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Ohe rs amis,

-1

Dans le journal de ¥Mlioukev (les Dernidres Neuva/}.eu) du 29 déowbre
il y a le télégramme suivant @

. Blumkine, est \Ius:l.llé
i .Gelogne, 28 décembre. - Le gbyresppndant de Noscou du-Journal de .
- Cole ,Aﬁ télégrapnle : Ces jourd-ci fubt arretéd sur l'lordre cu Guepden
Te no%oire Blumkine, le meurtries de rbach. Blumkinle fut acousd d'enw’
tretenlr des relatiuns gecrdtes avec ts;c_;. Dlaprés 1lua sentence du
Guénéeu, Bluckine. futs Pusillé. '{
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Cette comiunication Pst{-ellc, jusite 7 Je n'en Dussiéde pas line oe*ti‘buda
" absolue., Malz Tt uih encha.g.nement de circanstances nen 'aeulez..ent me pere. .
‘metteat; mals me Ffercent & oreire.gurelle est Ju...te. Pour af exnr_.nqrr plun s
etacter*ent’..:- intérieurement - je ntai: aucun-doute. ;Ce qui me mangue, 'clest une
confirmati’cn joriddgue de l'ausassinagt de: .,lu.mk:._ne par Staline, CoNERT =
e - Tousisaver certalnement qug queluue temps =prds lrlinsurrection’ arxa53-~ s
‘des seciskistes révelutl mnailres de gauche, Blunkine pascalt aux belcheviks,
prenait . udetpart héroique &la gusrre civile et puils trava.s.lla:l.‘t: assez:Long—
Ftemps - dans mon~ Sevréthriat tiliteirs,”Plus turd il restuls . surteut au:sgrvie
ge-du Guépden, mais-aussi- au-service- m:Llitﬁire et A celul du parti. FFac<
‘+#cemplissait-dans -divers Days des missions de ia plus haute importances Sen .
dévouemexrtr A 1la Réveluti.n d'ectebre et au partl &tait abselu. . SR
- Jusqu"h la dernidre heure Bluriine. accomplit le-travaild'une fenction
; seviét::.qu.e tris impertante., Cemnent a~t-1l pu s'y tenir en anuartenant- a :
et toppesition 7 Cela ‘s texplijue par:le caracidzre de ;son -travall ¢ celu:l.-ci.
: j"‘était toutiaTalt :individuel. Blumtine n'avait pas ou presque’ pas affaire
| ¥aveo 1es~‘moyaux emmmiz¥es;- la pessibilité de parfticiper &la dlscusgien- :dx'
LR dest questona: g partl, ‘ete.: Cela. nmsignif:l.e pas’ qutil cachalt- ses -pensdes...
5‘* A" cnntraira.*.&‘-»i‘[enﬁinsky et h Trilisger, L'ancien-chef de-la‘séction:étran—.
“Rigvre duiGubpson, Blumicine "avalt déclardque-ses aympathies: allaiantn%rl'op-«- o
e ‘@osi"tim;:-mai aane*nature]_'l.ement, camma:: teut- autre mppesitionned; 11" Etalt
“Lopent N fai ‘aracoempilr-sa- 'fonctiqn-importante- au service-de-Ya Réve
; ¥ ‘gensidéraient: Blum}tinercem:na;;iz-
i exRo iy les6. Biparbeaogndyagn il ia;
g B e o B e o C o ey ) T
TALIrairert-vis nabaniineola.lral: .dﬁ;g.g.a_en.tionné‘
<[ eﬁé’éiﬂ.’t" &%4vec: moipar-Tes —lienmétraits Ay travaﬂ.;dans men st—*
--ofé'barihﬁé}lﬂ.“avai‘b;préparé % partioplier un- de- mes: volumes‘f,mﬂitdirsa‘. £
~ (g en p&ﬂe’-‘dan&{alaﬂ-préface -de ce vnluma) :Blunkiner’'ast -vend: ¥ Constanting~ 7}
,?Qlﬁ.éhsgﬁm%;i.paur ‘8 tinformer comment. j'appréciain ‘Taysituatientet pouiryé- . ;
frifieriatiliagiasalt Justen ot ‘en regtant an servicerdu- gouve‘rnement quk %
d %qéporte"‘?hnnnit -k empr:l.sonne ‘les:campradestde sa tendanceiddeslut “ais répon.-;
: dn:ﬂattmeliement qutil-agissalt tout A :faly: Justenent:-en accomnliss:mt‘uon 4
;‘ﬂb?.i ‘J'.' vclut:!.annm.re .0 vt SIS non” ‘envers 1¢- geuvernementids u;""i‘ﬁ.&" -
,"’qw Thasurpé, Les dreits: duripartl;imals- envers la‘Révelutien: d.'oqr-obx'e..‘.
: Tye i a"pfaut—etre ‘e1td; T d ui, dés.- -artleles dtIareslavs -’nne'-'.aﬂ.éga-
Len<aonceth .~mpmentretim ‘pendantl1164§- aveo un visiteur: Frnl it anrals
PEEdLt AaiBéralfhen: indvitableTet profie: du- ‘Fouvernédent éav‘iétique Ten s
s'ycophan’cep"misérables xentefif, . cels va de ‘pel o Mais par un” rapprno SmERTY
Cgetfaltstet dea-dates Je suls certain,qu'ik’ s'agit de” men entretienravec;,‘. A
b Blamkine K sa’' questien sur la posalbilité: “de cencilier gen’travailié¥ gon :
appartenance & l'sppesitien, je lul dis entre autres que mon: exil:'commsh it
J.'emprisonnement d&'autres camarades ne changent pas netre- ligne- fendament
| le; qu'aun! noment du danger les oppesiblmnels seront aux postes avanoéa,m "
X qu'aux heoures difficiles Staline sera"fercé de leur- falre appel’cumme: !.'sa-- RN
i *rételli- 3va:l.t appelé les belcheviks contre Eornilev, En liaisen avec-cela:
{ -Jrajeutaid~t’mais que ce ne seit pas trop tardt Eviiemment Blumkine aprds -
© v aen arrestation a exposd cat entretien coume une ddmenstration des vﬁrita-
' ‘ ‘bles état - d'ame- et dispuaition de 1'onposition : il ne Pfaut-pas eublier que .
je suls etilé sur l'accusatioa de prd parer la lutte armée contre le pm..voir
des boviet
' Par . Blunkine jP transmis 3 Mescou pour nes amis une le‘.‘:tre d'iniorma— '
tian b.;sée sur hes memes lddes que J'al exposSes dana uns sdrie d'articles
publids -3 - la rdvressieon-des atalinistes centre.nous ne signifie pas encere-
le changens nt du caractire de clasaze de l4Etat, mais prépare’ seulement at .
facilite wa tel changerent; netre voile reste, cours par le Qa.asé » celle Qe
la réforme ‘ot nen-celle de la révelution; la lutte implaoable pour nes :‘.d.éel
“deit e'bre eorlentéa vers un leng ﬂélai.
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TJo regur ulidrlearsmeat 1w oon unicatian que Blasmeine Gtult arrBté et
que la letive staiusmise par ton int ranilaire étalt tombdée entre lLis cumins
dg Ttdine, Je e o i rivo weo weldiilos taas Logguelles lackine it our-
rétd, Les 50 wernaais .o w0scon suvui i ja'il avalt passd Dar Genatuntlaoe~
ple. ~es enels (.enjincky, Trilis er) aancals alent hion ces iddes opporl-
tionielled, I1 ='esl randi 4 sescer e e. propre ialtiative dans 1'int. roe
du xex toavhdal qi'il accomplis alt, Sur fes gyénsuenits nlieri ara jeo ae sadn
gue cr il esy 31E Sane 1le TAlesramms si-dessus Jdu Jovagd Ge Golésnc,
Lripuyianes de ce tait n'exiice Daw -:'expllcétﬁm. Vo . caves par le |
fagewr procds de 1922 gatern a ¢vil e fusdller mec 1z wocialistes révo-
lutiennalres qnl avalent erganisé iies attentats eeatre Lexine, Ouritzky, Vo-
lodzssky, moi-uem: ey ant es. Des sevialiste. révolutisluwires do gauche,
puxguels svalt apparteau en 19178 Slwltiae, on n'a rusilié, uu mwoment de lenr
inaurrectiou, i 1'or;anlantenr, Alexxnda:nvitu. . Aunkiae, 'wn des partici-
punts de cotie insurrcdtion, eut hleatof deveny xm baloehievik, fnln si1 on ne
1'a pas Tusillé en 1918 pour su particiszation :i.i.:i;;r.- nte & Ltinsurrecilon
armée coutre le pouveir dos Soviots, on L'u fuslillé en 1929 punr cet.e Tl
son gue, en cervant ce lragousedeal 1. Ruyoel-iticn d'octsore, il zne parta-
geuskt pas cur les auestiens lew plus Lightantos 1- . 1aérs de la fraction
stalinleane es cowiddralt do son 1ovoir ds répandre las ldees des holche-
viks-ldninistes (opposition), . : . .
Bluacine st fu3illé ~ je n'en ai pas le -winiire doage - suar Llarcet du
Gulpdion, Tin falil parall n'a pu avelr Yien que ofarce que le tuinden esnt diven
- 1'err-ane nerzonael de Staline. Peadwnt les anndes de la yuerre clvile,

I% Pch"x aa accomplis alt uu= besoipar sévire, Hale o travall restait sas le
contrdle At parti. Nes centalnes de fois se sont slevees des wiliews du por-
ti des protestations, d..: ddclarajions el g Jemandrz o exigences dtexpll-
-catlons concernant tel oz tel arret. i\ la tete de la TcheXa ge trouvait _
Djersinsky, un nomne d'un: Jerce lorals supéricure, Il restait suberdon:é

an burvan politigque, dont les membro. avalent Je. i1décs "bien netle. sar Guu-
que question ét savalent le:s défenire, Tous sela won alt la gurantle gae la
Teneka demenre ltinatrument .- La dlciature rivolatliomasire, Maintcaant le
parsl esi-gtontfé. sur l'exdécutlon de Blurkine, 403 illiers et des dizal- |
nes e, filliers de membr: s dw partl chuehetcront eves horrear dans les coians .
A la tote ap Ix nuspéou se %r: ve ilenjlusky, pas un homma, matz l'eabre d'un
hempge, Le role principal dans le -Guintou—- e e - e — T
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I Lo odin . : -
st row pur Iyieda, un carridriste détestable qui a 116 sen sert 4 celud des
Stuline ot qui est pret A accomplir sann réfléchir et nans discuter n'im-
porte ytel ordro de ce de nler, Le bhurcau pollti.ue n'exiuwte pas, Beukha-
rine a racontd qne Staline tlent dan: ses mains los nemhres di sei-dinant
buren politique & Ltaide e desslers wcuumtlis vontre eux par lo gudplou,
N ues cowlltionn, lltexdeution de flumiine ost unc afiairc personselle de
Staline.

CTETGe ordime dneul ne peut puster inapevgn, mPre duns lee conditions pré-
senten & llonndp tence de l'apparell. Staline ne p -uvelt pus ne pus prege
sentlr ¢e risultat par avance, =t le falt que malyr. sa prudence ¢lonne il
stost 4Ccidé fi tuer Nlumkine démontre cembien. st grunde la peur de oct hemw
- devant ltopporition de gauche., Il ne peul ¥y avolr aucun doute gque Blium-
ine e~ tarhi gn‘victime explateire, purce que Radek et wutres capitudurds
ni'ont VRARYARLTAIITE pPu entrainer avee oux qu'une petite minorité dc l'epposi-
tion, tundis qu'd 1'¢tranger 1'opposition accuse dans différents pays de sée
ricu: muce’s lddalopiques et dtorganisatien,

Par L'exécention de Hlumkine, Steline veut dire i llepposition interna-
tionnle de- holcheviks-leninlsses qu'il poscdde & Ltintériour du pays deg
centulnes Adakaxxn et des nilliers dletnges qul auront & payer de lenr tate
ler suoc™s Au vrail bolchevisme sur 1l'arine IxkrrzagienaXg mondiale. En d'aue
tres terwmnen, aprés les exclusions du partl, aprds la cvondamnsbion de Lamlld
lza & la ramine, aprds les emprisonsenenys, len déportatiens, etc., Staline
essaye d'effruver llepponition par lef dernier moyen qui lui reste entre les
mglng ¢ lc neurtire.

- On prut dire avec certitude gque res risultats sceront dircecterpnt opposé
BéZ au it gue “taliine se fikxe, Uné tehdunce d'lddes historiquement DEOBresw
sive, -l =e base sur la logique ohjective du dAévelenpemehnt, ne peut etre
ni efrryée, ul fasillée. Cependint il ent ckelr que l'opposition ne peut pas
en enrlsase ot seddement i marche ebjectiive des wvéncments se comporter pas
siverent enyers la nouvelle, celie foins sanguinuire, étupe d-.. Teprésallles
thevmidorienios Jde Staline., Il Cut immfdiatement ouvrir une campagne inter-
natisnde lans lpguelle chaque sppozitlonnel deit falre la beusogne gui dans
dleutres conditins se répartirait sur les épanles de treis, cing ou dix

cansrn.'ea,

T T TR

. Comcent jo 1o reprisente la isrche de cotte campagne ?

