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DRAFT RESOLUTION — JULY, 1963

PACING THE CBALLENQE: Raticnelly and Intsrnationally

I

The Cold War and the Negro Freedom Struggles

) Thssa intont on clinging to mircges moey wish to point to surface.
aprearances ™o prove" that the past ysar has seen a total change in world rela=
tions: where, last year, Kennedy and Khrushchev confronted eact other at the
edge of a thermomuclear war, today the US and USSR are nearing an agreement on
ending nuclear testing., The truth is that the two differing situations, far from
signifying a move frum war to peace, signify only different types of proparation
for the final.confroniation. The year since our convention (Sept., 1962) is over~
crorded with capitalist crises and mass challenges. VWhen we're counterposing the
poeitive features of the working class struggles agrinst the negative festures
of capitalist sociscty in dscay and disarray, we will gse that tha pause in the
Celd War on the world arena mezns en intensification of the hot war at uoue.

No matier whioh point of departure we shall take, the basio cluse
gontradiotion within eack country sasily predominates over the feud batween the
capitalieta, Fast or West, Thua, if we begin with the glory-rcad chosen by De
Gaulle to cause still one mors fission in the camp of "the West”, his imperious
exclusion of Gremt Britein frum the Common Market is mers shadow-boxing when
contrasted to the only force that was cepable of uringing De Gaulle down to
size —— the Fronch miners on genaral etrike. If we turn, instead, to the Sino~
Indisn war following upon all those"peaceful co-esxittonce" redclutions between
., Chou En=-lai and Pendit Nehru, what is really outstanding is the sudden, spontunte-
ous emargence of a unity of the Indian maases against the Chinese jnvadera that
- pedther Pandit nor Mno iragined, Should we wish to take a socond look at the
S3inow-Soviet conflict as it rigen to the orescendo of an open near-split within
that stete-capitalist world calling itself Communist, we must needs cocunter—
balance to i% the undercurrent of revolt which, since the 1956 Hungarian Rovoluw
ticn and the 1957 Blooming of "100 Flowers", includes alsoc a umanist philo-
sophic challenga to both Communist totalitarians.

Were we to concentrate only on that fateful moment when the whole
world held its breath as the two nuclesr titans bargained over missiles in and
cut of Cuba, and the world muclear holocaust, sgein the total opposition to
both came from the world's freedom fighters. And, indeed, for the first time
in five and a half yeara even the Gallup Poll reperts, the race question pro-
dominates over ell cther questions in the nation's (and the world's) conscious=
ness, Before Birmingham == in April of this year — only 4% thought that the
rasial question wam the major world crisisy after Birmingham the percentage
jumped to 49%, whilo thome who thought the war threst wes the main quemtion
dropped fram 63% to 35%, MHoreover, this had nothing to do with the near-truce
in nuoclear testing whioh had not yet begun,
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In & word, as the mementum of the Negro fresdom struggles bas
thrust itiself 1nto the worid's consciousness above all other oonoerns, on earth
or in space, it is abundanily clear that the quintessential, predemiant, olle
pervasiva,_ conerate point of departure, and point of return, this orucisl yeasr,
iz th the totality of opposition, not betwesn the nuoclear titans or Touding suboles
dineten, but botween +he means and aims of capitaiism = pYivate or Atate == on
tke one hand, and, on the other hand, those of the world's working clags frsedom

fight orsn,

‘I'wo datos will indesd go down in history to cover the span, Cctow
bar 1962 - July 1963, but it will not be JFX va, NK, whether growling or smilirg
at each other, but JFK and N K, aon Qctober 22, 1962, ready to push the button
that would destroy civilisation, The contrast to that insane goasture of the
worldts leadors will be May 3, 126} when human passions and forces, specifically
those of Southern N:groes, espacially the youth -- facing the gushing chergaedmup .
hoses and unleashed police hounds in & pessive, dering, sll-rounded resistance.
The massijvensss o’ tha resistance refleoted slac tha development of the Negro
struggle against segregation — whether in education, transportation, at lunch
counters or in voting =~ to the orucial sphere of amploymsnt and unemployment.
Thersby the struggle sgainst Southerm barbariem expanded to includa alre Norihern
cagita.li_ts and the trade union DULBAUOTACY.

.

