A Digoussion Article
by ¥. VOREDT

The Regro question im & problém that hag 0 politioal history.
Murxism has to 46”l with 4t in & Marxiet mEnnad, This oconnotes an -
extansion, developmant or praoine povizion of the prindiiplem pro~
viousily establighed by Morxiate on thib qQuentiune 1 propois hers ¥
atnte whet the approach of Lowpin enud groteky wis and to show theti

thut ¢pproRch w: 8 O0rTust. 1T is necesoary %o do ®o in ordar to under-
stand both the pust impending develoyments in the future.

A, THE NEGRG QUESTION AS A BATIONAL QUESTION

nproperly speaking," proclainad Debs, "there 1o no Hegro ques-
tion outside the indar question.” {1) Thiws uitra-lett phragapiody wis
2 Sooial-Demparetic forua of esqapisn f£ron the sotuslities &t thy Negre
prodlen both with respsot to aupituliat goolety ue & whole snd withia
the 1lsbor nnd ravolutionury movements in partioular. _

mae Bolgheviks, too, were nol without gome thaoraetisioue who
failed %o cumprenend the cumplexities of the antionul question. Thua *
gtalin tried to ghow thod national oppression stemmed only fxom feoudsd, -
not bourgecis relationa, snd hance tkot "in Amorics nziicmRl opprese
pion, gensrally apeaking, finds no plase." Yo thia Trotaky ratorted;
nfhe suthor completely foryetis the Negro, ndian, Immigrent ané aclame
181 problems in the United States." (2) - ' '

Note that the “Hagro, Indlen, inmigrant end colonisl problems™ ot
sra groupeé togeihsy &o menigentutions of national opprepuion, Trotsky -
thought that tho Anerigan Mowxicts were too vueily satiofied with L
abptreot Geductions regarding the Negro problem. The Negro, they suld,
“ha@ no national cuatoms, culture or ‘oven roligion outmilde 3f the . ok
Americen culture and religion uné henoe the Negroes are mol & matisde ' |
el but & reoisd minority. I eveén the Haegro ig 0alled & raoial ninog~
1t£, vhat @iffarence doos it meke to ths principles on vhioh B MUAYipe :
ipt anelysip of the Neyro quoetion should Lo Laasd? syations,” wote |
grotoky, "grow out of the roolsl naturisl unfor defiaiﬁa-cnnlttiuna.o..;I
We do not obligate the Meyros to begors & nation; if they axe, then
thnt is & quomtion of their otnsgivupness, thet is what thoy depire .-
and they strive foree.es In tny sibd, suppression nf ths Negross pushes ' -
them toward.a politioml nnd national unitye." ) - S

. Ppotaky's approdch to tha Negro quostioa, his insigtence that .. 7

nan abgtruot exiterion is nut deoisive in thiz quastion® wers smeraly
a gontinuation of Lonin's approuch to thia qusstion.

‘ sanow
I, Morx #nd Ienin on the Notional (uestics
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Jenin's Thesgs on the Nationel end golonial uenticn, which |
gﬁ%d&hﬂff

wiAB adapted by tho Geoond Uongresd ot tlio Communiey 1 onel was . g
speentielly & stetewent of prinoiplos. It swbvaces the Mersipt polioy = «.
on the quention of mationas nnd nutionsl odnorities co wall bo aoloudsl
apd "financinlly depenfont und wonk nutiomnlitiss.” The Thooés singls ..

- put two nations as illustrutive of the type of national approssion

that ovokes mepn noveuoniu of roulotnnod. Thege nations arg Ireland T
aad tho Negruou in Amerioc. Phis ruference to tho Nugroes am u *natiem®
generally onlle foxth pupord or Duirke aLng: erioan Marxints who

have studiod the Notionsl gueptlion in Benera wnd the Negro question

in partioular & good denl luuu goricuuly thuen had Isnizm.

‘1; Internationa) Sooielint Revisw, Vol. VI, 1903, D 1113,
2} Hietory of the Russian Revolution, Vol. III, Pp. 52-83.
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Those who oppoEe the principles hy whioh Lenin olearly demez-
onted the National quemticn from the genaral guuation of the proles -
tarisn revolution and bage their oppouition on the faot thut lanin,
and after him Troimky, thought the Kegroes were a nation not only fly
in the foge of the meterial whioh exists but weem to be ignopaat of
4he frot that, opart from the Revolutionary vay, no seotion of Amexi-
onn history is ep fomillar to Luwropooans s the imporiation of liegroes,
their enslavement, und the Civil Var. To think that Lenin ong Troteky
believed that the Amerioan Hogroos wers & netion in the genge that
tha Irinh wera a netion 43 %o agoues thom-of groes and vulzox lgaorw
ances Does any oneé narert that lanin snd ‘frotuky thought the Jews in
Polond wers 8 netion? vet, in hiu foreword to the Prolininary Thoses
on the Nationul Luention, Lenin included the Poliph Jews au nn: " UXERpLe
oY Tho problens ¥o bé Genlt with under the Notional Quastion. (8)

Lenin ugsd the word, "nutivn®, (4) ir itp broud wonma of oppraoage
ad £nd oppresming grouvs and applisd it both to national winurities
and ¢oloninl najorities., 1n his very nwiorous polenicpo om the [utional
(uegtion, und uguin in his Theass, Lenin euphusixed that sonoreis hipée
orio gituelione, not abatrsdl Goneiderationas, formed tha Loonl point
of theory und sotion on tho National (Mestion., The declisive thing wes
thot "All nutdlonul oppression emdlls furth rcalpjancs of tho broad masge-
o8 of people." (8) It 1p insutzZicient o wtats’ that cavolutionlaty
vould supporithoue moveuents. It is not only o guaation of smupport,

It ie &8 question of support und tho development of nationul utiupglee,
not fer abetruot rensonn, but because theuwa slruggles mint iusvitebly
davelep along lines of indaependent muss sstivity, se Moaxists, wo wonld,
-naturnlly, profer--if wa could indulige in suoh nbatrnotionu--bmt the
noveuentn which ars grouped undor the nationnl Quuetion would tuka

a turn towards u ghedding of vhat Troteky calls the national eholl

and revoc) clearly tc tho purtioiptnts the acolal amna olavuy contunt
therein contoained. But history, us woll us the apalysis of the eoconomin
taglo of what marxisis oall the nationc) queption, hns shoun that
these queutions oun be resolvod and olerificd only in the gourse of thy }
gtrugolo 1todls, - o b : ' .

