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JOAFSONIS: 24 FOLITICAL APPRAISAL

Tho first thing %o determine is why it ia necsssary to mako s political
aporaisal of Jehnsonmiem, If Johnson had ahandoned and renounced Marxism openly,
as he has in practico, then we could all forget him, But he continuss the
pretence and dabbles about in European ilarxist circles. This constitutes a
real danger tc tha movement internstionally. It is up to the American movemont
to expoge this adventuriom,

Thare 1e no one in the srganization who doos net bare the ecars of
Jobneonts totalitarien hold over tho greup, Each will tell his own story in
his own way. But jJust as it le necessary to oxposs Johneonism, oo it is
neceguery to come to grips with the duality in the organization itself which
zads possidle such overlordship. :

The duality and ultimate betrayal by Johnson can be traced in three
crucial and intor-relsted questions: 1) War; 2) The Transformation of the
Marxiat Hothod into its Cpposite -~ the fotalitarian Hothod: 3) Organizational
Irresponsibility. In these three points, the American experienco with
Johnson can be summed up, both as a gulde end as a waraing. o

I, - WAR & JOHNSONISM

War has ite own dislectic. At the moment when war clowds zaihered
over Formosa, J. a8 the tituler head of the state capitellst tendency forced
2 polit and wbandoned the co-fovnder of the tendancy to tke mercy of the class
enemy, ' Although he has evor ‘been organically disloyal to all his colleagues,
thers was nothing versonal in this. This 1s clear Irom the fact that at the
wery same time he suddenly re-introduced pacifict slogane long sincs rejected
by Lenin and the entire pvovemant oince World War I: ‘'Whlle the struggle for
peace,” he wroto in January 1955, "at eny ether time in.hlgtory is utopian
and reactionary, now is the one time we can really stop it (the war}.," He
must angwer to the movement: what, in the total cricla of %oday traneforms
the résctionary tloguns of inperlalism into revoluticnary glogans. againat
state capitalien? : . ;

: He must sngwer to the movement why he introduces thene slogans now?
If the "Struggle for Pence" could durmothing but eow illusions among workers
duripg World Ver I, how does the advent of totalitariagnism and the H-bomb
make thom more acoeptatle today? - .

When the atruggle sgainat Jehneoniem first ‘droke out, the REB wrote:

"War hag been the test guestion for any workors organization.
- It has meant their collapse when they did not romain in uncomp-

romising opnoaition againet the sociaty vhich brought on the war
and did not opoows to it tho new soeclety. ] :

7In this country it wan clearly ceen that the old organiza-
tions collapsed for one raason and ome only: They no longes
looked to the Amsrican workers to establish the naw soclety in
their lifotime, Wo made that Yasic to our owvn soparate exist-
ance in the 'Lotisr to Harrison'."
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Although this wao made bapic to us in the aforc-montioned "Lotter to
Harrison," that document was nover published and it was nover published ot
J.'s iasiastence,

Hiy proscnt pealtion wmakos i wossible to eoc why he preveatod this
luttor from evor being pvbiichaed, Fundamentally, 4t was an anhi-war swtatement.
I¢ analyczed the ¢ld Trotskyist organigations and their proparasica for copls-
ulaitou in the svant of war.

it contained an exponition of Shachtman's position, who, dospite all
rrotonsions of calling for & Third Camp of secialists indepondent of the cnld
var antegonlsme of Russia and the U.S,, nevertheless wrote:

75 maintain political opposition to war ip correct. To
continue Lo progocutc the ¢lass etruggle is correct. 3ut to
rroescuie tho class strugsle in such a way that it wouwdd
cloariy :imperil the mnilitary position of the government, oven
to the peint whers it my bo defoated by the enemy and lose
the war! -~ thai, in the eonditions of the Third VWorid }far.
would be digastrous to the working class and to socizlipm.!

