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Ill IL ~to:mo Am\RICAXll 
1. l.l bne centro i diri,~Eenti 1ind.:~uli. 

XVl l.'automnzionc c il uno\'() umancsimo 
1. Divcui :tmggbmcnti nei r!J;u.:~rdi ddl'.:~utom.:~· 
:EinOI.', • l. I l.:~vor.lt()(i c:labOl".liOU 1 propri ~mien, • I· 
\'rno un.:~ nuov.t unirl di twri;a e pratiu neii.J tutfr· 
:done llliitllilt:a e .:~bnliziunilu. 
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Author's Special ·Introduction I 
to the New Italian Edition 

nmlTOn'S NOTE: We til'<' naturally \'t'fYJ'routl to announrc 
the lll'W Hnllnn cditlnn o( l\llrxl•na •nd frf!~ om, Uuu•c\'cr, the 
JlllhltMhcr, l.n Suo\'u ltutlil In norcmce, rclt that n. prducc b~· 
Gnct<~no AtCt•, cu-edltor of Umnc·, l\lnnda Optor•lo IWotkl'tll 
Wut!dl, \\'(Ill prclt•rablt' I!Oec eX\:,tllb, p, 81, \YI! (t•C) the l!pccial 
lnti"Oihwtlon that hud IJccn wrlllcn h)-' the author, Raya Duna­
)'['\'llkiiYI•, ill or tht- J!r«'llh•Kt lmJun1t•11CI', 1 um therclorc givinG 
over my column ~puce to Jlrilll ll In full .-ChariCIJ DenbyJ 

• 
Jtallun hl,;lon· Is fillt'd with hl~>t.:allrrs 111 which It anUdntllrd I 

thl' future dt·n•lopmcnl' or hunumit)'. Wht•n cthrr nollnn!l 1n•rc 
hllll in the dark rl'S:iflll!l of lh<.' Mlddll' A~cc.•s, Italian dtlu; hnd 
nlrt•udy opened lhc t•pcJch or the Rt'nn!.•~:mrt•. Prf'dl'tlrk 1-:m:c•ls, 
the Hfclonu collaborator uf K~~rl ~lllrx, round tlm1· In hi~ addn·:~s 
to the 1\D.llllll Soclullst f>nrty to rd1•r to Unlit(' :111 "th1• £Jrst 
unh•t•r!inl mun ur ou1· modc·t·n t'l'll." :\tm·x hlm!iclr ~>lm::ll'd out Uw 
}'lon•ntinc, 11uonurottl, ns the one who t•xtt•ndt•d the ldt•ns of 
thp 1-'rt'IH'h Rt•\'UiuUon. 

''The rcvcluUunary mow:-mrnt which brg:m In 178!11n C:t'tdr · 
Social, whkh, In lhl' middle of Its courst•, !md 111; Jlb dllt•f rcpn•· 
lit'nluth·l'~ Lrot'!lr'I'C und Ruux, and whkh wu., h'lllJnlrnrlly ddt•nh•d 
with UubcuJ's Conll(llntt)' •or tlw J:IJUnls• brou,;ht folMh the 
communist ldt•n which 8aheul"., (rlt•nd. nnonarottl, reintroduced 
into t'rnnt~•~ aftt'f thr Rl'\'nlullon of U1:10." 

_ttf:\'OI,T-t\ND F.\SCIS~I 
At the br~;inn!n~ ol the 20th erntury Jtnl~·. tle!:pltll Its bll·­

nt•s•; in achlc\'illJ; nnUonul unit)', l1•:•flt'd l·nrward tu 11 rnnss 
SIJ('iull,;t. Jno\'l'mcnl which nuhllippcd ull other I"(IUntrlcll, with 
tht• soh· NU'C(Itlon o£ C:ertnlln)'. This Is the more hnprM~h·c whl'll 
on£' t't'lru;lrlcr!> thnl Germany \\1.1.>< INhnoln;Ut':.llly lht' most ad· 
\'f!nt•"rl ••nnhti:.· wlulr thl' I!Jdilln economy was the mn~t rt't.iti'dl'd 
In \\'t'~t••rn Eui'OJII'. fl.o:llntl Socinli~m wa~ turtlll'r di!ltiuiuh.l•t'U 1•, 
tht' fact th:.t ll!o mt'mhl-rl'i wcrr not nnl:,. factory worllers and 
iiii(.'IJI!l'lllal~. but pc,, .. .:ml'l .and Ol!lricullul·nl workcn;. 1-'IJC mill 
brief nlomcnt In world hl&hll')', In 10::0. thl' who}(' center of the 
l':uropc.;,n l't!\'olutl~us ~hlftc-d to ~lilnn and 'fur~n. 

