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Author's Special 'lntrodd;:tion
to the New Italian Edition

(EDITONR'S NOTE: We are natutally very proud to annheunec i
the new Jtalian editton of Marxisns and Freedom, Huwever, the
pabllsher, La Nuova Halla in Florence, fell that a preface by
Gaotano Arfe, co-cditor of Homes Manda Operalo (Workers
Wurld), wos preferable tsce excarpts, P: 8, e [ee] the Apecial
introduction that had been wrlien by the author, Raya Diuha-
yevekuyn, I8 of the greatest Imporisnee, 1 am therefore giving
wver my cohwmn spaee to print iU in fubl ~=Charics Denbyi

L] . -

Iallan Wstory is flled with Instances in which 1t aniicipated
the fulure development of humainity. When olher natlony were
sl in the doark reglons of the Middle Ages, ftallan eities had
atresdy opened Uwe cpoch of the Itenalaatice, Prederick Bogels,
the lifelong collaborator of Karl Murx, found time in his address
to the Hailan Sochnllst Porty lo refor 1o Dunle aw “the flrst
universal man of our modern eva” Marx himself singled out the
Florentine, Buonaratli, as the one who extended the [deas of
the French Revoluilon.

wihe revelutlunary movement which began in 1780 In Cercte
Soclal, which, in the middle of ils course, had as s chiel repre-
sentatives Leefeve and Roux, and which wis temporarily defeated
with Bobeuf's Conspirocy fof the Equalst brought forth the
commusist iden which Babeu’s (riend, Boonarotil, reintroduced
into France after the fevolution of 1830

REVOLT--AND FASCISM

Al the beginaing of the 20th century Ialy, despite Its late-
ness in achleving nationul usity, leaped forward 1o n mass
sucinllst movement which outstiipped ull othor ountries, with
the sole exceplion of Germany. This 1s the mote impressive when
one conshiters that Genmany waz tochnologically the maost ad-
vanend rountiy wiile the llatian ccunaimy was the most retarded
In Weetern Eurepe. Hallan Sociatism was further distinguished b
the fuet thay ils members were nol oply factory workers and
intellectuals, but peasants and agricullural workers. For one
brief moment in world history, in 1020, the wlhole centet of the
European tevolutions shifted to Afilan and Turin.

Put, in ity death ageny, Tallan eapitalism won a  respite by
exuding fuscism. World Wor Il however, guve the lie 1o the .
mativlovs slapder thot Lhe dtalian people had been braiowashed
by fasrism. The truth Is ttie. oxact opposite, The very gencration
that was reared wnder fasclsm comprised the backbetie of the
Puriisans. Nor did the lallan people allow the monarchy ta .
cover its complicity with fascism simply by changing sides In .
the midst.of war, After 20 years of Tasclst rule the 1tdilan
workers went straightaway to take destiny into their: ewn bands.
In MMitan and 'Turin the workers occupied the factaries, sgved
them from Nozi vandalism, and, reinforeed: hy the Partisan
vrigades, tried to reorganize society on entirely- new foundan- .
{ions, But the Communist Party polley. which followed 1ihe’
. Kremlin line ordered the ecommittees to hand over their power
to-a "Popwlar From Governmenl.,”

ITALIANS KNOW COMMUNIST BETRAYAL

If the Italian workers mistake Communist tntalliarlanism -
for Marxist lberation, it Is because the Communist Party i3 not
1n power In Italy and therefore the [tnllans de not know this
parly as the workers in Russla and the satellites know , It—'
as thefr cxploiler and oppressor, But the Itnlian people are nol
without expericnces of their owh, including .the sight of the
_Comununists voting with Do "Gasparl to Incorporate in the
. republican constitution the Lateran pact made by Mussolind wilh
the Vatican. The fully counter-revolutionary role of Russlan
Communisn was first clearly scen in Western Europe.when. it
bratally suppressed the Hungasinn Revolution and its Workers'
-Couneils. Thousends upen thousands of members of the lailan
Communist Party tore up their meinbership cords,

No one is asked to put blinders on and fail to recognize
that the lelizn Communist Porty, with a Hitle less than two
milllon members, is sl the largest in Western Europe. Nejther |
ghould one forget the fact thal the socin]l coinpositlon of~the
Italinn CP has undergone a change, and ihat Inevitally the
deepest layers of the Tialian workers will come into conflict
with the Communlst bureaucrats, topped by Togliattl and his
coherts. The potarizing furces which would atiract the Iinlian
workers away from the Communlst stranglehold enn be nothing
ﬂlort 1!‘ a total philesophy, In the full traditlon of Marxist

wmaplsm.