Korsover, where tha national quesiion 1s involwved, it undanyarse . -
a Qifferentiati.n whthin the proletariet. the proletariut of ths oppropyw.:
6¢d counlyy ooouplen 8 gubordinete pocition to the proletariet of oppreas=
ing ocvuntry, %hio &tepeoi &= not peculivr to the Umited Statos, In e
thie gouneation Kerx snid thuv ca Joag as $he Bourgooliple of one

country holdus douination ovor the othexr, tho suwieipition of the
gz'uletc:riut in tla oporeusing oountry -is impopsible, In his lstiier
o ylepriTed Nuyer uu‘ﬁ"lb’ il ﬁogf. Worz ouplified on this 1dce thuss
rha orfilnury English worker hates the Irish worker ap
a pompotitor who lowere hiip otandard of lifa, In reloe

tion to tha Irish worker he feols himaelf a memboir of

the ruling natien and so twns himselfs into a teool of

. the nrivloorsts und capitnlists pgoinst Nrelund, thus
Ghrangthening shulr doutnation oVexr NIMSULi. N6 ohore
ishen reidgious, sooinl and nutTGURY projudicos sgainst

the Irish workex. iis attitude is much the pawe us
thnt of Lhe fpoox whitew® to the *niggera® in the fox-
mer alave atalen of the U.8.A »ee1% ﬁhe antagouion) is
tho seocrot of the impotance of the English woriingclacs
— . daupite their organizntion." (6) _

On the hoplu of o ptudy oi thie situntion, Lenin oonadlulded
that revolutioniste must apply whut huc beoowe known us a dunlism of
propuganén nddresnsed to ihe proletariut of the oppressor nutien and
thot of the oppresved nntica. Iy e polerde with Pyatukev on the
netlonel quagtion, Lenin defendod thie po-collod dutliom of pruphe-
g8uaa on the thot the prolotariet in the oppresnor nation Adlfors
from thy proletariut in tho oppresced natim "eld along the line¥; (T)

iz; 0f. feleoted Vorks, Vol., X, p. 231
4} Angd Do 118 mLIothar delagates to the G,.I. Qongreas,
1noludi:a tag Agnrxo:ncrgpmnontnuvg%, John }22“. -and
Le ¥roince « Secend CeX. Congrens ptanogruphic Repodt,
1921, eop. pp. IAI=IJS ¥Y, Titisalen)
Tollvolod trorks, VoX.'XIX, 'p. 24D
"Selectea VWorkn, Vol. Z, pp. 646~647
Collvoied Viorks, Vol. XIX, p. B4Z
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b ad PREARE !
" eoonomioslly, the worker of the opproasor naticn more easily hecmen
pert of tho lebor aristoorsoy} politioclly, he partioipates more .
fully in the 1ife of the country} and intalleotually, he fesls tupdme
lor beosufe he &8 tnught Aisdnin for the laborer of the opyrosced
nrtion. The ™ations" Lenin referrsd to in his polemioc were the
imnigrant and native latorers in tho United States! Does thin or

doop this not apply to the whita und Nogro workors in the tmited
Stntest The emirk on the fogeu of Americnn Murxists should reall
ghange $o & furrew of woyry fovr whilt tholr ettitude really betraym

ig what lenin oalled "petty bourgeois citionol 9g0ism™ Zor am';'qi:

mous oppreasgsl. iHere, ~ghin, Troipky mersly Zollowad in tha foo

steps of Tenin when he stated that the argumonta of the Amexiocen
warxiots revealsd a "eertwin cancession to the point of view of
Amerioan chauvinium."¥ .
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IX. Notional Epolom and Hegro gulturs

the problem of naticnul egoisn &ces not, of cource, resolve
itnal? merely intoe the faot thot the prolotaria% of the oppressing
nation.ls tought dlsduin for the worker of the opprensed nation. Hoe
tionel Qguiem Leg &8 firuer besis; an econeanio foundatiog .« The point
of apecific politienl implication in Iwnints Impsrielism, 1o that,-
ovitng to the super-profitc of imgerianlism, the bowrgooisie ls sbie to
bribe a cection of the proletariui of the advenced countyry anid thers.
by lay the basie of politiosl oppurtunism. The Yesro mouwsz dv not
genstitute po grast o mosg vy the colonlel messom but, 88 we shall
s vhen we anrlyze the eoonomic roots of the Nogro question, im the
Bouth in partioulny tho whole capte cystem in fortificd by the Liffare
“aglintion not only in labor tmt algo in potf.{ bourguoip jobae. Thim wakes ..
tho sutoerdinatiou o the NHegro not only n matter of big eepltel, It .
. glves o dofinita ccononmic notivation in the participntion in that subpgs -

dinaiien to sther cloumos and pub-olausag of the populaidcn. Ty

T It ie the generul guocess of nepimilotion in the historie
devilopinent of & country like the Unlted Statop that lendn grodenas
to Lhe type of ulirteloft phrasoology behiad which lurkes aationcl cgew -
ica. In Lerope the nntiona} minoritiss fought for indapenfence froa . ; -
the lavpur soodsty (from the Tzoariot or Austro-Hungarian Baplarow]e
But in tho uUnitod Dtates the nationnl ninerities th:t came to thia otuge. -
try fougsht for intogrotion within ihe lurger socioiy. Thoy more oF leas .
pucuouslofle It ig thip whiok 08 ouusad puch dimorientaticn im the ke .
of ths Anmordonn Murxxdstn on the Hutionsd Question in Amorios &s oppoessd -
to thely more rendy comprchensaion of it In Europe and Asie. :

Tha oxcontion to the integralicon g tus Neg»o. why? Sursly, it
isn't the gogro's doingy he only wanlo his ocseimilation ugospted, We - .
t0a thut hore is & conplox patitern thut cdnuod be . solved by cbeireet
eritoris ng to whot ounstitutes s natim. : N . L
tuoh hes been writtsn of the srmonepn of the Nemrc and Amsrican

©gulture in order %o prove thut tho lngroos ars not o nation, But whut ‘ .-{.',
theue wriliors have foiled to show i9: why, then, does thore nevortha» ¥
lean oxiut & No;x0 problom, Thet is the nub of 'zh_a nattear, The semahess -, .’
of tho liegro ond imorican oultuye dows not explain thip. Tuy explanatiom™
rather liag in the ipolation and attomptod eoxclusion of the Begre frem ~ . 4
tho  Amorfican oulturde The porciotence of the divergenoce unk ity mharp= ¥u
nous 1o whut Lonin and Troteky suw in thoir epprouch to ths Heg'o pyehw- =
lew, It 1g the lcgro's gpecial oppreusion, the deprivation of him polite - 5
foul x»ightn, the diporimintiiion ugainst him om the job, Jim Crowimsm .
tnd rocie]l segregution thut mukes of him o prodblem, The attempt to
gloon uver this £iwt or subordinata it to the genorsl labor preblom
Trotaky coneidoxod a munifustuiion of, o donogsniocn to Amexrdosn
chauvini g,
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III. Nagrs Ulavements

Some of the American Marxiets are cbseensd with the 1dem Shal
i the Neyro problem dbe clesssd as part of the Nationul Question Shad
tharedy we will lose sight of the olass ptruggle (8) ond thue let whe
- Hegro Dourgeoisio dominote the naps movement of Yogrcoo. Tiers is, of
souras, » theanrationd Anncer thut the Nacyo bourgacisio would dominate
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fhe mapy movement. That denger oxists in every natiomel movemonts Bub e
in thiz spsolal osas wa muat nos Lorget thut tho Negxo Yourgeoiuis is - ..
infinitessimelinnd to 0all 1t & compradore bourgeoiuie® im mersly to 1.
proapazs the wny for serious pulitioal errory, A geuuins comprodore bteuks
soisie is the bourgeciaie of Indis ox of China. They huve a ogsriain B
nfluehos and power in the process of prolusilon, :mi ox¢ the paeg .
who fotually ups finanoe ompital, They have 6 geeinl hrse whioh wouldt
enable it to overthrow the dominant impericlist powsr wers it not foy -
the faar of the magnams The Negro bourgecimie hoag no roots in the
process of produotion itself, It oan cffor nothing to the Xexro masses
exoept hot air on the race questién. It im not & gompradore bourgeoisie.
It 13 & sootich of the Amerioun petty buurgeoisie, /Purtharmore. it fa
the fesblsnt and most contemptible sootion of the Ameyican petiy bowr-
groiple. Not only is it reatriotsda to cerving Negroes, but evoa emony
those who perve Megroeg, 1t ig raoh the saualler ond inalgnirisvut seo~
tion, being, for exumple, fax outnunbered and ocutdistanced Ly the Jews
who live off tho sume weotion of the population, o,

