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REWORD

Part 1 of these Fhilesephie Fotes cenviste of extracta from Leninlg
Philosophic Notehooks, Thems were written in 1515, mt the tima the helo-
caust of World Wer I made a chambles of the world in genernl and of the
fyanguard® (official Marxiom) in particular, It was at this critical point
in history that Lenin felt compalled to study Hegelds Sclence of Logic, ¥ar
from being kn svaasion of the political tasks of the moment, it was & recog~
nition that the timo demanded infinitely more than tho mere counterposi®ion
of & correct politica.l polic_f againnt B wrong politicel policy.

¥hat aant Lenir to examine the wary foundations ef Marxism—ite
Hogelian philosophic ‘baaa—-—waa the vary fact that he was co chocked by the
German Social Democracy’s voting war oredite to the Kaiser that he coneidored
the issue of Yorwaria, which announced 1%, as a forgery perpetrated by
Imperial Germeny, instead of tho actual mirror of 'she Second Internationslle

Thase Etahgoga mark the great divide in Marwism, They were
Teninto pra:pars.tion for his writings on Imperinlism,and State gnd Stete and
Hovolutien, as wall ag for tha actual Xussian Revelution in November 1917,

" Thia ic the firot Englisch tranelation of the remarks which Lenia
made to himeelf ae he studied Hepells Science of Logic and History of
Philgeophy. I made the rough trancletion of Leninle Ngtebeoks in 1348,

It is impoesidle here to reproduce the whole toxt ws it iy & book unto
i1tgelf, coneisting wainly of Hegells worke, with underliningn of all msorto
and elde romarke and aphorieme by Lonin, T hops the extracte will send the
readers to the entire text by I.enin ag well ac Hngel‘s Sclenca of Lpsic
1tuolf.

In 1950, under the impact of the miners'! otrike cpa.rkad by automa~
" tion {the ocontinucue miner), I returned sectively to the writing of a Yook
on Marxiem which T now called "the Lonin book™ becsusa I conceived Lenin'a
Notobnoke ae central %o the work, I wanted a worker present &t the oral .
progentation of the thesis bechuse the whole point wag that unloas the most
prafound ideas of Marx wore expressed co simply and directly that the
avorago worker would undaratand, it bad no meaning at &ll, Otherwise it
would have lost all ite purpcse for the new lmpulsoe can come Irom nowhere
tut out of the mtrugglems, thinking, and aepirations of the vorl:‘.lng clapoee
ospecially Ameriean workers.

Whoro Lanin, 1a 1915, could koep hia thilosophic discoveries in
priveto notebooks, we could not do so in the 19508, It did not matter in
1915 becauss by 1917 tho Ruazian workerd had, in actuality, trannformed
the 0ld order. But now that Bucsis, far from bdeing a workers state, 1o
tho groetoet tyranny on earth, wa had to face the guestion that 1 in
averyono'e mindi what happens AFIER workern gain power! Are we always to
be confronted with a laber burcaucracy?! Our age.has 9o matured that we
must begin with the workors themselves purticipeting in the werking out
of tho philosophic, that is to say, total outlook, That is the reason the
rocont aerios of leasturas have Jbeen underteken befora tho writing of the
book,

2432




-2

Part II consiste of en exchenge of letters on Hegel'se Absclute
Iden, which I cell tho concept of a now coclety. . Thoy wore written in
1953, That wao the year of Stalin'g doath, on tho ons hand, and tho Fast
Corman Rovolt, on the other hand, A new era of dtmuggle for froedom had
opencd with tho ¥ast German rovolt, and within a few weeke 1t was followed
by a revolt in the clave lavor camps of Vorkuta ineide Russla itoelf,
Clearly, Stalin'c death oymbolized the beginning of the end of totalitarian-
iem, Tho meturity of the age could be moen in the fact that ths average
men on the street and the philogopher wore asking one and the game question:
Lan man be free in thioc age of totalltarian bureeuwgracy? We loaped gonera~
tione ahead when the workers in a oatellite country and those in slave laber
camps took metters into thelr own hands and thus 11luminated the road shead

to & new soclety.

' 1050 had oponed a new era in production with the firnt gerious
introduction of automation in the form of the continuoue miner. From
the first industrizl revelution, the newly-born factory prolataria.t gained -
the impwlse to aetrugglo for tho cghortening of tha working day, .and thereby
eetablighed & now philoscphy, "In place of the pompous cataloguo of the,
'1ralionable rigata of mn'f Marx wrote in his greatect theoretical work:.
OAPITAL, "comes the modent Magna Charta of a logally limited wrhng-day
whick shall make clear !when the time which the worker eelle is anded, '

" and whon his own begine,! What o distance we heve travelledl? -

The gecond industrial revolution was being tra.nalated by tha
workera the world over 'into & new humpnigm, . Kover havo they peeed the
quogtion more clearly as not being one of waterial possessions mor sunual .
wages tut of conditions of labor in a fundamentally now way of 1lifg,
Without this universsl philosopaic form, state capitalism as a tendency,
would remain economist snd incomplete. Although we, Rs & ctate capitalint
tondency, had been gsaying for yeare that we live in an 2g9 of abeolutes,
that the task of the thaoreticians was the working cut materialisbtically of
. Hegalls last chapter on The Absolute Ides, we wsre unable to relate the ,
daily ebrugglen of the workers to this toial conception, The maturity of
. the age, on the other hand, disclosed iteelf in the fact that, with aute-
mation, the worker began to question the vory mode of labor, . Thus the
workers began to wake concrete, and thereby extsnded, Marz'!'s profoundest
conceptions, for the innermost core of the Marxian dimlsctic, aroumd vhich
averything turns, is that the transformation of gsoclety must begin wvith
the material 1ife of the worker, the producer,

Ia 1953, uhen e wars premring to éome out with a peper that
would te a break from all previous rafical papers, I turned to philosophy
and saw in the Absolute Idea the breakdown of the divicion between theory
and practice in the movement for total freslom, What wae new wze that
there was a dialostic not alone in’ tha movemant from bheory to practice,
but from 'pra.cts.cu to_theory, That, in csvence, wao the glot of the lettors
to Hausor, the philocophar-—doaignnte. who, afior demurring a day or gso,
came back with her usual hyperbole: MI think 4hat thase notes reprosent
our Philesophie Notebooke, comparable to thoes nf VL in 19157 ,

Johneon, the titular founder of the stats capitalist tendency,
however, had other ideas, Ho uever acknowledged rocolving ths lettor,
and when Houser come to him with enthusiaem for all the "discoveries¥ I
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%ad mads, he managed to shut hor up too, What had yreviously been 8
litorary cliquo now becamo o philosophic clique as well, ’

Tho titular hoad of the otate capitalisd tondency, far from look-
1az at tho stago of production and stage of workers revolt, wae buoy cxam—
ining the "social porsonality“ of Sariginsl chzrecters® aud the fyuniquenses’
of tho groat literary writors, to which the new humanicm of the groat East
Gorman Rovolt played s gecondary role,

It 40 high time to abolish the division totween the Mtheoretical
leadors® and "the rank and file" as well as betwaeen "the inpgide" and "the
outaideh, While the ferm in which the i2eas first evolved in the mind of
tho nuthor arc rough and oven abotruso, no ctago ir theevolution of the
vock nood be kept private, These notes and these lotters are belng pub-
1ighod for 21l who are interestad.

Dotrolt, Michigen T : v
.Hovombar. 1955

WRREE A

hi firet Erglieh translation of Tenin'a Philosophic Notobools,
i@ mado from tho Russian, as publioched from Lenintc hendwriting by the
Marx-Engelo-Lonin Institube, first in'1929, and again In 1947,

Lenin'uaed g Gorman edi.'tion. Hegells Verka, All of Taninle
roferonces are to that odition, , ‘ '

Do make 1% casier for tho Bnglieh reader to follow Lenin'o
reforences to Hegel, the translator has uned the standsrd: Englich
cdition, All page mumbers cited herein in brackets [ _J refer to
Hogol!s Sclence of Logle tranolgted by Jobnaton and Struthers, MacHillan

GO .}929. :
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LEVIN'S PHITOSIFHIC ROTEPOOKS

Outline of Hegerls Ecicnco of Teglc

Yol. I, m. 45

-

Leglc 40 the dectrine not of external
forms of thought but of the lawg of
develeprent Fof nll mtari...:., nntural
and spirituni thinge,® l.e., of the
dovalo‘ament of the totnl, cencrete
content of the world ~nd of its
knowledgo, i.e., the result, aws,
concluaion  of tho hisbory of the
¥nowledge of the world,

Yol, I, D 67

L After quoting Hegal on Mobjsctivity of uppeu.ra.nce" and “1nhorent
negativity™ as "the principle of :3.11 plvslc 1 and spiritual 1life,” Lenin goes
on -to aay: :

.

“I9 not thic the thought, tlat appenrance
ig alee objective, since it 1s one of the
oapeets of thé objectiva world? XNot .
only Weaon ("‘anauca) but also Schein
{npponrnnce) nre otjective, FEven the
distinction between ‘subjective rmd
objoctive hau ite limita.

