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Dratt Reselution on the Bosk

M SM AND FRERDOM: LRTHOD, HNRITAGRE AND PRINCIPFLES
Introduction

.. A% the founding convention of NRUS & LETTERS ROMMITTERS
we both established the paper and set for ourselven the
task of putting forth our own Interpretetion of Herxieam
in beok form, - -

In gur Gonstitution, whish we adopted then, on July
8, 1956, we vrote: "W hold that the method of Marxism (13
the gulde for our growth and development. Just as the atruggle
for the sherteing of the Vorking Day. and the Civil tar in
the United Stntes gave shape to Marl.ls grestest theoretical
work, CAPITA L, so today, Marxiea is in thelives and asplr-
ations of the vorking paople. Ve hold 1% %o bp thp duty of
each generation to interpret lierxiem for itself because the
problem is not vhat liarx wrote in 1843 or 1883 bub what Marxe
ivm 18 todav. Ve reject the attept of both Communiate and
. -the Aduiniatrotion to idsntify M arxiem with Communjgm, ‘
- Couminism is totelitarianiem and the exact opposite of Marx-
. irzwhioh 18 & theory of liberation,

"Heretofors, A merican redical groups have failad to
establich $he theory of Marxiem on native grownds desnite the
historic comtributione the American workersmeds to ‘Marx's
thinking, W have therefors underinken t¢ set forth our sy
interpretation, in book form. It will. exnress;" wa neld,
"larxism as & wvorld view and as an exositich of the workers!
8truggles in America in this pariod of Automation, Owr congern
is, of ngcesaity, with the Amgrican vorkers and their strivings
for a better lifu,?

What was projocted in July 1956 is e reality today., The
book has heen written, published, and a tour to publicies its
ldeas wos undertaken, It opened avenues nove: before reached
by NeEMS & LRIMERS CONITTEES,




I—~loward A New Unity of Theory and Practice

Vith the publication of MARXISH AWD FREEDGH in 1958 we have laid
gerious claim to bgcome founders of & new Merxtut Kumanist movement,
Here, in brief, are its fundsmental contributions:

1) For the firet time liarxism 1s re-ssteblished in its ariginsal
form of & new Huronism, This is not msde a matter cnly of historic
past; hut integral to our own age of Autometion,

2) For the first time tha Anerican roots of Marx)em have been set
forth seriously and fundementelly, IFrom it we can sge clearly both
the impact of the Civil War in the United States on Horx's greatest

. writing, CAPITAL, and our own duel trodition of Abolitionism and Marx-.
ism, - '

The Negro Question hap ever baez the mopt oritical ong in this
countrys Ageln, this is not nede &« matter of recounting rast hisvory
but a question of the present struggles <f the Nagro masgse tuday.

For is 1t left as a MNegro Question® but im ineluded aw an integral
rart of the struggle for %otal fresdom,

The American roots, morgaver, wers, even in Marx's day firmly-
conngcted with ths -strugzle of B bor in getaral for the 8 Hour. Dey.
The atrugsle erownd produstion relotions remzing declelves For exsimple,
after building the CI0, in'a herole movement 5o control their owa lives
and conditions of I bor, the Americen’ workers found themselves shackled -
the more firmly to capitallst mroduction discipline by the ¥hor buresus
craoys The workers! cemseless-efforts to abolisk what Marx callsd the
"barracke~like® discipline of capitelist production relations with their .
inevitable coamequences of brutal spesd-up in the factory and mass .
. unemployment aras recorded in this book both ap ¢ast history and as prosen’ .
strugglos against the labor burenucracy, '

3) For the first time dialgctical philosorhy 1o eutablished as
integral to us in 1958; as it was to Lenin in 1934=2W; and as it was
$o Mavx in 1843-83, Thip ie further concretized by the fact that what
Lenin kept privote == his Philosophic Notebooks ~- have now been pub—
lichei. in English as an Appendix to the book,