Avrant Sout 1) faut porter ce falt & la connala<ance de tous los coemmi-
yodstes et exi;,er de la direction officielle du- partl 1la cenfirmation ou le
"d’mentd du falt, ' : ' » . o

\ Dtantant plus dbcisivenent, largement, énceplquement sera ponde la
quegtieon, Atantinnt plés c-mpldtement le direcction sera prise & l'improviate
et d'antnnt pine vite nan pourra dfgouvrir les dessons de ce falt, IL Cofd
crfer une %telle utmosphire que de Paris, Berlin, Vienne, Prague, New-York

on exige & exzplicatlons de- Moscon, o

e k=11 nour cela 7 Avant toat, 11 me semblc; publier un petit xx
tract s co thmwe : "Fst-il Juste que Glaline’'ait tué le carurade Blumkie
ne ?" Manst e tract 1L faut poser ait: Cachln, amx Thilwann et Cle carrémeat

¢ len question- snivantes @ oceonnalssent-lls ce fult, prennent{dls sur eux la
iingns;hilité dr meurtre du révelutionnuire proleturicn par la cligue sta-
ninte? ) . : .
' 9'1) n'est pan fait de rép nse 4 lu prewlidre gquestion, com:e clest
Presque ¢ chuin, 11 feludra sans turder publicr un scecond tract, d'un agarace
thre plus offenddlf et le ripandre & den dizaines de milliers d'exemplalres
pey tons les voles et ogdaux poasusiblec, ) :

Il est Lien poasible que Staline es aye, en cas d'une nreasion daas
1'0cuid nt et dtune inquiétude dans le P.G.R., de laacer gquelgue version
enveninée dans le pgenre dbs cemnlvencer uavec 1'officier vwr.ngéllen, de lLa
pripuration de 1'finsnrrectlon on d'acter ferroristes, A des ipnomknies pa-.
railles 11 faut juton nold prét. Otent A peine pouttant si d- tilles expll-
cationz penvent produlre une impresslon sdrievse., A wasd blen purce qu'elles
exhaleont l'odenr des mandpances de la pellce bonapartiste gue, surtout,
parce gue lwar la lutte avec ltoppoenition Staline a Adja dopensé les ros-
source. r o ccenre. I ntest pas ndcossulre de rappeler que la position
de principe nut'oconpait Blumkine avec nous toeus excluait de s purt 1'applie .
sation dan: Ln lutte de méthoden aventnrruses quelles gu'elles so ent,

L'afipire Plumkine dolt devenlr l'aflalre Succo=Vunzetil de 1'02&031-
tion commnlste de [uRoNe. Lt LibLe p Ur Le Salut (e nes pmls o efleSeB,
d816 devenlr en mtnn tomps la vérificction des rangs e llopposition dans
lo- pays d4'0c¢eidrnt, Apr&s uvelr accompli une ocampugne & Lu manidre nive-
luti nnalre, o'estel=dire uvec lu plus haute tenulon den fowges et ayec le
dévo: emont supreme, lloppoesition s'Gliivera d'un co p d'une tete entihre.
Cecl: nong donnera ie droil deo dire que Mumkine ntu prin den.d su vice en

valn.
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Chaque centre d'oppesition devralt élaubsrer solgnewsement les premiers
pa= A~ is camparne ot les praparcr minatleusement.

Pour la riallsation pratlque des mesures tragées, lu wieux scrait
peut-otrv An ouoisir danw chaque endrolt unc ttroika" avec lei3 pleins pou=
velrn, i laqielle touxz les membren de 1'oppesition devraicent etr: suhborden=
nés an cours de cetie campagne. ~ _

Il ntest poo oxelu qutavant mame que ¢ tie letire varn porvionne la
preause als puhllé de tc-lles dnformablions sue le sort de Nlwdvine gqui rendrm
Axaxt dent nuperTluck la quession Juplbikjue conocrnant la confirmation du
falt. I1 nn vestera ¢u'd constater to:t simplement le weurtre et & domander
au conlt® conkral de "huquc Dartl s'dl prend la renp asablllitd de co orime
devant la classe ouvridre,

Le danger consiste en oe gue 1l'interpellation :eviénne un tir & blano,
en ae rédae sant 4 un tract 1sold, Il faut trosver le noyen de poser de nelle
vennl et ¢ nouvean la qu.“tlnn gt g+ Jeler sand rlopit ¢rtia acvusation & lg
fipure dey “chefa¥, Il fuut penutrpr dans les réuanlons i parti, dans les
riunion suvri’rers en géndral, 11 fuut priparer deu affiches ot de petites
feuille: volantes dr dix lipgnes, ctu., eto. ,

Cette lefire n'esy naturellew:nt pas dectinée & la publication., Sen
conteml peut ttre utilisé par frogacents. Il serult peut-etre miewx de pu-
ller tous co qul a trait 4 l'eabr-vuc rntxt Blwkine ot mnli & Constanti=
neple selenent dans le secand o le troisi?ue truct,

Je vor s edverrdl ultérleuremeni ars matérianx upllemnntnirow, et en' g
particulier 1a caractériathuu 1 Blumkine dans la Corme nﬁcrolobique,
quund uuront éliminés lec [ rnlers dor tes purement formels sur son sort.

Teut & vous,

L, Trqfsky




aprii, 10, 1830

TO LLL VEUSYRS L S GATI AL CDCECVEIVE On VIJDTER % GHG
SOLIIIIr. L nGu T O rgRICA (QorerliIod)

Deay Conrsdes:

The leatter below was recelved from domrides Trotaky aend is
gent to you, It is understood that there letters are for wembesras o the
Vatisnal Co-rdttee, on'y. ve reguest that you rend “our gorrmnts Lo th
Coanter as socon as Dorsible, ‘

Fraternelly Yours,
L2 il ol ko bR

I'rinkine, 26 I1I 13850
To the Zditorial Bonrd d the Mi..tantt .
Dear Comvruadoen:

The vislit of comrade Shachtman, unfortunsztely too brief, was a grest advantage
to M, thai is, for my informatlon mnd sentact with the American movemsnt, In
my recent letter addrsssed to Shachtman(I hope you have recsived it) I express-
od the assumption, baeed upon the Fi.itant itself, thut the develgpment of the
ngoaiti.on had bsgome leae rapid and perhaps stagnant, .Eewmiwsgmerss Comrade
Shaohtmen sonfirmed that the development, a;thou;,ﬁ not stagnent, was however
slow, This satnge was Inevitable after the Leagus had sondentralsd all the els
ements prepared by the psst for the ideas of the Oppositlon, MHow we have the
task of odugailng a new stvatume That requires a certain {ime but the second
stretum will be nore nurercus than the firat. : ‘

In one of my first letters, sant upon thae spraarsnce of the Yeakly, I oxpreseed
the opinion that-ithe League can arrive at the negesaity to become an independ.
" snt Communist Party. 7The relation of forces enpleined to me by Shachtuman show-.
od ms that this "danger” is not imninent. I wish to correct my first assumption,
but without sny dizsoursgement. If we begin in the United States arnd Caneda
with 200 or if we begin with a 1060 menmbers, the difference is almozt insignie -
ficant, 7The qualitative difference oould be moszured only by thousands and nod

by hundreds. )

I leayn from Shachtman your finanglal difficultiem, wiich narrow ny picture of
a powerful Amorigaes The retrsat from the isellly to a semi-monthly would be =
asavtaln defact, ard 2% de negosgary, in o its of Whe summer-ilss whish 15 app-
roaching, tc axert herolec efforts to maintain the Weekly, whioh has becorw not
only of national Smgaazmam but of international importance. Infortunately:
for the next period we ocannot do here all thai we wonld 1like to do, but we will

do all that ixg possible, Shachitoan vrill-i_nfm"m you of the dotalls,

I have resd your platform, although the unexpascted depx rture of Shachtman found
ms just bulore the last seotion of it. At eny rate, I have resd the rost im-
portant parte of it. (Unfortunately, I read it belatedly, not even knowing

that the Amerigwn comrades possessed a platform). I £ind the platform by anmd
large Yory gool. Hany perts; on . the trade unlon question; foir Anstance, ave
excellent. Certain doubts on the slogan of the Labor Party I have alveady

apoken of Lo eoc.rade 3heothman) but I muat study the quastion furilier with mater.’
1als and more detsils at hand, But, summa summerum, I an 2ure and gsonvineed

that tbe platfomm 1a aufficient tc assure the league political ausscosa, snd the
numerous signs indicaie that the oltuation will becoam favorable for the gon=-

_ proletarian revolutionarien,
I hops that after the vialt of Shachtman our relutions with you- wlll beccrm
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1 aeptumbro 193l
5 ' ' '

“gcu votre lattre du 55 nchii, Vous poses devant vous la guese
lon, ol sypeller les ouvriers: d.ng lu Jartl ou cans la Fadcratlon 4 Ley
Londin.ons locales psrleal =n faveur 4. la Feddératlon, Les conuiuions ZGm
néralen capagunoles parlent an faveur du Zarti, Du poisnt ds vue pratique,
a*eat 1 dire du point du vue oi ropport de forcee cu momunn donne, il eat
-1rf1c1.o ie régoudre le probleme, =salz i1 me ge: bla que-c’est noire vousls
ion “r;ucipaeWLa gui 3 une ilzportance diclaive.: Houw nous diclurens’ rrace
bisn U Jartily fractiud au’ uo"*chr3;§*¢ lutuve pr 1ncuﬂule uonufunghuﬁ'ae
RNl T cutfe 1l ne"que notis somzes.des Y ennexis ¥ de 1°0U,iH,5.5, ¢t cu
Cokintaru. idbme Maurin se nourris des miolies ce celie table, 51 nous appe=
lons les ouvriers dana l. Jedera.ion,~ukah neus cukprometirons i toute 1'ce
c“elle espagnola &t internationale, o neroms-~noup d'ailleurs guelguae cnose
1*cchells de la Catalogne ¥ ul 1o E Jjuw;e sur leg résultats prdsarta de., .

i

l¢ c¢ollaboratlon »vee lo Féderation, hlors ils nous cnt norté i moz avis
plus ds.dommage quu-de profit. Toute Iz presse du Comintarn et 2vant tout la
Iravda nous @ rendu ressonsablea du 1k confusion opportunise de maurin. iea
articlas uu camarade I X111 dans®lg vcritu" ¥ ont besuccup contrivué, Cepen-
dont on o £té foroé de rompre avec lay & éddration en la. guiutant presyus
S ans *1an. Sn d’autlras tarmes, 1‘0;per1crc= de la ecolluboration avee la Fé=-
cnra.:on nous a aifaiblié 3 Touta. l'achulle espagnele st Iinternmationale oana
resyua pous avelr rien donné 4 1'dch¢llzs de la Catalogne, Il ept Zercps de-
tirer ce oilan. A mox avia, il faud opérer lel un tournant brusgque dans la
politique, autrem-nt on continuara dednous confondre avec Jaurin - avec -oro-
Tit pour lui et do:mage nour noua. - . : -

ia plus justs serait d'anoellar Jus ouviierp dans la fraction de gzuche
¢ox unxste, de construirs sep cc;lulcg et dtexlyrer leur admission dapna.le--
Partl, Cela n*exelnt ancunement 'de coyotiuire six taneément ¢o2% cellules® .
aereran—dany. La, Téddratisn. conme dankdle Partd offioiel, ha‘sﬂ,-nzrnn 'talle-.ﬂ
politiqleyn: t&rentwﬁscea"afrc u' avelr: ya- centre-offl eiei,%futall petit;'d
- L’opposition -de tHo er—dwtalogns, S1.Vous, ¥OUB. BOUVENaz, J'al deja insig=
té la~deapus dég IB nrsmtbr Jour de vgire arrivée i Barcolong,e mm hélas, -
je n'al pas eu de. puccén, Bt maxntenaﬂ%, Je ne voia paa d'autre voi e.u

daurin lenca le : ot d’ordre " todt la pouvoir au proletariat . Je pene
39 que vous 1nd1quez tout & falt justement gu’il choisit dop mols d’ordrs de
C8 g enre nour Jjeier un pont aux pyncicalistes ¢t 86 donner & iui-~méme i’air
plus fort qu'en réalitd, Lulas, la poursuite de l’a;pdruncs est en politie -
que tris forts sty dans la politique révolutiorhalre {ids désastrense, ilals ™
*a me demande pourguoi i1 n ¥y a pss de uovieta en Lapagne ¢ ﬁourquni is mot
d'ordre des " juntes " no prend-il pay 7 Od en-eat la cuuse ? J° ai exbrimu T
cans mea ancisnnes lettres sccemmxixkimx quelgues considérations b cet eqarq.g
ie les ai ddveloppées plus amplement dans l'articlo que Je vous al envoyd .
gpur la contrdle ouvrler en Allemagme, A ce gu™il pixble, 13 =oi d’ordre des
e Juntes " o'idenatifie dane la conaciqncu dep ouvrierno eapagn@la avac le.mot
d’ordre dos goviets et par 1i 11 leur jparait trop srave, troy dec*sif, trop..
® rugae ",.- ¢'est A dire qu'il lour paraii tout I Ioitoauire qutil nla poa-
ru sux ouvrie:s ruspes dans lz péplodg cu:resvondante, l'uzpligtons-nous pas
* ug parndoxe nistobtique, quand l'=2xiatence des ascviein en URUS paralyse lg
eréation és movieta deny les pays révelutlounaizes 7 Il faut diudier 'cotlie

;Leauion di 1 maniére lu plun nutﬂ“\ivu' nar dep entretiems individuels
et LPB ouvricrs dans les uiffurcnta-aalnta du pa¥s. n tous casy, sl lo -
mol drorixe des sovlets ( Juntes ) ne grcnd DASs E nag vacors 7 )}, 11 faut”
110rs ne concantrar sur la ot d'ordra dez coitis ¢'usine . 3x:xxnxmmmx
J*al lertt & ce promos dane 1'zrticle sur le contrdls ouvrier déja ment onn&
sur la baoe des comit o d'usine, on ﬂaub divclopper l'orzanisation sovide,
*1""" gong ‘oon nea, . t h

] - .

