Freedom Riders, the other inmates said, “We know who you are,
Frerdom Riders, We're with you. When we Eget out we're going to

" join you” ' '
WHITE-JAILER RUDENESS AND NEGRO DIGNITY

Since it was a hot, humid day, we had taken off our dresses,
and hung them on the wwall, There were no hangers, After we had
been In the cell for 20 ur 30 minutes, the deor opened suddenly,
and the policeman, whn had become angry when we told him we
were Negro, barged in on us, The girls serambled. to cover them.
selves. :
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T voryv palitely said to him, *It isn't necessary lor you to walk |
be on e Lt iLts You could Rnoek io give us a fuw minules 1o get
dresved.” . :
e mumbled semething or other, and called two of the girls
out, ihe Tougatoe students. When he lefl we commented on his
redeness. Wi snid rhat this was probably io be expected sinee
Southern whites don'l expect us, as Negroes, to have any modesty
ar respeet for eneselves, :

Abuin i5 mimites Iater he barged in again. I said te him,
“There's, abanlutety ne reason why you have to barge in on us like
this. Yeu van knee on the door, and we'll be glpd to hurry and
get dressed. If you do it again I'm tiving Lo report you."

He ealled rae o jot of dirty names, and asked me who I
thought 1 was. He threatened to kill me.

He zalled lwo mare girds out, and 1 tokd them to report it when
they wini dewnstairs, He heard me say this, and heard the girls
g that we would all seport this, He became very angry, swinging
his arms and thoestening, with his fists.

About ten minutes later, somcone knocked at the door, and
said, "Comung in." ’

There were two of us left. We gol dressed. The jailer called
bouth of our names, and we ‘went out. This Lime there were two
plamelothesmen, One asked me if T was Mary Hamilton, I said,
“Yes.” : .

e said the police officials requesied that we keep our dresses
on, He gave me a Wwo-minule lecture, in a very nice and polite way,
which all amounted to the fzet that we should keep our dresses on.

aaen be finished, I swid to him, alse in a polite and quict
manaern the reasen we had taken them off was because we wanied
to keep ihem as neat and clean as possible, for as long as possible.
Especially for (he trinl, Also the fact that it was very, very hot,
and that we were mainly concerned with keeping our elothes elean.

When T said this his face dropped. He looked as though he had
never heard anything like this before from a Negro woman. He
loaked as though he just couldn’l understand that a Negro woman
could feel this way. In a sense, he lost his composure for a few
minutes, '

When all of sur girls were downstairs, we were taken to a
room where all the Freedom Riders were being placed. From here
we were called out, ene by ope, for another interrogation session.
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ntorrogator went over the information that had been -
trker down by the first nale Aenogriaoher. He asked, in a very
L il mner. what arpaniz I had belonged 19, and what
ini demonstrations | had o ottt

I ioid him T would not answer Wny questions until 1 had seen
Bewyer. He ook # oas a2 personsual insult because our lawyer is

1 remembered that we had been 1ol (hat we would probably
be questioned in Jackson, and that we were net o unswer gny
atiestions unless woe woere feing o answer all aues{ions. Qur at-
toraey, Jock Yeuns, had given us an example. He said ths other
group that went through were askind x Jat of questions, and then
were asked 0 they were Conmuntnisis, The other £roup thought
this question so pidiculous that they scorned to answer it. In Jack-
so1:, they took that 1o mean that they wore Communists, and wrote
it down. )

At the um2 we were beinp fingerprinted, when ! was first
arrested and kooked the police had =aid, ‘Do you realize thet all
of these peopie from Colifornis are uot answering guestions, and
that theretore they must 2l be Communists." At that time ! had
rephed that there was certainly no peason to assume that penple
are Comtnunisis juest Levause they refuse to answer questions.

During this s-cond interrogation, my interrogater said, Do yon
realize that the Commurist Party is an vnemy of our country?”

This was the oniy time 1 answered him, | snid, “Oh, Even you
realize that it is our tuuntry aise.” .

He told me to shut up ond pztout. I steod up very slowly and
waiked out the door, o

We weie moved to a cell upsiaics noxt to some of our fellow
Freedom Riders. Arvter we gat settled, we heard a jailer say fo
someone on the other side of us, 1 told you to stop singing, Sinee
you ean't you're going intn sofitare.” )

On one side of w: was a solitary confinement block. Two male
Freedom Riders wore put in il One was an Eniscopalian priest, and
the other was a student of his They eontivued to sing in solitary,
We yelled over 1o then who we were, Then that rell, ours, and the
one next 1o us or the other side, whiell also held some male Free-
dom Riders, all boegan singine Froednm Songs ot the top of our
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The next merning, about an hour after breakfast, someone
knoeked on the doss, and smd, “Get ready girls, 'l be in in 156
: We dresstdd, dnd 15 menutes Iater in walked the same
podice oifiziai who had threatened me. This time he was {orcing
e e tie
I

Woowere valled down about lunch time to meet our lawyer.
AR the Freedom Riders were held in ane reom, and there we met

He explained that tho first trial kad been long and invelved,
bat simee 2li inals proceed zlong the same lines, and since all
auestions and rnotions had been raised at the first trial, ours would
e bricr

' HINDS COUNTY JAIL

After pur trial we were transferred to Hinds County Jail, It is
rignt acres: the strect from the City Jail. Crossing the street, we
zanp “We Shail Overcome.” the Beautiful theme song of the Free- .
domi- Kider tnevement, The jailers told us of we didn’t stop singing

cwe were going w tind things very difficult, They shouted at us and
threatened w5 We continued singing as we erossed the street,

Wu were herded into a very small rvom with nur luggage.
Then we were split Gp into Negee and white, and told to follow
some inclovhes policemen. We began agnin to sing our theme
song, “We Shali Overcome." We were told to shul up. e sang
iouder wnd louder. Thre officials {old us we were just making it
harder on sucelves,

Upstairs, we were toid te put our suitéases dewn und pick up,
a kedrall, We werer't allowed to take any poersonal things like
wish cloths or toolh brushes. We were fold we'd get them that
night. We didn’t, ' |

The cell wirs abont 15 by 15 feet, Tt had a shower stall and a

. toiles, ali complewly apen. Thers were two barred windows at the
< teppandd feursteel bunks. When we entered, we found two other
pirls already there, one from Atlanta and one [rom Los Angeles.
White givls were in one ¢ell, and Negro pirls in another. Evervone
cheered as we eame in. .
ur blankeis all simelicd of urine. The sheets were soiled and
diry, and the matipes weore very dirty. The girls had collected
shoe laees, and torn up their lingereie to make a clothesline that
stretehed frons ane end of the eell to the other, and to hung up the
sheets amd Brasket around the shower, Although it was net com-
pletely effective, it did give us o litde privacy. Whenever one of
the girls {ook a shower, somebody would sland by the bars listening
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te warn if the sherdT was coiting, and thus give her o chance to
ret outl of the shower. .
- - »

Menls were served al 5.00 AM., 1200 Noon. and 5:30 P.M.
Dreakrost usually concisted of hirouits, grits, ayrup, and chicory,
2 so-called colfee. For lunch we usually got cornbread and beans;
and for supper usually heans and cornbread. Every onee in a
whilts thered he a plece of fat-back—.or samething that looked like
bacon except that it had hair on the skin which ‘was very fough,

Qur mail was always censored, coming and poing. You were
never sure letters got out or in. Yometimes they brought the girls
an empty envelope, Thic is a very distressing thing, It's enough
to muke you break down, but-none of the girls cver did. I ronsider
mysalf fortunate bevause [ did feceive two,or three leiters at
Hinds. '

We were never allowed to get anyihing from our sultcases
although we had teen promised this. We had to use what waos left
in the cell by the Frecdom Riders before us, We had fave soap and
deterpent for our tlothes, cigarettes (but ofton ran out uf matches),
playing cards, end books, . < N

The women of Jackson hed delivered something like §400
worth of cigarcttes, wush cloths, towels, blouses, Bermuda shorte,
£ic, 10 the Orst group of Freedom Riders. By the time our group
areived, the Juckson women were nol permitted to help us, We
were nol ullowed wvisits fram anyooe, A, Negro minister visited us
ence, but was permitted to tallk only to Negre girls. Tho white
sirls tried to lalk 1o him, but Re evidently foit it ton dangerous to
talk to them, ] .

Wi were in'n vell right nest door to the white girls, The jnilers
were always walking by and gawking at us, but they ‘stopped to
talk with the white girls, 1t wasn't that we cared whether the jailer
talked to us or not, it wag simply thit we recognized that we were
Leing  diseriminated against, Wo really didn't discuss it openly
among ourselver. We didn'l want 1o cause ary kind of trouble or
misunderstanding between our two groups, but we were annoyed.

Louise notived that this was the situation, that the white girls
were recelving better treatment, and said we should all insist on
cqua!l ireatment,

The other immates dd as much for us as they could—huy
things for us and exchange notes between Freedom Riders. The
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felioas woere 'duwn ot anether end. Tn the evening we sane w cach
o The feilows sang first, and we answered. All day we looked
Forvard to rote ssed botwern the fellows and the grels. Our
morahe wa< high. )
THINKING OF THINGS, BIG AND LITTLE

My Tecling was that the only repson they allowed us any rights
i @il was because of the political sitwatien on the outside. T felt
alen that if was purt of tiee historic movement for freedom which
repnn wetl the Abclitionists. 1 romembered David Walker and
hiz Aspeal (o the Colared- Citizens of the United States, and the
wioy it had boaen deseribed in News & Letters:

DAVID WALKER'S APPEAL

In iR29, 50 e:-:tf-anrdinm-y & sensation was caused by the
appearanve of 4 pamphlet entitled, Appeat to the Colored
Citlrens of the United States, that legislatures in the South
ware elded into special session {0 enaet laws agalnst free
Harprnoy against rlaves for reading it, They put a price of
3006 en the headt of My author, David Walker. -

Tavid Walker was a free Negro from North Carolina
who had scitled in Boston where ke earned a living by
collecting rags, lis Appeal was addressed tn the free Ne-
groes. He tuole them to tagk for their meekness. He urged
them Lo make the couse of the slave their own beeause the
wretehedness of the free Negroes® conditions was due to the

won of rlavery, .

Walier urged them to muke frecdom their business, Ho
pointed to the suneriority of Negroes, in numbers and in
bravery, over the whilce, He ool the great to task as well
- —esprcially Thomas Jefferson, Prophetically, he wrote that
race prejudice weld yet “root some of you out of the very
fa2ce nf the carth.”

58,000 vopics of this 76-prge pamphlet were sold and
circuiated {rom hand fo hand, Those who eould not read
had others read it (o them, The South frembled at the
shmple wozds of an obscure Negro, ’

The Combridge Modern Ristery swrites that “the excite-
ment produarcd by Wilker's Appeal had not subsided when
tae danger of writings of this sort was brought home to the
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shive-cwners by a rising of slaves in Virpginin—an out-
break known as 'Nat Turner’s Insurrection’,”

What the historians fail to see is that it was not “writ-
ings of this sort" that produred 1hi revalts, but the rovglts
that produced the writings. Beforg Nzt Turner and the
Appeal, there was Denmiark Vesoy and e Underground .
Railway. The revolts of the Negro staves were in facl one
continuous chain of strugyle ftom the moment they were
brought to this counity in chains of bondage. These slave
evolts not only produced the wiiting, but the actual Civil -
War. .

The Negroes had no money, nu press. ne vole, no
parly. They were armed -anly with their feelings for
freedom and the certainty that they were right and could
not and would not he kept down,

THE ABOLITIONISTS & TODAY'S HISTORIANS

Out of the genius uf Ameriea, with no assistance {rom
any alien tradition, theee cmerged Lthe groat’ Abolitionist
mavemoent which combined white and Negro in the cause
of freedom. ’

A5 Wende!l Phillips put it: “We do net play potitics;
antisslavery is no half-jest with us: it is a tereible carncsl,
with life or deuath, warse than life or death, on the issuc.
It {5 no lawsul, where it matters not lo the good fecling
.of opposing counscls which way the verdiét gocs, and
where advocates can shake hanrds afler ihe decision as
pleasanily as before.”

Thizs great American saw mare cleacly 100 years ago
than the intellectual sees today. Today, the split of this
country inlo twn worlds-—white and Negro—warps the
mind of the white mueh moro than it does the Negro, But
when the white aligned himself with the Negrn, as did the
Abnlitieniste, he zgw clearly enougk the only .road to
emancipation ot white as of Negro. Wendell Phillips in-
sisted that ever the Clvil War could not cstablish new
human relations unless “the blacks (beeame) the very basis
of the effort o regenerale the South. We want the 4 million
of blacks—a people instinctively on our side and ready and
skilled to work; the oy element in the South which be.

longs 1o the 151h century.”
’ 1
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e Wi toring today begins where Wendell Phillips
folf e with tu e understangd sithar (e history
SOy e s fatuge berspectives,
TExcerpted from News & Letters, Maich 5, 1957)
helued 1o remient b gy big things like this, because most
ol Gur time wag “tree”, and taken up with the sman things, which
n il addonly an beczme papt of the freedom fight, For exampie,
I ha to pig serrethun g VOry Bersonal from my suitcase, After
about tnree dags, the dadlar stil) refused 1o lot me 8o Finally he
Faid, “Tell ope of the wh Irls your narae. She ean £o to your
BUILMISe ang Bet it for vop ’ R

We were gl i::mmli.;:ul,\' illcensed, and tolq the jailer we wure
85 responsible U5 any white girl, and 1hay we were able to got oyp
own things, '

He smd, “If ihay' the way you {feel, you just won't get any.
thing.” We told him wo wouldn have anyone olsa doing that for
Uz we would do withoug, .