There 18 & dungyr nleo thut the Hegro moveuent would be domine
ated by its petty bourgevis laalers . There iz always thut kind of dane
gere But whe:it is the wny in whioh, from the bexinning of Moaxism to
the present day, Morxlsts have ulways mat this prodlaan? By conctently
precching about the class wtrugile? Yom, oertainly. Marxiets alvays
have and alwoys will preagh about the olaps otrugglo un%il The domplete
overihrow of capitalipt pocietiy. But the whole point of plecing the
Heyro question in the cntegory of the Nationul Questiocs is tho Zollowe
ings In order to proveat the domination of 143 noveosn? uguilnet natiomal
oppremeion by the peity bourgaoisie, ihe Herxistu plsoe thempslven et
the herd of this movement. They Go oo neither with equivooation nur
with the air of "hiw wnfortunute it iu thxt we hovo to svute tiue om -
thisg wnfertunnie wosknueas 0f {le naBsoE. Hu¢ Ths only va{ tp dofegs .
the petty bourgecisie im boldly to progleim not only the dagitivmey -
but the revolutionnyry significanca of tho styugple nzoingt waticuzl L.
opprosvoion. end in our owm wa{ to drive the pelity bourgeoviuic Traax the . '
lesderahips. Nowhers ip this batter expraepucd thun im on ortiolg, )

written Uy Lenin in whish ha oxplaing how Horx uped thip method ia :
eonnsotion with ths agesriun quustiou in vhe Valteld Hiutss, Lenin them =
applieg the puime method %o she pengant quoption in hussia. He weltem b

Tesothore 15 no doubi .sbout the revoluticaary mad domoezrate '
10 natwure of this wovewsnt e,in wo wust wappoet 10 with e}l s
oux n:ight, Gevelop it, neke it politieceily ecnsolous ond -
- Aafinitely olawpe movament, push it Lorwayrd, muvch hand ia
hane with 4% to ths eud--for ws ars marching fur buyond
the end  of any peasunt movenent; ue are mavehing su the
© . very and of the -\viudon of noclety into cluzsez.” (9)
. Theso wods oon applicd ©2 Thd ouncruts aftvation of the mapysa of
the Hegroes in the taited Stateus. “hat ig what i moant, wnd that in N
whet Ienln tnd Taotoky weant whoa they anld  the Negro Quastlem fe powv
of the Hationel (Guustion,. ‘ . o i
' o may that lalow is to £ix it ell ia to pay nothing. Labor hag .
toff£ix™ nll problesu. Tho proletariet is sho only cohosiva »ovolutloumry
'olagu in- pregent-fluy uoulely and no fundmuentol tyensfoxunting of the
so0lal ordor wsun oowud eureopt under its lwadoxship., Dut meanvhile the
Hogroom are in conoptont aotivity und orpunizatiwn (YAACR, Urbon Lygea,
the Garvey movement) oa the basls of the faot thud thoy Bre a nuticna
cpprasesd ninority. Thay work with laber comotimon, tnd egeinut labor
at other times., Thoy canmot be Lold to wait for the duy of the revolution.

3

(8) Ienin knew thowe eeounotiono of forgetting the olaus etiaggde
in the notlionnl quontion vary well, Writing om tho Irish quenw
tion, he gtatog thet boonupe Marx in the Intoraoliusal LEOPORe
el & rdsolutioa of pynputhy with thy *'Iriul natiou' cud she
*Irioke pooplo® (%l olover L VI would probdbly hive ruted
poor Maxx for forgutiing about the olesa utrugpldi)ess”

" w=galeobod WOk, Vole VI, Do8Y®

70 ¢oll the Negrd bourgooiole a vonpradore LoUrgecioie is &o maki

the Negro Cuogtien indesd a nationn) quostion und mot merdly MW
the upplicangion of the prinoiples of tha notional question te
ainority group. Lonin unt Trotaky nevor weat that faeo

{9) Beleoted \lorkn, Yole XIXI, Des 203
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The faot that the Negro massrs gould embrave so utopren a sohwss ap K
"pagk to Afrieahesa utopianism nll the more suioidal sinde sheir oustoms,
langusgs, ond oulturea aro inerigune--pgvenlm both how frustrnted the
Negro fTeelu at over achieving full demcoratie rights im Americc snd how
demperntaly reprosncd he feols fm & nntional ninority, And, what im moye
\ lmportont, they meen %o Ao acmething about thig with or without the _h_;%g‘
| of revolutionista. They flook %0 him who recognidue thAL Tundarienval, . .
Y? ThS movement develops intc meunotianary chunnols, &8 the Garvey movee
) mant most Qertainly 4id, snd if the rewWolutionigts were unabdle to make a
dent in his renke, 1t only proves that the anl; way to influenos neossm
An metion 45 by ludevstwiling Ve wolorlying, u4oep SOCUCEAS and SGVLIaL
\ ©duBed,, by guiding the movament, not by throwing epithets at it, this
-is precisyly what lLenin nennt by trancferring the Negre quagiion Lrom
the genexrnl proletarian struggle tuv the moope of t'w Hatlional quemtion.
1% wep Trotuky's ocontontion that if wo understood the reoson
for @larvay'e mass roﬁowing, we oould have the aunswer Lo the Hogro
problem in Amerion. To thig day yrovolutioniaete fail to eutimate the
elgaificenoe of ths movements, Thoy only look ut Garvey the fuker and
not ri the maps movensnt of revolt. A study of tha darvey movement in
outeida the noopd of thlw uxtiole, tut it is importunt to foouw attene
tion on how Troteky wmeunt to apply one of the main lesoons he droew
from ft. Recoguiczing that the Negro's epeoifio opprosoion woulld avoke
& brocd meps movenent, Troteky vtateod that, should suoh a brocd nuse
Fegro organisuviion desire. to elect ita own cundidutes whon they put up
on & oupitelist parcy tioket, yhe revolutlonipte could, undaor ssxtein
gircumstanoss, witharaw tholy own omuflidats in Laver of such o ssndi
dots, Such & y¥aGicnl departuro from the ravolutionary edvice for the
proletexint 4= ganaral to vove only for indepondent working olsus oane
didates eould have beon suggestied on only one grounl: Wwoteky conmidersd
the pegro queptio: ag purt of the untional question, as indsed ho ropetut=
- ¢dly stated. The nuiionsl uad coloniel wovenent is the only iastanse c
where revolutionists souditionrlly gupport bourgeols purty tipokotu bge
orugs hore, pesmingly ohcuvinium 1o really the gxproscion of revoli. Aag’
¥OVOLto OFf minority LYuupB, LOnir Goughl Uk, &X6 Notv NOPOLONLE .
S . - %Thg dialeotia of history is such that pasll nations, A
powarless sp An indopendont fustor in the strugsle against |

inporinliem, play & payt 85 one of ths farmantui vue of tae

- baeilli whigh holp the resl power agalnet Amperialims v
‘gona Lo tha neene, nunely, the pooluliat proletariat.” {10} -
‘ Protoky?s thevry of the’ pemianent rovolution, which toalywes’
the ralation of conbined deyeloprment and the avoln) foroew &t haud %
golve the prodlsma rulsod by vonbinad developnent, givea us the broall
Morxist thevry whioh must he aprlied nt home .ap well sn abrond. Yenints
fheses ocn the Rutisnul-Colénial Question provides ua with the wonovet
TInk to Fhs molutlon. 1Y ointap ThAt 1t is neonosary "to put @ m“"‘!’a
Gorner-gtone in the nutionnl quoption not abpbtract und not fornel prine
oiplas, but, firstly, an oxuot estinmiieon of 'the historically eounorate
. altuation, and, primurily the sconcmio situntlion.? {1il) We whall  pro=
gead to Ao Jupt thut,. ‘ .

