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CONSTITUTION AND BY-ILAWS OF NIVIS AND LETUERS COLFTTTEDS

Freoomble

People everywhere, todey, are locicing for a new viay of life under
" which mn can be free to guide hls own destiny: +to set and establish
his ovn way of living, his own condiiions of worl:, and his own forms of -
association with his Felloveman.

tha totality of the world erisir is seen in the besic inability
of elther the Russian or the Americen sociel, economic or politicel
systems to solve any of the basic problems of the working-class, or
to be able to offer any pvesent or fuiure freedom from exploltation,
disorimination, degradaticn or misery. . :

The sge of state capifaliem, whether in'1ts single<party totali-
tarian form or its prurliomentary form, can offer nothlog o humanity .
"but the prospect of another war. The ‘advent of nuclear weapons, . pog-
sessed by both gldes, seriously raitses the question of the survival
of mackind in the event of such a struggle. '

Ve believe that the working people are the only force in the world
todey capable of shanging present-day soclety and of evolving the forms
aad the shape of future msociety. Just as in 1936-37, the Amerdiean’
working people found theiyr owm vay, through the sitdowm strikes, to
industrial organizatien and the CT0, so they are sesrching ioday for
the newt political and social fowma to {ight the Labor ‘burecucracy.
Since the 1949-1350.miners' sirilke and the edvent of automation, the
problem of -;uiding their own destiny hos moved to the point of produc-
tion itself and posed the basic question: Vhat Lind of labor should
man perform? Vhy should there bs & division between mental and manual
labor? '

Abroed, the June 17th; 195% wovelt ¢f +hs Bast Gsrman workers,
and a few weeks later, the revolts in the Yorkuta foreced labor camps
in Russia itself, *began that which came to a climax in the Junger-
lan Revolution of 1956 -- tioxkers' Souncils leading the struggle for
total treedom.® They have anuwered afPirmatively the question: Can
man be free in this age of lotalitarianism?

The necesgity for a new soclety ls clepyTrom the working peopl'.e's
oppeaition to war. That opposition is bazed upon a viesion of a new
societly in which they, to a man, control their own lives. Any opposi-
tion to war, which i3 based on less than this, must end in capitula-
tion to the war mongers. o '
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e feel thet the Negro people oceupy a place of spseinl signifi-
cance in Arworican life., Their struggle for equality and justice, which
- 1a taking place every day in every city of the country and ine—- - in
tempo and effectiveness, stands in the forefront of the minor:.
struggle for f1ll frecdom.

#le feel that the youth are a wost preciocus source of cur de~
velopment. We recognize that even though the youth are not directly
involved in production, they are the ohes vhose idealicm in the
finesat sense of the word combines with opyposition to exdisting adult
society In so unique a way that 1% litexally brmgs them alongside
the workers as builders of ihe new society.¥

As part of the total search for a fundatenially new way of 1ife,
vie hereby establish NEUS & IETTCRS Committees, In keeping with this
principla; e establish the peper, NEWS & IDTTERS, vhoge . editor shall
be a worker, and the articles for whieh shall be writtea on a decen- -
tralized basis. The eotablishment of the publication, IIWS & LETTERS,
ig an integral part of this queat by workers, Negroes, youth and women,
for totally new relaiions and for n fundamentelly new way of life.

We undexrtake that space be avallable in the paper for youth which

they will write and edit for themselves in keeping with the principle
thet they are ovgunlzationally independent of these IEVS & LETTERS
Commi ttees.,

In ectabliching WIS & INTTERS, our purpose is. to create a means
of commmication among woriking people on their common problems, sopi-
‘satione, idems and needs, The paper thus becomaa a veapon in the
.‘ﬂle.s'.s stragele, Ve are ereating o ccater around vwhich the besic idcas
+T worlters* emancipation and freedom can cryctellize and find the
broadest poasible form oi‘ public expression. . .

