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Abgtroet of Com, COoild,glg document on Nezro guestien

Cowm, Coulidge's 124 points can be roughly classed under T¥ve

major heedings: I. Histpoical beckground, or-what gows under
the hending of “The Place of Slavery in
Creuting the "Negre Problem®, p.6

Il1. Hegro a8 an oppregsed race snd race consciousness,
including the section, p.8, "Rece Consclousness
vs. clasc coensclousness™

\ .
I1I. irevious mistskes on the Negro question
in pll movements,"reforuish errort (Coolldge
mesng libernl), "Sucial reformism" (Coolidge
mewns Soclrl Democrrncy” and ™Wegre Unrticu-
lerism” ped

Oppoeition to LT, p.l5 LT's"ignorance
of the Negro in the US wes probably p:ofound
and complatea

Vo Attitude tovard renk and file Negro members
. in our party, and propossls for future work
Pel9 “There 1s nothing more npuseating then
to see & Hegro picked to de "Negro" work
who uoesn*t now his head from g holedn the
ground. "

I."The place of slavery in. creatin" the Negro pxo] "y p.6

Psb *Point 26 states: "rrosent disabilities suffered by the Negro
o ‘ in the U.S. hove their roots in his throe
centuries of slave status. These dissbi~
lities were not removed by emancipatlon.
The mostsignificant result of the Civil War was not sa much
taking the sheockles off theé Negro as the- un shackling ot Nothew
capitalist enterprise. The smancipsated slaves were not prepared
to_take n place industry-..." (My emphasia)

Point 23_ atates: "The {reaedmen wnarefore ware not integratad
into industry as were the shite WOTKEI'Saanes
They {Negroes) became throusgh no fault
of thelr ovm shock troops of industrial
rerction. They were reseved as strike
breckers wnd  ws o reserve for the hesaviest
of coumon leborf....(My emphasis)

4

uThe establiahment of slrvery in the colonles

: wee n-demonatration of the-late develooment
of capitplism in the ooloniaa.....rurhtormoro
in that particular eccnomy {tobacco, rice

and cottcn) slave labor wasso cheap that
pmeqt of other mathage aof Pﬂﬂﬁnlﬂt"iﬂv‘ wara. nat.. 1nd1nn§-d- Ll

) ¥

......The vreaenca of the Negro was reully a boon to ycung s

oapitalisme A plannad end oonsciour scheme of dual exploitautich
wus adoptede.s.ssThus was the Negro. resanslaved by the bourgeoieia

e

with bonda which remained unbrokef o thepresent day." "
(”] (—url«(‘k. l
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II. Nezro ps appressed race and Ysce conscl ousness

Rel, points 6 & 7 : "The suppression of civil liberties, the
denlal of demosratic rights the confinement
of the loviest braskess in the economic
soule & the withholeing of culturel and

educationel sdvanteoges to the "race® 88 & group 1ls lie correct

sense to spezk of the liegre as rn"oppressed TaCe"sesso It dows
net follow that the Negro group is economically, politicslly
and socially homogeneous.” (ly emohrsis)

De2, point 7: "Negroes do not think alike or sct alike. They
do not mnrch togetiizr nor strike together.n

D«2, point 1): "wWith ihe above resorvations rnd restrictions we
‘ can now proceed Lo futher examination of the .
meaning of the strugyle of the Negro for liberstion,
for his democratic rights.,..It is the struggle
of an oppressed race (mith the explenction cited
gbove} to dmxixax bring itself up to the level
of other groups and races. This ig & strugzle to
eacape the atatus of second class citizenship, to
deliver oneself {rom a special and pecuwlisr semi.
8lave category. "(Ly emphasis) o '

-the mechinetions of bourgeois politiciens, the
ruling class engendered -hostility of white workers,
the cupldity end mislesdership of Xegro leaders;
the Negro musses developed the theory end practice
of race consciousness,n ) ‘

p.7 point 33 : . "In self defense, vnder the blows of the-bd'urgeoé.'_ta.

Rs8, poin} 36: "n p discussion at_s meeting by the Buffale -
: Workingmens Welfare Cormittee a new member obje cted
. to the stateiment in %the Decluration of Purpose
thot Negroes should demand sociel, politiesl cond sconomic squalliy.
This man sald that he did not want socigl equality, that he was
wAllieg and preferred to confine his socizl 1ife to "my own- -
people™. - This la “race consciousness” as used and meant by Negroes,"

P68, point 39: "Racs consciousness" us enuncipted by Negroes is
: not a gatewey to united mess militency and revoltese..