But, In ihl d~:1th agony, tt:lllan capitalism won a .respite Loy 
cxudln!l ftl3d~m. World Wur II. howc\'e". guvr. the lle: (o th~· 
malicluu;; sl:~ndcl.' th;.l lht' llallnn p_cople: had Lecn bralnwalihcrl 
by f.sWillm. The truth is tlic CX!lct opposite. 1'hc vcry_gen~ratlon 
th.:.t wns rl'ared tmdcr fotscbtn comprised the lmckbon("_ o[ .. tht- ' 
Purtlsr.ns. Nor dirt the IU!.IIa·n people allow thf' monarchy to 
eov"r It~ t-omJlllcitY with rascl~rn ~Imply by chnngln~ sides Ju · 
the midst. or war, Arter :!0 ycnri or rasclst rule the Ito\llun · 
workers went straightaway to tnkc dcsliny Into their; own handK. 
In Milan und 'rurln the workers occupied lh" r.lctorlcs. sa\'cd 
them IC'<Im Nazi \'.allllallllm, and. reinforced·. by the Partlt~an 
brlgadl•S, tried to n.-orcn'n!ze society On entlrt'l)• new founda­
tions. But the Communist Parh• policy. which !ollowcd the' 
Ka'Cmlin line ~;~rdercd the eommlticcs to band O\'()r their power 
to-;1 "l'opul:1r Front Go\'()rnmcnl." 
JTALIAS'S KNOW COlli\IUNIST BHTUAY.-\1. 

If the itallnn workers mlstak~ Communist totaUtnrlanlsm 
fo,. 1\\:rrxist liberation, It Is because the Communist Part)' Is not 
In power In 'lt:rly nod therefore the. Jtnllnns dn not know thi1 
p.u1y us the workcri> in Russia -t~nd the Slllt-lilte!o kno\V ,It-· 
as their exploiter and oppi'Cf.sor. But the Italian }~pic arc nol 
v.'1thout experiences or their _ owu, including .the sight or the 
Communists \'Oting with De ·Gaspari to Incorporate in ll1c 
republican constlt•Jtlon the Lateran pnct made by 1\luStoOUnl 'ViU1 
the VaUcon. The full)' counter-1-e\'olutionary rate o! Russian 
Communism wns first elcnrly sct'n In Western Eurupo ,when.lt • 
bnitnlly supprc.·s&ed U1e Hungari11n R()vulul.lon and Its Workers'\ 

· Counclls. 'I'housands upon thous."lnds or members or the -ualian 
Communist Party tore up their mClmbcrshlp co1'ds. 

No one Is allkcd to put IJI!ndcr!'l on and ran to recognize 
that the Italian Communl'\t PartY, with a little lc11s than two 
million members, is 11ttll the largf'st In Westcm Eul'tlpc, Nclthe:r 
should one !orgt>t the !net that U1e soclnl cOmpoaiUon or-the 
Il!tllM CP has undergone a change, and that Inevitably the 
dl'Clptost la).'ers or the Jl.allan workers will come Into conflict 
with the Commmtlst burcaucra\A, toPped- by To~JIIattl and his 
cohorts. The pohu·izlng furces which would attract· tho Italian 
_workers away Crnm the Communist stranglehold Cl:ln be nothing 
short oC a tot.ul phUos:o11hy In the !ull tradition ur -;\lat-xlst 
Uumantsm. · • 
YO.VTJI, WORKERS POSE PIIICOSOPIIJC QtiESTiqNS 