HEWS & LETTERS aha.ll be published at least once *a month*, It
is our alm to assure its publication and to promote the Firmest unity
.among workers, Negroes and otlier minorities, women, yduth and those
intellectuals who have broken wiil the rulingbureaweracy of both capital
and lgbor. Ve see the labor bursaucracy as the last barrder to the full
emaneipation of the uorking—clas... :

Ve hold that the method of ilarxism is the guide for our growth and
development. Just as Marxism was born out ¢f the working-clsse struggles
of Marx's day, so today, larxism iz in the lives and aopirations of the
workting people. e hold it to be the duty of each generation to inter-
pret Mamdem for itself., The baivi problem 1s not wha® larx wrote in
1843 or 1883, but what MNarxdlem is today. We reject the attempt of beth
Commuwists and the Administration fo identify Marxism, which is a theory
of liberation, with its exmct opposite, Communist totalitarianism,
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Heretofore, American redical groups heve failled to establish +the
theory of Marxisa on native grounds despitc (1) the great traditions
of the Abolitlonis{ movement wnose aims and activlty paralleled that
of Karl larx and the Workingmen's First Intermational that came o the
aid of the liorth in the Civil War; and (2) tae historic contributions
the struggle for the 8-hour day by .the ‘merican worl:ers made to Marx's
thinlting, specifically tc the atructure of his greatest theoretical
work, CAFITAL, Ve have therefors underialen to set forth our own ine-
terpretation, in book form., #UMAMNXISM AND FREEDOM,..from 1776 until
- today" has accomplished this taslk by: (1) estatlishing the American
roots of Marxism; (2) preserting a comprehensive atiack on present-~day
Commmism, .which is, in truth, a form of state capitalism; (3)re-es-
tablishing Marxdism in its orgirnl foim of 'a therough-going Naturalism
or Humanism;" and (4) pointing to the new Humanist philoscphy of the
working-class In this perisd of Automation as expressed in their actions,
and in their owm words through VEVS & LRTTERS. MMARXISH AND FRETDOM"
is our theoretical fovmdation. However, it is not a "program.'*

We mzite no pretense of being & political rarty. Ve constitute
- ourselves as NIVS & IETTIRS Coumittees whome members core togethar to
promote their ideas in an organized manner *and constanvly to renew
them in the practice of the class strugsie.* We have wo intercsts
geparate end apert from those of the workers us a whole.

Those who join ue in these commitiees do g0 of their own free will
by an acceptance of these general principles. Thcy are tound only to
carry out the deciatons which the members have arvived ct democratically.
Others, wiro are not members, are free to contribute material Tor the
Paper and to participete in the digcussions of these caraittene,

- Accepting these principles, we adop't the’ following By-TLaws for
our ‘conduct: : ' o .

By-Laws

"1} The Convention of the entire membersiv.r of the NIVS & LETTERS
Oommittees shall be the higzheat body of the orgealzation.

2) The Corvention shall be assembled on & natlon-wide busis as
often s is necessary, but in no cass shall more than two Yyears elapse
between Conventions, : :

3) The Convention shall elect a National Editorial Board by secret
ballot. -The NEB shall fumetion as the highest body in the organization
batween Conventions. The, NEB shall nlect its own officers. ‘

. 4) The HEB has the right to co-op% members between Conventiona,
when necessity arises, b full vote of all KPE members. The NEB is to
infornm the loeccl committecs of their action and the reason for it.




The youth shsll elect their own representative to the WEB who shall
be accorded full rights aad privileges om the NEB.

