. N . . ,
vttw-la_wmv!v¥¢$#&wstﬂl\m;w&mt!nvml\wu‘!#*»*-**nthtu-a»- a*vv»*n-&-r_’_uvtvwﬁ-ttnmttttt

T T LT Tampv m_.-'wu»»umitn»"u.u#4#»ﬂvmtmuwn-u-'t;’.'m“a«#m»#nH"w»wuwmmu;v*_ﬂ

NEEEEEERLE

P UL L BT IN

Heo.l Apsil 3985 =  Ohelvman’s Report - Watkine! Lettor.

lﬂ.t#'#1."!0.‘#'!8#*'*"#F**i##*t!*#‘-*tli.‘#t.f#!*_ﬂ##"##.-rﬂ“ﬁl‘.ﬂ"****l##*'*#*l‘_‘

PSSP pRRU e DR TR ST TR R PRSP AL




POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT

. Inwmy welcoms I eaid that we are gathered hers for a hiutorle
_oceasion, The history iz not out of any bock. It will first be pade
here when the decieion to lssue a paper undsr our own power vill have
proven what had been svidsnt for the past two monthe -~that is to say,.
that the workers themselvas ars taking the Tsadership in ¢ stablishing
their own paper and building their own organlzation. TIts start was
thise whon faocud with a split ou the part of the majority of the
intellectuals, tha worker—lesders and the worksre in the raunks,. ingtead
of retreating, said:s "Good, welll go 1% alone beoeuds wa know that other
Wotkord will soon join uss Btarting from sereteh all ovar agein tidy be
hafd, but at least this paper will have guf purposs.” .

. mat s s very dilPsbent attitude thin what szesmed to bo the case
wheh the si¥ugglo Pirst burst into the opdh and the feoling of tHa
$olobkriahs besmed to bo) "Hot anothér factional etrugglel I don't
how thdt & could go thtough dnother split.® .

gt happenied 6 brlng about a total thange i in ibeslf thd anaver
Lo the question in the hikdd dnd on the lips of all I1Beral and zidicsl
Sdaptios sushn th wobkesb t8ke leadsrohip into thelr own-hand#d

. In thb prén-nt. cabs the ‘ih,'pui*pose; ind mathod of-.una 'nou-j-itorki.m' :
slass sidd wont so duch sgainst the grain of the workers that their

slaps instinot 1itbrally sveraight maturad into political leadership.

- On thé face of it thii mdy seem te b of uoncern to ho ons but
thoks involved, much 1§88 any oubptantial part of the workingelass:

fho_ opposite is the obds.

: Thé objective thuth is that. so total is the orieie of prasont-day |
holoty‘. 4 fedup bre thg‘ working pobple =~ and I éx indluding smong them
hot wlohd tha rank and file workers but thd Hegroemj the women) the.
youbh and bven the biddle clibe thkt has no:sonnsotion with any of ‘the .
two burbsusbaoies == amerisan tnd Pusslan -= fighting for werld powor e

- d¢ fed-up I repeat; are tho working psople with the present eystem of -

production where they sre nothing but ccgs in.a aachine, with the laber

bureaucrncy whoss main concern Le how to-dhcisnuo labor whensvar it
atrikes out on its cwn, and with the prosont adniniatretion ¥hioh is
daily blundering into war, so utterly in revolt are they sgainst ell
this that 1t would take very little to unlcase a torrent which would
change all relations, beginning with the relations of wen Yo zen at
tho point of production. ' ’

There is only one thing that ia-holding buck the torront and that
1s tha lack of confidonce workera have in themselves, that they and

they alone can do it.. :
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, 8o that; what happened emong 70 psople illuminstes whet 1s happaning
in the wotld ag a whole. The story of what happened te this amnll brganize-
tion that the werkers suddenly fcund themseivee in the lead, end ant

4ts own course whether ir tin loadnrehip or in the renks, is of the
groatest concern to tie verkers af A yhole for only the confidence in
thempolves will break 1he ct.an;?sioll o all leaders, including radioal
ghoupinga who aru alinyo reacy o Tell the workera what they should do

and never listeninz to worke:s, what they want dono.

Tn this categoty of radical grounings nét listening to vorkods §ither
on the outeide of in thair own ofganization pust now be included the fotmer
b viejority and he who instigated the sotion, J.R. Johnson.

Hasdbofores eveh in the: CORRESPONDENCE grbup which prided itadlf on
making the proletarian the centre of all its thinking and action apnd began
dvin to publish i paper that was written not "for" workers but by ’
the attitude of the workers, and that includes ihe workers who cat;_snd
only set in'the leadoreship, the atiitude of the workers toward pelillod
waB q‘ well you had io be a member of this group bacsude 1t 18 the .
only who stopd for o fundamentel tranaforibation of socisty. Tne orgeni~
ational Job Funtil the, day action was on the order of the day,’ hawever';
théy 182t prdtty wuch to the intelleotuels, the theoroticions snd ofganizerm

T Hilteh.put it r‘noent.ly'i until the fight broke ocut WE WERE IBOLATED.
PECPLE bitting together. T :

 Bub ke boon av the move to .split the orgunization, the workerd both -
in the REA ohd in the ranks, rose up, spcke in a way thoy themaalvds did
Iot know they could, .and showed that they never intanded to "be dri*ou

hto 4solatitn® from thelr ehopmates and worker frisnds on the outzide.

 Mew that is vhat is NEW, renlly new in hera and in the world dbt
largé for oush dévelopmenta cannot cosur EXOEPT WHEW FUNDAUENTAL OHANGES
ARR BUAKTNG BOCIBTY TO ITS DEPTHS. What happoned emong us Fofluote what
- 48 happening in the world around us, ‘waiting to be borm. It will pay us
to go into detall. )

T4 was Johnaon who chose to attsck the ¥ational Chairman ut the very
tize the bourgecisie attacked. . ‘

Johnsen 18 & wan of purposs. Contravy howaver to the purpose of the
vorking olass, this man of purpoze is not stopped by eny mote of the class
enemy which seem to go in the rame dirsotion es he. Ho i8 a man vho thinks
and plano & lot beforu he undertakes an sotion = for this he han been
proparing & year and more-— but he dossn't abop to think of 1te gousscusndsd,
nor will ho be éetsrred even though the proletarian majority.of the loader-
ehip of the organization tells him to cesse and deaist. X doudt that the
pull of tho objeotive fordes of an nlien oclusd upon him was clear cven
to himself. A% any rute though I thought 1% I wase not resdy to oAy,
this Le what it was.
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What I did deolde to do when I was suddenly eonfronted with
the barrege of letters telling me the end of sy 25 years in the working-
class movenent has come to a "miserable end" and I wuot, without seeing
the political positions he had worked out, capitulats in advwnce to Neff
and Esufman whe would carry out "the mew politics," =-the only thing ¥
destdes to do was to turn to the duly established polzziaul‘g%@ - thy
RER -~ iunstesd of the appointed sligue of two. There the worker-sditor
promptiy put & class etamp on the wmatter. Ho sald these letters are
sheyr demogogy, the worst enwmy of the workingslasa.