{How Irternational July-aug, 1951, 'n.205)

Clearly, the basis of Shachtman'a capitulat:lon to the Americun Dole
. of state capitalism has boen laid, ’

The oppearance of - revolutiona.ry" may still cling te. the Cannonite
wing of Trotelgicm bocause thoy opmose the American pole of state ecapitalism,
But thoy chose %the oppoaite poles, Ihmeia. Thua, their statement, at about
the sams tlme: . ‘

"The Yorld Congréss of the Fourth Intermational greots the.
workers, peasa.nts and poldiers of the USSR end of the ‘Peoploa!
Deriocracies,! | It assures them of comvlote and unconditional:
support by the wholo world-wide revolutionary movement in the

. ooming war against the restorationist cfforts of tha international .
bourgeoigie. Defonse of colloctivized property, planned economy
and of the workers statcs, ovan though deformed and dogenerateu..
is an 1mparioua duty -‘of tho world proletariat L

“Tho Trotskyints ard quite ready %o lan.d the worlcera to war, each in
a holy crugade that scarcely hides their support of ono or the other vole of
state capitalism, Whother they will de allowad to lead is another gquestion,
but thoy ars ready to lead., So ia Johnson. Tha only thing that s now as com-
paredlto World Waer I, is that each ha.s 1aid the promiaa for ea‘pitulatiou befora
actual wor,

Wheore, in Septembar 1953, J. exposad tho Trotakyiot premises for cap-
itulation to either role of atate capltaliem, by January 1955, he laid the
basis for his own \.npl.tnlatinn W stating categoricxlly that now 13 the
time to M8truzgle for pomce," .

J. i# organically disloyal aven to the wolitiecal positions he has
worked out. Fourtaen ysars' etay in America and. pronunciamontoes about the
state caplialint position and the revolutionary nature of the american working
clags, mesnt nothing to him wher ho wes at the dock.
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With & flip ef ths pon ho proscnted himself only as a literary man
aad mot at all as a revolutionmary leader, Chaptor 7 of MRC 1s &g good a
sumsation ¢f his adventurism as any and oxpoees his underhended abandonment of
ths class struggle for "original? characters and of Marxiem for literary
eriticism,

If any doubted thie then (1953) ——_as we did -- no doubt can remain
now, when from bhils mafe refuge in Tngland hs atill remaine Fthe underground
man" who directs the broak-up of the American group in tho most unprineipled
split yat seen, during which he had his henchmen all talking adout “war as a
way of 1ife." They made vory clear what they meant by "war as & wey of 1lifef
by their irresponeible ineistencs that the larxist anti-war position is not
what ¢istinguishee rovolutiomary Marxists since the Jehowa's Withesoes are also
against war,

' [1. THE TRANSFCRMATION OF TER WARXIST METHOD INTO ITS OPFOSITE --
'THE TOTALITARIAN METHOD | :

: So anxious were we -~ and rightly to be dons with Trotskyism -~ thet,
in 1951, J. wes allowaed to get away with 1'l3 basls of the break — 8 porsgonal
situation in which he found himself. ' .

Regardless of that duality, onco out of the Trotskylot movement in
1951, we correctly enalyzed tbeir ¢apitulntion %o war and swmarized ouwr
over-all ¢onceptivhe in what was known as the "Letter %o Harrigon,” Ko woomer -
was thiy comploted, than J, Gecided that it was only for Rour owi internal
eduzation, !

' The basis for this type of one-man docisicn wae laid at our vory
founding convention, whore. averything was set up on such a tight, foolish
gocurity basie that everyome was afrald to ask any questlons,

Withisut any previous présentation of fundamental positions with
co-leaders, far less vith ranks, J, prosented his thesis ~— for the firet
time on ths conventlion floor itsolf —- that this 18 only a veriod of Yexamining
oureelvos” and sometima in the wndefinod fature we would face the public and
scotually return to "traditional Marxiet politics.” After this, he was hurried
out "en leave" for the romainder of his stay in america. )

) As 1life proved, we were to return to Marximm only aftor our break
with Johnsoniem, . :

Throughout, thore was the tendoncy suldenly to gimplify the analyeis
of state eapitalism to mean nothing mere than inward contemplation of oursalves
with a total disregard of objective developments. In tha mans way, the concept
of three layers was tranaformed inte fighting abatractly agalnst Bpllr
burcausrasy, TYet this tendency was born in tho struggle against the concept
of burcnusratic collectivism with the fundamantal insistenge that that wos
a cover-all for finding "new scolotios" and losing all concept of class.

Whilo wo wers togother, what hid the beginninge of the totalitarian
method? That 1p the question which ve muat face objectively.