'

Dinleetic 18 the doctrine of the
unity of o ofoup___nitaa—-
hov they enn be anl how they become ~= -
under which conditions they becore
1dentical, tranefsrriing oue into the
other ~- why the rind of ran ruet not
take these opputibes for dead, blocked,
ut for living, condlitlinned, mobilo.
tranoforsing ono inte tha other. En
liaant Hegol,..(On reading Hegel)




(Thoughts of "ialcciic en 11gant
Hegel [on resding Hegol

Acute an® profound: Hegel enalyzes
concopte vhich usually apbear dead, and
he shows that there 1g movenent in them,
The finite? That mesns royenent haa
como to en end! Something? Thot means
not what Other 1s. Being in general?
That means euch indeterminateness shat
badng = Not-Boing. &ll~sided wpive
argal flexibility of concepts —-
floxibility reachling to the identity
of opposites, This flexivility,
pubjectively applied . eclecticion end
gophistry, When this floxibility is
obJectively epoiied,i,e., reflocting
the all-sidednees of the material
process anf itg unity, then it ie
dlslacticy 4t is the correct reflec—
tion of the oternal develapment of
the world,

Yol, I. . 180

‘

o [after quoting Hegel on "The idoplity of Being-for Self, as totality,,.
trensformed into reality,” Lenin continuect /. ‘ [

The ides of the transformation of
the ifeal into the woal ie profound.
Yery important for hiatory. .But aleo
in the personal life of zan it . ia
‘gvident that thera ig much truth in .
this, Agoinst wulgar matorialiom,
¥B, . Tho difforence of the ideal from
the material %8 also not unconditionzl,
not excecaive.

Yol, 1I, P 31

-

[ After quoting Hagel on Kant's Critiqua of Judgmont, Lenin notea:_]

Thue hore aldo Hogol accusos Kant
of subjectiviem, This NB, Hegol io
for the fAobjective validity! (sit veonis.
vorbto) of show, "of the immedinte givon®




-3 -

{the term, glven, im common with Hegel
in general.) The 1itilv philosophars
dippute whether one chould tako as tasle
esesnce or tho immediately given. (Kant,
Hume, the Machiyia) Hegal oubstituton
fand® for Mer," and expisine the

concrota conbent of this "end!,

Yol, II. mp, 66-68

[ After quoting Hegel on the Law of Contradiction, Tenin witea:]
Movament ani Yeelf-movemant” (thia '

¥3! arbitrery (inglepsndentﬁpontaneeuu.

1ntarna.11y-neceasa_ri novement, }. "change,¥

"mogvement and 1ife,P” fthe principle of

avery self-movement,” "impulpe" (Tribve)

to "movement" and "activity' — onposite

‘of "dead-being,” Who would believe

Yhat thet is the coro of "Hegelianiem,!

of abstract and abstruse (difficult,

sbourd?) Hegolianism?? We muat roveal

fhis core, grecp it, sava 1%, chall

1% out, purify 1% -- which is precicely

what Marx end Engcla have done, ‘

The idea of universal movement and
change {1813, Logic), sms Alsclosed
btefore ite spplication to life and )
society. It was proclailmed in refer-
enco to soclety (Communist Manifesto,
1847) ‘earlior than in rolation to man
{1859, Orizin of Spocies).

1) Ordismary perception grasps the
-differonce and the ecntradiction, but
not the Sransition of one to tho cther,
but thie is the most impartent,

2) 1Iatelligent refloction and under~
standing, Roflection graspe the con~
tradlction, sxpresses i%, gringn things
in rolation to one another, compels the
"eoncept to shino throvgh the contra-
dletion” but does not expresg the concept
of thinga and their rsliation,




3) Thinkins rcanon {notion)
gharpens the hlu:xt.d difference of
varioty, the mor :r._vlfold. of
mag*natio.:, to ko rucontlal
diffevence, to_Urp st
when the contradictlonu seach the
peaic doay m..nfo]dadncas TeLome
regular (regeam; and lively in
relation to the other —— scquire that
negativity which i the i nne ¥
spuleaticn of ssgl £~
Bovemant and 131 fe.

Yol, II, oo, 93-9%

f After quoting Hogel on the traneition from ~ Ground mté'condition.
Lenin writos:] - )

If I'a not mistalcan. there 1s . And atpurely logiecal"
much mystiolam and pedantry’ kare working out? It
in the conclusions of Hegal, but eoincidea, It.tmst
the basic idea 1o magnificent: - coincide aa does
all-world, all-sided livine con ipduction and deduction
nectlon af everytbing with every- 4n Capital. .
thing elae, and of the reflection ’
of this connection — wstanding
Hegel mtarialistically on hia head -
in the concept of man, which muat
Ye¢ =m0 pelished, broken—in, flaxible,
mobile, relative, mutualiy-tied-in,
unified in onposition as to smbrace
the world.

The continuation of the work ef
Epgel and lMarx must consist in the
dinlectical working out of the
history of human thought, scienue
and technology.

The unfoldment of the whole totality
¢f pomentes of actuality NP = sosence
of dialectic knovledge.




Yol, II, p, 162

[After Hegel!s P...Subutance attoins Actuality only when it hae
becone Ceuge," Lenin notes:

On the one hand, v must deepsn
the knowledge o1 muiier to the know-
ledge (tuv the coacsp’) of substance,
in order to find the causes of
appearanca, On the other hand,
actuval knowledge of causes is the
deepening of kpowledge from exter—
nality of appearance to substance.
Two tyvee of examples should explain
thipg: 1) out of the history of
natural aclence and 2) from the
hintory of philosoohy, More precizely:
not "oxamples" ahould be here —~—
comparaiason n'est nas raleon — but
the gquintedgence of the one and the
othar plua the history of techmology.

. Cause and effect, orgo, only moment
of the universel interdevendence,
‘connection {of the universsl), the
concatenation of ovents, only linko
in the chain of the development of
matter, ’

" All-gidedness and all-embracing
character of world connection, only
vne-gidedly, desultorily and 1n-
completely expressed by causality.

[Lenin concludee his notes on Book II (Essence), Vol, II:_/

At the and of the ascond volumo of
Togic, Vol. IV, before the transmition
+0 the Notion a dafinition is given:
Wthe Notion,the realm of Subjectivity
or of Freadomf:

N8 Freedom m Bubjsctivity
("nrﬂ)
goal, conpgciousness, striving




Yol, 11, pp.221-222

[ After making copleus axtracts from the ssciion on the Yotien in
General, Lenin notes for the adove glvon Dages:

Yol, I1I, p, 301 ff,

Hegol 1e gstentially completely rignt
againat Kant, Thovght, emerging from
the concrete to the abotract, doss not
oporate — 4f 1t 1o correct (NB) (and
Kant, as all philogophore apeak about
eorroct thinklng) - from truth, but
goos towari it. Abstraction of matter,
of natural law, abetraciion of ¥alus,sic.,
in a word, Bll scientific (correct,
gerious, not nonsersical, abourd) ab-
straciions reflect nature more deeply,
truly, fully. From living observaticn
to sbstract thinking, and from this to
practice -~ such is the diglectic road
to knowledge of truth, the kmowledge of
objective reality. Iant degrades lnow-
ledge in order to mkas place for belief;
Hegel elavates knowlaedga, believing that:
knowvledge is knowledge of god., The

- materialist slovates knowledge of mabther

of nature, throwing God apd the phil-
osovhic rabble deferding him into
the dungheap,

[ The following are a1l from the sectlon on Sylloginm:_]

One must return
to Hegel in order
to anslyze, otep
by siep, ocurreut
logic and theory

the forming (of abstraction) of
notion anl the accomsanying -opor-
ations already irelude the pre-
gontation, the Tmmvittion, the ¥B

consciougness of the law of the ‘The question of the

of lnowleodgs,

lantian, atc.

WB: liarx has
applied the dlal-
actic of Hegel in
its rational form
- to political

- 8CeLOTY

true significance of
Hegel's Loglc

objective world connections, To
single out causality from thim is
nonmense, To reject the objectivity
of notions, the objectivity of the
universal in the particular and ian
the individual is impoesible. Con-
pagquently, Hegel consideravly more
profoundly thon. “ant and others,
investigater the reflection of the
movement of the objective world 1n
the movement of notiono. '

.

/




The quostion

of the criticlom
"of contemporary
- {astianiem,
Machiom, ete,

-7=

Just ag the simpls value fernm,
ths individunl nct ef exchange of a
given commodity with another, nlready
includes, in undeveloped form all
major controdictionas of cavitalism,
-~ 80 the olmolest genoralization,
the first and oimplest forming of

notienn (Jju'gmente, ayllogisms, et=,)

gignifies the sver-deepsr knowledge
of the objective world connections,
Here it is neceopary to cesk the
regl sense, siyrnificance zid role of
Hegelian Logiec, Thin WB,

Two a‘ohnrinma-

1) Plekhanaw criticizes Kantianion
(and sgnosticism in general) more from
the vulgar materialistic than the
dinlectic matorialigtic, point of view,
ingofar as he only a limine rsjlacts
their a a.rgumenhation. floea not correct
them (as Hogel corrected Eant), by
deepening, generalizing, treadenine
thom, sluwing the connestions and

trancitions of all and every notien.

2) Marxistg (at ‘the beginning of
the 20th century) criticized the’
Tantians and Humiste more in a
Fousrbachian {and Buchnerian), than
in a Hogellan, manner.

