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- Gatea t.hmks nhat the quesuon of
the Socm.hst Unned Smlcs of Eirope is “a programmauc
question, over.which there is. no fundamental dispute, and in
which there is nothing new.”. {NEW INTERNATIONAL, . June,

- 1948, page 18y, The trouble is that johmon misunderstands
the réle of the party. It isn’t so simple.

‘The National Committee resolution and Ga!cs’ cxpos ion

‘are bcuz:d upon a false’ lhcaremal aﬂa!ym of the natwnal
. struggles in Europe. )
- . Lenin in 1915 suggatcd cerlam historical conditions that
would ongce more ma.ke possible a great nationnl war, m mod

ern Eumpc

+ Tt Is highly lmprolnblu that this lmperla!ut wat ol 19:4 16 will be
: um:formed into a natlonal war....Neverthelers, it cannet he sakd that
-aagh @ mmrnrmulon is_impossible; if u;e :Eutepean. prolctarlnt. were 0

ain lmpom tinr nnolhtr twenly veaus; if 116 present war were to] wnd
T .io thess achieved by Nanmtnn, in the mbjugudan of
a puinber of virile naticnal states; Jf imsperialm ‘ouulde of Europe {pri-

mﬂ!y American and ‘japanue) were 16 rem:lin In power -for mothcr
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Lwcmy v_mm whhnut : mmu{on to sochllm;‘ay. P
anesc-Anietizn war, then 4 great natlopal war in'zumpe wnuld e’ pou-
sible. ‘This means ‘that Europe would, 'be’ thiown " batk for’ ‘scveral -decad
[This 1§ Improbable. Bait it is not Impotsible; for to picture’ world"hhwry
as advanclng smoothly and’ steadily without cometimes, u.kingmigm :
sirides backward is. undialectica?, unsclentific and: theoretically..wroag: -
{Emphasis in onmnll. quoled hy Gam. NEw llm’.a.-mnmu. ]-mc 348
page 187)

The Vlewpnlnt o! I.anln

_Lenin is here’ mking as' a preoedenl. the Fren ¢
uonary and Nipoleonic wars, From 1708 to. about 1&01
Iulonary France fought a progressive war ‘againist mona
and feudal Eqrope: “About_1808"the’) progressive. Ge‘
tocracy ard the bourgeoiaie reorganized Gcrmany,
the roforms of the Frerich Revolution’(as far as ‘was possibl
_from above), in order to free the country. {roin: the l.mperl...'lg
domination of Napoleon™:{s6¢ my. ariicle;: 2, italize - Sociery:
and- the War," New. INTERNATIONAL, ; July, 1940,: p2ge -115).
The war thercupon chmgcd Its chmcter. beooming ir

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL OCTOBER, 19‘8




next stage, on the part of Germany, a progressive war of na-
tional emancipztion. Today, in the advanced countries, the
progressive national rdle played by the German bourgeoisie
can be played only by the proletariat, But the nationsl war

of the proletariat is the war for international socialism. Noth. -

ing that Hitler has done has changed this in the slightest de-
greo.

We must see this very clearly. In 1792 the Paris workers
compeled the French bourgeoisie 1o stay in Paris and fight,
Ir. t814 the Paris workers asked Napoleon to defend Paris.
Both the bourgeois emperor and the bourgeoisie refused. In
1871 the more mature Paris proletariat, in its cagerness to de-
fend the couny, armed itsell and overthrew the Paris bour-
geoisie, which fled~only to Versailles, In 1942 the French
bourgenisie runs to Algiers or joins the Germans, wherupon
not the Paris but the fully matured French proletariat takes
upon itsell the liberation of France, icading the nation. But
this is all on the basis of the advancing proletarian revolution
and the struggle for workers' power. There is nothing bour-
genis about it at all, nothing. : )

Lenin, and Trotsky after him, posed the transformalion
of the imperialist war into the pational war on the basis of
ti~ incapacity of the proletariat to lead the nation, following
tiv complete subjugation of Europe by a victorious dictator.
‘s 1t would be a terrible social retrogression, a genuine “hurl-
ing back of society.”" In my article I quoted, instead of Ienin,
Trowky, who oudined these. conditivns chiefly to show how
impossible they were for any period that we could foresee.
Lenin, then without our experiences, is: not o sharp, but is
clear enough. Look at that quotation again.

