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32 Draft Resgolution-
INEAS AND ORGANIZATION

Introduction: The Time Io Late .

The erisls over Berlirm dlscloses tha build=up for war, both nilitar-
1ly and in the deprivation of labor and civil righis, Thls hus characterized
the whole period fiom the U-2 incident and Khrushchev's noisy break-up of the
Elgechower Paris summib in 1960 to the quist Ehruskchev—Xennedy Vienna
Sumnlt in 1961, The politesess of the summiteers only served to dramatize
the fact that each 1s carryirg = big etick, both in military prowess ant in
tha sirasslehold over lahor and minorities, Quite obviously, on bath siden
of the Iron Curtain, a decislon has been mide that, when bralnwashing fails
to brirg obedience, terror must be used, Ever since tha inowasion of Guba,
the asimgashere emanating from the Fennedy Adminietratfion has ingnired the
type of {bought control that marks the road to totalitarleniem,

The latest military air show that Khrushchev put on, coupled with
the new laws against "idiera" and the speech lavding horss mea’ ms a dellcasy,
Bul up the meauaing of these times for the Russian workers, The incrsase in
military epending and doubling of tha draft quotas, while & milliocn remain
unemployed, the use of the Tafi-Hartly Act againat the maritime workers as
well as the Jailing of the Freedom Riders”gum up the maaning of this period.
for the American worklng peopls, Clesrly, the assmasinabion of the Socikliat
Asanuma in Japan, and of Frewier Lumomba in the Congo, on the ono baud; the
military coup of the IFrench Generals in Alglers against the Pranch Government
along with the French Governmentis mirdercus attack on Tunisla, on the other,
as well as the stillborn tractors~for-humne deal between CastBols Cuba and
"peivate citizens® of the Urited States, are not the accidental results of a
lunatic fringe, dlthough theee do not apparently directly relate to the
laading contenders for world domination — Rugsia end the United States --,the
events mentioned are symbolic of tha innermost essence of the sge of ata.ta
capltall 4m and its automated I¢BMe bent on global. dentruction.,

Now that the U,N. has ghown 1tself tc be not only & ta_kahogebﬁt el

actusl military force being used by Weptern imperielism 3n.the underdeveloped
countries, Russia will not be satisfisd with implanned-for windfalls, es
Castro™s Cabe has oroved to be to 1t, but will proceed to devalop. in s plan-
ned manner, the disintegrative forcea from Germany to Lans, making sure that
#peace’ movemenip dot the home countries of Western imperianlism, Politically,
it would therefore ampear that all we need to do 1is republich last yearip
Regolution on War and Peace, placing over it a slgn reading: URGENT.

In truth, although that Resolution is more wvalid then ever, 1% doesn
not, and could not have dealt with the new elements: (1) such intensification
of war preparations that peace itsmelf has become war by other means; (2} the
ney cenber of gravity deaig:a.ted by the EKennedy Administration®s re-astablish—
ment of capliglistic Europe as the key to the world etruggle for power;

{3) the loms of a foothold in Africs and the winning of one in Latin America,
which have impelled Ruspia to grab at the new of the colonlal revelutlons and
make that the key %o ths policies of all Commuaist Partiss, At the same time
the Africen Revolutions, having reached the cross romda between the two
nuglear titans, are beginning 'to form btlocs which show that "neutrzlism' has
iopy ite naivety, IDecause of this vhenomenon, ncutralism has etopped being
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& dirty word in the Umited States and, ence again, »id world powers are tug-
€ing at Afriea, Asla, the Middle East, iotin Amorica, that thans become
"neutrally" for "tke Emst!" or for Mthe West." Presantly, Russia flirts even
vith Eatanga, All is fair in o wer for single world dominstion,

The very intensification of wmr preparatione and the urgency of the
tines compel a return not only to principles of anti~war struggle but to the
fundamentals of the nev in world production, The time is late, and we cannot
walt for the new book — nor delay it, 4And yet we mmet concretize this new
stego of automated production that eosms to have mde a "discontinuous’ laap.
Leam into epece with Sputniks, vaungusrds, Luniks, orbital and sub-orbital
menned flighta as well ae wmmanned ICBMa abound; and there are plunges inty
the dspths of the pceens with the Polaris, Put ¥5% %o bs asern is amy seriocus
industrialization of the underdeveloped sconstties or amy "newsr 1ifef in the
technologiecally advarced landa, On the other hand, just as both the Hungarian
Rovolution and the African Revolutione opened a new stage of world congsclious—
8805, so the latenoss of the hour must mean tho practicing of Marxist-Hmmens ot
philosophy in organizetional work, < Hatifonally and internstionally, ths
reletionship btetwosn idens and organization has enided the near-standstill in
the continulty of Marxis:y thought, compelling rogroupment, It is in this light
that our own activities and perspectives mugt be eoneidsrsd, Hence the divisicn

