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(-/“(We publieh here the second part of the 41 scussion artiocle by Comrade
Jounaon. - It" should be read follosing th: first-seciion which.1g alw
rendy printed. in the April lesue cf the.New Intesiitional - Ed.)

I

{1,  THE PARTICULAR FORMS

: The .Fuxopéan barbarism is embodled 1in ‘the struggle of the two
groups of imperialist powers. - If .the sulcldal gelf-degtruction is
evidence of. the: depth and scuteness ol ile general contradietions of
capitdlism, then an examination .of-the more specific forms oi the .

. sbruggle should. show today how much nearer” the slogan of..ihe Social=-
“igt United States of-Eurcpe.is to our practical activity than 1t was
. "in 29F7 or 1939. R

T
o

1, 'Phe Imperislists Divided Against Each Other. Eagtern Europa, .
) . S | . - R T L e
By the end of Wovld 'War I, Poland;, Finland, the Baltlc Stdtes,
. ‘the“0zeéchs and other groups of the Aungtro-Hungdrian Empire had gdined
| & not negligible degree of national-independénce. As was inevitable . -
. sunder odpitalism, heéwever, the Treaty of Versailleo: "liberated™ gome ...
.. omly*to ‘send other 'millions intq national ‘subjectlon.. Thi¥ subjection:
sometimes tock subtlo forms. Before Mitler 90% of Austria clamored . .
,:for the Anschluss with Germany,. a form of‘seli=determinetich foishidden-
by Britain, France and Itely. Internationalism, an:luherent mecessity
“.for the twentieth century Europe, belng deénled sxpression by the cone -
tinuing oless structure, took & fsarful reveénge by parverting nation-
alism into .2 scourge of scorplons. ~It:Pecame, one. of -Hitlen's most po-

tent. wedpond.. . , Tt e _ e
. - Pow-day, cepitallsm-oén no.longer afford to be ashemed of harbariam.
. In _,t.l;ze,,ﬁ.xtsﬁ of two notorious, editorials the London Iimes hag'gtated '
that’ the gecurity of Europe. '"will:.not -be settled by any organization
based o' the oondeptlon of natlonal independence. wilohi:-entaild the par-
tition of Burope among twenty - separate and-jarring milltary and ego=
nomlo soverelgntles?, This'1s the langusge of Hitler - translated into
Engiish. Stalin demands latvia, Lithuania, Estlionia, East Prussia and
Bessarabla, with.an eye on Finlend.and:Coratantinople. .‘Britain geeking
. .+ support, admits Russia®s’ claimg %o her strategloe trontliers, an elsstio
-7.term, which ends Just as near or just as far as you oan stretoh it.

But Roosevelt cannot allow himaself to be out-maneuvered ih Europe.
With & shamelesness- that testifies-to thé sharpneds of the lmperialist
contradictions, he pate-Otto Hapeburg on the head and asslduougly kles--
o8 the great toe of the Pope., Whether Russia gets her strateglo fronte
iers o not, it is obvious that thoirs ars powerful olcmentes in the
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United States and most certainly in Europe who will seek to oreats corw
dons, eanitary and linsanitory, ageinst an all~powerful Russia, Germany,
yea, Germany, may be foroed into an Anschluss with an unwilling Austria,
or possibly a willing Austria may be Torced out of an Anaschluss with
Germany and impelled inte gome kind of Gatholic federatlon. Al) this
1a to be decided by the relative positions and strengths of armies at
the end of the war., What the armles get they willl hold or barier,; as
a Just reward for thig way and as preparation for the next, Whoever
wins, the small nations of Eastern Europe ill have lost &ny natlonal
independence tney ever had, Such is theilr Europe. To think that in
this continent, today, the slogan of the Socialist United States of
Europe has less urgeney than it had becaise Rurope JAs now divided into
one nationel state and several subordinate ones, that is & proposition
drawvn entlrely from superficial forms and devold of any contgnt whateo-
ever. To propagate that idec iz to encourage the most cruel delusions .
of the United Nations! moré hypoeritical and more igncorant supporters.
Even these zre deopping them, The New Republie comes out straight for
Stalin to have his strategic frontlers and cven Life, imperiallgt orw-
gan, admits Russia'e probable "claims on nearby territory, sush as the -
Haltlc nations; to the annexation of strategic areas-and.the setting up
of satelllte states -~ all in the name of security.” And however this
might viclate our idese of & Jjust and stable peémnce, there is little we
eould do to prevent it." Sclf-determination, national indopendones,
in Zastera EBurope today without soclalism is a mirage, The last pséce
called colonles mandatea. This one will call the Eurdpean- mandates g
colonies, | Some will have the'freedom of Egypt.and the independenoe of
Syria. That is' the -most thoy can hope for..'

Have we. forgotﬁen 80 easily Latvia, EsthOnia Lithuania and Eaat— e
ern.Poland? - Thege names heve a,place in’ our history.‘ In 1939 'we be-":
latedly made At e principled question that the.:workers in' thone:counu‘ﬁ.-
trigs should fight against both imperialists,. Rusglan and German, The
German invasion was then hypothetical., Then, presumably, the slogan ' -
of the Socidlist United States of _Burope ‘held 1tg accustomed position
in our strategic line. But since then the Husaians ‘have been swept .- -
out, 'and the Germans are in, What do we now proposet To push into the'

‘background or- to moderate the slogan of the Soeialist United States of -
Europe, ' That 1is completely false. Exactly the opposite must be done. *

~in l9u9 ‘it wes necess&ry to- foresee, ‘' To-day we have only to look.and
sec, The moment. the' Germans -go out the Russians are-due back in,.