'
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It 1g a two-fold prodlem: 1) hiutoricai: and 2) concrete,

1) Historically

There ia an objective contrndiction in Marxist organizations.
Lenin showed its dopth in 1922, when he gald, at one and the same tima:

e mush, without fall, in order not fo doceive ourselves
and othersa, deZine the term 'worker!' in such & way ag to iaclude
only these who could hawacquired a rroletarian mentality from
their very position in lifse, Thig 18 not possidble without
having worked in n factory for many ysars, not fer ulterior
motives, but becauss of general conditions of economice and
gocial 1lifae,. " -

"If we do met close our eyes to reality, we must admit, that at
the present time the proleterian policy of the Farty ies not deter-
mined hy the character of its membarship, but by the anormous-
undivided oprestige enjoyed by the thin stratun which may be called
the old guard of the Party, Only a very slight intermal struggle
within thie stratum would %e gufficient, if not to deetroy this-
‘prastige, then at all events to weaken it to such an extent thet
it would lose the vower to determine policy, " ’ .

‘ . (Lenin, Selected Works, Vol,9, p.322)

: He warned of the dangers end transformations within the party once

it wae in power, Just as he warned oY the dangers of the state going to

. stats cavitaliem. Hut 1t must not be forgotton that the prestize of "the
thin stratum," of which Lenin spoks, was based on a great historical movement
that transformed the world. Taken out of this context and mede imto an
avatraction, the ralationship of loaders to ranks has Just enovgh of a grain .

- ‘of truth to cover wp a complate lle, This wes already apparent in the
Trotskyiet organizations, .

2) Concretsly

2) We inherited the old rubbish of the relationship of leaders to
ranka from the old organizetions, Thus, ir 1941, one establighed leader, J,,
elatorated the theory of state canltaliem, Independently of him, however,
and at the same time, one rank-and-filer, F,, had presspted the same theais
which she followed up, tvo years later, with.the only serious atudy yet mede,
from original Russian sourcen. TYet gn ingrained was the old tradition of
leader o ranks, that che nover questioned hie poeing as the "founder" of
the state capitalist tendeney. :

. . The inevitable result was that he' lived by that artificial and
bureaucratic divislon, We did too, ‘Mhen, in 1947, the two names wore suddenly
linked, it appeared as a gratultous and generous gesture oh the part of J,

The fact ia, not until 13 years later -- in September 1954, after J; had
alroady left thege shores -- 41d the organization officially learn of F.'s role,
J. himeelf referred to "go-~founder" only during the actual Yreal for purely
chow purposes,
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®) With a historic swoep, J, transformsd parsonal conceras into
political matters (all hin merriages and diverces btecare a matter of gomeral
concern) waile the politicul was degraded to personal,

Thus, in 1953, when we werc preparing tc face the public with a
peintod paper, "Correspondence,” and lh=iahy to ha checked by the publie, the
nationsl chairman made an cblective wmnairiig of Stalinls death, EKaufman .
rejacted any attempt ab anciysie and groj % that instead of analyzing Stelin's
death we show a cartocn of a factery 1iaze waerd cne girl —- indifferent to
the lovdspenkers blayirg forth the news of Stnpilnia death —- asgks the girld

next to her for a recine of how to make hombrrgere.

J. began by saying that a serious analyeis was our proper concern
and he rejectsd Kaufman's counter-jropesal., At the same time he transformed
this political guestlon into a videspreoad perscnal attack against the chairman -
for having allegedly used too harsh a tone in rejecting the counter-~proposal.
The inevitable recuit wee that 14 years of ha.rd work on etate capitallism and
workers revolt went down the draln.

e) ., quuting ..en;n, wut forward the theory of the role of the
fthird layer" .~. thab ie, the oroletarian element -— in the organlzation. At
the pame times he yoostituied the theory.by des/grating co"' lega girls. or ‘
anyone who:n he wishau., £ "hird leyer elements.’

I1I.  JOENSON'S ORGANIZATIONAL TRRESFONSIBILITY

Finally, there ia the record of J.'s organ’zational irresponsibility.