-

of this Regolution into the following sub~headingss

"X, "Discontimulty" in Production and Conditions of Labor
II. Continuity of Thought, or Prascticing Marxiet-Humanist Philosophy
IIl.Activities and FPerspectives ‘ - :

L I

I. ‘"Diecontinuity® in Productien and Gonditions of Labor

As dlptinet from the Industrial Rewoluton ot the end of ths 18th
century which produced ouwr machine age, the Scientific Revolution in the mid—
20th century got its epurt from the war and is wholly dominated by it, The
"new weapons system" 1s not Just a new form of *blietekrieg”, Rather 1t -
threatans the extinction of civilisation mltogether. Batween 15451954, when
Ruspia troke, first, Amsricats A-bonmb monopely, and, then, achisved "parity"
vith her in E-bombs, it hag bacome clear that wiile such Taarity? becomes a
oinor deterrent to miclear wer today, 1% is a mejor stimulun to war tomorrow,

The "tomorrow" has moved ever nearer since October, 195?,"&1911 Bussia

shot out front with the launching of the Sputnik. Thereby, however, also hangs

a tale, the truth of capitalistic production = its exploitation, ite:"pro~
duction for production's sake®, its contradictory growth while degrading the
worker to an appendage of a machine, and 1ts never-ending development of mesns
of production at the expense of the means of consumption, TFor, while the
Sputnik vhows indeed an impressive magtory of the techniques of Automation,
sutomated production in Ruseis has no different Slawvg content than it has in
the United States, In both the conditions of labor have worsensi: apsed-ups
in production have heightensd tenuions and increassd industrial aceldaents,

The shortage of labor that eontinuss to cheracterize Russian ro=-
duction exgresses in no wncertain terme the workers! opposition to automated
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production, Productivity of labor, which remains the decisive factor in the
determination of a new socisl order, spells out Russia's industrial tack=
wardness more definitively than its gpectacular space achiavemsnto spell oumt
its military "firgt-edress”, To single cut ICBMa, or even machine tools ixn
order to claim the ovnosite is indeed what has been called "misplaced con~
croteness,” « and total blindness to the clase content of worid production
in tho age of ‘state capitaliem at the quintessential turning noint in history
¢alled the Second Industrial Revolution,

.Production in Bussin, while it has much to do Mo catch up® with
meens of consumotion, such as it 1s under private capitalism, continuss to be
diverted to non-productive uses, At both poles of world ‘capital, nuclear
energy iz used, not to traneform desarts into capes, or o bring about & simp
ultensous developnent of agrifulture and industry, thus laying the groumdwork
for abolishing the ago-old c¢loge distinction between city apd commtry, tut for
the destructive vuyposes of war,

'.‘I."he radical vho vants to begin arguing oh capitalistically leid,,
groud as to the "rate” of industrial develompment in this or thet cowntry
should be yprepared to lauwd "the miracle® of West German production on the )
_ Tuing of Werld War II, War deatruction achievea ovarnight what the relentless
- procese of technological revolutions and deprecistion of existing eapital take
years to do , And the country thnt is modern enough to resvond in terms of the
lateat davelonmnta in the production process — as Russis, Germary, -and Jepen
were, but China was not -~ experiences "mirdcles," Uerman production, Rusalan
acience, and Japanese goods are flooding the Western merketw now. On thea other
had, in China, where there wag no heavy industrial structure, the vastnens of
the land, and the 600 million humana eovid not yroduce a modern gteel industry, -
despite the State Plsn. Both poles of world capital mour millions, if not to
industrialize geriously the underdseveloped economles, then certainly to win
the minde of mem. Put these lands are poorer than ever, After ecenturies of
capitalist world dominatlon, two-thirds of the world is still starving]

Above all, the atomic mge ¢annot vromise oitherhdvanced or teckward economy
any "miracles" of production: a nuclear holocaust can destroy the greatest of
all productive forces —humanity itself,