_ﬂ_llz_gre'.rot_msuu was instruating his adberenta %o proossd mthl.ual:‘
L0 rancve ms without any statomant of politle erance having been

_presonted becaues he said it wao Jonly® ~ an orgenizationa gtfnauonh,-.
Zhe highany .galiticnl body in the organizatior cekedy what po iticn
 motivatea euch o mova?® .

. Mn-t.ho mere m;y of eontultatich with a du!y conetitutad body,,
and not a clique of two designated by a third, immedlately ralesd tha:
qiestion to a political levsl. Ko politleal onmeer. cane from sbroad. |

M8, agoin, we hod a protty good crganisatiomsl domoust¥ation
of ‘what wae "oalled the®new form of landor%ip." Kaufinon stanpeded the
ment brship, ond, not governad by ony lows of procsdures whatevor,; unwped
the functicm of the REB. This brought Milton to tho fore who siuply-
and bluntly oalled hor astions "Btalinist." '

fhue the sgoond ontry of a proletorion lender into what at first
mppau‘ncf an o fight betveon two intelleotunle conorstised the oloes,
dosignation as that of totalitarions who destroy shat thoy consot
aontrol. B ) ’ ' -

. ‘The taird loyer personm vho uits in on the AKB cooparcd the provious
silonca of Kouftnicn and. the presont frantio behnvior with what goss on

in tho shop in its systomatised attoupt to intimldats workers, and how
workaors resist it. ‘ : . -

The most vorked out annlyels of tha whole behuvior of this treschor=
ous opposition hins hoen mode by tho third worker on the REB. I trust
oweryono has read Harpor's lottor to Jec. Not only road it, but
studied it, Tor it is o mastorpiocs ~f Bolshavien ond dinleotics, thet

ie to 8oy of uneougmilin_gﬁolan polition nad philosophy.-

He mado his point of departura thad, first of all, "ocrreet® nolities
wouldn't save us fron the fate of the old radicsl organizations whon
isolation from the workingelose brought $o their docas "IF we eould
wod oitroat workers wa vould go the way of the Trotekrdsts.® He then
showod that doenuse the actual politicnl differencos and purposse were
not out in tho open at tho stort, it was difficuli to ssc why anyone
wné on ona side ond not the other, but thut "beonuse 1t 12 fnpossidle
to soporato tho method used from the oims and purposss, it is natural
that thoss who took sides on tha basls of uothod found thonesives ou

. | . 2413
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oppodite eidoe too whon purposd and alns wers defineds?

. Firmolly, slippory ae an oel though J was, his politice be;nn to
shows Pirst agninst the pepav and i%6 oditor and thon on the war.

a,7ns Baver

. Fow no ono thoupght wa haod ashioved a porfoct papoers Q;uite tho
gontrary. But tho pew in the paper was the fact that we had a worker
oditor and he was iWwot sumaing up his 18 monthe experionta hy showing
that, kosisaily, wi’k all ita faulte,. the paper nmoved to the sxtent. it
¥a8 o Woopon in tno olces struggslse: with oll ite merite it failed to
neve bocouse ite purpore was undof lmd. \

1

Ho stroesed that it wos nod that the worker reader didn't unieratand

our FUrposo but Lol Lt wod incdaguete to what ho wanted in 8 ags of

uriais WHOTO B boha) tvensioryshson 18 raoded; end whore he napires to-

_orh ..nizu.tton $0_acnisve Thol aid.

thnaans on tho otho hand, shid thes problem was a curnsliztie
onal ' The faet thut he wos s1ying Lo redfucs our problen to that of
*{oudmaiien? rother them thet of Thurpena' does not mean that thore ie
fo pur E 1:: his journnlipss M 48 rothsr thot the mirpose is aliog,
l{rizig&%aai rathor thon notunl of feai_vicds utm.gglg- Bot only

bé‘Ioai Wign e asals With hiebory bue whon he denls with thu

curfont clase battlos cf' the proletariet. Thue wo cre euddenly oritioised
for the absonco of the olasa struggzle fron Corraspondence. .t the. anly
¥ajr we Wots ablo to hova any nows on the British dook strike which has been
valled tho gruateet sinca tho gunorul strike of 1925, is to rowrite what
was !n the British prers, cnd nel fSron tho 37 '1tself.  On tho sontrary,
thoyy he said; are stili .a-lr:.ng,, nontha aftarword, how best %o present
1t in the papors Mot tady Luvon't gotben thewo yot ia no wonder. "The
prolutarint. doosn’t etard 1‘..;.\1. whi'.lo thy intellartunla disoues. They
hove ‘agted, hove brought 4ho whole guustion of vorkess control of produotion
to the forefront, nnd are row secking poiitlcal anawers, Hhi].o J 1s
busy .trrl.t!.ng or rowriting hilsbory.

bY ihe ¥ar

Md while he ie procoeding to ]w down tho 1ine to ua en the ro.par,
he 12 off on the tost quostion of ary workerz organization — the attituds
to ware 48 ono and the somo timo he has comt cut with "war e almosk o
woy of 1ife® and we oan thereforo 12 nothing sbout 3t ~— little HRus gave
the finast politicnl onsosh of all on war 08 P way of life? and ¥ trust
we will publdsh it aftorward - and pat with the dolusion thad the ¥
beob joakes possiblo the stopping of wnr hefore 44 wvar brooks outs
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‘l . 'The Aritish pecple; hé says ake opposed to roarming Gormany. (Since

‘y'l_leh did we oconcern oursélvés with the wmarmer in which thé blg powers
‘péte guostionsT) '

The pecpls of Europe, hs continues, are sick and tired of wer.

(Watsh out when Jehnson suddunly hacomes so simple in his etyle that
each oontence iz e poragrath. Ev is tan nod doing what ocsems {o be the
cage--populorizing an idea. He ls sltoving in a fundemsntal revisien,
dransforming soms workingalosp truth iuto its opposite. )

From this hs leaps to o self-mide conclusiont The stavords moveasnt,
{Notes not the rank and file production workers on ¥hoa our entira polities
i5 based, but the stewcrds mevemont in which Stolinlsts are vary notive), the
stowards movement is ready to intervenme, aud if they do, tha wor so far ans
the British bourgeoiuia is concorned is over.

Just_that simple!

e *Therafore,” he conulu,des,‘ Twhila struggle for pedce-ut any other
tide in histery wac utopinu aud reactionary, now 1s the ono time ws can -
redlly stop 1t.* :

- Now this is the kind of bosh thot sent off tho Gormah vorkere whe
ward Soclalist off to wor for tho Kniser--ond the Tuesion# "against . -
Kaleotim" Pought for Teariss, =nd the wholu.bloody botroynis of the soclial

aodfibts of W¥ T and "mow rogimee® .in WY IY. That the Coacuniétz ore '
doylng ot that gomo sgelin and the Bovanitee in Eritain are helping the
-dbiublon ~ but.we navar thought this would come from the thoorotician of
stotoedcpitalion ond workers rovelt and tho naw spoicty. .