Evéry worker in -Epstern Eurcpe knows thdt: If you look at the episodic
fast of Europe belng tuvday one state end. subjeot’ nations;: you will gses.

_the slogan further away. - If you grasp 'the basioc fact of. dezenerating -
capltaldsm, grasp it in 1tg concreteness,. ther the slogan-.can be seen
Here in 1ts true relation, nearer not further away.* . . '

I1I. The _ggrialiats United Against The Proletarlat: Germany.

It 48 German imperialigm whioh oppresses Europe, and therefore any
congideration .of the national quoction on ‘such a seale, and particulare
ly in the historicul circumapances, muet give speoi&l attontion to the

¥The same 1s true, though more remotaly on the at1antio coast. ,Buf"“

we are confuaslng ouraelves within rigid limita.
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situation and prospects of the German proletariat, A democratic Gerw
many meant a democratic Europe., A Tascist Germany meant & Fasolst
Europe. . A Soviet Germdny means & Scvist -Zuropes: But 1f. that were
not enough; and it is, there ig 2 sﬁecwal and overwhelming reason for
centering our analysis upon 'the situstion. in Germany. ~“There are today
scven and a half million of Frermcii - l.. Poles, Czechs, Lithuanians,
%lv>laﬁq, Esthonians, '€tCe, wWork: ,?-51 .. whose sole aim in Life 15 _to
374”1“f)w the Hitler regxmap L v wentian brlel y} is'only in
e ace, en. accidentl (I 18 mb :1?.; reflection: ~: i2e:concentras=
ﬁ“cp,ul tapltal and. the. hnrling 5 3‘01 workers from’ ‘éne branch
¥.%5 1ts lnevitable: accompaniment.
é¢30 ‘be liberated:  Who is to
1 berate them? .Is the:job to be 7317757 Roosevelt Chur¢hill and” =~
Eisenhowar?  Or.is it thectask o *‘t'tvxman proletariat with ‘whom -
*hey siffer 31de Py side?®. Thus . JI sved we had for some 1ncompre-;,
hensible réason neglected the ‘Toie OF. ,h ‘German ‘proletariat in the .
liberation of “the oppressed. natiuluJaa L, ‘the Eurdpean barbarism come
palis us to fAce the question of the n‘tionﬂlTy opprenaed peoples ang.
ta1e Germarn pfoletariat“against the copmon enemy = Hitlerlsms It is -
precisely this.which 80 ‘sharply- ‘dirrersntiates the national question
in our epoch from tnukremote possibilluies indicatea by Lenln and
Trot5£y.{“__ e SRE ~,J»%_ T

:.I,,....‘, R i - . -'.:'.:'

III. The Proletarian Revolution in Germany.~;;; ;?' 7i'4 j;“i_“*?"F‘w

First howevec, Germany H'];f-;iﬂ':;1..‘;r_};_;13-%f

_ Totalitar;anism represents the. contradlctions of modern" society ,5 L
carried to a logical extreme, &Engels in.hls time castigated the sim—.ﬁ.
pliclst conceptiqen oflone reactionary’ nass - against the: revolutionary o
working class, Today in-the German bwrba igm-wesha'e that-reallity,”
insofar as .50 pure a -dlstillation’ ean’ ever fenresent ‘the- complexity}i; :,_,
of a modern soclety.: The fascilsts have,destroyed every: veédtige orE L
semblance of authority except their own. . If and. when, . fo¥-whatever .. .
reason, the Hitlerian power collapses, then ‘there is no social force'”'}
left iIn Germany to hold ithe nation togeuher excert the working classg -
in w rkers' and soldlcrst’ councilg. -iEven in"igl An” Germany this- was .
true., But-ihe nroletariat wasg keot in- bourgeois chalns, for-the So= o
cietll_;Democratlc Barty still funetionsd.- In 194-5 ~for 1natance, 1t will
no [+ SO. B LA . a R 1l , -

Hers.1s- hox one recent writer* envisages Germany in the moment i?j"
of the defeat whlcn NOW . looms ovef i - L T

"Besides tne fragmentation of the German economie apparatus
and ‘its bhombed and worn out factoried, its shattered tranSpOfua-
tion system, its exhausted farming land, its’ valugless money = _
we must expect a bewilldering fragzentation’ of Tts social -and po=
litical loyalties. The Germen-cody pOllth wlll . fall.litcraliy
to pieces. T U U o 7 ' i

e mention only to ch&fucterlse the ridiculous.doctrine that Hitler,
by some mabical meansg, 1s able to kgep insupcrable barriers between
the German workcrs and these forelgn norkers. Presuma2bly two cups of
ersatz coffee instead of one ﬁlStLQ@ulsn the German Stakhanovites

*Hiram M thefwell in The Natlon. P Lo
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1ALlthough the old states of the Relch will try to resumo
their loecal rule, they will not, in fact, be able to admlnle-
ter tholr own territory. Bach city in a mad scramble for . ..
avallable food and industrinl material will becomc & low unto
ttself. MNor will the citics bc nble o muinbaiin orderly gov—
ornment. They too will be ridden with clvil war and private
murder as tho people scttle scores with the Naxl oppressors.
The units of local authority will more probably be such entls
tics as church-parishes, politicnl party oclls, hastily formed
shop unions, district farmers' lebgues, voluntary vigllante
bands, improvised factlonal militias. And throughout the
country will reign wandering clements of the former Germoan Ar-
my which our forces will not yet have baeen able to disorm,
looting and roquisitioning, fighting onc another In the name
of gome politicecl gospel or slogan--the very subatence of -
national anarchy." L