Aphoriom: - It i impessible fully to
- graop Marx'o Capiltel and especizlly
ite firot chapter, if you have not
studied through and wnderstood the:
whols of Hegel's Logic. Conasequently,
nona of the Marxists for the 'nast
#% contury have underntood Harx}

Very profound and wise! The'lawn of
loglc are the reflection of the .
objective in the gubjective
consclousrese of man,




Yol. 1II, vp. 381-383

[In the Section on Objectivity, Lenin noted that the eubdbrye of higt-

orical materialiom is present in Hegel.

ooction on Moans and Ende, the emphegie is Lonin'se:

The categories
of Logic and
the practice
of man

"Incofar as the Meano is higher than the
finite Endo of external usefulness: the
Plough is nore honoursble than are im-
mediately thoese enjoymenta which ars
procured by 1t, and are FErdg, The
instruwent ia rreserved, while the
immedinte enjoyments pass away and are
forgotten, In his topls man posesaces
power over_ oxternnl NATURE, EVEN ALTHOUGH,
ACCORDING TO EiS ZNDS, he froguenkly

is subjocted to iE.°

In reality the aime of man are
generatod by the objectiva world, and
prosupoone it, find it as the given,
the exigting. 3But 1t apveary to man
that his alme are taken outside of the
world, independent {"fresdom") of tha
world {(N.B.: all thig is in amd '~
about & "Subjeotive Znd¥: N,B.))}

When Hegel trien -- gometimes sven .
sbraing himeslf and wwrries to death —-
‘to subsume the purposelul activity
of man under the categorles of logic,
saying that this activity is the
"oylloglom," that the oubject plays
the role of soie cort of "member" in
the logical "figure" of ths asyllogiem,
etc,, then this 18 not only a strain,
fot only & game, ;

Thers ie here & vory doen content,
purely materialistic, It is naceesary

to _turn this arcund:s the wractical
activity of man, raveated blllions of
times,_must bring the conselouinness
of man to tho revetition of the varigua
logical fipuros, In order that these
could achiove tho significancs of

an axiom, This Neta Bong,

In the following quotation from Hogello

Hogel and
higfiorical
materialiam
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Remarkadle: Hegel goes through

F¥rom ocublective the practical, expodiont activity of

noticn and sub- man to get to tho "Idea" ms corrof-

Jective end te pondence of the notion with the object,

ohjiective truth. to the Idea as truth. 4 close apsroach
to thig, that man by his xactica
dempnotrated the objective corroctneas
of his ideas, nobions, knowledgs,

aciencs.

Yol, TI. Ps 395 ff.

[-Wheﬁ Lenin reaches Section Threa; The Idea , he agks himself to
raafd, Idea n3 ¥nowledge of man, and Taought as man, then:_j

tnowledge ls. eternnl, infinite
approachment of thought to cbject.
The raflaation of pature in the
thought of non must ‘e understoad
not in a "dead,” not in an “"abstract!
menner, pot without motlon, Dot -
without contradictions, put in an

sternal_yrocess of mevemant, emargonce
of contradictions and their solutlon.

.["At the end of tie chapter, 'The Idea of Cognition," Lenin remaria: 7

Undouhtedly yractice in Hegel utands
as & link in the analvels of the process
of cognition and rpreciaely as & tran-—
gition to the objective ftgpgolute,"
accerding to Fegel) truth, Harx,
consequently. clings %o Hegel, intro-
ducing criteria of vractice intc the .
theory of lknowlefdge. of: Theses oR Fausrbach.

- fheoretic cognition must glve the Hegel about
ohJect in 1is necesalty, in its ell- practice and T
pided rslations, in i1ts contradictory the objectivity
movement an-und filr-gich, But man's of opgnition
wnderstanding rigfinitively" embraces '
thig objective tyuth of cognitlon,
laps it in, masters 1t only when
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undorstanding bocomes "heing for
itcelf" in the monsc of practice.
I,0., tho practice of man and
humanity ia the verification,
eritorion of objectivity of cognition,
Ie that the. thought of Hegel?

One muot return hers,

. ['And thea ‘“translatses" Hegel's wractice in the theory of cognitionm,
thug:_[ : ‘ . '
Aliaa:
Man's cognition not only

reflusts the objective world, but
creutes ”t-’ -

: L lator in the same "translation," that {s to say, quoting Hegel end,
olde by side, rephraning him materislisticslly, Lenin concludag ¢ on the certainty
of manfs Yown actuality and of the moneactuality of the worldhs_/

i.0.4 that the world does not-. éatisfy
mn gnd man, by his action decidens ta
cha.nge 16, )

i The activity of man, composing for
itgelf an objective picture of the
wrld changoea the external
activity, tranacends its determinate-
nese (= changos these or othar of-
ite asvects, qualities) and thue
takea away from it the traits of
show, externality and mullity, gives
1t boing in-iteelf and for itself .
(= objective truth), '

Yol, II. p. L6

L After queting Hegel at tha bYeginning of Chapter III, “The Abaclute
Idea hae now turned out to be tho Sdentity of the Theorstical and the Praotiecal
(‘_7 Ideas each of thema ¥y itmalf 1 onecpided," Tenin statos:_/

The vnity of thooretic idezs
(cognition) and practice — thip N8 --

AHHH




and this unity oracigely in theory
of kmowvledga for tha result s the
ipaolute Idea" {mnd Idon = "ohjective truth").

Yo ean, if you please, prasent them
{olemeiita of the dinlectic) in » more
- fetailed vay, thug:

1} The objoetivity of the notion
(not exatples, not dig-eauions. but
tke thiny in iteelf).

2) The whole tpfality of the manifold
relatisng of this thing to the others,

'3} The develooment of. thig thing
(reuuective  amocarance), jts own
movoment, its own life,

L) The internally contradictory
*tendencies (and sided) of this thing.

5) The thing (the appearance, atc )
ag sum and unity of ou:ositas.

-6)'The gtruegle retnective the
unfolding of these oploseltesn, the
contradictions of the imoulsos, ate,

. %} The unity ¢f anwlysis and
gynthasin, ~- disintegration of the
varticuiar parts of the totality, the
rummation of these parts %ogether.

8) The relation of sach thing
(appoarance,ets.) is nat only |
manifold but general, univernal. Hach
thing (appesrence, process, ete.) ig
connected with every othsr,

9) Not only unity of ovaosites bub
tranoitions of @ v 6 » ¥y Aeterminatien, -
quality, characteristic, side, foature
into g vy e r v other (into its omronite).

of unfolﬂing

8
ang, abe,

10) Infinite or
of n o w aldog, r

ocos
lution

a
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11) Infinite process of the
duopening of man's cognitlon of things,
ADTeATANnces, DProcosood: etc., from
appesrance to esseilce, and from the
lagce profound to the more profound

aAsenca.

12} ¥rom co-existence to causality
and from one form of counection and
of mutval dopendence to moother,
daepar and mere vrniversal.

© 13) The repetition at a higher :
stage of certain features, character’etics,
otc. of the lower, and

14) The apparent return to thi old
(the negation of the negation)

153 The s'ruggle of the.czontent
with the forim and the reverse. The
ghedding of the form, the.trane-
formatlion of the content.

. 18) The transition of quantity
into quelity and vice verea. (( 15 and .
16 are examples of 9 ))

Briafly the dialectic can be defined
as the doctrine of the unity of
opposites. Thereby is the kernel of
~ the dimlectic gresped, btut that
demands explsnation and development.

Yol, II, wp. 477-478

f On Hegel's "innermost and moat objoctive moment of Life and Spirit,
vy virtus of which a aubject 18 porsonal and free,” Lenin says:

Hara what ia important ia:
1) tho charasteristic of the dlalectic:
self-movement, source of activity,
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movement of 1ife and spirit;
soriacnondence of a2otiona of the
eubject (man) with roality;

'2) objoctiviem to the highaot
degree ("moet objoctive Homentf)

fol. II, vp, UBS-486

[ &t the end of the chapter ~ end-the whole boak Lenin puts the
.e.ta. 12/17/1914, and saye: .

I% ie remarkablet in ths whole
chepter on "The Absolute Idea" there
is almost not & single word on God,
(gearcely a "godly" Mnotion! glips
out even accldentally) and, moreover —
thip B ~- this chapter slmost does
not contain 1 4 o & liam snecl.ﬁcally.
but its main obJect is the 5 the d 1 alactic
method, The sum end summation, tha |

lapt word and glst of the Logie of

Hogel ic the dislectic method — that

ig extremely romarkable, And another

thing: inthlsmo et . 1dealiezic
work of Hegel, the mo.c t materialiem,
Contradictory but a facl)

‘.*.*l-"I?l‘.‘l"*.*_._*l“*.*l*l*l*.‘l‘l*I‘l‘l.l..*.*.-*.

]-Lanin gives the r-ontuntn page of what is known as bhe Smaller Logla ~—
{(Encyclopaedia) - and comments: :

The Notion (knowledge) in Being
(the immodinte phenomens revesl the'
assence (law ¢f cause, identity,
differenco, etc.) — such actuslly
is the universsl covrag of all of
pan's knowledge (of &ll of sciance)
in general, Such is the courss also
of natural scionce and political
aoconomy (and of historyi., The
dinlectic of Hogel ia the generalization
of tha hiastory of thought,
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Extramely productive ¢oeme te s the
task to follow this through mors
concraetely, 1in greater detail on the
hiptory cof individual scliencee.