Ag meant by Negroee and advoaated by their leaders,
grect and amgll, the doctrine of"ruce consciousnesan

is_devoid of revoluticnury centunt orrevolutionnry potentirlit y

{My emphasis} ' A

B9, point 40: "The "race gonsciousnessh theory promotos acceptance
ol jim-crowe" ' )

Lef, poinut 43: #The voctrine of "rece consciousnssg” is & theory
: : which premoted meceptsnce of caplitalism end of
bourgeois democracy in place of white. It rlecse
. the Negro masses in the contradiction of agoepting
in black face xhxt the thing which is the root cauas of his nisery
in white faca,®

P29, point 44; Nembers who accepl the theory of "rpso congciousness .

must hecomo protugonists & pavocntes of seli-detar.
(My emphasis) _ . .
. 297 .
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paS.point 45: "But while the Negrees continued to talk gbout
"race consclousness™ they refused to fellow Gorvey.
It iz true thot for s time he hed an immense follow-
ing but it wns short-lived and todey the Garvey
movement 1s deud.”

p.10, point 46: "The foci that Garvey planned to set up his repuie

lic in r ioreign lana was_not the decisive fector
thet made llegroes indifferent. Agoin and sgsin
the propossl has been mude for the ustublishment of a 49th strie
in the U.,u. by Negroes. The response his been slmost zero.”
(My emphesis)
ps12, point 60: M3ece consciousness” legds to the cult of Necrg
) Natiepplieme This is the belief that the
Nezro as o hdmogeneous oppressed group can or
should gttempt te take his place in the country
as . sell-conizined and self-sufficient netionel entity. The
logicnl development of this concept is the advocacy of the forma-
tion of liegro atrnte. The fuct thet Gurvey planned to build his
state in Afric. is not importaent. The In.ortant point is the
effort to sep.rate the Negro £s legro, politically snd socinlly.
Furthermore llegro Netionelisa slso rejects the idea of cless and
the class orgmnization of scclety. Negro natlionelism is bourgecis
in iis ideolozye. It would only change the color of the exploiters."

pald, goint'ﬁé:‘"Thé Farty, in my opinion, must definétely fejeot
' the theory of "rece comciousnoss” as I have .

efiﬁed it. It is = resetion: ry doctrine. It can only ratnrd
.e dey of the liberatlon of the Negro messes." .

peld, peint 67 : "Assigning tha Haitiana-a separate,culture is .
, not based on the fact that they have u state but

vrimarily becguse of their history and ths mode ’

of development of these psople over more than e century...l .

would séy the Haitians have a different cultuke from "white"

France even thpugh both spegk substantielly the ssme lenpucge.”

P16, point 80: "They {Negrezs) are Jubilond vhen they read

of the the black.kingdom of Abyssinia despiie its
’ slavery and mud road ospital city., But &8 for them
they prefer to spend their iives in the red mud of Geoggla.”

psll, point 54: Theory of "ruce consciousness implies class homo-
geneity of the Hegro groups. _1It thersby beaomas '
g theory of class golleboration.”

P10, point 49: "The general class oppreasion to which Nepgroes

are subjected is ldentical with the explolitation

end oppression of the white workers...It 1s at
& point 50 this point that the interests of the H’"rg“gg_g

group (Uwn emphpsis) and the interests of “the white
worker donlesce & become ldentinl....This iz the fundemental npprensh. .

in a ¢less soclety gnd thsro can be no other. This is n the

PRIMAKY DISABIMITY OF THE NEGROs. (own empnasis) Negroes do not
understond this., <“here are some "Marxiste® who secmingly do not i
understond iteess Byt the Negro hus a SECONDARY DIABILITY{own. o
euphasiaj: thut is his oppression and sxploitation ps & Negra}fit K
can have no golutiog(mv emphasis} separated from efforts to eliqi?gta'
THE FRIMARY .UIbABILI’I‘Y.uThis is & olavs;s S LIS IS R
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111 krevious mistekes on Negro guegtion

D3y point 15: "Three serious mistske have been mnde....There 1s the
reformist error which mskes the struzg;le for dsmodsratic
rights in bourgeois democracy the only struggle esnd

the totzlity of one's nims. _Sgceondly, there is the other type of

reformism, socinl reformism, which tekes the position that no special
forme of struggle are indicated 1n the cuse of the “egro, that the
trensformution from capltelism to soclelism will_solve the problem.

This position i nores the peinful fect thot men's "minds"™ are not
changed ingtan#ier with the mkhex overthrow of cupitelisme The
third  mistrke is Zhexuzxmwumpiien ...Negro ierticulsrism...By Negro
Particulaerism 1 mecn the advocncy of geprratist tendencies within
" the framework of bourscois democracy in the US...Secondly by ;arti-
cularism or Exceptiondlism I mewn the ductrine thrt Negroes as Negroes
are or are liable to become the chief driving force of socirl chenge
in the U.3." { Ly emphnsis)

)

pe16, point 79: Is it probable thit Hegroes will desire to geperate
from the new socialist state? I _em convinced that -
they will not. :