YOUTII, WORKERS POSE PHILOSOPHIC QUESTIONS

he totallty of the world crisis compelz the re-cxamination
which guide man's practlee. Two of the ways in which the
maturity of our age helps this re-cvaluation are the followlng:
1) the youth ere scarching intensely for o rond out of o world
they did not make; and 2) ilie working class is beginning 1o posc
mstlnns of ‘great philusophic importunes, In thiz respect the

erican workers. confronted with Automation in a way that
Europe is not yel faced, have an Imporiant contribution to make,
Automstion, the ultimate in machine production which las
‘dominated man has by now created - mass uncraployment as 2
permanent feature. Therch It has raised the relationship of
the employed to the unemployed to al{enated labor,. Speelfically, |¢
the -American workers aro grappling-with the fallowing ques-|;
tions: What Xind of Jabor Jjhould man perform?’ Why should
gelence be pllowed tov do all our thinking for-us when it eannod |
put o man Lo work, although it ean send him up to the moon?
Can't the division between mental snd manual labor be
abolished? - . T

The Intellccluals cannot forever remaln Insensltive (o)
these impuises from below which go to make up a veritable
mavement from praciice to theory.

MARXISM SHEDS LIGHT ON CRISIS

. Y7o Uvo In “a birthUme of histury and a perlod of {ransltlon”
such ag characiorized the age In which Marx lived. Only. ours s}
of truly world-wide scope whele net only ‘Weatern Clvllizatlon |
but that of the Orlent and the people of Africa are blazing forlh
a new trail to freedom, Our cpoch hoa been correctly. destgnated




as the age of the struggle for the minds of men, Intelleclunls ard
there upon called ta perform tnsks far removed from any vory
tower, Marxists and non-Morxists alike have much o leorn rom
Marx who, when ssked why he had broken with bourgeols soelet, |
replied that to beecome a radicnl meant to seasp a thing at ily
root, and "The rout of mankind ls man,”

Qur ilfe and tmes have opencd up so many frontlers of
selentifie knowledge Lhat we often forgel Wit simple truth, Oul
of splitting of the atom came net Lhe ptreatest sonree of eneriy
for mankingd, but the most destructive weapon. Since the Sputnik,
statements {frow the mlers of Russla an well as Ameriea stress
not .o much thie conquest of outer gpace us the fact that the foreer
which lifls these man-made satellites—IC BMs—can Ui FH-bomb:
across all frontlers. Far from doing away with the barbarism on
capitallsm, private or state, scietice has brought bumanity ta the
edge of the shyss. As the eminent hourgeols selentist, Dr.
Williom Pickering, put il: No mattor whose 1CDM drops e Lirst
H-bamb, civilizutlon itself s williin “onc hall hour away from
total snnihllation.” .

The young Marx foresaw the Impasse that selence In a elass
socicly would reach, He write: <Fo have one basis for suclely. nngd
anaher for seience. s a prioc) a He.” For Marxlst and non-Marxist
alike, isn't 11 time to learn the mwetbodology of one who furesaw
so clearly the development of our crisls-tldden world?