Finally, the development in the struggle meant also a development
in the Fegro leadership. The philosophic implications of the Negro struggle
against "the power structure” ocan be seen in Rev, Martin Iuther King'z "Latter
from a Birmingtam City Jail' written on the eve of the May 3»@ confrontationt
"To use the words of Martin Buber, the great Jewish philosopher, segregaiion.sube
stitutes an YI-it' relationship for the *I-thou' relationship and ends up rele=
gating persons to the status of things." IF fully developed this could become
e turning point also for a unified struggle with white labor., This forwarda -
movement of the Negro struggle, however, stands in danger of confinement at the
present time, (See Political Latter of July 14, 1963 : "The Challenge of the
Harnh on Washington") )

—— e e T

; ——--——--—---i The first and greatest d.a.nger is the pressure of the V-’hite House,
70 s8oa-that the full ramifications of the present stage of the Negro struggle’
does c:t;"beooma irresistible also to white labor in total oppesition to tho capi~
talist system, which does indeed reduce men in the factory to the status of
thin the-qore far-seeing capitalist leaders, with President JFK at their hesd,
must@e_sg ke Negro mass movement to fight for and be satisfied with bis ecivil

rights bill,

To achisve this end, he has moved front "o head" the March on

Washington; that is to say, to transform it from a March on Washkington to a tour
of the White House end Congress. Consequently, the sudden appearance of a
.-mﬁi&ﬂlﬁg@_lﬂt}ﬁmﬂ:_ip, despite the multiplicity of organisations and without
& untfying philosophy, portends a v, rather than & victory to a further de-
veloment of the Negro mass struggle, eims to get the Negro leaderskip to
channelize the Freedom NOV movement for him. _If he succeeds, he will have tamed,
be hopes, the Negro mass movement. io where he wil will have unhempered spsce and

‘_.._--“__" ———
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time to deal with the De Gaulle opposition in NATO,

The bright young man in the Vhite Houme wants to ses if he cannot
use, to nis own advantuge, the SinkSoviet Rift, and to do this not -merely by e
detente with Russia, but, above 211, by incorporating the most industrieliged
country in Asin —~— Jepan — intc the "Western cenp"

Thus, the compulsion — from many different directions, and for
varied reasons, some of which ape apparent, even trensperont, but others are
not ~= ip for a2 pause in the Cold ¥Wer., It is as well that in snalyzing thisg
pause, we stop to look at what is new in the objective world situstion that has
allowed, and/or compelled, a detente in the relatioms of the two miclear titans,
which each intends to use to curb opposition within thelr respective orbits.




Ii

The New Sino~Soviet Confllct

vhat is new on the world scens is, of course, the rupture between
Nusoin end Chins, It may not appearT o us +5 be new since wa dealt with it no
less than 20 months ago (Special Supplement of News & Letters, Jan. 1952) and to
this day, some of what we beve written is still not openly admitted, and may
never ba, TFor one thing, neither camp yet admite that the division began over
tho Great Leap Forward in 1958 and not, as both claim, affer the 1960 Statenent
“of Bl Communist Paxties, which both signed. Navertneless, a qualitative changs
. iu the Sino-Sovist donflict hes taken plaoce since we leut analyzed Mao's China,
")/~ This is by ro means due oni o.the difference betwoen gn_Bimission—and non-ad-
7\ . miesion of conflict,7/Rather it is that the fig-leaf of Marxist torminology 38
76 Longer adequate $0 _oover up The non—viability of ctrts-capiteliom as a "new!
- social -order, e dnuvatiarle imporialist appetiten mw-"mrord'er”"wrﬁ
--Ya-suen-bevs-ageinet the background of the first split in the Communist state—
_capitalist world —- tkat of Yugoslavia in 1948 —- so let's begin by contrasting

the twos : :

: Where, in 195861, the new split within the state-papitelist orhit
seemed to be a veriation of Yugoslavia's 1948 btresk from Russia, tbat is to say,
the appearance of naticnally independent state-capitalism, the. 1962-63 develomment

_ig a challenge for International leadership, The new, the qualitative change is
_proclaimed, in bold red lettering, in the very title of the "letlei" (June 14, 1963

of the Central Comrittee of the Chinese Communist Party (CC of the CRC) to ite’
Russian counterpert: "A Proposal Concerning the General Line of the International
Comnunist Novement®. '

Where the Tito break from Stalin did not depart from class termino-
logy, the geographic area fxom which tho Mao chollenge originates predominates
over the class generalitiess "The Find of the Fast prevails over the Wind of the
West," Stould anyone be Eo naive as either to think that "the West" means the West
of private capltulism, or the East means “only" the Orient, the Chinese racist poli-
‘oy was spelled out in practice at the Tanganyika Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference

gt

where the Chinese told the Russians "whites bave nothing to do nere."