'fhc totallt)' or the world crisis compcl11 the re-cxnmfnat.!on 
which guide man's pro1ctlcc. Two or the ways in which U1e 
matutill-' o! our np:e help~ this re-cvaluatlnn nrc the !ollowln.R: 
1) tht' youth 're searching htteno~cly Cor a rond out of a Wllrld I 
they did noL make; and 21 Ute working class is beginning to po~oc 
questions o[ ·ttreat phlhnophle important'tl. In thts respect the 
Amcrlc:an workers. confronted with Automation tn a way that 
Europe Is not yet raced, hn.\'c an Jmporiant cuntrJbuUon to make, 
Automatlou, Lhc ultimate In machine p:oducUon whtr.h hss\ 
. dominated man has b).' -now created- mau unemployment as a 
permanf'nt feature. Thereby It has raised thr. relationship ot 
the employed to the unempiO).'cd to alienated labor •. SpeclrtC~liy, 
the ·American work en: aro Jlrappllnlf · with . the loUowlnn qucs- i 
UoiUI: What klad of labor Jbould mftr. pe:rronn?- Wh7 should 
IICicncc be ell owed to do ~11 our thinking !or-us when lt e~~o·nnot I 
put a man lo work, nlthouah It t"CCR send him up to the moon? 
Caa'l the dl\'l&lon between mental and manual labor be 
abollahcd? · 

The Jntcllcctuals cannot rorcv"r rematn ln!lcn•IU\·e· to 
these lmpult~es tram below wblch g;o to make up a \'CtltabJe 
moyealenl h'om pradlee lo lheofJ, · 
MARXISlU SHEDS LIGIIT ON' CRISIS 
. We Uvo In "a blrth·Ume or hlstury end a tH•rlod or transi~Ion" 
auth aw chal'lletr.rlzf'd tlle a.a:e In which MArx 11\'cd. Only oura Is 
of truly world·wldo SCOJte wh~tc not only ·\'.'estern Clvlllutlon 1· 
but thAt or the Orient and tho pt"ople or Afrlt'a_are blal:lnn rurlh 
a new trail to n-ecdom. Our· I!PQCh hDa. bl!'l!n com.-ctly de31gnntcd 
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Ali the nge o( the iiltUIUtlc Cor the minds ur nll'n, lntcllct:lunl'l n•·:> 
there upon calh.•d to perform ll•~k" C:ar tl'rno\'cd rrom nnY 1\·••rY 
tower. Mnrxlsl.s tmd nun·Mund'il!i ullke ha\'t' n•uch to h.'llm from 
Marx who, when :~11krd wh)' he had brokcn with bonr~:l'OIII lll•t'icl, , 
replied thnt to bt•comc a rudlt'nl meant to gro:1p n thin" nt II!>! 
root, and "The rout of mankind Is mnn." 

Our Urf': nnd Urnes hn\'c opt'ned up 1:o man~· rruntll·rs nr 
!'lclcnUCic knuwlctll:c th!ll we ortl'n ron\t'l t.:1nt ~llllJllt• truth. Out 
ot splitting of thr atom e!I/U(' net thr llrf'lltr~t "onn·r nr f'n ... r~~· 
for mnnkhu1, but lht> mo~t drstruc!l\'l• wt•.1tlon. Slm.•t• the S!Julnik, 
st.ntcmi'IIIS from the- J'lllt•l,; ol JIUHslu 3!1 well liS Amcrlcu liltl'S~ 
not .• o much the t•omtucsl t•f uutt•r GJ>Dl't' us the fact Thall he fnrcC'• 
whll·h lifts thcs~ mnn-mndl.! sutcllltcs-K HM'i-·Cim lUt 11-hmnbt 
acroli:l all fi"Cintlt•J·s. t<':tr from d~Jing liWIIy wllh thr bnrhnrlsm ot 
c<li,llDilsm. prh·atc or stah•. sl'it•nl'e hn11 hnmt.:ht humnniiY t'l tht• 
erl~:c of tht' nhy:-s. As tlw t•minf'nt hourl!l'ols sckntl~t. ~)!'. 
Wllllnm Pll'kt.•r!nf,l, put ll: :'Oo mnU••r who~e lt:IJM drOi•!i tile t1r~l 
J-1-bomiJ, ch•ilizutlon itsl'if I" wilhln "onC' lullr hour aw.1y fr,•m 
lot.1l annihii.1Uon."' 