¥het is altogether nav in this total philoeophic approach, what
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could only come to be because of the maturity of our own pge, is the
consciocusness of the fnct that there is & movement not alons from
thecry to practice, but frcx practice to theory. This opengd owr

eyes to see how far the workers had advanced in the three decades

since Lenin's death while the thooratical movement had coms to z near
gtondstill, Just as toere 18 & iogic to the development of the objeo~
tive movement, g0 thers is one to the development of thought. The now
in this trulam spelled out for our gensrstion is that workers have
thouzhts of their own, -The questions they nosed in America on tne kind
of labor men are %o perform, while thops in East Germany raised the
question: Qan man be free in this age of totalitariznism? serve ac those
fsompulsions to thought" that fercod us to open, 86 to epeek, the lact’
chagter of Hagel's Logle on the Absclute Idea, A materiplistic resding
of thot, presented in Harxism end Freedom, dogs for our age whai Lenin
did for his age vith the analysis of the law of transformation into
op~usites But, whether or not the Absolufe ldea, es Tthe unity of theory
and practice," is the ground on which the Rew Marxiet Humanist movement
1s to stand, -the point is that philosophy can not be left as the provincs
of the theoraticiene, . The integrality of philosophy $o Marxzism must be
explicitly, anl not only implicitly, aclnowledgaed. It 13 ue crucial for
our age as are the vorld-wide historic traditions of the clmss atruggle.

Tha seal of the bankxruptey of Shought on the pert of the old

 radicel movement was,.of necessity, not confined to-thoughts I% con
be eeen most clearly in the fmct that orthodox Trotekyism is ending

es the left cover for Communism, while Shachtmanite Trotdcyism is
hurrying beck to the Soeisl Democracy., Thus each has chosen ong of the
two poles. of world eapltal to hold on to. The filling of the theoretical
vold in the liarxzist movement hume thus become & ratter.of the greatest
urgency to the very struggle for llberation frem exploitation, as well
a8 for the global struggle for the minds of mons, ‘

4) For the firet time since the worksrs atate in Russla was trang=
formed into its opnosite —~- a ataie capitd ist tyranny —— the.-question
the workm have been adking =—- WIAT HAPPENS AFTERY «— was answered
fronlly and comprehensively both with an analysis of the trads wnldon
dispuie of 1920-21 and the relationship of the so-callad venguerd to
the medsza, Thus the whoie question of "vanguardisn® was token out of
i4g fa3ishistic frame and pluced in the concrete historical dovolopment
of ths iwo decades, 1903-1923, sc that any contemporary Marxist grovp
has a solid foundation against vhich to measwre itself,

5} For '!:_hg first time the analysis of Russin as & state caplialist

2640




wli=

system ~ which was a first in its fleld vhen it wes dope in 1941 == was
tied firmly not only to the mctusl production relations in Russia “but

to thes revisions of Merx’s CAPITAL as well as his Early Philosaphic
ESsaY5e

6) For the first time not alone the econony —- state copitalism =
but alsc the technology ~— Automativn —— ere snalyzed comprehensivelys
iioreover, it i3 done in an entirely nNew wWay - tha attitudes of workers
themae'wes £a yriiton by workere in NEUS & LETTERS, as snoken by woriers
during discussionn oround various chapters in the beok, £s diciateC By
worlters to correspondents during actual strike actione, inciwiing wilde
cots.  Thus our Marxist heritage of the unity of theory and practice
13 not &n cbetraction but is en actusl reflection of tha never-—ending
strivings to sbolish capltalism's inhumen peperation betveen mental and
manual lebor. ' to

Finally, ve eetablished ancther first in the method in which the
Yook wag written. As the book's Imtroduction puts it: #}jo theoretician
_today move than ever befera, can write out of his own head, Theory '
requires A constant sheping and reshaping of ideas on the dasis of vhat
workers themselves are doing and thinking ees Because vs 1live in an age
of absolutes «= on the threshold of absolute freodom out of tha etruszls
ageinst absolute tyranny — the compelling pend for a nev ualty of
theory and practicese.dictnfes the method by vhich this bock vas written.®
This is significant: not only because the discussiona the FEUS & LRTIFRS
Cormittees have had around the drafts of the book for the past to Years
have madg this a collective effort. That 1p lmportent and a Ofirst.?
But, sbove that, is the fmct that the objective mass ‘movenent of the
mingre striks in 194Y~50, the actual East German raevolution of 1953
yransformed the study from s lerxist encnomic mtudy of Rustian atate -
capitalism to a Marxist Humanist siudy o 200 years of mants sirussle
for freedom. the world overs o

 Just as N8 & LETTERS is the dally, practical, prasent-day ex~
pression’ of the continuation of this heritage, so JMARAISH.AND FREEDOH
18 & link in the theoretical heritage. Houever, the fact that we are
. the rightful inheritors of Marxism doas not mke us into en Rolita.!
Quite the congraxy. As tho book makes clear, ve aTre only moving toward
a new unity of theory bcd practice, toward which there are strong oY=
Jective pulls end subjective movemgnts, of vhish we are only & asmall
part, Vhile wa Nobe to become a polarizng force, vwe recognize: (1) that
thare W 11 be those Mgretter than us" who will céme forward in this
wmification of theory and practice, and (2) that the only ones who can




Do

possibly Bring 1%t to life are the masses themseolvas. Only vhen that
18 a reclity do you have a nev society.