Tuana 16s auestiohy i LOHtIOlJDJ? ‘ler, vous nvez &t mon avis absolument
1aiaona‘r=noncer P} -antvolu cuvrler s ulcuert parc: que les *"arnuates -
¢n parnlen « e vculuat, cleot une roitise ¢nerme. Au contraire, clest Jug-
Ltement pour cela qu'll faut de wcutes nea foXce's e'accrochor & o mot a4’ ordne;
;orcer les ouvriera réformiotoe /. 1l rattro 2n pratique par la veic du froﬂt

l . .
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un’que avee nous, i osurlo base (e cetie exp.irlieace, oproucy lo: ouvrier
réformistes 4 Cuballero ot auires Chenayans,

Cn n'a réuoni L oorder les saviels en lusiie que pﬁ%g sue cela u 8té
voulu, simultanument avec nous, par lew mencheviks et legs i, bien que
cand d’autres buils?, LoUn ne pouvona ez creer ue noviets en Lopogne juse
tement parcs que ni len gouinlistes, ul les wpyndleplirtee nce veulent <des
soviets, Celu algnifiec que sous ce mot d’ordére on ne peut uha croer le
front ualnue et L'urpiti moaxkexkmx de l'or, oanlsatfon avec lu zajurits. de
T classzw cuvriire. -nis fel Caballera ul-méoe, gontzndint L esles ner la
pre: zioh Ze la waucey a'nccroche uut ot dlordre gu contrdlo cuvrler et ou-
vre aoinsi 1o sorte & la pollicique cu froni unigue et i+ une orzanlsaztion eme-
yrneggant 1o malofité dela classe ouvriere, Il fout s’y accrocher des deux
zalms , Certainement Ceballero iksxixs voudra transformer le centrfle ou¥
vrier en coénitrdle des cupitalictes sur les ouvricers, inis crla cleat . dcja ¥
une susstion de rappert de forces dans la classe ouvritre, 51 nous crions
partout des comités d'usine, alors = 1'époqge'révclutiunnaire actuelle, mes-
aizurs les Caballero perdront la partie d-fiaiilvement. .

Vous signalez que si 1l'on tranjforme 1'ldde fe la non~conformité au but,
. du peint de vie soockxxmitaoooorxxiximx. du prolétariant, de 1z balkanisation
de 1z peninsule ibuerxigue, et ol on en use inconciddérdment, on pout prdter
soutien au libéralisze madriline, Vous avez toul i fuit ralsoa. 5i Ja ne
1*'2i pas sufficarmenti souligne dans s préc-dente lettre, plora Je puls
prét b le falre avee une force dscuplée, :n effut, il faut completer 1'anoe .
logie entre les deux péninsules, I1 y eut un zempa oh 1l péndnzule Zdooxix .
balkanique étalt unifide par lu dominution. des selgoeurs, des ginéraux et
des fonctionnaires turcs,- Le peuple opprimé aspirait & rejeter ses oppresppg-.
seurs.5i 1'on avalt opsosd & cette mspiration 1'ldée gue nous ne vuulons
pas dc morcellementl de la péninsule, cc 1L nuralt signific Bire loguais dew-
beys. ot des .pachas turca, iais d’auire pari, nows savons que les peuples
: balkerigques Libdréas du Joug ture se sont déchirédns Leg uns les anires pen=
Z . dant der ‘décadép, Ltavant-garde pralétarienne peut donc cdapne cette uention
.7 cussi appliguer lé point de ¥ue de,lo rcvolution permanente: la llberation
du—foug Lmparialista_comme élément {le plus important de la révolution démo= |
. eratigue mene l.mediatsment Ara rvadravioodss-wipukliques sevidtigues L
corme lo forme &étatlque de la rivolutien. urolétarienne, lie 8'opposant .pat & )
.1a révolution démocratique;-ls couienant au contralre entiirument, mine
goug la rorme du séparatisme ( ctest L dire soutenant la luitej mais non.lew |
illusions ), nous apportons en m@mé temps dany la révolution deémcormiique .
notrs positioninddpendante, rqcommandant,_conseillan: et folsant -de la pro=
pagonde pour 1°idée da la Féddration soviotigue de 1o néninsule iberique |
coczxe partie £ constituants dea ZEtats-Unio ¢'Zurore, C'est seoule-
—ent soup cette forme gie na pens<s ept compliic, Il est lmutile de ‘dive
poomaxizHirneEx que les capurades de Uadrid et len. cumarndes espagnols en
général doivent manifepter une prudencs touls partleuliiro & 1l'égard de l'us
! gument de lg bezlhimnlsntlion, ; )
. .
J'ai ou le temps bilen entendu de ne Lerpupder cemplifenent que vyoua
‘avez eu mrkwam sveolwnent ralwon cans volre appréciation de Gorkine qui §°
Rest confirmée & 100 i, )
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¥ H
s /Laﬁ% aug arinires franguiove,’ jo deplore g-ulcment que vous n:ayisz
' prb cs 1o poosidilité de sulvre wuifisawsent leur dovelopnemsnt, A fos:er,
if‘pérait gurtainement qus ous ucvgrnu}re; invenicenl des uivergencea,;Cula
as rroduit parce gue Wwsnsr g'arrdte l.c. la suaestion ne Init que courens=
der. Cet homme A trio bonned quulinug pursanellce 2T un pa?gu }rc? rap~
“msetablao, nals 11 a trels aifenuty : I Il nfent D2 marx%ale, J._i+ n'est
Das Tevolutlonnmalire, 3° 11 a’est pas politigue, Il faut de ?u?glLlons -
cevtionnelicment favoriblos puur le woulsver o ce nlvess politigue auguel
11 out nobitué, dzno loguel il stual dunue - nivugu Zea cerclin frenguis
sceialres epulada, rmrives uz vig, acnuvany d'uscer leurs yieilles idues. paae
antpousinsue, sans foi dans-l'ovenlr, pang perabeetive. in ruvolutlon rused
n Lemnoralroment soulcve l.emzer, el son intismine avee ol o jouv Ul S8%w. o
toip pola. el 11 o reisl ( loconosiaumeny ) ¢ premier pritexte plausibla:
nour ni'dloizner de Ilo rivoluilen, Lz neuvelle rengontre .. anatan?inopllgi 3
¢ 5 y J'al 2is des ui'zalnan.;;}:

mig [

co nouveau servi d'izmplusion, .ol wprus Son Cupali

ée fois pux mieps: je cralmn que cuv no 2ol noa pour lcnatum;s‘ﬁuﬂ.cﬂttQJF
qurcifactivenent ells n’n pas GM{-i.pou;ulp

chuerse suffirn, Il s’es2t Trouve
tempa.

- - A -'!' recvyenas fhgr 4 : .

ia coniradictlon entre lc rile qu’il a cormencs Lt ,0uU2 ’et tout son ea
racture, toute sa ¥ centalitd ¥, corme alsent les frangals, 17a mene o des
setions telles gque, salon mol, eclles ne peuveni oo concillar aysc la dlgni-

t4 d'un rovolutionznaire. Les deuX latires L. aropos de ll. restaront pour tous}
jours comme des taches au

ur la prysionomio morale de osmer. Il rwuroche £ R,
ses nffalzes ' flnanciires ® , lals Justuent danz ce domaine; i, manifaute
Sns maiare toub & fait exoeptiornellagde révolutlonnaire, Il est indubdias
plemens un comrmergant tres ospadble, 11 L'a prouve en fali en s'qecupant &'d
affilres co-tmerclales ensembl-s avec son frere, Lala.ea?-ca-que_voue‘coqﬁ&
nuisasez par exemple ce fall que j'al conuu pur hassrd qu'en partant chez
vous, Il n’a pss‘payé le loyer., il a v:ndu_le mqpllzqr;au logement da-ga but-Do
re xzorke récemrent et n -enveys son vieux pire kapitue & un cersédin confort
dons ume chambre meublée, Au nom &6 quoi tout ca ? Personnellement 11 ka-
pite archi-mcdestoment et n'en tirefmaintepanz par le trmva;l_ce auit com~
m&cha‘uffeur ( c.eﬂt un bon chﬁ“:’fﬂ:uvx: 2- Qi1 done v=m .]I_‘nrsent ag ﬂealgp‘é.raoi
.....}ions_cozmercinles F_Prillantes 7, Uniquement pngxwﬁgaaygggins_de oxgan

- o e e wamaRf i T GG L Iea S BIFENresTne ovi Lol
re, dis 18 sioment ol 81 a ocoupe une positicn marquante daons Ia Ligue, Cols
‘a'd'un seul coup dinminud les rivenus, mals non frere gonitipus largement &:\ -
soutenir l'organisation, Je vous dehnnds: guel pailistin désesperc fautell
_fitre pour falr: de tout cela dec reprochas 7 A Hosimer, les xetakdRae Precés
ddg commercicux dems frares i, ne plalsent pas, voysz-vous, Il distingue ls -
cormures honndts, sollide. respectalle, et lo cuuzmerce indigne,.. d'un com-~
muninote ! Le vieil Engels écrivalt bm jJour & un proids analogus, & un phi=
1istia 21iemand, 2 pou preéa dans cej genrexitk :-Cul, ai Jc savals que je .-
puisse maintenani gegner A la BouruL un petit million dans 1*intérBt du . |
mouvement révolutisnnaire, je m'ocepperais sur-le-champ de ceite alfaireys ;.
Guand !'ai mentionnd un jour ce falb duns une lettire & Hosmer, ilgntaggééﬁgf
pondui maie ¥, n'est pas ngeln, Qu peui-on faire iel ?... Le déﬂdtﬁ#{ﬁ%é
¥, conaiste en ce qu'il est un horwe extrfmement exploaif, 1l se gréhipffﬁ%
de faire d’un seul coup tout pour thbut le monde, ne dexandant pus{&dxﬂaﬁﬁﬁ%%

bt

tres et pans retourner vers eux, ITab cola, 11 dressa svuvent contpe:lufazivy
=8me non seulezent cde mauvals, male' de tout & falt bons cazaradeny. quirekiy
gent des méthodes plus normales et dénocratiques de travall, Sur cevtardainyg
J'oi ou des heurts uvec lui, et Je crains d'en ovelr encore dons Ilaveniyl™

ep divergences avec Rosmer ond coﬁgﬁcé presque depuls lo cremier Jour
ép =.n retour ¢e Prinkipo i Paris, Retombant dans l’anclon milien, ii a2 pre
quenutomatiguerent rétabli les anclennes liaisons et habitudes de penade,
In¥iéritd? o pris d’un soul coup une tendarce uyndienllate velatente,A pre-
~ag (€ Lae Donald et e son partl, hosmer n'ierivii pas autrcment quu dans
1eoprit qutil$® ne ceomprenment nas’ M comment il faut défendra lea interdto
Ae 1n clasne ouvriire, Si Cdvier détorminait les animaux aslon leur £4-
choive, alers d'oapres ces dsux moto . no cunprennenti pas ", on peut détor-
miner le type montal ce Xopwer, Il considerait le Tarti d'un cbiéd, la Vi
“witéd d'un autred; I1 n?dprouvait aucunemeniy lu begoin d'unc orzaniwvatlion in-
terpationnle, i1l 1'a conoiddérée plutdt comme une charge, Il protésenis
Cverstraten, les Lordigulotes, tout ce yul sot confum, informe, ¥y chercii-
chart un point d'uypul i senpropre manque de forze, 5’1l s'aglonait d'un
Jeune camarnde, on pourralt blen entends so dire 1 I} asirondra, <alhed-
reunement tous leg auires ont attemiu de meemer qu'il lour apsxenne et il
ont ¢td tres vite dézenchantés, D'ou le ccnflli dos éldments vivants ot
rivolutionnalirer avec le- groups Rosuar-swellle, Perauadant; oritiquant s