Nbw this’is why ho wanted mo out of tha way. (For tho moment I will not
céngorn myeolf at his undorostimotion of tha incricon prolotoriat, and
ospoelally the prolotorist in ow ronks who were raigod on sam fundarontal
political prinoiplos. For tho momont I will lot hin think that only I,
anothor thooroticinns could cxpose his resctionory lime.} ' .

Lot us thon contrast it to what wo seid ot owr last plemm:

"Praparations for War against Russio temarrow 1s all=out wor ngalnst
the dneriecan workars, todny, tonorrow ond the doy aftoer. Thot 18 vhy tho
point 18 not who throws or will throw tho £irst stono. Bspacially whon
the firet stono will be tho H bomb. Tho point ies arc you with the poople
struggling -for o now way of lifo or with tho burcauorncios fighting to
pourpetuate thensclven.

"Thoso burcoucracice will.eporo nothing to koop thomselvoa on top ond
tho workers whoro thoy have alwoys been — ut the bottom, carrying the loads
4raod with the H-boab, thiy ara roady to dostroy olvilieation-itoelf rather
than allow tha now sooiaty to omorga.” “

-
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"You roo thare i3 no in ‘heﬁﬂ%gm‘ I wah dulking thon odout the
Trotskyist orgonlzati-na who “wan o working elass to gaim power But
tines thoy do not bolleve it is NHES ONLY ROAD 70 TND THE GAPITALIST CHACS,
want "until tho day" tc¢ bo with thd labor bursatieraty. Ae it turns out,

1% applios nore to Johnson who thinks Thaot Through the exismting erder,

instead of by ita ovorthrtw, you cen otop the war.

I contimed: TEi%hor o Luliorz that the working peoplc and only
Shay nan sava clvilizaiion Proa cojiuta thace. Or you belisve they have
to be "lad.’ snl 4ais thirel for lealsrship eatz you up and throwd you
back to the ol zormaky. You finl yoursolf attached to the olé ordsr
which irom the ags of 1% ¢r somothing you have spoken against.” —

"In Pugopo, I Went on, thit guestion of war isn't e théorstical
question.  hey heve the Ked Army within striking distance. Tomorrow it
nay fall on*Berlin or P aris cr Tondon. ;

"My war means the destruction of civilization. Thers zecmz mo
way out=-Russia cr America, which is worse? Tou couldn't dtatinguish
one from the othar. .Bub new they hear the voice of the American
working class, That!s what will keep oivilization fram falling, Tt's
an alternate rood, Tho oluss rond, the working olase soad." - ‘

. “"fhe Sheriean working class is 'the onswer to whather Westsrn
civilizaticn will survive or not. -And whav they sso that they cay,”Gvod;
ve can fight for ‘Wostorn Ulvilization ond the new socicty. The Ameriecan
working clase 4s coving to our help.” Hw thal le vhat ie important, ~-
vhat 18 ioportont abcut the opposition to war, what is impordznt sdout
sooing thera 18 nod tho slightest trnce of ohauvinima in our rolatione
40 tha othors,; vhas 18 important cbout the way in which we hondle sach
a sinple thing, ovidently, as Koxa. Tou bogin with the fost that they'
arve airoody Pighting o civil war, not with the fact that Ejerd doesn't
know how to write. Fion though *hat shows hew you ound hove 5,000 years
of sivilizmation witheat wuowing het to writa.® ‘

. "githout cur past and owr presini we couldn't do what ws have to -«
whethar that bo principled rosistance to the war or the preoticnl work

" of pudblishing a workers paper, every two weeks. So that, vhile we
uaderstand the rele of the working paeple and the fuprddontel fercaes
of the prolotariat- end tho other revolutienary alcmonts of ssclaty} end -
while wo proposo it 2ink oursolves in thow ccmplatoly, bocauso cutside
of them, far pooplo who undorstand the world, there 1 no 1ifs; and.
whilo wo loarn from thom all the now politics, for tho mest abstract
cancoptions of Marxiim are in the conercto movemox’ of the Anoricen
workers today ~~ that doos not in tho slightost degroo make our own
positivo, conerato individual rolo the lose."

The final thinf I wish to quota 18 that in talking chout tho ferm of
the papor, I saids "If i¢ weren't a class question, it wouldn't bo
poricus. Whonovor you are in a sorious orisie you oun bo suro tho sloass
basis i hidden somovherc. But in an organization like ours, whlch buses

_1ta#lf totally on tho working cluse, it tokes come deep diving %o come
up with 4t8 concrate foru."
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¥ myself 11ttle thought that the ooncrete form would bs the the
apresfancs of such a trmasherocus oppesiticn within cur midet. But spesking
1n geanwrai, I camy 20 cloes to %he concrete truth that was first to appear
6 tonths henoe, that *hor fagrad me and vanted me out of tha waYy s

Now then why did thy siectod working class majority to tha REB and
NEd, and that includes youil ropveroutative, rise up ae a man in what thoy
date cgll "persorai Jufense.” It waen®i we; and 1t wasn t even only Corrss-
pondence -~ althougit everyona could sse that thot is what would be the
ultimate end, the deatrustion of ODorraspondence,-w .

1L was mare formidable than ary sinrlg workingolaes expresusion avon
80 Tundomental o onu 18 -CORHESPONDENGE. : . ‘ :

1t wna nothins less than a question of the psropestive of the Amarioan
revolution. -

1

. ¥Wo had provicusly mndo tho dmoricon werking class the Foundation of
all our thinking ond porcpectives not alone on the notioml moens; but

ab %ho axis of world porspactives - -

It had 'mothing to dn with anything subloetivo, just boaoues we' Wore
dmoricon, that is. . - ‘

tt bad deop objoctive roote.

o &mortean workingeloass wos tho moét tachnically advansed. It was
the most wilitent in wilddate, with the grontest axporionmes in fighting the
labor burcaucracy. . ' ~ ' . .

It woe tho only advancod industrinl proletnriat that was not shookled
down cithor by tho ono—party 6tate or tho mnss porties like LP in England
and OF in Franco and Italy which hold tho worklng clags iz n sgranglehoeld..

Tho only othor placa, we arguad, whore no mase parties shackle tho
moeros and the only obetacle to workers taking mattors into thoir own
honda, wao Africo. Thot is why tho Xerwya situation cun tonosh ue so mmoh.