1I-mOnening You Avanues: Watlonally and Internutionally

As Hetionally,

The conepirccy of sl lence that surrounded the vpudliceiion of the
book was unaxpected in the senme that even we had not expected such
total politicel control over nominzliy non=politicazl channels of book
reviewing, It became cleer thet since gven ordinaxy channels are cloped
to us that we would have to force open some donrs. s duraslves had
to teke responsibdility for 1t and this turned oub most sucesofully
on the Yast Coast becavse the greatest amount of lebor wne »ul iu thore «-
labor irn thinking .out new vays of epproach and lawer ia Terriatent log-
worlt,. It paid off, ’

The Yest Coast tour clgared many roads that were not open %o
I'mWS & LRITTRS:

1) The most i.mpcrtant wes the response of the youth on university
camuges -~ regnonge in numbere and response in tnen-naburity of %he
quentions askeds Two thou.au.nd were thus addressed.

2) The most snectacular. although very ‘brief, vag of course the v
anpearency wWiich 1s swmpoced to have recched & quarter of 2 milllon,
Whethor to toke thelr owa roting at face valup or not, 1% is certcinly
true that many more hsard of HARXISL AIID FREFDOH through tha.t malium
then would heve tlrough any other means.

3) Radio. This was ong medium thaet was not rastricted to the
West Coest, Lut aleo was onened to us in Detroit, Howerer, whers in
Detroit, it was & panel -- and a rude and ignorant ong -~ -there the
author orly had a fev minutes of the hali howr of rodio {fpe, in San
Franeisco nearly the entire 30 minutes was hers to expound the ideas of
FARXI Sii AT FREEDOM,

4) One book reviev in a matropoliten paper appeare.d.' ong "interview"
type of write-up; many campus lecture reportess Of the lotter -— the

*Not to be undarestimated - though many fewer in number —— ig
tha Yrealtthrough in the South, whare sddresses ware wade to two
university clagses in West Virginie.
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ong on the American roots of iarxism in the Berkeley paper, and the one
on the Coming of a New Revolution in Rucsia e vere outstanding in
shoving the maturity of the thinkcing of the American youth. It certoinly
8emands of us follow-ups and al)l serts of ingenions ways to_try o

ges to bhon i s toke ourselves sericusly es foundars of g new karxiahk

dunenist moveoents

B. Internationally

The response in Europe, vhere the book has not Yaen pudlished, has,
in many ways, teen on a higher Jevel than here, For eXxample, 1t wae.
imediately recognized cs the foundation for a Marxgt regroupment in
Italy where immediate and continucus attompts at publication ware made
and which —- there is no doubt of this at all ~~ will be brovght to
fruition in the next fev months. .

In France no less than six diffsrent tynes of people ars intarested,
There are those who ere doing the actual work of tryvinz to got & pub~ )
lisher. There are othera who began serioun correspondence with ue Just
because they have recognized the fundamentzl contritution we have mads
" here and wanted to acgoclate i th ua and get our oriticism of their
works. Ong scholar pointed to the Facht thet ha had found the chapters
on the impact of the Oivil Yar in the United States and the Illuminations
of the Peris Commmg very illuminating. For o Frenc to say an
Anerican mode 2 gontrbution there i high‘Cumptiadnt indogd:— ArFafge=
menta-h=d bgen mnde to reviel the-book By Ghs of tic—sutstanding Marxist
Tessarch workers there when the Algerinn cows took place. Whatever thab
does to MARXISIi AVD) FRREDOii "28 a book,” there 48 no doubt at &1l what
extraordinary effect it had on making us seriocus contenders for o fooal-
point for' b arxist regtoupment, The great variety of letters that then-
bpgan to powr into WEWS & LETURS ghows in rractice the integrality of -
bock and paper mors than theory could do, . - . - e

. In Englend there have buen some orders for the book but thus far
no publisher, but the contects are sufficient to make posaible further
inroads, From Japan there was an inguiry; from India an ecknowledgamahte
It & only the beginning, .