-The first condition is that the European preletariat re-
mains impotenc. The whole question revolves around that.
Secondly, the particular war must come to a stop without a
revolution, owing to the impotence of the masses. Revolu-
tions in the defeated countries there will be none, berause
instead of a bankrupt boutgcoisie, the European proletariat
will have to deal with a European dictator like Napoleon.
Lenin then looks to see if there is a socialist revolution
,abroad, to keep the European proletariat alive. If, however,

there is no gleam of hope, then and only then, after many.

years, will the proletariat be in such a condition that the bour-
geolsie would have to take the lead against the European dic-
‘tator and fight a “fruly national” war.” . L

Study of the NC resoliition convinced me that the resolu-

tion did not reaily know where it stood on this question. In-

directly but as emphatically as I couid, I, warned, “No such
_situation as Lenin envisaged is visible in Europe today.” To
this Gates replies: “We have merely to ask: If this is so, why.
then, do you say that you suppoert the slogan of national lib-
eration?” He actually says: “It has mot happened rxactly os
Lenin said, yet several important conditions cited by him
have indubitably occurred.” Instead of rerreating, he plunges
head foremost. Which are the “several important conditions”
of Tenin which exist to keep the proletariat impotent and
open out the possibility of a national war once more in Lu-
rops? Thete is absolutely not ane. Heing in confusion here,
Gales Is in confusion everywhere, And let me say in advance
that this is a very dangerous question on which to take an un-
clear position and then attempt to justify it.

The Prolatadlar and the War
The NC resolution and Gates have what 1 called "a deep,
profound miscomprehension of the European crisis.”  After

study of the NC resolution T thought it tmperative to draw

282

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL + OCTODBER, 1943

sharp attention to the wemendous experiences which made
the European proletariat of 1939 so different from the prole-
tariat of 1g14. 1 pointed out also that, to crown all this, bour-
geois Europe was being battered to pleces, thus relieving the
proletariat of any sense of atlegiance to the existing society.
1 emphasized the tremendous historical developments of the
war. Rut the NC resolution then and Gates now understand
neither the deep revolutionary temper of the masses today nor
its relation 1o the successive shocks of the war. Let us bricfly
analyze the relation: :

a) Hitler begins with a tremendous “dynamism.” He
knows and all history teaches that in his situation he must
win and keep on winning. As I explained in July, 1940 his
blitzkricg dared not fail, "for failure and a war of stalemate
meant certain disaster.” (NEW INTERNATIONAL, July, 1540,
page 121.) If even he had conquered Britain, he still had
America to deal with. There is no peace for him. But for the
time being the masses are stunned. :

b) In June, 1g4t, he attacks Russia, The moment he does so
the Europiean proletoriat stirs itself. Hitler's aim is to capture
Leningrad, Moscow and Kharkov in one sweeping campaign.
His dramatic failure in front of Moscow Jifts the European
proletariat still higher. So does the entry 6f America,

¢) The unexpected and superh defense by Russia during
1042 has a tremendous cumulative influence on the revolu-
tionary deveiopment of the European proletariat. (n this war
cvery month is equal to 2-year. In the second half of my arti-
cle (NEW INTERNATIONAL, May, 1648), I wroter “Let there bt
no mistake about this, Stalingrad and the Ameican invasion

"of Africa marked u new stage of the war—the impending de-

feat of Germany.” And,.in opposing the idea that the work-.
ers were sluggish, not organized,s etc., and that-the revolution-
ary movement was non-cxistent, I wrote: “These arguments,
apart from their theoretical invalidity, lag behind the wremen-

.dous speed of development in Eurcpe and the contradictory

dynamies.of the actual conditions.”" The NG resolition siates
that *...the working class, as a whole, is still in 2 sort of °
stupor.” ‘

And- (even if this were true) how will it come out of the
stupor? “The intensity-of the exploitation and oppression of
the conqueror, rising constantly, helps to enlarge’ thie ranks
of these groups [who struggle] by driving the more spirited
workers to join theni; and the indications are that this trend
will continue.” - (New InTemNATIONAL, February, 1943, page
45 Nothing could be more misleading., Not intensity of e¥- .
ploitation, but the whole past of the last twenty-five years and
what Lenin calls “military decisions of 2 viclent nature” are
the decisive factors on the revolutionary aspirations and. ac- .
tions of the masses today. Does this need proof now? Today,
not a year after the NC resolution, all occupied Europe is
poised for revolution, ’ -
‘Flic Soclalist United Stotes of Europe

All these commissions and omissions Teach their culmina- ‘
tion in the reatment of the slogan, the Socialist United States

of Europe, and that is why I concentrated on it. I wrote: “Be-~

lind any proposal: to make a change in the application of the
socialist slogan...” and Gates interpolates “What kind of
change and who propases it It seems now that Johnson daes
not understand even the réle of the language. The NC refo-
lution eays that “to helisve that this dogan shonld portipy
the same place in the Marxian program and, above all, in_the
Marxian platform, in the revolutionary transitional demunds,
now, when Europe Is divided into one independent atate and
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a whole series of subject nations, is the sheerest kind of ab-
stractionism and dogmatism, and 1epresents a fajture to un-
derstand the radical change that has taken place in the Euro-
pean situation.”