P

: _ sekan
B, KCONOQUIC RODWS GF UHE NEGRO PROBLMM

"It 18 doubtfui,” wrote VW, Ee B. DuBoio in 1935, *if there is
ancther group of 1 million pewvpls in the widat of a ma&em oultured

Yond who ere go widely iuhdibitsd and mentally oconfined as the Luoriota
Neoro,Y (12) Of the thirtssn millivn Negroee now in Aneriea, nine und
one~hal? mi}lion ptill live in tho Bouth. It is to tho Scuthexa economy
thersfore, that we nlnll have to turn, the horrible situntion that oxinta
in the South im puwsible only in & faselst cvuniry or in a democwaila
svuwniry where the econonieo bapis is oo powsrful that it ovar-rides all
othar oonsideratiine, The cotton pilantation in the &ays of ite power
drove the Negro down nm & slive, End puch power ag it hae teday 1% unes
to Gominate the Regro in the South and projeot ita influemos in the Nersh.

{ﬁ) Golleoted Works, Vol. ZXX, pe 303
b+

eloated Worka, Vol. X, ps E3¥
BInok Haconstruction, De 703
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. the greatest yiofim of {he dominance of cotton owlture i Voo
Jogro, It conGltiona him um @ min apar$. ag & "ghenmieal™ that will not ' *
digoolye in the imeriocun melting pot. For 2o archuic o systum up evottom. ', ;'
eulture in so ndyanoad & Sountry ap £0th gontury smorios oun keep frum .
collapuing only thruvugh dcopotic ecoisl relations anl gunpi-totalitops .
isn politlee. Any freafdom of movemunt thot the Negro might gos would
topple the whals inirioste ptruature of cotton oculture with ite semi-
faudnl relationshiss which ers alrondy mush uggravated by the proletars
ianirsation of the Negro. Thus the Negro is "oonditionsd ond dsvoloped
by opeoial edonomie realntisna™ which pursue him everywhere, in the
seantry end in the city, o the plentition end &n industry, Ssuih opdt -
Noprthe Thai s tho bais of whe digoriminaticna that exist in the Horth,
The basin i@ not ln tho lexiv's oolor or Yutigua® of elnvery or¥plots™
of oapitaliests. Creut probloms of this kind aré not & rogult of any
plots of oapitelists nor aven af historic trudition, ¥or the historio
tradition to be so persistent 1% muut foold and nourish 1%self in econs
omic roote desply imbedued in the oovmmunity. :
lilotoriune who alute that the Ne,rdp problem is rooted in aluvery
and ctop there full Lo ses the orux of the quoation, Tho “atigma" of )
slevary could not have persistud so lung if the oocnomio rouking 0f Rlave
ory uud not persistods The Civil wWor «bolIGhea tho instutution of ala¥eiwy,
but 418 not give the land to hlm whe tllled 4t, iot having got the lsmd, -
the ponsant's fato w'a inevitrble, whethor he bo white or Hepro. Even )
in Russim, where tlure wus some frawdulent attempt to xive tne sers the
lan8, it wug impcaesible for the Ruscian sorf to riwo ubove the needs
of ths beokward econouy. All the wowvo wo in the South wvhere the Hexro
d4id not get his "40 morse and & mule”, Cotton remaluning dominunt, gends
feulol relntionehipe were lnevituble. The divieion of lubor est np dy
the ootion economy may not bLe disturbed. %Tho @oclal ralations arising -
on the baaia of the sotton sacrony rensin %lapa ohenged then the @moll
iteaif on whioh tlie cottun is grown, (15) vithin tha eocnowis remsing -
of slowory lie the econdniio youtsn of the iluExC QUOGLIOE.
- toriuniitely, Anerich I8 50 birren of JGrxiol econoiiote thed
hoars, Loo, & Kueeian hae produced the moot protound study. Lenin, sesple
ing £Q olsrify the mooiv-sooncuic el tustlon and evelution of Kueseien
agrioulturs, emborked on & estudy of Hew Dats on Lhe Iaws of Levolopunent
of gapiteliem 1n Agriculture, wnich comprivad au¥ wiRIyeis of CLh )I%u'rf"
Ctnd Apricuituce in the . Staton. Provious to the writing of THID =
VOTK in TOIZ, Lenln, In nlo thoson oa the ugrurien prodlgs, dcuonpirated
that *ihe ocontrudiotion botwoun the whole eooinl developuent und morfdom
" aseocroterdn ooouonic development and is & sourdo of opproesion, burder. _
ity and of fanumeradle forms of Oriental despotivu in Ruseisu lifs.® (14) .
Ané in nie ptudy of ths Amaricon development of cupitalism in ageloul~
tura (i6) Leuin found & ®atriming similorlty Lotween.the eovnemio poale o
tion of tio Awerioun Japre und thut of the Lousesr port of the ventral .
sgrioul tural provinsss dn Russiu." Yhe NHurcdnilkil, on thg othor Land,
{even no oux conlompor ry wnnlystz} glowscd over {;ho feudal survivalpe
- Awarion, they sold, vwus. 2 country that hud never inoun foudelimie I%
1e thie stutement whioh sorved ag ths begis of Lenin's cuvuator~theaslisi
Prhis ptatement i1u dirastly oontrary to itne fuots, for the sconumio
survivals of alevery are mot digtinguigboble in any raupect from those
of feudnlien. - ) '
It ia true, of course, that Anericu utnrted its courue of inde-
pendenco with no foudal vestigou. But 16 phwuld not be forgolton that
with the davolopuent of the plmusation eosonomy of the Bouth, with the
“inventlon of the cotion gin, thers vie 8 dovelopment and oxteasion of .
tha sleve egonony. & oivil war wep as negosunxy to overasme thot eQunomy
in Americo ap 8 Lourgaoln rovolution wis nocupsary to overecms foudalisa
in Europe. It weens, in Tuod, that the lnter ths bourgecis ravplutilon
o 6inat feululius ur yltvéry takes placo the lugo aomplete it im due %e
the highor eleps Alrferentistiun in duvelopud bourgeols dowloly. At &
certein stuge i% vesonoe impomseidle for the bourgevieie Lo curry ouw

Binoted Yorko, Vol I, PPe 180-161
15) THiIg work, in & oomewhat Aifferent transliation than

gw Deop Bouth, pe <08
la
quoted above, is inoluded in Soleotod Works, Vol. XIX.
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, thio revolution at nil, That im the historlo foundut¥icz of the Dexe ,
manent revolutiai, It is the lateness of this development in tha United '
gtutes whioh aguountas for the imnncious egonomio survivals of slavery '
whigh ptill exigl in the gountry end domincte thse 1ife of the Nagroes,

Lenin puints to & glaring example of the purviveds of
slovary in the supeyrstruot.re ==the appalling ajste of 1llitersoy
anony; Hepross Su the Scuth «~-nnd soomentis; "0ne can eagily meﬁine, .
the sggregats of lopgal and eocial relets onghips vorresponding to this
dingreoeful condition in the field of 1itsruoy." R