Where the tiny state powor of Yugoselavia, fighting the giant Russlan
state power, could not allow itself any new glory rosde & 18 DeQlaulle in the Wesi-
ern camp, Mzo's delusions ate a8 vast as the Chinese continent ~- and not_only ag
it ia now constitutod, but as it was atb the height of its im exial glory undex
tha Yuan ond Hing Dynasties when China conguered Burme, Thailznd, Indochina Penin-
aula, debarked troops to Indonesiay impedscned the king of Ceylon and once even
imposed annual tribute from the Moslem world or at lsast from the Holy City of

ecca. Up to 1962 only Nehru bad questioned the map inoluded in “A Manusl of
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History" which vas published in Peking in 1954%, and which shows a great part of
the Soviet Far East as well as the Republic of Quter Hongolia, North and Soutk
Korss, Cambodis, Thailand, Malaya, Burma, Assam (about 50,000 milea of Indian
territory, in fact), Butan, Sikicdm, Hepal, the island of Sakhalin as well ae some
islands in the Philippines, as having been part of China,

_ When, however, Kbrushohev dared to quip at Hao's phrase about
foowardice in ihne face of the imperialiste by saying it ill-behooves Huo to speak
g0 when he 1s doing nothing presently to drive the imperialists from "hiz own ter-
ritory — Taiwan, Hong Xong, Macao", the People's Daily and Red Flag hit back withs
"Certein persons would like us to raise the queztions of unegual treaties here end
now ..s Have they realized what the conseguences of this might be?" Whereupon the
Chinese begen explaining "the imperialist enoroachments on Chinese territory
{1840-1919), Periocd of the Darly Demcoratic Revolution." And, in expanding
themoelves on what Tsarist Russia took from Mold China%, the present Chinase rulers
ineluded territories taken froem Inirs and Khans who most assuredly did not oons-
~sider themnelves vassals of the Imperor of China, (Nor, for that matter, did Mao's
dream of China®s past glordes stop itself from designating as an "imperialist en- |
¢roachment" Thailand's becoming independents that too "belonged" to China of the
Emperor and he means "to redress" some day the borders of what the CC -CIC desig~
nates only as "old China.") ‘ : :

Maoc opts for nothing short of mestery of the world = of the Commu~
nist world i begin with., Though, for tactical reasons, and because of the with= -
drawal of Rusaian technical aid, China had to fall back on a variation of "the
theory of socislism in one country" ( “Every socislist country must rely mainly
on itself for its construction." p. 45*%) , the CC-CPC challenges not only Russia
but the majority of 'the presently constituted Communist world. It warns thai "one
should not emphesize *who is in the majority' or 'who is in the minority? and bank
on a so—called majority..."m {p. 47) -In the place of following majorisy rule, he
proposes  the rule of “umanimity", that is to sey, China's right of veto over poli~-
cles formulated by Russia and the majority of other Communist Partiesl

Thue; the Sino-Soviet conflict differs fundamentally not only £rom
Yugosalavie's conflict with Stalin, but also. from Mao's own differences both in 1957
when he willingly — because of "solidarity" with Russia in crushing the Hungaxian
Revolution snd because of the tremendous economic aid Russia poured into Cbing —
recognized Rusoia's priority in the socielist world, and, in 1960, when the conflioct
kad grown and he unwillingly was pressured by the overwhelming majority to affix
bhio signature to the Statsment of the Bl Communist Parties,

% This map is reproduced in the New Republic of 4/20/63 in an article, "Chinels
Bordors", the third of a series of axrticlaes by J. Jacques-Francillon, The other
articles appear in the issues of 3/16/63 and 3/23/63. (See also B, Shiva Rae's
artiole in the National Observer of 7/23/63.

#* 21) page references ara to "A Proposal Concerning The General Line of the
Internationsl Communiat Movement", the “June 14 letter of the Central Committes of the
Coumunist Party of China, in reply to ihe letter of the Central Committes of ihe
Communist Party of tue Soviet Union of Maroh 30, 1963 (published by Foraign

languages Press, Peking, 1963).
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The new in the Sino-Soviet confliot is the oulmination of the orises
within China following upon the collapse of the 1958 "Oreat Leap Formard", the
1959 opposition to the Camp David epirit between Khrushchev and Eisanhcwer, and
the unilateral 1962 Sino~Indian war, The power politics now sngulfing Russian end
China begurt when China proposed to "aldp over socialism" a.mi 20 Ydireotly to Come
muniem",

Ehrushchev challenged Mao's claim to be able to achieve in o single
deoade what it tosk Pugsia. four decades to attain ~ industrializetion., He opposed
any "skipping of stages" which would losa Ruseia its priority in the "socizmlist
world." And he feared "Mac 's Thought" might become a new peolarizing force for thse
whole Afro-Asian-latin- Americen world which would certsinly be attracted to e
schame like the Communes with the simplistic slogen, "One day equsls 20 yeaxrs."
Though such ballucinations, far from bringing the millenium, brought the Chiness
maesss to near-starvation, Khrushochav would no longer be moved to contimie with any
massive aid to China,

' Mao then turned to what he can do best — plan armed attacks. It

- is not that the imperialist feautures of state~capitalism are anything new either