‘Technologlically, of course, the world developmsnt of automsted
produetion, nuclear cnergy, gould spell cut a different path to industrial-
izatlon than capltalism. There not only is a backlog of 100 years of railwy
devalopment and 50 of aeroplans, coal, iron, stecl, chemical and electricsl
1nﬂ.ustr5.an. but, as ohe source yuts it: fIt will be' poesible to mse artificisd
fertilizers, tractors, modern agricultm-e machinery, modern urtificial Zrrig-
ation, electricity, atomic energy and so on in the countries of Asla long
before the requisite metallurgical, chemical and elactrical industriss are
developed there,™ (The Military apd Industriml Revolutions of Our Time by Fritg
Sternberg:s p. 192). As tha African Revolutions showed, no forces on earth
can gtoy humaniiy's devulopment forward and where the peopls in the technologe
1eally backward countrios dared and won indevnenfance sgainst all odds and with
the grsatest speed, there you have a creative upsurgs of millions of people
who can eanily magtar the "techniques” of indstrialization yrovided thess are
avallable, and they will be awailable to them, zot under eapitalism, but when
workers control production and thereby give a totally new impules to its
develomment,
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The development frem cempetition through monopely to state control
18 only a menifiestation of the jmnep davelopment of capitalist production frox
cooperation to mamufacturs through machinofacture or “the automston,” That is
vhy Marx'e amalyeis of capitalist development ramsins walid for our dey.
Marx digcerned that the dlalectic of the concentration and centraliratlon of
capital would lead, at one snd the pam time, to fesntralization of capital
in the hands of one sipgle capitalist or one pingle capitalist corporation”
and the wiemployed army, unless "new forcos ani nev pagsions” would wmdermine
the syctem and Hulld a new ons, ‘ '

. Teain sumed up the entire difference botween the Second and the Third
Internationsls, between those who talked socialism aund those who were building
it, by the sole disbtinction of the gonditions of lsbor. Since old radicale -
no longer base themselvas wholly on the proletariat, they do not stop to ask
questions eithor as to the conditiens of labor ot tho‘ln'tolaiars.a.t. or as to
the Tpecumilated wealth" of Emesian production, Consaquently, they see naither
that of all ths Industrially developed ‘countries Ruseis 1s gtill backward,
both in industry and in agriculture, It in the only industrially developed
country that still has over 40§ of its population working in agriculture.
‘Bhrushechev admits that in per capita predustion, the Unlted States bas &

3 ¢ 1 superiority. The super Jets fly sbove muddy roads, and housing is a0
scarce that the best a peternalistic Fhrushchewr could dp to rewnxd ths first
logmonsut was to give him a four-roow apartment,

. In a word, Russis may bs superior in' the. thrust of 1¢s rockete and
jet bombers and the other paraphanalia of war, bub that 1 distinctly gapif~
alistic, Production, contimuous or "discontinugus} ie following no new
path in Fussiay much lese in China, that differs fundamentally from its

development wmder private capitailem, |

_ _  The challengo, the greatness, the maturity of owr ege is dus to ths
fact, gpd oniy to the fact, that tho manees ate so highly dsveloped, s0
auvdaselous in their challenge of the mighty, so talented in the ability to use
. the latest technologieal inventions inmirthe remotest buches that they need not
follow the capitnlist path to industrislization, provided power remains in
their own hands, - : ) ) '
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TI. The Comtiruity of Thoughty Practicing Marxist Euwmnigt Fhilosophy

The totality of the world crisls as we epproach war hes trought %o
an end the groping for new ideas and a aew type of raewlutionary actlvity that
had enlive ned the European movements in the years since 1956 whan Russiats
erushing of the Humgarian Revolutior trought ebout an sxodus from the Communist
Parties, Even as the might of the Russian armies crushed the Hungarian Revolu—
‘tionariea, so the might of the Russlan "msss medis,” in and out of Russia and
its satellites, lays a pall over independent thinking and succesds in dubbing
the nev revolution in Marxist thought as "Revisionist,” "Hegelian," Fidealistie,”
T"reactionsary utipian," stc, The indspsndent Marxist grouplnge in Western Purope
did not contribute much to the search for & totzl philoeophy by those who had
newly troken from Communism, becauss by row thay themuelvos sicol nakted in their
emoiricism and, in the despair over thes gmellness of their number were raady to
cast ashore on any "new' chip, even ons tha% had no rudder,

If the hallmark of our state ocapitslist aze is that overybody wemts.
tu lesd, nobady to listen, it is no leas true that meny wvho hed brokan with the
concept of "the party to laad" ghars with the "wanguardiste® the disdnin for
the Hegellan reota of Marxism, It is npt only that fhe Inter-relationshin of
. philosophy end politlcs vhick gave birth to-Marxiem as theorv and the practice

of theory had so long been storad away as a mera "héirloom.? It 1u, above all,
that they are blind to."the masses ng _m ;