This wa: Friday, The pext morning, T didn't feet well when
I woke up. 1 folt worse ag the day went oy, I thought since theye
Was ne bulk in the dier that I had canstipation, 1 fely worse and
worse, I fiinally uecided 10 sk oye of the white girls to ask for
fome epsom salty, The Jailer brought it for the white gjp) im-
niedistely, . . N

1 took i1, bug it just made me worse. I became ‘very ill, The
girls began 19 *ell for the juiler, They took ¢ups and bonged opn the
bars, It took a leng time before he came and askod what was
wrong, : :

When the girls asked for a doctor; he looked at me, and waikeq
away. and ceme by W more times, and then’ said, "op well,
W2 uli have {n dje somelime, We can'y live forever -

T must have become delirions. The girls ten me I saig, “That
bastard ien't Boing ro kill met That's what they want 1o do—kill us
ull off™

1 took twg hours to get a doctor. When he finally came, he
Was with the sherif and throe other cowboys, The doctor said, in
# very grull manney, “What's the matter?"

You could te)) by Iooking -at me there was something wrong,
My hands were drawn up, ang I had no feeling in my arms oy
legs. My stomach hury so murh, the girls were afraid it vwag ap-
pendicitis, T Jookad Up, and said, A} these men don't have to be
gawking at me, Only the doctor iy necessary,™ )
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The others walked away and stced arsund the cell, and near
the dont - ax thoupgh they expected us to make a break,

This docter wouldn't even louch my bare skin, He only prossed
as theagh examining for appendicite, He questioned me about my
bowe! movement. When he heard I hadn't had any, he told the
Rirls 10 give me an epema. The girls expected him Lo do it."They
said they didn't know how. He sald they conldn’t pay him to give
e an enpema,

Earlier, the sherit? had Brought in some ammonia, and had
1old the girls, “Give her ihroe spoonfuls and she'll perk up.” The
girls said, “Are you crazy” You'll kil her,” That's when he said,
"Oh well. we all have 1o die sonetime "

The next day, Saturday, the Iailer ‘brought in some things
from the women of Jueksun--wash cloths, tooth brushes, blouses,
and stch: We had goue from the previous Sunday night to that
Saturdoy without our 16oth brushes, 1 told the girls the only reason”
he finally brought them was because. be fearcd it would get out
that & girl was il apd wo b been denied our personal things.

We hod been hearing rumers that we were {o leave for Parch-
man, the maximum sccurity state prisan, They nover give you more
than a fow minutes norice, We expected .t Saturday, and’ then
Sunday, and then Monday, We had -also heard rimors that 500
Frecdom Ridess were 1o oo to Jackson on the 4th of July. We
all believed: that, and axpected it )

. MOVING TO PARCHMAN X

We were moved from the Hinds County Jail en the 21d of

July, We woren't given any time to mepare. The jailer came in,
and said, “All right. You've got 30 niinutes before you go to Pareh-
man.” ' .
We sent the few things we had down 10 a cell at the end of
the block, where Negro women inmates hid them for the hext
Freedom Riders. These women had also given us their fames- is
wiinesses when I was sick, which was very brave becavse they
have to live in that eity, ang have no protectlon af al,

We were hustled upstairs to get our belungings, and to sign
receipts that everything was in order. On several occnsions Free-
domn Riders reported that money had been taken from thejr purses,
One girl reported that she missod a £275 ring.

We were then taken back to our celis. We were always being
herded around iike animals. The duors 1o both our cells were open.
Spontaneously. we hadn't discussed it at all, T walked into the

12
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whute il and one of the white girls walked into the Negrea ea],
; GCRe e canee, ana WES OO s way oul, we
Cirtegrated™ He had to take the time to
urlork the doars, nnd PUt Us in our segregated colls,
Sund a b kick our of the incident.
Five punutes fater. tie Iniler came back agaiv, and opened the
swere herded out like animals, taken upstairs,
. KOThe feiiosws, Nearo and white, were put into
The siriy wore put togetnw: into a smaller truck.
e s ap Purchman, about g three-hour drive, the driver
Pericdiealiy ammed an hg hrakes real fast to'throw everyhody
Lorwared, Wo oo prag singing - iock-a-Bye Baby,” with the words
changesd eogiewlat: “When *he bough breaks, down wiil come baby,
Cdrives and aplv . .
throush 1own, the police osvort always turned their
the time, test of s thought this vvas to warn off
ar BRK and White Citisens Couneil memhers,
However, I foung ou{ when § retured to Jackson, after our
release from prisow, that this was' Just o device (he police use (o
try to intimidate (e XNearors of Jackson, ‘The wife of one of the
luwsyers defending Froedom Riders suid (he polic: intimidation
was ineffeetive. “ta recognize it for what it g
W Gnaliy pay o Paretiman, As wo Bot oul of our truck we
eould heur singing fiom withis: the prison, This ras wonderful,
Tt owens gy N5 We had hegn SUrY nervovs. In our minds, going -
YOSt priven was different from going 1o a city Jail. We had no
idea what ta oxqe When we heard she Birls singing from the
isidis we were colieved, I1 wys wenderful, '
INFIMIDATION AT ITS WORST
They enited s twy mp i dme Everything was done lo make
Wi feel unlike human boings, We had oup toiletries in our hands,
wrapped in totole We wers ot allowed bags nop purses, We had
with us the fiow Itle g, v had veerived, Woe walked into the
buildina *har neviaod the Maximum Seecurity Unit. The first thing
we were 1old wiz o pud eur thines down, and luke off oyur shoes.,
Wo wore VORY surprised, not cepnin of what we had heard. Wae
asked (o hive s repeated. “You heard mot Take your shovs offr™
T asked “Did you S Ior us 1o take our shoes off*
Fle s, “Yos, Take your shoes off,”
T asked kim., Why doowie have 10 take our shovs pfTe”
He sodd, “Shut up! You're in jajs now! You're not running
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Soall we ever got, “You're not running this outfil! We
~4 to take off our shoes, and fave our lowels and
- brought
wete then lakew, one @t o time, indo &t small reom. We woere
voup to reeeive the Pexamination™—a vaginal test; and
nei performed by a doctor eithoer.

You've always supposed to be conscious of greuap maorale,
Wion Twent in, and save what was hippening, 1 practiceally went’
autoof miy muad with anger: but rather than say aything 1 just
made A doke of B That was the only . way 1 could handle the
sitgatsan without blowing my top, -

When I entered the vorm, 7 saw that the twe pirls who had
gone bBeforte e were standing-—dressed in white hlouses and striped
wkirts, bDur no shoese—at one end of the room, There were two white
wopteh, and one Negrs womian one white wonon was 6 matron,
the vtber two were irmatesy T was told to strip 1o be examined.
They qeve b o vaginad ¢ nation which, az far s 'm concerned,
was juast 1he warat intim 0 they could think of.

The wkite girls wore examined by the white inmate. and the .
Negro girle by the Negro inmate—and it was not at all' sanitary.
While cxapuning the girls, the examiner woe the same pair of

¢ orubber gloves. Tirst she spread some (yge of posrder on them; and
then asterwards she dipped her-pgloved hands into a common pot
“with some so0t of selution in i, which was used for all the girls,

When we entered (he eell bloek, all the girls there were -
singing, This made everyone feel very good. I was placed in a
. cell with two otlier girls. The jaifers were shouting at us to shut
up, and stop'the noise, Al dowa the eell.block the girls put their
hands thraugh the bars, and grasped each other’s hands to form
a friendship lock, aml sang. Even the [silers seemed Impressed
by the welcome we got. -

Within the eol! block. we were, of course, sepregated into dif-
ferent cefls. I the codl tself, T owas able to walk scven steps in
on¢ direciton, and five steps in the other direetion. The cell had
steel-plute bunks. a 1oilt, and 1 wazh Lowl [ The lights in the ecll
wure on 4t all tmes, There was oo way t9 drink water except {o
use yeur hands ac & cup. Thore was one bar of very uily soap, and
each gir! had one tewel The floors were of conerete, and were very
dirty. The mattre were made of raw canvas and smelled of
disinfectant. The tailet wasn’t very clean, .
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Thet eveninge oftor wp B dbived vurseives e the previ-
ous arGan of Freeden Biders, coen giving a Jitte bit of ber back-
d down. After supper, to pass the time. one of
nen bepan 10 twelt o Greek myth. It was perfeelly guiet,

You could hear o pin drep.

Then in stormod Serpeant Tyson, ranting and sereaming, “If
YOU gisls dontt “Anp sinping I'm going to take your matiresses away
fiom yeu™ I seemy Tyson had been threatening the girls with thiy
ver sonee thoay had arrived, .

FIGHTING BACK )

AR at onee the girle sadd, “Tuke your mattresses. We don’l
want them,” b . '

He wax shoeked. He just sicod there a- moment, Finally he
said, Do you realiy awan you den’t want your mattresses?” )

The girls said, "Yes, We dun’t want your mattresses, You're
ABNRYS serCiiming Al us, aying we're ihisbehaving when we're not.
Take the mattiecsoes, : .

When they ol the nadtresses out—I can't explain it—the
girls just stavied banging on the steel plates that held the mat-
tresses. The noise was tremendous, b was really wonderfu! as
far.as T was ennrerped. . . )

These kids were reafls fizhting haek, at last. Wo kept banging,
und the eificials kept running inte the cell block. This wenl on for
about tiree minutea: Tyson suid if that was the ‘way we wanted
o aet, he'd take everything away from us. “Everything” meant
the 6ne towel we Liad, cur tooth brushes, and the woth powder,
We wore Selt with oniy that horrible greasy soap. By this time
we weore wlloin striped . Far blouais we had to use our own,

CThe grls soid, “Toke it all. We don't want 1" They didn’t take
the Bible. We were permitied the Bible,
* - -

Ligkts ware blazing il the time, night and day. The lights in
the corridorz, and the lignts in the celis. AL night, thcy opencd
all the winda so o that the buos could gt in, and turned on the
coaler so that it got viay cold, By day, they closed the windows.
Sometimes they jeft the “ooler on, but it scems to me most of the
time they wwrned U ofl.

We were withoul matiresses for (wo days. The steel pallets
had holen in them the size of o nalf-ilollar, The girls had bruises
all aver their bodies Trom lying on them,

16

R e O s

[RIANAYE R

e e e e .+ St e

3428




‘
z
:
|
;
4
i
:

e e s

A few davs later, Sergeant Tyson came back andg practically
Lewned the pieks 1o tpke the oy Laek, Then nine of the Negro
. woere Jnoved aut of their eelise.f wias one of them—anad

. o a hospital room with nine bunks n it. We were kept”
there for twp days, .

We found out later that this was the tme the delegation from
ilinnesota came (o inspeet prison conditions, and Governor Ross
Barncty urdered the prison autheritics 1o mitke things look good.
The pross reported, as o restelt, that the Freedom Riders wure being
treaied fairly well, They aever mentioned the erowded conditions
ar peor vemiilation. When we rot back, the other 8irls said they
had been given back thejr tawels, and matiresses, and tooth brushes,
and had boea given a decent meal. so that when the delegation
eame the pirlg supposediy had nathing to compinin about, Stil, it
feh good to know thae national interest had bipn aroused,

v - L] .

At first, we wore allowed v write 1wo lelters a week, This
dide't mean that the letters would get out, Nincteen lines on one
fide of the page only, A couple af wecks loter, even this was denied
s When the it was distributed, the oenly oncs who received mail
were thos: currently in favor with the matron or jailer.

The inconciclency of the afficings was terrific. 1t reminded me
of things T had rosd abou{ the Nazi eoneentration camps, They
said one thing vne time, and another time they said the exact
opposite. No strict scheduly was ever followed. We got menls at
diffurent times. The eniy thift that was strictly adhered to was the
4.00 AL shaking of the burs, and tiwe 4:00 P.M, shaking of the
bars. Everything was done to keep us in a state of nervous tension.

» ‘e . ‘

We had nur discussions, We had discussions abont quiet hours;
whether-or not we would have quiet hours; or have rules imposed
on us from the top. Whether we would protest beeatige the food
was lousy,

When the food wag brought .jn, it was first hauled into an

outer romm, and left there for 30 minutes before it was served o
ts. By thon it was ice cold. Most!y it was beans and cornbresd,

The only thing that kept most of ug going was that we did get
milk. We gat half a cup ol milk twice a day, and a horrible thing
they dalled cofle: in the murning. It was hot, 'That was the only

good thing about .
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After 1 was released, on July 25. | rentained in Jackson for
four days. To me, it was my stay in Jackson that made my going
& Freedom Ride worthwhile. The four duys in Juckson were
really wonderful,

I had no clothes cxeept’the blouse T wore, and a few little rags
I had planned to use inside of prison. The people in Jackson gave
me o nice dress and lingeric. Women came over to give me skirts
and blowses. People caumne over with fruit ang food. Anything they
could do to show they were with us, they. did. .

The Negro community pays no attention 1o the police. They
O their own way. At wn NAACP meeting, where 200 1o 300 people
were presend, the speaker said, “Freedom is more important {o us
than our joblt.” He really meant it. The people all cheered,

A woman speaker said., *We're tired of serafehing our head
when it doesn™ iteh. We're fired. of laughing when we don't feel
like Jaughing.” Evervone cheored.

T workee at the CORE ofice there. Kids from the street, little
iny kids, enme vp the stairs and just stood there and lcoked at
me. 1 said te a dittle 7-year old, "Whui are you going to do when
YUl grow up?” ’ . .

He said, “I'm a Freedom Fighter, I'm going to be n Freedom
Rider.” .