That, 1 say, is not only false but theoretically ruinous, 1
am going to stme the dilference now so that there can be no
possibility of misunderstanding.

The NG isvluidon beleves ihat inammuch as the prole
tariat is compelled to take upon itself the national defense
against a foreign power it thereby becomes less class-conscious,
less concerned with socialism, less militantly determined to
achieve the socialist revolution. 7 state unequivocally that
exaclly the opposite is the case, that inasmuch as the prole-
tariat, particularly in France and Poland, now has to lake
wpon itself the national defense in place of the bankrupt
bonrgeoisie, it is more class-conscious, it is more socialistic,
and more delermined thun ever before in its history fo
achieve the socialist revolution. Every step forward for na-
tional liberation sharpens the demand for social liberation.
In 1943 it could not be otherwise. This, a theoretical prcm:sc.
has been abundantly justified by the facts.

The Tasks of the Venguard

What, then, must we do? 'We can learn from our enemies.
As soon as Hiler realized that his “dynamism” was over and
that this could not be hidden from the German proletarint
and the pecple of Furope, he and Goehbels began to teit the
German people; "We are in’ peril—national defense or ruin.”
Tt is just at this stage that the revolutionary movement cvery-
where, understanding the proletariat of Europe better than
Hitler, must begin to reinforce the revolutionary sentiments
of the German people and the German soldiers‘by saying:
“You are in peril--socialist revolution or ruin'” This, 1 say,
for occupled Europe, was cemral to any analys:s of the na-
tional question,

The perspectives of the war in Deccmber, 1942, and the
chaos of Europe offered special opportunities for persistent
wurk in this field, Y emphasized that the Larriers between the
workers of Europe were down. The workers were all thrown
together, irrespective of nationality, millions of German sol-
diers scattered over Europe, not only on hattlefields but among
the population, millions of oppressed nationalities in Ger-

_many. The vanguard had now to pose before them the ques-
tion of unity and leave the rest o the rapidly developing sit-
uation, -

Having this in mmd I offered the cxample of a leaflet
which the French workers saight address to the German work-
ers. The leaflet must be reread. Here are extracts with em-
phasis added. "From the French workers to the German woik-

“ers.” The leaflet tells the German sodiers that they are hated
and will be fought merciless'y a3 long as they do Hitler's work.
But it. says also: “We the common people of France,” “You, the
soldiers and the other workers seize the power in Germany.. ..
Why don’t you and the other workers of Gerwany try your
hand at ruling the'counhyf Every other class has tricd, That
is the frue socialism, Workers power, not Hitler's Germany
and Hitler's erimes”

After a workery' victory the European workers would all
protect the German workers from Roosevelt and Ghuschill.
“Ws have to... build 2 new Eurspe...all of us as workers
together .. . We shall be invincible” At the end I say: “Long
live Free Francel Lonp live Free Germany! Long live the
power of the workers. For the Socialist United States of Eu-
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rope,’ Then I put jn a postsaript, reminding the German
workers of the great socialist movement in old Germany and
asking them to give u sign to help rebuild the socialist move-
ment in France. Gates may not know what the Ieaflet means,
The Gerinan workers would.

Gates gives no sign that he recognizes the German ques-
tion or the-wwelve million foreign workers in Germany. all
burmng to liberate themselves. 1 asked a serics ot quesuons
in conncction with the leaflet. No answer.

For Gates the leaflet is a compound of hourgeois national-
istn in the tradition of de Gaullism.” The liberals call this
ex-monarchist a democrat bul Gates makes de Gaulle into an
internxtional socialist, For Gates “there is not the slightest
harmony between the content of the leaflet and the slogans
attached thereto.”