" It becomes neceasary t.herei‘ore once a@din to repeat our ABO's ¢

© Over 100 years a.go ‘Jarx saw that the very degpsdation of the laborer

%o an appendage of a meching wovld produce in him "a striving for wiversaliem,®
. the Marxian theory of iiberation vhich was born out of the actusl smbtruggles of

the prc.le"a.r at of hig tine, was so desply rooted in Hegslien uhilosorhy — .is,
in fact, c-r“l‘.&g};{ ingeparable from &t - becwuss it was that which pupplied the
"mias:l:g Tini¥ vetaosn history as "accident? and history as a tots.lity of the
pasi sud present sctions of men vhich determine their futurs, Marx's concept of
‘revolution wes liltawine Wtotal® —= the old torn up Yy ite roots in depth and in
breadth and new dimensions created, The "negation of negation" was not narely
the abolition of capitalism but the abolition of sll that stems from 1t: - ths
division Detween mental and manual labor. batwesn sclence and philosophy, ‘bat—
‘ween work and life,

.

Mar davaloped his theoTy of the u.ni.ty of thovght and action, phil-
osophy and revolubion, btecause he held a vislon of & new world, or Ppositive
Eumanism,” vhich involved the unfolding of the world’s greatest historic live
drama of humen 1liberationm, a peli~creation by, millions of humen beings who would
reshape history "mot ocut of whols cloth,” but as thoy found 1t in fact, in ths
class strugsies, & world they had not created, though they had producted all itse
materinl goeds, To him history was not for contemplation: 1t wes for the knowe
ledgeatle building of the fuburs, It was not a "hersafter;” it was to btegin
this very day in the etruggles vhich would u.nita theory apd prectice, relsase the
mtapped creative energies of sver mew millions, thum ending the "pre-hlastory?®
or clags history of men, and begining his tras, huymep history,

The grandeur of this vieion was lost by the "Marxists" after Marx of
the days of the Socisliet Internationzl (18809-1414) which had torn Marx from his
Hegellan moorings, stripped him of his humanism, and transformed him into an
aconomic determiniat,

- . et "te w2 -7 '-'3156




6)
Idsas and Organization {Con't) ¢

The one grain of truth vihlch acceunted for this vitiation of Marxien
was the fact that !farx could net have discovered "historical) matdrizldsm® had
ho net steod Hegel "right side up," The one grain of truth became the Big Lie
long befors the Russian Communist FPary — after the death of Lenin -« grabbed
hold of 1% in order to arm vulgar materialism with state Dower, thereby estabd-
lishing the connbter-revolutlon yithin the revolutionary movement itself, 'I'l:l.e
only new elemsnt in this post Marxiot "Marxism® waa the menner in which
counter-revoluiion, having lost its old, private capltalistic foundations, ha‘.ld
on lil’e a vamire to ihe pew fg B3 —- from ths Soviet Powsr to the State M

:l.nclu:ligg the - 627 larguage of !-!argnn-;,gininm.
i‘haorat.tcal]s. a veluahle contridbution was made by us when we made

poblic what Lenin had kspt prients = his Fhilosgphic Molstooks = wilttsz at the
tims he broka with eatablished Marxiam and rot\n-ned insteed to the eriging in

Hegelian philosephy, especially Hegslls Sgisnce of Logig,

As wo ghewed in MARXISH AMD FREEID‘{. 211 ef Benin's werks anﬂ. actions
from then on wers permeated with the new sense of the contomoraneity of "the
dislectic" — the self-movement, the self-activity, the self-brganizstion, the
solf-dsvelepment of those who would reconstmt soc!.aty on new 'baglnings throuvgh
‘2 Wity of thought and action.

This never meant to ua that thera ws noth.mg left for our gweneration to
do dut to'repeat Lenin, Our own Teturn to the dealectic, though basged on Mmrx

" and Lenin, had entirely new foundatione: (1) the Amsrican workers, who, in thelr
battle with Autematinn, raised the quastions of aliennted labor apd the quaation.
of a nsw relationsliip between thinking and doing: (2) the Emet European rewvolts,
begining in East Germany in 1953, going through the ferment in Poland, and com~
ing tc a climax in thy Hungarian Ravolution of 1956, - Sinee ths publication of
MARXISH AND FREFDOH #e added the third new foundation opened by African Rewnlu-
‘tions, Lenin did not dream,. olther aas he ve—rend Eegel or as he led the Russimn
Rewnlution or as he net up vith the Chinase Ruwvolution led by Sun Yat Sen that -
_ven Africa came on the scene, so many new iratlons wounld be born and the worid '
shaken to its' foundationc in less than o decads, Nor was the solf-activity of
the proletariat at the point of prodnction as concrete for him ag 1t wae in
politiea.