1'hl'.' :o,·oun~ :\ian:: fort'!-11\\' tlw Jmna~"'' that !!dl'nC'C In a l'!n,.,!; 
society wuuld rl'nt•h, He wrutc: "'J'<J IHH'l' one hnsls for socl<•ty. lllld 
tlllfllllt'r for sdl'm"l'. Ia .1 priori .1 lit•," For Mnrxl~t nr.d nnn-'larxl~t 
ulikt•, i.~n·t It Umt• to lt-:1rn tlw mc-th•Jodolo~~:y uf olll' v.ho furcs't\1' 
so dc;n·ly the dcn·l•Jpm1•nt of 11Ur <·r:sl!->-rldd{'n world"! 

1\-1:\S, SOT :'t1ACJIISES, IS U.-\SIS fOit t'REI::DO:.t 

Surely w11cn the tl('stlny of dvl\1"/'ution-nOt JUSt Jn It rheton. 
cal ~cn:;c, h~t ph:,-:;h::tll:.·- ·1:: :~t ~t!lkf', I~ l'- tllgh t!IT1{' to f'O<I th.• 
jlluslon thut machinL.,., not ml•n, will IJrlnr. mankind IIF frt.•t.'dom 

'rhe genuine ltali:.n MnrxiEt can lt;Hrn much both from Marx 
nl10 fought the \"uh:nr Conununi'!tS of his day, and trom Lrnln who 
fought wh.:~t hi"! t'llllcd IJIC new Cummunl~;t "passion fOI' bos~ln~." 
T11is founder or the So\•let state wns also Us scveJ'Clil crith:, Jn~ 
\'Cntlng new words, .c;ucl• ns "communl!lles" ICommuPist Uesl 
with which to express hls crllldsnts. Wllhout avail he wuru!;'d lh:tl 
.. HIGtory procet.'ds In dc\'lous V."ll)'l!," nnd that the Commtlllil'ilfi 
must. li~tcn to the "!Utnplc class !ruth (lr the ClaAA t!nemy" when 
It .wrltea that til(' 51Jvlct Go1•cmmcnt. "has tak('n the road that 
wlll lead it to .the orLIInnry boui'J;cols stah!,'' •Sec Lenin's l'olltlcal 
Report to the .Eh~1·cnth Congres~; oC the nussinn Ccmmunlsl Part.v, 
r.tan:h 27, 1922.) 

J1u;t as Marx hntl.to (iRht tht• \'Ulgar Communists Who thought 
all IUs or cilpltall>m would he o\·crcumc ·with the nboUUon of 
prl\'atc property, we mu~;t not fall Into the t1-np of "mb:to~kim; 
Communlr.m·s "<lllti-cnpitnllm" Cor uny-othl'r than wbnt It Is-· 
the full Ios:tcal de1·clopment of ('Upltalism Usc!! Into state cnrlital~ 
"lsm, Marx's.volnt was th:lt so lung a.'S machine is mastt.'r of m•!n, 
not. man ol" mnchlnc, you wfll ha1·e capitall11m, no mat~r ft"ha\ 
Jutm~ you calllt. To cct rld of the_pcn"ci"SC relations uutlcr ('ltpi-· 
tatlsm one mw;t rid society or whul is most dcgrndlng or all, and 
Uu: CJIUSC of all oth<:r Uls, the alienation of lnbur itselr. "At the 
root or allcnntlon ·is the dlvlslnn between mental and mnnunl 
labor which hns dlarnctcrh:cd all da!is fiOt'ifiUe.~~ nnd rl!ach~d U:; 
most· monstrous fOI'ID under cupttalism. Where the laborer hlm-, 
sclt Iff transformed Into an apPt>ndage to a· n1achlnc; all our senst.•s 
:~re dullcU. Only an entirely new, truly hum.1n &Oclct)', wrote Marx 
"Crt.'ttlcs the rich ,and Profoundly "st'l{llithe rnt:n." BecaUst.' ,Marx 
made thl! hun~an being. the subject or 1111 dc\'Ciupmcnt, I.e .saw 
the emerging uew society, 