But Afriea has no grost industrial working class and we would therge
foro ngain bo confronted even on a gravar soale than in Russin, with o .
prolotoriat of an induetrially undevoloped country taklrng power ond not
being ablo to put into proctico the noed that the populaiion "2 = pan" .
run production and the stote. And Afrion wae not as strotogicolly placed in

world offalrs as wos tho .UB.
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So that the ameriscan develspment was integral not alons to Amarica but
to the world, It is trus that when Johnson left, Kaufwan with her vild
aweaps, subordinated the whole imerican movement tc. that of & single
individuel. But theru wes not a whif? of sheurinlen in my oppoeition to
her end at that time Le supporisd ms. Knufman: who sleo knows how to
prosent a pooiticn viw w grras nailuncohic sweep wnen the right proletarian
political line 18 given ti hour. horasit oxprossed 1t best before this fight
wode hor reolegute Amorico 40 ov cipost of Durope. Lost August ghe wrotes
"podey wore than ever. with tao ersomple of Stalinioa storing us in tho face
a8 o politiscl porament erguniiang ths in{arnotionzl froo a single contre
and Trotelyim ue chetr b artoess hismalim proposing a eingle stiagogy for
svery counbTy, We hrve to by avard of tan Tact that an intornational nmovement
can OMLY be built ur by no spocifio conirilution of oach country froo ite
apucific troditiens and rroblond.

He gavo up noro “haan Ameriven perspootivos whan ha dovoloped his
pacifist Bovanito-Stalinisv porition on war—- he blurred ths class line
‘aleo on the Buropean revolution.

3% Marxfse Capital

: And the insecapabié theoretical cercllary to this "now polities®
is the conception that the American workingolass 1 backvwards They aore
Lrying to sneak itw'.Watch how it ie coming in by the baok door. -

. Bver since her return from Europe Eouftan hoa been soving that it is
not up to usy but -Eurape“fr,g:d_afend“l{arxlanf‘ ~= from thers, not frox me, should
‘bomie tha back op Merxisms

- give up our position first established in 1941 and reegtoblished
in 1551 ond periodiccily. thereaftor thot ooch gonerstion must reintorprot
Marxim for itbelf, and wc ore the ‘maturdl onos to do 1t2” :

Tt is true thad &4 hza boon put off just as rogularly, but them in
tho 4 yoors eince: the brouk with orotakyim, this group has turnod so for
}':ward. thot 1t hardly ovon noted Lhnd that irward turn was oway from -

rxim. ' )

The isolation from tho mauada wort hand in glovo with the isolution frow
Marxien, but still £ill the ro-urn fram Buropoy wo paid Homoge 4o it. Kow
there are only smide rezacku. Wy ? ,

TMiis 18 not just e whecretical quastion. ‘Watch.

Tho deciaion to puhlisn Qorrespondenca We proudiy hailed es proof that
we were one greup thad aterted not wiyh theory, but with the ramulis of theory.

The very mathod of mibiicutiou, nci from o oenter but by local commltteas,
we pointed out is e blov to wureauoratisn, the belief thut only the dducated

can write, edit, publieh.

2418




.'.'g.:.

This vehturs has uncovared the tulants rst aloka Of worker-leaders as
sditor and chief worker journnlist, but writers from the deepest lasyers such
as Jerry Keg}; on t.ha labor papgo, end Ethel on the Negro page.

But suddenly our orstw“”ﬂ colluagues are roady to escuttle this at tho
dtop of a ha%, or I sheuld Love £oid tho flip of & pan; from Johnaon.

Now the truth i1s they wouldn't have found it quityv so easy to take with
them soma good rank s1d tilers 1f during thie poriocd wo had alongeide of thia
papor the took whitk ras slways been the foundation of any sericus workingeleos
movettent for the prat 100 years. WMot for pedantic reason, but because that is
at tho very root of all our activity, theorotical and practicals Det us
stop for a moment and Bse how Americe helped shape Marx's Capital. It i3
in truth the workingclaes proparationm for their own actions ag their act.i
i for his theorios.

Merx as you know was.a German shd osarly in his youth broke w:’th
hourgaocle socletys Ho is the Pounder of wodern socialimn and cont.r!.nn wi‘bhin
himeelf 't,he throe main strands.of 19th eontury thought. ;

Ea&h of thess hovever he incorporateod into his system in a new, ';9,

s proletarian wey. For oxzample, v regarding the clasrioal politlcel sconomy

which finally- reoogniaud that 1t wae labol that was the scurce of all
woalth, he addeds "Fot Imbor, but ho living laborer. Onoe you put in the
capter of- your thoughts, as he is in fact the center of production, you will
8o ol dhod that you aro dsaling not with tiinge like wugos end profitss but
with relations of produciisn, relations of men ot tho point of production.
And It is there wherc overything wmust be toru from the roots up 1f you wish
to overcome erisiny * Only tho working_class control of production can do that."

.
.

~-8o after tho man!fautoel and the 1848 revclutions in Rurope, Marx
roturns to etudy and write a bock on eeconémics. But ‘even the genius Marx had
- the limitation of all intollectuals and thot. is that thoy can resolwe .problems
only in tholr heods, whorons whero it is nesessary to solve thoam is in life.
Until THB WOHKBRS THEMSELVES WOULD SHOW THE WORM OF REVOLT it wos impeesible
to aolva evon "simple" thooretical problems.

That 15 the core of Hurxian whieh 48 a theory of the liberation of labor
from all tyradnny and that 1s why 1t is not o theoratical question wmerely. And
Cagital, hard as Morx worked at it, could net take shope until the workers
WoTe once more-on tho move, which wao bagun with the grent divide in mid-19th
contury—- the Oivil War in tho United States. .

- It ia ‘snly thon when Capital takes ehaps and it 18 only out of the
aotual atrugglon of the workers for theo ahor’c.a'ning of the working day thet
-the basic foundation of tho historic meation of Capltel is laid. Right into

Cngital Worx brings in the early trado unione in the US following the Clvil
ch phrassd the whole question of the working doy correctly, i.nst:lnebiva-

1y, whnt it took him B0 wony yoars to work out.




iy

Ly

w 10 =

4L tho prosont timo with automation being at its most advancod stage
hore, and the Amerioan prolatariat being least angurbercd by mape poartics
which shackle it and thorofore the epontanscus ocutburst which are sire to
come will first roveal the il etago of 1liboration from capitelism and tha
ostablishmant of & now #oalonye Thorc is no botter climate to restatoe tho
fundamontals of Marxist *ien hera.

o RED foalo it e time ue pii n dat'i~dte dato for that work -~ o year
from now. T will ho dens ar o edTlestlie exrfort. I will bo dono, as we do
all our works ia tha alosess =0i1a' orabion with the third layoer, specifically
Mery frcm 4o youth ang sraasers  Tias 1e our iong-rango perspoctive, but
that loga arh snafror® vl a3 as inssdicte prodlow st thie conforence.

WHAT IS THAE PROFLES IS tho papey a::d. tha form of orgsnization, both
within the context «f iuis new Shat the presont struggle in the group hes
revoalod: workors a# laddorn of thélir own paper and their own organization.

You will be dis-masﬂ.m; nll avening tha paper whan you hear the report of
tho editor: 'The suggeztod dabto Tor rolssuanca if wa docida thet ip Juno 1l7th.
in honor of the East Zoruan rovolt. . .