True to the bourgools trend, Motherwell writes hationnl® where he
should have written "gapitalisth anarchy. But there is no doubt that
many trained bhourgeols writors today cre soeing things very clearly,
and congoquontly expressing thempelves very woll., This indeced will be
the Gormany of 1945 - exocopt for one possibility which our bourgeols
commontator decs not take into congldoration, The brenk: in the. morale
of nrmies, or the onduranocc of oivil populations, 1s quite unpredicte
gble. If o Gorman Army is rosoundlngly defentod forx.cnough fron home.
go that tho military powor of tho conqueror doos not overawe, or in |
other loss drmmatlo ways, the military fnilurc of fosclam impends thon
_fn the.onsuing orisls tho German prolotariat moy put ' ite hand upon the
power in mueh the same way that the Cotnlonian working closs was de-

- facto mester of Catalonln.in 72 hourg. ¥ Leot-ub not -forget; os Morx. . -
has so corgfully pointed out, that tho working 'alass 18 disciplined, .
united.and. orgonized by the very mechanlenm of capltnlist preéduction -
1tgelf. Five thousand workers ln o foctory arg in onc most fundanent-
al aensc orgonizeds They enn tronsform themselves into o soviet in an
hour,. given the compltto tho shomeful brnkruptor and disgrace: of tho
ruling clres and Che abscnoe 01 any © § Ofgents masquerading ng B
vierRorsl Loadcra. TRC LADOr Front mey vory woll tind ThE powor .thrust
Tifo 155 Fondse (Whot it will do with 1t is mnother guestion. BHo= . -

~ viets.ds not nocosearily moan Scvled power.) :But such 1le the future
ci n defeatoed Gormany s chaos, with 'or i thout American occupntlon; ™.
Soviots; or n sething mixturc of both. Tho Gorman capltalist must
hoevs this fearsome vision before kim half the dny ond through tho
wntenoe of the night. For oloscly nesoclated with Fasclem ag.he 1s,
for hwim life, liberty, and the pursuit of profits are at stake, Is
Rocasvolt aware of thig? If even he were so stupld as not to be, which
ke neot eertainly is not, Goebbels rominds him of 1t ofton cnough.

" For n similar situation in Froance Rooscvelt hns alrendy commlasioned
his strong=arm man, Giroud, But there arc no infiventlal orrcllable
Germnng outside Gormany. He secks them in the only ‘place he oan find

thon —= inside Germany itsolf.

n . ‘. u
L] 0 M ' !

#1% was among othor rcieons to,provent this that Weygnnd onpitulatod
BO carly.- . o :
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B “Unconuitional Surrdnder"

I

. Unless this war is differbnt fron 2ll other wars thng havu been
- fought Lor the last, 400 years, Roogevaelt and Churohill: received poace
' *CUscrs Tfrom Germony, nnd not only from onc: source, ;at’ Casablanca,
Bui whoroas ab 'thu oriticAl turn in tho list war Wilsoh 'éamc out with
14 polnts, thot is to eny, 14 conditfons, Roosovilt ;oudly ‘depands un—
“conditionnl ‘survcnder, thot is to sny,, no "conditionz a4 all, Tpkcn
Literally, this 14 nonsenso, " Genernles on bhattleficlds’ domnnd Gncon-
ditionnl surrender, not statesmen. The conditions worc not mentioned,
beenuse they wore unmentlonnble, By.this ‘8logrn ROOSuVGlt rcpudintod
* any pence with Hitler and Company, for the simple rensont that nelther
the prolotarint of the Unitod Nntions (nor the proletariat of _Germany)
‘would stand for any peacc with a defented ‘Hitler. But at the sane
time the slogen was o dlrect invitntlon to any antl-Hitler group of
capitalists or militory comarilla in Germany. If they would nnke a
complete pilitary surrender s soon s posgsiple,” in return thoy would
got nll assistance nccessary in koeping the Ggruon workers in thelr.
proper cnpitalist plecc, and in ony cnsc woulid not risk war to the
_dangerous stege of ociplete oxhoustion, ‘If theag Gernan lenders who
wish to. draw out, in -tine wontoed guarnntuus, they .conld Judsc Tor then-
selvés by svoclng thy welcome that wns given to Darlan nnd Glraud while
 that flsdgelling donoernt Do Gaullc shivercu outside: in the ocld, The
" some meesage woas probably Windieoted! to those who were faecling out the
. possibilitics. The monolrs of the lost war arce always.useful re rosh-
org for what is happening sub- ross -in-she - prescnt. Militnry tactics ’
change, Inperinlist tricks do not.. . .. o . 9y
o Not only doos thia flow rron the whole situqtion and from ﬁuch
that hes boen written by the morg thoughtful bourgeols, such.ns Hoover
* and Lippnan. For months bbfore, Churchil) was trilling an Italion
. roulade "One man alone’ in Italy 18 rusponsible“ in iteclf. n stupidlty
‘not ¢ven’ worth contcﬁpt "but indlgpénenble as o sinflnr reossurnnoe to
Itallansg. looking for a way out, It ig hovovor Anpecessible to talk cbout.
ongc nan alono in Gcrmuny., Thorc iﬂ nothing but Hitler and the Naz¢

"_porty.