.

In a word, Lenin had kept his Philosorhic Notebaokg "privake" nnt only
because of the urgency of the times - the new world there was to bwild., Thig
wma-frue, bub not the wiole truth. No, it was because the toial philosophy hg
had mastered —- and {as wee obvious from his Will) he hoped hiis leadership
~ would magter —- was nol ya: concelved as one ths workers would either masber
soon; -~ or fall prey o a new intellectual ureaucrasy. Even as Lenin warnsd
prophetically ageinst the Communist "passion for bossing”, vhich might eause
a retuwrn "backwards to capltaliem®, ho still 4id not ses the counter~revolution
&8 coming from tha vory men who had led the rawolution, Bvan though he sensad
the debilitating effuct of a Marxist theoretlcian {Bulkharin) who 414 not "fully
understand the dialeciic,” he died believing that all "factional struggles
would etralghten themcelves out, and asking the Party not to hold ths weaknegses
of the leadership againet 1t,

Kearly four decades have passed since then, Our genoration has witnegsed
u total transformation into opposite of the Soviet gtate (into o stete capitalist
soclety), But at the opposite pole, wo witneas at the eame time the complete
maturity of the masses even in the most undsrdeveloped countrles ~ Asia, Lptin
America, the Hiddle East, Afriom above all. When the African Freedom Fighters
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made themselves heard, they did s not only as fightars againetopprogsior, but
as builders of e totally new philosophic foundation — the univerealiem of tech-
nology becoming the basls for & nev humnism vhich wlll embrace the whole world,
Ap Seltou Tours put 4% in one of hig npeachsst "In the realm of thought, man ean
claim to be the brain of the world, but on the concrote level of real 1ife, whers
any occwrencd will affect both the physical and spiritual bYeing, tha world is
glvays tho train of man, ... The sclence regulting from all humnn knowledge has
no nationnality ..ee. African unity offers the world a new humanism ,.., Thig 1s
above und beyond the problem of Wast Africa, and as fer removed from the gsuarrels
thet divide the highly daveloped countries as are the conditions and aspirations
of the Africen peopie.? (Quoted in "Hetionsiidm, Communiow, Marxist Bumuniam
pnd the Afro-Asian Bevolution,! . 32)

Here too the hour is late. We rust meet the philesophic chellenge not
merely in "writinga” but in practicine vhilosophy, As mas shown in the expan—
sion of our activities ~ both An Pwritinga® (Workerg Battls Automation as well
as the BEritish Xdition of the Afro~hsian pamphlet) and in the participation in
the Freedom 316.93 for raclal aquality - wo have besen breaking down the division
between theory and action in whatever woy we ~ould, Ths new facdt in our sctiw-
1%y, in tura, has dicclosel & more integral link bdtween 1desas and urganization._
Ihip link, or mnpifestation, ztml._& 2% one ppd the game time, the new atage
of daveloyment of the gelf-petivity of the maseag, and the Lejaigg_@ ip of our
gommitiegs to other groupd and movemants, This relationship is taken up in anote
her thesis, (See Ryoriing With Other Organizations,” Dscusslon Bulletin )
What concerns us here is the .overall concept uf the relationship of 4deay and
crganization, hoth as a historic question, and as an urgent and immediate quac—
tion. We are once again confrnnted by, the sharp contrast betveen the technol=
ogleal, politicnl.ph ildsophical, in a word, total maturity of our age and its
Froedom Fighters, on the ,one hand, and, on the other hand, the spactacle of
Marcist theoreticions, accepting every cupitalist ground-ruté for debate from
the methodes to be used by the Freedom Riders in tho United Statea to the obpo-

sition to the Common Market along with the most insular British censervatives pid
the most ocutuard-bound Zommunlets,: No more than a ghort decade ago the Commmints
sucked all "into the “Gerlm.ny' mst be reunited? slogan, and noyw egeryons is for
8 "remlpolitik® of two separate Germanys duly legelized by ¥hrushchev and Kenn=
edy Pco—oxlating” in the Mfreo city of Berlin.® Ae in Surope, so in the United
States some Marxiste bave' spent 20 years Tanalysing® Commnism ne state cepltal-
ism, and not only in Fuosia but az a world phenomenon in the adminivtrative man—
tality of intellectual leadars ms well as in production —— only to get sucked
into apologetics for Castro's Cuba na 1f the Cuban Revolution hadn't brought to
‘life the dichotomy in the nractice of rewnlution betwssn the self-doveloping
masses and the leaderchip 'bent on mroduction regults and the State Flan, as if
conditions of labor and : Mctivlty by the worker-producers were not tbe
only defonas of any revolution,

A reformulation of the relationship betwsen theory and practice — the
notion of & new Msubject,? that 1a to nay, the foree, the himan force of the
new society — 1g of the essence now, It is no lounger a qusstion of theory.