?flg\i" You will bo discusskug 4% oznin when you hear tha financa rsport of

frion tomorrow and iawa o “ho roesgonuibility for a foundatlon fund and for
a8 quick issuance ol thu parar 09 posniblo. : ’

_What I wish to apond =y bima on s the covcreta organizaticual activity and
political parspoctivis (ovornirg tharse. )

The contral activity will of courss be the papor.

_ But & pepor that ie not Sust "for® workor's but by the workers that aims to
bo o weanon in tho olmns styuggle wuet have mora vorkers than those in this
room, and not only ac roeders, bhu’ writers, oditors, distributers, fimanclers,
thelr waapon, and thsir tocal outlook in opposition to that of the capitalists,
the laobor bureaucrats, tha piannores the loadorse, toteliv_thoirs and intorostad
in everything. : R :

Por the doctor, tho lawyoer, tha profassor, tho writer, the historlan
oach stand in o cortain relationthip to tie workingelass and wust onter as,
part of this peper. Onco tho chans bnais is Pirsly laid, thoy udt only have
o plnos in it -- nowhere olse can thoy find a solution to thoir own problems.
The orisie of sooiety io btotel and includes a1l but the buraaucrasies fighting
for world pover. : ‘

S0 that tho papoer cannot remain tsclated from tho working poo;ilo and the
sommitteae that put cut thu paper mast fanction in o manner where workers
feol ot hone and wani to como dovne

for thom 4o want to cowoe down thoy must eee gemething in us, must find a
renson for our existonca, and for tholir bolonging.
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M is not true thot becouse our prineiple is that what tho avorage man
soy? ie what is important and wo croate a forum for him, that wo have no
other i‘unction. :

Wo are not out to load cr ordor thom obout and writo programe for them
to ce.rry out.. i

Bat we have o funel %t tn_elordty workors belitics. Wa dom't

only 14 lr r-’:rol’..s.-_on ok e i' i—*«.dum tuh joets to thoa. Yo pgive a
lo gical crpaalzetict nis ! L ,', ‘Lapiiben, g’ripea. deaires.

Thus the page which carries his story carries other workero storles and
‘he so08 his problem is noi an incividuel oro. And the next page cerries an
editorial, or Two Worlae conlains a page of history, or the front page lemd
article; which, whils hse=d on whot Interasis the worker, takes him a atep
further than his own thoughts led him to. So that this 1ogica'l orge.nization-
of his impulses, this forw in whidh his articles are- pr:m'r.ea, give ths m;ory
ha tells a new qualiiy.

The new quality is our contribution and he recognizes i_'b as such, for
he experiences a duvelo ment in himeelf which disentangies his proletarian
ingtinets from #9ma OF Liu bal-UooLs Ldenb tha+ cling to :I.f. becouee he lives

in this society.

- ¥We do not odit his 'bhoughta -- we print all he says wi'bh all ite
sontradiotions out of which acertain movement flows ard propels him “orward.
But ho oagina to edit his own. Wno didn'{ sense the differonce between
what Andy wrote when he fircst wmet Milton in the shop and what he vrote
afterwaird? Ho got them froum a fow, vezy bad editing scseions.

‘¥hen we will have clelrifed otir own form of Tunctioning we will not lose
the Andye and Wandas but dovelop them. i )

The proof ia how wo ourselves have devolopsd in this poeriod, Paogjle'
first camo aliva. - o . i _ .

Tho oppodition that saw nothing but what thoy wahted to ses, or were told
to 8eo, interpreted tho fact that Nelson, not I, was sont to Galifornia. to
debate Naeff as an abdication of. laaderahip.

Hors aro pecple who talk all the tims sbout "the new, the new", but
it was not tho now, but Kaufwan hersolf who had to present their vory old
and unprincipled position. On the other hand it was not I, Lut Milton, who
took on both tho philcsopher Keuftan and the constitutiomalist Dean and made
wincemaat out of thom both. . .

And in NY le}ry carrlod a groat deal of the burdon of the debate and she
horeelf was surprisad that che could evoak so freely and challenge "tha
loador Chapin at avery turn, including that of Marxiem. In tho ranks too,
Btallworth hore cutshone Heinz not boocauso she has as wuch experience as ha,
but baoause tho story sho told was part of her vory crganiem, hor lifo--
that charoater Johnsont gsho was wiso to him.beforo intolleotuals like me wore
and she ooculd spock froo “her heart.
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Fow that &8 it in o mtshells if your own poople como slive that way,
you have to dolivor no oxhortatlens cbout sctivity, wor foar isvlation-- iney
will attract other workora who will recognizo the genuinoe prolotarian voice as
thoir ovn. Tho point &8 —— car w0 maiubain what w0 achiovod in thie-poricd
and moko oursolves realizo all thel: potontlalitles.

(n? of tho wain polnrte, us I doo it, in organizing cureolves from
gcraich, i=w loarning to fuueilon indopundontly, ond grow, is to develop that
whieh 43 alseady e uz unl £irFl coame e the Tors whon thoy saw the workers
papa.; hYermy senbtied.

thet moane sueh congrute thirgs as public meetings. Public meotinga
not by lecadurs il ayself spusking at such langth. Ko, publiec mestings by
workare speeking to othor workers as wWorlkers out of thoir own oxpericncee
and for thoir own purposse. What they want to say and whon is up to thom
and ke loecal arrengeu for it. . :

You way speak on the. CORRESPCHDENCE BOOKLET or any iseua of Corraspendence
in. order to show wha% it is wo aro trying to astablish.. :

{r you can sposk on Indignaiﬂ‘. Koart ~- we will suroly soriaiize it in
our papor -~ snd bring out otlier auch workers lives. I would like to hear
loafe. . : . : -

Or you can speak on the Poople of Kerya Speak for Themeelves == we

. are the ones who politically and financially wade it possible and we surely

! smnnot lat them take the crodit,. All Eaufwan did wes run it into the ground
snd 80 1limit 1% to tho churchas that this great work ia hardly kmown to the .
Dotroit proletariat, wuch lass ‘do in New York or I vhera not oven tho local
knows what Wwas dono as thoy nover gave Arden a chancoe to roport.

o, that book is oure, and we can have a talk on it, and link it up with
" what We are cttempting to do on Lhe Nogro pago -=- the more I think of 1t the
_more I think Stallworth could make a very substantial talk on it, und really
get some antivity around it and around tho page that is to bo for which
‘backlog should immadiatoly accumulato. - i :

Tn o word, workere must teke tha load in bullding their own organizatiom
and its paper, and it must bagin right hers with talk as to how you mean to do
- 1%, and the day ofter you adjourn. Workers toking tho lead in avery aspect
of tho work, from getting a hall to spaoking in it has to bo our foundation.

You know the laat thing anybedy over talkod about in the othor group is
building tho organizotion. You would think thet boozuse wo broke with the
concept of a poriy to load and thirst for no such thing, that thorefore there
is no reason for our baing.