MAN, NOT MACIHINES, 15 BASIS TOR FREEDOM

Surely when the dostlny of civillzation—nol just in & rhctort.
cal sense, hut physivaliy- = ot stake, {t ic high fime 1o ond th
illusion 1hat macliines, not men, will bring mankind ite frecdom,

Tihe genuine Halian Marxist can léarn much both [rom dMarx
who fought the vuluar Conununists of his day, and from Lenin who
fought what he called Ihe new Communist “passion for bossing.”
This fountier of the Soviet state was also Ity severest crltiv, in-
venting new words, such &s “communciies” (Communist les)
with which to express his eriticisnis, Without avail he warnod that
“History proceeds in devious ways,” and that the Comminisis
must listen to the “siinple class truth of the tlass eaemy™ when
it writes that the Soviet Government “has taken the road that
will Jead I 1o the ordinary bourgeois stole”” (See Lenin's Pelitical
Repuort to Lhe Eleventh Congress of the Russien Communisl Parly,
DMarch 27, 1922,) o ’

Just os Marx had to fight the vulgar Communists wha thought
all ills of copltalism would he overvoine -with the nbolilion of
privaie property, we must not fall Into the trap of ‘mistuking
Commaunism’s “anti-capitalim”™ for any-other than whet it Is—.
the full logieal development of cupitalism itscll into state capltal-
fsm, Marx's_point was that so long as machine is master of men,
pot man of muchine, you will have capitailism, no matter what.
name you call it. To get rid of the perverse relatlons under capi-'
tallsm one must vid society of what §s most degrading of all, and
the cause of all other {lls, the alicnatlon of labor itself, At Lthe
root of allenation-is the division helween mental and matanl
Jabor which has eharacterized all clads socictles and reachezd Wy’
most: monstrous form under capitalisin, Where the laborer him-,
self Is transformed Into an appendage to o maching; all our senses
are dulled. Only an entirely new, truly human society, wrote Marx
“¢reutes the rich .and jrofoundly seiitive men,” Becouse Marx
made the human being. the subjeet of nil develupment, Le saw
the emerging new sociely, . , .

Xaeh generativn must mecet the chnllenge of its own fimes,
Lenin was adamant on gne poinl; the masses, nul only as aclion
but a8 reason would creole a new society on totally now founda-
tiens, Elther that, that {5 to say, cither the population to a man.
(Lenin's phrose) runs productiof and tie state or you get.n
spreturny backwards to cupitalism.” : :

THEDEY MUST MATCIl GRANDEUR OF PRACTICE

in our age of absolutes, when revolution and counter-revoly-
tiun, are so interlocked, it is not enly the lotelectual “in general”;
who must leave his ivory towers; so must the Marxist theoreticisn, .
The ceascless sepetition for the need of a vanguard party "o
lead” has blinded him 1o the facl to which the mass of people
are nol Hlind—that cveryone Is ready to. lead thiem; nobotly to!
Jisten 1o them, Yet the movement from practice during the past;
three decades hns been ecaseless whlile the move fram theary hnsi
bicen ot u nene stondstill, What Is there, in present-dny theovy. |’
which matches the grandeur of the 1056 Hungurian Hevolution?’®
Each gencration cither mects the challenge of the times, or!
Iades lnjo obtivion, No one however, con have the Ubaslorn that
our cpoch marks the type of turning peiot in history whers!
history [ails to turn. On the contrary, This suthor feels that.
the Itotan people, lnheritors of its own rich traditions of cultural;
bunianism and 1nuss movements of lberatlon have o great cons!
tribution to make to the cercatlow of a new IHumanism which s
founded on the Marxist theory of Uberation that “the fecedom o
the ludividual is the basls of the freedom of all” .
MARXISM AND FREEDOSM s & theoretleal contribuiion:
toward that end. It has a three-fold purpose: 1} 1o recatsbiish the!
Humanlsm of Marxiem as It developed In the perlod of Lhe closs
struggles during Marx’s maturity, 1843-83; 2) to el o the vools
of the philosophle foundotions of that great divide In Marxism.:
Lenlnism, especially on the se-colled vanguard party to the mogsses
in the puriod of 1903:1824: angd 24t~ analvze tho problems of vur:
own age. VWhlle 'tnds” part,” of necessliy cebiers in Hussin and
- America.~the two poles of slate capitalism contending for world
domination-—the twa worlds of capitalisia ond workers ln each’
country iz such that It has an application alsn Lo Italy,
April, 185 N —itaya Dunavevskaya