"
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EXTRACTS FROM THE QDRXSPONDENCE OF MIN AND TROTSKY AND OF TROTSKY AND ‘WIN

* 80
By ¥ay of Praface

Comzrade Ilin, who 15 in peredically parmanant oonflict with the lsaderaiup
of tha Intermational Cpposition and with the lsaders of a1l the othar secticas,
at the suno time denies the s=ivicrnsoe of theorotioml or politicul difforences.
Ha often refors in this penre 3o his gorrespondencss with me, incidentally
without zivlag dotuils. 3ut 1o reality my correspondance wiih camrede :(in,vhich
has lasted two years and a half, was nothing wlse but a constant polemio, in
spito of its most friendly rom. This polemio covered slmost all th: quostions
that isul with the life ard the activity of the Internatlonul Oppositions It
ia trus thot somrade "ln formally sasopted the fundamental premisos, hui when
the situaticn salle& for 1%, ke always refused to draw from thou the necescary
concluslond, do bold bagz for o long time the formition of the Spanish Qppositicn,
He aid cvervthing to ipolate it and to oppome 4t to the Intarmationsl Onposition,
I am eosry that I esonot reproduce the wholes correspondence; it woull make m lexrge
volums, Two soxrodes who kaly me fn 'y work heve uadartnken to select the moct
charncieristic extracts « It is regroitabdle to have o lowdtine on such verk,
unless the Spaniah comxadesn attentivaly teke note of thess eaxtrescts in ordor
better to understund ths hustory sf the differsnoes and to help the Internas 1.ona.'l.
Opposition to lead its lipanish asction into the right roed,

Ixiak

Prinkipo Februaxy &l, 1833 L. B, Troteky

EXTRACTS FRC2 NXN'S LETTIRS TO TROISKY

Ootohior £3, 1930 - : . ’ )

In Fronce I saw Vor fow peonle, Thunmks 4o you I iaformed myself as to
tho internsl situation of the Opposition. Par shoir part, thoy had spokea to
me about it only very viguely, prosenting to ms the ox'sting dishurmony as
having a purcly porsonal chamte.r. As for the reeb, they ure satisfied wiih
tha work. ’

Nmr we havet ). The officin]l Farty, which has no effective force, and no
suthority among tho masuves; 2, the Sowunist Fedorations of Cataloadu aud Vue
lcacia, whizh hoave bson exoluded from the Fa.' y and whie. in reality, togothor
with -the most influentiol grou: s of iPturia and u few vihor plascs constlimtae;
in fact an indepandont I'ariy...S. the Cotalondean Comman.od pavty, utlah nan g -
gocd elits loodexrzhip, connts on o eortiuin influonco among the dock-workeyrc of
B:.rcnl.om and dominates the workers' moveent i I.arida, and 44 the Loft Op—-
posision, The l.ttor has 2w forue 1n Catalunia.. X

L )

Huvaubor 12, 1930 :

The situatien ia Framce dlamrls me vory mich, . aplit in our ranks would
kavo catastrophle rosultc, Let ue hope thai an agreement wiiell you have vecently
veiiched will rot prove momontory and that work in cormon wil: be possible. FPor=
sonally I em wery 1itils in touch with the existing difrferencen, Your lettors
have coatridbuted o 1it4leo 4n my orfentetion, I anm expecting iot.ure whicn ihe
Proanch conredes hove told me about in order to form a pore camplete idea of the
sitvation,

0fficial Cormunist Porty: It has some braanches in plucay, -sturia, and in
And JQusia, Ita authority 1o nil...

Qatalin=Mmlouria Coaizmilst Tederntlont Uatil vor: rosqntly 1t hrolongnd to
tho ol ‘1aikl iurtys Its noot nramincent leador is ‘nurine 2n hie arrivol in




P —
“poadn the 8, C., wonlol has never reg:rded ¢ .4p coamrnde Tuvorebly {(for in srite
of hir loalfutions ke ir a very intallisent w.nl Wovs 2ll a vory honoot comrdo),
uaked hin {0 meito 1+ deelir:tlon ogningt "Trotekylil acd io rasotnce hiu T
nor errors”. He rofusel Lo pive “his deecleration o thon oo exrelled, “ho
Catolan Federatlon inviug declired iic solidurity with hin, wos ox elled 4n a
bloc.u

unr

Ihe Federation has an organ, a vockly. "La Battalla", with n givewlaticn z
8,000, Tho papor 1s highly contusionlet...For this Teaco:: na great is.orlanea
ahould te ploen o the mublicasion inm lts pagen of the unfortnanto rveport of
Stalin. They published thin as they might have published anythin: eles. Per-
haps it was put la for lack of copy. This sauag P2por foo Anotazes an the snnde
varasry day of the Celoher jublinnod the ploturos of the londars of “he Revroluw
tico, and amons them yours,..

Tho diTfienity of onr tugk sosulie from the fact that we have not yot a
Part7..eiith poonle whon we havo to teach the first aotiona of Cammuniam, wa
oannot begin by making Opposition propogundasssln Spatrn,~Y repeat, thare is so.
Partys.oIn tho vnified ivdy cr 12 the existing rouss we will damen. our risht
to dofend our .osiiion. A fow words on Mpurin, I don't know whether you know
thet T em bound to him by o very old friemdahip, laurin is. very el-so 1o us
ard I oz mre that bo will aad up in o short iine by Reolaring himself for tho
Orpesitlon, That would be an moquisition of gront walue, .fowr, es I have told
you, he 18 very woll tiousht of and vary honoute w6 cuuld 3301) evesyihi..c If

. Wo wore tc atingl hiu L1 a manner thit wap too unjustiriode.e : :

LI
Decombaxr 3, 19350

. I am convineed that with up the prolet.wint will orgenizo 142 Lt outeido
of the officisl Perty(shich doer 20t uaist in fact), and in cpito of it.a,

. I would like o say 2 Tew words to you on tho Frovch meticrs bul thir lote
ter ic zlresdy too long mxd I rucarve the subject for a future lottor. '

.-

Jamiary 17,.1931 . ", .
Ous  harepins rarir wiil he foried outside

‘I should sdd that the Catalan Pedoration ¢counts on the srmathy ol the best
elozente in the rect of Upaln an. thad a joint action 18 quito posriblo,

¥y own conduct 2cams quite cloar to me {(and I say 4o me tegocuse I em offici-
ally the only mevber of the Lalt tpposition here; I ou Bt %o enter tho Vodor-ite
ion. ndrede and laoroix, the best elaments thut we have in Spulng chare my
o inion, I have already corricd on nogotiutions ond I oball turesdy bo ads Liad,
naturidly without civiag wp ry susitdon iu any waye.owo smat uet with a cert in
tact, Iliost of the militants (excopt Maurin, whé 15 she must fntolligont and
is roally witk us), osuy thoy .re not with the Quyopltiony bhut {an walaaiashing
tuingd) they aro rurp wiihont suspeetinmg i when I don't s eak to thae sbout
the CUpposition but explain to tham cux point of view on tho on:eantinl suootionn
of otrategy, teotle: und organization, they ahow thuy are ir nmvenaut witk Coese
Here i & striking sxmnle. Nex’ month there will take nlnoe the Wnifisatian
Congrosse Mmurin 15 charged with the tnelk of Arawioe up the theton on the poli-
tical guention and the tanke of th: Farty, Wald, tuking sdvertyzo of -ho fact
tiot S5 apa “aolghbora® (e 11¥7s next uoor to as), we are drawing uv the thosos
togetiorsse It would be stupid to ive np a joint action when 1t 1o porgible oo o
politieil ;lutform which in somplotsly ~gaoptable,
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cesllon 8 fav vords orn tha Mranch sricis. I subseribs ecopletoly to rour
thepes. "% T omet easTerr %o yvel thit I olili oriensuso . oly & 1.%t.0
poorly on the real ciuuses of the erisis. :docmeor wrote Ao o 1loas letior aeverul
weoks 8o to prove to ma thut he hud no divergences in . rineipls and tant evary-
thi: ; noe sentirel o the fncom wtihilisy botwoon ihiam and L, Fha A9 ropreaunta
as a "guecrad” Tellow, very much diroredited ia che Frenca libor m-vyement, It
m:st be sald that otior cosr.doese-who o rot belang to the Oproriiien-—huve wxe
proc:iid the 12z wirion co rmuny LGPt Lave Fou Lo Ay abon. thit? fhol nuitoully
docc not reach to the botto: of tie queaction, bul ii also has 1lic LLporb awo.
loreover I unt ot palns 1o acpert that I shure your opinion on ‘mville. He td-
farc . 1{4'1s foom tho -rlady of many Fronch mlidsanis, wale. is Tee rewtdi of

their leek of direct contact with tho Woriang LOIGOLeee

XXX

Jamiary 206, 1931, ‘ : :
I szoak of a udamantnl soineidancs bacudsse I Jo oot enciraly anare sour
viowpoint in detail...Let us tegin with the juestion of the Corted...ikould we
boycott the$? Among the LKepublioans there is opinion very favorable io abg-
tons 0N s I8 tho mitarity 52 the oprosliion parties poycobts the purlicread, I
think that the Communists will huve to do che samec... :

Y1 rpeet of my cundidacy. Wae Casalan Comatniss Fodarntion (this tc the
section whiocn has broken wlth tha C, I., vhose leadar is iiwurin) should be unified
without mueh trouble at a congresa and should £ix uyon o line for the clectiona.

_7he Fareclenn gsetion azd the provisory Biecutive Cuamitieu have uodepied e
thoses preeented by Maurin end ms (I edited them -lmost in thoir entirety), and
have declled to srosent dandidates in sevaral places in cases where the eppositien
partiorc do ot 2acido u,om o hoyeoii. Ons of the vesoiutlons udoptad ir to pro-
gent my eandidney in the Vondrell district.e. d

in jrdtspennnhle conditicn for mccess is the pitiles: strug.le wgalnat
thoe repubtlicah parties, Since my Arrivel wo have adwaneod o good deal in this
éirection, When I avrived, not on.y the anarcho-syndic.lists but also a good
seation of tha Coznidete Tere following at the tail of %o “Lofi" vourgs>isie
and petty bourseoisie, Tiat hoa come to an ende : . -

XTXZ

Feumury 5, LI31. : ) .
© .a are entivPAy in sgrooment on tho gapernl line wid I es gro L1y oveirjeyed o .
at this. ‘he politlcal thoses of the Catalan Commzist Federzflon, I think yow- ALY
-hevosaxdd, Riich wero odited by Maurin and me, oro inspired ia axacily iLe eamo \ o
sonose, I ad?! yot morel the U'eSerution hac entiucicd @o with eCitdng the officinl
reply in the pages of "La Batallar to the "Folitical Declaretion” of tha rarty.

Is that not latorosting?

2aXX

Mareh 7, 193, .

T should have stru;gled energetlcail ngaiust tho idoa of oromating & “ioTk-
ors' and Feanpiia' Party". This idea hes now beea definitely rejectod, iiovover
I gould n3: srevand the adoption of e projaet for the ersuiios of a " orkovrs’
and Fesonats' Bloa". But I hove sugceeded in obialning tho neeescary guacantlos.
Tho Blos will be nrovisory, ite program will bo thzt of the Fartyee.

he Catal .n Fedsration conmiders that my direcrt adheronce in the latter way
agpul.lf'-.te ita rclations wi'h the ¢, Y. Thie 1o correct. Lut ¢¢ havae ‘ad ¢
forrmle: I shill athers €0 tla Dlog and, w3 a mambor of ths laktor, T ™Rl
partigl ate in 211 the pootin:s, On 4o other amnd T will writc overy woel: du
nra satalla” undoer a peondoayu, If ko rupiuce with the ¢. I, bocomes derinite . 2359




.
{and that io irevitablo), I:f.would {rmediately be admi“ted inte the Fededation,

I am comulotely igoporant of divergences axistlng arong us (the monbers of
tha Sponich Oppealition). lohody has over sall anybilng to me about them, I¥
to cortainly exirnordinaryd At lozot 1f there were tome dirfferences, thet wewld
indicate the Oppoaltion im alive,

L£XI

Harech 156, 1951. .

To april we shall have {or ought %o aave) municipal alectlions...Hare we shall
have a Commmist candidecy presontad undor the banzer of the Vorkers' and Poase
ants' Bloo {a"Ccmmnist'candidacy would not be suthorized, for the Party is il
loznl)e..Daspite thip formality, the Bloc will bo rraosenied under an openly
Commmnint platlom...After al) probabilitiea are welghed, I should be a candldate,.
The candidecy is composed of mewbers of the Catalan-malearie Fedsration, of the

moatalan Party"group which has not fused with tho leSter, onld mysolf.. Thererors
“this is the first sssay at a Comsunist vnited fromt, I also proposed to invite
the official Sarty. N7 projosal mot with a good dsal of resistanca, tut 17 is
zot impossible that 1t may ultimtely be sccepiofaa. . ‘

Recently I rocelved your lotter on the German crisis whiel has interested
me tremendously, I st sdmit to you that I sSse meve clsarly in this crisls
than 'in that of {he Frerch Cppositicnees )

xXETX

April 4, 1931, . . : _
Opetl propopagands for the principles of ths Opposition has proveked my rup-

4ire with the Catalan Fedoration or, to put ii beiter, with ito lssders. The

workers hoid a very different atiitude and demonatrate obvious sympathy with mose.