It has become & life-and-death question for the African Revolutions at the
croagroed; for the American Negroes ridicg the Freedom Busses to Miosisaippl
Jeile as well as for British workers facing extended automatddaproduction in
order for Britich capital to cogpete with their "allies,” VWhatever were
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Xeanedy's motivaticns for re-satablishing Western Eurcpo as the kay to the world
sitvation, the point is that as Marxiatg we must expound the indivisibility of
the technokogically advanced cowmtries and the underdeveloped seconomies, If, ns
Lenin put it in hin time, the road to the abolition of capitelism as a world
aysten may lesd through Peking, rather than Berlin, it is no less true fer ouwr
times than it yaa for his, that, without Berlin, the rgconstruction of soclely
2n pev truly hwmn beginninzs wpuld Do 1y irpeded, if upt meds iemospible.
Berlin, iloscow, Lonion, Paris, ldlan, Bew York are qgnnte-aenual to Accra,
Havans, Tokyo, Dar-Ee-Salasm, Conakry, Fong EKnog, Cairo, Caleutbta, Without ths
interchange of advsnced and underdeveloped economiss, all are bound for nuclear
destruction, Just ns the working people had the right, ever since the degener-
ation of the Bugsian Revolution, %o ask "What happens after? Are we to be coa-
fronted after every revolution vwith a new bureauciucyif @0 the Marxist m=prensnt
met anle itsolf why the etarnsl division betwsan philosophic theory afid dnily
practice, . B '

Wo must begip to practice Msrxist Humenist philosophy instozd of Just
‘talk sbout it or "use it aa an analyticad tool." Instead of shying mmmy from
Hagollan expreesionsg, we mst ehow that 1t s not perversity or obetinacy that
compels the use of the phranes — Mgubjeotivity” vhich bas Tabaorbed abjectivity?
or the "uocond negation” inetead of Just the slmnle expression "the forward
movement ¢f humanity,® ) : C

By no accident, nmesrly 100 years bsfore the sbolition of private pro~
perty in Russia felled to bring a new social order ¥arx stated, ih his Gritique
of the Hepelian Diplectic that Comrunism wes not the form of the new hunzn socc—
loty, that only after "the ze ond negation,® that it to eay, the negatlon that
followed the abolitlon of priwate capitelism, could thera arige positive Bun-
aniem, beginning from itaelf, . L
: " Marx$s prophotic vislon sas not dus to the fact that ho was a "proghet?
but because he disdluctieally carrisd mroletarian practice into theory, achleving
for the whole of mankind vhat Hegel had achlaved only for the philosophers,

- But without Hegel!s philowophical anshievement, there counld have beon no Marxlen
philosophy, Fothing at sll can substitute for the beginning of a new age such

ge had mfolded with ths great Irench Rewolution, Marx was not alive then; the
genius who lived 4in that great historic period was Hegel, . )

In pumming up the thilesophies up to his time, Hegel gathered all the
catagories and pushed them straight up against the history of humanity in =
live (5.B, diclectic) confrontation, His genius could add a nev dimension to.
thought because he lived at a great historica Junction and we can Zo more re—
vrite that history to mlease the empiricists sho want to deal only with ths
. "new" of Soday{as if that had no history and just grew up 1ike Topsy) than we
could forget the tasks of cur own times and merely Jump into the future,
Bacauas the self-activity of the French magses tors up the 0ld soclely by 1ta
raots, Hegel could give the dialectic or development through contradiction a
pev dimension, Bacausa Napolemon, and not the mllenium, followed the Erench
Rovolution, Hegol was forced back to his ivory tower to look for a wnity of
theory and practive in the Absolute, JYet the yuli of ths future on the progent
was 80 overshelming in the thought of that genius, that the logic of his Abaso-
1utee breathed a totally new, earthy air,

Bacauss the proletarict ef the 1943 ravolutions waa o very different
clna.u‘thun the fledgling p}'nletaﬂat of 1789, srd because Marx did not isolate
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himehlf 1n an ivory towsr tut partitipated actively in the proletarian sove-
mont, hig philosophy was a concrote, "positive Humnism, beginning from iteelf,P
and not an sbatract idealism out of the heat of n philosopher, ,