"1} TFrom -the time of tha bresk with the SWP until his dapartura for
England, August 1951 to July 1953, J. rested and did not setively perticipate .
in the bullding of the independent organization. 'The Bulk of the work, the
finnncing of hie echemes, all were in the hands of $he chairman who'aleo bore
the brunt of his attacks, Bocauss  his "illness" was made into pelitics,
no one gueetioned thie either. J. never chose to accept any formal "post!
during the 14 Years in wiich he held undisputed top leadarship in the organ-"
izotion,

2) It is true that only with the gift of hindsight 1s it possible to
tiakke the following comclusions. But that is no ¢essvrn vhy any other movemant’
mast repeat our experiencas: :

a) That he practiced totalitarian methedn as witnessed by his
conduct withia the organiuatinn over 14 yaars;

. B) That he wae at 1o time intereeted in bullding a serious worlkdng
clags organization that would guide its own destiny. He wns, on the contrary,
interested orly in assembling around himoelf as the center, a group of
llentonants vhose money and energy could be used ts carry out hie edicta,

3) The &ifferences which ronched the final peak in the break a 1little
more thon n year oge, begau to show opsnly between 1950 and 1553, In 1950,
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under the impset of the miners' strile, sparked by the first introduction of
sutomation in maos production industry (the contimugus miner in coal), the
chairman returned sctively to a f-1n amental study of Harxism., This was to
expross the most profonnd idens of nur ewoch in such a way that the averege
vorker could find therein the new.impulses which can come from nowhere but
the astruggles, thinking ond aspiratvions of the working class —- aspeclally of
tho American worlters.

J., the titwlar foundaer of the stato eaditalist tendency, howaver, had
othor ideas. Hc never botharsd to inform anycne what thase were., He failed
to grasp the now stage of productlon and the now stage of workers revolt -
bacauge, at that very time, ho becams altogether vreoccupled with probing the
faoeinl personality" of "original characters® and the ™uniqueness" of the
great literary wvriter and the graater literary critic. The new humanism of
the groat Sast German Revolt plsyod a secondary reole to the humanism of "the
great writer,!

It is clear nsw, that the lopgor the association with J. continued,
the doeper grew the diverg.oncoes, until those divargences forced his $otal- -
itarian transformation to burst forth as tho cemuwlotelon of his dovelopment
and the completion of the breal from hie totelitarian methods,

. 4) J.'s disregard and disresvect of the organization,. stemmed from
his own concept that scmehow, ovornight, in somo fystical manner, he would de
able to rally hundreds 1f not thousande of people around proJects which were

“devoted to'a single point of interest.  He.would then, at snme future time,
unite the varlous groups- which supported these projects, into a single united .

organizetion around his total concentions, Much vag written againct "emall

ma.aa vartylsmh elaa\chsra. bat no one quostioned this "small mass party" con-
cevtion of getting to a maes following, The most fantastic of all these schemee
was hiz stubborn and vnyielding propossl that, at the same time as we launch

" owr publle existence with a printed maper, the fow of us aleo pour all our
orergien into publishing and circulating no'fewor than 50,000 coples of &
womn's pauphl et \hich, on 1t ovn momentum, sold less than 2,000 copiea._

5) His mia concorn, from the ata.rt of ouwr independent existence. -
was not the bullding of tho new organization, bub the writing of IRC, the
book which he though! would estahlish him in his new enviremment. Ho told
the organization hero, time and timo again, that this would be his "parting
blow at tho class enemy"; that 4t would holp ostablish the tondency as en
all-embracing group that hnd viasion and could cmbrace the ontire mast of the
country of its origin and could go beyond eo-called narrow class aims., He
rrofogeed that tha book wou..d bo thoroughly roadable and underatoocd by
every workor,

. Yet, as it omorged, rathor than tho book boing an acknowlodgement of
"the political ideas ho professcd to hold, it was his bid for personal rocog-
nition as an "Amarican Authority™ and as a litorary critic in his antiecipated
naw role abroed.

Tho organization strained itsolf whyeically and poured, what for us
were, enormowns sums of monoy into the publication of the book which was no
more than a porconal tentzment and bid for rocognition by tho author, Tha
ectunl rosult was that 20,000 conles woro publighod, Somo B,000 wore distrid-
utod fron to Sonators, Congrassmun, Governors, Mayors, Judges, plus
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intellestuals, orefessers ant scicntists of prestige, ote. Pestage alone, on
this big give-eway, cost the organization ovor $2000. Actual sales of the
book arsunted to less than 2,000 copies. Whonevor a porson would pond in
money for one copy he got oight or ton coplos frem the author, who handled
2ll ihoge mattors personally and pocketed all cash roceipts. The rosponso
from workers, to whom tho took was preaumably oaddrogsed, was nil, The finan~
clal leas to the orgenization was tromendous. The politlesl and socinl gains

wore non-oxistent.

