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A AUTHOR'S SPECIAL INTRODUCTION T0 THE JAPANESE EDITICH OF
MABXTISM AND ¥REEDOM3

The plunge into freedom by ths postwar youth of Japan prosents
a challengo to anyone who would write for guch anm auvdisnce. Thig author frankly
admites that the grest pleasurs at this opportunity is not unmixed with treplds.
tion, In a cowniry whers the link of contimuity ies co all-nnveloping that even
digcontinuity appsars to be only a form of contimeity {an witnese *he initintion
of Jdapan’s indusiriaiizabion and “modernization” in tile last querier of the 15ih
contury via the Weji Hestoration), the present generation has made its bresk with
the past gso total that it has, literally, leaped over centurice, :

Under the impact of the postwar labor struggles, the first genu-
ine mags movemont of students in Japanese history was no soomer (150U8) Born than
i1t fowpd itself challenging both capitalims and comrunism, By the end of the
first decade of ite cxiptence, the mass protests led by the Zongakurer had in~
spired the growth of a New Left of maxy wried tendenclss. In contrast to the
Furopean New Left which, despite its revuleion against Russia's crushing of the -
‘Hungarien Revolution of 1956, had by how either found its way back to the.Com-
munlgt fold, or Joinad the pole of "Westera" capitalism, Japanfa New Left ia
pursuing ite political Aifferences to their philosecphic foundationg. Therein
lies ito strength, and thersby it has 11t a beadon that extends. far beyond its
notional frontiers, It has emboldened this writer to twrn to thig audiencs with
o gpecial edition of MARIISM AND FREEDOM which, from itp nublication in 1958,
bad sa 1Us slm the re-ostadlighing of Marzian philosophy in its originel form,
deplgeated by Marx himself as "a thoroughgoing Naturaliem or Humanim,® .

§ ¥rom'the beginning of my break with Leon Troteky over "the
Hussian Quostion" ~-= during the Hitler—Stalin Pact' which gave the green light
to the start of the Second World War -~ I became interested in the economida de~ i
velomment of Japan, The reader will find brief references.to this in Chapter XIII
("Rugslan Stata Cepitaliem va, Yorkers! Revol'b"),uhore I ghow that neither the
rate of sconomic growth nor "plenning?, in and of themselves, are synonymous with
the exlstence of a workers' state, 'On the whcle, however, MARXISM AND FREEDOM w—
a atudy of our machine age from its birth in the iadustrisl, politicel and in-
tollectual reyolutions in the late 1Bth and early 19th centuries, to the freedom
struggles of our age of Automation and the H-bomb ~- doals mainly with the .
Thited Stetes, Bureps, and Fuasla, It was natural, therefom,that the Japansss
Marxist-Humanists wuld ek that my ‘subaequent and separate amalyels of Mao ’
Teo-tuvng te published ms a new appendix for tho Japanese edition. I was glad
to agree to this not only becauss, in my return to Japen (mfortunately, only
in thought), I felt at one with a tendency An the New Left shich seseks oncs sgain
to malts Marx!s overvhelming concarn with living human beinge the center of to-
day'o Marxism, and thus to overcoms Maolsm which oblitaratea "the gubJject,”

At the end of the 1950%s Mao's revolutionary abstractions sowld

no longer cover up the reality of owonted, militarived, dspsrsonnliged lebor in
the mo—called commmes, 3y 1963 the fig-leaf of Harxdiet termlnology oan no
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longer cover up the power politics in the Zingwloviet conflick, Therety the
non=-viadility of statlescapitalisn ns any "maw® soclal ordar bas deen sxpomsd,
fNao' s Thought® egn wet as & polarising foroe only ta ome o begs to be intel-
lectually raped, Theredty the revolutionary tty-ﬁourgboh indeiiactual expouss
that he btearps ths mavk of owr ntnta-upualht af:' that, in ani oud of powr.
he would rather lean on soms Siats power and 8t tran wdjact hinedl s to
the creativity of tho proletariat and the enmpulsion to & wity of thought and
practics which alons oan relases a nev hunan 4imsnsion.

It 4s hero that the tendencies withic ¢1s Rpenese Mow Loft have
troksn new ground, Tor, in uroving into the plillosprhia fouwndations of
soeinlian, they questioned, how sould the Bugsie of the 197 Rewlubione have
venturel into the Pactfic wer batwsen 8hs u&omz g deaticiion of Mimochims and

Bapooaki, .