There are here two mistakes. The frst is a profound mis-
conception which does not distinguish between the abstract
concept of “nationalized property” and the concrete struggle
of the workers against intolerable conditions and a hated
enemy, which drives them to take the power into their own
hands. 1f the proletariat-seizes power, for whatever reason,
for land, bread and peace, or only for bread znd water, then,
in Lenin's words, we have left capitalism behind and are on

_the very threshhald of socialism. And the struggle for the

power of the workers everywhere, what js that but the suraggle
for the Socialist United Stales, o[ Turope? It is therc that 'we
begin,

The second mistake is the stubborn ignoring of the inter-
national political tasks fAowing from the réle of German irs-

- perialism in Europe today. Thir is no question of a-doctri-

naire internationalism but organic to the national liberation
of occupied Europe. In 1939 and 1940 the French proletaria,

-. for instance, had as its main objective task the political prepa-

ration of the French proletarian revolution. Today the course
of evenis'has made the defeat of German imperialism the con-
scious predominating concern of hundreds of millions in Eu-
rope, ‘That is the great change that has taken place. -Vital

- political consequences flow from it. The demoralization and

disintegration of the Gefman army and the stimulation of the
Germarl proletariat to unite with the foreign workers and
overcthrow Hitlerism is a concrewe task- which, in the la
areas of Western Europe, achieves the national liberation at
least from German imperialism. The danger for a revolu-
tionary grouping is not that it will ignore national libefation,
‘The danger is exactly the opposite. It is that it will forget
that once the masses are in motion, particularly such masses,
at such a time as this, their consciousness does not keep pace’
with their actions. In the common struggle for national Iiber-
ation, our task is the clarification of ends and means for the
powey of il masses. In'the common struggle against German
irmperialism, our task is the international solidarity of the
prolelariat, That is Bolshevism. It.is very easy to see Bol-
shevism in the past and, still more, in the future. In the pres
ent, however, it is always hard, To see differences to their
vants and to formulate them is not' easy and requires more
than Gates gives to it.

Huiional Liberabon

Yet in occupied Europe any pohucal organization which
fuinbles or hesitates about presenting the national emancipa-
tion {6 the workers as the first question before them and be-
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for it, is crazy and fittingly doomed. In the whole wide world
only the Cannonites think otherwise and but far their confu-
sion on the subject 1 wonld not have thouglit it poisible that
such people ceuld exist, There s nu contradiction belween
the struggle for the power of the workers and the slogan of
national liberation as the main agitational slugan.

On this question, however, nine-tenths of the NC resolu-
tion takes one position and onc-tenth of it talks almast one-
half of another position. Excepting for the section on the
dual power, the NC resolution envisages a struggle for na.
tiona! liberation, and as a subsidiary w this, the raising of Lhe
slogans, right of free press and right to organize. But sud-
denly in the section on the dual power the resolution speaks
for the struggle for power. Very revealing is the manner in
which this is done. The resolution says that the old owners
who fled when the Germans came will put in appearance and
claim the ownership of the property. Now: “It is incredible
that in all or even in most cases the workers will simply how
to- these claims, and without another word, resume work,”
ete. It is good to know that this is incredibie. That being so,
the business of the resolution from start to finish shonid have
been the preparation of national strugglés with the seizure of
these factories and similar revolutionary activitics, as their
immediate culmination. The vanguard must struggle for fac.
tory comrmittee and peasant committees to be the centers of
the national resistance, to work for the codrdination of all
these groups in the struggle against the invader. At the same
time it must pose uuhesitatingly and without equivocation
the question of the power of the workers through the warkers’
organizations which, however camoufiaged, will in reality
achieve the national liberation. Will there be a "democratic
interlnde™? History will decide, .

The NC resolution actually says that after the national lib-
eration, “the power will, so to.speak, lie in the streets. The
mass will incline instiactively to take hold of it in its own
name.” That is a tremendous thing to say. Power in the
streets means the ahsolute bankruptcy of the bourgeois régime,
This power the workers must seize and to get it more emily
and to safeguard it, they must work on the German soldiers
and encourage the German revolution,

The national struggle is here closely linked with the fater-

national. That Is the outstanding feature of Europe. Why is
this so hard to see? Let French, Poles, Crechs, Austitans join
the Italians and Germans who a few weeks apo sang the Inter-
national in” Rerlin and together shouted: “Down with the
warl” As T pointed out in my article, a new road will have
buen onened for all. Despite their armics and their food, the
- United Nations would he in a terrible dilemma. .
“Arainst Hitler. Here for national freedom, there for
peace.” Yes, hut alsor #Apainst Hitler. The unity of the work-
ers. That brings us out of this mess. That stops the war
Why should we murder each other? Al of us together, That,
soldiers. brathers ana sisters of all nationalities, is the begin-
nine of the Socialist United States of Furone we have talked
ahout for s Tone. This is it.” This is the Rolshevik presenta-
tinn of the nasional auestion, And the whole movement is