The same spirit had been, true in New Orleass, The girls 1
mei in the CORE group there were human: beings such as T have
never before met in my life. They live and breathe the movement.
They told us, “I'm net only Fghilng this batile for my -children,
but for mysell. I'm nat waiting until 1 have kids to stamp out
segregution.” And they told us, “I would rather die than see seg-

_regation continue.” .

I know, of course, that the Freodom Rider movement is only
an extwension of the Sit-Ins in the Soath. A friend of mine at the
State Teachers College, in Montgomery, Alabama, wrote up her
experience in March, 1960: .

. NOBODY MOVED

The student president, Bernard Lee, suggested that we
should have sit-down lunch counter strikes, and we alj
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agresd: Wo pledped 1aqt, The next day 35 students went
down toe the Ui Court [ouse 10 be served.

We all marched in twaos and the waltress fust slared
atous, s hengh o wis Just a disgeace, She came over Lo
the first fable und she asked, “What do you all want?™

One oy, loud, *We want o be served.”

“Served, whaf do you mean®™

“Of course served™ By that time she went into the
main affice and brought out the manager, He asked the
sume question and they told him the same thing,

o said. "What rights do you have here?”

One fullow, loud, “The 14th amendmoent.” We just stood
nnd stood. Finutly m about 10 minutes thoere were cops just
pauring in the doors, . '

Thoy asked = tat of questions. They asked us our names
but we refused Lo el tiem, only that we were students at
the eoflege. The phofographers made it there by that time,
and they stavied taking pictures. W tirned our backs. In
Wiz way they enuldn't identify us, but they did take close
up anap shots, nnd they took them over {o Lhe president's
affies, and ke Lod (o identify the students, ,

We wient homue, und back (o school, The next day. the
student council et and we suggested (hat we would have
wpathoer meeting a church this time, We kept our moct-
ing off the wamghus, Al'er this mecting' we said we were
#oing 10 have apother but it rained on the day planned and
we dide't make i Fhe nest day was Saturday and although
we had planned o po we refused. Oh, it was awful, there
wure people standing )l over, espueeialty by the 10¢ stores.
‘They bad bals and litthe brewn paper bags and one lady
ol hit by o hat.

- That sarae nitht wir Lield o meeiing and wo suggested
that we watid ge up (o the capitat, The following marning,
Sunday mornms, we wont o Dexter Avenue. We bad plan-
ned an o maveh i tere were approximately 660 to 700
policemen stationed on'the steeets and atong Dexter Avenue.
They were wn horseback, on motloreyeics and some weore
wailing, They made us go aeross the sireet one by one. We
went inte the church amd sang songs and prayed prayers,
then vee il wert hame, They wounldn® let us march to the
capital.
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Tne following Monday the students had signs, lots of

- Seme of the signs had on then ™8 down, 2,508 10 go.

UHBGU 10 1960." “Democracy Dicd Toduy,” “Who is Who?"
and “It's A Shame”
“WE WEREN'T AFRAID"

W demonstrated on the campus, and lhe pround di.
rector 10ld ws (0 move off the campus, 1o ge anywhere but
on the campus, We refused 10 move ofl, We just pathered
arsund in farce nmenbers, Bernard Lee was wlking 1o us
when the pround director rade up n his car, and he has a
pgun of course, and he told us if we don't ledve the campus
there'il be serions fraubie, But we paid him no mind. 1me
madiately he fired two shots mto the air. It was hysterical.
Did anyone move? No! He ealled the police,

In abont five minutes they were just numerous. Police-
men all aronud and on every corner, The students yet
held up the siges, Thats when the cops said, *The baddest
Negroes step ont.” Fourfeent or 15 boys stepped out anad
walked right up to their guns. They arrested them and
some others along {he sireel. .

Ore teacher just happened to ne tooking on and she
said. “My, they are treating them brutnily,” and they

" clasped her around her srms and put. her in the paddy -
wagon teo. . - . '

Tney 10'd us 1o move back off the streels, We refused

“to and just stood and stood thece They went down to got
fear’gas at that time. But we weren't gfraid and we just
dida't move,

There were several things that inspived us but T think
the one thot inspired us the most is when they hod the toar
gas and they wore telling us if we stepped nut we would
get hurt znd we just stood theve and they didnt blow that
tear gas. We knew we could £O on, .

. We had planned a meeting at a church for 2 o'clock and
53 we bepan lesving iwo by two for the church. That is
when wa moeved off. The policemen didn't seare us away.

One of the studenis at the moeeting sald, “Together we
siand, divided we fall."

‘The teachers made some remarks {oo. ‘They gave advice
like this: “This is your (fe, muke il what you want it to
bei” “We use as we have, but we make what we want;"
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“Our laws ire established and why can’t we all live by

them.”

The whalp liasia of the sirike is freedom. I do
kope we can win our struggle, our fight, I hope_wilh your

Lelp we will sueceed.

- . »

What was new in the Freodom Rides is that they involved
witite 20d Negrn in the South Everyone was so anxious tn do
samethmg really definite to changr this system that they threw
themselves into the Brocdom Slovement enompletely,

. -
Freedom Rider Louise Inghram:

I apree with Mary that the most wonder{ul experience of all
is gelting to know the Negro comimunily in the South, You get to
know them first when you are in jail. It was in the Hinds County
Jail that Mary becare quite ill. She was naturally in » Negro cell,

She had bueen sick for about six hours, but they hadn't told us
in‘the next cell. When we found out sbout it we screamed for a
doctor for abeut 50 minutes. She was turning quite pale, her hands
wers beconsing stiff and freezing, She felt she wan going to vomit
but couldn’t. We feared that shc had an appendix condition, so we -
sereamed. The prisoners in the next cell, whe were Negro girls,
also sereamed, The ones who were on the other side of them,
white girls, also sereamed: “Jajiort Jailer! Doctor. Call a Doctor®

When you are in jail the most {rightening thing is for someone
‘to get sick herausz you don't know what it is, You don't know
what kind of medidine you are £oing o get. You don't know if
¥ou are going 16 gel any. I beeomes imperative for the prisoners
to try to got help for the sick person. }

Finally, the deoctor showed up. I said we thought she might

" have an appendix conditivn, We therefore refused to let her have
an enema unlss he would administer it himsclf, He said, “You
can't pay nwe to touch Lhat girl™ Ag you can see, he was a white
docter,

Since Mary had Lecome so ill, and since we kad been cailing
for our lawyer, demanding that we see him immediately to try
to get a Negro doctor for the Negro priseners—and, we hoped, for
the white Freedom Riders also—the guards decided to give us the
pacizages sent by Woman Power Unlimited,

L L Lo C S P
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WOMAN POWELR UNLIMITED

Worien Power Unlimited is an orgarnization of Jackson women
foringen a resull of the Freedem Rides. Thety had formed in
ooder 17 ng things to make life eaclor for the Freedom Riders

County Jail. They Wioughl cigarettes, candy, fruit juices,
chanre of clothing for the girls and for the boys. They did as
much as was possible to rmake jail mare bearable, until the jailers
lald them -that they could no longer do that. Then they set up n
comittee to feed the Riders ae they came out of jail: Cive them
3 moed meal, & oplace to wash and change into fresh ‘clothing.
Whenover pmsible, they ook ihe girls to brauty shops and the
etlows to barhers, In short, théy tried 10 do whatever wis neces-
sary e belp us foel and jook like human beings again,

Thelr refatinnslip tv us, white and Negte, when we were in
jall, gave the le o the sianders in the press thal the Southern
Negro was “hostile” to the Freedom Riders. The greatest of ail
thrills was their activity ondside; This Iy what really inspired the
Freedom Riders from the North, 1 will never forget the enthu-
siaslie mass meeting right in Jackson when we reappearad for
our trial, .

We got inta Jacksen and went around hath colored and white

N wailing reoms, We boarded the bis and ‘wore taken immediately to
Tougaloo College, a ‘Negro college jusl cutside of Jack«on, Tougaloo
and Campbel! Colleges were the only two campuses brave enough
to house the Frecdoam Riders, . .

We hkad a meeting in the Chapel—we were always having
meetings—which was called by e arass {o work out how we
weri: to behave in Jacksen, T might add here that we were in-
structed, bofore we left New Orleans, not 10 test the facilities jn
the depot where we were sure to be arrested agoain, That's why
wa went rround the Lwe waiting rocins. At the meeting we were
informed that the police had shreatened to arrest ‘everybody if we
so much ax sang one nole of one seng in the City of Jackson, or
on the way there .or back, We agrecd not to sing,

The while New York lawyer sugeested to us, in order o avoid
re-arrest, that wa go into Jackson and into the courtroom segre-
gatedd and to Guegrate onlv after we were nside the courtroom.
He also asked us to el him handle the Iegal pioblems if they
insisted on trving 10 sefrepate us in court, ) o

‘There wa- o great murmoer of disappointment, We left the
riceting disappointed and unhuppy. During luneh, little groups
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Lefan clustering and discussing the situation, We deelded that we
wunld not segregate. Another meeting was called.

At the sevond meeting, Rev, Vivian said someone had lold him
we wertn't happy about the decision tn sngragate, A woll of “Dhoets
right!” weny up in that hall, We decided then and thero that wa
would inlegrate, This tme the roar of approval was deafening,
When we sang “We 5hail Overcome,” this time, it was u victory
song. Wi had wen. We had come to Jackson to integrate, and
intagrate we would, 4

MASE RALLY IN JACKSON g

There wos a vally ir Jackson the night before we went to court,
Bt wais pouring down rain. Pve never seen ramn like that in person,
only behind bLare. I'm sure many people who would have come
were hept away by vhal rain, . B

The place holds 1,500 people, and it was filled to eapacity.
The police. who were out in force, refused to let anyone stand,
Witen the seals were filled, the rest of the people were made
to disperse; They weren’t cven permitted to” walt oulside the
building, They were forced to move oul of the neighborhood
altogeiner, Thai 'eads me to believe at lenst 3,600 peonle turned
out ta attend that rally—there in Jacksom, Mississippi.

The poliee refused lo allow any white people, except the ’
Freedom Riders, to enter the auditorium on the grounds that they
ware keeping the Ku Klux Klan and White Citizons Council out,
Actually they woie keoping’ Negrovs oul,

The Freedom Riders were all thero, We roceived a standing '
ovation, Wo sang that might wilhin-the borders of' Jackson. The
police did not mrrest us for deing it. I think they would rather
never see 3 Freedom Rider again, if possible, and the last thing
they wanted was ‘o put 189 of us bavk in jot! at once, They also
were ni 5o joolish ac to try to arrest us with 1,500 Negroes around,
and in the micdl: of the Negro section. . ’ .

" Al the rally we learned that Weman Power Unlimited, the
erganizition of Jackson womrrien I menlioned before, had moved
frem piding the Freedom Riders—since they were no lenger pur-
mitted to come to the jail — into the arena of civil rights itself.
They had taken on e project of voter registration in Jacksen..
They said that this was the resull of the Freedom Rides. We Riders
steod and pave theta a standing ovation. There is no doubt that
Jackson wiil never be the same city,
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Many Ncgre homes are patrolled by polica, spotlighted at
might. and so forth. This form of intimidation does not stop the
peop!le 1 have met, but only makes them more determined than
crer o centinue Lo fieht.

Ater the rally, we returned 10 the campus. The next morning

St wern reparters all over the campus, but they were not
Dowed st our meetings, We recorded our songs which will appear
i an album simmitar to the one oir the Sit-Ins, ‘

We then bozrded busses, integrated. and drove to Juckson. On
the way in we waved o ail the Negroes we saw, and they all
waved and smiled back. Even when thar white bosses were stand-
mg tight.there besidi them, There must have been g lot of unem-
ployment on that score

We valked ap the courthouse stairs, integrated, and we were
, the most waonderfully gond Junking}people in that city that day.
Thery were 189 Freedom Riders walking with heads held high,
broad smiles on gnr faces. Negrues waved to us wherever they
could, oL S
MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT

I now wish 1o r2irate iy steps back o jail and show the
treatinieni of the white “pri 5" T will describe Parchman. The
part we saw warn surrounded by barbed wire with the top of jt
cieetrified, You can see the Lenerater, There were lwo gun towers on
eath side of o lapg. iow, 1ed brick building that looked like somo-
thing out of Dochau. 51 wis yuite modern ‘but it kad an emingus
look. Thers woie also two aun towers behing jr They wore about
50 feet hich and very well eonstructed, - s

They pulled the boys” van up te the girls' side of the prison,
which § 4 tremendous mistake on their part for the girlz im-
‘medialely sinrted sinping, woelcome songs” The girls yelied (o the
boys. “Wha is there? What is the aews? Do you know so-and-so?
My pame is su-and.sp,”
~ We pirls wha wepe al the fropt of (he buiiding didn"t know
thi: questinning that was 40ing on, but we ceuld hear the singing,’
Wa couldr't hear any menm prisaavrs on the jnside singing. This
worried us hecsuse we hnew that they were in there, We bepan
10 sing too. We Sang our sonps. Ezach person had made up his own
songs beeause BobodY knuw the arigina! Freedom Rider songs,
Weu had no time 1o fcarn them so we made up our own VTSes,
Seme of them po bke:

“. .. Barnew, he shall be remaved——
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Just like the garbage
Floating down the water,
He shall b removed.”