[ to Ruasia or China, though it ie certainly new for one "eociallst" lesder to lay

the foundation for claiming & good part of the Soviet Svcialist Republioc in the

Far Fast as "belonging " to China! It is Mao's total disregard of the fact that

since "little wars" may bring on a world nuclear holocasust, Ruassia must be conoult=
ed before China embarks on these adventures with all the fanfare of "the ocause of
.world soclalimu." Mao is banking on the fact that “in the end", that is to say,

when the USSR will have to face the USA, the “socialist camp" will heod to be united, .
and he memns now (by which he means not tomorrow, but .vestsrdgx) to asta‘blish China's
claim to morid - leadership" read: dominance. :

China's industrial development may lack everything from steel to
dems and atomio energy, Its Army, however, has everything from overwhelming numbers
to military equiment. In the first instance, it is the largest land army in tho

- whole world, and in the second instance it is the most modern equipment on the
Asian continent. In eny case, after the collapse of "The Great Leap Formard" and
the withdrawal of Ruesian technical aid, there was nothing to £all back on but
military adventurea. The Russian "underground” humour may bave pinpointed Hac's
historic image when it fays history will recerd him "as an athletic failure in
the broad jump." DBut he was no failure in the Sino~Indian War.

And, as "Maots Thought" thrives on military engagements, it has given
birth Yo yst & new crop of "theories," Thase are developed with much subierfuge
and great wordiness in the 61 pago June 14th "“latter."” They add up to a single
and total ambition for world "leadership", i,e, mastery,

Flrat comos s substitute for judging what "the touchstone of intep—
nationaliem" is. (pe10) "Now that there is a socialist camp of 13 countriss," ssys

tie CC-CPC, 4t should no longer be the dsfense of Russis,

Secondly, building on what the state-napitalist world, oelling iteelf
O-~mmunist, wants tue proletariat to belleve == that the class struggle in any
country must bo subordinated to the division of the world infto two camps == "the
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soclialist countries" and "the capitalist countries", This having becoms the over—
riding consideration of "Communimm", whether in Russian, Chinesse, or any other
nationel dress, Mao now proclaimss "If anybody .. helps copitaligt countries
attack fratermsl socialist countri:s, then he is betraying the interests of the
entire intermational proleterizt and the people of the world.” (p.l10)

: Toirdly, following the accusation of "hetrayal' - unspaecified, but
&1l too clearly a rsference to Rugssis and its failure to support Chinz's invasion
of India ~ there is a reference to "a step back in the course of historic develw
opment®, which is tantamount to "doing a service to the restoration of capitalien",
which names Yugoalayia as the oulprit but, clearly, instend, meuns Rupsia,®

" Fourthly, and despite the fact that Hao built his sccond and thixd
theses on the Commmunist conception of "two camps" == "Socimlismm™ and capitalism =
he moves away from this premise %o return to tis old “four olass pelicy", broaden=
ing his concept of the people to include "almo the patriotin national bourgeoisio,
and even certain kings, princes, and aristoorats who are patriotic.” (p.. 13) A1l
thie for the purpose of concluding that "since" tke countries of Asia, Africa and
. Latin America are "the stom centres of world revolution dealing divect dblows ad
imperialism", thersfore "the whole cause of the international proletarian revolu~
ticn hinges on the outcome of the revolutionzry struggle of the people in these
areas ...." {(p.13) ‘ ' ST

No doubt, Khrushchev has a point when he says that thereby “the Chi-~
nese comrades wish to win the easiest way to popularity among the peoples of Asia,
.Africa, and Latin Amepica.” The far greater truth is that the setting of policies
for ‘the colonial world was precisely what lizo demanded on the very first day of his
conquost of power in mainland China as his due as well as his price for allowing
Rugsia to remain bead of the Communist world in "the West.,"  Now thut Mao im out
for mastery of the world, he adorns his espousal of co)onizl apd semi-colonial |
atyrugdles Witk a quotction Trom Lenin at the Second Congress of the Communist In- .
ternctional,  Thus, the imperative duty of the proleferist of the technologically
#dvenced countries to unite with the colonial masses struggling against imperialism,
is reduced by Mac to a matter of competition with Fhrushchev ae to who will be
mester not only over which "sphere”, but over the entire world.