Pel6, point 82 "Negroes who have sny intelligence kmow thot they
- ‘could nol meintuin a separate state. It wauld - .
.undoubtedly be & bourgcois tizte of- Bome - gorts ;g;#~--“
-not then thers would be no. resson. fop.: sepnrationwfrom
"-tha new sccialist state." (wy emphpsis ey

P

P23, point 111 : "Memhers forget or never knew tlat Nagroes havs‘
R 7~ been pecepting tho leadorship ‘of white. péaple i
over 300 yemrs in one-or another qnd in one ‘-
urganisation or anothers"

I Lt

(NB: Coolidge says he will grant the Negroes selffdaterminafion‘

4% they wish end then goes 211 out to pfove_thé& not only -

they do not wish it, but if they did 1% would be_resgtionaryl):
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Cum. Coelicge, Com, “rctukv ant the Negro suestion

It ig reported thet -dom, T, -held . .

the view thnt the N, in ihe U8 is a nntion,
Mecing himsell in part on his belief thot the We here hus &
A separate lungunge.suring he Fetional Treining school in the
lecture devoted to The N. & the Unicns", I rude reference to
‘this position ottom. T+ 1 said thet his i,norence of the M.

'"‘guzxx in the L.5. was probebly prétound & complete."(hy emphasie)
. . .

"'l!"ﬂ"t.,.~
I douot thqt the presunplious alr thobl Cuin. Ce hne indulzed in here

Tlowsirom 80 nbysmol ignor:nce ol Lem. I's position anﬁeﬁéru;;ghrau

4 o3 som. G ons ne olleges is prefuncisy of Come T!s ignorsnce
L J

~ ol il : Hziper the vresumnbtuourness tlows frum itne fret thet

com. (. 15 nrguing s - Szinut nis ouwn kind of onponents, lie is not

criwing coainst Jom. ¥ sitii wal rpnd nosition he himself

nas elr.oorstelynxk wrought out of b in sir, lsbeiled wrong ané "exposed"

We shall scon see how Uom. (o puls up his strew men end mos then cowm,’

But before =nolyzing Qs vehement oppoesition to his own str&w men, it

1_,..,'-,.“

the raruy yuSiuiOD, no»*t'

ib necessary to know what in reual

b.aelf'; determinmtion 'for the bleck belt"' {he e ertys as per ué'gﬂ_

o

had no 9051n10n. ‘Com.-Sh. ﬁade a‘htudy bf the h. queation in which
he nroved—-at lhEGt to tne satlsfactmon ol

then helu his p051tion-~chot the slogan of
M‘soci equality for the leg roe; éL%{QutfﬁJiént
.':ﬁ;bblem inqﬂqgmﬁc% Trousby diszsrsed. He stated that j;ét

becuuse the : Stulinisis were for Lhmx: seligdetarmiuwt on

en,
not npecegaarily be uiain thet slogm; thet in Yo case’ &hould we e

de:initalv commit uurselvca RERLRSY the slogan for nl’ time eincé~

it wrs r~ question the NBSTU&b thenselvea must decide und if ‘the M P

ahould_ask ior it, tirst wu.would heve to fight for 1t,'or,-if?’
we were in power, would haeve to grent it., lle amphasizﬁd that he,ﬂ”"'
Trotsky, had notl studied the Liegro question und hud no%definite

. 7“_,‘9_1_1}_{1}9!’1__- ~But _he was drswing. f:-nm Jh-lns .vp..-..:
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aany notionciities wsked for s elf-determinetion after Uctober,

Mutur:lly, it wes sronted them. But the crucial point wes thgt"

.
)

not eonly had the Tsarist Zmpire not kmown o.?rumc of these national-

ities but even the Bolshevik lerders did not know they existed

as sepsrate culiursl entities. IV wns only witi Cctober that
o
=]
U!'! FRLE SV PLY)

these/j sroups begmn 1o feei tiasgy werce men whe wished 1o decide their

own fcte. Therevove, concindecd, T, it woulo be wrong, on the besis thet
the liegro cid noi now  &sk for seil-ceteryinction, to shut the door on

thet gquesticn for the futurs,
: niter
Com. Swabeck visited voms T. during that ueiriod sndxzhsR - very

hegi briel conversztionwith him wus qonvinced of tne correciness of Com,

Trotsky's position. Dluring thet conversation, Com. Trotsky inguired

/
Uerﬁnuﬂebichll%4§ﬂpﬂfngﬁﬁht ‘sgsn't it irue that some of the Hegroes

used & different lenguege? Thetconversntion wes reproduced for the

informatipp ol the membership., " In its mcjority,_I’should saY , the;nx‘

_ mémbership wes much dpposed'to“the féqt hat = iew brief. auestions

b

‘and one sing¢c in thce mf a. Lef*nite op*nlon bnsed on t e Russian'
.aYpevienue were Sufliuieh\ to "conv1nce“ bom. Sw. that a?achtmun was
wrong & Tr's p051t10n wnlch e hac never eTLbo*Uued a8 wuch, riéht.