Our age ie 100 years lator than Marxz's and the rmaturity of thes masgeg,
in bedtwerd ag in sdvanced ecoromies, marke them iruly as the foubjectivityt
that has absorbed "objactivity,” that is to ay, the proletariat that is master
of the objective wrld, sature enough not enly to win revolutions tut to apply
aclence along with the tranefarmad production relations to the reconstrustion
of aociety. Thersfore, theory is not merely for the "naw book,” tut for the
life of the organisatfon, The practics of philosophy mant become a way of life,
It may anpear that philosophic terms like taubJactivity® that has absorbed
fobJectivity i awe wseless hangzsvars +hen oos can Miranalate” all these inte
the aimple political "slogons,” In & wuth, there hae naver besa s ddcialve
turning~point in history that did not find that mere slogans as the worthloss
paraphanalia that turned out to offer no guide at all as to which fork in the
Tosd to teks, One has alvays had to reach desper than the appearance. And
in faet there wsre all soris of enemles within the proletarian movement, as
well as out of it, that wers shouting "¥ollow ms," and nons at eil wera there
to ligten to.the new, hardly digcernible fores, that vointed another way..

History whows this wnn trus for Marx, It was trus for Lenin, Histo _
also shows that thoge who balked at going deeper into the theoretic past before
leaping shead at the mers noisineww of "Follow me, and move fmst in doing 1t,7
wore left at the crosersads to remain tut s footnote to history. -Such a bypath
was Trotolyism, None, in all. the varisd splinters pince, hag rigen even to the
low atature of a footnele to hiatory, ‘

: The halmark of ths Humanisn of Marxism at 4t avelvad out of a critique
of the Hegelian dinlectics and the practica of the yroletariat is thisy vhen - °
self-activity is moved frou thought to man, then and only then doen the self=
organization of the proleturist = whether in trade unions, communen, parties,
councils, revolutions, soviets — become a nev social order, And then and only
Lhen dogg the aelf-orzandgation of the nroletariat and the forward movement of

T h ity becomo one an? tho same. It 3 this single process of the world and of
thought, of means and ends, of lifa and work, of "nity of mentel and menval
labour, of theory and practice, that has produced Marsiem as philosophy and mmde
the young Marx write: "ie philosophy finde its material weapons in the prolate
ariat, so the vroleterint discovars its Antellsqtual weapons in vhilosorphy,..

' Fhilosophy is the hea of this emancipation, and the vroletariat its hegrt,
Fhilosonhy camiot resliss itself without abolishing the proletariat, and the
rroletariat ecannot smancipate ftself without realising philogophy,”? This char—
acterizes our age more concretely than all the slogans for "tmmediate action®
of all the old radicals put togother,
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11T, Activities and Porspectivea

The year since the Convention has Been one of modest growth in mem=
bership and considerable developmweat in many other fields, most notably our
participntion in Freedom Ridea, But, whother we tuke our polint of departurs as
the publication of WOREERS BATTLE AUTOMATION hara cr the new edition of the
Afro-Asian pamphlet by the Laft Group of the Cembridge Univeristy lebour Club
in England; whather we consifer the new hight achleved vith having a full-timg

neroon 4in the offies, or the umual lseturs tour by the Hatlonal Chairman vhich
this time, however, resulted both in new members and in a different reilationship
to the African revolution through the actue) mesting of some of the young African
stulents in this cowntry; vhether we detail the nctivity with Negre youth on
piclet-lines, stoad-ins, and Freedom Rides, or the reguwd isenance of "Nowe and
Iottars® and the special Freedonm Ridar 1ssuey there 1s nn doubt that cur act-
ivity has been intonsive, when measursd ngainst owr mumerlsnl wealmass, The
srallnens of ovr nembership, however, stands out, and that with the nesded ex-
pansion of ouwr gubecribers must precceupy us till the next convention, It goes
vithout caying that we will take no otep backward in finally having mde our—
,solved responsibie for a full-tige person in the offles, Jor the greatest of
all our wopknsgees 1g that too many routines still fall upon the Chedrman and

it becams impossible to comilate the draft of the new book.

Just as wa could not have divided the establiechment of "Hews and
Lettérs” from MARXISH ARD FREEDOM, eo, in vieving our nerspectives we can
neither divide the new haok from the projected na.mph‘.l.et ‘on Freedom Rides ner
. from freeing the Chairman for a full 6 months to zakb the trip to Africa and
co@lete the hoolk, . -