Pifthly, and finslly, among the many theses Ha¢ expounds in the

June l4th diatride, which he bas published in about 20 languagee and which.is, in
fact, his internationsl menifesto, is this ones "for e very long hietoric period
after the proletarist takes power" (p,36), "“for decaden or even longer after sooial-
ist industrialigation and sgrioultural ccllectivization" (p.37) have hoen achiaved,
“the 8lass mtruggle continues as an objective law independent of man's will".(p.36
This holds trus in all "soclalist countries.” Now whatever the subjective impulse
for concooting this == 3l) too transparently it is meant to lay the foundation for
opposition to the 22nd Ruessian Communist Paxty Congress whioh enunciated that Ruaseila

#Ap Khrushchev, of courme, oharply pointed out when he got around to answering the
June 14th letter on July 15. Tass distributed the English tranalation which
appeared in The New York Times of Honday, July 15, 1963.
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was on the road to Comunies* == it is the most ssrious of all theories of retro-
gression, We now have not only the retrogression of capitalism to

fasoism, but (ke retrogression of socialism, that is to say, a classless society,
to ohe in whioch "there are classes and class struggles in all socialist couniries
without exception," (p.40) Surely no more dezdly deviation has ever been pro~
claimed "a principle of Marxisme—leniniem."

The objective compulsion for such "theories" flow, of. course, from
the maet brute) form of atats capitaliss ctaracterlstio of China. Just as the
bankruptey of capitalism in generzl wes accompaniel by the bamkruptoy of ite thought,
80 the bankruptcy of the misnemed "Communes" is accompanied by "Hao*s Thought" ,
tke true end of any philozmophio method, There Stalin, when admiiting that the
opsration of the law of velue in his "socialist land", felt compsllied to force
a sgeparstion hetwren the law of value and the law of surplus value in order to try
to deny the existence of classes under sociaslism, Heo proclaims it loudly as A
yprinciple”, And yet, despite this totally capitalistic concept of socialismy
dospite the concrete and total exploitatio~ of the Chinese mmasssj desplte the
concrete Chinsso invasions against other isnds, Mao'e -abatract revoluticnary thunder
-gets the support of militants, espesially intellectusls, in and outside of the .
Communist Parties. It is o sad commentary on cur times end exposes how totally
lacking in any confidence in the self-activity of the messes ars today's elaimants
to the title, "Harxist-Leninist"; their militancy geins mementun gnly where there
is a stete power to back it upe It is the mark of our siate-capitalist age that
our "revolutionary" petty bourgeoisis can not act without the State Plan and fears
the self-mobilizing proletarien massss even more than do the powers thet be,

Adept in the use of Marxist tzrmincliogy to clothe his territorial
and other amhitions, Mao is counting on bringing about eplite in the CPy of the
East and "the Vest." Irom Ceylon to ltaly, and froam France to the US, Mao indeed
has support of "left" splits. And he haa alsec captured the non—existent imagina-
ticn of the Trotskyists who, despite II''s historic and theoratic fight egainai Mao,
bave all beccme "Hmoists" to &n embarrassing degree. .

Whatever further brainwashing mey be needed for Commnists, "left
independents and Trotskyists begging to be intellectumlly ruped, the reality of
dao's abstract revolutionary thunder will be a rash of little wars —- fron faoa,xoraa,
Viet Nam, to a third adition of the Sino-Indien war, not to menticn subversion in
Indonesia &nd Latin America. Naturally whit concerns American imperdali=m most is
Mao's influence 'in latin Americe where he is indoed making headway. The higk
price Khrushchev had to pay to win Cuba to his side in the dispute will not stop
"the natural" inclinutions for easy victories through terrorism end guerrilla ad-
vairtures. No doubt some of these will be to aid genuine revolutionaries, say, in
Fyrtugal's ifrice or South Africs, But anyone who willingly blinds himself to
Hao's purposes sets himaself up for self-destruction.

% We 4ldn'%t naad Nao's "revelations" of course, to see the 22nd Ruseian Communint
Party Congrzss fow the state-capitalist manifesto it was. See the three letvers
e the RCF Prograu (August 2, 9, end 14, 1961 Weekly Political Lettera, Seriss 1)

P N
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Russiz hopea to put some limitation to Mao's enbitions and conceit,
To bave the time to do it, not fo mention the time he needs to “solve" Russia’a
own agricultural crisie, Khrushohev is willing to undertake a pzuse in the Cold
Ker. And while Kemnedy and Khrushchev pause, the world!s working class oan ex-
oot grecter glowg L1 ital-an-wall E6~a Tot of btalderianh from
Mao's Chi o see that the latéer cancer does not gat into the blrodstream of
"the Left", ecpecially the youth, Marxist-Humanism must unfold itssilf not only
a8 theory, but as orgenization.

Please Note:r On page 5, Mao's phrase "cowardice in the face of the imperiniicta"”
roferred to his estimation of Ruesia's behavior in withdrawing missiles feom. Cuba

under Kennedy's threat of nuclesr war..