- Tha fascist feaotibn wiLs 1nnudint0. Both ﬂitleh and liussolini
struck ncrcilaﬂsly ‘ot the. potential opposition. Gochbols Ptushed to
his typéwriter and warned Englnna "Do nov listen to Hocaevelt, If you .
do, you. will ruin furopo. It will neonh bolshevisn.. And think whot .
that will dean for' you, " throupcn Ghuruhill couritercd o few days la-
ter: . Fasclst, power nuat be dostruysd,. Justice must be stern and inplo-
nblu but, howevcr 'wiuhin har apgroariato bounds“ From his Italicn

pronounciamcﬁto We kﬁoW‘whqt are the. oppropriate bounds for Italy. One
‘noan 2lonc,  The Gormon cnpit lists ‘nd*Gerthn gencrals, quaking ot the
future, can rend’ and’ undorstﬂnd. Thoy: know too that Stalln on thils
nettar 15 with Roosovelt, dnd Churchill.. As. the Tondon Times put it in
one of itg hlstorie ‘aditorinl "Tho nronosition that 1t 1s ilmpossible
to’ extorminate the Gerhan poople, or dgstroy thi Gorman statg ( our em-
phagis) has behind it the.anthority of St=iin ninself.¥ Tho Times une
dorstated Stalin!s vicwa 8talin hinsulf hod alrendy told Harry Ho, Hopkinea
.thot ho is. not opposed to thoe Gurnnn poople or to the German Genorold

- staff. The., »plon will "bo chnngcd or nodifiocd, ns clunys in a war, ocw

cording Lo tho zortunoa ol the nilinary struggla, But whatever thclr
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plans for thomsclves and agalnst oach other, tho inperialiests of the
United Nations ore united on onc thing: to koep . the Gorman proletnrint
in chnins if it tokes the Gornan Junkors to do 1ty -

Roosgovelt hns to send in arnics and soncnow or vlhur to {iil iho
vacuun cereated by the Nazi defont. But oo Churchill gay&, this isg o
vgtupendous" te.elz, full. of "peril" and "nystery®, - The pcril and the
nystery is the prolctnrlht, There 1s the 1npcrialist wetknoss and
thore is our strength. We have ng armles but the proletariat ond the
Gerpan proletnriut 1s our moin arny in Europe. It holds the Interior
lines, so 1o spanlts But 1t 1 in grent danger and one of 1its grcntost
dangers 1s just this notional doninntion of the kKuropuvan pcéoplos by
Germany. It ia the nost powcrful politlenl weapon that Rooscvclt nnd
Churchill con use agninst the German workers and though they rear it,
they will, if nced be, use it with all the ferocity nnd unserupulnus-
neas of o Streoichor or o Vighingky. The reveliutionnry movenent. whobe
ever 1ts slze, rust on this issuc take the offeneive. Bub 1t econ do
this only nround the slognn, the Sceialist United giates of Europe.
Let there bo no mistcke about ilics, Siclingrad and thc American in-
vnsion of Africa nmarkod o now stags of the war .- the imponding defeat
of Zeruany. Thles poses for us the fote of the German proletariat. If
the Buropern proletariat allows itself %o be drawn into sny nttenpt by

the United Natlons to destroy Germhny, the cold borbarisn of tho peaco

wlill bt no lees dvstructive of Europca1 civilizatioh thﬂn the flaping.
barbreisn of the wara

V. ”ho Nationn] Qu ation 1n Gcrnqnv .

It s hnfc that the seven and o half ni;lion ;oroisn wn“kers in

Gerneny hecone .of suprené inpertance in the NhOlU European tangle,. and |
ve con-loagine with whot cogerncss linrx and Engels, Lenin and Troteky,. .

who never falled to foster .and to rolse high ‘before,the workers any. . -
manifestation or possibility of. intofnutional unityy would have swoopeé
upon this uxtrnordlnnry.nhenononon and cxp ined both its historical
.end inmediate tnctical 1nportnnce. o :
Let us place ourselvca in tho position or thosc wormcrs 1n Germany
todiy who arc being impclled by: the.wholc sitlation to work' dut bho
probien of & rewvolutlion by the Gdrman working olnss against. Hitler.
They will know hy now that certaip.olepents of the Germen ruling.olass .
arc sceking a woy out by overthrowing Hitler ‘and. rioking & loast deaper-
ate effort to keep the German .working closs where 1t 1s. Foremogt in
thoir pinds i3 the.pent-up vengoance which.a torturcd-and plundere¢d

Europe nurses in its boson, for, Geﬂnrny, At hono .and. abroad those Geré'

nna werkars can. see:nothing. but hatred and inmplancable oneniesy: They

know vy eart. Roosevelﬁfs plan for policing Geornany. . - Soonar or luaber

thor w11l turn to the only alliea they’ éoh speak to, the. millions of .
Franeh, Dutch, Poles, Belgians, Gzechs, Austriana, Slovaks, Norwegians
nowy ocnsn*tuting almost one-~half of the.German: laobor forge. .Buch -

ara the centradictions of cnpitnlisn thnt 1t ig conpelleduto 1ink . these.

diverse -clementss There in Gernany .todny, is o gigantio. international .

oo ‘}‘-i“ ftiom of. urﬂ'r\'lrn'nn mth'h no ﬂ‘lnﬂnpn hn'g. havey ceon "hn'Prww-\ 'lern'ln..._.