"We're going tn voll
Wi're going to roll
We're going to roll
Hicht over them,”
UUhen moindong Bacnett and all his friends,

Fiaiiv, we were talen inside a little vestibule, two girls at »
vime There was a wooden table, and a cat. ‘Chis is where: we found
wut Lder. our malran tived. She nsed 1o be a trusice. She graduated.
Sty 4¢ Mter, Hiv is a malron. '

There we woere searched. We were told to remove all our
2luthes, wihich we did. We left all our personal belongings en the
eutside. We ware not-allewed te tuken anything, not even string,
in wiih us. Al the preparations we had made to have writing
peper and all that, were to no avail, lngide, we were made to sub.
wit o a vaginad seorch, We were the fivst group to be subjecte
L thus himiliution . . oS

Then they look thi: bobby pins out of our hair and gave us
strrpel chirts. We were allowed to keep our bras, panties, blouses,
ara! the striped skirts \We were not allowed to keep our shoes or

csiuckiags or any of sueh niceties, Then we were led inside. _
by the meantime, the girls had still been singing along, the
girls on i inside -who knew we were Freedom Riders. They
grected ve with beantiful singing. We were given towels, -sheels,
tooth pawacr, woth brush, and.soap. That was our little kit.

Eventuatiy. the singing stopped, “and one of the girls, Betsy,
begen te tell us her Greek mylnology. This was our bedtime story
wvery night. Eich person would do something if she could. Because
we couldi't see caell ather, we todd stories or sang. The Scuthern
stadents had  beautiful veices, Unfortunately we Northerners
woren't as tolented.

‘I the meddic of the Greek story, Sergeant Tyson, of Jackson
fame, and Serpeant Storey walked in gnd said, “You going to keep
quict?”

Betsy ashed our spakesnian, o Southern Negro student, Pauline,
what to do. Pauline said, *We aren’t making that much noise, Co
alread and finish your story.” Betsy vontinued with her story.
That wis when tiey look our mattresses as Mary his deseribed,
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It is very hard to sicep on steel I would keep leaving that
stapl tray tn He down on the rement flonr far contnsse The huga
would start coming so 1 would go back 1o the tray for getting away
from the bups. This was July 3rd.

As we found out luler. a delegation from Minnesola was on
its way o inspeet conditions at Parchman. AR of a sudden, they
started cleanitg. Each eoll was washed, They took nine of our
Negro girls out completely, and pul only two inmates in each cell.
We didn't know what was happening, and didn’t know where those
girls were going nor whel was going 1o happen to them. They were
taken oul on the merning of July 5th. Our mattresses were given
back to us. ' k ’

One delegation came in. We didn't’ know who thoy were. Wa -
didn't kaow what was going on, so we didn't get a chance to tell
themy very much. They asked us how condilions were. Pauline was
tiken alony with the other cight Negro girts, She was our spokes-
man; they made sure to get her. We had two other spnkesmon.
We had clected three in case anything should happed to us, a
first, sceond, and third spokesman. Qur sccond spokesman, Joan, s
a while Southern student, which was very aggravating to the
puards. o :

,The delegation asked her” how  conditions were. She said,
“Don't ¥id yourself, This iz the best we have over had . We just
got our maltresses back, They have taken nine of our Negro girls'
out, and we don't know where they are. We did have three in a
ceil”

As & result of all the delegations, we gol three brushes for the
whole ceil block, and one comb, -

- ) »

The white men were taken to a barracks-like enelosure which
nad no cell, The whole barrucks wis a big cell. Which meant that
they enuld run, they could talk, they could move around, and they
could take showers as oilen as they wanted. They gol no extra
privileges however. They immedistely went on a prolest hunger
strike against being moved 2way from the Negro men. They said
that they cither wanted to be returned to Miaman Sceurity Unit
(MSU) or to have the Negro men broupht lo the barracks, The
profest war to no nvail

The white men still had to wear the MSU uniform, which
consisted enticely of one pair of kbaki undershorts, They were
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apprrenty detiberately given ouat in the wrong sizes--all too bi
Trus menast that the wan wantd hove o wnll geanped haolding the
short. up e keep them {ron: falling off. .

Thele food wis wbeut the same as ours. Rumors were fostered
byt i o e aro men thatl the white mén had all kinds
uf vx panleges whieh the Nepgro mern didet bhave. This was
e Ltk ond when CORE found out about it through people
Feaving ey sentin messnges to dispel the 1umars.

The gizls were i o muach better position than the fellows., We
Kuew that when we n. The boys were not singing any more.
We vould not hear them at any time, and that depressed the girls
a prreat deall Bin the givls continued to sing. '

When e puards took the mattresses froin us, and we pounded
on the sicel, that was the only time the boys Kuew what was
Bappening. The jiticrs bitd elosed off the doors so that we couldn’t
hear cack “other. But the fremendous din of 28 sieel pailets being
peunded in thythm with our singing veached quite a pitch, Every-
burdz heard it The boys know then thiat our mattresses wern gone
breauss you doa't iake o sound hke that otherwise, ‘They protested
alse, Tiey wailed untif Tyson walked in, and said, “Give the girls
vark their mattiosses,” ’ ’ R

He said, “Go to hell”

They said, Al right, ta%e oury” He did. .

We didnt know that, We had no way of knowing.

We haed heard a story, when we got in, that a Negro girl from
Tallzhasyer, had refosed te take a shewer because she is afraig
of athlete's foot S0 they eaar: to her cell, three trustees, one Negro
and twe white, and took her ont 10 the shower, put wrist-Sreakers

n, and tock a foar brusk, and giove her a G shower, Apparently
shet was baaly seratched and blerding, and everything else when
» eame back. This waa before wi gol there. We only heard the
story. This girl, spart from that. had o blesding uleer and vomited
up cvery meal consistently, The only thing she could keep down
sorelunes was mitk, Soowe all gave her otr milk,

There wus only ane ather incident of physical violence against
e woren thas we heard ansuts o Nepro giel was said (o have
buen slapped by a puard when she refused to say, *Sir" She was
boiled out within fanr davs of her arrest. The guard was repri-
manded and then put back ag a gaard. 1 don't know which one of
the puards it s,

-4l
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DISCUSSIONS, AND CHOOSING A SPOKESMAN
W hnd mevtings for howrs on end about non-violence.* Some
belleve in 4 oas a way of Lie. Gandhi would have done
! ueh s such and such”
T sorie of e Sotdesn preopie stulid tosay,
nor-vioient to protest 41 ail”

“It i3 not

Whurenpon the Southern studenis who believed in Gandhi

sk, TNOwW it a minwie hores That's nat see We kept our singing
giiing, W should have stopped singing if that is what you believe;

do evervihipe that the jaiier telis you, and simply le down and |

step on yvon'” :

reo wis quteh furnoves of Uprisoners " Soma went out on
hail and others toek their place. As the composition changed, so
did the dischzsions When the foml got very bad we. debated:
Should we profesi? Dlhplh\ 1] the delay over ‘whelher that would
b conmidered wvlent or nons-violumt, we veted 1o protest, and. -
chuse oitr spukesinan. - '

LAH of a sudden. Tyson showed up. Somchow he knew we were
poing to protest, He walked in and stood in front of the spokesinan’s
reld, waiting lm something, uatil she prowsted. She - got about
haliway through ber speech, when he said, “We don’t have no
menu down hore ¥eu know,™ And he weut awsy. But within two
daxs the focd ot better.

We lcmened to listen to each other. We eould never sec each

Cwther eaeept un shower days. We were all such phya:cal wrecks
ther that we knew we'd never be able Lo recognize vach other on
the outside. ©ne of our johes when we gol oul, and thought we
recugrazed u Froedom Rider, was 1o say, “MSU, class of '8l zay
semething so [ can reeognive you!” *

Fhis is how we chose our spokesman:' We all knew at least our
own group. The newer people were excused from voting for the
spokesman until they got (o know the peuple better, Each candidate
algo gave o smandl Gk on Ler civil righis oxperience, and hew she
vicwed non-vie ence. a3 notactic or as a philosophy. For instance,
whon | game in, we abready had a first, second, and third spokes-
man. They wore ebeted by the group which was there before we
came. My tiw tme these spolesmen deft, we kiew the rest of the
girls from the discussions and mectings we had.

Mary zaid that in a wovemesd of this kind she’d like.to sce
a Negpro as fust spokesman, and a white as seeond. We'd decided
on only two because we now had fewer girls. One of the girls
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spoke out and :aid, “Nebody's going to tel] me whom 1o vote for,
11 vote for the perroi 1 think is qualified,” There were people who

1 2 persair m here who o't guatitied. In a movement of this kind
it would be the way 1o stow our democracy by having al least
one, or even two Nogro spokesmen, rather thon two white” It
turned out that we «iveted @ Negio as first spokesman, and a white
as second,

KENNFDY'S NAME IS A DIRTY WORD
There wars noe hepe that the government would intervene, The
girls kept griping sbout the fact that the government was not
coming in. As {or Kennedy's name—among the “prisoners” il was
o dirty word The Jackson students inverited a song. Wo girls song
i o listle-dillvrontiy: (o the lune of “Frere Jacques™)

Brother Bob

Brother Bob

Are you sleeping?

Are you sloepine?

Freedom Riders waiting,

Freedom Riders waiting,

Enforer the law!

) Enforce the iaw! ,

The enly differenee between our version and thil of the Jackson
students s that srang: "Brother Hoss o .0 " {Ross Barnett,
Covornor of Miszissippil, . ’

We weie cxpecting to leave on bail, Tucsday, Aupust st
They usually took people out an Tuesdays and Fridays, Apparently
they change -the routine vvery ohee- in o while, just when you're
paottim used to ity T's done 1o shalowe you. Until this time, when.
ever they brought priseners in they took others out in the =pme
truck. This titne, wher they- brought prisoners they didn't take
any cul. Wo wore three girls all dressed and waiting 1o leave, We
saw the trucks leaving, and our hearts went down a bit,

Finelly, the track came on August 4th with no prisoners on
it, and teck us oul. 1 guess they were just playing their usual
domorulizing aumes L !

By that time, aher being il kaving no exeteise, and just lving
in oy bunk all’ the time T was in the penitentiary, 1 wasn't in
very good physical enndition, When we woere taken back to Hinds
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1 our bail bond, I almost dida't make it up the

Coundy Jat o

SIRITS
MIETING A WEST GERMAN REPORTER IN A
MISSISSIPPI COURTHOUSE.

this Point that we e oan Indonesan student,
an peporter. We hid heaeed about thens in Parch-
¥ hed been with anather group of Frecdom Riders
hohoad just esme in.

We feund out thal the Indonesian student was on a Freedom
Mg and was wo!d by the State Depurtment 1o get out of the Ride
ihe wras 10ld that it would embarrass bath his wovernment and our
roment g opreat deal if be ot arcested in Jackson, When he
ssed 10 leave, twa FBE nus bodily removed him from the_train

hefore it ived jn Jackson. .

The it German was in the statfon a1 Jackson covering the .

Frevdom Hidez e touk pictures us a group of Riders was arrested.
He was toid 1o stop photagraphing and {0 move on. He refused,
w0 he was 1ol annin, He <till refused, se he 100 was arrcsted.
e was {he only man who defended himsalf at the trial of
the Freedom Riders, ard e did i@ beautirully, He seld he'a Just
came from covering (he Firlmann Trial in Israel. There, he sald,
wits @ mass murderer. & man who had killed six million Jews,
yet e was given the privilege of coming inie court with & clean
shirt and a shave. Yel, here, in Jacksoa, Missisvippi he was not
granted the same privilere for (he “erime” of walking into «.
train depot. The judge cesponded thad mipyhe if he Jad killed
six million Jews he might have been grznted the same privilege. :
Then he caught himself and tricd tn'suy that he really wasn't
in fuvor of kalliag eix million Jews, which:I donbt. The reporier
continui d with phrpses fike, “When 1 was 1n Washingion talking 1o
Rebert Kennedy = A that point the judg: sank low in his chaijr,
The ceporter aetuntly talied his wiay out of ‘the charges, and 1 bel
her was the oniy man ever aeauitted of "breach of the peace.”
1le tried three more times to get arrested, Every tlme a
croup of Freedom ftiders eante in, he went down to the depot to
Juin them, and each time he was not grresied,
wioowers nut by CORE penple. by our lawyoer
Mro Youy hil weve taken o the homes of women in Woman
Power Uslinited, *There was i beputiful fried chivken dinner which,
Peoukdn® cal ws 1 had lost my appetite.

unfortunately, !
Then we were informed that our trinls were {o ko place in
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ten days, on August 14, 1961, We had o choice: we could go heme,
which s inadvizable; or wo could siay in Jickson: or we could
#0 te New Orleans, and wait there until the trial, I said I was going
heme to sre my sen, and would return to Jackson on the day before
the tral but that T had 1o go to' New Orleans first to pick up some
things 1 had teft there.

REIGN OF TERROH IN NEW ORLEANS JAILS .

All of ous group wen: back te Now Orleans on Friday, August
Ath. 1 made arrangement to leave there, by plane, on Monday
right. On Sunday night, hewever, I was waiting for.a bus at o
bus stap with 1we other girls, one of whom was a white Freedom
Rider, and the other was a Negio CORE member from New Orleans,

I* was nbout 1:13 in the' morning. A squad car pulled up. beside
us and asked for our identification. All that “the other Rider had
wlth her for identificntion wss a CORE eard. They asked her, “Have
you ever been arrested before?”

Ehe said. I just got to New Orleans a few days agﬁ, and'

couldn’t possikbly have been arrested in such o short time”

Then they said, “Well, have you ever.been arrested befsre in
any other place, like Missiesippi?®

She answered, “*What makes vou think that?”

By this time, I koew they were going to take us in. 1 wasn't
going to let them think that 1 was ashamed of being a' Freedom
Rider. 1said, “I'm a Freedom Rider.” The other girl said the same.
! smd that we were on our way home. They, replied that they'd
like us to lcuve us svon us possible, I answered, “That’s what we're
trying to do,” ) ) .

- Another squad ecar pulled up while, we were talking, We
thought, before this car had pulled up, that we might get off with
only a lecture. But one young policeman from the second . snuad
car said to the others. "Listen. you book them, I'l be a witness.”
They liked that idea and raid, "OK we're gonna book you.”