Ce What Naxtit The Indispensability of Theory

We have sold apnroximately 700 booka and the publishers probably
noe more than 500, With the-books. sent. out for reviews 1t numbers 1500,
Anothgy- thousand are still.as:the printery to be mold, for which we eres
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responalble for about 500, It is aob, however, the dsbt we owe %o

the publishor or ths sales o such, which must continus and en a more
conatstent and pll--round bagle than heretoforg, which are the crucial
roints. The ixuth is--and unlsss thet neroeates each of us coupletely
we will not % nble to break throuvgh to a higher level of devalopuant
~—ths truth is: wo have singularly failed to grasp owr own achiave-
ments and our furiiier perapsctives——the nead to walke gxplicit what is
only implicly in the book. That is %o say, theory as & continuous
procean »hab doos not stop when put in the coVers of 8 booki She paper
&g bhat continuine gesvnd,

Firet ig the failure to recegnize that Just as ths rrolptariat
has contributed mora than the intsllectual to the writing of the doolk,
80 hs has gained more out of it, "And that ls trus both in the organi-
gation and out of it, All cne has to do $0 vee that is read the columms
of Angela Torrano, Charlex Dgnby, Bthal Dumbar on the boolk, as well ag
the articls by the stesl worksr on the termination of tha UAY contract.
Thers are meny other waye to shov tals then in writing and, agein, tha
wotkers 8re showing it in their own davelopment, Since the intplleotusl
is much more glib in both tallking and writing, howaver, it io not easy
for them to penetrate this. Tet, until they do, they will not reslly
Tulfill their role ap intellectupls——and in Hils bDirth-time of history -
the intellectual is called upon to perform a greatsr role than evar
btefore since the birth of Marx himsalf. x

- Second 1z the fallure to gragp what 1o the Marxiet intellec-
tual’s role and contribution. The empiriciem of our dmarican haritage
i here no help, A complete breal with Lt 1s what ig called for. We
have seen some ovidences of this in reports lilke Barbarg's and Morgen's,
but thers 1s no full comprehens?on of ths two sepmingly fundanental
oppositer in Merxism and Frosdom: (1) thai thers is nothing in the
. thought of man, even that of & genius, that has not previcuely been

in the -activity of the common man; and (2) ths indlspensibility of
theory and henos of the thaoretician. The first relates. to the fact
that dialectics iz the philosvophic summation of the Frenoh Revelution,
The second related tu the fact that, desplite the faot that Marx could
not break through to the form of CAPITAL wntil tho activity of the
masses in the epoch of 1860~]L, his theoretical activity thereafier
not only eummsd wp the past but anticipated the future, includirng the
struggley of our age of state-~capitulien and autemation., But tha
future of necessity wao anticipated only in goneral. To maka it ever
more concrete remains the daily taak of the thaoreticlan, be he worker
or latellsctual, Reclstance to any recognition of both these trutha
is whet keepe us from spelling out such perspestives ps BELLING AS
FOUNDERS, Yot thip ic ths prorequigite tc the actual building of &
movement, which wiil i:g the presocupation »f the Resclution on Organi~
sation, The Poper and Yinmnces. Here it is sufficient to concluds on
the following concrote pointe:
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1) The six *7irsts" msntiomed in Part I ef thig
Renclution must be the bawls of gur selling as foundary,

2) Opening How Avanuge both es specifisd above and
a8 lotter writing and other much mors ingenlous ways must continug
&g the center of our activity,

3} The Yook must werve se ths congtant point of rofaroloe
in educationals which do not etop at merely "learning® but as irnove
tors who can meks explicit what is implicit only in the book, ~Thus,
Just as epecialization on certain gsubjects, such am Chipa, ILatin
Anarice, was mada the reeponsidility of the ‘BEB, ®0 1% must Yo ox-
tended to the organization as & whole.

L) Finslly, NEVS & LZITEZRS 49 to bo taken as weriously
for studying as 1% was taken by the suthors  of MARXISM AND FREEDOM
when they were concernmed with breaking down the division betwsen
theory and praoctice, - :