In the Logic the history of thought,
miet, in gomarnl ard as a whols,
corresvond with the laws of thought,

If Marx A1d not leave a Logic
{with a caopital lattaer}, he loft the
logi¢ of Capital, mand this should be
doubly utilized on the given guestion,
In Capital, the logic, dialectic and
thaory of lknowledge of materlalism
(3 words are not necessary: they are
one snd the uape) arae applied to one
science, %aking sll of valus in Eagel
and moving this value forward.

Commodity -~ monsy — capital & - -

production of abeolute surplus valus
production of relative surplus value

The history of capitaliam and the
amlyaisofthenottonn
‘summing 1t up, . -

The beginning - most simula,
ordinery, evident en masse, immesdiate
"heing": an individual commedity
("voing" in volitical economy). Its
analyele, as & social.relation, The
snalyely ie a dual one, deductive and
inductive, — logical and histerical
{formp of value)}. Verification of
facts respectlive the practice i1s here
in avery step of the analysia,

Cf.. with question sbout eassence versus appearance
-~ rrice and value
-— demand andt pupply wversus "'mlua "
{a Yeryetalliged labor™)

— tmenn ond mi no nf Trhnw oesme
[ro bt e JEH- 340 ah § SI aLBoY HHhUe y
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j_:%ha following aro exderpte from the Notebeoks on Hogel'e History
of Philosophyt

[after quoting Hogol on Alalectic when he dealo with the
Eleatic School:f]

With "the principle of Aevelopment”
in the 20th century (yes, ant clev at
the end of the 19th c.}) "all agrae, M-
Yeos, but this Ao superiieizl, not-thought-
Abont dislechic out, mccidental philirtine, Magreement®
.end i%s objective 13 the kind of agresemont which stifles
slgnificence . and wilgarizes truth, —— If averything
developn, that means that everything
tranaits frem ona inte another eince -
developmsnt lmown bsforehand is not
sliple,goneral and oternsl growth,
incrange (respective decreass) stc,
Sineo 1t is wo, then, firstly, it is
necessary wore precisely to uderatand
avolution as ths rise and disapzearance
of all transitiens, -~ And secondly,
if averything develops, thea does thic .
relate to the most general Notions and
categories of Thinking? If not, this
meanc Shinicing is not comnectod with
being, If yes, 1t means there is s,
diazlectic of Notion and dialectic of -
knowledge. which has objective significanes.

I. Principle of Besldes the general principie of
dovalopment development, it ic necessary to
- connect, tie up, put alongside with
I1. Principle of the general, the principle of
unity : mwnity of the world, of nature,
of movement, matter, ate,

.

[ Toward the end of the philosophy or Socraies, Lenin aayi'.'_]

Intelligent idealiem is nearer to
Antelligent materlalism than ie
stupld meterialism. )

Dialectic ddenlism instead of
jrtellisont: metaphysical, undevclopsd,
dead, vulzar, static instead of etupid.




[And then: 7

¥Be: Work out: .

Plekhanov wrote on philosophy
(21mlectic), probably near 1,000
pages (Beltor plue againet Bogdanov
piue against Kantians plus basic
questiona, ete,)

Thore is in then nil about the
Larger Logiz, about 1ts thoughts
(1.0., dinlectic proper, as a
phitloeophic selonce) §§

m The eignificance of the _L_ng__i-_w_g;;gg_l- .
the dialectic 18 contradictory; 1t 1g dend, 1% ig
of knowlodge undlean, not completo, dte,, ete,,

. but it 1g only 8 step to the lncwladge
of the cencruts hecause we never know
the concrete fully, The infinite
gum of generaul notions, laws, ete,
g¢ives the concrats in its fulnoss.

[After the philosophy of Ariatotle as dealt with by Keg.ﬂ.. Tenin sayss/

.

Not only 1a the b):| Hogal, the exvenent of the dialectic

transition from . wag incapable ¢f underatending

matter o con~ - dinlactically the brannition from®

eciouaness dial~ mttor to movement, from matter to

ectical, but ao congclouenegs —~ especially the second, -

ig it from feeling

to thought, etec. !-!ar't corrected” the mistake (or
wea.knasa?) of the mystic.




I | uay 12, 1953
Dear H:

1 am going to take the plunge and if it turns out that I
have behaved 1iko a bull in & china shope-well, I 8imply have to
take my chances or I will never get to Sleep nilghts at all,

There is no concrete proklem that I meet daily, no matter how
minor, that doesn’t asend me scurrying to the LOGIE and Ly now I'm
80 drunk with it all that T brazenly shout that in the dialectio
of the ibsolute Ides i3 the dialeoctic of the party and that I have
Just worked 1t out, ‘

_ Just like that, 1I have taksn the plunge. But I will restrain
myselfl fron Eersinning with the conclusions and tha differentiation
of us from Lenin and even us from 1948 but I wiil. have you teap
Vith me as I go through the whole last chapter uf tho Lozle. How-
ever, before ‘I do so, lut me state What I am not doing: 1) I am
not touching upon the mass party; the workers will do what thev
Will do and until the; de w0 can have only the faintest Intimation
of the reat lzap, 2} This is not 1948, but 1853; I am not con-

cerned with spontaneltiy versus organization, nor with Stalinism
which the workera will ovarcoms, . -

. I am concernedioﬁiy with the dialectic of the vanguard ﬁartj
of that iype of preuping like oura, be it large or small, and its
relationship to the masa, : . - .

Let's begin with the teginning: "The Absolute Idea has now
turned. out to be tha ldentity of the Theeretical and the Practical
Idea,.,"At this moment this meana to me that the party is the
identity or unity of ths activity of the leadurship and the acti-
vity- of the ranks. "Easp by iteelf 1s one-sidéd and ‘containg -the
Idea itsall only &s-a scught Beyond ang unattalned goal; each con-
8equently is a synthesis of the tendency and both contalins and doas
not contaln.the Idea..,." And further -down on the same page (456)
we have the varning that. the Absolute Idea "contains the highest -
opposition within itself," : S

While the staggering truth of this last phrase sinks In, I
Will make one more quotation from that page: "The Absolute iden
‘is the only object and content of philosophy, A4 it contains every
determinateness, and 1ts esgsenco ia return to itself through its
Belf-determination or particularization, it has varlious phases,
It i3 the business of rhilcsophy to racognize 1Y in them, Nature
and Spirit aras different manner of bresenting ite existence,,..”

Bocauge the party 1s the only objact and content.of our phil~
osophy here, I wish to make twe jumps here, One is to contrasnt
to the manner ln which Other iz explalned on this Pagoe where
"Notion .,."as poreon, is impunatrable and avemic subjectivity;
vhile at the same time it lg not oxelusilve individuality, but ig,
for ltself, universality ani copnition, and in its Other has 1itg
own objectivity for objoct.," Here then Other 18 the proletariut
outside, What I wish to contrast to it ig the description of
Other vwhen the Notien is furthsr davuloped on P.&477 whera Otnsr
turns out to be, not the proletariat outsdde, but the party ivself,
Heguel says:

2451




-0a

"The second or negative and medlated determination is at
the same time the mediating determinatien, At Tirst it may be
taken a3 simple determinsiion, but in truth it is a referonce
or relation; for it is n.: ativo--the negative, however, of
‘thedpositive, and includui ti. latter, It is not therefore
the ‘Other of a term to whlech 1t i3 indifferent:, for thus it
would be nelither an Other, nor a raference or relation; it
1s the Other in itself, the Other of an Other., It thus in-
cludes 1ts own Other{ and so is contradiction, or the pesited
dialsectie in itself,"”

The other jump that I refcrred to that I wish to mako is
to leave the Lozic for a moment and go to the last chapter in
the PHENOMENOLOGY, 1In that chapter on Absojute Knowledge
Hegel writes: '"The objaect as 2 whole it the mediated result
{the syllogism) or the passing of universality into individ-
uality throuzh specification, as also the reverse process
from individual to uniVarsal thrcugh cancelled 1ndtv1dua11ty
or specific determination,”" (p791)

Take a sccond look at ths phrase, "the mediated resuli"
and remember that our object 13 the party and that we are
working out the trianpular reldtlonship not only politlecally

zfxbut philosophically) thet; syllbgletlcally speaking, the party
L

is the totality, the mediated result of the three layers

- and at the samg tiwe it is what 1t ia by its relatlonship to
- tre prolatariat eutzlde, on tho onoe hand, and to the universal
of soclallsm, on the other hand, except that the two are now
not "on the ons hend" and "on the other hand" but 1nterpenew
trated.