I said, "On what charge?”

Simling, they answered. “We'lt think of something.!

I think that when they saw an integrated group standing
together their wee minds chicked, beoause the news. that all the
Freedom Riders were to appear in Jackson on the 14th had been
in all the papers. 14 was from this time until the end of the week,
that the reign ef terror began aguinst Freedom Ridets.

Altheugr T hed $15, und arn o housewife; and the other Rider
had 320, ard s a studcnt, and the third one of us lives, and s
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employed, in New Orleans, we were nonctheless picked up on
charges of ¢} vagraney, and no visible means of support: and {(2)
losterimp. Where else can you catch a bus except at a ous stop? |
don’t know. But in New Orjeans that was called “laitering.”

I the squad car, on th jail, I said 16 the palice thatl
it war chvious they were arresting us for betng Freedom Riders
in anather swute, not for anything we had donc here. ,

He replied that was not true, because if it were, we would

c been arrested for prosfitution! )

We were taken to the Second Frecinet in New Orleans. We
were questionsd more brutally and more vulparly there than we
ever had heen in Mississippi, The first question out of their mouths
was, "Are rou CommunistsT™ : .

All three of us answered, "No!™ very fast and very loud.

They asked mie such things s, "What docs your husband think
aboul you yanning aruend ke this?" And, “You're' gonna have to
tay u Yot «f lovir' un him to pet him back when you pet homel
He's not waiting for you, he probably pot another woman by now.”
Then they smiled znd said they were roing to cal! in the FRI to
investigale us )

1'got very-ampry by this tifie and said, “Go right ahead. The -
FBI had a man on the train with us a2l the way to Jackson to
protet us from people like you. They’ve alrepdy investigated all
of us.” This set themn back o little bit.

Of voinge, our Negro friend wat treated hadly,-and was the
buth of vy erude remiarks. Thuey 'usud mueh ‘worse langunge .
than we had ever hewrd in Mississippi, They were just plain mad
Crackers. S

Thi:n they took us Lo our cell, This was the worst jail by far,
that Uve ever been in. I looked dike (he dunpeons ont of “Les
Miserables.” The cell wus smaller than M3U, mayhe five feet by
seven or eighlt, I was very dark. Instend of having bars on one
end, the wall with the door in #l was completely salld except
for the top two-aud-a-balf feet, which- was latticed, It had one
woaden hench In il In arder to see out into the halt, you had to

chimb up onto the hench and peek out. }
We were put in wilh another white woman prisoney, The three
af us had to Lry to sleep on that bench. There was no sink in that
plare, there was a drinking fountain instead. The ather prisoier,
who had been there about six days without soap, without tooth
povrier or tooth brush, hud been washing her underclothes in the .

3446 -

R




itk oot how!, ag there wag nothinjr ¢lse there to uge, The cen
JLETS .‘1!:-:.-.—]1;1:_-]; Llthy,
Tie mwals consisted ef twe sandwiches g day, and coffee.
Lur Weprp irl fricndg was put in the hext cell by hersels,
L 00 AL Wewere taken tg Parish Prison to be
Minted andg Bed. They worg murh more thorough than
o0 had veen, Thes wope rying to muke us feel like rog)
They tank 13000 fingerprints than M:'sslssippi, and even
ked if qup CArS wWere picreed,

e ware retymeg 0 tie Sveond Precinet, ang went to our eell, .
Qur Noyrg air? friena wys not returned with us. We were tolg-
it 55t hed been bailed nut, We A6t knew whetlier 'to believe
00 a0l We wpge gy orried about her, We faund out lager that her
ruther hed basjed hee out, but gig not have enough money, or she
wele: bava bailed us ) oLy,

C W tried to get o little steep, three of Us curled yp gp the
buneh, e 119 seoner fell asleep than breakiosy came, Aftor culing
half aur sandwich, and saeing the éthap halt “for Jater in case wea
Hot hungrey 4l luneh tigy, W vere pgain taken to Parish Prisen,

Fitir, time we were put in the Ime-up. This j5 vather unusual

Imdat for agrants They made ro Dretense nf having yg there
folenduy us, W Were thoere (o b qu'_-s!innqc.' and haragsed, They
asled my girlfsfend, “where do you gei your mongyye

She sagg, Tt's my money," ' .

Voices from bekind the sereen yelled, “She's anigger f.. g
whorg, " )

Tney asked e how many peaple in the family I wag staying

- COKE memiers and how many CORE People lived oy

swered that 1 wgg ho!'a CORE member and I didn't know
wha was In-CORE ang Wwho was not. °
We ware then returned to the Second Preeinet, ang released
to appear iy court al 104 PAL After the judge made 2 mockery
of the CouTTaons by l::amn:.:u:’n;:‘us far hnlr-nu-hour ar more,.
e tharpes wopg dronped. He said the Negroes jn the South are
all happy, ang cailed us Novthern azitators, eic,, ele, cte,, efe,,. Ad
navseam. Al '%is took place on Mcmlny. . :
On Wednesgay, ot 300 in ke aflernoan, an imogratc_d group
of seven Rid WHS arrested Jn o, Nogro Project, We had been
fistributing | tets wbout ayr ally whicli wag to fuke place that
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Friday. We were arresied for distributing leaflets of the wrong
size, and without a permit.

This time we went to the Sixth Precinet, which is' a much
nicer jail. s elean and modern. We never gul into the cetls, which
ieched the same as MParchman except that they had four bunks,
and were a little larger, They had no mattresses on the stee]
bunks, which alse reminded us of Parchman,

This time we were taken to Parish Prison immediately o be
fingerprinted and mugged. They took mine again, but didn't photo-
graph me again. - .

When we went back o the Sixth Precinet, we were, told that
we had been paroled. Before we could leave, they questioned each
of us again, This form of questioning was very much like Missis-
sippl. Very polite. Starting with name, address, religion. They
didn’t want te believe T was Jewish, but 1 finally convineed them.
Then e cop asked, “1s vour hitsband a Negro?* 1 beeamefuriouns, |
Until tinl question. [ hadn’t recognized the form of the guestioning
a5 the sue old harassment wehnique. 1 hod thought il was simply
factual. 1 answered “1 don’t think that's any of youy business.”

Then the poiieeman. who remained polite throughout, said,
“You don'l huve to answer any of these questions, you know™

I saitl “Fine, then .l won'l ANSwer any more questions,”

He asked another ane anyway, “Are you o Communist?"

I said, "I told you T wenildn't answer any more guestions,”

He said that 1 was freo to, e, ,

The next day, a Thursday, we- appeared in dourt. It ivas my
second appearance before the same judge. Our Jawyer argued that
since the Louisiana State Supreme Court had ruled reeonlly that
no permit was necessary to distribute @ leatlel which had to do
with things political, refigious or ideclogical, that our arrest was u
violation of both (he Supreme Court of Louisiana, and of the Fed-
vral Government. Bu! these people don’t cven follow their own
lows when it comes to integration, The case was postponed until
Friday. The judpe said we hael to sec if we could gcl a permil. We
ditl. ) . '

Wo wore scheduled to appear in Jackson on the follewing
Monday, and had. therofore, to leave the jurisdiclion of the court,
Our lawyers advised us to £o. So we did, and no one showed up

" for the trind in New' Orleans. '

After that the terror around us really began to mount. One

home where Freedom Riders were living was patrolled at night
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Wy squad cars. They flashed theie spols on the house to see i there
were wnites there. All the whites had 10 stay inside. |

wNaturally, we stayed with Negro families. They woere the only
oncs wiho would have us, Its against the law in New Orleans, for
whites to live with Negroe., to socialize with Negroes. It used to
be all right befoye Freedom Riders came along. They didn't enforee
that toe strictly. . ) .

Tasre wns some discussion as to whether we should attend the
rally, or not. We expeeted 15 morve Riders on their way to Jacksin
fram California. That would have meant 30 of us at Ieast would
not make it to Jackson if we were arrested Friday night, Well,
those 15 were re-routed around New Orleans and so that problem
was overcome. W seere assured by our lawyers that the police
would not arrest us at the rally as they never arrest you directly
on segregation laws, always on something olse,

Friday night we went {o the rally. A squad car followed two
CORF members, a Negro man and n white woman, while they were -
on the bus, all the way from Ltheé house to the church. The only
integrated thing in New Orleans are the busses.

Squad cars were patrolling the entire neighborhood where the
rally was, Mary people who would have shown up, saw the police
and {turned around and walked back. ‘Fhe police had also spread
the rumor in the neighborhood that they would raid the rally,
which alse kept many away. As a resull, there were only 150 te
250 peopice there. )

i forgot sumething abortd the arrest, so I'll add it here. Mrs.
Wagner the blinad lady whom Jackson, Mississippi would not arrest
was one of seven people wrrested with me distributing lenfiets, If
Jacksor thwught i1 woukd be ton eruel to arrest a blind woman,
New Oyleans had no compunetions about it. . oL

Four of us spolse at the vally, and we were able to raise about
$I60 for New Orleans CORE, which needed it badly,

We all went home and woere restricted to gquarters, We were
nol even allowed to po out lo hang the wash anymore, since we
lived in a Negro swighborhood, '

On Saturday night, we go! a phone call informing us that
three of the Freedom Riders from my group hod been taken out
of u private home whore they had gone to dinner, and had been
taken down o the palice stition for intervogation, By the time
someone was able {o go down to see about getting them out, they
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e been charged with vagroney. The next thing we knew, they
hitd bBoeen charged w:th “simple assaull, aggravaled assaull, and
aitemp! 1o escape.”

This is how it happened. They put 8 man, a white prisoner, in
the paddy wagon with them He found out they were Freedomy
Tiders and he beat them up.-As scon as they opened the door, the
prisoner claimed that they had beaten him and had tried to escape.
1 understand he's a very big man. and these kids are very skinny,
T Phey't just been in gail for 40 days, and a5 o result of many hunger
strikes had lost about 20 pounds apicce. They couldn't afford to
lese that much before they went in. Then the poitce beat them,
and put these ehorges on thom, One of them ended up with stitches
in his head. He is a white Sowtherner: They were éspecially réugh
with himn Anather one hatd his {ooth brodien, 'The police had pushed
his foce inlo the doncrete floer. The third had welis all over his
body.

We were all expeeting “the law™ to knock on our doors, and
take vz all to be arrested in order to-keep us from getting to Jack-
son. CORE stead (o lom: $5300 upicce for every Freedom Rider who
drdn’t shiow up for the trinl. None of us slept that night. We were
too worried abeut aur ih'to men.

They have the most wonderiul lavryers in New Orleans. Qurs
told us, after he saw tlte men, that they were the most marvelous
and brave peaple he's ever seen, He Wad lears in his eyes when he
repuried that after suel & criel beating they were able to smile
-throuzh puffed and swollen mouths, nnd joke, and send 2 kiss (o
the girls, They told him that they weren't worried, They knew
that everyiling possible was being done to gol. them ont in lime
for the trigl, . .

They may not hase been worried, bul we sure wore, We didn't
knows what olse the poelice might have in store for them.

The polics difn't come to get us, The nexl morning, we went to
the train depat 1o take our second ride to Jackson. The usual
numh r of potice were there, joking and smiling and calling us

by our first names 1 jar wus, They said, “We understand you lost
three of your men, huh? Whal happened?”

One of the girls from New Orleans hecame i)l Beeause she was
s0 angry that these may have been e same police who had beaten
the men. Siwe shook like o feaf. .




SELF ACTIVITY OF NEGROFS

1 want to say here that in New Orleans I met the finest young
people in the warld. As 1 wrele when I fikst came here on the wiy
1o Javkon:

The Now Orfeans CORE s magnificent. They arc all very
venmn-~dram anont 17 10 23, And Lhey ote mostly gitls, only about
a haif-dosen men.

' What a difference between here and up Neorth, ‘These young-
S1oTS ATe 50 conscious, aware and mature fhat they make me sick
1 my stontich at those whe de mare talking than deing.

- They have been pivkeling woulworth's here for about three
months, every day from 2 to cioging. They are spat upon, jeercd
at, ant worse, When they come to picket, earrying the signs, they
are run at by cars as they oross the streets, They have a quiet
rourage (hal is indeseribable, .

Those who hive been on the rides are some of the sime ones
wiia have pickoted every duy, and they are the real core of CORE,
And.ihey are all gils, it you will alloyw me a bit of fcminism,

ey contrast to our contingent of Fre doir Riders whe came with
a bit were feclmg of adventore (but stiil very serlously and with
dren canvictions), those who have ridden from New Orlenns can
amy be deseribed as Daving an added new dimunsion of complete
and utler dedication. . ‘, .