) uua Uniquenese of the Marxist-Humanist Movemsnt - //

1)_Practically end Hationally

Uniqueness here does not refer either to the many "firsta" in the
theoretic contributions of Marxist-Humenist, or to the practical wotivities Before
Birminghem. The uniqueness presently refers to the fact that we are tha o onea
right hers and new, After Birmingham, who, Before Blminghnm, conoretized ﬁil%ism
end ¥sosedom ag -‘-,meric_n Civilization on Tria I and; &t the same time, ed 8
Toung Harxist-Hupanist panner. The.second st:i.ll needu to meko its wa.y But the
firet achievement, three short months after publication, has exhausted & first
edition of 5000, The need now is to spell out the ending of American Cwilization
“on Tricl -- "Facing the Challenge, 1943=53" — as News & Letiers Camnittees, 19

The way we expreosed it in American Civiligation on.Trial was: foes the turning -
point for the reconstruction of soclety occurs when theory and practice firally )
avolve a unified organizational form". WNaturally, this referred to & spobtaneous,
mass orgenization. But it is now clesr that unless News & letters Comnittees can
grow sufficiently to infiuence the exlsting mass organizations of the Hagro struggle,
the latter stand in danger of diversion, and of confronting us with yet one more.
tunfinished revolution," It becomes imperative tc express our uniquenesa ina
manner that many more than ocurselves will recognize. )

‘ 1) Only Marxiat-Fumaniem could have plamed a "mere" historic celo~’
bration of the 100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proolamstion anid some up with
e historio pamphlet that is at the same time so totally a part of itoday's develop-
ments that 4% resds liko a headline of tomorrow's paper.

2) The methodolog ‘whick made this passi.ble is the’ dialeutio in the
pregent 1n whick ig inherent "the puil of the future'. o

) ) Theory, of courass, is ETEY - ‘ Life, of oourse, is ever greener
than theory. But unless a certain method ~ Harxist-Humaniom - has trained one to
elicit the tomorrow in the today, one is likely once again to sottle for the yes~
terday. ) .

4)The live historic stage, by presenting those opposites —- the
) F:reedom NCW movement as against the play of power politios of sapitalist stztes —
at a critical juncture mekes ii imperative that the "unified organizational form"
be nat & "unified leadership" sans & unifying philosophy, but Merxist-Humanist
philoaoph.v embodied in en organimtion. Witbhout it, the existing Negro leadership
may yield to the overwhalming pressures that will divert the movement into "vating
for" the stotus quo.

We 40 not deny that we had, from the start, meant the Newe & Letters
Committee to be the core of "a unified organizational form" of the unity of theory
and practice, But we thought this was something “"for the long run." However, the
combination of seemingly unrelated and surely opposits facts have changed also our
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role. On the one hand, After Birminghem, JFK could no longer contime with logal-
iems. Be therefore quickly changed attitudes toward the Freedom NOW movement by
trying to take ii under his wing (with tke long view as well of the 1964 elections).
On the other hend, the objeotive situation on the international scene has brought

a detente between Russia and the US, Our changed role means, concrstely, that

our activities in other orgenizations cammot just be "in and for themselves", We
must alaq point out the followings

1) Because the Freedom NOW movement has combined reason as activity
only to the extent of the immediste demands of desegregution, and not to the ulti-
mate of total fresdom from class soclety, the Negro leadership is listening more to
ths author of the limiled civil righismeasure than to the full appiretions of the
maas movement which compelled the President to underizke some form of civil rights
legislaticn., (Witness the ‘change in the planned ¥arch on Vashington from one of
demands for full freedom to one for "redress of grievances,") ‘

'

2) Because the labor bureaucracy, as a whole and with "left" Reuther,
have, on their own, tried to head off the movement for an end to disorimination in
the unions through token-isma, money contributions t6 the movement in the South
and now will aleo have the aid of the iministration to confine it (as witness his
"glection" 1o commnity projects of management and Isbor whom Reuthor if officially
"eduoating"), it beoomes imperative to develop on the shop level, through caucuses
as well ag individual "leafleteering”, e continuous disiogue With white rank and

file labor for united action from below to end 1ily white departments, tov upgrade
Nogrose, to fight Automation and unemployment., .

- 3) Because the TUIC {Trede Union Leadership Counell, outlet of HALC
in Datroit) elearly will noi act independently ~— since their opposition is pro=-
ecribed by the AFI~CIO leadership of which they themselves are e pirt — and because -
tho Muslimites who already have a sufficliently fapcist tinge (as witness the open
collaboration with the Nagis here and the not-po—open oollaboration with Southern
racists who provide part of the money), it bocomes imperstive that we both cop-
sretige our trade union activity along lines of fighting for trade union and )
racisl equality (See quotations from proposed leaflet in Political Letter of .
July 14), and generalize it to where it is clear to all we can reach that it is an
integral part of Marxist-Humanism, ‘