"Hegel goas on. (p.804): "Spirit is the movement of. the
s2lf whilch gmpties (externu11Zﬂﬁ itself of seglf and sinks
itself within 1ive own subistancg and gua subject, both has gone .
out of the subetance 1tself, wmaking its substance and object
and a content, and ulso supcrsedeu this distinotion oI hbject»
ivity'and content,"” N

- So Secialism too ag it "externalizes" itself in parties,
and in this casa I mean not the vanguard grouping but the Paris
Commune , tha Soviets, the CIO, and so0 18 Hegel talking of
history: "Tho other aspect; however, in whichk Spirit comes
into melng, History, 1s the process of becomins in terms of
knowledge, a “congclous aelf-mcdiating process—-Spirit extern-
alized and emptied into Time." (p.807) But he does not leave
it &t hietory (which includss hicstoric development for us not
only of the above, btut the historic develppment of the party
1903, 1920-3, now He ends Absolute Knowledge with: (p.£08)

"The goal, which is Absolute Knowledyo or Spirit knowing
ltself as Spirit, [inds 1ts pathway in the recollection of
spiritual forms (Gaiste“) &8 they are in themsolves and aa
they accomplish ths organlzatlon cf thelr eplritusal kingdom,
Their conservaticon, looked at from the side of the froe oxist-
ence appearing in the form of contlngency, 1s History; loolkasd
at from the slde of thelr intellectually comprehonded
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organization, it is ths H2lince of the ways in which knowledge
appears, Both tcgether, v Ilitory (intellectualiy) compre-

. hended (bazriffauT ferm =t enoe tho recolleetion and the
Goigotha of Atscluts Spirit, tia realiiy, the truth, the
cortainty of its throng, without which it were lifeless, soli-
tary, and alon:," -

Now the way I soe this connuet with the Logie, p.466,
whero I 16ft off bofove I togan Jumping around, 1s that winere
the "various phasos” cculd have meant stages of deveicpment
¥ithin the party such as 1903, 192C-3, ete., the recornition
of the difference manners of tho existence of Absolute Ii:za
25 maturs and Spirit, or the country and something like the
CIC rather then a "strict party" meant you are a fool i vou
cannot recognisne the party in that for that is soclalism just
2s at ona timo 1t was sufficient to deline it as "eleotricity
plus sovicts," The world cencepts, “he American roots, aad
us. ¥e will como back to that, but now I wish to return to ;
Hegel as he devolops hils Abaclute Idea lopgically, On the next
paze (467) he writes: "Thus the logical Idea has itself as
infinito form for contont,...A8 opposed to forw, conteni ap~
poars as Othor and as Eivolescess g

"Phe Absoluta Idea itaelf has only this further dontent,
that the form-determioatlon 1s its ovn perfected totallty—-—the
pura Notloni...what remalns therefore to be considered here
is not a content as such, but the universal element of its
form-~that, 1s the mothod." ‘ .

In tho party both as political organlzation and as the
renlization of the theory ef knowladpge, the "form-determina-
tions" or form of relations tetwosn leaders and ranks, between
the various laysrs, and within cach layer tells the whole atory,
There is ne content cutside of ‘that. Or, once again to stick

im closo to Hegel, "The mathod thercfore 1s both soul and aub-
. etance, and nothing is cithsr concoived or known in its truth
?xcigg)in so far ag it 1s completely subject to tho method,..:."
p.' - . . . . . . . .

Hegel bringa this dovelopment of method to a climax by
contrasting sharply what it ls to inquiring cognitlon whore it
1s "in the position of a tool, of a moana which stands on the
subjoctive side, whoroby the method relates itsclf to the
objuct" to what it 1s in the dielectic: "But in true eognition
the mothod 1s not morely a quantity of cortain detorminations:
1t is tho faot that only because it oqually has the signifi-
canco of objective, go that in the conclusion, it does not
morely achigve an extecrnal doterminateness through the mothed,
but is posited in its identity with ths Subjoctive Notion,'

It 1s directly aftor this that. Hegel discloses to me the
socrot of som¢thing that I have beon chowing over llke a dog
doos & bone, [or many & moon--the intuition of the leader whish
he cnlls "internal intuiticn", First, lot's watch the process
of arriving at internal intultion: l)mothod only has to hivo A
boginning end so that is wherc we must bopin 2)but this beritaing
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(and ho warns leter that "neoither in actuallity nor in thought"
is thore eny bapginning "so simple und sbstract as 1s commonly
imagined) i1s pot "the immodiato of sensuocus intuition’ whiel
"is manifold and individual", 3ino, this beginning is "intor-
nal intuition,"

Seeondly, note the contrast between "the immediato of
sensuous Intultlon” and which comcs from that which is, froem
tho way, wa would say, the third lsyer lives, and "the inbdzrnal
intulition” of the lender +hich comes from the way he thinks.

Jam these two oppeasltes to.ether, and you will first
undorsiand a scntenc: back on p.467¢ "The solf-dotermination
thorefore in which alon< the Idea 18, is Lo hear itsolf speal
evees” In & word, the self-devolopment of socialism, objacth~
ively and subjectively, sives off impulses which come one way -
to the leader, anotiher way to the glags as a whole, but whati
1s important is that 1t is detormined to appoar "to hear itself
spcek"y And tho beautiful part soout the "internal intuition'
- 18 that this "beginning must ba inharontly defective and must
be sndovwied with the impulse of self-develepmont.” (p.471)

So that, finelly, we reach Hegol's conclusion that-nothing
in 1ife or in thought has -2 boglnning so esimple as is imagined .
but that "avory beginning must bs made from tho Absolute, whille
every profress is mercly the exhibition of the Absoluto....The
pregress 1s therefore not 2 kind of ovorflew, which it would
Be If in truth that which begins whre already tha Absolute:
rathor the progzrcess conslsts in this, that the universal
dotormings itsslf o2nd 1s the unlversal for itself, that is,
Is egunally anlso Individual and subjeoct., It 1s the Absolute

only in its comwplctoinn.” (471-2) , '

So althoush vwe began with the universal of socialisnm
and although wo have sueon socialism-An the various phases of
the Commune, tho Sovlets, the CIO, it is not yet IT for it
can-be it "only in its completion,” 'The naw soclety will not
be until 1t is} now we seo-only intimations, approximations,
but 1t 1s neverthelewss all oaround us, in the lives of tho
workors and in the thoory of tho party, so until the solution
of tho confllot and the abolition of the division, we are back
to stames of devolopmont: "cause is the highest stage in
which the conerate Notion ns beglnning has an immediatoe
cxistencs in the sphare of nccosslty, but it is not yet a
subject whieh, ns such, proscrves itsclf also in its actual
roclization." (472) :

: Here I winh you wo romember that in thils page and in tho
noxt is whor: Lonln mads his own 16-point definition of the -
dialootic, thu cseonco of which vias throofold: 1)the trans-
formatlon of anythins into its opposito (collapsc of 2nd Int.);
2)tho absolute in avery rolative which i3 tho transition to
somothing clso (Monoepoly as avo of socialist ravolutiong: and
3)thought raflacts ronlity (objoetivo world eonnoetions), That
W oun Tt Lenin in toe hero histerienlly can now bo scen from
the faot that in the provious sustion on Tho Iden of Cognition

2454




-5

Lenin had gone furthar, siying that "Man's cognition not only
roflcets the objoctiva vworld but creatas", but whon ho reached
the Absolute Idoa it wae not tho croativity that ho dovelcoped
but the objective world conncetions bacausc to him in 191€¢

tho Idoa_as "objsctive truth" of nocessity predominated over
any_astual roccoustruction of socicty, or the 1917 "soclalionm
ivoling at us througa all windows'.

#e, howcver, can go further, and not only further than
Lenin put furthsr than we ourselvos did in 1948 when the Nevada
Dlualeestics so profoundly held forth on the positive in ths
nogative, But helding fast to the pesitive in the nogative
then meant enly tho goneral developmont of sccialisn tareumg
ovurcoming Stalinism, whereas now we cen be more conerote, at
loast in ralation to our own organization where the medlating
dotermination is a nogative "but tho nogative of tho positive
and includes the latter." Wow you can sce why some 1T pagos
back I called attention to this furthor determination of .
Jthor as "its own Cther",.,"the posited dialectic of itself.":
"--Tho first or immodizte torm is tho Notion in itself, and
therefore is the nogative only in itsolf the dinlochic moment
wlth 1t theroforo conslsts in‘'this, that tho distinction which
it implicitly contains is poeited In it, The sccond uverm on
tho other hand 'is itsclf the determinato entity, dlistinetion
or rolation; nonce with it tho dialcctic moment coreists in .
the positing eof tho unity which is containod in it,"

Wo heve roached the turnin point despite the unity er
the party as a totality, since "Tha negatlivity which has Jjust
toon occnaidored is the turningpoint of the movement of tha
Metlon, 1It-is the simple point of negatlve ‘solf-relation, the
innormost sourcc of all actlvity, ef living and apiritual
gelf-novamant, the dialactic soul which -all truth has in it ,
and through which it alono is truth; for tho sccord transesnd-
onoa of tho opposition betvicen the Notion and Roality, and
that unity which ie the truth, rest upon this subjectivity
alono,~~The scocond negetive, the negative of the negative,
whilch we hove reached 4s this transcondcnce of the contradice~
tion, but is. no mors the activity of an oxternal refloction
than tho contradiction i1st it is tho innermost and. moat ob-
Joctive momont of Lifc and § irit, by virtuo of which a sub=
Joet 1is porsmonal and froo," {pp.477-8)

NOW STAND UP AND SHOUT PERSONAL -AND FREE, PERSONAL AND
FREE, PERSONAL AND FREE AS LENIN SHOUTED LEAP, LEAP, LEAP
UHEN HE FIRST SAW DIALECTICAL DEVELOPMENT TO BE THAT AND ALSC
THE OBJECTIVE %WORLD, '

I will roturn to frceodom, and where our age proves 1t
has abolishcd the distinction between thoory and practice and
that which is tho preoccupation of tho thoorists fruvdom out
of ono~party totalitarianism is tho prooccupation of the great
masscs, but now I must sti1ll atiek closo to Hogol for when ho
roaehas that point hn ceor not into rpacons of froodom but an
attack on all old radionl partics from tho Scolal~Domocraay
(Kant to Hogol) to tho SLP (foimalists to Hogol) and ho does
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not 1ot go until the method 1tself oxtends itself into a
syatom: (p.480)