1 don't niean te tear onr group down, but these young women
have Oved in the Scuth all their lives, and know that this is
whera {hey will return o live when the ride is done, That is a
gualitative difercnce which 1 feel as a Northerner immediately -
upon meeting them, and of which they are also aware,

1 have po doubt’ that every Freedom Rider will come back
with a nevr added dimension, and thit this “spirit of- adventure”
1 have mentioned is alzo a cover for aervousness at the prospect of
possibly botny iynched i wo get.past Javkzon. 1 have no doubt that
most of s would feel some retief i we don't get past that foir
etty, including me, but T feel that this must happen soon, and if it
happens 10 he our groug, it must be done, N o

L] * L]

This titne, when I returned after forty-two days in Juckson
jails. T had an cven closer kinship with these courageous Freedom
Vighters. The girls T met, and especially the one 1 jived with in
New Orleans, are very sharp wnd well informed. on Aftica, on the
werld sitwation, wnd in general. The woman 1 lived with is a
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Gandinan, b s much more Interested in all phases of the
world than iy the Sit-In movement, and simply civil rights.
RRICTINN pregram on Africea which whitewashed DeGaulle,
i derful the Froneh Federation is, and how stupid
e et (0 et out of 1. We were both having a fine time
al ihot She was sick to her stomach al DeGaulle. She
v e whaole situation in detail, ’
Shes o I0-year old. girl whe's frvi £ to keep up her siudies
B same ime, and finding it impossiblo, She was jailed in New
e for 30 days before (he Freodom Ride. She went from there
0 the seeond bus to Alabama. —the one Lhkat got through, Then she
went to the first bus in Jackson, whoere she was agnin jriled,
Angther woman was particularly impressed with the gpecial
Freedom Rider jstue of News & Letiers {August-September, 18¢1),
! tad theught it was heeause thely story was printed there, and
i sa1d sa, She replied (hat what she read first was the editorial on
Civit Righis, and she said it was wonderful, and 100 per cenl tiue,
! think what she tiked hesy is how distinet jt is from anything a -
Communist mipht zay on the subjeet. Here i is:

. : EDITORIAL ;

THE STATE OF CIVIL RIGHTS, USA. 196

Two events, one in the Deep South, and the ather in the
capnal, discloae the shocking state of civil libeities in the
Uniied Slates, marking us as 5 nation on the road Lo totali-
{urianirm, .

. IN THE 501'TH

The jailtng of 227 Frecdem Riders in Jackson,  Missis-
sippe (8o the 1 article, “Froedom Riders Speak For
Themselves™ s has Focused the world spotlight on the jungle
Liw that rules (he Sowth., It revenls vqually clearly the
willtul impotence of the Fedosp) Governmoent (o enforee the
Inw of the iund on desearepated inlersiate travel. The
Federal officials claimed tha they were “helpless” in the
Present situation. At the same Sme the Attorney General
had the effrontry to sk fur a “conling off pericd” by the
Frecdom Ridors whe wore hrave enough to challenge the
Southern bigots, Wi sugeest that the Attorney General fest
fur hmself e coolness of- o Mississippi jail during the

longr. hol summer,
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IN 'THE CAFITAL

AReedly, al the opposite pole from the white suprema-
sety stands the U. S, Supreme Courl Nearly 203 ycars
atter the Declaration of Independence, 100 years after the
Emanicipatien Proclamation and the 14 Amendment te
e Corstitution, tne Supreme Court at joag last ruiad for
Jescpregadicn in education. As was clear, however, from its
sdue dispateh” loophole, the South was granted vnoTmants
iecwiy to diszepard the ruling. Far {rom charting a course
lor humun rights, the present Supreme Court differs in no
fundamuental respeet fromi the nine old men wha' sat on
that hench in -er@ey (o waylay much of the New Deal
legiclation. .

The shaky talority (5-4), by which some liberal
rolings are banded down, is quickly dissipnted the mo-
menl the atmosphere emanating from the ‘White House
changes, at whielt time the majority shifts to the opposite
end.’ A .

*Phis hae been the case ever since- the President of the
Unitee States, at the time of the invasion of Cuba, had de-
ctared thot “the deeper struggle” is not with arms, but with
ugpbversion.” He promptly tried to subvert the freedom of
te press. The majority of these nine old men on ‘the
Suprime Court eaught the spirit ut once, and they tried to
subvert our censtitutional freedom of thought with the new
rulings on the Smith and McCarran Acts. B

Thus, [rom both the side of the blgoted states righters,
and the United States Supreme Court a course of actien
is ‘established: by failure to enforce federal law in the
face of local prejudice. and by legal declsion in face of
prestdential {re, the machinery of totalitarlanism is set
in motion, and the democratic processes of the United
Slates and precious lberties under the Constitution are
made a dead leiter, The United Siates Is rushing head-
long lo be the “cqual” of Russia—in thought control.

Justice Douglas said in his dissent:

“Nothing but beliefs are en trial in this case. They ore
unpopuler and to most of us revolting, But they.are none-.
theless ideas or degmas of faith within the oroad frame-
work of the First Amend-nent.

“\What we lose by majority vote today may ke reclaimed




at a future time when the fear of advocacy, dissent and
non-confermity no longer cast a shndow over us”
The learned justice didn't specify when, in the future,
“the ferr of advovacy, dissenl and non-confermity” will
o lopgesr *cast a shadow over us.” Unfortunalely Supreme
Court decisions are not easily reversed-unless the people
show in no uncertalu terms that they do not mean to have
their freedom tampered with. : .
IN TilE PREES .

The majority of the bourgeois press noisily approved the

" reactionary Supreme Court rulings. The few papers that
dianenlod—and the powerful New York Times did mildly
dissent-—slill misled jhe American public as to the facts
about the Smith Act. The impression was given that the
igzue at dake is "Communisin,” The Smith Act does not
single out Communists and defines “fareible overthrow™ so
lIoosely thal no act is required to set it into motion. It con
and in fact is, applied to any apponent of the idens of the
powers that be. Thus both in Arkansas and Louisiana it
was ured o try 10 compel the NAA.CP. to lurn over its
niembership hist to KKK-inspired rulers, if not to lynch-
bLent mobs,

The paper that lays claim to covering “all the news that
is fit tn print” didn't see fit to print the facis ahout the
firct applicalion of the Smith Art, It cited 1948 as the year,
whercas in fact it was 1941, It talked of jtx use against the
Commmunist Pasty whereas, in facl, the Smith Act was first
used not avainst the Communists. On the contrary, with the
connivance of the Communists, it was used against the
Trotakyists and militant trade unienists clearing out cor-
ruption and do.nothingaess on the pard of their bureau-
cratic overlords in the Minneapolis Teamsters Local 544,

Clearly, the 7,years {hat The New York Times is willing-

e bury in its morgue are nol for purpoeses of “letting the
dead bury the dead,” but for purposes of, letting the dead
bury the living. The Jiving were not informed either of the
facts of the first application of Lthe Smith Act, or of the fact
that it was under the *inspiration” of Dan Tobin's pangster
leadoership ef the Teamsiers Union who resented and f[eared
demacratization, that the Roosevelt Administration rail-
roaded the Trotskyists and teamsler mulitant trade union-
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i e il Se mueh for the first application of the Snutk
Aat

The Trotekyists were nol powerful chough to compe!
the Surceme Court 10 review their esse, The Communists,
whun il wias applicd to them, were powerful enough Lo win
Jis Bupreme Court reling, At thet time (1957 the Court
tried to limit its approval of the Act, by interpreting “ad-
vocucy of viownt overthrow” to mean not “the mere ab-
stzaet doctring of forcible overthrow,” but ‘actual “incite-
ment o action.” The New York Times of June Tih, 1961,
aceepls the cluim at face value, adding howerer:

“WThe sy ng ef the ¥mith Act’s membership clausg,
and the setting in motion of the ponderous Internal Secu-
rily Act, can only erve again o divert public attention to
the virtpally non-existent internal Cominunist threat. The
meat Commanist challenge is from nbroad; and *he secner
Americans’ ged over the iden that we can aalve the problem
by persecuting the tuttered remnants of Americen com-
funisin a1 kume, the better able we will all be to face the
really hard decisions and hard problems posed by the
peniine meraee of communism pushing outward from
Chinn and the Soviet Union” . o

This linking of the Smith Act. which has nnthing to s~y
of “the Communist challenge from abroad,” with the Me-
Carran ¢Internal Security) Act, which does, in its Préamble,
mention kursian Communism, is onee again to mislead the
pablie. We do nal mean to say that the McCarran Act Is
nny n perversion of Amendmeni I to the Constitition
than iz the Smith Act. B

We ave disentangling the iwo In order lo prove why,
with what malice alorcthought, the American Commu-
nists were not dvied under the McCarran Act, bul under
the Smith Acl. This was done in order (o set a precedent
against gennlne working olass opponents of capifalist
Ideas, or even against those who stand for equal righls
for American Negroes, as was the case with the Southern
siales’ use of the Smith Act against the N.A.AC.P,

The Supremse Court was compelled to throw that ease
out, In the present instunec, however, the F.B.I., the Ad-
nenistrating, the Supreme Court (and, not so incidentally,
the press) did a2t in their power to force an 1dentity be-




tween the Marxist thegty of liberation, and its opposite, the
Communist practice of enslavemnen®. )

Therahy, they arhisyed a » able ganspiracy with
Russian Comununism, which for its- own purposes, has
usnrped the name of Marxism,

THE PRESIDENT

Prasident Kennedy likes words, moving words that speak
of frredom. He likes them for ceremonial occasions, like
July dth perorations; he likes therm at summit meelings ta
comnpete with the Communist usé of them; and he likes them

for luring the newly cmergent African nations inte the
“Western” camp On such ocepsions he speaks of our nation
as one “born of revolution,” He becomes so passionate an
advacate of the frevdom of speech, the press, assembly, that
he becomes adidacious ensugh to ‘quote from the groat
American Abolitionist,~ William Lloyd Garrisnn, who, in
fighting the Government and the paid press for tolerating
slavery, had declared in Mis LIBERATOR: “I am in earnest.
I will not equivocate. 1 will not excuse, [ will not retreat a
single inch, and T will be heard.” .

The one thing thal President Kennedy failed to 5ay was
the truth about him‘sc-lf—ﬂml he was tolerating tihe jailing
of the Freedom Riders: that he had created the atmaosphere |
for the pew retclionary Supreme Coupt rulings subverting
the First Amendment (o the Constitution; that his brother,
far from asking far a “cooling off pericd” when these de-
cisions were haaded down, hastened (o ‘announce their im-
mudiale application. He was stayed from this course only
by the restraint, hypocritical though that was, of Justice
Folix Frankfurter, who granted the Communist Parly peti-
tion for a rehearing in the fall, .

Obviously, #il 100 obviously, President Kennedy hiked
only the “sound™ of 1he words of freedons, not their practice.

The deprivation of our Civil Rights, North and Soulh,
and the shackiing of free minds have nothing whatover to
do with the Aight nggainst “Communism.” On the contrary,
it is the true breeding ground of all totaliturinnizms —
Cammunist, Hitlerite, or KKK, inspired private enter-
prisers. When privateé capitalism beglng te compete with
Communist state-capitalism in devising cver-new ways of
thought control, it cun be anly Leeause the foundntlon of
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both is the sume and so0 is thcir purpese: 10 tepress the
workng peoaple.

Capitalism. private or state, has been moving from
erisiz to wars and back agoin ever sinee fts birth, In our

: N3N CRPOn

ocaust that may spell out the end of eivilization alto-
gether. dewate then of these who would fight against
tolalitarianism abroud by embarking on totalitarian ways
at home. ,

The fight against totalitarianisin can be won only by
Freedom Fighters, who ''do not equivocale” in thelr
struggles against discrimination and exploitation, and
therelore can exorcise “ihe shadow cast™ over our Jand
The Freedom Fighters of our epoch, as of the epoch of
William Lloyd Garrison, will be heard,

July 4, 1961 —Raya Dunayevskaya




3 Freedom Rides, Marches, Sit-Ins,
| Bus Bovcotts

Freedom Rider Robert:

I'm 17 years old, a high school student, and, most important;
I'm o Freedom Rider. At Jucksen they made me wait in a separate
room from where the other Freedom Riders were. o

Thev took me into a little office, They asked me my name; to
show identificution: where 1 was from; and that sort of thing.
They told me; to check my juggage will the guard outside the doeor,
which T did. Then I had 1o stand on the other side of the reom
and wait until they called me. .

They psked tac questions such as: Waos T a Communist? Did
I krow that 1 belonged to a Communist organization? Did I'know
that the orpanization that sem the Freedom Riders down would
igat pat themn theve and forget dbout them?

When they saw that they were not scaring me, they said that
because Fam 17 1 wonldn®t be classified as o Freedom Rider, but
as 1 runaway: that 1 wouldn’t be sont to Parchman, but o Oikley
Reformutury. ) .

1 tald them T bad a slip signed by ray mother saying fhat X
wes o lepal Frecdom Rider, and that she had consented to this.

) They saird that didn't make any difference—il they wanted to
clussify ma as o cunnwiy, they's do it They asked me if I had over
beer m the South before.

I ‘old them, “No, T hadn't” |

They said, “Well then, it's none of your, business what goes,
an down heve, iy it?” .

1 znid. "Yos, i i my business, brenuse 1 feel that I'm not free
unless ma brathers are free - - .

Then they affered to telease me in the custody of my lawyer
provding U owould return to Los. Anpeles, .

Wihen 1 told the other Freedem Riders that they wanied to
cenel me 1o Oakley. they told me not to po beeause I'd be the only
ane theee, and it would defeat the purpoese lo go as a runaway and
nel a Freedowr Rider, They told me it would be best to relurn
to Las Angeles,
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T asked if 1 rould wait for o trial, and maybe the judge would
let me stay us a Freedom Rider. They told me the judge was out
of fowp en vacation, and I'd have fo wait in the Jackson City
Jul fer a week or more until he came back. Then he might send
me to Oakley Ruformatory anyway. The lawyer slse advised me
that the hest thing was e return fo Los Angeles.

1 was taken {o the CORE office where T met the CORE rep-
resenlative who drove me te the airport. His car had KKK -
scratehed on the window. I asked him how that happened, He said
that when the people found out he was helping with integration
that happencd to his car. He had to get right back, s0 I stayed in
the plane terminal by myself. ’

1 thought that if wo keep sending more Freedom Riders down
there we cun brenk Jatkson. They're tired of us now. They tald
us this. They wish we would stop coniing, ‘The more we send the
betler, If we keep sending fhem, time after time, they'll have to -
do semething. . o -

The problem conéerns everyone, all over the United States,
ang all over the world. There’s no one who can- say that he's
compivtaly free as long as people are getting arrested just for
sitting in waiting rooms or being in “white places.” o

The reason I went on u-Freedom Ride is beeause I feel I
belong to n generation which won't live with segregatton—and
we're not the ones who are illegal, It's the government in Jackson
that should be arrested. They'te not supposed‘tp give anyone
siz months just for sitting in a walting room. It's fllegal, They
should be put behind the bars, not the Freedom Riders.