It is timo surely-we broke with this consept for. without breaking with
1t wo will bo oo isoluted as thoy and as doomed to failure. Milton said that
one rogson wo remained fsmolatsi was that Jobnson drove us to it, He, for
exompla, had to bronk with ull his frionds. Woll, that 1a over.
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Watkins sedd when & worker first Jging an argenization he alvays
bdrings peopls around. You have e purpose snd want to explmin it to your
shopmaetes or friends in ggnoral., 3ut after a few mootings, end a lot of
petty-bourgeois with their big telk dominate them, thoso peeplo laavo.
Although you yourself stick 1t out, etill you ars not so sure about the
purposc any longor and you stop inviting your friends to ~omc downe

Now what 1s it that will bring them downt What is it we ropresent?
How ran we 6lirlt a working~lass responee? I don't megn just leaders of
workers but the rank and file. I mean the lesdgrs and the renk and filo
of the workers we hmve meved_as one igainst the unprineiplod opposition
end wers not afraid "to go 1t alone”. Now how ean wo build further, with
the same opiginality and for~e that they d4d in the fa~tional struggle.

Earh hag brought dsomething different and that ie good. Some of us
peve boon around sinre 1317, othors sinee the GIO, othore ceme from the
Trotskylst groupings, but—=as Milton put it at the last plenun—he doecsnlt
consider that he loarned politirs only in the movement, not _if politi~s
means the ~lasg struggle for that mattor of fighting the ~apltaliste Just
~am0 with his boing what he was, vhoro ho vas. It wne the ~ondltions under

. whirh he lived rontrested to these ho aspired to} it was this rovolt againet
what 18 that brought him to others who thought like him, 5o it woen't a
question of loarning t6 bate the systen of oppression from the politi~os.

It wae a quostion of hammering out » poth himgelf and finding others like .
him on %the rosad. ) ' . :

Thnt is truo. But what ~omes naturally to the workers somes only
through hard study and thought to the intolle~rtunl and it is the ~ombination
of the workers and intecllertuals that has preserved the higtoris develop-
mont, a sort of koowinz of the working~laass.

Phia kind of grouping like nure hag porsisted thrnu.gh tlie 100 years
styuggle of tho fa~tory proletariate It always appears whethor the working~
has founded mase parties of its own or not, : ‘ '

' Whay 18 new about us is that wo horo today who roprosent this hia-
toris rontinuity roveale itsclf to be in its mnjority proletagian, We.
have often romplained oponly,thpt we had proletarians in-our group, but we
never hnd a proletarian tendenry, a foree that dominates tho astivity of
the "group, tho thoughts and ~onrepts--the montality--of the group. The .
$oat will be this: will tho oreanization he tho franswork in whi~h proletac
xdans foel at hop, ~nh fun~tdon and gocid - -

The organizntion has to be a plare where workors ~nn ~omo end feol
'at home, and tho prper a pla~« wherg they nof only ~an but went o yrite,

It all boils down to this: ran tho astivity and attitudes arhloved
in this period bo maintainod for dny te dny fun~tioning? Bach one muet
apeak out and wo will apo now and tost afters But here wg rust bogin, es-
teblish our routines, mako surs tho form of the organization will be what
workera want, whnt thoy aspiro to in aspiring to o now so~ioty.
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The youth rust spe~k ups 1 ~manot $ell then yhat o7 how—it is long
pin~e I have baen a youth anl tires are giffevent. They hnave to tell me.

B Cne *thi.ng 1 ~on seys ‘The unanimity of their votg agninst the opposl-~
ti¢i is no ar~ident. The yruth have nlynya been in the vanguari of the new
so~loty, and this has now not been lessone. tut reenfor~ed.

Everyone, 1 hope, will speak up, in~luding the—tinaluding,-in~luding
those not mombers. If thore is one thing that we have lgarned fron the
bureruarntization , degeneration and transformation into opposite of the
FRussian Bovolutinrn, and it io thiss 3 rhank
pop—party masses, 3t la doopeds ,

. I want %o Tepest that Deesuse that st be exis of our work, that
Jefines our Aay as distin~t from 1917, as %he ~ontinvation of what Lonin

sould only hint ap ip 1923: unless the party-—and -th 't in~lucdes surh a

small grouping 8s us berpuse it 13 the prinriple, not the aumber that ~ounts,=-
unless the party cherks its work by non—party masses, that 4s to say, the
outside,it is doomed. .

. Wo are a merious group ani we mesn businoss. - The point is to geb

. dbwyn to it. fhe histori~ netessity of a_group like ours not outto lecd”
put only to ~larify workors -olitiee is noi in bistgry alope, nor in the.

" fa~t that we will bring Merxisa theoretinally up to date, but in the dally
~lans struggle, bezining with the form of our own rommittees and The DEPOTe
Workers learn not.through boaks, but throuvgh their wey of life, and the.
people with whom they assoriate with nnturally. ¥What will our people look
1like to them? ’

! 1

One finel wo- ., The REB relt $hnot for the time beingg, sinrg this is
not a gonvantion, but®unly a ~ogferenrs, and sin~e ve do pot yeb know, ourselves
in this new situntion, how we will meaeufe up to our tegks, that we sontimut.
to_fun~tion as wo are, with no ~banges in REB, MEB, or lorsl editing romuittees
However, we will need to bring into the ~ontrye =t lomst aa orgenizational
servetarys -

i At the same time, slnr~e wo are unable to suppoxrd an editor full time
tup wgnt e worker as sditor, we now propose ic have two /workers en editors?
Felson snd Milton, ec that the work ~an be done after Ta~tory hours end -
each ~gn supplemsnt the other in the great responeibllity. M1 other work
will be done on a voluntary basis, ineluding thet of ‘the rhalrman, and eny
tonrhniral sasistan~e as well. . : .

That dovs not mean thot we ron do withgut a foundation fund, That is
of the essen~e, but I am not introdusing it here, tut leaving 1t for the
finyn~e sesslon to 0'Brien, eo that we ~on diasr~uss firat of all the politi~w
orzanization and perspe~tives and onro we hove luld the fourdation of those,
proreed to the finan~vs to ~arry out our politinsl tasite. I'm sure everyond
has thoughi¢ hard sin~e the bresk of what we meen, hus many thoughte of how

to tuild, Let'g bozin there.

TP T
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Daar L.,

Two deys ago for all pracwical purposes the struggle that started in
our group has ended. I con-t sne thot there is any more room for discussion
within the group for thoss thot hove defiuitédig wnde up their mind to go
with the R¥S wineridiv.

¥or soma in 40 group 4t hoa been o hard thing Yo understand.
Espociclly 4he navior cres, It will do no good to bewail the foolt that we
like others Lefors us who opparontly stood togathor have split into two
groups. ‘he fact is th:t thore were differences all the time. Thoy -
were woll hidden. It hos only beon in tho struggle that wo have boen abla
to soo thome. Thingé that wado ua doubtful befors, uncasy, are nuch
cigurar todey. .