XX

April 5§, 1981, Nin's Letter %o the interrational Seerstariat, :
The erisis of the Left Opposition in Germany may have dlsasirous comsejuences
for the entirs futare of our movamont, 4f wa do not ajopl energetls ard speedy
measurss., s oan strike at the roots of the eriais by the offecilve means that
the methods of democratic sentrslism offer us. Iz thls sende.the proposals for-
rmloated by, ccmrade Troteky iz his letter of February L7 appeer entirely corract

und 1 heFeby WArcSsrTSdly ssscelmte myself with thom. : s

Lote by '."fotggs This propoeal (Trotsky-MNin) was accepted. aifter that Min ze-
sused, the International Opposition of having a felse polioy Soward ILnndau.

£zx

April 10, 1951. : . " _ ‘

" esslot us puss on to the well-known Aifforancea with tho Madrid comradodee e
‘A8 1t appears, it is on the queation of oy so-01llad wiwcondi slenal entrance in-te
the Colalau Fedsratizn that the mnot serisus difference oxlsied. Seeing that -
the 1A irid somrades have never ssid anything on this subjecs, I cannob clarlly
wharain thass difforences lige.. . - .

LXX

April 13, 1ludl. C
In my opinion if we should bozin by suddenmiy astooking tho Federation with
violonge, the results would ba uttorly Tegrostable...Ws must cnior the Fedoro-
tion, oarry on systematic work in it and creaic our fru€tion in it., That is
quito pozsible, I am certaln that, if my entrance 1% not possible today, it
. , Le




P T

' o
-goon will ha, povhups bolore e montin.
xTxx

April 15, 193L. _
os o« Too Catolan Fedoratlan koo come $o ngk my ald, I could nod rofuss it, sa

hore I an workinpg in an irmodiaste munner (astually 13 a lirge moesure lssding)

in thae Contryl Comitise of t"w crganization, -.Y’a p'_‘nlieh 2 dally sheet of vhich

I ot cdltor.,.

xxx

Mayh2B, 1931. :

Your fears are mg.,amted so fnr as guncer: ‘s the possibility of wrenature
action in Catalonia,..fhs entire tacilc of +:o0 anarchowsyndicallats who exerclsa
hogemony ovar the -w7aisnt conalsts in chaciting the uctlons of the proistariat,

Az for tha Commnists, the Catalan Federation (the only one here vhich can be .
reckonad o a Commmnist force) hasx a guiis corzett ecacepblon {exastly like oura) -
of $ie novesand anz‘l is decldedly anmgoqis'ciw to all ocdvenburist of_putesniss
policien... .

=X

June 25, 1931, '
‘vou'iln Catalan Fodexation, vhoss polisias I do not dslené and havs never de-
Jfonded did not edopt a polloy of consiliation townrd the anarchowsyndl calistos, «s

=

Juno 29, 193,

{The Catalan Foderation} Itz orlentation is es always, va.r..ablu. imcﬂni 1:
' Uy relatlonfwith its loaders have svolved through various stages; collahoratton,
"rupture, new coliaboration, new rupture, Right now we stand in the lotter situ-
ations . 0P to t+he lmiﬁcation congrsaa (the dots are Ninvta}, - .

. ' Txxx
July '?. 1931- '
In a for ﬂa'ys the zupplmtm eloctiune will take plaoe at Bazéalom...

THOEs LAYE bewn viraeial undsrotandings Lotwass tha 3o {af 2nota) and Huwunin,

The former will officlously support the latter; apd it is nlmm‘. b:r means o"’ thia
that he will be eleated...The left offioicupgly made soms gootures to ms to pro-
sent my gandidacr. X roplied that I shall asoept only lu czse I should be pro-
sented by the Catalan Federaticn and on condiiion that the left would meke no
gosture in favoy of my candidacy. The Federation naturclly presented Mourin.
There s8t11l remcined the provines of Daros)ona where thros daputles 2o o be
olested. The Fedevation is promentirg no candidates. Friands in the province
proposed to me that I should be presonted us an “independent Communiste, sut T
rofnsed fiatlye..

July 15, 198,

esoTor the Ord mmber of the Huview I wrote an artic].a ageinat the 1lgtaken
of l'aurin, %a oaxaot mainiain silones on them without bho greatest danger for
the ;rovomands, The elesboral cemyalign vhilch the Bloc hay parcicd o2 thews lagt
fow dayn has had very littls of a Cotrunist natures.. i o

xzxx 2361
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July 15, 193L.
e are o511l o very mmell miolaus in Spain...Ws work in perfoat agxamnt ord

+2 the greatest eathusiasm,..0f the I, S, comrades I kuow only 41ll. Yo made
a 2004 inpression oo re. I have heswrd the most contrudictory oplulons ronm il. and
Fo and I ouiat to dsclare to you that I ineline mors to tha side of the less
favorable rogzests. But, I zorsat, all this Is morely mipposis io'tu-—n-a'xcatt-uqﬂts.
Ard I otlll do rot Judge 'wself informed enmugh to exprasgs a definlte oplnion
as I dif for example on Cermany, becausa i imew the parsons and saw cleerly in
tha conflict.

A fow words on one of the points which wrongly sugeests disturbonces to you,’
vhers yoi gee in myr atvifude come "alementa™ of "diplamacy”. I ueni 4o sposk of
Rosmer's vialt. X mat tcll you above ull that I on convinced of having spoken
to you ebout L%. Pui, in acimality, thers was no important matter to speak of,

He wap Lobo;/c.._oa,_,h in Wa jndgzent =nd 442 nod sxpross himsolf oa for as the Spans
inoh afisirs ara concerned in the sense whiok you indieate, On the Franch quesntions
ho relaved some things to me which I Ymew well cnoughe And I must tell you sip=
carely that oa thase mlas'b'.d‘w T 38111 do nat sen 2la:rly cnau‘gh. Y rmaat ace
Lolizlor end Frank pe:aom.\lly and talk with them... -

zxx

July zo, 1931, ' '
- If wae covld only have a weokiy nb Barcelonal It would rap'lﬂly becaw an
organtaing centers I I had X,000 pesetas, I sould spend it lrmmediatalyees :

Xz

August zs. 1931, .

k3 hava tha oonortmnity of establishing commnist ormni..atiana “bare in Bevar-
al cltiés, - To what organization should they sdhere? To the Bloo or to ihe office
is), Poxiy? "I have'a good dsal of hesliation en thias point, _meke Them ad-
here %0, tha offioial party is guite difficult, for there is ctically no organie
zat:l.mrln Catalonia, - On the other pend the political, position of the Blog is at
praesant.so. false that 1t 18 no less difficult to ndvise their adherence .to thiaw )
org,..m.za.tion. St111 I'am inclined in ravor ot th:l.a second solut:lon... . S

o 10* s the moat important task is now the pablication of the weekly. Y.
pasged by hare and will. pass by agsin in 4wo or three days. We shall saa-ther Vh-wc; ﬁ-"(-
thres tazethar.with Lacroix at Barcelona, in ordar definitely to settle tho plan
‘of wox']ut. He tas al.eudy mtp'olieﬁ a littlo monNeYese

A rmr 'nord.'s on the French aimation. Either I cxtpressed mycelf vary poor-

- 1y (which iz gulte possible, for due to lack of tims I wzite with great precipi-
tation) or eloe you 414 not understand me well., I certalnly So not subordiuate’
{whick rould toe sbmud) the political questiona to persoral questions, I mare-
1y bellsve (nnd you déo too in mv opianion) thab persons play a big role. I have

.not hod tho tima 42 hhke a thorough study of the documents concerning the Franch
queatlon. I am in the act of doing that right now and it 1s surely due %o this .
eireumstance that I do not see clearly onough, Your mamer of viewing thko trade-
unioa problmn asens absclutely correct to me, genorally speakine. Tut I ptill
have beon unable to estimate to what oxtent the ‘arrors which you indicuts fotuel
exist, And it is here that the personal problems ray play & role. Sametimes we
attritute to recple conoepts which they have nover hold, This i uot on accusaw
tion which I make against you {that 1o the furthest thinz from my intentionn);
but thig hypothesia is not excluded oz the ¥ronch nide. I repeat it: these ure
only coanohtres. A grofourd study of the dooumsnte will undoubtedly help me
to axrive &t precise ceonclusions, On the other band I have kown M, (a cireume
stznce which has its importance) and I musnt tell you that the impressioa he pro-
duced on e was excellsat, I scball not fail to acquiainthyou with my defirite
opinlon,” As far as Rosmer ls concerned I comnletely share your viuwpoints..s

3.
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Septembar &, 1901.
I insist uzon thinting that cur most urgent taak is tho founding nt woakly
orzan of strugile at Baroeloltte e

., 5. A1) the Iettors iv tha 1ilot you peni no have crrlved.
XxXxXxa=x

Septerber 18, 1931.

Luclug Lhisae laalb {70 ¥eeks I havs thorous studlald all tha docupionis con=
oerning tha Fropeh oiection. I have opoken ax grsutor_langth on this ytestion
with Il, who, a8 you kmow, is smong us. And fruiy oll my doubis have been dis-
raliods I @m now convinesd thot dho >l it iS not on the side of Hpsmer and lm-
villo (I &1d n0% coe Rosmar this tims), [oveover I Wos Very glad io becoms ac-
gunainted with M. all of whose devotion I anpreciata, and wham I rezard 82 Q SANUe
Ine revolutionary...l mat confoas to you that what Rosmer s4ld about ¥, pro-
ducod A carialn lmprosslien on mes. Bud, [ regeat, I no longer have any doubis on
the matter, M.'s posltion seems to me absolutely correct aund I omlimete the nc-
quisibtion of militants like him =z & gvoat benefit to the OpLOSitiohess

e have consldered at length with some comracdes from Barcelona ae well as M.
and Lacrelx the probles of the aevatual adhereonce of the-organizftions 3o the Rloc
or tha Farty. Iefturally, frowm a prinsiplo polnt of view, you are rights we ms$
maXe them sdhsre to the Farty., Fut the owmplexity of our situation denands & |
combined aclution, At Bareelora, we shall maks everyone udhere to the Partyl in
the Catalonisan Proviness wa shall make thea adhers to the Bleo. ' Eere, for the .
tine ueins, is the only possdible solutions, In the flrst place, it wokld be Aifft- ..
oult <o meke the organizatlons adhers to the Party {they would not want %o go into
1t); in the second plase becausew-ds nob Yorget this-—in Catalonia- the Perty sc~

. tually dows.not exist. In all these groups the hest clenents are with ns ajd une
der our lsadership they will be mble to contribute actively to the deeompoaition
. of tho Bloc, We considored 1% abeolutely inasdnissable axd imppssible to mako
" these groups adhers %o the (pposition and to demand of them thet they adhere to
the Farty. In the fizat placs Lt iz not & uestion of groups composed of Opro~-
citionlsts tut of racent Cowmpistz among whon $hars are some dppositionisto. FEven
in casea whore wo phould be able to make tham adhere intégrally to the Opposition. .
{should that be Gesirable). we cught not to be inolined toward that salution: thpy.
would not be aémitted i1nto the officlial Party and in fach we would be layling ths.
bazes of a new Partys Inalde the Eloc these groups will be a very frukdful dasis
of worlt for usj they will be the pionsera for unity and the most implsnablo’ ade=
veoranries of the oolicy of the leadarship, It ls txua fuut foxr the tactie whioh
¥ redcsziond you con.s.‘..ue:.' an’ Qpposition cenire in-(atalonla Dacsssary.  ADE you
2dd temtuellzyt PXIL you »ecall Y have insisted upon the above slnoe the £irst day | -
of your srrival in Bargolonaj but, ulus, I met with oo sucoess.™ low we have . |
tha%- cunter, Thab 3% wasz naconsary I Lave never doubteds But to achieve it we
requirad olimosnt o Forre . ‘ : L.

octohor 7, 1941,

ootmineeSeons other day I will wrlte $o you at longth on the yueustionm ol a
"nErTOWRT ox hropd" frastieon. I have trounslosed your lovter and we ara golng
to discuane it ir our orgarlzations, I profor to tranmit ny exenien-fr=xewn
personal opinlon to you along with thai of all the cowrades, Nevertheless I
an taling pains to inform ymu that I do not shave your viewpoint which oesms %o
me to ba dictated by insuffiolent information on the situationss, ‘

| ®7E . R363
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Hovember 7th, 1351l. Intiar 40 the I.S.