i::nch gcncr.tthm must meet the chnlll•ngc of it$ own tlmt.'S, 
J..enlr. was adamant on. one point: the m:l:sse~. ttol only a11 action 
but u rea1on \I"Ould create a new society on totally 11\!1\' Coundu~ 
lions. Either that, thut Is to .!!a)', elUu•r the population to .1 nt.ln. 
(Lcnln'fi: phrase/ runr; pr••ductlod and the state or you get. n 
"'rcturu backward~ tc. cupltallsm." 

TIIEOitl' :\lUST .\lATCH GUMWEUU Ot' PR,\Cl'ICE 

Jn our ar.:::e or :absolutes, when te\'olutlon nnd countcr•rt'\'OIU· 
Uun, a1·e so Jnterl()('kcd, It is not·only the lntellect.unl "In gcnl.!ral"; 
who mu~ot lt.>al'c his Ivory toweN; so mu~;t the Marxist thcoretlclau .. 
The rca~;eh.•!Ui i·cpctltlon for the need nf n vnnguard "Jillrty "tu J 
lead .. has blinded him to the fact to which the mttllli ol Jlcop\c 
are not bllnd-th~t Cl'eryonc Is roody to lead thrm: nobody to I 
Jlstcn lo them. Yet the mo,·cmcut !rom pr..:Uec durtr.g:· thc past: 
three dr.cadc~> hns been cc.1seless while the mow~ rrom th~rf has I 
bct'n at a ncnr- stnndsl\ll. What I~> thr.rc, In prcsent-dny lht'OI")'. 
which matcht~s the )frnndcur of the 1056 HunRurlan Uevo!ullou7! 

Ench generation eilher met•ts the chullcngc of the Umcs, or 1

1 
lades Into oblil'iuu. No one however, can ha\"t! tile llhvlim! tlu:.t 
our ePOl!h rnnrks the type u( tumlnJ( J,<olnt In hlstOI'Y wlwro, 
Jd.story ralls to turn. On tin.• t."Ontrary, 'fltle author feels Umt, 
tho Italian pco)lle, Inheritors of Its own rich traditions o( cultural; 
humanism ADd mur;s movementll oC liberation hawc a .;rent con. ! 
trlbullon to make to tl1c ·cn•atiOI. or a new Jlumanlsm which Jt; , 
foundt.-d on the ~tarxlst U1cory of llbt.•ratlou that ''the freedom ot · 
U1e ludlvldua! iii the basis or the frccdum or nil," 

MAUXJSM AND FREEDOM I& a thcnretltttl contrlb•ttlon · 
toward thRt end. It. has a thtct.'-fold sntrposc: 1) to rt.>cst.tbiisi1 thu ~ 
Humanlam or Marxl11m na l.t dc\'elopcd In the period or the class 
alruaglcs durlnJt 1\tarx's rnaturl\y, 18-1:-1·83; 2) to ~t'l to the roob 
or Uti! Jlhilosophlc: Ioundatlor.s or thnt great divide In l\tnrxl•m· 
Unlnlsm, cspeclally on the so-called vanguard party to tb.'l ma~~t~t'll ·· 
ill the pcrlud of 1903-192-'1: nn~-.oonh-ze th~ problem!! r.! uur· 
own aae. \\'nllt'.-tn.liipa'M, ... or ne~ssltl·;·"cchicn.- in lht81ila and 
Amcrica·-tht' two pole• ol 1dale capitalism C(llltcndlnr. Cor world 
domtnl.tlon-tht.• twn wo•·ltl& or capltallslll nnd workers In rul. 
counlr)' 1s surb that It h11s an llJII•IIcaUon also to Italy, 
April, J8&9 ~ib)'l Dunayl!\'llkat:a 
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