Wo anid in tho beginning of ocur oxistonco that if wo would remain o
aaall group, umble to atiract the workeras to the group, wo ‘oo, would
go tho way of all tho othera. Wa notcd this fact, pointed to it. The
ovorwholning najority of the group was not of working olass hackgrouvide
Ih any soritous dispute, tho difforomcos would be of & class difforence.

' The astual politinal differawcee end purpobes waro not out in the
opan at the start.  %uy arc not all our now. Even thoy would ‘dony todny
vhot tomorrow will shovw. ' .

"I vant to show.you this in dotzil, bub later on.’ Flrst of all I
want to doal with the mothod used because this is how it firet apponrods’
Thoy first showod their hond in thiss And booouss 1t Je impossible to-
soparpto the mothod ueed from tho plus nnd purposes it ia only wurtural
that thoso who Piret took sides on tho basis of tho mothods used found
themaclvos on opposito sides teo whon tho purposss and aims Wore more
dofinive. ‘ : ' : ‘ :

: -~

Now Looy you and I had certain oxperiences togothor in tho oarly
dovolopmendt of the L4 group. We had o rich and fruitful oxporionce. We
build o group. Ye ostollished cortain principles. Wa dovolopod certain
‘peoples  4nd not in o cotoring foehion. Toink book on the oxporience. On
somo of theso oxpericnces wWo asbed on iunstinet clono. 4nd instinet ie
not soeothing that s not based on living oxparlences.. It is.
Sonetinee it is diffisult to put down ~m paper, but it 1a thore. A4And )
o8 o throod runolng through tho whela thing was a oortalan mothed, woybe not
alwoya cortain ond definite, bui e nothod and o working olass mathods I
hove oftan thought of tho foot that while I was thore, and I don't uoon
thie in nny poraonzl sonme oithor, thot we gnined and grow and naver lost
a single nauber. That was duo too to tho fpeot that cortain nothods woro
ueod.




Now on tholr metho? in this disputo, Tomo is o port of mothode
Running like o red thread through oll of J's lottors is thise tong. Omo of
insclgnco, orroganco, insulta ore on top of tho other, coupled with this
an attorpt ot bribery, vulgar in ive approach to tho cheirman of tho group.
Nothing is nmors like the Mossow {rlal than this attoupt to nuke tho chalruon
"confase.” And thon in inu o broepth the gall to zay that she could come
bock cnd have hor poaition wiia the uunanimous consont of all. And to top
this tho concopiion thel aftur wll “aio sho weuld hove tho ineronsed reapoct
of alle Sac would hava ihe rospast of no choe Sho would not bo o lendor but
o housobrowun puppet. Tnowe aro wunerous ceses of thie In recont Ruseian
history. :

Thore 38 cnothoxr aspect of ncthed and thot is shown in procoduros.
For on organisation to {unctlor mornally you have to havo routincs and
proccdurecss Gorioin lasders and rortain bodioe and cormittege have cortain
dutics ond rosponsfibilitiecs. 75080 oro ostobllshod through convontione,
plomume and local group mectingss ate. KNow if wo baoono disoaiisflcd
thore arc propor nothods to chouge this. Nover in this group was this |
" challongodRorocd tho prolotarfunization bulletin on orgenization. Thoso
aro fundorontol idoas and actunlly very olomantal cnes. To bybass thaso
procoduras is to show contenpt for the organization in gonoral and the
partioulsr committooe or parson invelved in portieular. Ii not only thove
contonpt, but it ehowe tha faciion or perscn doing this nct contrary to the
proccduros is sothing thomsolves ubove the decisions of the nembership.

Tn this dispute thurs hove boon sc mony violation of this on the

part of the minority thal you cammot soy it wos the irroaponsible act of
an individunl, It 36 part of o nothod again. Letters thot wore tho -
proporty of the editor waru givon to Pound to do with as ho savw fit. Tho
pono on tho paper by J soye so oxplicitly. letters thot were the proparty
of tha chairnan of the group or of tho REB woro first shown to. olther
‘Eaufoan or Pound: Thase ore not the frotornmal actions of a fastlon
motivctod by a deeira to buildse Thoy are tho actions of o group thot is
dotormined to cithor control or dosicoys 'Thot 1s nob tho woy to bulld for
o now socloty.

Thore hes boen much talk by J perticularly onm the developmont of
looders. I hovon't thought this threugh but I on highly suspioious of the
mothods uscd hore., I havo alwaye bosn dicturbed by the elomont of )
patornalim and catoring in the groups, Agefs back to LA and our carly
oxparioncs togothor. Wo duvoleped pooplo. Taet 10 o fnot.. Wo nover put
them up on a pedestal. 8 for ozample. IF anycno wog ovor negiaoted for
yoors she was, .J° spoio of it o} times, but mever did one single solltary
thing ' 60 romaody it excapt to tolk about it. 8 always hod on instinet for
orgunization. We recognized 1% ond put it to use and developod it. We
started it by putting her in chavie of 8. Do you know how I hod to protect
her from individuals in tho groupf Aud in hor position an chairman in
charge of the B project. Thoro wos conotaat eniping from Se in partioular
and N+ ot times. You are not aware of the faot that I had to fight to gat
hor sont %o tho third layor school in Nfe Thet I ocught o 1ittlo hell for
doing just that. That at an REB mooting in X & himsélf statod that I hed

-4l -
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done hor irreparable harm. 4And to youy L., too. Finch for yeors wos
nogleotod, Hartnell wae put on o podostad: Gho was nepgleocted. J tolew

o great doal of tho oredit for her dovelopaont. He desarves it. ' Bepesolally
tho part that hae %o do with her corruption. But tho LA local took it on
thomeolves to put hor on part time baslse to coordinote work on B batwaen

T and Frisec. It wos 1y writdng letters to bor and encouraging her to
writo that she did so. T bove tho lettore to prove it.

meicg the cosa of S--. Hb didn't do so woll in Frisco., Wao got
hin dows to Lk, Do you romonbor what job we guvo hin first. On the
finnmeu committce. Smo pooplo thought it was craZy. A poroon Bo
wook in that particuler field. But ho wos put ona comittoe with two of
tho strongost people wo had in that roaspsot, M-=- and youraelf. Be
functionud bottor than no hed over dono boforas ind ko didn't hurd the
cormitteo ot oll.  Tn oll of thoso oxanples thore woe novor any olenent
‘of poternolisg. And there wae developoont of individunle,