And on p. 482 he snys "Tho mcthod offects this 28 a
system of tetallioy,...lhls progrcss detormines 1tself, flrst,
in tn.s mamior, oot it roglns from simplo dotcrminatenoss
and that cacsh cubotoquent one 18 richerm and more conerete,”
Tt hes not teen is & gtrongat line, but an approach both
reayward and forwarc 30 that mow wo can sce "In the abaolute
mothod She Netinn preserves itself in its othornoss, and the
uivorsal in its particeularization, in the Judgmont and in
reality; 1t realscs to oach next stage of determinatlon the
whole mass of 1ts antcccdont content, end:by its dlalectlcal
progress nob only loscs nothing and lcaves nothing behind,
but carrics with it all that 1t has acquired, enriching and
soncoentrating itaclf upon itself.":

So that none of the othor phllosophies (parties to us}
Just dcgenorated or dicd, but their achievomonts has Woen
incorporated In tho now philogophy or party and this new has
bacn enriched "eoncentrating iteclf upon jtaelf” for we have
that now source, the third layorr, ‘

Now watch this: "Each new stage of oxteriorizationﬁ(that
is, of furthaor dotermination) 1s also an interiorlzation, and
greater extension is also higher intonsity." (p483) Vhat a

.more perfsot description of going outward with B, and becoming
richor inwerd and morc Intgnso, _ ’ :
"Tho highast and acutest point- is simple peraonality,"
continucs Hogel, "which, by virtuo aleno of the abseolute
dialectic which is its nature oqually holds and comprehends
overything within itsclf boecause it porfectly liberatas itelf..
.." "So we aro back st liboration and until the ond of ‘The S
Absolutc Idoa that will be tho themo, Llboratlom, frocdom
and an absolutoly uncompromisine, Bolshevik attack on_ impat-
cnco. it you arc right and thoe Unhappy .Conaclousneas ghould
gomchow go as part of Abornlsm--and 1 agroo with you theoro--
thon nevartheless I will not let go of Loland, Just listen
to tho absoiutoly devastating analysis by Hoegol, and rowember
Hogel doos 1t as ho hns alroady approachcd freodom and vo mot
that type whon wo approachod independeonca
p4B4: "That impationco whoso only wish 1s to go
boyond the dotorminato {whether in the form
_ of boginning, objoct, finlto, or in any other
form) and to bo immeodiately in tho abaoluto,
) has nothing boforc it as object of ite cog~
nition but the ompty nogative thc abatract infinite,=-or clsc
would-bo absolutc, which is imaginary booausoe it is nelthor
positcd nor comprechzndod.

I am shaking nll over for wo have como to wheoro we part
from Lonin. I mentioncd bcfore that, although in the approach
to tho Absoluto Idoa Lonin had montlionod that man's cognltlon
not only raflects tha objJoctivo world but orontas it but that

uithin tho chaphor ho navor dovoloped it, Objoctive world
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comcctions, matoriazlism, dilsloetical matorlalism it is true,
but not the object and sakjuct a3 enc fully devolopad=-that's
what ho saw. Thon ke r:rchos the last paragraph:  "For the
Idoa posita itsclf as thu azbsolute unlty of the pure Notion
and 1its Reality, and thun gathore i%solf into the immodiacy .
of Bcinﬁ; anéd in doing so, &3 totallty in thls form, it ic
Natureo, '

Thorc Lonin stops--it is the beginning of the last
paraaraph~--and he saysi "Phis phrasc on the last page o tho
Logic is cxccodingly romarkable, Tho transltlon of the logleal
jdoa to Natury, Stroteching & hand to mAterialism, This is
not thc Iast phrasc of the Logle, but furthor t1ll the end of
thc pagoe 1s unimportant.”

But, my doar Vladimir Ilyitch, it 1s not true; the ond of
that page is important; we of 1953, we who have lived. 3 decador
aftor you and triod Lo absorb all you have left us we can tell
you that, ' : .

Liston to the vory next scntonse "But thls determination
is not & porfeoctcd bocoming or a transition,...q" Rememz oy
how transition was everythinz te you in the daya of Monopoly,
tho eve of soeimlism. “oll, Hegol has passcd peyond transition,

-h¢ says this last dotormination "the puro Idea, In walch the
doterminatoness or rorlity of tho MNotlion is itsolf raised to
tho lovel of Notlon, is on absoluitc liboration, having ne
furthor immodlate detormination which 1s not equally posited
and equally deotion, Consoquently- there 1s no translitlon in
this frocdoMe.e...The tranaition herc thorefors mugt rather !
bo taken to mean that the Idoa frooly reloases itself in abgo-
lute sclf-socublty and self-rcposo,” : ‘

You soc, Viadimir Ilyitech you didn't have Staliniem to -
overcomo, whon transitions, rovolutlons scomed sufficlent to
bring the new sccloty, Now overyons looks at tho totalltar-
ian onc-party state, thnt 1s the now that must be overcomo by.
a totally now rovolt in which cveryono oxpericncas "absoluto
liveration™, 8o we build with you from 1920«3 and include tho
oxperiznce of 'thrco deendes, )

But, H, (Hzusor, not Hougel) I have not finished yct, not
that last peragraph in Hogol, nor my summatlon, for we must
ratrace our astceps to the paragraph boforo and as wo do, lot's
keop in mind Marx's last chaptor of Capital (Vel,I), Hegel
writos: "In so far tho purc Idea of Cognition 48 oncloszed in
subjcetivity, and therofore 1s an imulsc to transcend the latter;
and, as last rosult, purc truth bocomea the boginning of another
sphere and seionce. Thls transaitlon nced horo only be inti-
matod." (p.485) And thon he goos into how the Idos posits
1t801lf nnd is liberation, That, ho says, ho cannot fully do-
valop horo; ho can only intimato At

Now you will rcecall that that 18 preoisoly what Marx doos
in tho Acocumulation of Capital whon ho rcachos tho laws of
soncontration and centralizatlon of capital and socialization
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of lahor, Ho says he ecanmet dovelop thoso, Put ho can glve

an intimntion, and this intimation turns out to bo that I jtha
ultirate would te comtralizatlon of capital "in tho hands of
one sinzle capitalist corporation" 2)}ithat 1t would not mriirar
if that oceurs peaccfuliy or violently, 3)but that with the
cantralization growe also tho povolt, aﬁd’it 13 not just ary
revolt tut onz that is Yurpanizol, united, discliplined by the
vary mcenenism of eapitalist production.”.

H, are you as oxcited as I? Just as varx's developmont
of tho form of the commeditv and mency came from Hopel's
Sy~io-idtic U ¥ I, oo tho Acsumulation of Capital {the Gaoeral
Avcoluce Lavi) is based onl 2fu Absulute Ided.

Romembter also that we kept on repeatin:; Lenin's aphorism
that Marx may not have left us "a' Logic, tut he loft us the
logic of Capital, This i lt--the logic of Capital is tho
dinlostic of bourgools soclctyt tho state capitalism at ono
poloe and the revelt at tho other. : :

At ono stage wo tricd to divide socilallzatlon -of labor
from revelt, tho form being still‘cnyitalistic, and the latter
the beginning of cocialism, o didn't got very far becausc -
that goclalization was capitalistic but revolt liberates it
from its capltalistic intogumont, Marx, howaver, dealing
with tho dilalectic of cepitalist scclety did not make the
negation of tho ncgatlion any more coneroto, but, on the
contrary, in tho last chapter returns to the origins of
capitalism, ’ ' :

Wow we rro ready to return to the last fow sentences of
the Logic vnding with "But this noxt resolutlon of the pure
Idva=-~to detormine itself as extornal Idoe-~thoreby only podlits
for itself tho modiatlon out of which the Notlon arisee as
‘frec existenco that out of oxtornality has passed into itself;
arisas to perfect 1it3- solf-liboration in the Phllosophy of-
Spirit, and to discover tho highest Notlon-of iteelf in that
logical seclence as tho purc Notion which forms a Notion of
itself., - :

(Pleaso, Hauzer, can you get a hold of & copy of Philoz~
phy of Spirit or is it Mind? I am brazon enough to want to
swim thoro too, I have an instinct that we couldn't get vey
far thore shon we trisd it bofore because vie equated Mind to.

héparty, tut now thnt I believe tho dislectlc of. the Abgolute

“‘NIdan 1s tho disleetic of the party, I fuvel that Mind 1s the
new gocloty gestating in tho old, and I feel sure ws could
got & lot of very valuablo dialectical dovelopmonts there,
and vhat is so signifloant about that also is the bullding
of the new within the old makes it possibleo to stop jumplng
from high point to high point but rathor to follow gonorstoly
pince thia now is in tho daily struxgle.)