The persecution o@ which the governsr male “El Sovied" the object allowad us to suspend
publication in ar "honorable™ FAMMETsss

Indeed, we forsaw all {he Alfficultles to which we were axpfosinp oursalvas, IN actcdw
dance wiith thie, and bacavme nf 1t, we did not rush the waskly mblicstion soowsz. Eob come
rade ma]zllnie... made Us solamn p'f'am'i.sss 12 tha mame of ths I.Seees '

But theas promisea ramainsd thin air, end our ccoranic situaiion hLoranc g'-.:-ra. T™he ond
directly cuipabnle for ail this is comrado Mo.l.{_nier who acted with unjustifiable irraspongie
bility...

Truly,a consoious sabotager of the Opposition could rot have done heti=r than Mellinjer,
x x Loty s i e d . 2
Novembez 24th, 192l.

Undoubtedly the I, S. has sens you a cop7 of the letter I mailed i%. on th!a subject {tha
suspension of"gl. Sovieu")....lt is oy purpoze solealy to add that tae Spaniah Oppositlon is
unanimous in asserting the rainoua xole that M, ia piayize in thas Franch T Lime end in the
Interfidtional Oproeition, All the information I posssas (in adtition to your own expeu:iamea)
confirma ma in this opinionasas .

- .Qur wexrk i3 prooaading very rrell, And there _.iB not ths least diffaronce among us._.(in th'a'
Spanish section),. ) . .o

Thero ars no diffarenses on the questicn of "bkoadr :l:ractio.na. It sras a misunderstand=
ing smony us nnﬂ nothing mords.. Coe Lo

xx x

" December 7th, 133 -

You say that the present rag:lme in Spain can be wm})area )'to "Ka-anam.m ....x dn mt ‘
thinke ac. "Torenskylan® was the bourgeolsiots last caxd. I tha a_ncun..ame:rb for October,
Azana. a.'nnouncan Lexfoux,’ thn.t ia, Miliveov, tha bxg bmrgocis:ls.u » ot

zx X x
:E'e‘ornm '?th. 1933 '

I hn.va nothing :mrther to add to what I have written you 1n ny preriona le‘btars on tha
question which sanses cux &ifferences. Vhet mndoa the altuation especially serious iz nob
1%s political aspect, but iis porsonal sspect.  In the case of France, that hin decisive
inportancs.ds ' o : : ' . :

1ﬁl XXX

J‘u.ne 7th, 1932 (f2om two lotters, one of Maroh 1"'!:.1: and one of Hay Dth)

Your lotter of Vay 29in ouwprived na e-cesaivaly through its tone and conten'c. I had
nmade a siacers offart Yo rasume corrospondence whose usefulhess for our movement {cach day
wore important) 13 inncontesteble, I did mt f£ird the omme z00d vill on yomrr Yertses..Your
direct collahoration is precicus to uaj Bud even withous it (since you refuss it) we are con=
secrating 211 aup enargies up to the present to the task of creatinz a strong Lolt Gommmtlt

Torece in Spaifese

I sm %11l brying to esphasize thab thors io uo political difforcucc omong us3, ond that
it is vory unloriunate that tho fact that wo do not share your opinicn on a Tranch mlﬁxg 4

. . . . cw e e
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actual
{militant?).,.has dstermined adbreak, the rasponsibility for which reats sntirs=

1? with yo...

Kovambar 25, 1933,
Noither the Hpanish Oppositlon as soch, nor I parsvaally havs ovar said
that the Zpaalszh Revolutic was fialabed. Tiis is az 1B¥r2didla sonsirosity,
We consider the publicatici of « resslution fror ths G, . on tkbs makter an=-
tirely cuperfimons, for no one hars has ascused ms of having supponted & viswe
point which £3 in funlavensal opposition to cur polibical positiaz,

XXX

EXTHACTQ FBQM TROTSKY'S T¥PPrRS 70 WIN

Bagptember 13, 1330. : .
" evs1 have no doubt that in Parias rom will hs put in touch with tha intarual

struzzla of the Ligus., Taat is why I falnd it necdasacy to sxponad for you
my viswpoint on this gusstion,,, : '

I? you enter into ‘all thess intarnal matters ia Parte {I thlnc you sbouid .
do #0)}, it i9 nacessary that youn hanr both sidas. I would be blanced 1f yoo -
wonld write me the detailed imprassions ywm dring amay from it,

Hots by comeade Trotsky,--Niz d1d not do this, confining bimself to a convorsa~
tion -#ith the Hosxer group. . - ‘ ‘

S

ZTXx
 Hovember 21, 1930, o : ‘ .
"Inscfar as tho ¥astern Zurcpaan Opposition generally haa not liwad = papes.
nent -1declogical And political life, has not reacted $o the important quastions,
bas pot minglal in the Party's internal life, its casual followers (Urbahne, B3E,
Overstraften, Souverins, Pas) were able. to appsar to themsslves and others ss , ;
vor par¢isans., Bub ab bottom Shey contributed the greatest A""‘"}"‘

_ y
blocking the road to the idsas of the Left Oppositlon in the Party, which thay
81l declarad liguidated and desd, onageding that this is mooh simpler ond
oifars tha opportunity of living pasceably in 2 corasr; to devote ome hour a .

waek tc Oppositionlat convsrasticops...

in your lettar occurs the sentence: "A split in France would hase catastroe
phlc consequeonces for us." Obrviously ovary spglib hss an sbnsrool charagtor.
Qbvidualy the withdrawal of Sudenrixm comrads Hosmar wxonld deal a blow %tobLa
Vorite™, sod perocnally, for my pact, I am ready %o 4o overvthing to awid that,
It is in this senss that I wrots to ths Frenc: comralss 2ad to B, himssil,
But I must say that such a split can mot be catastrophic for us... ‘

In oriax that the onsll axtinunal grouss, withuub adeguatd theosstical
basis, withcut tradidions, witiout szparienca, may not loss thomselwss on the
rowd 1a tho process of patient ularification, there musk bs a firm liwkc botweea
tlom, thera nust ba continuoue reciprogal wariflcation, thoro muet ba organised

idoological control, thore mmat be doubla and triple ideolegical tmplocubility,

You writs that Landan announced your correspondence without authorization.
But, in that Lass, whers did ke obtain your corragpondence?.., .
Txx
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Novamber 23, 1330,

++.Tou gpeak of tha backwardnsss of tha Spanish workers and of the necas-
sity for making thexr acguainted with tha funlazertal ideas of Comrunism bafore
posing tha questions of the Left Opposition,..

For myself, I asasrt that I do not considar =vsalf able ta hold a ca:.@-&’&é{(ma_,
pree on Comrunism with tha moat backward wercars without at ths sans tina poslng
tha questions of the Left Oppdsition...If 1 were to hold a confarenzs o0a Comm-
nism with ths moot backward groups of workers, Spzanish or othars, I woull marx
out the road from tha vary beginning by tha felloming declaration: *Tharg ars
sevaral curregate in Coxmunism, I belonz to such and such a curreat and I shall

expound to you how thia current concoivas tha taasza _gf the working c¢lasa,® 1In
conclusion, I shoull sumron the #orkaers to join the organization which defendsd
the viewpolnta I had Just expounded., Tithout th %, propaganda and agliation nc
Suire an acalemic character, are deprived of an orzanizatiowal axis and uiti=atal.
labaly give aid to our aiversaries, i, e., the Ceniriste and right wingars,., f

XXX

Dacomber 12, 1530 . : : : o
I thinz that sven thouzk the Left Opposition Zay oe wealk, 1f it takss upon
itsulf the inltiative of posing the political {agrarian) aad organizational -
probleme of tha Reveluiion, it cac in a very short .sp'aca_of time ccoipy the
loeading position in the movament, I shall say to you frankly that I greatly
"'fear lest the historian of ths future should have to scouse the Bpanish revolu-
tdonaries of not having krown how to taks alvantagze of an-excoptional revolu-
tiona.;y gituation, L

XxXx

Janumgy 12, 193).
. ev.dccordiog to the press, the bourzecis cpposition partiss are praparing to
‘boyeott the electiona to tha Cortes; All ths mors then should the viorkers
have recourss to the tastic af the bogeott. In tha imrediate gltuation, it
cortainly appaare thet we could invalidate Bersnauar's eloctions by an ensgati-
cally applled boycott tactic; in 1305, that was lLow we invalidnted the slection
of a legislativa Duma which wvas merely consultativa, What {4 the policy of tha. .
Corvminists on this point? . Do ther distrituis pamphists on this suvuject? any Q-/ T
«.( :

appeala? any proclacations?...

— : 7 ) {' a\?’,

e —— . xxx ‘&Z"ﬂf; ,&'/.ﬁ-r :{.’;’7&,‘““? _
Fetem ARy 2 A

-,.'c . .\C ld '{(u < f‘f«tgl“,/;hf?#% .,7 / I

As for tha boycott, I 4o not regard myself as convinced...Tha Commmani et »
eohvicusly comritted an error by failing to take the initiative in the boycott,
Tuey alone hal the powar, togzather with the revolutionary woricarsin general,
to glve avdacity and combativeness to the boycatt carpaizn, Howevar it saams
obvicus to me that npirnions in ths bowvsests opposition parties are very large-

ly didpossd ta favor the boycott; in thia fact i% mani¥ested tha symptom of
profound fermsnt in the popular masses. Ths latest telegrams agpsar to cofiym
tha fact that the Republicans ani Soclalists have aronounced hornselves in fay-
or of the boycott. I the Communists had vigorously,é;aolu tham

et the propsr tims, tha 25publicane and Soctaliats would have infinitely mors
difficulty in renouncing thie plan for a boycois..,

X xx
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Jamary 31, 1931, .

» oo From & povolutlonary viswpoing, the jusation in rasolvad i thls manier:
goos tha Cutilan Parciy ampirs to nolitlcal and orcanizationsl indsgendames? or
has it reully conaidersd itself from the bezinainz as o rezlansl organizstice of
tha Spanish Party? ¥a con allow faderallsm in the ptats but mndsr na clrcumetan
ced tn the Varty...

Although the official Savty at it iy vedsy may o5 fosola apd lnaiznificast,
nevorthslesa it possesses all tha sxternal ,historic vonaibilislas in $%e-in Sunsia
and.»veryliing which io linwed wp %ith the USSR, 7Thut 1a wiy to galdz yoursalf

empiricslly solely on the iwmediate relatlon of forces muceas dasgarous 4o s, .

Tha entrance of the Leit Coszmuniaste inko largar sad broader orgunizaticna

is josiifled- in 3pain wore thun ahywhere elsa by the conditlion of the Chaaunnliet -
ranke’ on. the one hend, by $ha revolutionarv situmticn on ihe sthor, et $his ’
tactic oreatss the immediate lauger o the dlssclution uf toe Left Oppoattiond ofw
in othas curconto and fracticae. 7hat is wly the crsubica of o Gsuter of tha -
Loft Oppesition asems to me She Necessur? mamdi%iza and urgent conditlon for the -
easranes of the Lefle in otber organliaticna. A paper 3 ‘tho Latt Gbpoaitchon,
anl 2o intarzal bullesi n, thsea ars noceasary, 10]— LT
Fabruarz 13, k931, S

“ . ewdThe fact Lbai. the Catalan Pedsration eatrusts you with tue: od‘iti.ngf_of
its principal doaumgnta, including thersin tha reply to-ihs Partyta polivical’
daciaration,. is 5 very. valustl s coriguost whlch helds muach promise,., @ UL

2_38

el oA T " B T L T TN S-S oL e T e
-3 Bub navertnoleps iL.Bm reuswing my proposal concernihg.the publinhing at. . -~
Mairid. (o7 in anothsr city) of 32 a Bullotin of Sis Zpanteh Laft Opposltion '
4uch a3 & politically and thsoratically 60l1d monthly organ..,Wl thout that,. the
naw utagze of Bha Bavolotion can catch the Left Opposition off ita guard and,
with. thy wesknass of the Party and the confuslon of She.Catalan Faderation, .
that comld bring abonf. ths most Seccifig-irrsparable disasters,,, ;. .- o

A AL sty L.
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. -
ad

“;hé"ua.77i5,,i331'; i S T S
.. Unfortunately the Commmists wers not the nymohs. of the balleb...That ig
- why they 4id not-achlove any Joportant. conyuests:in the. emfpalgn ¢f tho-lavt two
-7 or.these wontha. s Duriog thoso periods when tha revolutionary flux bacomos im-

+ petuois the sathority of the Party erows raplily, fevarishly, on. condition thas,
in the dedisive turrne, at ¢ho new atages, the Party advincas the necessary glo-.
gan, whoss corrgotnase uill soom be coufirmsd by ovante...In tha coures of tha

1aat.months, 02, tho last waaks, ocoaslons bave Basaon allowed to escapd, Bl whah
is the uee.of -looking back st the past? ~¥a mmet look abesd. of us.. Phe Bevclar
tion is only at the begiming of its-developmact+ We can whn vack a hundred-fold
what we hr7e ollowad to ba.loot...It is indispansable izmadlately t2 croats &
#all-organiied frastion, havwevar amall 1t may be to bagim aith, of bha Eezt Cp-. -
ponition, whioz will pablish ite Bulletin and will have its srganic grawg of thee
ocatlioiony. OF course, that does-not oxcluds the vousiblility of Led: Comuniuts
pariieipating ia broader organisations; on the contrary, it presupposss anch pARe
tizipation, Bud, o% lhe 3awuk game time, that f's nod the iadizpeasabla condttion,