) low there is cnother woy to dovelop individuals. It s contrary to
working c¢lees prineiples bacouso 1t tends to corrupt pooples Hnrtnall
£g the most femous oxaople in our group. 4 brilliont young van.  J eald
it eo meny times I can't renmcmder. Thon in the poma breatn ho onlls hin
tho nosb corrupt intelleos+ual in the group. For o yoor or g0 he triad
to drive hin out of the group. 1> wos subjoct Lo one of the nost brutal
whippings I have over sson ab o plemm hors in Detroits The latest
chopter on this crnecerns o docunont Hhrtroll wrote on the slvil war. I -
road it. Thought %% at nost a modest pieco of writing, Milton couldn't
bvon Wodo through ite Ho told me. J calle it the grontost pleco of
writing einco Marx's 18th Brumaira. This is tho old buildup again, only
to toar him down at a later time. This mothod in tho caso of Hortnoll
38 to mako him eccmplotely eubverlent to hin. It is a vory corrupting
wothods o ' '

Take the onse of Cortwrighte. & brilliant high eghool student. The typo
thot nover ook a book home to study end yob mado tho highost grades. . &
porson in the movenont all hor 1if0: from tho ago of 12. Daughtor of
rodical poronts, Stalinists toos Brought up in tho highly politlcalized
atoosphore of NY. - - ’ ’

How ruch did she ovor participeto in tho building of the group in ThZ
Sho was niways boing rolievod from the group lifoe for omo reascn or cnothor.
Sho woa J'e soecraotary whon nu wos in Ld. Shoe was writing on the Womam
quostion. Othor woson wore too, but didn't got nll the relief she dide
Bho was pickod to be the price studont ot the school in FYi Whon she
woa on the B ccrmittes sho woe always trying to unseat Garrigan in fevor
of onc sho had pickod. When she woe on tho newspapor comittce, tho
ninoood cno, che tricd to moke 1t a rival te tho regular exooutive
sommittoes Kow_suddonly this ombltioun, articulate young lady boocmes &
roprasontotive of tho fnartloulate nnoeas, A third loyars
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At tho sohool sho beocano the chiof prosccutor of Bolew nlong with anothor
brilliiont young oollago student, Yvon, whe loavos us o month later. ™
you want to know what somo renl werking cinss woman thought of thot oplscde
at tho school. Stellwerth and Fraztor., It sickanod then, the mothod usod,
I'm talking about.

Thoro 1 still anothor cheptor to this story and ooybe noro. Fha 18
put on full timo in tho fiold az o sub-gotter. Aftor ‘taking tho groupe!?
oonoy for months she is askt) for a roport. She ncke for another nonth
to write the roport. I don% know what eho did o build the group during
this poricd. o have nsvar rucolved this report. E&he is now ovorsaas
ongaged L mora nischiel. Tione the locnl knew this? Do you soo the
antl-worklrg ~ines mothud irvolved in this type of devalopnont?

Fincil is another oxanple, Not as smbitiocus porhrpo. OF o tiore -
pleasant weluroe perhaps. fFor o_long tioe noglocieds 'Thom built up, is
boing used now- 1% stu kidkd up hor hools at a future dato sho will bo torm
down too. Theidontally, this ruprosontative of the inoartionlato npeece is
o colloge student with threo yours to her credit im Hantor colloge. I'm hot
ogainst educations I' reepest i%, want it.. But I'don't want some one to
folst off onmno a fake dinmond,

I'va writton about nethod fron tho point of view of tomo, procoeduras,
the dovolopmont of individualaz., Eiyle is anothor part of mothod.

Linin sald that whish Q:silnguiehed the proletoriot was the sirplicity
of style, tha clarity, tho dirosiness. This is matural to the worker. Ih
the struggle for o nuw soiigty that is wha% i neoded., It is not bgeause ho
iz dumb and etupid ho wrltes ond talks with alsrcutnoss,  Tho problena
that he is facod with sar ‘o conquored no other wag. : '

' The olonent of stylo hos not baon obvisus in tho factinm gtrugglo, but
.1t 18 thoro in tho writiaze of the ninority; partioularly J ond Kouftum. Tt
- 'da vory obvious in tho wrising of Hartnoll on the Oivil War. And 1t 48

-i obvicus that tho ninority wants this type of article to have a prominent

- plcoo in tho paper.’ Ono of the chiof charactaristics of this style is the

brilliont goneralizutions sprirkled throughout theoir writinzs. Goneralizations .

without basle or fast. O withoot tho ronder loarning anything from it.
ihis style fasoinntos tho roodor or listenor. It overowos hin, -3t doos
not tonche Inetond it dulls hig reoponsss. :

Ono tinme T told & in rogerd to hie locturcss. I notloe that the poople
that sono up to yoi ofter your Sclica ere not the roank ond file.  But the
oducatods ftho lendors of tho church or groups to which he was talking. Tou
are talking over thoir hoads . T did not say you foscimte thoso petii-
bourgeois. You ovorawe ths workerse. Bub thoet is what I thought. B at
the time pold tribute to my eharp criticism. #aid that this nntive revolution=
ary Inetinotively noticed this. Bui tho atyie ho used d1d not chenge nuch.

T havo idens on stylo which I111 writo down, but not heras I'o enid enough
on this &nd this lottor ia already ruch longer than I hod cxposted.
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I wroto a letter to Gorrigon cnd I-=. Moybo thoy'll s how it to you,
whora I tako wup the cin of the paper as J seos it. Tho nsthod is connosted
vory intimotely with the purpose. § quotes, znd it ise significant that
18 o Btalintat ho quotos, that tho =im of tho popor schould bo to noke the
roadar awore of his place co a ~akor of history. Counterposs to thet the
purposs of tho porcr as ¢ wWoopon in the class atruggle and you have a
differcnce in olass cutloock. Now it is pessibla to have the first aln
ono of tho purposes of tho papor, but at all tines socondory to the prinary
air1 of tho napor being o woapon in the class strugzlo. T'h not against
workers boing nwara of thoir placo as o -aaker of history. It is nscessory
in thoir dovoloprient as u political persom But to nuko that tho ol ae
the minority preroses to de 1s to make tha pepar an instrunont of soccial
rcstarche

& worker 13 not prizzrily  intorested in etudying hie 1ife, he 18
tnoercoted in chonging it. COvar tho post 18 months wo have heard of the
varicus purvoses like tho rapor ie to give the workors o chance to oxproas
hirisolf. #o wore trying to find cut what workere thought was naéior purpose.
¥ow all thoso purposes Pit togather ard tho jig saw puzzle fits togothar.
Tharc wars oppesing purpcses oll nlong, but thoy wore hiddon. Buib thoy
aro now out in the opon. And thoy oro class difforonces. Tho workers horo
in Dotroit heve for nonths becn hendling in nme dircoticn en the purpose of
the papors J+s Xaufhan and tho rincrity have boon hoading in onothor
direotion, Ovor two =onths ago I wrote to Bugland for on articlo ona
doclkors strikc which daveloped orgnni.aticnal forms which wore vory succosaful

in fizhilng both -the govarmoni and lobor burcoueracics. T enid I thought
" derican workors could lanrn and udc thono wothods.  You know the cridiele
1 pot. Onc en ihe frustrations of o aachinisty and what 1t -wans to kin

a8 his plnoc ao inker of history. You sec what is prinery to the -unority?

Yours,
Hhrpor