Somowhora in the lottera about Lonin's Philosophis Notow

books 1t 13 stated that Lenin was awaro of tho gap botween his
Univorsal ("to & man") and tho concreote Russian proletarist,
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vhere we are roro aware of the ldentlty of the Universal anl
tho concrete American prelotariat, What,; furthor, these two
years of our organizotion showed was the high stage of social -
congciousnasa of the new layers attractod to ust they prestioc
in tho paper before they Join .and yobt they aprreciate 1oﬂﬂxﬂ«
ship. Porhaps I'm stretching but I foel that in the Abac.™
General Law whon Marx was devoloping tho dlalectic of bour-
geols socicty to 1lts limit and came up with the revelt "untied,
organizod, and disciplincd” ho also set the 1imits to the
dlalectle of the party which is part of bourgeols society and
will wilther with its passling as wilil the bourgeois state, It
appoars to mo when objlective and subjoctiveo are so interpenc-
trated that tho preoccupations of the theoreticlans of the
man on the street is ¢an wo be free whon what has arisen is
tho one-party state, the asescrtion of Trecdom, "perdonal and
free" and full liberation takos preccdence over economics,
pelitles, philesophy; or rathor refuses to be rent asunder
%nto throc and wants to be one, the knowledge that you ocan be
ree, ;

Do you romember the letter of May 20, 1949: '"We are
poles apart from Hegol but very clesa te him in another respect,
As materialists we root man in his environment, but now that
the renl history of humanity 1s about to begin, the Hogelian

"ooncept of specylatlve reason, comes tr ‘1ife with ue, as never
beforo, the on our basis, " .

.




May 20, 953

Dgar Hauser:

Pleasc -do not inter .rot thils as eny prodéding of you %o
commlt yoursolf on my analysis of the Absolute Iden; 1t ic
only that I cannot stand still and 2o rushed dircetly to vho
Philosophy of Mind. I then rorcad the Proface, Introducticn,
and Atsclute Knowledge in the Fhenomenology of biind, the
Introduction, Throc Attitudes to Objoctivity, and the Ahaolutc
Tdsa An the Smallor Logic and tho Absolute Idea in the Sclenso
of Loglc., After thnt I read Trom covor to cover Lonin's
phonomonal Vol, IX which i tho Absolute Idea in actlon,
rorocd Morx's Accumulation of Capltal and the Fotishiem of
Gommod itics in Vol, I of Capiizl, tho final part in Veol, III,
and the Civil %ar in Franco. All this I d1d on my own time,

~ so0 t» spoak, that 1is to say, botweon 11 p.m. and 2 a.m, after
“putting in very full days and evenings in concratc org.activity.
T notoe thesc facts only in order to -show how this Absolute
Tdse has me coming and zolny, Along with Xoceping all these
in the back-of my head then 2s I read the Philosophy of Mind,
I made up thc following outline of the development of the
vanguard party and lts rclatlonship to the mazs movemsnts:

Tho party as a "eimpls" class instrument-—Communist Leaguo,
‘the First Internztional (reflecting
1848 elass struggles eand the Parls
Conmuna)

The party as dividor of tondonclos - -
within Marxism=-Lonin's party of 1903-17 (1905 & 1917
revolutiona) : ‘

The party as dividsr of polltlcs from . _
oconomles~~Thu Gorman Social Democracy (trado union arls-
toeracy of labor and 1914 batrayal) .

The party as diffcrent soelsl layeru--1920--(in Ruasia
Lonin to loadors and ranks; in Gormany
ranks to loadars) '

Tho party as suppressor of renks and )
dostroyer of rovolutionism--3talinism--{Spanish Rovolutlon
€10, National Rosistance Movoments

1923-53

Now ourselvus, 41-56--clarification of lidoro, elaboratlon

of thoory, oyoe on mass movementa, '51-'53~~lifc in party and

third laycr &8s source of thcory, Something totally new appearg--
18¢: yoars beeomos praoctically no moro than mere
beckground for listening and digging-~B, Woman,

.Youth~-3ll coms from ranks=-~gomothing like tho

‘Great Boginning in Russin, What is Ao romarkable
ia that 1t comos not as dirgot rosult. of any
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rovolution, but rathor as thc accumulatod

oxperioncos and feelings and soelal thinking

vhoen piccod in the proper thoorctic and

cilmetle atmosphore of live peoplo.
To this the papor is tho climnx not alone bocause it hao never
bteen but bocause it could never have boon, Only one who knew
it could ba could go through tho toll of the negatlveo, the
lobor end sufforing, of not a single broak in the cadro of the
"eontinuators" of Leninism. And {Note the "and" rather than
a "but®) only whon it d1d appear can we have perspoctives that
vie have, This therpforc 1z not Just a goneral interpcnotration
of objeoective and subjoctive but one so ccnerete that it 1o
impossibla to say whurc theory loaves off and practlce begina,
This ean _be gc only bucausa _the elements of the new socigty ero
everywhore in evidence.

First now-you auvc whore I was as I rcad the Fhiloesophy of
Mind which, to me, L6 tho new soslety, That's what material-
istic reading of the finnl chapters of Hegel moans to me. (To
aay the end of Hopel iz highly idecalistie la to deny that the
dislectical lawo apply in tholr totality., Porhaps I am vory
rach but that is how I feel at thils momcent. . Unfortunatsly, in
this ficld I oen do no meore than feel for I mosi certalnly. .
_have no knowledgo or practics and I am totally dependent on you,)

. &
T 1imit mynclf to the following scctions of the Philosophy:
Intrcduction, Free Mind, Absolute Mind, ‘

In the Infroductlon Hegel states what the thres stages In
tho devalopmaont of the Mind are:d 1)in the form of self-relation
where "the ideai of totality of the Idoa" is, it 18 "Gelf-con- .
tained and freo." 2)Meving from the Mind Subjectivée ho comes
* to tho gdesond stage or "the form of reality" and in this

cbjectiva world "froedom proconta 1t6oif under the shape of
nocoseity,”" | 3)From Mind Objective wo roach Mind Absolute "that
“unity of mind 2a objootivity and of mind as ideallty and con-
aopt, which essantially and actually is and for over producas
itcolf, mind in its. absolute truth,." :

Hogol continucs (#386)t "The two first parts of the doo~
trina of Mind ombraco the finito mind. Mind is the infinlte
Iden: thus finitudo horo means tho disproportion between
" the concept and tho reality=~-but with the qualificatlon that

it is a shadow c¢ast by the-mind's own lisht-~-a chow or llluaion
vhich tho mind implicitly imposos as 2 barricir to itself, In
ordor, by its romoval, actually to reallse and bocome consclous
of froedom as its very buoing, l.o., to be fully manifostad.

The saveral stoepa of thils activity, on oach of which, with
their comblancs of being, it is the functlon of the finite

mind to linger, and through whiech it has to pass; arc steps

in ite liberation. In ths full truth of that liboration is
given the identificatlon of th. thrae stages-~finding a world
proaupposod before us, gonorabdng a world as our own creation,
and gaining froedom from it and in it., To tho infinite form

of %hils truth tho chovw purifics itself 4111 1t beecomes 2 cen-
solousness of it,
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"A rigid application of the category of finitude by tha
abstract logleian o chiefly ...cn in doaling with Hind and
rpason} it 1s held net ¢ mero mattor of strict logic, but
troated also as a morel and roligious concern, to adhoro to
tho polnt of vieow of finltudo, a2nd ths wish toc go further is
reckoned 2 mark of audzcity, If not of ineanity, of thought,"

(Rumembor “sovicts in the sky"?)

If wic po Irem this audacious thinking dircctly to tho
Frago iiind or eornd . of Scetion 1 of Mind Subjective, wo wili
mcet Wilith frze will dn & now social ordor: "Actual frog will
iz the unity of thecrctical and practical mind: a fres wili,
which ropliscs its own freedom of will, now that the forralisn,
fortultousness, and contractedness of tho practical contont
up to this point have beon superscded: By superssding tho
ad justments of means thercin contained, the will is the -
immcdiate individuallty aclf~instituted,~-~an individuslity,
howover, also purificd of all that interfores with its uni-
versalism, 1.0., with freedom itsclf,®

-In 2 word, not the froo will of tho Ego, the unhappy
¢gonaclousness, but tho free will of tho gociel individual,
an inllviduality...purificd of all that Intorfores....with

- frocdom itsalf,"

" To got to tho "will to liborty (which) is no longer an
" Ampulsy which demends ihts satisfaction, but the permanent
eharactor--tho splritual consciousncss grown into a noneime~
pulsivo naturc", Hogol cannot avoid history, the concrste
doevulopment @ ’

. "whon individuals and nations have once got' ln
tholr hoadz tho absirnct concept of full~blown liberty, there .
is nothing Like 1f in it3 uncontrollablo strongth,- just because
it is thu vory esasnce of mind, and that as 1ts very actuality,
Whole continenta, Africa end the East, have nover had this
iden, and arg without 1t atill. The Greoks and Romans, Plato
and Aristotls, evon ths Stoles, did not have it. On the con-
trary, they saw thot it is only by bhirth {as e.g. an Athenian
or Spartan citizen), or by strength of charactor, oducation,
or philosophy (—-tho_sagc.is frec oven a8 o slave and in
chains) ‘that the human becing ic actuzlly frew. It was through
Christianity that this idcn came into the world."

(I'11 bo d---d if for us I will rcod to stop to glve the -
matorialistic oxplanation Luire, I'm not fighting Hogel's
ldeallsm but trying to ntsert his dinlectics. Anyonc who
ean't think of the Industrial and Froneh Revolutions as tho
boginnings of modorn sociuty, or know ihat wihon wiil to
liberty 18 no longer mero impualsse bt “pormencnt character",
"spititual eonsclousncas” it mcans und enn moan only the
proletariat that has absortad all of secicnco in his person,
that parson botter not try te grapple with Hogol.)