, But Lanin doss not giop there, s thon asla the quastica whieh
£0&E svralght tv the rovt of jhe mutwer: "wWnat, them, is %lie aoccnomie
%‘uunae.uon upon whigh thig fing miperstiruerturs devaloped and iz maine

ained?®

iis Anower 1a; "It ia ¢ foundntion typieslly Rugslan, the
'roal-Rustien' systam of shrra-tananoy, vize., shars-oropoine,

Lot us invontig?l?u_'ml"ﬁ_maal-muia-u "By B U e'rn'ufo sLharo-oroppiu
in Amerion. Withcut such n hriuie all telk of m"etigma® of slekory,
"poyochology of Jim-Croviasm"§ ur “oLpitaliat plota” im not only supere
fioinl bub serves to disurient the rovolutienary movement and lesia te
rouoticrnaxry policlaan, ' ,

T Y ) '

1. Boos end Black Relatiomship; “the soonomis
FRTEEon (oF ThE] Fons Eayerstrugtures
The aavnomiq gurvivols of slavery menifested thomselves in She
. erop iilen aystem instituted at the ond of the Civil war and which stil)
oxiate to thia deys The orop lion pystem turmed ths South into wn .
immense phop and st41] holds tha tenant snd oroppew in & vioo. The oredpor -
hig neither contzol of the noture of 'hiw orop nor of uarkedting 1t. v
Tha oropper cwns nothing but his labor power, and sust part with haly iy
¢f the ornp for "furnighiiygs®. Scaehow tho rest of the ©rop neama Likew
witisa to go to the merohant upon whom ho depends for his avery purchamge
of o)othinmg, food, impleuentp and fertiligexr, The groppsy is charged ,
axordltont prices bur he must not question the word of ‘the beoma whe -
kesps the Looke und makeam the "matilement”, &t whioh time thae oropper
finda -hbimaelf in debt and thus unable to lsava the land. To this day
Tor: ;hnnnno-thirﬂ of the eropperg are une and one=-half yeurs behind
n dabts ' ' SR :
. The morehant diotetes his very diet..selt pork rfet, moal and
nollosdans Imfortunotely, with hig pellngre-ridden body reculting frowm
this diat, hof,muat ﬁke;isa turn go his aredltorlfor th: oron;or ﬁ:wr
has eny odash for modival trevinent. Thie parsonal depsndsnos for his
plsos of pork. stitoh of olothinyg, a.:odicai).'—‘rm. Crtign, mewul pooial sube
ordination and puiltionl devendencs. Aghln wa arat turfl T0 Lenin W K
T5un® the uwalns 1o a subordination to.be the baokward edonomy. iAnd
"a onndltion und result of the syztam of esonomy wae the extireaoly
low and routing atnta of trohnique fer tho 1land wog tilled by smzll
pennents who were orushad by pavarsy unf dsgrudsd by paysons) Aspandense
and ignorenoe,” ‘ : ) ,
To this dsy the Uld Housh ia gore ghnruaterized by the mile
than the txectrr, Here 1t s nossibla only. to indionie the powerful
eoonomie bugis of Weisro oppranaion in the Mmited {jtatus and the degren
to which it ig woven into the whnle ocapitnlisiis struoture of tha onug=
try. This bankrupt asyatem of production hud for yirars beun feeling the
growing chaos of the workd markot, Under tho norminl, eapitalistia
devalopnent, the otpitalist orisis would hava drugged the Asgro fronm
hin persoael suboerdination sn€ 1ifted the whole Hegre strugpla-to @
fnr highey plana. Tha fumction of the erigses ip o weed out all iae
etf.olant meotlione of produciicn und leave the sooinl arganipm ahaken,
:ut teohnnlogienlly on 8 laval suparipr %o that whipgh sxiated hedars
he orimsen. ) B

.-

In she courds of & "henlthy™*®capiialist Gevelopmont, the
South should have, Guring ths leat 25 yesrs, exnerignosd 3 powarful

"Crf. Ihis Poyohology OFf dim JTOWAinE, Bede APFid, iVéde

*eur. Ca ﬁﬁﬁflﬂ,‘i‘.‘ RYT; WHow would this confliot be
potilod a;d tha *heulthy! movsment of oapitulimt produotion
resumed under normal oonditionuTee. upnder &l oirouustcuces
the equilibrium ig restored by muking more or less oapital
unproquotive or destuoying 4%,%
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4" movemens towurds tho aigeppearence of ehare sropping end en equslly. T

~ 'powsrfui tendenoy towards lerger and laorger upile 0% prFoduatiun B ]

woll ug intonaive meohinigntion=-all in the ferooivuy mtruggle of She. -
gurvivol of the T.Ttest to oapture the shrinking world markel. The '
negroes would have besn nprooted from tho priuitive "bomn and bluok® . . ., -
rolationship into tho r¥anks cf an agrioulturel proletariat, and the A
sgononic bagiz would have been leid for o mors or leds rapil reudjuste -
ment ot the sooimsl strusinre snd poliilcal atruggles of an adyrneed
gharnoter. Buat the orisip in the world at large und in the couniry os -’
& whole, combined with the political power of tho Houthern oligarqhy
and 1ite votellites resting squarsly on the sconomio gubordinstion of
the Ne,Toen, enabled it %o mgussze sufficient subsidiation out of the
sapitalint goverament to mrintuin the roiting sysitem. Toduy elare .
eropping oan romsin by wubsidy snd subnidy 8lone and, demplite all ghauges,
it ig on this that rosto the aosinl and legsl relationshiow to whioh :
Lenin rsferred.

The L. A, A, im the worst enemy of the emancipaticn of tho
Negroes in the Bouth beonuse it not only chocks the dovolopuwent of the . . .«
country 8e 8 wiole bul muintuiuw the evororde gystem whioh ia the bLegls
of his ppsofol politiosl nmd puulal endluvomont. what the guuthern Bleco
ballows in Comprres way AFiaiuiiv the sonpitive esxre of the Hervurl men
in Eho #hite House but wheu he ooues down South, they tel) hiu what
to Go.

'

when tho liew Deal omme South, "the puternaliem of the plantar,
the dependency of the tenunt wo metioculously malntained, tha gtern
sbjootions on the part of the 1sndlord to &ny ohange in the truditiom=-.
" a} relationahip" (16) mude it diffioult #nd in poue onsap impoiuible
for tha govermment to deal direotly with tho croppor. Yhe fenr of the
planters thnt the oropper bs remvvod from his influence and lcuim thet
Le 18 not parsvnully de.endont upon him et up well-nigh insuracuntable
barriars to tho oropper'a gotiing uny btenofit from the A, A. Ao The
sounty agent in ohargo of thy AJd.b,. paymentp, for inaotange, hnd %o
mfke tho oredilt utore the point of dimtribution of A,2,3, CHacks. The
resul% wee that the merohant retained the oheok either for "unpuld
gebta” oy for “future Zuraishings™ to his tenant. Or the merchont wowlff |
sugsent that the ohocke Ve glven to him wulright. Under the prevailing '
selationghip in tho rural South, suoh 2 "muggestion® ie tantheamountv 7
en e¢diot that the Uovermaent agent Lua to oboy. - . .
.+~ .  _Tha peovriling rslotionghip whioh wakes such u- sugguution & . 4"
lew ig knoun e tle "boss und blagk" relationship; end iis ecouvalé zeus .- o
je the cottion ouwliuwre. That is po porvading o roiationnh&g thet 4% ::