*toward this, Furope iz vory ncar-io i
or later. Tt mav not accur, ‘That i nat the point. We are nat
prophets. The Euroncan vaneuard and we must work with
the trend and in theorv at Teast command events. That is
what mv article, first and foremast, trled to show. Gates finds
that "the resolution of the Workers Party... indicated the
kind of epoch in which we Yive” But Johnson's conception
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*has no relation to time and space. It is in the realm of fan-
1asy where belief is substituted for reality.” The gates of
wrath which the wrath of Gates so incautiously opened should
now be closed and kept closed while the inmate meditates
upon the headiines in the evening paper.

I'he Socialist United Slales of Europe is not the main agi-
1ational slogan, In my article I wrote:

Dars this mean that in Poland, France or Estonia we Iry to organize
a mas demomshation jor the Socialise Uniled States of Furope, az we
would try lo orgenize a strike agninst mass deportationst Such stupldity
neeed not be theoretically refuted, 1 attempied by some lunatic, its igno- -
minions failure would be refutation enanugh. Yet the siogan is closer lo
reality today than before, There is a tash hers of eombination, {New
IxTERNATIONAL, May, 1948, page 152, Emphasis in original}

{ shall not labor the point further.

The Building of the Porty

1 have lelt this 1o the last because the successful building
of the party is the outcome of a correct political analysis and
of nothing else. To say a party must be built js to say noth-
ing. We have been saying that for a decade. The question is
how to build ir. On the question of the party, however, the
NC resolution breaks new ground. Here it is: “Between the
present day and the day the masses risc up against the bene-
ficiaries of the war, a considérable period of time will in all
probability elapse” (NEw INTERNATIONAL, January, 1943,
page ). ‘This “considerable period of time” is not stated but
from the general tenor of the resolution we may guess at it
However, its length “depends almost directly, on how soon it
will be possible to reéstablish an independent mass-labor
movement...." (ibid) Gates, and he merely repeats the NC
resolution . (New INTrmwarionar, February, 1943, page o),

tells us with precision what this independent Iabor movement

ist *“The European libor movement...working class- fraer:
nal- organizations...codperative organizations.” - All -these,
says the NC resolution, must be reformed “under the Jeader-

ship of a cohesive vanguard party” before the masses zise up -

against the war. The whele passage should be read to see how
dogmatically this point is made. The ordinary, nind spins
itself dizzy secking some basis for this fantastic proposition, 1
do not propose to argue about this unless some. attempt is
made to defend ir. . . ‘
In my article; again indireetly and with great moderation,
I indicated the crror. (I refuse to make capital about Italy

"because the falsity of this astonishing discovery should have

been scen in advance of miy concrete disproof} I wrote:

Let us not forget, as Marx has so carefully pointed out, that the work-
ing class Is disciplined, unfied and organized by the very mechanism of
capitallst production ftself. Five thousand workers In a factory are In a
wiosl fundamenial sense organized. They can transform themselves into
a soviet In an hour, given the complete, the shameful bankruptcy and
disgrace of the ruling elats and the absence of any of ils agents masquer-
eding a: workers’ leaders, (NEw INTERNATIONAL, May. 1918, page 150, Emie

phisic in original) .

My next two sentences show precisely the refation of the

party to the “spontancous” action of the masses. “The Labor - .

Front* may very well find the power thrust into its hands.”
Then I add; “What it will doowith it i another question, §o-.
vivis do noi pecessarily mean soviel power” F (in a0y hypo-
thetical case) the hankruptcy of the German bourgeoisie is
shameful and complete, if the sazial-democracy docs not exist,
if the régime is in such crisis that only the workers in the So-

*Tho Naasla driven out, of course.
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viets can hold saciety together, and yet I say that we do not

necessarily have soviet powcr, isn't that bending over back:
ward to show precisely how important is the role of the revo-
lutionary party? But in the NC resolution, which, according
to Gates, is suppused 10 teach the :mporlnncc of the party, the
relationship between mass action and soviets, mass labor par-
-ties and vanguard party, overthrow of the old réglmc (\\luch
{)llllba ic hhlul"—dlt wal lu an euu mm uuucvu lllﬂ ’lﬂtlulldl
liberation)- and the dictatorship of the reoletariat (which is
something clse)—this is so confused that for the masses Lo aet
it scems that you must build even a fraternal urgamzauon]
Our theoretical structure is now all in picces.