Vhen o Freedom’ Fighter from C‘ﬂ.l.lnea. anﬂa'ﬂ. as from Los éngelea. at
the young age of 17 or 19, meets a Marxist-Humnist both ag e thecretician and
as a participant in his struggles for freedom, the communication achieved bet-
ween them bears witnesas toc ths Tact of the s0lidity of the theoretical foundat-
ion and therafore of the pradtige that flows inevitmbly from it, Such an
Maceidental” meeting 4s no more an accident than a carsfully planned British
edition of the Afro-Aelan pemphlet by an independent grovping, It My be no
substitute for a British edition of our main theoretical work, MARXISH AXD
FRZEDOM, by British Marxigt-Humeniots (which we do think will finally be real-
ized within the year) but all our achievements this year are the measure of the
digtinctiveness of eur Marxigt-Humanism s an organizatiop, It 4o true we never
have, and do not now, maks a pretense to being "a party¥, We remain Committees
btut thess News and Letteras Committeas dizclose the type of rulaticnship betwren
ideas and organirzations which shows a mich cloner regemblance to the salfwcrge
anization of the proletariat and youth than it does to gplinter groups,

In a wrk, ve diffor not oniy frob organirzations llice COHE with
vhich we collaborate on one or another activity but from orgnizations that do
consider thepmselves Marxist, but vhich elther repeat old clishes and sce noth-
ing new in our decado, ar show a disémin for "gystems —of-ideas bullders.¥ Ths
truth is that neither "activisn” per g nor theorotical discussion of only the
"asw" can replace vhat the foundars of Marxism have bHuilt up in a century,
iithout building on that foundation, ono is only repeating ths old error of
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trying "to electrify the masses "from the outaide” or "from the inaide,® Such
an attitude is proof only of tha leep-roctednsss of the concept of "the baok-
warfvegs of the manses™, Or, if we may borrow a ghrass from Shaiespeare, it
18 "u beginning that doas ndlnow ite end,” a drame they have started to direct
without having any retloa of its outcuma, Proleturians have clase instincts
tha¢ carry them far in thelr strvggle for freelsw; ipyelledtuals have no such
profowud insbinats end refusing o tent themeatves by history is not a procf
of “apoutaneriy." Massive or scattered leaflets, Sracte, will not enly mot
nrod izs a uovement; they will impede the workers own spontancous activity that
is arelacing thelr hunger for a total vhibsophy. Hazx not only opposed the
peily bolrgeoia intellectunllna gmbgtitution of tha Tgonwlutiona of his mindd
for the actusl class strugglei’ he opmosed as vigorous)y the Waltlings who
raraded their Fproleterianism’ as a substitute for theory, \

Marxist regroumment is, no doubd, s necassity -— nationally, and, inter-

. nationally, .But without a comprehensive theorotical-philosophic foundation,
they erly lead to new splinters, The soubination of thought-out analyses,
theorelical concsptions, worked badiward into hisioxy and forwaxd into ths
prosent sre of the sesancd bocsuge the unity, and enly the uniiy, of the self-
developlng movements of the workers, Fagrees and youth mseting wp with the
squally celf-developing movement from theory will mroduce Fa bheginning that .
mows 1its end,® - ‘

: For Marxipt-Humeniats any other baginning would msan feithlessnoss both
%o our higtoric responsibllities and to the spontaneously dsveloping mass :
movenent that hungers for a werious unity of theory enil practice, in order to
. achieve a fundamental roorganization of sociotly. . o
- »- .

' L)

Setting our perspectives within this context, we must find the means
to assures _ . ‘ . . .

(1) That the Chairman will have wix full months for a trip to Africa
and the completion of the bock, To do this, the monsy muet be raiged
largely from sources outside the organlzation: tut the time can be
granted only by ourselves, through sll of vws oxpanding our activities
and ‘rasponsibilities in order to free the Chairmn from them,

(2) The publication within six months of a special pamphlet to be
called "Freedom Fighters Spenk For Themeslves,® which will include
not only the activities of the Freedom Riders, but the sit-ina, wads -
ing, bus Goycotts and all other forms the struggls has taken, To do
thig, $1000 muat be ralssd, within the six months,

(3) The expansion of eales of "Workera Battle Automation” and the
Afro-Asian pamphlet, as part of our deepsning partiolipation in the
cluss struggle, oopocially in tvade wnions and in the strugsles of
minority groups, To do this, we must also btroaden our functicning
both in and with other organisations, in a manner which assures the
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expovnding of owr own datinctive Harxist-Oumanict philosophy,

(5) The intonsification of werk with the Youth o that an actusl
functioning group is builit vhich will tie in the outelde work vith
the Youth Page — a task which the publication of the Freedon Fight-

erg pemphlet ought to mka very eanmy.

(6) The eotablishment of nev committess in Naw Tork and Wisconsin,
and the erxpansion of the cormittee in Pittebweh with a view to
having the latter responsidle aleo o Yost Virginis.
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