Btill holds though oro plii 18 N0 1loNLer ou exolunively Hogro cacupatiom,
- THero oxe i the 01d Houvh uow B ST Y60 i Te Tonants fo‘ o‘v's'i"d"’njﬂ'f-'& co
1ion Bogre tonnuts, though of the oroppers the Legroes still gonetitute s
the majorlty. . - ’ . . ‘ .
R nuhe 014 bops tnd binok attitudev, write the suthors of the
nost oomoiss @ouacmia gtudy of ootton.oulturs, "porvadem {ths whole
pyBtemeseslhe Tixed oustom of exnlojtation hag ovryried over to the.
wiite tenuont.” {17) v ) - S
ghtpe~oyop. ing with ite "homo und biook" relationship io PTurthoy
proof of tho esonomie yemnina of plavary. It koaps tho Negro ohained
to the lovewt Fuag of wne jnduwr &nd greuies thu Heg#o Probleu. IL 2
white men entors thoe pluntntion-tenunt eet-up, though verbully he Yo
the mopt violent prutuguniusé of e ruee issuo, he wust bow to the .
$novitable und La unbjeoted Lo the "boms Ewd blaok™ relationchip. lievers
theloss the wolution of the pltuntion of the white oropper Bous not e
invoive the sppliention of Lonin's Thoues pa the Naticnal uestion aay
nore then 0id tho pituntion uf the TUYEs oY \He Goniral Byrio
provinacs of Rumpin axcopt in thoas plnoos whory the gonditions of rene

oune an outwnrd nuRITGREAEIon oF tho D640 i raxion problom, o8
FoL1;T0R 4N 1P6lonA and #ocini oultnid i Tnala Word e8sentially manie
femtations of the fundunwntal sgrarian problen.

Although the ngyarisn quontion wous end atiil in ihe UaUis o2
the Nesro Gueation, the prolstaricrigation and wrbanigzation of the
Fngroes have produooq othor fuotors, which we skall now cone@ldsr.

(16} Jurmson, Dabree mnd Alexander: The Collapse of Cotton

Tanung pe b
(17) Tole— %, 10
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I1. 2he Prolg$arimnisstion and trbenizskion of the Begre. . ‘_:f ,‘; Co

e miners' strika hus Do vy £ar She 0Nt sigaificont strike
- minos the oultreak of the smr. Thw wngle faut that in many of the pouthw
orn mines the maiority of the workers ars Negrsos dIings inte s.arper
relief the inmportoncs of the proliarisaisaticn wnd unionimation of she 1,
Negro more $hanm & ton of theges on the subjaot oould, Haverthelesy, in - . °
considering the prolaturlanizesion of tbe Heproos, we nust rsnenbyr its |
historic beginninge in the South whera to thip day the meJopity remein
in ugriocultiurel pursmuits. That gould have been so enly baceaugs the
induptrializetion that onme South was built not on the »uins of slavey
but along side its coononio ramains, This cofditions She H6x
In egricultuTe BUt T1so In industry both in ¢the HSouth and in the North.
We will oonsidar, firet, the South, then the North, ‘

r

1. zll_l_ﬂ. Bouth : P
Tndustrialization in the South, insteald of Aisintegrating the «
peasencry, 1l.a,, transfornming it iu 1ts majority into preoletlarians, ank .. -1
thus oredting the traditionul homo markst for bourgsols produotion, de- -
yeloped go halSingly that the blagk peupunt-~and that means tho major
* labop foreo involved in the pajox Orop,  cotton~-roubined ieriely unw
touched. The bourgeoisie dscided upon thig sacrifioca of the home parkot
Zor the uake of naintonsnos of the sooinl structurs thore, (18) the .
time textiles oume South, the bourgsolmle wug bary wwoh uwarg of the - - s
real relnatiunships in cotton oulture #nd the éxplomive force gontoinsf
in any ohange of the bluok peasuntry to induptry, whioh would have weam$ . -,
6 rugh of the No,rooa to (et away from the plantation. H4cce they left =i
intect the blaek labor supply of the plantetions, not in- order %o hLave *:
e labor remsrve, but-in order not to intruie upon the ssmi-~foullsl agpowmme -
ianrelationn upon whioch ootion produstion wis buged. T
Thus the "plot™ for the maintenunce -of "whide guprammoy’® in A
the Bouth urose from the antusl precvess of gottun produntion, There - 5
vos & "gontlenon ‘s ugrdement” thot Southern induatry develop unler the | -
oonliticma thot 4% loave untoushad the blusk labor supply of tha planta=' ;.
tiong. JuRt BE COLLON IADOF WobB SL LIrpt X0luslvely W Veg#o 'é’a‘éhpi atign, -
80 textilo lober weg oxflucively & poor white cogupation, 4Ag laie an ‘
1437 -only 20,000 of the 360,000 workers in the toxtlile indwityry wera o
Heyroos &nd praotioully eil of thedk were anployed mot in the direot proe .-
dego of productioa but srouwnd the will. leverthelepu, aitheugh Bhe Xiraw -
stops in induptrieilzation--light indu == Dy pugedd the Negee, heavy -
industry 413 nut, Tho Negro baing At the Wery Dottom - 6f the nosiul .
strueture, onpiteliet moeiaty pushes him inte the worst pais inldupisiss.
But for that vory roeson, as the oapltaliazt soonohy develeps, these . -
industrier Yacome mors and more iaportant. Thug, from tho very foot of
what he 1is in oopitoiist gociety, from ithe vary faet of his natinnal
opproesion, the Xeuxrs baoomsr ons of the forcom for the sverthrow of

capltulilame The %gg;*g rulatuxriut hng boen youy ggg_t%%g laced -

~in induetery. By p ﬁg.lﬁ Y JUuNhorn OLoel WOFLSTS es%'u'n'.
I‘EI‘SZ‘U'—A', out of 8 tolul of 1Y, 393 employed in the iron and stesl .
industry, 13,221 or 68.74% were Negroes.

‘ . ‘The Negxro hrae besn nmn intagrel psrt of labor in hsavy ijudustry
5ings the ssrlicat days of Soushorn indugtrlalization. He wag & niliteny
member of whatavar wions took root there. &t the height of ita. powsa,
the I.v.VW, olaimed cne millivn membsrs, 100,000 of whon wera hegvoau.
The mopt importent of tho I.W,.¥W. unions anong Negroés were precimely
in prajudica-ridden Bouih, in the lumber induotrier im Ioulgluze enad
Texrp 8xd smong the longphoremon und Goshworkers in Bal timoxe, Horfcllk
and rhilsdelphia,The Broiherbook of finmboy worksars in the lunbor oompd
of Louisinia, Tcxhe 8nd Arkansaps hed 36,000 members in 1910, 0Ow of
whon were Magzroas. In reacend ;tuars unicnigation {G.1,0.y Usideii.} 8w
aprend through the South end the Negro hea boooms wn ossabiiuhisd port
of the trode union movement, Many of thopa uniona have overvome reeigd
Barriera %o the extent shot thoy hove mixed uwjions.