But thet wes an opnosztion bo Cannonite methods of arriving A
adnir J-a L o . .
po’itiCal p051tion}thnn ;( e;?hcr position as such. As g malter of

P

P

fact we knew g0 little of Negro histor" thut for the mrj. ofus tiet

wes the the lst we had heard that there was such & Hegro tribe in'Am.
Com. Sh. did not pursue his positibn.. If my memofy 1s'right, he

had never publiahed or even niueo: rapheﬁ the rcsulta of hiastudy end

only the N.Y.-sm@qberbh*p 7ho hearc his oral revort at uohY educational
knew of it other then by third-esr heursay, The minute it was known that.

Com. 7. did not share Com. 3h's views, gam, iyight embarked upon bk
whut he thought wus Tis position; : ' ’”#”ﬁne'"
study to prove kkm Bhxxyrerg; that "study" wers never completed. R~

vhe favored seli-deleruination ’ g
some comrades on the Yest Comst/hud wade n study but I had never seen it.




1 continued to hold Com. #h's position, I felt that Com. T.
"did not kﬁuw grough ", etc. of the Megro gunes. ‘“‘hen I wes in Wash.,
prior tu my departure to iexico, I wng instrumentel in having = professor
at Howard, who wa. -an ex;uember of the ¢.¥., droft a document on the Negro
in America to bt sent to LT. The document may not have heen as lengthy

es Com. Coclide's but it hud the benefit of being more coherent, Tts
MesSses .
thewue was that the Negro/not only cid not wish sclf-deternination but

were opposed to 1t that in tuet it was only the Negro "bour;eoisie" vho

' j"(h" ‘
Tevored such segre.ntion, onlj in orcer io huave the privileg e uf ex<ploiting

/i e

the Negro mrsses themselves. kb;iamnbd-v*qf the Uvo?eﬂsor ment into
uetall of how all the Wegro 1ehaers in the C.r. opposed the sloga. when

Wik {14' 't\l- f.l'z?]‘ i &
tﬁﬁnﬂﬁwigfﬁimpnopesadééﬁij Cotme Trotsky’s fi?es, T found whén I got down “™ens. ”
in 1936-7 %o work there, were filled with just such documents, "provin

4{) f,/] A'!f’

that the Nebro had no sepsrate culture froum that of the US Jho aeparnte

\1“u°uu°e, and no desire to bg'jzm-crarca once abvln ‘now under tne cuphemeus
'tille.of seli-cétermination. So Com. T, "dig ¥now" the K. ques.--that is

traditional _ =
did know what those who held to tne/sloban of Sﬂbiﬂl eco. & nnl. equa11t"

las- sufficmenu to cover the ques. w1shec h1m 1e know. But he .4;1&;}hat ”,"”'”'

he had not stua;ed ‘the quaf. end hence cnuld not Bove s definitive pbésition.
1

. wfbl’ . .

on the ouesﬁaﬂ;e felt that 11 waE, up to the Am. section to eleborate’ such

|a definltive positnnn aftﬂ“ & profound study gf the. Am.: Civil' War, wlthout
u thorou;h knov&edge of which he felt any gtudy of the Nagro ques.'would
be-1ncompléte.(pme*stated,-fur%ho;ﬁaza, that the Negro intellectuals were
not ;he”best judges or_whatrtthNesro mzsses wanted. ihe inteilectunls
were"smuncipated" end wished full socisl equality with the ﬁhite;. But
the Negro masses continued to fluck to thelchnrches where they could be

free of "ﬁhite syesn.( ﬂg Fernddy k@ %a!ﬂ i t reelly need to

be "convinced" Khak--us all Pretskyvists had rushed to inform him—-thap

Garv;y wne o faker. Vhat he wislied"the Amcricen comrades? wouidjhim is T
ggx sucl » faker zgot such o mass following. That in the fakgr's prqgraﬁ
insﬁired thé Hegro masses to Jjoin him; but did not inspire them tc join us

Coms Jo arrived ufter I left. Iis lengthy conversetions

_we{?._m_j:!pg & o- - SN Ry 3V

with o .
R L ~2t the xnzk- convenumon preceding our- B‘P“*°""‘**'f*'




T

iqf;;rl;—'rw

{'pal the.Sﬁb w Heyro Comni, was elected to work éutla draft thesis

'based on these discussion. Com. C. was on thet coamission end ourposed
the craft 11 drew up,not becruse it advocated seli~determination--no one
- advoceted any such thing--or asny of the'other straw men, such es
race~-conscicusness thit he now hHas put upi I do-not.know why he did

oppose it.. I do know thet ie offered no counter-resolution, despite

1is veoicelerous objecticns., That resolution we did not reject when we

were expelled. The preposals Coolldge now offers xftarxhex differ in
no essentiul respect froa those, despite the big telk of "reorienting

the party" mwmwnmum mﬁme-reapcc—tf‘

;tnﬁy-baekixﬁgk. That rLSOluthH plus the 1engthy disca531ons should
' more- definitwve‘