) Higtory will movep absclve Amarican impsriclism for this wanton,
Aniuman, muclesr holoceust, - Feitdar vilY it forget ths dsgensracay of inteyns~
tionnl communigm as the. bomb:; fe1l on Hireshime and Hegssekl, Auguny 6th and
Avgust Sth, 1945, Listen to what dares csll iteelf L!Humanite on Avgust 8, the
day 'botwon ‘the atonic e:ploalonu ' ‘

¥The atomlc bomd dropped on Hiroehima scems to have couss considerablo de~
struction, Ameriean reports suggest nothing less than the Gimapmanradce from the
faom of the earth of a town of 300,000 inhaditants, The effect of the discovery
1s cohsideredle, Nevertheless, the Vatiean'has been pleased to digapureve of 1t}
lay we be permitted to exprese our surpriss, becausa when the Hasip had the
privilegs of woging total war with a total eruolty tho Eoly Ses was not oqmlly
indignant,* . .

The Italisn Gommmundst pever, LiUnite on Avgust‘ 10, 1945

®The nowa that an atomie borb wag dropped by the Ameriean Alr Forcs hae
made gu enormous impreselon throughout the whole world and has baexn received on
all giles with o sanee of vanic and worde of cordlemmution, 7This shows, it posms
to usy & curdous peychological perversion and a doctrinaire obedience to a form
of abstract bumanitarianlen ... Yo do not share the eense of terror shich hes

been oxpreseed in certain press commenty becsnge we bear in mind the concrets
Use which was mede of the fearful engine of d.estrnction. , .

Avd Pinnliy Vorkse of Brent B:'staa.n cn augw 14, the
dey bofore Japan currendsred unco t!.onsll:n

There was no officlsl hint of the longth of delay that tho Javanase are to
be allowed bafore the full farce of Allled power = 1.ncJui!.n5 the stom bottd =
is loooed agninast then in a WMow intanded to be ﬁ.nnl.

in oroviding se ampty a ehelter for mind, as the fall-out ghelter
is for the body, Compunist state-capitaliom is giving full proof of the g
Marx hod long age predicted for the dscomposition of the copitalistis syetem,
Thig hes never been trusr than sincg World War 1IX ended with dub twp victours o
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the United States ani Rusela — ench more degomerats than the other, outdoing’
éach other in mouthing phrases of peace while rreparing the maclear holocanat,
sach etriving for world donmination,

) The polycentrism within monolithiem haa' changed nothing funria
mentally, and, to balance Xhrushchev's troubls with Man. there 4 Eonnodyls with
Deloxdle, Nor s thsre amy need to tell the only nation that hag gons thmough
an atoniec purgatory that Mao is wrong when he Tofars to the Mnited States az &
"peper tiger.® Nor 1o Ruseia one, :

The fact that tHe proletarist is wapnod has never stood in its
way es 1t opened new gtoges of frecdon in Iumani tyla development. Surely the-
Buclear titane have the power to dostroy civilizatian as we have known 4t, But
the melear age ia slso the epoch for the strugsle of men's minds, Mo stay the
mclesr hand by winning the minds of men -~ this ie the road to humsn survivel
and to fresdom, | , ' L .

"To rice to the ciallenge of the times requires altogether now
banners. Harx ams the firgt to ese this in all ite breadth and dopth —— ag both
& birth-tine of history amd the realization of philosoplyr, Because he had put
the human belng in the center of ail hig thoughts, he could unite theary ard
practice, idealiem and materielism, amd, unarmed, throw the gauntlet down to the
armed bourgeolele, ‘hen nsked why hs, s bourgeois intellectmal had troken with
hie class and tecoms a *radical®, he roplied that "to be & readieal mesns to
gragp gomething at 1ts root, And the highest being for man ig men himgels," - -

It gtill 1a.

The urgency that our epoch of necessity imparts to the Humanism
of Harxiom hag brought Marx's struggles with vulgar mterialism and vulgar
comminlem as well as with private capitalism and reactionary 1dealism out of
history and of theory and into the guintesaential practices of the day,