{18) Foxr o loment sbout tho great lome the suorifice of the
Southarn home murket means to this day, of. Raport on
Econonie Qonditlcna of the South, prepared ]
PFETIAGR Y, "By the Belional Ylstgonoy Qouncil.
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Batween tho two extremom--%axtiles which omplo{ ‘2o Hogroen
'in the 4irect process of rroduetion, ang .aines-and peel Millm in
which Hegroes ore mors or leds squel in numbor o wihiitemesthews are
the go-culled strictly "Negro Jobs''-wcaw mills, fwwtilisér plauts,
eto, Theme employ mainly Negroee. dhey weruin unorgnnised. Theyinre
loonted rurally so that ihe Hogre im o mush dsulotod as & fuetory
worker ue 1f he wers o pesmsant still, It veneing o faet that the
greuter purt of "all-Hagro Jobe" in %ho gouth ape wtill in sogregdated
tnd gomo-segragated Jobe and induwptrics, On the other me; [-1.3. T8
tiguity to furms builds up & gvarunity of intewemts so that praotie
oully ™ight on the farm we heve the fuotory workers whe know of no
eregonnl dependence in nrodustion & wycisakiwar relations xnd who
‘B-rr ng 0 their peasint brethren thut sll-important knowledge in Wreak=
ing up semi-Taudrl relationg.
The proleturiau dugru is not the oowsd plantation hend, He i
liternte snd hag boen digoiplined by the fuotory. He knows tha might
! of a cohemive gooup, organized by the very process of produotion. He
P48 anG feels himwelf o potent Zavior. He'is no smali ninosity to his
- white brethren in industiry.|he relationship in the mcat ovheentratss
industrial Ai4triots of ;.ma South is 58% white to 4627 Fegrs, and in
pome: he form the mejority. For sxample, of the E3,000 U.k.W. mtadirs
in the Alobrunn mine fields, the Regrowa nusber 14 500 oF 0% :
#6vartheloas, the "bope and bleok® rellationship--~that is, the
;raeleld rslation ha¥ing ita roots in the ,lentstion coonony~ptill pure
" suras him in the oity Bs well as in the oonntr{. Woge differentiale
. exist in ths gnotory us in the field, Begregs ion, Jim Orowism, mocial . ™
1 diporiminations perssat. The vontrasiotion batween the potensy fn tha - W
procems of produstion pnd"hig Besming Ifpotence outnifo Omnnot Euk ZDn& . 1.
T nEnnor ‘g__f"e—x EoEnIon. % B9 UXploblve pOwer in The BVFugrle of tHe Bydthe |
aIm WeETo pr'ﬁ'g"mm the. Jouthern metropoliz will have signigie. .
canoe in roperoucsions for the contiguous rurud Black Helt. It willi
otrike direotly &% the heort of the Southemm egonony ant foutheyn -
politios ond upsat ea well Forthern oepitalist inyeronts whish have so
“reomdily aeooplefl the South's ssgregaiiom petisrn in ordew to sois T

surplus value from-it. Aot among the millions suffering on the plantes: Y
iiong und among the hundrsds of Shonsands who have wox shomselven 2 . AT

. Plage in industry, the .roblem before tasm £0 and must continus for & o
long tims L0 U5 Thé emdneipation from the notlonei opprepuion whisbh thay . .¢

feel at evary tmm, rhe Yourgecisie hug poned the queuntion in $hia tar:m 2 &}i
" to &raw the most reustionnyy aonclusions. Yo the problen as posed by . ‘% _,.§
the bourgooisie the prolstarinn winguard munot bLeware of merely giving . " Nw
& direct negutive or sinple neagntive, Out @ide the unions end inslds, .Y
it must poue the emanoiphticn of ths Reproos from netional opgpressiocn o
not only ag a lagitinets 82nand of the Negrooa taemseives, bud Az an S
; 1npt1>r%_nnt oontributory faotor to the whole struggle egainst bourgesis
. BOOlETY. ~ - ) - ) .
8o tasle o oontrndictiun in so important & seotion of the oosme
ony (e is eotton culture) wid oue whioh hem guch powexrful social and
politionl reparcussions oculd not pogeibly be oonfined snly to %he
South but is reproduced, and in sertein phases Par more sharply in the
Korth.Charles 8. Johnsor, for instanse, in his Growing WUp in Blag
Delt,--points *out that the“weban Southém Negss :.n"mo§a :rr g 'opu ons
Thon the yural’ Southern Mogro, 2nd that the Negru in tho North'ip mowe
reos oonsolous then the Reiro in tha Scuth. The full importance of this
dovelonment we shall grtup when we trece the proletavrianigation of
tho jjogro in the KNorth,

B. 'T_h_.; orth
‘g""l'h"a baglo movemant of capital in 191Y-1719 and the novesant
of ths inlustrial Feacrve drmy of iabor Uring the Megroea to the Nowth
énd fram the fact thot they axe Hegrose sanda them into magn indus-
tries. With World Wor I the Heigro becvmes an ostavlinhed pers of the
. Ameriarn ludor force, dometituting in 1980, E2.74 of labo® in builde
ing trodes, 16.2 unpkilivsd in etee], £8% of unekilled in nest
packing, 31.?& uf iﬂnaahoraman. G@-ﬁ% h suw rilis. However, wo long
1@ bugio industries remeined unorgunizeds-and they ocould not bus T~ _
mein unorgonized until the unions lot Gown the colox bars aleng with
the oraft linnm--the Negro aeuld not become on inteprel part of the teade
union novemens, But with the coming of thes ¢,1.0. we vitnoas the
waionizution of the Hoyro onm &m wnpraccdented modle.
Neveriholean, in tas lorth too, the proletarimnisation und

\rady ualenisation o2 %ho jegro did sod reise him W We a%a'aua. -+ 5
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) thn white proletarisn and 44 nos &iwnolve hiwm ntrnggm fay glgm—
- tory emooratio rights inte the goneral cloae struggle « First, in
the trude unions-he musd Lfignt as & Hoggo ror his place um a womker.
wege differentials, meniority, upgrmu.ng have by no moans _peen skolighe
ed. Then, outsides of the trzde ugion, i 48 ghottiiuned.

Doth fouth onk Xorth the Hegro has besvme urbanised um wall .
|um proletariunized.|whils in 3870 she wurel Usgro population eonatituted
80.2% of the %otal Negro pepulation, the porosntage of yursl Hegroes -

in 1920 dropped to B6.4%. In that Ienx- in the South the Hegro was
ised to the extent of 4D.P%, In 10lé=1024" one and one-half milligm
dggroes left Southern farmm. .
In Nirthem olitiea Negro populatzonn zesmeld to grow up Ovay=
nights Betweon 191y and 1320 the Negroes in New York grew frou, 91,709
%0 102,647, nn inorense of 63.3%. In Chioago the Megro cxporiancu&
146,2% inorease end in Detroit o 611.2% inorease, from a mare 5, 4.1
in 1910 to 40, 830 iu 192U, the two gruet Hepro migrations from the
801uth==1916-1919 and 1921-192dw-hinys no parallel in this wer, but
thers hem been & sionifiouy mugretion to the Northweat. By 15‘10. 2588
&P %l Negro populution lives in tho Horth aund Horth\%ut. 90.15 of
$hose are urbanized,
~=yRiv urbanization la or the utmunt inportance. The Negro
Quentiun bagomes, in Marxiann berminology, muis of the rluiinnal Gasg~
tion than ever :nd there ia not the @lighteat doubt that Lrotoky's
insistenoe on this question was a rewult of the kunowledge of the
inevitnble duel dovelopment of the sooiul voncoiousness of the gouwite
try 88 & whols and the roce gonsciouunocss of the Hogro. Yor m.oraua .
20 000 Neproes in narlem nre wonk and isolsted, hundreda"‘? Thounirds
ur om foEE £ 61l Northarn ﬂn‘ YOUD 1L1Ve in Ned YOr -
ore'a"h a"trement'.o R 1" 1""' Ihe devalGpment of by Hwpro Gad him
conuoxmmnsaa.
ST In the ereation of comprrotively free proletarist and sdate.
proletaxlat of thae lerge wrben centers in ths North whioh oxguted the .
poasibility for the dovelopment cof the powerful Nogro presg. In thia .
resyest, Guomax Myrdinl heis corredtly pointed cut: *tho forelign languagy .
press 1g doomud to desappear as immigrents become fully amnimiletod-
and 8@ not »eplenished vy new imuigration, The Megre press, on the
| sontrazy, La Bound %o bYegonas ever uvtronger am the Nogross ire' Snordds=
ingl sduosted and gulturelly aseimiluted but not given entrmnos to the
I "htta world _n "lﬂ} et
A besutiful sxample of thia durl movemont and itm soenomio base .
wag given by the Plttobouigh Gourier in 1947. A bourgeols newapaper moss . -
intensely raee oonacious and inoresgingly oo, it nevertheless for this T
vary reugon lod the mwing of the more. progrepsive ¥ogroew in the commanidy .
tomrdn ontry into and coccoptmmee of the C. X.0.
I% is precisely in the Northern urban gentere that the