5) The NEB members shall meet in full or plenary session at least
once & year. *Its mombers must attend all plenums and conventions unless
excused by a mejority of the NEB membere polled. The FEB members are
to r2et periodically, no less often than once every two months as
regicnal bodies.* -

6) fhe mcmbers of the NEB who ars Tesident in the center where
the paper is rutlished shall aonatiivie the Aesident Sditorial Roard,
~nd shall aet tor tie memberghip in &ll matters offecting tie imme-
Glate needs of the commiitees. Whe REB shell mest &t least onco every
o veelts. )

7) The RLB thail issue « cadl foir a Convention. a‘t lﬂast ninety
dsye bef ors uhe date ecet. RPesolutlons ond diszumsion matoriel shsll
B precanted iu Wullebin foim ot lzact ni.i‘-y fayu before the Convens
...w‘ to mrmil, the fullest discursion by the mechevsiis. ALl members

she cﬂ:":n..ttcus, as of the date of tho Converinon czil, chall have
vo;ce ani vote at the Zenvention, L Any mzaber, or groan .a¥ melnbers,
iy submit any reuolu"ionu, cnnatit..tiona.. amendnents oy dmcussion
u..«er;.a.l. : -

8) ‘Cne-third of 'tne nexhersivip, provided 't:.":.,' oty a0t all members
of the smie locel comuiitee, may at any time call Zur a creciel Conven-
tion vhich vould '{:hea,be conducteu under .these 1lewu, ) .

'9) The decisions of tho c:om.en tion shall be bindZng on all committes
members. ) ;

10) Tocal cummittees may bo established with their.ovm. Local
rules and regulations provided that these do nob contlict with this
constitution, Three cr morc members in a single city noy apply to the
RIR to set up a lecal coumittee, . : :

11) In localitics \:here Tewor <hen three memberc reaide, these
n:embers vhall Le memaer.s-au—largo- reaponsible to the .11,3.

. 12) Regule.r cont ributiona, foxr employed r_a:..hcrs chall be $1.00
& veclt, ond for unemnlored members 25¢ o veeX. Upecial cuntributiona
to the organizotion sus'aining fund are voluntazr,

13) Iocal committes skall meet at leest once every two weeks and
shall send full minutes of their cotivities and deeisions to each other
and to the REB.

2685




14. Membersuip:

Membership shall be a privilege among freely asscciated indivi-
duals, Acceptance of uembership carriecr with it acceptance of res-
poneibility to carry out and loyally to support decisions commonly
arrived at by the majoriiy. The membership of any loecal commities
can invite others to work or participate with them in their dis-
cussions, or to-.exclude those vhoge conduct would hurt the organization.

A. Merbers may be suspended for eonduct detrimentel to the working
claes, or for conduct unbecomlng a member of the group., “*Where the
rember serves on the HES or NEB, end therefore cannot be expelled ‘escept
by the fvll membership vhich elected him or her, the REB shall have the
power to suspend him or her until the following Convention.¥*

b. Members shell be dropped for irreguler attendsnce at meetings,
or for being more thon a month in arrears in ecntributions, without
Proper excuse. .

e Members muy be expelled by the local committess for proved
charges of class collsboration, cl,auvinism against egroes or other
minority groups.

4. To protect memberc egainet false chargea, a.ny charges. againat
any member must be presentet to him or her in writing, in detail, at
Leas’ dwenty-Lour hours before the charges are heard by the committee.
The peraon 80 charged shall have the opporiunity to spesk and o defend
himself against the charges (1) bcfore the executive of the local commit-
toe; (2} before the local committee itself. He or she shall also have
the right of sppeel (1) to the REE; (2) to the next Convontion.

es. If, at some future time, formexr ‘members wiho have been dropped
wish to reupply Tor memberstdp, they shall be accepted only on the basis
of passing through a satisfactory probationary period of three months,
during vhich time they ahnll demonetrate thelr serious intentlons.

£, Members who kave been expelled muet firect apply 4o the REB for
rc-admission.

15) This Constitution and ihese By-laws may not be mnda.mente.ily
amended except by a majority vote of the Conventilon in full assembly.

Adopted July 8, 1956
Amended September 1. 19%58,.%#

*The sections emncloged by asterisks indicate where charges were made.