Lenin did not know the Humaniat Eeszys of Marx — they bad re-
mained in the vaulte of the Second International umtil after the Rugsian Rewlu~—
tiot pried them opon -- Mt he folt the corpulsion to return to the philogophic
foundations of Marxiem in Hegel. The ehock of betrayal made 1t menifastly im-
possible any longer to coneider matters on a'political plane aloae, Him break,
indeed, was not only with those who botrayed, but with his own philossphi te
His Fhilogovhic Notebooks laid nmsw foundations for future rewvolutions, ard par—
meated everything he was to write from then wmtil hig day of death, that 1a to
say, from Imperialiem and State and Revplutien to his last speseh o the Ruaglan
Communist Party's 9th Congress and his Will, Unfortunately, this remained a
dead lettér to the Marxists of the nost-Lenin pericd, Not only was this trua of
those who, 1ike Stalin, symbolized the tranaformation of the young workera'! state
into its opposite, but to those whs, like Trotkay, lost hig 1ife fighting the

Stalinigt bureaueracy,
8o total has been the void in the Marxist movement aince the dsath

of Lenin that one would think that Yenints &dmonitions againet the Ysdmindgtra-
tlve mentality" of Trotsky, as woll as Nikolad Bukharin®s faflure to ffully
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imderetand the dialectic! were the words of an acsdemician in an ivoxy towar
ingtead of the words  of a great revolutionigh on his deathbed, warning about
the dowhiall Of the firat workors' state ite Yreturn be ¥d Yo cepitalisn®
unless ons begen mot omly with the removal of the *rude spnd dicloynl® Stalln
but also with naw 'ohilosoggc perspectives: the shock of recognition ot the
Marxizn diolectic in Hezel's Grience of Loglc which made Tenin note:"Practice

in the theory of cognition. Alime: Hanfe cognition not only reflects the objeo-
tivo world, but createa.it." ‘

Thig 4 the task thet confronts our agey how can the movement from
thearv meat ths challenge of the movement from wragtice which strives to recon-
struct sbolety on tobmlly new, truly hummi bLeglnnings. The challanze %o net to
mchines, but to men, The compudelon for & mity of theory snd practlice arises
both from the impulses toward & new soclety and a total philsophy. 1% has now
envsloped the whole globe, In Burope ve have yltnossad new tragic dscalen —
from the 1937 Spanich Rovolution which sought to combire politica with sconomlca
by at once takisg over the factories, through the 1956 Fungarian Rewvolution,
vhare Worksra' Couvncils, Councils of Intellectuals, Cowmells of Revolutionary
Youth, all sought to unite politice, economics aud philosophy mder a new banner
of Fumsniam which “the Commimist totaliterisans dared call "Revisioniem,” . Thia

. gearch for & tota)l philosophy has disclosed a new, e third world in the post-war
ravodutions in Asia, the Hiddle East, Afries, and Latin Amgriea, It im this nsv,
third Afro-dsiar~Letin American world, which is at tha root both of the struggle -
for world domination batween Russis and the United States as well as within the
Stpo-goviet orbit and within Western colonfaliam 2nd nso~colonialism, And it is
thie world which opsns the greatest challange to the intellectuals as well as
the proletariat of the most industrialized land of this third world — Japan. F_A.

" countyy which could, from the ruine of Hiroshime and Vogasaltl, have such an as~ ~
tonishing industrial develoopment that its rate of growth now challengos both
Rugsin and the United States, and at the’ same time, give birth to a generation
that han totally broken with its past, is a country that ia sure to produce the
future theoreticians of gemuine Marxigm —- Harxlst~Humanists. ! Tor what canaot
be separated from thig braak was that it was not only a hreak with Japan's capi-
taligtic and militaristic past, tmt a refusal to gubmit to any established
authority, vhether that be the American imperialist occupying power, or estab-
1ished Merxiem, that is to say, the existing etate~capitalist socletiss pausing
themeelves off as "socinlist." Hence the splits in the Zengaluren, ' The great
demonstrations in 1960 proved all this beyond the peradventure of a.doubt, 4
theoretical development to match the oractical activities of youth and labor
and women, all striving for a new society, is on the order of the day. Sursly
the emsrgent theoratical development will accept no substitute for Humeniem.

A country that has experienced atomic emergy as the A-bomb will not submit bo
"pedentism®, pevolutions do mot arige in the fulluess of tima for tha purpocs
of establighing o party machiney partinogt (party—monolithlm) ip thers to
throttle the rewvolution, not o releaso the creativity ae well as the ensrgies
of the millions, |Marxism is either s theory of liberatlon or it ie mothini, In
thought and in 1ife, it lays the basis for achieving a new hump dimension, with~
out which no new soclety has viability, Tis author fesls confident that the
Jopanese people —— workers end revoluticnary intellsstunls — have an important

role to play in the creative drama of human liberation.

—-Auguot 6, 1963 RAYA DUNAYEVSEAYA
Detroit, lich,, USA
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