4} The youth, which is the sparkplug not only in the Fresdom NOW
movement in the U3, but throughout the world, hag everywhero ssearched for a2 total
philosophy., Ve alone published The Youn Marxist-Humanist, whioh combined the
ccnorete experience with the total philosopby. We must openly admit that thus far -
its impact imternationally has heen greater than its impact nationally, WNeverthe-
leas, there are gignificant harbingers here, too, like the requesta for the Young
Marxist-Humanist from tha few whites who work in the South and who ere dissatis-
fied with the limitutions set upon the movement by the present leadersnip, white
labor and Negro exponents of total commitment to non~violence and religion. (A
letter from Linde was one indication of this which must be pursued, Rifts in the
YPSL are another.) Finally, the impact internationally must be developed nob
only for international purposes, but for the creative influence nationally, The
international pointe a direction for the national, (The Youih will make their
own report to the Plenum,)
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R \ - //an_orgsnization when they underestimate the reason of the masses to grasp our
' Jonilosophy organizationally.

12w

As we seo, the building of an orgenization on Harxist-Humaniat
foundations is dewanded by the urgency of the tasks created, on the ona hand by
the fact that tho pauss in the Cold War will be used to confine the Negro movy =
mentj and, on the other hand by the new theories arieing from the Sino~-Soviet
conflict, which, although they will continue to make their appesrsnce in Marxist
gaxb, will act to stifle the thought as well ag the sponteneity of the self-mobili-
zation of the proletariat., Let us therefore recapitulate the immediata organiza—
tional repercussions flowing from the need to see that neither JFX, nor the pause
in the Cold War, nor a significant part of the Negro lesdership, ouccesd in chenviel-
izing the Negro mass movement which has reached such momentum with Birminghems:

1) The need is to function in mass orgunizations not only as par-
ticipants in sctivity but as Marxiat-Hupsniat reason. Whether we do thia through
introducing new subjects on the agends, other than those oificially propescd; or
whother we propose concentration on these things that interest the working-class
Negro, like employment rather ihan $30,000 homes, one thing we can guraly do is to
talk to individusles as recruiters Yor Marxist-Humanism.

' 2) The sade organizational sense must pervade the sale of American
Civiligation on Trial., The sscond edition now going to. press ‘becomes ever more
imperative, not just for us, buy for the.mass movemont itself if its momentum

13 to continue until full freedom is achieved, and its ranks, Who will most assur—

edly refude to be breinweshed by the Adninistrotionts active intervention, ars
not 1o leave it in disgust, . . .

3) Articles in News & Letters must not only record all events butb
draw lessons from i%, as does the Editorial on Heany, Reutlier, and MeDonald 4in -~
the current issue. Theraforé, the raper is not merely to be pold and distributed,
but diccuseed everywhere. T :

4) Our own local discussicna are to be changed accordingly, fired
in the sense that "business" resords activities in a wey that does not leave ocub
the underlying philosophy, At the same time, we must begin s continuous, weekly
educationsl on Marxism & Freedom itself, There should also be public meetings,
outside .of our own meeting hall, whenever a hot national or imternational event
oocourE. It is fantastic to continue being sometimes years in advance of events,
as presently in the case of Mao, to keep writing Political Letters on every con=
cejvable topic, and yet not to build our organization on thesa.

Organizational oconsciousness beging with the realization 'ﬁhat nope

theme analyses, whether in bock or pemphlet form, in newspaper or Political
Tter Torm &re "for themselves." 1t is conceit to think so, HNo one can build

5) Finally, but by no means leust, ws do all this in an internation~-
al context. Indeed, in meny respects, aspecially theoretically, they are way in
advance of us, ac witness the paperbacks appearing in other countries where wa are
yet to have one here,
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2) Theoretically end Internationally

e didn't cite Trotekyist teilending of Meo, despite the heritage
of Trotsly's opposition to him, in order to waste any tears over this transforma-
tion, The living Trotaicyists surely are epigenes. But they are net very important
and do not influance eany great mass of people, What is important, and whet has hsd
2 baleful influence historically, for ke was the living link of continuity with
Lenin and the groat October Nevolution, was Leon Trotsoky himsolf. ‘

For too long, the non-Camunist laft has been gripped in the most
torrible of all logics,; the logle of empiricism, bouncing from side to side, affir-
ming “"theories", dropping them and tullding ever "new" cnes based on the limitlsss
possibilities presen'cad to one whose point of departure is pot the objective law
of capiialist development in strict relationship to ths revolt of the masses, but
vwho, inctend, gresps on to this or thet single promunciamento wkich means “all"
«= whether that be "collectivization" in Tibet, or Chine's "Red" Army but not
. Inner Mongolia's unbridled campaign of Pan-dongolianiem, including the glorifica~
tion of Genghia Kban, all aimed at Cuter Hongolia, Tke resuliing undisciplined
vorbigge and shifting generalizations based on the headlines of the mosent and the
inner fighta in the "ocommunist world”, whether "“in oppositzon" to 1t or ntherwise,
i3 a siclkmess that has too long aapped “tha Left",