- . .
Freedom Rider Louise Inghram:

Robert is absolutely right when he calls attention to his age,
ard soye that he belongs "to & generation which won't Jive with
scgregatisn,” 1 felt another thing about the high school students
which distinpuishes them from - the college students. The high
sehool stedents wore more interested in the world, and how to
chanpe i, than the eollege students who were Gendhian by intent
and outiook. . ‘ '

Another thing, when the movement for desegregaiion in schools
first slarted, the white youth in the North joined the movement,
not just by tens, or hundreds, but by thousands. A young Detrojt
high schosl student I know wrote up the way he felt about the
March to Washington, D.C., in April, 1950—




Youny Marcher:
Aot 30,000 youth, Negro and white bclwcen the ages

el 20, assemibiud i son, D.C., on Saturday,
A )8 (1959) inoa Youlh Mareh for Integrated Schiools.
These Youth Marchers came from the East, Midwest, and
South, ’

People fram each state were chusen at that time to
2utry - petitions to Congress lo integrale public schools.
50,000 people gipned theie petitions, and we estiimate fhat
pelitions with anolther hulf-million signatures still haven't
Eeen turned in.

The 30,000 of us = tarted out for the meoln Memorial
where we heard speeches from Detroit Congressman Diggs,
A. Philip Randoiph, Jueiiie- Robincon, Harry Belafonte, and
Rev, Martin Luther King, Jr. The hand-picked delegation
of Tnur yonng :)unplu. whin wore supposed ta go with Ran-
Jolph o sce the ident, were also o ihe speakers'
plutform-~more ur less fur window dressing,

As one of the guys | was (alking fo said, *This would be |
a much better dfareh if we husted loose a littie bit. Those
old ncuillc up thiere are controlling us {oo tight from on
top.” Many of the kids T talked 1o scemed to feel the
same y

Yven though this was such a top-conteniled demonstra- -
tion, just the fact that about 30,090 high schoot nnd cnllcge
stideats were fed up enough with this prejudiced society'—
‘and had enough fecling for then (Sllow-man {o come ang
participate in something like this—proved to a lot of prople
in this country th.n. the Americar youth are not Just rebels
withoul o cauer’ .

REBFLS WIT!I A CAUSE

Just the contrary, we are rebels with o cnuse--that
sattse heing fu chinpe the society which the greedy people
wha run this eounliy wre leaving to the ap-coming genera-
tinn, .
We ire alb witling to conte back again and agaln and
again to get whal we want, What we wanl is lo get'tor
all inman beings the tighis and freedom they are entitied
lo,
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The youth, of course, are not the only ones in this struggle to
it an end o sepregation and discrimination. I feel that the new
Pags for freedom, in the Negro struggle in the United States, was

Monteoniery, Alabama, with the 1956 By Boycotl, It
4" Alabamian whe wrole a moving: article about her

* ‘The reference is to a column by Ethel Dunbar in News & Letters,
Fub, 24, 1936: . . .

A Christian life is a miserable life to live, Everything
had gets in the ivay te mike you do and say somce horrible
thing when you are trying to live a Christian life,

Teday, muany colored people have laid aside their religion
fev » while to see if the Lord will be as good to them as
He s 1o thesc Scuthern white prople who don't- mind
killing avery colored person they meet; and a “God damn” -
at every word they say; and never a word of prayer to be
fourd in their life..

But since the whitcs see that the Negro people have
To got about all of that, Lord have nicrey on poor me when
I come o die. - :

Today, the presidents of the U.5.A. are trying to take
haek what they said ubout the Negroes in the South having
their rights, . '

. In order 1o get the white South’s vote, they will take
brck what they siid about giving the Negroes their rights,

Even the former president's wife, Mrs. Rooscvelt, has
turned her back on tlee Nugro people since it is time to
vole. But when she and President Roosevelt were in the
White House, they cpoke wel abeut the Negro people
having their civil riphts. But now she is for gradualism.

HERE TO 3TAY . )

But the Negroer in Aluhama are taking advantage of
what they said some time ago about the South giving the
Negro peaple their freedom.

They started in time tg try to get frecdem for.them-
selves und all the Negro people. i '

t-was glad te hear about my people in Alabama trying
10 break up segregation against us, Berause we know that
we nre here to stay.

18




By now the movement has gained such breadth that it em.
braces not only the deep South “in general” but ecach farmly Take
Rob frem Houston, Texas—

STAND-IN IN HOUSTON, TEXAS

Bob:

I'd like 10 say thut I'm not exclusively f{iom Houston, Texas.
I went to school for a while in North Carolina. 1 was told not to
po back ta school the next year there because of the fact that I
went to a Sit-In there. I' went home to Attstin, Texas. I was in a
Stand-In there. My mother didn't like that, so I went to Houston,

I went to . Stand:In at a theatre there, and was promptly
arrested and hawi- ol down to jail. The city jail is a very mee jail
as jails go. They can keep you 24 hours, theoretieally, and then
thoy can transfer vou te lbe county jail. The counly jail fis all
vight. until: you get inte.at, The first time ! was in, they didn’t
have as 24 hours before 1 was out on bond. The second time T was
in. the lawyers came and asked if we wanted bond. They asked-the
afficers, and the efficers said thul we had hot requested bond and
that we didn't want bond,

Wo hadn't said anything of the kind. It was just another
attewpt on their part.lo intimidate us: We dido't-have bond. We
were transferred over to the counly jail. In this particular case,
I was the only while person in the group. There were about 24
of uz. Two of them were juveniles, and they were released
promptly, There were 21 Negroes and myself. Unfortunately, the
jails in Harris County are segregated. We're working on that but
it 1akes time. Not Sit.-Ins, but hunger strikes when we go in.

In the city jail, T was pul in with a 250-puund ex-cop from
Spartanburg, South Caroling, who happened {o be in on embazile-
ment. Thore were throe olher persons, too, I was promptly worked
aver a little bit, T didn’t fight back much, I don't belfove in violence
when there are four people against me. If you don't fight, they
-finally get tired and decide you're nol going to be much fun. But
T started to yell when they tried to stuff me down the tojlet. This
was just not what 1 eonsidered ethical. T yelled and finally got a
cop ol 1 was holding onto the bars, and they were trying to pull
me apart from the bars. The cop immediately accused me of at-
tacking the other four prisoners who are all bigger than 1. This
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Was an asivine stenent on the cop's part, hut then, you can
b eopo Hausten to say something ke this,

Tiey pat e an anotlee el where 1 was lucky to Iind tywo
Peerie ol Spamsh-cpeaking heritape, and two Culiforniuns who
wen YWOL from the army. Since California is a littke more liberal,
abtd bevaaee Taspeak Spomsh, 1 pot along better with the people
BHE humegr the cup did.

vr they transferred us 1o the county jail, They got a paddy
hich, tiworctically, can hold ten people, Then they shoved

Feopt into the poaddy wapen and carried us down there. They
spad up the paddy wagoen from every stop light, and then they
stlamimed on ihe brakes seal tight, slamming overyone together, It's
what they eail “race-mixing.”

“Trey put me in a e private cefl all by myself while they
wore registering evoryens clse. Because 1 was white, 1 was con-
silered the instigator, since, in their opinion, obviously I knew
Setier and these poor colored folks didn't know any better.

Finally they taak me up 1o the fifth floor where they have the
main juil section. What it is, if you've never been in jail in Taxas;
and 1 thisk it's true of most of the county jails, they have a

- aystemn. of having a tank and a group of cells, where they just keep
stufling peeple in until they can't hold anymore. They have doors,
o Lhe dcors are left open all the time,

Nothing weuld have happened if the depuly sheriff who
brought me in, pushing e and slugging-me, hadn't cursed me put .
and generally deseribed what my supposcd crime was. Then he
proceeded to foave me alone with the prisoners. It took them abou
15 minutes to get up guts cnough 1o come over and start beating
on me. §t was in Harris County that T lost one wisdom tooth and
ane maiar, .

One of my fricnds was picked up in a cafeteria with his wife,
They 2aught him a sevond time down at the court house, walking.
They hauled him into the court the second time, and asked him
il Iv; was a Communist. ‘They pulled out his wailet which had
cards in it that would nat nermally make anyone think they be.
tonged to a Communist, Bul in Houston it's bad enough to be a
sceiatist, because if you're a socialist, you're a Communist. If you're
anything, you're & Communist, unless you're a member of the John
Birch Sociots

a0
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Charles Denby:

A prefessor from Alabama State {old me that the day after
the Frec-dom Riders left Montgomery, Alnbama, the Negro werkers
thete started poing into the hus stations—the same bus stations

sowed on TV where they bad beaien frocdom Riders, and
woen all had happened to them, .

¢ says, now they serve every Negro in the bus station, ard
you dnn't have that trouble. They went from there to the train
siation. He said, “Man, 1 wish you could sec it, ‘They don't have
sipns any lopger that say colared waiting vroom and white waiting
rocm.” . . . . .

While a1l of this was going on, and everyone was thinking in
werms of what next, a Negtro porter spoke up, "On the southbound
train from the North, you can sit in any couch you want to. On the
relurn Lrip, youre segregated. 1 could never figure it out. What
the hell s the difference? Anyway, when ynu come out of the
stution (o get on the train, there's. a Negro porter who says to
Négroes, *This car, this car, go this way,” and the whites are shown
the other way.” . . }

This professor says it wasn't until the Negrees in Montgomery
started moving, tha! some of these Negro poriers came to them
and whispered "Do you know whit? They are threatening us. They
tald us if we want to keep our jobs, we must tell Negroes to go
this way, but from néw on. when peaple come to get on ihe trains,
dar’t eare which way we point, go the opposite way." .

The professor said he knew bomie women who were leaving
the next day poing North. He ook them to the train station, When
ke got there, the porter was saying, “This way, this way,” and
e went the epposite way inte the “white coach.”

When he set the - ladies' bags down, a while said to him,
»Aren't you .n the wrong ceach?” )

Te told the ladies not to listen, not to fook up. He =aid he had
.only intended 1o come there o put the women on the train, but
he stayed on the train and rode lo Birmingham, because he was
s happy io sce that this was being done. He had to catch another
train back tn Montgomery. )

. 1 agree with those who say that this new page of freedom
bigan with the 1955 Bus Beycotd, then the Sit-Ins, ond the Free-

dom Rides are the culmination.
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I wouid tike here to reproduce {wo articles from News &
fetlers, one on tiy- Bus Boeyeotl a5 woe saw i in 56, and ene on
the S Ine whick reachied a high paint in March 968, the very
muonth of the revoly in apartheid South Africa against the hated
prisss:

L]

MONTGOMERY NEGROES SHOW THE WAY

MONTGOMERY, Aln, — The Negro citizens of Mont-
Stanery hoave foreed the olficials of Montgomery and of
Alabama, 1o reeognize the powerfu} sticeess of their boy-
volt agamst the eity's sepregated buses,

Decembier § has been reporled as the day (he boyeott
started. Actually, the boyeoti siarted in the middle of
November when inereasing numbers of Negroes them-
selves declded to baycott the humiliating conditlons they
didn't want to put up with any ‘longer, -

. The spirit was already prowing strong in the commu- .
nity, on Decenber 5, when Mirs. Hosa Parks refused to
give her seat to o white man, She did not look to make a
“lest case" by- deliberutely sitting in the white section -
She was sealed in the colored’ section. A vrhite man wasg

-Standing becavse all the “white” seais were filled, The
bus driver ordered her to Bet up, She refused and was
arrested. It could have been anyone clse al the time. This
incident, which arose from the growing haycott, speeded
up ils total spread. ,

There are ahout 100,000 People in Montgomery. Thres
out of every five are Negroes, Practically everyone,
80,000 straug, took an active part in organizing the boy-
coft and helding {he line,

Duy after day, the buses rup empty while Negroes
walic or ride in ear-pools, ’

Al home, at work, in social clubs and churchss and
barber shops, wherever people gel together, they talk
ahout the hoycolt und make their plans and pledge (o

each other to hold fast.
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In cowardly desperation, the vhite supremacy officials
have called this firm stand, by thousands upon thousands
G Nepians, & “conspiracy.” Those officials, many of them
menters of the notorious white Citizens Councils, have sin-
fled vut a number of the aclive participants in the boy-
et They have termed them *“leaders™ and have arrested
and indicted them.

There aren't enough jails in the whole State of Ala-
bama to hold ail-the people whe organized the boycott.
They are the majority of Monilgomery. :
These who were arrested are prominent but they did not

_order the boycott to begin and-——-evun if they wanted to
-— they cannot order 1t to c¢nd.

) Mayor W. A, Gayle bragged that he didn't care “whether
. a Negro ever rides a bus again if 11 means that the social
fabrie of uur community is to be destroyed so that the
Negroes will start riding buses again.”

Ahoui six weeks ago, the home of a prominent Negro
r'ni'nistcr. Rov, M, L, King, Jr.,, was rocked by a dynamite
blast.

Following ‘he kombing, the white Central Alabama
Citizens Ceuncil offered a $500 reward for a solution to
"i{he bombing and said they wanicd to fight against inte-
gration by “legal” means and u-mt they “deplore this type
of demonstration.”

State Scnalor Sam Englehnrdt is prcsu!ent of the Cen-
. tral Alabama Citizens Council.