R o .:’: v, e -l frw R
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March &, 1331,

e« .Tho political oxoertance of the Berarnyuor r2ciod dowonabretas Lhodt the
prolaterian Pacty masv firaly adoph = MAaLt1lon of Yoycost on ho admirallus Cor-
tea. The seclulists, tho Zapuvlicans can sbandes the positiong of bopcoit age
sowed by than i they are not contimually Ariwga §o Shs 1s8%. &b the provsus
8uaga o vio Rewoluticen, the {smrucigt arvasleation con nlay tha rol> af a
piall bab evrons flywasel which compsla all ihe tuothad zear wazals of tha
Svaiaiiatu, Begublicans ani even ttae partisans of the Coastitueat Corces to
rovolva=-in order that ths {lywhaal Fay rot bmealc ths tosli 0f the Sooial st
ani coastituslocal whealg,

Te must put forwaxd the slogan of an aciive boyeott: that doen not wanm
simply adaiaining frox prrticigabion in the clecilons Lut devaloning an gusr-
gotic offanvive o cmaak the filesly consilbubed Cortad {oy public westlings,
procianstione, demonstrations, detonncinithe names of ths official candidaten
as enewviey of tha pecple, publlo bSoyeoit of tusse partlcinating to tne elgom
tion, ste.). I think tha rapxastactic of an wcbivs boycott would allew the
creation of Yorkers! Boyoals Camttoag' wnicd, ab tha gpnortune wyTant, cald .
be transformsd into Yorksrs' Juatns,.. . - -

In m7 praceding lotters, I wvote in detall on the cuhosion,of the Lefs
Oppoditicn 204 oxn ite attituds tovard the of?icial Parsy. ‘I do not knv whethe
or you have received my letters and I anm walting impatiently for yom to infom
ma of youy viewsointa on thowe questions aal tha vracilcal measnraes teksy by
you ood youw comersdes., Gueatisns of Faralutionary siracagy and tactics havs s

meaning ouly on condition thet thars azists Tthe asobjective factor® of thiga
strategy, L. 8., o revolutionary orgasization, ovem vary amall in mumbarsat
the stars,.. : . -

ITX 2

WMarch 15, 1531, — ” , : '
: « o How #i11 your participation in the Floc be defined and politically
oxpluained? As thet of a Fepraeantative of s Conrunist fraction or as that of
o rovolutiehidt knom to bs Lsolatod? It is posaible that eome sledents of the
Faderation, in case of nasd for tusm to reach an agresnant with the bureavcracy
ef the C. I.; #i1l latar dsclare Wlat okhay formed a vlos with She pesoantry and
" the revolutionary ety bourgsalaia in ths parson of Nin, _To ezist withiut a
‘politioal pasxport, ' espsclally durinz tho “iavclation, is vary dangearous, .,

txx .

March 29, 1931, . o
I receive from Paris Ya¥aers suowing mors snd more -ulsaiinass on the sube
Jeot of the sitnation in Spatn. I muet tall you that I zhare thin unsaninassy.
. In Spaln the situation is Ravoludlonasy; in 9pain we bave satirely qualifisd
represantatives of the Left Gpposition, By corresponisucs, articlas, ete.,
wo hava glaborates acmathing like a draft platform of tha Laft Oppositiun.
All 8723 ars turned tomard Spain.  ind yet the Lot Oanoaltion a2p.on offiotal
and active organization does no$ exlab in Spaln, ind ovary day lost will havrs
hsavy repsrcussions in the decisive moments. Nobody cutalds of tha Laft Opaose -
ition 13 capadls of zivies a corract orisntatlsn nor a7 leyine doam a proper
policy in the revolubicnary coaditlons in Spaln. Aad yat the Lafs Opposition
does nob sxist; thad proveles wnsasinoss dong Dany 0F ug conrsdas, und I gslinre
that unsasiness,,, ’ :

Rhere Lo the way out? The Madrid comralss talieve that wlth tho assistancs
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of tha Agturisn conrades it is possible to publish a wonthly theorstical paper,
They sre alse riady %o pubdblish a 2uliatlz of ths Lelt Frachion, It sseme o

me Siat we amst susport tham with all our foress, 3By preserving a pormansnt lisi
son boiwsea you and ¥Madeid on the omns hand, bBotwsen Spain, Parle and Constantine
opdb on the othar, "v3 can nchievs th2 novosasry polkiical, theoretical and or-
gualsztiznal harmony, I await your reply on thin quasticn Wikl a gosd daal ot
irpsaticace, all the mute g0 becmuss gy proviens lestors heydy rexeined wnsnowsred
oid thir peink...

Th: orasizatasion of 7our canlidacy in the maiclsnl electiarg is obvioualy
o vary Llwgorinab poind,  Bub Feuw will msaifashly agras wita me Lhat in politics,
abova all Jduring Lhs RHevalution, only thoss conqueats acs imporsuant whigh ars
tranalatad lnto tha groatk of tha Party or, in the inmediate case, of the fract-
ion. Withoul that the tempest of thns Rewelutlion «ill complataly sweep swes the
individeal initlative, {a ths e'ran% of victory for ti= 2evolatioa asswall as in
the event of dafaas...

‘2 % 2

Apz'l.l ), 1931, .
aeel &n attremaly pleasad at your con?eraaces and Four nu.ccansan. Your in~
entisn of cooupying yourself durinzg your trip with-the organization of a Left
Oppauitionior. traction gives ma perbape even iova bape. It i3 important to have
a crystul orpparad; the deysloprent of thy eralnticn #ill ¢create » gaturatad

.olut &+ ) VOIS

XXX

April 13. 3L, . o
I hava jusk reaceived ym latter in which you inform me for ths Firstilme
of your hreac with the Catalsn Faderasion and tha eppearenba in 2 #hart whils of
an orgsn of tha L33 Opposition, “Comunismo®, The lstiar news f£ille ms with go
mach joy that T r'sfb.sa to regrat the several nontha lost in the mabter of fore=
ing a Leit Opposit:.on. I do ot donbt that yeu will via Balk a hundrad tlmsa
the poxind of tive loch...

April 30, 1931.
vo+In your second letier yom show tha n:cesstty of influaneing the Cntal»m

Federation 32l a !rurd.? mxagss ol b:sctﬁm. iy. I su lully in ogromeut with
i £+ - TN N .

But [ conned Jail $0 esphasice frowm hecrs, from far off, the second slde of
the matior. 750 or turze conths ago you agbimatsd thol <he orgunimation mnm
be Won cvor By you wilh 5o difflculties; togather with Maarla you olohoratad ¢
theses, ole, A likile whils lagar 4¢ wan aggertci theb the .Federation, 'hor-nnno
of 1tw eyuivocal ralutions with the G, T., finds vour diract eatrance inko At
rapiks incszoriune. Tals racord i3 in Ty ayss @ riases esalast tha attgmpia v
influeces van Faizration . arsonuily, in:u-.ridu:uy, ncdmsl.aa.ll,r
~=in the lack ¢ 4an orgauized Laft Fraution actlop averyilara %1ih 63 oxn
bannes displuyad. Wozk ihaide of the Faderstlom? Usrtainly, yes. YWork gnbe
L{antly, ia & fciendly macase, withoub Jear of veing chocxed? Yea, yes, yes,
But work ogpenly, ot ag aceraditsd Left Oppusltiunist, an a Bolohsvik«Teninkit
belonging o u frackion, and 23 ons vho danonds for It thLa Sresdem of eriticiszm
and of exgousiing o ooinione, .
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April 22, 1331,
. ..'rl.o most itportunt lnformation in vone latter i the fact 0 your axi-

rgnce into the Conbreol Comuittea ol the Cataulan Fddwration nod the sditing by yeu
‘of tha Jdoily purlicsticn of the Federetion: I cannpt otato what troezanious anse
nificance this fact bas. Only the pollitical premises are unfacrtanatsly nht
clear %3 wr. Seroral weeks gsan by, you +pute thud i waps oblized to oronk
srith i Faisration Lecsasa it laeedeve considarsl toas Four clhagrenee fo bhe
Lets Dppoaiviun uas fncownsbldle with adasranca to vnz Paleraiican, 16 obher
words, btko lLa2aiers sbtosod themsalves etbremely hostilas 10 38 snd evpluyed the
n-at.hodo r0d ghropzsloey of the 8Yalomlet Muresacracy,  AfSer thaoi, your autrosca
, 8% tha and ol several waske !.n‘;c tho leading peritlocas of t'..n Fadaravron, ¥ sa-
I surs yoq, dlsoriantactes ma .o Im"'a agsant, #hat has hiopensd to the Tader- -
""‘~ atioen? des the comsoalilaon of 1ig lendors changed? Sas thouse am&mﬁu&% fﬂ-t:t.{

Jfesdtbsa radicilly altared nndar tha influsnce of tha Fapablicon uvorihsow and
.\__,,ha—-'n-éfaﬂ'x) S EXC et b e Hara bhuy loct tuw hopa ©f by
iag rsconcklad wilza the buraiGaraay of Shs €. I.7 a2 204y ovudilion did you
ante: ths Fedarationt On all those guesiions 1 vhall avaeit your raply witl
graal lopatlianca...

You wrota bhat j.a wers diaposad to nrilize ryour journcsy for tha STEENIZ~
ing ot ths Laf't Fracttom, Unfortzpetely thore is 0y mention of this iz your lab-
tar, ' ) .

How as b0 the genecral ‘political angle of these facte, Ths Catalan Fojer-
aticn, accoriung to what T underatard, has not and dose zot suek ior & general
Spunisu orzanization. If thir is eo, Shen 4% iv Lasding itwell &nd iha Cats.lan
labor moveaent intc -defeai.,.Praciaely the forse of ths Left Oppositica in
8pa1n could aad should consist in r=isinz all thase guestions to a historic
pitoh uot pammitting isolated groups and ascte to dsatsoy the Davolution by
provinclalism, by passive or sotive nebionalism, dy bursmicraily zyopin, abe.

Wa bavs loat much tima o this field, ani tize is a very pracicus Fagtor in the
‘Revolution. A new loza cf tina wauld b9 8 crime, On ths Spaaish Corcuaiste and
on you gersonally, dear frisnl, reste a tredendone higtorical rosponaibiiiby.
" Tha Catalan PFedsration ia only eu ersoyfor influence, bul not » gure Lover.
Without & serioue principle basis, =ithout a olsar stratezic lins, the Cstalan
T roderaiiowrmengrariad with rumgroas prejuiices, would mot tteelf otsnd um updsr
tho teris of the Revolution ond rould bs daleated at the zaxs sbarp turm, A
snill bud firm-darxiet miclons, understanding precisely what 1t wants, .can
pave not only the Catalsn Padepation, tut also the Spacish Revolutiom,. Only
on oca condltioas thdshzall nuclsas ooeh napch oader Lte owa cless progranm and
under ite o#n baoner, - . .

. . I vag you te ':'cpiy to me Ay yuidcly as pom poasibly can, orecively on these '
Questiona, concading that in 1y syes thay have dsciasive importance,

Yote by. comrade Trotsky: Fio has navar repliad to these queetions and hua
‘navar explained on what busie he enterad ths Central Conmittes of ths Bederation,

F -

May 235, 133k, \(a’ ’
vy Yot 0o8 t.ﬂe.r. the ord of ry na-r wori na tha S€ranish Rovelutioca, &

astuh » woaiderable nuzbher of &y lettore aldrassad t2 yomw, at Lhe saun time
elinliuting averytidng which had n pereonal or "polemical®™ chasacster, no mattoey
kow ifriendly; I loft only the principle? zrd political conelderations...

Note by courade Trobosy: Nin expungad All these letters from the Spanieh

gdition.
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ciliatory pomtﬁ"n—'ﬁmﬁa tho anarchesymdicaiiete, thos is tv say, ouoatitutas fop

anlBua

May 31, 1331,
Unfertunxsoly U connot essimilate tha resssuring obsapvationa you make apr-

opos of tks yituation Ip Epain end msau'aur in Cstulcnia, Yor find that there
49 no reason for faarlng premature gvants in Cainlenis, ovan grantivg that tho
ancrebcarrilealints who aoepgeds tne hogemeny 1ln the laber mevomamt lold en ¢
the sorxoce #ith ulli their power. According to you, the Cabalan Felaration i9
nctine, in tny saxe direckion., T sos io thia irformziicaoyrnicl L9 in agrassent

Cwibh ske iaforaudisa of the bourgevis pratae on bhs anarchosyndlceuliate, ot 3

sourcs vl mitigation but on the conbrary & acuros of diaguiet, So fur ag I can

Judge, lbue susbuicsyalicallats are cerrying on o policy of conuiliation vewacda
the p.or and Logboiled repize of Coldnel Muiela, the Barcelenlun upant 0Z the

Madrid impesinliets. The coarchoayndicelisd lsuders lawy probauly becomsg the
anderligutonats and in fuet tho agonts of thilonel civil peace in Catalonta.
Aw_for ws I cun Jodge from yoar lettor, ¢lo Culelan Federation eoceupies a cone

the ravslutionary polivy of the unlited front the saportunist policy, dafending
and JreaaTitovragz tho anarctosrndicalists snd Lhareby tha Maola regime. It is
recliaaly in this that I see omd of ths dsnrces of fatal explouisn which can
taxe on & dangerous charassd? in a certaln atagis. Ths task of the irnds unlons
1@ nob tou Lold buck the worlkars but, oo ths coatrasy, %o mobiliazs and organize
them for the offensiva...