Eiatury will surely not forg:i.ve a third failure to penetrate through
to the claus nature of estoblished Comouniem, just beveuss it is clethed in Marxist.
terminology ~ first in Russia, then Yugoslavie, and now Chins, The pull of
etate power so clothed is tut a reflection of the adminintrative mentality that is
the mark of our state-capitalist nge which mekes all intellectusls, those who
would be revolutioniats even as those who ara petty~bourgecis, overly seger "to
lead the masses" but not at all ready io listan to their ory, not for production
targets, but for = human life, .

‘We alone have, sver sinoe ths theoretic uolla.psa of the Bourth
Intema.tionnl during the Hitler-Btalin Pact ayd outbresk of World War II, bullt
-bazic new theoretic foundations that met the Challenge of the times. In 1941
we began the elaboration of the théory of state-capitalism which accounted not
only for the transformation of Soviet Russia into its oppesite, tut saw it as the
new world stage of capitalism.

This was followed by the founding of News & Letters, 2 bit tardily but not
at all a.ocidentally, since our analysis of the new stage of capltzlisc was never
separated from the concrote stage of workers revolt and aspirations. The estabe
lislment of a newspaper, not "for" the workers, but where the workers hesrd ‘hem~
selves speak, and besrd themselves speak in a miliou which refused to meperate
practice from thao_:.:g, or theogx from Ez_-gctioe, was, in feot, a step Zyom thosm
who got Btuck in the economism of state~capitnlism and ware unable to mova forward
10 the Humeniem inmherent in the political maturity of the masses in yevolt.

Nor was it an accident that on the eve of the Hwigarian Revolution
the full slaboration of the Humanlsn of Marxism for ocur epoch was comploted, and
Marsien and Freedom saw publication as the first sputnik whirled in ocuter space
without solving & single problem for the working people who huigered instsad for
8 nev sooliety on this earth.
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Une stage of the nearly two decades of theoretic clerification came
to a conclusion in 1958 whem — under the whip of the counter-revolution (Defaulle's
accaesaion to power despite a Communist Party of one million)-~ we appeeled to ths
international groupings wno had broken with both cepitalims and Communisn for a
Tegroument capable of meeting the challenges of the times, Only partially wae
this successful. Instead of meeting our contribution to totally new theoretic
foundations « Marxdem and Freedan — with as comprehensive a contribution of their
own IF they didn't nccept Maryist-Humaniem, the groups agreed only to fight against
both poles of world capitalism == Russis and the US, They neitber met the phile-
sophic challenge of Horzist-fhumanism, nor counterposed to it enother philosophFe.
Once again the international Marxist movement left philesophy on the book shelves.

Times have, however, greatly chenged with the Italian publication
of Yarxigno et Liberta. A significant aign of the contrast of the times is The
indepsndent growth of Marxist<Humanist ‘groupinga. Editions of Marxiem and Freedom
.ere due both in Japan and Argentina — countries that will be mwost Bffested by the’
new aplit in the state-capitaliet camp, It is a gign of the msturity of the masgs
movement that they Peel without such an unfurling of a banner, we would ba forced
once again to play the tail end to estcblished, tbat is to say, emagculated Marx— .
ism. ' . . g ‘ . k

not only the theory, but the currency of today's headlines. (Friends will ba able

further to follow this in the special Introduction to the Japansse edition which

- we will publish as & special Political letter just me -soon as we hear from the
Japanese Marrist-Humanists, ) ' : . :

Here too the imperative need is for a paperback that conld se:ve
both US and Great Britain, Whether the special supplement on Mao Tse-tung will
need to be published as a special pamphlet by ourselves, or whether we will age
fually produce it as part of the new book on Harxist<Humaniem and ‘the Underdeval=
oped Vorld which it was intended for, depends on whether the organization can re-
lease the cheimman from organizational work, and itself work on native grounds
toward the achievement of organizational growth. Surely we have never besn bettar
equipped for the latter now that we alsc havo a conoretization of Marxiem and
Frosdom in American Civilization on Trial, The fact that, ebjectively, there will
be a pause in the rush to nuclear war will create new opportunities for Karcist-
Humanjiam. The decizion on the release of tho chairman which i85 up to the plermm
is not an "organizational one", but one of total recognition ol the uniquensss of

Marxist-Humaniem, organizationally as well as theoretically.

The new feature in all of these editions is that a group, An organi. :
Z2ation, Teels the need of Marxist-Humaniom as its theoretic foundation. BSince the
Japanese edition will include as its appendixthe study of Haoz it will indeed have