In reality, the building of the party can stem only from a
clear theory and & firm grasp of the concrete situation. Nearly
everybody is preparing for national revolution, even sone fas-
cists, The vanguard, foremost in the national siruggle, and,
like the rest, raisiug the slogan of national emancipation as
the main agitational slogan, sharply differentiates itself from
all the others in the resistance group by Insisting that the

-workers are not fighting for the national emancipation in

order that those who ruined or betrayed the country should
come back and rule. The rule must be by the workers and
peasants themselves.” The vanguard suinmons all those whe
think so, and there are pienty, to prepare now for the power
of the working class. That is the nucleus of the revolutionary
party. Without that, no revolutionary party.

Such, In rny view, is the revolutionary concepuon of na-
tivnal emancipation in its relation 10 the socialist revolution,

.which'is the expressed theme of the- NC resolution. Instead

of thar, what do we have? On March 1, seven months ago,

* the bourgeois and Sialinist National Resistance Committee

of France called upon the French p:.ople to be ready to seize
the government and to administer it Naturally, they hope
to control this, but that is for us to help the ‘workers prevent
and organize to prevent. In June, Eisenhower begs'the French

ptople not o act, please not 10 act, to wait. In July, The New -

INTERNATIONAL prints two extracts from Trotsky directed
against “sectarians and phrase-lovers,”” proving that for the

cccupied countries the sloguns, right of free press and right to .

organize, are “comect. _Johnson presumably does not know that
in a fascist country, in general, you must use democratic slo-
- gans. Right to organize and programs of economiz demands
1o educate the workers, that is what preoccupies the NC reso-
lution which Gates so stoutly defends.” The truth is tliat, in
occupied Europe today, giver the fierce hatred of the invader
which characterizes the masses of the people, their feeling that
the foreign -government is not theirs and ecannot last, such
slogans push the masses back. When-used by a revolutionary
organization as the main slogans after the slogan of national
liberation they are thoroughly reactionary and place those

‘who use them, for whatever purpose, at the tail of the na-

tional movement, The slogan to emphasize after. national
liberation is the power of the workers in a wovkers' govern.
ment. Going wrong here, the NC resolution then proceeds
" to push back the slogan of the Secialist United states of Eu-
rope. ‘This is no “programmatic” qucmon. Sl Jess is it a
question of Johnson's lgnorance. It is a question of the sn-
cialist revolution in-Europe. Ilowever restvicted your topic,
your conceptions of that revelution govern it.

The conceptual root of all this false policy is the nriginal
confusion as to whether Hitler has not “exactly” but partially
created the conditions hypothetically posed by Lenin, To say
that Hitler has hurled society back in any sense except the
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purely agitational is wrong. He has so contributed 1o the
ruin of bourgeois society in Europe as to bring the socialist
revolution immeasurably nearer.

It is necessary to draw the analysis to its conclusion, par-
ticularly today.

{1) At the present moment the key to the European situa-
tion is more than ever Germany. With the defeat of Ger-
maiy fapending, the vanguaid an il oucupied counitiés,
while struggling for the national liberation, must find ways
and means to open out for the desperate German people and
the doubting soldiers a new road by way of the proletarian
revolution. That will be the national emancipation, in more
senses than one,

(2) The United Nations and the German bourgeoisie will
do their best to prevent this revolution. If there is a prole-
tarian revolution in Germany, the revolution in the occupicd
countries will assume a dynamic force which will place square-
ly upon American imperialism the necessity of rcinstating the
native bourgeoisie to its former power, 1f peace is made befors
there is any revolt in Germany, or the revolt is stifled or de-
flected, the proletariar in the occupied countries will have a
much harder road. But all signs point to the growing con-
sciousness of their terrible situation among the German
workers, confusion in the Germany bourgeoisie and looming
catastrophe for the German bourgeois state. Grezu battles
are ahead. The Nazis face destruction and, if ullowed, may .
do sr.rangc things. But the question now for the German bour- - :
geoisie is: How much more can the army and the p(-.oplc

" stand? Obviously, we are approaching a-great historical di-.

max, which will decide the relations in:the next stage of the
struggle for proletarian power, It may take a year. It may

take a few-months. No one can predict these oom:rele things.: .-

But, despite the innumerable varieties of historical experi-

ence, such a climax is now a legitimate expectation. It is next

on the order of the day. For a revolutionary, that is suffcient.

It is on such that we must build at home as well as .abroad,
: : ] R. _]OHNSON.
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