&) Ho destroyed the offoctivenens of the youth organization by
pres’dng a fraviuwiont "reign of terror” iesuc which served only Yo disorient
and destroy the youth and 1ts lesdership. The "reign of torror," in fact, was
all the political "will" ha left ue as a theory with which to cope with the
problems of the youth.

. 7} Ho succoeded in standing everything on its hoad undar the campaign
to "abnlish the old and respect only the new,? His re-writing of our history
gtands on a par with thob of Stalin, The forocity of hig attacke egninat
ingi-riduals, the dumticihy eof hils activities, all undorline his basle, organic
disleyalty to osch arnl cvesy moaber of the orgenization. Ouo olement will
11luminate his fundamentel donlicity: He wrote letiors waich he loft in
genled envelcpes, to Lo nooscd only on the dsviatien nf WK, " Those were time -~
bombs, left to dcsiroy indivifusis, but written ot tho very timo when he
pretonded to maintain greal friendohip for his intended wichim,

Such wag the crmanizational method of Johnson aund euch hie organiza-
tlopal irresjcnaitilibty, As a young woman workor summed it'up, Mio spent -all
his ti{me fighting people inside the organlzation, nonw in fighting tha
bourgaoisie,”

:

The Man and His Cohorts : \

Thora ara three who ngsocinted themmolvos with J..as his lloutenants
and carried out hism line in attempting to destroy the movement. These thres
are Eaufman, Woff and Pound. They wero dealt with pufficiontly during the
pericd of tho break aad at the furing conforonce after the broak, Only one
poiat needs addlng here: :

Whore it wash't the quostion of being an Pengel" -— as one of them iy —

it was their comcepi, a3 with Haufman, of one-man party and ono~man interna-
ticnal rule., Her storm-trocp Lactics of amchieving thiu ix 1955, wera ‘fore—
shadoved by her actieus, durirg tho sbsence of tho chairman, 1n August 1953,
1% was then toat she made her first attompt to seizo bho RZB and to tombard
the NEB and mombership simuitansously with this statomen’ as an accomplished
fact: "Wo have to work out the new form of intornational rolations in this
opoch,,.and creste a new concept of intornational political lesdership, not
by the American movemont but by the ropresontetive of the world movement, "

The dauignatai trapresentative of the world movoment! was, of coures,

J. the individurl, It wasn't only that ha wag to be the loader of leaders,
but the subetitute for the American mavement.

2474




B

. Tho havoe Jo vrought vith HCeorrosvondence’; tho oase with which he
movad to “estroy 3%t when it Aid not unqucstioningly obey his commands;
his loud announcemonte for n four-nuge wackly rnd thn nctual publication of
a somo-tima bi-monthly: all writo thn fitting ameriean onit.u.nh for this
adventurer. e nover triod to build an organization which, of course, he
couldn't have donn sening that his vhole concent van to smash a1l voriing
clase dolitical orgnnizations, ‘fo, on this sida of the ocean, have finishod
vith hin, 2ut this vnoire wnl firat now seck to fasten himsolf on to the
Jurovesn movement.,

Danpita Johnsoniem, the organlzation faced attack by the bourgeolsie
voliticelly and stendfratlys apd 4in so dolng nloo rejected Johnsonism which
broke away from tho movemont on the threat of war, rarticularly, it was the
working class core of the organizntion who finally broke their sllence and
unmasced. the totalitarian methods znd conclusions of J, and ehowed tho diff-
erenceg betwecn I mnd F. to bho on fundamental claes lines.

Teanite Johnsonlgm, we naverthelnss succeaded in egtebliching a printed
PADET, That’ gnoals of how s6lid was the original theoretical and organizetional
besis of the tendency that 1t did not giva way before all these doviations. :

Dagpite Johnsoniam and his wretensions to shilosophy, the state cap-
italiat tendercy had ramined aconomist and incomalete until aftor the broak
with Johnsondum, vhon wo returned .o Harxism and rn-eatn‘blishad 1ta 'nhlloaophic
. foundntions on new beginnings,

4o ave the ludcler hot the var clowls over Formosa lookod sufficiently
gsorious that we could smoke out this decoptive canitulator befora actual war.

— 0!Brion

April, 1956 °