" be reyublzshed ana “should serve ‘a8 & basis 10rgalab0rat1nb a/rssolu ion!
presumptuousness,. i the igno*ance” :
'They ﬁill prave concluuively thexxgnnxanan of C,, not/of CDm.i'. e




«hen voml.U. =ays thet betore we crn hove o fundesmentel

W )
pusition on the ilegro gues. we nust know 0 iotori i e
is, whether he ndwits it or not, Lexing the vosition Com. T. hns so long

insigted uvon, -o tn.t L.Leht hig muthu‘oln is correct. The trouble

Mot L.
f_ " NWWM L HV Vlvitﬂ LIM.‘I '\./""'}‘/ . .
dis Lhat it 1Y¥;§}l AR sie Tin osed voon L besle of jll-di;gsteé f:ets,

ile grys, for instence, L.t in the purticul-r ecounomy of tue SOuth ""love

lrbor wns su cherny Ly e vevs 0l otner tiethocs of nrod.,uc;e hot 1nﬁi—
catec. " There is no aoubt thul slive loioor is chesnp; but g0 it nould

. L

nbue been in tie Lorth. Gl tie 1L brke root in ine 5outh_0nly? He rlmost
hit the ridht spat whelt e Spbke 0F tue. purticular gconemyk but he Rizex
uromguiv clve ten_irom ihe currect basis’uy hiz eaphasis on the chespness
of aluve laooru¢%n g riov the wmoce ol ;qbor thaet ¢nlls forth the mode

: oa Ol

of production, but the mode 01 Lrog. E’ corresponding moge of 1hbor.
e

Slave Lucor wes not suited to the economy ol the No.,_industrialized'

even :or those days. . From the very_fir L daYa the North ﬂmd lumber mllls,

1or CXay and WQ? ecomln indu trigliz e ?lOﬂ”?"lth, if not o tze ex*ent
'”ree“ lubor.Gﬁ_,L~“&lpmukﬂ1n;__ﬁ“ i n
=of the mother ceuntrv,\/?ﬁh brl ultural bouuh howeve ,p&bhlcularly

ﬁQHRtKXYKPlﬂhxhxﬂAcbﬁlkalX&OQQEILRERHXIRS animnxxnzrnratnnxxnpplgxnfx

M v e, Rk ;

xaxxmxxﬁxialﬁxhnhxwuaxﬂaﬁzinnxkﬁx not so much Lecause slave 25 wege'chesp
beciuse they were as B:QQBE&AXQ 5 the eccnomy had need a?

stop ot this goint ir itjwers merely ¢ guection c¢f ubstrpctg}h%ory,_—

enly boceuss C., theoreticul busis,

proceeds to Qraw nmkxzux; & hzeng znd resctionpry 'conciusioejwhen he
. \ T
SLyB thet tnef“alaunl¢1nles" \p. s terminoiogy for the double oppression

Lt

A i e =

he Hcarotbc.rs ol o4 piele»h;;m1 ang 4.5 ¢ Negro) the legroes sufiered:

were not rewmovsd by ewanclpation becuuse: "The emancipated slaves were
not prepured tv take © ploce in dindustry.®  Thal is as reactionary
o vhrese os I heve ready in rny bourgeois textbook mhere that fact is |

rnttested to "to prove" thatp Jﬁe master—sinvc relntionship was after nll.’

the best relntionship --for the slnvel Now, of course, C. did not mean

thet. Thet isn't the point. The point ig that one snys all kinds oi




things one does not"mern™, once the theoretic buse is wrong.

thet does '"not pfcphred to trke r plice in indusmry" necn rmywoy?
“Were the “ennnci;: tec" serfs in .wurope prepared to teke o nl:ce in industry®
It wis incdusiry thot preparea them for lhet place. ilnd industry meved
Gouth 1t would huve "prepoered” ithe Jegro to tike o ploce in it. Post-
Civil e Jouth aid not "prepare” "wnite trush" Jor industry uiﬁher.kggxuﬁg
inﬁuskrixliaatian;ﬁxa“aagkigik1ﬁ¢ihu3a;zﬁziixakx The Jdouth couldnot
hconomicaliy "emetwdpite" wither the liegroes or the "white ty:sh® becauée
it itseld w5 not .conouwic:lly free, is not incustrislized., The

¢id not industriciise _ -
white c-rpet brg ors mongeoxugnaxine jouth , but merely sponged upon it.
InTve ¢ oi Lewng. - prosperous colony of [ngling, the Jouth becr=me i cefezted
"colony ™ o1 iLne 110 ”pltxllrt » vetiuse, not Cotton, Lut $teel wrz ¥ing.