;- Bharpest politionl axpraunion. Qwpitalism, in dragging the Negroos frsm
! the South, cannot nrevent the explosion and revolt of the nsticnal
' oppregoion whioh the pemi-foudul evonomio roletions in the gHouth nod

‘only generate tut ure abla to kuop in subjugntion, The ghetto-like :

laxiatonuo. the sociul humisantion 2ot only mpring hiatoricnlly from the
j outton plantation, The votton pluntutim oxporis to the North ita
: workorn imbued aith the 1deology of the Bouth mlong with thw Kiun,
; the Xnights of the Camelir, wte. to stimlute, eneourags =nd’ oraauin
; the antt-Hegro preluiiows of the peonple of .the North, fortificd uuong
Lt:he workingoluss by ccupetition iu industry.

= sareg o

%e onn. guil wp our study na followas [l) Heither Lenin nos
Troteky belleved the yegro wi:a n . tion, nnd yet they unhonmni.ns.w
lngad the MNapwa Q\.e-t'a'x a= pawd of the notianal gusstisn. {2)amer—
otn Murxists have £ailed o understand that nanhar the Hegro at .

Tor cgoimilation into the nationul oulturs xod the Rurcoyess natiun

struggle for independencs from the national culture of the opprevoing

notion invalidate the appl!o‘rgs%ion of tho principles of the Morxist

&pprouoh to the Hutionnl Quontion. (3] Moruiats wuet meet he dungar

of petty bourgesois mnisleadership of the Megro novement ageinnt notica=

Al opprevuion by regogaining not only its validity but fiu revolutionw

ery ohtrsotex, 1lading the movensnts (4) fhe roets of the Negre quaation

| politioul romlts inherent in the wituntion in the Jouth Peceive tholy

{19) An American Dilexma, Yol II Do 913
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+3ie noi in the "plota” of capitmulinte but in tho sotnonip reusine of 7y, %)
slavery, thet £s to soy, shard~oropping. (&) the wi onoe of this - V4
syatem by.rabatlonnry oapitalism Lot cnly{sovema tho guveisd ond pols R
itioal ptructura of the South, Lut aprsads its influvnee througheout ',}.ﬁ}
th» whole oountry. (&) (hie urbanization wnd proletarieniEntion of tha . W g
Negrocs have not beslonlly nffootsd the ecanouio roots of ihe Negro. Gk
apetion, Thoy esive the Negroes not cnly a bettexr banim for Joining in dhe '
general politionl struggle. 'fhey almo sharpen his vense of oppression e
tg 2 notlonnl minority and give him the opportunity to organine/shd 8,
ptrugele ap pach A minnritg vith, howaver, the purpome of intograting ;-
nimuel? into tho soninty which sb43l exoludes him, This i@ the Quel = -
movement vhich 1s basic to an unfteratanding of the Nogroe (ueation in "
the United Stuteme (V) To Trea hinaolf fvom hio opprosvion, the Negroes
will bo compslled to ptruggle ugainst capliniipt sooiety wh{oh oan=-
not relecamse him. His voxy opproocion makos him potontinlly eno of the
bittercot onomies of the exiasting society, as e evidont by his atti~
tude tovard the war. lowever, tho unouploymont inbercni in the acoisl
arisio rnd the punt higtory of the coantry make the polotaniut most
vulnersble on the very quostion of the seuindlation of the Logrs 4ato
its ranks. ihis will probully be tho foorl poiut of the funolgt atte
#uptn to dlorupt the prolstariat, The prolotaridt must Pesgond by ¥adw
ognlzing not only the velidiiy but the inevitabiM ty of mazs Kezro
novermnis againet Nogro eppreguion and ptrive to 2ead thip movemsats
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oapitaliat uosloly. Whin can only bo done along the lines luif down
in the Merxipt thécie on the Yelvicoal (uentione . ‘
e havo smphagized tho powerful netional aspoots of the Hagro
{megtion and it roots and ramificetione in the ecchcmic sud gooinl Pe=
lntlons of' the country mo & whole, Tt 4a what mokes 1t & Hatisna) -
tusatlon. Ap the eocinl orinis dovolopen and Fho prolotariet bscomes
mors bhLd nore vongoiouns oZ Ato rolo np tho yoezoserating forge in ALere
iorn oupitalist scolety, it will not only of neoocuuity be compolliod % .
shoulder iiho sulution of tho logro Questiom. IT ceunct at the srne time .
‘0void unleavhing tho oppirations of the lsgrves to fros theunslves
from the upoolnl oppression to which thoy rxe mwbjioct, ) o
ihet the proletoriat wtil uwltivatloly oolve thdg pTudlun wy
hove. ne &oubt. Ihe opyression whiech the boupgeoizie nes so morpileroly
ploced upon the Nepxro hun not only rosultod in pluacing them in etrategh'
anduptrios bul will give their dsvoloping cliss conscloumigss o Loshil-
ity to ths exiuting soolety nnd v dotoruinction to deotroy it which
nugt bo the souniorpurt to tho hiztory of tiie Nogro people in thip
oountrye Lut for thin very veanon daolining onpitalipt opaloty plded
by .the histurio traditionp of thoe sountry will soe in the Neuro Quootieom
the Tocrl point of atinek in ordor to Aisrupt the proletarist. Under '
thane uonditfons, on the ono hend you huve the queation of cenilowity,
clunet ghop, ote., and un thy other hand you will synin poka the Ne;ro
‘problen £ o nrtionnlly oppruusod minordty ingide tha.unione Vith unag-
plogimonl up the bLuolc quection foolag oupltuliat aveloty in the poat
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o wer poriod ho opportunity for oronting dipmenpion in tha »upks of tie

prototerdrt will be subatinticlly inoroteod. Wlready the rioting. that

" took ulceo over tho veuntry gives wuwdotok:btie evidonos that the bouyre

goviuio o avwnpo of ito opportunitiesys it 1n equnlly cleer that the
prolctneint 19 nlee avnrs of tho G-ngorv. s Pundemental point of the
Lirxlut eluontion of tho prolotarian vanguerd nust bo ng oloor o graap

. rE popnibla of whot ig naunt by tho Loninict dofinitiun of tho Hegro
i queation eo pord uf tho Matioanld Quootion, and the onpnoity to ungtur

tho prinolple of nppronah mnd to apply it In the inoraapin oouplliontions

[ whioh tho hepro question will pragent.] ¥he Yoxas Frimarioc ie the,etars,

¢ amtll beglining.
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