Mayor Cayle of Montgomery also posted a $500 reward
for a solution to the bombing. Mayor Gayle and his two
feliow Commissioners on the City Commission announced
that they would not tolerate such “sirange and foreign
aets" as the bombing,

They slso ennounced that they had all joined the white
Moniomery Citizens Couneit.

A week-and-a-half later, a bomb was exploded in front
of the home of E. D. Nixen, a pullman porler active in

the boyeott,
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wo onc has been arrested for the hbombings.

ANTI-LABOR LAW USED AGAINST NEGROES

Rov, Wing and Mr. Nixon are among those who have
just been arrested for “conspiring” to boycott.

The Alabama law under which 80 Montgomery Negrocs
have been indicted, in a desperate effort {o break the boy-
cuit, was passed in 1921 to break the miners’ strike in -
Birmingham,

In addition to this ami-labor law, Birmingham mine
operators tried to lure Wegroes from-the farms 1o work
as sealbs. Negroes who went and came back to the farms
said, “Suve, you ean po up and the white man will give
yau a job, but this is onc time when you don't be on twe
sides. You pot to declare where vou siand and you better
Bbe with the strikers” ;

Scab laws hike this were being passed alt over the coun-
try at that time is 2 furious attack against the American

wotrkers,
This is the law being used against Negroes in 1856,

in conirast, thers is the forceful voire of Lhe Alabama
Nepgroes who have taken the matter of their freedom into
their own hands, The spontancity of the walkout and the
arganization of theit forces to keep up the boyeott is a
simultaneous action. Clearly the greatest thing of all in
this Montgomery spontancous organization is its own
working existence, 1t should serwe as a living lesson to the
many who see strikes and :glruggk-'s but fail lo sce a new
seciety emorging out of these struggles. N

(Excerpts from News & Letters, Feb, 28, 1956)

. * -

SOUTH AFRICA, SOUTH U.SA.

With the vicious use of tear gus and fire hoses to dis-
perse Negro student demonstrators in Baton Rouge, La,,
Marshall, Texas, Ovangeburg, S.C., Ssvannah, Ga., and
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seg, Flz., the white supremaciste of South T.S.A.
»ye shawn their kinship te the savage fotalitacian rulers
in aparlbeid South Africa .

DNespite this use of force, added 1o mass arrests and the
Liiassing imposition of insulting local “laws,” the young
frendom fighters of the South refuse 1o be intimidated, Far
Trom abating, the sitdown movement and mass demonstras
tions for basic human righis grow daily in scope and
volume, . :

Young Freedom Fighlers

Sinee Fob. 1, when four Negro studeonts from the Agri-
cuitural and ‘t-chnical College in Greensboro, N.C., staged
the first sitdown at the segregated lunch counter of S, H.
Kriss & Co. theusands of courageous young.Negyoes have
spemtancousty demenstiited in more than 80 cities in Vir-
piaia, North Ciroling, Guergia, Alabama, Florida, Tenness
see. Lowsiana, and Texas. Even in lynch-ruled Mississippi,
ke movenuent hae had startling effects. While they have
ne! yed sat Jown at lunehecunters. they have initiated a
sueccesful boyeott of stores with segregated lunch-vounters.,

Sinere e dictatorstup of the deep South was breached
by the dentanstration of 3000 Negro students in the capi-
“ta! ¢ty of Batnn Rouge, La. on Mareh 31, the Mississippl
ravists duily fear the march of the freedom fighters in
that state ns well Their lvnchers who po scot free at
il times are net made of the fibre of the 400 Negroes in
Seuth Cavelina who were marched into a compeound for

- oheeaet, of peace” charges although it was the police whoe
turned the fire hoses on them while the courageous dem-
onstrators waited, though soaked, in the 40-degree cold
Tor their {rinlsl . B

Nol only have the young freedom fighters stond firm

in the fare of police threats, they have also taken the
measure of the Unele Toms who head the Negro colleges
and have expelled student demonstrators at the behest
of the white officlals,

At Seuthern University. for example, in Baton Rouge,
La. over 4000 of the 540U students enralled in that all-
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~Negro college, signed withdrawal stips on April 4, in protest
against president Fepton Clark's expulsion of 18 demen-
strators. With conhdence and seil-disviphinne ihey ard 7isist
ing every cffort to intimidate or to bribe them.

The example of the Southern protest movement has
elecirified Negro and white youth threughout the country,
including some in the South itself. Sympathy demonstra-
ticns by high school and college students are daily reported
ca {rom every makor campus and in every mejor city from
New Ergland to Oregon, from New York and Washington,
D.C.. to California. By their self-activity. the students in
South U.S.A. have lighted the only path to freedom-—mass
activity. ' :

lExcerp'ts from News & Letters, -‘April, 1960

THE FREEDOM FIGNTERS OF SOUTH U.S.A.

(Excerpts from an artiele written for Peace News, London)

The areatest achicvement of the present Frecdom Fighters in

South U.S.A. iy its own working existencs, The vlementil outburst

of Southern Nearn college students took the {orm of sitting down.

at segregated lunch counturs, asking te he served, and continuing
w0 sit down aflter service was refused. '

The spontancous movement spread from Greensboro, Norlh
Carolina. where it began on February 1. till it now covers the entire
Soath, including bississippi. In thal nolorious lynch state, how-
aver, the form of the movement is not that of the sit-down, but the
mare passive boyeolt, '

At the same time there has been'a deepening of the struggle,
u development into mass demonsirations, the first ever seen In
the Deep South since Reconstruction Days in the mid 19th cen-
turv. Out of the 1,000 who marched in Columbia 5.C., 400 young
men and women were made to sland in = compound to await
teinl on “breach of peace” charges although they were the ohes’
whe had been soaked by the fire hoses and in a 40 degree cold.

swye will Hil the jails if necessary® remains the guiding prin-
ciple of the movenent which now embraces the whole of the
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Southern Nesro population with its slogan of “No Easter finery
this year.” Apain for the first time since Reconstruction days, some
whites in the South have participated both in the sit-ins and the
boycott

Having galm-d 2 momentum of its own, the movement is now

- inn= ruat tn Yead " The expulsion of

stadents by the L»nc[o Tom heuds of the Negro colleges has created
vet anvther problem. :

Thr spountanceity, breadth and cuuragge of the Southern students
inspired pickeiing in the North of the Woolworth's, Kress's and

‘Grant stores. For lhe moment it comprises all radical politieal

iendenrics, including revolntionaries as well as pacifists, Trotsky-
ists, Socalists, Anavchists and Marxist Humanists. No doubt there
are alsa same Commnists, although they nowhere declared theme-
selves openly., Unfortunateiy, red-baiting has also raised its ugly
head. Under the wurse of protecting “the sanctity, Christianity
atd peacefn! nature” of the Southern moversent, and disnssociating
it frofe CConununism.” singled out for wsttack has been the April,

1960, issue of The Young Socialist, which is the Trotskyist youth
papr, ,

t s true that the issue had a particularly stupid attack on
pacifists. It said: “In rezlity the pacifists are interested in some-
thing quite apmt irom the Negro steuggle . . . They are not in-
terested in whether the struggle is successful, but rather as to
whether it is concucted in such a'way os to ndvanee their particular
creed.” This is the other side of the very argument used against
revolulinnarics—that their “theory” makes il impossible for them
to be "reaily™ for a specific struggle. . . .

Attempls at reconstruction of soclety always meet with the
violence. of the powers that Le, There is no argy of violence in
South U.S.A. such as characterizes South Africd, but there are

" tear gas and fire hoses by the Siate governments as well as the

violenes of the KKK,

it isn't the oppressed and persecuted who commit 1hc violence;
the guns are always in the hands of the oppressors and persecutors.
Whther yvou are looking at South Aftica or South USA., whether
you are lonking at the present day or inte history, the story is the
same. Practice of non-violence does not stop terror by the en-
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A vualerssan war seen when Gundhi's satyargraba ea
produced the Jalbanewals Bagh massacre by the Brit
. moane Puman. 111 oot that passive resistance has nat
Lery cftertive, but it has s limitations.

. N .

T returr to South U5 AL time: the present. Let us not {all into
trap oof the bourpeaiste who have degraded the word, revolu-
to where it means nothing but violence and conspiracy. Nor
fuil awareness of how segrepation came to be,
the cojlusion between the militarily victorious
Novthern capioabists and the militarily vanquished Southern plan-
tution owners to reb the freedmen (Negroes) of the “30 acres and
Ginkic” and transfornn them instead into sharceroppers dependent
on e eld plantatien bosses. At the same time “the gentlemen's
,ahrecment” siw to it that, exeepl for the very lowest jobs, indus-
trinl jobs were reserved for white labor. Scgregation was the
evitable concomitint of the new forms of cconomic ensluvement,
Wien Marx eriticized Linenln for carrying cn the Civil War by *
“eonstituttonal” cather than “revelutionary™ means, he was refer-
Drugn net fo any ek oof vieleace, bun to lack of principles. The
pacifist Abelitionisi leader ‘Wendell Philllps was no less a revolu-
tiunary than Marx, it was he who predicied that unless the Nogro
was Lhe basis of the reconstruction of the South, there would be
.no deatruction of the barbarie. Southern rule. We arce reaping today
the vesnlts of a0 Civa) War that was bloodly enough, but the blood
shed and the peare won was for continued class rule, . . . Under
the circumstanees 1o inpeet o discussion of "violenee and none
cviclenee”™ ean only bliind us to the needed reconstruction of society
an tatafly new, traly humnn begionings, R
Whal the Freedom Fighters of South U.R.A. show Is' that
vevelution s only evolulion in the fullness of time and in
the elementat farm calied forth Dy the needs of the moment.
The form apy furlher development of this movement will take
o one can Toretell, or dictate, What we can do is not to create
new points of confusion in {he thinking of the ynung frecdom
fighters as their doing leads them to grapple with the faundation
of i new seeicty whose point of departure and point of return -
atike would center around (he relation of man fo man—the
relagion of man (o muar sans exploitation and discrimination.
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4 ‘What Next? A New Beginning,

Not An End

Freedom Rider Louise Inghram:

If I may, ! would like here to bring the story up to date and
cee where we go from here. At the trial there were no spectators
allowed in the courtroom cxcept the defendants, who took up all
the seats “anyway, the press, and the lawyers. We integrated the
courtroom for the first time. Mississippi even integrated the rest-
rooms Inr that day. The sign, which was temporary and no doubt
came down the next day, said simply, *Women Defendants,”

It was o very routine arraignment. The first group thal was
aver arrested in Jackson was chosen to go on trinl first, After that,
everybody went in alphabetical order. The trials were to begin
September 22nd and to go until January 18, 1962, They now extend
to April, 1962, They are taking only ‘two cases o day, in some
instances only two a week, One trial is at 9:00 in the morning, and
one &t 1:00 in the aiternoon. . .

Also, they have now raised the bail from $500 to $1,500. At
that price, bail for 322 Freedom Riders would absolutely break
CORE Enasncially, which, ¢f course is exzctly whatl the Mississippl
authorities want to do. On the basis of some of us pleading nolo
contendere, 8 fow others being sent back 10 jail. and the rest sweat-
ing it out until the cases reach the Supreme Court of the United
States, it will take at leart a year to win a decision that will be
so narrowly ligal that it will very nearly be an empty victory.

In faci, however, we have already succceded in both the
narrow legal sense and, what is a great deal more important, the
continuing mass movement nationally and internationaliy, Here
“is one of the most unforgettable things I heard James Farmer
say in a spuech about the Freedom Riders: Before this year, the
only American words almost every African knew were, “Litlle
Rock.” After this year, reports have come back that most of themn
know four more: “Sit-In,” and “Freedom Ride* -~

"No one is being fooled by the supposedly courageous stand of
Attorney General Robert Kennedy in his demand for a new ICC
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ruling which makes it mandatery for interstate ~whicles to display
the sign that interstote travel is not segregated. We remember his
resuest that we “Cool off"; and nate that the injunction did not
come througn untal atter the last Rider—who €id noi plun (v swve
out his six-month sentence—was already out on bail. Everyore
Lnows that il was the Frecdom Ride Movement which compelled
the ruling, and that the Frecdom Riders were out for a great deal
:rore than the inecliective federal decision by which the govern-
ment hopes to whitewash itself,

Qut of a total of only 322 Freedom Riders, no less than 41
were from Jackson, Mississippi, itself—ihe Iargest number of
Riders {o come from ary one city. They are mostly young people
why, when the Ride is over, must remain in that very city
where the authoritics who jaiied them rule the roost. This is
what makes e feel that with or without the ICC ruling, if is
not the end of the Frcedem Rldes. :

The reason the Freedom Rides fired the national imagination
is tao-foid. The Arst is that it is one more form of o struggle that
has been continuous for many centuries, The second is ‘that the
strugple kas now reached an entirely new stage, This new stage
bepan with the self-activity of the Montgomery Negroes in the
Bus-Boycott of 1956; it then decpened from the regional to the
nalional in scope when the Sit-Ins of the young college students
in thé South were supporied by white and Negro pickels in the
North: it reached its highest form so far with the Freedom Rides, ©
when white and Negro re-entered the Deep Snuth itself. No one
will be able to bring back the ald South- again, and no one in the
North can remain a mere by-stander, .

I fecl that beeause, the Negro question has nlwnyr been the
tnost critical one in the United States, Civil Rights is the name of
Freedom in this country for both black and white, and for both
student and worker. Since the mid "50's there ‘has been ne other
movement which has expressed such creativily and determination
to be free mow. This is why 1 think that whether the Freedom
Rides continue, or whether the struggle to ¢nd segregation and
discrimination once and {or all takes n different form, the fight for
frecdom will not stop unti! we have torn up the old, from root
te branch, and established truly new human relations based.on
new bepginnings. T think that the Frecdom Rides, and whatever may
come aiter them. are a form of just such new beginnings!
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