In the same non-iLerxizn maaner that voolidge spenks
. P .
. G . . : N . ~
of the Negroes "not being prepared”, he sperks ofﬁ"reenslavement“ using
(o .

g T

the ﬁurd loosély, withouﬁ regerc to . the mgce of urod. which is the'

decisiva.issﬁe.' After C. correcily strasses the iact tnaﬁ young capcttay
explo;ted the ﬂegroas'doubly and kept them in 1n1erior nos*tion _as agric-
ultursl lcborers "awey from the enllahtenifsfcrﬁérlences of fuctory work

e cancludeu, filhout warninu,so-to-apeak I“rhus wnl thie Hehro reenslavea

i Lo :
by the bourge01sic with bonus shich remhlrer unroken to th Dregenu dﬂv-’d//}.

et

(Hy emohcris-Pr) “hax broxe those bonds tocqy Has the ngro been
;"emnnuluuuqd" &ain* Was-a‘uivil'hur necessary to assert that freédom?

A civil wor wes not necesseary tor the simple rezson that the Negro nas
not and could not have been "recnslaved" becnuse phé mode of production
had developed along capitrlist lines on a-natiqn-wide scule.  VWhat is the
point el using the word “"rcenslave" so loosely? Vhen he "wants tom C

41

himsel{ puts the caese clecrly when he s:ys "In all capitnlist society I
supyése lhere his been no worker s0 'frec' us lhe Negro;" Fut tvo hurrahs
beside this cerzist explinction of the word "freen worker. ‘Angd because
he it 80 frea, thut is becuuse he is economicelly, mBEIXIREMYIX n woge

slove, his Londs eould be 50 ensily broien on the eve when WAr econony

demands & large supply of Iree lubor, with uvr without "disnbilities,
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Rhexhis xnri~xbaxix knowledge of thc 3 centuries of slave stutus’
is euf.icient to turly )
of the Negro #aas nol/expl:in the vrésent®alscbilities® {rend; dusd

oopression of the liegro) ol the hegroes, Bdomeindn,, more is necessrry.
Ingtead of annlyz.nc . i
f" T.h"" auuuu:uu‘_, muJ.r,, EiG..'C'Vt:.L', LUl e i3 turned into the bis bogeym:n:
rice consciousness. Let us wenleh how he his built his straw Tian,

. - It -~ -
Wil Vi BUpETiil vlumos sunsGluusliess,

Ghd moWooG nin aow
IIT. .Gtce wonLclousness rnd Ulnss LOoNsSCiousness
Som,. ~e ~sseris thaml“the Hegro mrsscys dev, the theory & practice"”'P
or rove counuilousness'"s The L. mussss may “urzctice”, thnt is, feel
roee coﬁscious bui they sUrcly aevelopsa no theory sbout it Those

who cid develep o theory, such as kkR Jurbey,xomezert ¢:oie to tcle advan—

tage ol thrt Teeling, in orcer to le_u v inte reacticnm Ty chrnnds, ¢m@ €.
po i ad 0 ALErny "h
cksn

kpﬁbu cald®%wt ruce cogsci

9§xﬁ”xxxkxnz Fgroygxnlgtxxxxnyzd xui:&ln.nleeﬁmtn—¢he—sam~"e~¢oﬁery—1n—~

r:c@ig;géaéeanesv the Negro proletzrian 1n Buffelo who srnid "he did not

ouelity, thut h" wig willing & nreferrad to confhe his .

WY i ZbUple iuLAugau~_LaL_LmLJﬁ#Jjaaﬁfnker~Enﬁ_;hé;;*'*~>*

?:ﬁ{ &AA»‘M ’\1»vv€’w**ﬂ/“ :
ess &w%ﬁ<h-ﬁﬁ~tnrnxaxonna L£RGK zxtexxnxxnstxnxnx

Q;jﬂﬁqb g%@@ﬁgﬂ bbb;;zn;;hb4wﬁ%_

ﬂJhen the work L eys ne wents to, celeng hls counury itliu
inct of on oppreossed men bhet upb_l in'him'"t\
—rz:g':f.’:”u‘"“"“"!‘:}{q.—-ﬁﬁ——‘ //
nace conuciousneSJ, C. assures ng ("promete PccTTtance of J*m—urow, /
hromo»eh accentance of cap. and bouTyeois democrzey, "implies classj
hﬁmoaenevty of ithe ueoroeé ana bﬁCOmuoln theory of CIaQa cq}}nPéEQEiﬂéfm
The theory .oi sel f-determin: f on directly ilows from tiuat; race
consclousnessASives it the epuenranve of Rixrix contlict between race;
& leads to cult of M. Matdl., the iogicel dev. of which is a:vooawy cof
NeStote (12). Against whom is C. ursuing? who is gévoesbiny eilher
. . ot .
self-deteruinntion cr the formution of .o Hegro stute? xhakx lo one;@” JMA{
no one tn~i I ever heurd. U. hos built up striy wen and mowed then down.
Coolidge assures Us thet he i3 for clras consclousness va.
- rute conscioucnuess, Guodl Haw dees that solve the special problem of
the Negro? Thut it i3 & specicl problem U. adwits., In fuct, once
ne puls quotmtiorn arks uroundé "ruce conelousness" snc then Rammi-t s

o NN, G
m I e ot YOG b
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is permitted tw use the words "group cisebiiity™, he in fret describes

with
you wiil,/vhick the Yegro prolutsriens

thet "r-¢e consclousness”, il
are permected wnd which is herlthy i rhicn we sunLport. Jor tie