Then a rojeotlion of property, the "have" of posssssion,
and dircectly to thu is of thu nuw scolety: "If to be aware
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of the ldea=-to be awarc, l.o., that men are awaro of freedom
as their essenca, eim, nnpd objoct=-is metter of gpgoulation,
84111 thils vory idea itself is the actuallty of men--no
somothing which they have, as men, but which they ars.”

Wo are ready for tho Absclute Mind, I will 1imit myself
to the concluding four parazraphs, #574~ST77.

Haogel begins hls conclusions about philosophy which "is
the sclf-thinking Idea, the truth aware of itself" by referring
ug to tho Absolutc Idea in the Smaller Logic, and thore
Hogel issued a warning, "It is certainly possible to in-
dulge in a vast amount of senscless declamation about the
idea absolute. But 1ts true content is cnly the whole syateom
of which we have hoen hitherto examining the dovelopment,”

Back to #5574t "tho logical aystem; but with the signi-
fication that it is univorsality approved and certifiad -in
concrote contont as in its actuality.” :

I'm hore reminded of that total Introduction to tho )
Smallcr Logic (or porhaps it is timec to begln calling it by
ita right name, Encyclopzedia of the Phllosopilcal Sciences,
ginco thoe SL 1s Part 1 of it and the Philosophy of M¥ind -thati

. concerns me now Part III) whoro ho says "tho Idea 18 not so
feoblom as mercly to .have o right or an’ obligatlon to exiat
without actually oxisting," And most certainly Sociallsm "ia
not so foetlo as meroly to have a right or obllgatlon to exiat
without actually uxisting". Quite tho contrary the new
soclety is gvidont everywhorus, appoars within the oid.

Let us return to Hogel, still #574, "In this way the
scicnce has poile back to its beginning: its rosult 1s tho
logleal system but as # spiritual principle: out of the -pro=
supposing judgment, ln which the notlon was only lmplicit
and tho beginning en immecdiate--and thus out of the appearanse -
which it had thoro-~it has risen into its pure principle and
thus also into its propor modium,” .

Thls appearance "gives the motive of the further develop-
mont," So, 1liko a8ll rational thinkers, we arc back at ihe
form of tho syllogism: "The first appearancc 1s formad by
the syllogism, which 4s based on tho Logical systom as etarting-
point, with Naturo for tho middle teorm which couplos the Mind
witg %t. The Logleal prineciple turns to Nature and Nature to
Mind, : - '

The movoment is from thoe logical princlple or theory to
nature or practice and from practico not alone to thoory but
toc the new society which 13 its cssencot: (Noto scrupulously
how this dovolopmont, this practica, sunders iteolf)

"Natura standing batweon tho Mind and its essence, sunders
it salf, not indeuzd to oxtromes of finito abstraction, nor
itsulf to comcthing away from tham and indepondjnt,~-which,
as othor than thoy, only sorvos as & 1ink Gobwoon them: Iop
tho syllogism is in the Idoa nnd Nature ls essentlally dofined
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as a transition-point and ncgntive factor, and as implieltly
the Idea.,"

Thus the sundering of praetice has besn noithor to mount
the “optromes of [inilc atsirneotion’ qor as more link cotwoen
practzgu and theory for tic trianguinr devolcpnert nore monn3
that prectico itscif is "amplicivly tha Idca™.

“st111," continucs Hogel, "the mudiation of the notion
nas the oxtornel form of trepsition. and the scienco of Laturs
przsents itself as thc courso of nocessity, 3o that it i3
only in the onc extreme that ths liborty of the notlon is
oxplicit as a sclf-amilgzamation,”

By =211 moeans 1.t's follow Hegel and hold back from skip-
ping a single link, But also igt us not fergot thet thisg 1=
only the first syllegism, whiloe "In the second sylloglem this
sppoarancée is so far superceded, that that sylloglism is the
standpoint of the Mind itself, which--as the medlating agent
in tho proccsg-—prosupposcs Haturo and couplecs it with the
Logical principle. It iz the sylloglsm vhere Mind roflects
on itsclf in the Idez: philosophy appoars &s a subjective
cognition, of which liberty is the alm, and vhlch is itselfl
the way to produce it." (#576)

Horo then Mind itsclf 1s "tho mediating agent 1n the
procass“. I eannot help but think of Marx concluding that
tho Commune is "the Torm at last discovercd to work out the
sconomic cmancipation of the prolctariat”, and of Lenin in
Vol., IX eaying that tho workers and poasanis "must understand -
that the whole thing now is prectice, that the historical
momont hes arrived whon theory 15 being transformed 1into
practicu, is vitallsed by practice, cerracted by practice,
tosted by practico,” and on the samo page (420)3 -"The Paris
Commune gave & groat oxamplo of how to combine initlative,
independonce, freedom of acdtion and vigour from below with
voluntary centrallism free from stcreotypod forma.," 4nd s0 I
ropoat Mind itsclf, the new soclety, is "the modiatlng agent
in the procoss.” : . . _

This 1s whorc Hegel arrives at Absolute Mind, the third
syllogism: "Tho third syllogism is tho Idea of philosophy,
which has salf-knowings, the absolutelytely-universel, for 1ts
middls torm: a middle, which divides 1ltself into Mind gnd
Naturoc, making the formor 1ts proesupposition, as process of
tho Idoa'béubjootive asetivity, and the latter its universal
gétrcwes as process of tho objeuctively and implicitly exlating

o&. ' .

No wonder I was so struck, when working out the layers of
the party, with tho Syllogism which discloscd that elthor the
Univereal or tho Particulir or the Individual could be the
middle torm. Notc carofully that the "middle which dlvides
13501f" 18 nothing lcss than the absolute universal itsclf
and that, 1ndiv1d1n§ tteelf into Mind and Nature 1t makes Mind
the presupposition "as procoss of tho Jdea's subjective actIvity"
and Nature "as process of the objoctively and implicitly oxlsting

Idea,
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Horo, much ns I try not once again to jolt you by soundirg
as if I wore oxhoriing, I:m too oxeclted not te rojolce at wuat
this moans for us., But I'1l stick closu to Hogel and net go
off for visits with Lonin nand ¥arx. Hogel says that the two
appoarances of the Idea (Socinliam in the form of the Commanu
and tho Soviots) characicrizes both its manifestation and in
1t preciscly 1s "A unificablen ¢ tha two nspocts’:

"The gclf«judging of tho Idea into Itis twe npreorances
(#575,6) charactari,os hoth as its (tho gelf-kncwing sensent o)
manifcetations: end in it there is o unification of tha two
aspects i==-1t is the naturs of the fact, the notion, which
cousoes the movement and developmont, yet this same movement 1e
oqually thae action of cognitlion. The eternal Idea, in full
fruiltion of ite sssance, cternally scts itself to work, on-
gondors end cnjoys itowlf as absolute Mind.”" .

e hava cntorcd the now . socioty.

W




May 22, 1953
Doar W:

I can't lot yours ol Loy 20 on tho Absclutce Idea pess
without this nots, eovun thoush, as you can lmagine I am very
rushed, .

I think that thessc notses roprusont our Phllosophie NHote-
vooks, comparnble to thoss of VL in 1915,

Whon I wolke up on tho morning of tho l6th and docided to
gsond you & spocinl dslivery rotracting what I had origipnally
said about your last two pages on the Absolute Idea, this is
what went through my mind, Hauwzer, you're a damn fool, Havo
you any 1des what it memne for Weaver, with 25 years of Bol-
shovism behind hor, to bocome cnamourasd of the Absolute Idea
and Hogal's corecpt of self-relation? Now your letter of the
20th makes it oven clearcr what a damn fool I was, VWhon you,
#cavor, make this loap, it is the final leap of tha part from °
all scporation of tho party from tho mass, end of the loader-
ship from the party. :

This is what occurs to mo concretaly.

. ,
_ 1) Hogel's contemplation of the Absolute Idea is dif-

feront from-Aristotle's, ) Aristotlc's was bosod on a slave

sogciety, the concupt of mzx as a “rational animal", an idoalism

ahich was socially basod, Hogsl's was tho result. of -tho

disleetienl wovemont of the history of socloty,@nd/the-history

of the puro form of tho movomoent, and moved from the Absolute
Idon to Naturo, showing tho -same dialeetical davolopment in

Nature as hnd been in Mind, T

Why then didn't Marx and Lenin sco this? Thdt is a very
important point, To the extent that thoy didn't, they had not,
kocauso thoy could .not, in the oxisting historlcal clreumstancos,
. maka the complute break from oll ideas of the party separate
from the mass and leading 1t. ) -

That 1s ‘tho histofical task that remained for us,

2) When the loader and the party (Not the vanguard party
in the scnsc of an olite but a party in the scnse of oursclves
raprescnting a rofloction of tho world outside) makes this
loap, it is a roflecction of thoe stapo which the maseos thomw
solves have.reached. Do you rocell Blaine's quostions to me
about Part IV cf Document #1? That absolute patloncu on the
part of the moss, that knowlsdoe of powers, that unity of
conditions and purpose which i8 not scperate from activity, ls
tho lnvading soclallst soclaty. '

3) ¥o can now make as & thomu of Document #2 what has
veon mirsing from it up to now--the getting rid of all forme
of small masy partylsm and cliquism. From_dost Virginia (Fall
off195 ) to this on thc Absolute Idea {May 1953) 1s tho hlstory
both ot tﬁg dovolopmont of the leoaderchip and of the organizatlon
=-ourgolves, 68 well as of the prooess from the posi~iWorid War
C? o ocursolvos, H
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