tionanry theoriats oy 1gnore these workeng; German workers will nois
Any revolution in Gormany., tho .tanmest.of prevolutions, will have to. sny
to ther: YHitler oppresscd you, Before him we did. not, and we wish

you to enjoy your own. freedor, Help us to win purs.® But 11 that, fT“ﬂL

i v
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. 7
Gormen revolutlon 1s o rovolution of the proletariat, in o ruined cond
d:netnted Gornany where no soeihl Force cxists execpt the worklng
el2r, hen thiese foreign workers will be swept into factory commit-
tost i unkc thcic pl¥ee in o tiuly prolotarinn assault on Hitler and
tha fmaclisd statc. ‘vﬂiuva?er tho dlu.l.l.«uuu Guuuuun, thore wAll o foir-
got here n unlty of the Europeon workers such &s was never scen bofore,
such o unity as can set the whole of Burope aflane, and, under any ocir-
cungtance, wlll bc n never-to-po-forgoticn 1nf1uenco on the Iture
‘of Buropenn proletrrint. The revolutionnry soclnolists wlll toke. care
to cmphnelze the right of the oppressecd nntionnlitles to nationnl ine
dependence.  But the very ceircunstancces of Gornony and the position of
the prolctarint in n ruined Gernany, with seven and a half nmillion
forelgn worker:~ rcvolting ngninst Gornnn cnpltrlisn concuentrnted in
the frsclat stonte, outonntienlly plnees on the order of the dny the
slogon of the Soclnlist United States of Eurosc. Hobt to sce thias As
to imdss the truc depth of the Buropean, perticularly the Geruan, chtod.
Such 28 this ie what Gocebbels means.by holsghevism, That 1s what Hit-
ler hasg baoen blreknniling ‘Europe with for ton years, But eovery biuff
¢an boonerang. The Furopoan bo wrbarisr is not .onc-sided, Every stage
of dcgernatlon creates its nenioais. The fusion of the national and
soctalist revol tion inside Gernany is such, As su.n a8 you begin. to
probe into the Europcnn chaos -anyvhere, the ,glogan of tho Soeinlist
United Btotes of Eurone autonnticnlly begins to tnke shapo unﬁer your

fingcns. . o L . R

VI, The Gernon. qucation in occunied Eurone

But if this 1s th “rovolutionary pcrnpectivc 1nside Gernnny, if
‘the ‘compolling rovenetit of Europdan copiialism has coneentroted the
wholc problcn of natiohaliliberction within the boérders of the Reich |
Atgelf,. then the revolutionary rovanent abro"d gt recognlza the -
Buropean situntion as o whole nnd 1ndcfat1gobly berins, tho slogon of
the Socinlist Uniteéd Stntes of Eurepe before the workdrs-in the ocou~
pled countrics ~nd the occupying. German soldicrs. . In tho.historicnl
circunstances of Europe today, Harch.1943, the nationtdl ‘queatlon nust
bo posod as tho combined 1ibcratlion of thn oceupled countrie and tho
- eneloved prolotariat of Gornany fron thoelr connon oppPressor; eroan
fascisn. It ecannot bc poacd in _any otzur WY e =

. T™hisg ls porhops - “the grﬂnt»s+ bqtule thet the Eufopcan prolutariat-
.will hoave ‘to wogo, the battle for Gernnny. It is Just beginning. It
-wlll continue through war and pcoce until the proletarian rovolution.
Lot us begli 1t well,  The revolutionary novenont with rosclutblesn nnd

with pnesion rust. scornfully ropudinto the idon.thot Gormany L8 o probe °

lon ond rust nake the cause ol 'the Gernien poople indisuptably our own,
That 1s the tost of the rcvolutlonnry in the oppressed country. In
the Burope of todny and still norc of tonorrow, if ho should waver on
this point, he 1s lost, » With colossnl inpertincnce thesc bourgeols
stntesnen, who enoouraged and supported Hitler in overy move he nndo,
now with thclr wholc train of jJournalisis, vconomists, othnologists
historians, pnrsons and other takers debate vhat they ecre going to éo
with 60 mililon Gernans.. mhc'donden Mres which yestordny. with unctue
ons ploty dcnounged Stalin's liquidatTIon 5% n fow nillions now wili-
ing but 1npounnt, acoopta with rosignation thec oplnion of %ho Rugsian
export that thu Gornion pcoplo cnnnot be thcrnin rbod, Bchold the true
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face of modern Furope., Attila the Hun and Gonghie Khan would bs but
Jackale to. these butchers of dodaying copltalisd, .

The revoiutivntry nmovemcht must fumisotc itcelf and. the working
class againgt this minsma. For us there 1s no German problem. There
is o problem of capitalism in Germany. That is-0ll, qu‘ofbthe revo=
lutionary movement will proclaln our falth'in Gormany, our recognitlon
of the role of Germany in any rcorganization of Europe, ¢f the fatal
mistake 1t would be for the workers to Jjoin in any hounding of Germany,
of the nceesslty to win the German workers ond tho great German poople
away from Hitlerism to the side of the European .proletarict. But mere
nseertisn would be copitulations It rust toke the form of & ccaseless
pounding day and night, of the slognn, the Socie 1ist United States of
Europe. Inside Germany, outslde Gernany, in every country, occupled
or uncccupied, weo noke. this aa ‘ndiepensablé pari of our platform, -
with special crphasis. on the German liberntion from Hitler,