Yegro s ontoppressed rqce", even wnen in guot:tion v rln, voes hirs to
fight sgainst Jimecrow, discrimin-.tion e ihe couvle opyresclon the Lelro
no dou.t sufTers. (oolicj e correctly assures us thnt ;it is the struggle
¢t rx oppreised race to bring itseld up ©C the luvel ot other 3rdﬁps

ané rusesm. lig ig, righlly, for aciive pnrticiyrtion in this struggle.

He furihiermore gssures ue it is s unigue struggle ™and must not therefore

br: su.sumed under cemoc. struggie of white vwkrs. or dissolved in

rev. strugsle." The mpn who puts up the vest argumente aeingt Coclidge

W, , . :
is stili Coolidee, er P g hiy ;
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e .
ﬁ mﬁggrqh;mnticulnrism",%s. coolidge equaonimity

A cius to the ceontradictions c:n be 1ound in Ceollidge's

treeluent uf wiit he valis Negro purbludjarlsm, end which he celines
9§)“~ae advocncy of seprrrtist tendencles within the framework

ﬂir bour.eois ¢e..c. in the J.de  Thet is the acvocacy of liegro going
it rlone orgonizstionclly, coclielly rnd economicslly to whetever extent

is OOSblbl&. ' He then vroceeds to wnelyze  recond chrracteristic

. IR

e I¥ periicuscrisn which hzs noihing at #11 1o do with the rirst.
The second churacteristic is "ihe doctirine tht &5 legrocs are, Or nre
iikely to become the ech ef ariwing Forcc of od
Wiy, prey tell me, whei has lbe clieged doctrine of the Hegro's sperial
revolutioneyy role got to do with fxexfxzel »“pt of sepearstism within

‘ - emasculate the expre3101,
the frzmework of bourgeois demotcrucy? None, unless youxgixe the chief

ariving ofrée-of social change, snd make i% srnonymous with

Pnat is that Ce is trying to suress when he emph&sises thgt'

‘khzxﬁﬂxxnaxxthzi"impnxkxnzxpix:x he can‘"think of no eason vhrtever

for holdlng 16 thie belief® .*xxinzxexxsxnnr BL; Lhak (I7m prdsuﬁjhgfﬁ”“
thut tnjs seutence does not refer to his oraﬂtheticgl exorcﬁgiOn a8 to-
\ oellef thht Neg;oes are L nrtlon since the latter sentence ans no

the paranthesis. If, howeyer, I'q "-unc, there still:remaiqs the-

imglicatzun th;t any doctrine thet &nVl‘beS the bebraes ES B spucial

T ériving” forue ui EOCiHl Lh;nbe is .rong. )As a speci 11y opa;essad group
"with Jexst to lose there is no douot that the Mesroes once awakened

wiail piay en especiuily militunt rola. Zven in & passive way, they
anti~war
nov pley quch a roie Ly thciz/ufuitude kaxxrdxihexzEe which is far

to the left or the im. wkgcless 85 2 whole., On the other hang, iﬁwiﬁ
toue thaththe‘white wkgclass s the majofity group in this country
will either play the chiel revolution@ry role, or there will be no

¥ thet 4g hehind - Tt
o é\hn?-"”?‘

tissatisfection thut rev. croups wsre led by "foreigners" or nTewa " R
in any country, not because of wny prejudice sngeinst them but becpuse

it is o Bign of the weskness of the movement, of the fact that it has.

;_L_LLH_“;__nut yet tuken root i“ nu.ive 3011-' &Enkﬂx&uﬁikuxﬁxhkmaniix But within




that over~all truth, special 5roups do ploy sneci.lly sidnificunt

parts in » revolutionury struggle. Agein boolidbe himself ig the best
smuthority wgninst Limself when in snother section of the documen?,

e specks of why we wish Lo draw the N, proletnrion inlo our rsnks. "The
Ee ro prolet:rirns hive becone inured to hrrdships, tough 50§ng.ﬁnd iron

rietions. They urc not sol't.™ ine, those rre the gquelities = rovol.-

tionrry movement needs; our speci 11 append to Lhe lezgroes is not g $e
y H g Sy =)
thet they are wn especindly uppressed group ond e wish to "heln"  them

but becnuse they xrzx comprise especially steeled elements thet will

"heip" Lring the revolution on, c1 whe: it gels soing, help bring it to

&z guccessiul revolution.
V;-Refcrutionary ve, Hdefornist ¥iew ou Iegro problem
Teculi-rrly enough, the discussion on liesro periiculzrism followed
] : : Gemoc .
tbe clscussion.of "sulsuming' the Hegro strug 1ezn/struggle of,white

wkr. or “Jissclving' it in rev. strdgsle. It was fhe thlrd 1n n. series
' ' . - (1} bourzeois
ot mistekes on this question, The otner two mibtr es were: ﬁhe}l*ber&l