Does this mean thai in Piland; France, ‘or Eehohlaf.we try 0. orw
genize o pass demonsgtration for the Socialist Uniied States of Europe,
ag woe would try to eorganize a strike against noss.doportationas? Euch
a stupidity need not be theorctically refuted. 'IFf attenmpded by some
lunatie its ignominious failure would be refutatlon cnough. Yet the -
ologan . 1s closer to reality today than before. There is a task there.
of coﬁbinatién;; ‘ R LI ST

III. THE OONGRETE APPLYGATION - . . o

_ How to apply this slogan in the occupled counitries? .We shall be
 ae specific as possible so that there oon bo no possibility of misun—
dsrstonding, N P . R o
Lot us imngine half-d-dozen yevolublonary .socialists in Lyons to- -
day. They know .their duty, which.18 %o fight.with the proletariat in -~
defence of nll ite rignts.. The proletariet is being robbed, persecus
ted and kidnapped for "compuldory.lobor scrvige! :ebroad by the .Germin
. imperialiat powers Side by 'side with the de Gaullists and_othara the .
revolutionaries fight with the workers ageinst the- common énomy.  They
raitse the banner of natlonal, freedons, But. they arc not de Gauilista.
They have thoir own mothod of freeing France frop the -enamlcs of the
French workers and they therofore address the following leaflot to the
German soldlers: L B : : .

FROM THE- FRENCH WORKERS.TO -~ |
THE GERMAN WORKERS .~

Want do you gat by. staying thore? 'Why don't you go home?
I1f your offlcers prevent yow, why don't you deal with -
thon?. "You, Goruman workors, who are hore helping Hitler
and Laval'.to oppréss -the: French workers, wo arc going to
mako your: life herc one ‘long deathtrap - '

" We, the comntn vesple of -Franoe, wish you no harm., We
wont to be frionds with you and all the German pooplos -
We .don't want to sce French or British or American sole-
disrs parading through Berlin, But wo don't want nny
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German soldiers merching through our citics and por—
seccuting Fronch workers, :

All Euwrope hntes you nnd is aching to destroy you. You
are only storing up trouble for yourselves by continuing
with this devills work that you do. Your only hope is to
get together with your brothers and sisters ln Gernany,
and overthrow Hitler nnd hig fascists. Then you, the sol-
dlcrs and the other workers, selze the power in Germony
and pundeh the Hitler crininalc, Why don't you and the
other workers of Germany try youwr hand ot rullng thc coun-
try? Every other class has tried. Thet is the true so- !
oinlignt workera! power, not Hitler!'s Geruony and Hitlerlpg
crincs. ‘

Our brothé¢rs nre in Gernony, scven nnd o helf millions
fron nll occupled Euronu., Crnlt you sce you con rnke then
. your fricnda and mnke nll of us your fricnds, Poles,
Czcchs, French, Esthoninns, Belglone, Tuteh, simply by
putting arns in their hands and telling then to fight

with you agninst . Hitler The noment you and they over-
throw Hitler, nll tho blocd nnd bitterness between us will
be ovor., We .swear %o you-:that then we shnll be your. . o
fricndg and your defenders. Rooscvelt and Churchill would
not darec Lo nolost you then, for all Burope will be youf
allies’ and not your bittor'enemles aa todﬂ;..' i

" We have to 11ve nnd work and ralse our’ fanilica and build

& now Europe and nake, néw contficts with ‘the world, in

rlace of the old struggles for pover ‘which hove led nll

of us into the ness in which we arc. All of us, as wofk— '

ers together, oan form n real unity and pcece in Europc,

* We shall be invinciblc. But ns long os you do Hitlerts
bigding, it will bo dcstruction and bloodshud your blood_

end- ourg s ‘

Porhops, Gernan soldier, you are wondering if there iz o
way out of this misery Burope is in. Porhaps ynu are thlink-
Ing that if you don't koep on doing this. to ug, Americon
and British soldlers will do.it to you and your: DOQpleo ‘
Tho way we show you ia the only way out for you. "It looks
oy if you are going to be beoten, Think fast. Perhoaps
veoday it is still vory dlfficult. But we warn you. Think
fast. . Talk it over with your _riends., Porhaps AT not
today toncrrow it wouldn't be so hard to do. Maybo when
the time cones o lot of you can even Join us. Wo would: -
welcone you and protcet you as our own. ’ o

We would welcome you in Franco as.fri,nds. If you like
Fronce, you ean stny here afterwnids. You can get work
if you are.o worker, nnd 2 Fronch 'girl to be your wife. .
But a5 long ns you stay here, doing Hitler's work, wo shnll
fight egainst you and do owr best to-kill overyong. of you.

Long live Froe Francel
-Longy 1ive Froe Geennnyl
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Lons live tho power of -the workors!
For the Socinlist Unitcd Statce of Europe!

.. :BeSs :There. werce moany nillione of good..soclalists in

.. Germeny only o fow.yoors apc. - linny. of you are sbtill
there, Why don’t you give ue.o sign? . We .will undore
stand and it will: holp us to r-tuild the nmovement hero
agein.  And whon you go-bck.to - Gerﬁﬂny, or whcrover
you go, tell, your frivnds what we B0y,

There nay be. controversy 1n thg rnvolution&ry movenient about this
leaflot.. Oytsido therc will be, somc. Hitlele, Rooscvelt, Stalin,
Churchill, Eiscnhowcc 4e Gaullc nnd Girnud, wlll nll cast o unaninous

vota! quinst..

VII. The Gerhnﬁ Workers in Fnﬂﬂ@b Todoy.

Whnt 19 bnsicnlly wrong Wiuh thnt len fiet?
. YWho- proposes to tnke out of it the slogan of thu,aocia*ist Unite
. ed States of Europc? If so0,. for whpt reason?

Prodnce o lenflet ‘Tor the Gornnn wormcrs 1n uniforn which will
not hnve as its nxia the Socinlist United States of burope?

: Or is it proposei to ignore thu Gernnn Bold ers altogother oend -
l»nvc then up to.Hitler and Roosevelt? ‘ TQP“ﬁ P _

. . Finally, who S&JB bhut a revolutionary to rrancc cnnnot todny,
far nore.thoan in 1939, insist to Fronch workcra ns ho fights with
ther side -by slde thwt this 18 the workors' ‘way ©of: driving the Gernan
Arny out of PFrance, defenting Hitler, preventinb 1nper1aliat trench-
ory and salvnging Eu*ope? .,,h ' .

That concrbtaly, Ls one nuthod of conbln;ng thc nn*ional atrug—
gle with the strugglo for soaiolian in i prescqt historicql stage.¥

If however, Lo prove tho point negatively). If however, the

“way was over, -if Hitler romnined. undisputed nnater of Europe ify
Angrlca gove up the Anerlcan coentury, 1f Europe,hnd.scttled down to
sone sort of stabllity, if both French workers nnd .oceuping Gernan
soldlor's saw the stnotus quo o 1ikely to last within the gucesable
.future, than we would have o new situntlon. .Noie.well thot the innoe
dlate concrete task would still beo _the oxpulaion of ‘the. German invadw

. er, the lrnedlatc slogan would be for national rrcedom, but and here

- one difference would come in, the socinlist slogan would be'an ceho
fron n dlstant past or o vision in-the remote future. A leaflet 1ike
the pbovo would: bu an absurdity. But boday? No. _

Wo prosent this poliecy to the French workers not as propagendsn, i
but ns a strictlv Drnctioul nolicj. Wb prasont it as ono of tho :;,m,‘

bl )
. ~

s

#The immodiato ncooeaitiua, food otd., tho 1nternntionn1 agpoota,
(101—Eu;ovean} ars now Lnu;uuuu herv.” Thoy aro of gront importanco,
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Todny these poworful barricrs between the workors of Europe so -
alnbarately orgnnizdd by bourdecis, seeisty, have boon dastroysd by
doclining cnpltaliem itself, Tho Germnn soldlors are in conteot
. with the French maages, not with the French bourgooistia Ureprosont-
ing® the Fronch workers, not with Jouhaux nor Morcel Oachin, nor
Leon Blum. The nost dangerous chnenics of tho nilitancy of the worke
cra, the flourlshing Socinl-Democratic nnd Stalinlst burcaucracios,
no longer cxist in Europe. Desplte tho De Gaullist lcadership any-
onc who is bold, faaricss, erutlods, trustworthy, has his chanco
today to lend workers and to be ligtenced to when ho specke, Our hy.
potheticnl half o dozen ravolutionarics hove nan opportunity tedny 2
hundred tines greater. than in 1939, 'so long na they do not countor-
pose theorics and slogine to'action. o

Also on the German side the sltuntion, Ls radically different,

The Germnn workers is not mecting French divisdions in an or anized
battle, -both under rigld comnond. He 1s policing a now -activity
hoatile civil populationi—~the most hated ond dencrolizing of all
nilitary dutles. Today when the elito guards aro:being sent- to the
‘front, the Geronn workers policing Europe will inoreasingly be comn~
prised of civiliahs drapged.fron Toctorles. and pushed into an enorgen-
¢y uniform. Tho e¢lan and Rilitary oridé of 1940 -nre gone. The Ger-
nan workers woalk dcﬂnqast‘aldnglthq,street;and~theﬂErcnch,or Ppliah
" worker -stands on the sidewalk and witches ‘then. go by, perhaps even .
sy o few words eonetimes; while Goetbéls screams to Germnny ond all
. Burope that Eurcpe is facing destruction. The Europénn .workers are
‘.contacting the. German workers for .the.flret tinme sinice 1933, while -
Burope, ond particularly Germany, is blasted to pisces around thenm
- both. They fight, 1t 1ig truc, but it 48" an’ elonghtal. struggle, the
 finss meeting the mees 1n occupled Eurcpa, -8 in Germany itself., It -
"ie posslble thnt undor the oireunstences: of an invesion, pnrtioular-
. 1y 1Y roevolutionory detachricnt s ‘have not beon built up (or if the
allow thensolves to be drowned Ain the purcly nationclist novenent
“that the slogan of ‘the Socliallst United States -of Europe ‘nny once -
agoln begone sonewhat abstroct, But todny?. No, Tho Hying tmth -
"lg'that the 'slognn 18 now nore conerete than at any tinec..since 1933,

- It ﬁust ba'so. "Socialisn 18 not dnfubstraction:nor an ldeal, in

" “the dlstance, It is the conoretely developing alternative to a go-

. . olety that ean no longer exlst without destroying its own nohievements 
"‘and at the sone tlmo erenting the  gsocinl ralations wWhleh are to ro-