(or what C. cnllg reform 5t} erreyr that the "struggle ior democ.'rts.‘;,::

ih'boufgeois demOULy;shonly struggiaﬂand the’ tptalzty of one!s.eimg.”

J +

and (2}‘tha rerdrqist‘or'social'demécrgt?c'(c, calls itl'ﬁ
viﬁﬁ,xﬁggnﬁﬁbl;ﬁecial'forms'of strﬁggle ore indicaﬁed in
the N., thut the

‘uhe proble».,

of this view:- "This 9051t10n imnores the pa;niul fret that men! s'minds
are not chenzed overni:ht and thet the struggle ngninst roce nrejudice

would not end instinter wltn the ove;throw,of cepa" (3) It is not

the doctrine itself which C. ¢riticizes, It is not evidéntly wrong

now_, but wili be .rong after _{1) the rev. bLecause men's minds do noti
change overnight. C. thus xxxniiiizs the soluticn of the N. problem
from this suneration end puts il on those thut will remein aiter the
rev' Yy. dewr wman, the tact that men's minds will nat

hes absolutely nothing to do with the struggle agoinst rece prajudipe

nov, nor agaihst the complacent gltitude of the 8-D ns n reformist

current which we murt combet nows The =D syos ihat the trun-formation
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to mdiﬁ “hfiy ravolutionury moves nOW°Lthey ore autiaf ed to pu

om cep. to soc. will solva the problem becnuse they do not wish

By




1n‘thu_sprudgla aguinet race prejudice to the extant of 1he liberals

and no mcre, o eircumscribe it that is within the 1rnncuork of bourgeo

» ¥ . i i 1 ‘ .llq‘r!
demouracy, or to doctor up tihe loti r, not transform it. P rhaps here

and there there is o mehber o1 the 3~-D ho thinks that tnat is the
sclution--the revolution wili t rers ar 34 i It 5 oI whnt
;hey think, the palicy objective policy lends to push that problem

furt’ N PR . . )
iurtner awwy fron - solution by pushin¢ the revolution itself Turther

nd liurther runy fromw pleving it on the agendpy of todpy insternd of the

s
Ltomorrao.. 4

T
But whet Coolidge fimds to criticize 45 not their wolicy today but -
the fret thet their ﬁolicy does nov 1wis-°r the minds of men tomorrow!
Ahw is il thet o rev oiutlonasy izeder is constently sliapznr"
- into 2 fe-ctiunafy chenhel he Goes aot_"me n" to fet to° ”h:t is
eatinu uﬂo‘idae':‘ |

-

VI prveg;sm-‘contr.ntthu b's ant;tuup dna‘w's

We‘re 5nck'to “here we sthrued the :nurqaun to thp Negro questio

s -

In adoitlon tu suy ing” it vIes . “eaﬂtionary, he states that thp
iact thet the G arveylghanneu to set up ‘his reuuhlii in‘{ ‘
C land was“not the‘ oeCLSzve foctor tnut mede apgroes 1nd1ffement (lO
But, that ién't‘true.' Its reaction&ry charactcr is preclsé y ;n-tnnt
it dém&ndéd a‘separéte stete --in Airica. That way the most reac-‘
tionary-ﬁilbo couid Suppprt it. Had'it demanced it'heré _ujt.would-<

heve rs sed such revolutiqﬁnry situstion that no only no reactionany.

. eouly support it, but the Govt. nould ‘have to be looking Bor ot her

.“ayF af soliving the W. problem thun by alving a few Negrbes good
MI‘-: * -
govt. positions aznd have/Hoosevelt pppear on the sumeplatform

O P P

with e row others. As it 1s the Nesroes preferred Ga. soil that

;he'kncﬂto Africén“suil thot he did not. | . e

Toward reliéﬁoh too one cen eesily the differonce in

appronch. Coolidge tries to nvoid thequestion by stating that

o deaseel iz e

il or americs is religiuus congcious forgetting the distinguiahiﬁg

{fernture thut white .Am. <oes for custom b.t black Am. goes to o place’
e - L BUUIDE.» : 1Y ¢ DN
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where hc can finully be rid oihhi&e eyes.