“plnce it.  All Burope today is but an.exonplification of the mnin
‘theme: socinlism and barbarism. :Thd concentration of the noans of
production and the socializatlon of labor; the slow-achievenent of. -
innunerable centuries of glass soglety, Anve at’ last.ronched a point
whore they have beocome lncompatible with theip lotest integundnt -
the ecapltaligtic. The advancing socialigt society compols tho cap-
itollsts to tront the productive forces ns sooinl foroes, while thoy
maintaln sooinl relations which compel tho preductive forces.to remain
copitalistic. This 18 the conflict which oroatbes the horrible, the
monstrous perversions of European soclety todsny. The concentration
of the ecapital of Burope in thc. hands of Jormany ls the bourgoois -« -
perversion of ocllectivo production, Tho totalitarian state, tho
folk community, oro the bourgeois perversions of tho free comrmnity
of assoslated producers, Nafionalism. But far from ohecking, thesec
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perversions only rodoublc the oonvulsions of an ola soclaty strickon
with o naw onc struggling to bo fruee In the very ruthlessness with
whnich it 1s compelled to torturc, uprout, and throw topgether the
Europenn workere, in lts foreed destructlon of the ostablishced su-
perstructurnl reolationg of the old order and its inenpnelty to sub-
stitute mew, crpitnllisn lessens tiu gnp botween the ninliun needs
and the naxipun tosks of the proletnrint, between its innedinte cone
sciousness n~nd its historicnl self-consciousncess. It is this dunl
role of collapsing cnpltrl which undovintingly nné inexornbly noves
the slopgnn, the Socinlist Unltod Stntes of Europe, from the renln

of gbstroction to tho-renln of cctuality. ” We have scen it unnistnk-
nbly in Enstorn Europe and in Gernnany. The socinlisn or boarbarisn of
Engels, a theorctlenl prognosls, 1s now the soelnlism nnd barborisn
of Europo, potentinlity ~nd renlity locked together in nortnl contrnos
dietlon. This we nust, nmore thon cever todny, find woys and neans to
bring before the workorss In the vaat vocuun crented by o collnpeing
gystem, our slogon cnn hnve o mighty reverberation, . '
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- greatest lessons of the pfcsent war, the conbinn tion of nmilltary and

politizal. warfare, It alms at d¢51ntcgrﬂt1ng the forces of the enemy
and:w*hnind hin over to our side. Uike Roosevelt and Hitler, we de—
vete oo nain weight to our nilitary warfare, our nmass agltntion, phy~
sienl gtcL“g_u, ctc., but we cembine thc pelitical with it, A French
wouwess, acomiical. might say, r¢uoiing Voltaires: TYou can kill a flock
oy shuen D ni+ horaft but you rmst toke carc io give thenm plenty of
a“fcq'" flrs:o‘:ﬁy-afsmnlc i1s 'my weaponand T -sec that ycu fellows,
g wate pour withnoraft belicve in yo cr_a.scnic gven nore than I
docﬁ We WGL]i'QCL(U+'Jh&t witheowt i1l fecling. Uthe Darlon affaip
weuld shazr this doubler coneiderably. 85 3t. choock &1l ¥Franose., But

Thain thnt, ae would be 1mp?ens:o by . wbat 1c cctuaily taking
plece arons ths Jderman soldiers in rronce and all occupied Lurone to—
dny. hers 15 onc acccunt from a Frenchu N reccnul retwurned fron
Frenze wkiceh 11168 wi¥ h othcrs.

‘The parfwsons now act as 1f they too are pfisoncrs of
_war. Porhipe thay are,  Certa 1nlj they behave like whipped
nen --- ¢ltaer under the whip vr conscicus that they are
heaten. Tan Frcnch,~dn the contrary, no longer Dehave ag
17 thor werp beatcn. The change in this respecet 1n the last
thres northg is ;omfkableo Iu ‘1s as iT peoplc 1n a trance
haé 29ns to.1ife. I : : i
The crnoks in one 1npeflalist structure are bcginning tc appehr.
Arc we going to: ‘help-close them or open taen wider? To open then
wider of course.. And with what ucccon, pfaj, but the Socialist
United States of Euyope. . -

VIII. The Abstract and the Concr te.

But, 1t is urged the prolctariﬂt in the occupied countries is
sluggish it is not organized, The rcvolutipnary noverient 1s non-=
existent, etc.- But how nuch' bigger was the revolutionary moverent
yesterday than it is. -today? . And the prolcturi 1t is resisting. It is
workers whon Hitler seeks to get to Guormany. It is workers who re-
sist, To do so they must organize themselves. The genial strike in
Lyons'Which halted for the time the deportation of workers was no. &.
novenent of .organized workers, but it was an organized novcment of
workers. These arguments, upart fron their theoretical invalidity,

lag behind the trenendous speed of developnent.in Europe today and,
the contradictory ayncmics of the cctual concitions.

In 1939 uhe French soldicr went forth to %ar, bitted, and blinke=
cred by the French bourgeoleie, The French Army, educated by the
bou geois state, wasg deafencd by bourzeois orators, dazzled by bour-
geois writcers, Plessed by bouf5001s pricsts, #2nd choained hand and foot
by the bourgeois leaders. of the-social-dcmocracy. Under boulgeols
officers the arny took the fiecld agninst the same type of disclipiined
controlled, bourgeois Gernany arny. doth fought 1n an organized bour—
geols war, advanced or fell back os conrnndecd, killed here and were
klllicd therc, docilc pawns on 2 chess-toard. Undcr such conditions
fratermization was sonething in the books, and cven to the civilian
population, the slognn, the Socialist Unlied Stantes of Europe, was

wnbatract, something unreal, thoush involuable 2s a sunmation of the

SOC1c115t PLogran,
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