In arder thet :ha raatrai:;ing of premsturs and wireasonadle actionms may not
be tranafocxsd into o Memshaviet eztinciion of the Bavolution, ws must hava &
olesr staategic lina, ths ndvanced workers muet cleerly unierstand it in orisr
that they way tirslsesly expound it to latzo magses. The Catalan Faderation
obvionaly hat no strategic lime. Its leadars faar tgpondar oe the fundaxental .
psoblems of the Revolutioni; othedwine thay would not have that ianfantile and
atapid faur of "Frotaktylum? whloh espceasses the sntire sxtead uf thoir polidi-
cal thought, Solidarity with such lesders instead of opposing to then a seri-

- ous aod tenacionu policy, evan im the most friandly Sone, msans hesding with open

arme Losarda traglc errove. Bub on that I have oftsn xritten and I shall not
“yatura to L, ' : : . "

June 23, 1931.

+».T0 #in over the proletarisn miclous of tne Cutalan Padaration, It 4w nec~
sasary to crestes & fim aaclgus of the Left Oppositicn i3 Catelunis, and correspond.
ing prbiicabivne, ab the very lesst, a btuilatin in the Cotalonizo lLanguage, We mast
subali Mouria o » pitiloss snd pacsasing eriticism #hich ovents will: brilliantly -

confirde. R . .

Tha fact thab ihe Stulinists in Barcelona kave drawa 0 their silds sgveral doge
ena of uncaploysd-=ap you write--iw in my opinicen en imorbast ayzptom which snesks
sgaines the Cutalon Fedessticn, Fbw cen the lesding rovclutisnery orgaptzation rail
to influuccs tha unsnployad wihe reporesant the left flank of ths movetaat? I think
thut the reason for this is the opportunise of the Pedarstion, tha abaence of activity

snd vigor om ito part, 1ts promobture Mwisfom®, thot le, opportuaism. Daring the
l'aw].u.t.ion, tho wurkess pass qalckly from ¢mo organisatiin $o ano%bor...
r x % .

Jnly 203, 23 LEY]
eesly uriticinom k% not tis Lact thut you write libtle, or aeldem, tut thnt in

your correspundonce you vhatlinntaly aveid cartain qasiliona..,

Thers yos gtill L ops roxant which dlsipisied e, Ton cannot’ be lgmerznt of Esammr

Roszer's prasent position,.. GQn this qQaoatilon, I havs daen anlti.ng more frackioss’
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on your part. If you consider that I have mad comuitted such or such sa error towarda Roscer,
1 am ready to hear any criticlem whatsosver, even ths harshest, and I am raady to 23 everyihing

t0 mand ths =Xz situation which has been intensifled entirely and exclusively bacwuse of
Rosmer. But I insist that bhe fuct thuab you kosp me vninforasd rogarding Romser's visit, not
informing me of what hs wante, proposes, and of what, according to your oninion sxd your esti~
masion, I should do on thias question, disturbs md & good deal, It is in this, in oF oninion
that thers is an alemant of Fdipliomacy™.

E & 7

July z7tk, 19 el
S 4 1mri.s{that that part of your letter devoted to Roswer has producsd a bisfarre ime

prossion vpon ms., You Arite that ws camot separade political significance from parsonal aig-
nificance, That ie corrscbt I ineist upon that all the time, Now, it ssgnms $o me that not
only do you saparate political from parsonal significance, but that you ara inclined to
eubordinate pelitical Lo porsonal nignificence, We have undergozne & serimsp of soparsbions

on an international acale} We have freed cursslves from Overstrastien, who reprasenied a
Belgion addsktanxefx¥x gdition of lsurin, and whom Homrer balf gupported (he dosa sverytbing

by balves); with encrmous sfforts, we have separabad curselves from the Monatiicts and sewdw
" Monattiste whom Roanor has obstinately supported; we havs carried on a struzgle againat Lxks.
¢he syndicalist hadgliding  (Gourget) who anproached us only through RHosmeris fanit; for & yoar
Rosmer opanly and clgarly prevented a palem}.c with the Bordiguists; finally ha suppOried the
Landsa clique on whose methode and viewpointa 1 have written ind a safficiently detallsd mane
ner in tha circular lebter. "It 2esns that all thess Questions are suparepolitical, very often
"87gn programstic..eBut you write thal you want to soe nollintar and Yrank to decids on vnuch .
8ids you lhnd. I con In no way compra‘hand that..- ‘

: an. af an mtemationul organization, co:nd. wa sct in coase ot new pri.ncipls dtvergemn
in the different mectionesl Ara we golog to transpord the reprosentatives of the 4wo groups

to evary cupital in the world? ' I¢ .thers scms misanderstanding-ewhich ia 1:111 ok olear to

m-nt B profonndly pr}.notp'.‘. ed or spidedio ch.ara-..t.er? _

Perhapn being too occuplod with Spanieh matharo. yon 40 not read the toralg: publi.cnt one
of the Opposition, gmong othars, La Verite, the Russian Bulletin, and abowye all, tha Intumti.on
al Bulletinl’ Oth.rwiao, I sbould have $6 undsrstand it timw! ALL the idsologlcal work of -
ths last two yesrs ls non-exiatent for you, in its place should be substituted personsl in an-
pressions, 3ui that would be 1mpuuisn1m anil not Hmlm. It 1s obvioun that this .camios

be your poelicyess oo . . .
X z z '

' \_.lnguot 26tb, 1931

You compledn of not recsiving a lettar from mao. Howsvwer, I have written to yov 0 lave
often than you bava to me, Tapecially I .sent you & leng lettsr concornlng Nosmer, Up to ihe
preasnt, I do not incw 1f you have racelved it, On the other hand, the Borun conrades ‘oo
plain that’ you ‘do not resly to anytne's lottern..-

I e mwu‘l.f obliged {o declars in an a.bnolntslr formal manner, the foncm!n.gl Al) thowe
persopal .¥accueations® which Rosmer projacts against Molinisr were known by us iong belera the
conflict and togsther with Rosmer, we cokeidar these asccusations as slanders and took pelgaren
t0 force the planderers to aocept responoibillity, BRosmar has stoopesd to dringing forth those
accusations again only after thers ha? arison a political conflict batween hm end Muliplerses

L X x =

Septembar let, 183k,
I have received your letter of Augnat 2E%h, You poma bafora yrmraelf the problem: vhether
to mumox Lhe workers into the Party or ths Foderationt..,

To Jndge Yy the prasent remlts of col Laboration with the Federation, they ars bringlug
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us, iz ny orinion, moro harm thinn buadllts  The watiys procs of tho ¢,I, and shovo 211, Fraevda,
have :zads ue roopoacible for MHourinte npportivdzt conficion, MA11t: antialarc 0 Lo 'Tacite
hovs spursiiad 2 el o Uhiln,  flownver, we rmind Treelr with 4he YWadoratim by loavie- £t <le
moot uncendliticunlly, In othor -myds, tho o-paviage of follhemtbion sith the redorasiac has
wae'iovod ur oan o2 Spu il ard LSomasi mal seale, it 12m coatrlbulad -dwept rTothiac 4p the
Catelon ze-des Tt L 312 to deuamarerwrmmeemodn 2telio a b-lances In 1y opinder, an alrups
polltiedl uwra 1 aosgesnosy fa ocder oo Ge ekl ot coniito (0 ceonfuse oursolren <ith
Maourdino. +» Tauzists qdvantagan ad ngr lebrLont,

Te cof-§ corteet povelirs an’d D0 %o cadl for a Covarlet fwwrbivm 1o1't feacilien, to
form dte wzitve vl ' lomanl thole adsistoice imdo She Famtyz, That io mo Lo ox:ludas vho
gloult monz mwtion of Lofs wnite 46 woll i tho Uedecatlor ag i the ofTicial Torty. Tut
for ouch o polley, we ruet Nave an oiticlal eonter, oven Sho saallest, of she Lofy Conosition
in dasal vz, IZ yov remoibor, I havo ireisted uron ke aheve Pfro she Mlrst d of 7o ups
riza) {2 Bus-looa, bubt nlesf 7 Bul v Succosa. £Evon row, [ ceo = ckher road,

ese-liliuct 3 doubt 1§ souns fo docmer thad kRio oppemants aro izvaiiay CSiffarcnees. That
is 2vnloiaed bacause tocner olapss troclacly here o quoutis™ aal: werdn:e This ma me
tremoadous parsoaal au:lititos aml g Vory ectlaable pacte Jut he bns thrce Tmulisy 1) e 4s
no #@avdct, o) Ho is ap rorolutionaye I) Ho 18 not o polittodl ™l

Ly dlifer-neoa with Rosmor boswm alnest on the: Ciret day of. his refura from Frinkipe %o
Peris, rut back into his oz oaviropnont, he alrmost mutomsticeily rosuwwed nis old relations
an: habits o3 vaoutht. Veorito, zat om fell smoop,ocbvisusly ndopted a ezndicelist doriatiun,

On the subjoet of MosDonald and hiz Perty Roamer wrofe no othormice than In thiis spizlty Thag
tnsy "do not undorstand” Aot nocoscary At Us to defond Hho intorests of tho srarwlez clast. 1If
cuvior deterinings botwcen animila hy thoe didseeving imitre, by these wowrds "do uod unlerstand”
Roemarts ~anver of thinking 15 detormined. He coastdorod buay Bio Tarty 45 wze daln, sad
La Torita i5 ansthore “He faold no neod for the Intnrnatil nal orzoaisation, ile hud tho mla-
tisas with 4t that one hos witt a heavgy burdor, lio protecved Uverssraeten, sbo Losaigalots
.and ovar thing eiich in codus d and undotermined, whoraby seddrns a weint of support o ais

Jam laek of deteminetisne I 1t vore a guustioa o o young conrade, we could Gowdiloss cay
to muzselvnast "o will lecamfe Bui Wloriunataly, ikw everybody was waltiag lor soamor to

.%cach others, 'and vary . snesuily, overvons wes disilinsloned, From this wrosc 0o cuasliet of
tee 1ivir and rovolutl mary scrdtes with the doamor group. Poceusdiug aod oridlcleoins jemmor
in porsonal loviers, I have ab oho sane tlue doro aveoys ing widon rosbed withise ve saloguard .
awt anly o ualiyd of the oraii.abion bui vlio ourorts rospousible positi o wl:ala ite How=
oevar, he arrived at no compreomisc, He wantod to crusb thoie young corraden who, bacicnlly,

wore right agnlngt hifeeses
X X X

Septomb o 27th, 1981 ) e . : - ‘ )

essMust she Span‘gh Lolt Cppocitl.;m e a musew oo a drood Toackivafe, oT0dcy, 30 fav as
Catalonia ¢ concerned, the nuostlon was Jewody, as I s00 It Ly Jour levter, us Juvllovss ot
@4 ourion the woskors to eater the olficlal Cammnict Farty or tha Jutulnn Jederniion?. ..o
ono oari wmly asscort that tho Loi't Opposition even uow will a$ill cull thw uerkers o cvotor
the tatalan Foderuntion? I calinot undervtuaid lte, It Fould Lg u vary gravo idotase whiel waeld
not anty weaizan tue Lot Oprowiilon qub cloo dighoner 1t

Tha mestlon mojarding o olllel d Fasiy 1o gocad ouadenlon dn [Tiiolndcesel! T uliaySo
thought that cany o rades do noT uppocedate eullelently i pascibiiisies Jow develoeont of
the OTfioinl Partry in Joains This (g .ok tha ealy tine thot T sve w=idtal o abovo, To ig-
aore the offlelal karwy as an loactuary uwasity,to turn our becks usoca 1, -hat wou'd ppoar
ta mo a vory secat miniakos On tho comrary, vo uatb protucs o coame faward o widlleaklen
of tho vines vich rogonet 80 she olfielal sactys devarlialoos, il tack g Uy 2 ases 4o
aimyploe 47 lony au o roaanl & rows Iracilon, th'n Lalt o generclly uracconplisluils, fo
provako {uside tho oflficial Purty o sorious *urm {n favor of a uml.n ro oua oaly uesoxmpllsh
whon ‘re badoms u uurlous . mrsce The opronoasa of “broaddfracti.a™ renly <o thadr ' LY e
Group avoud us a lar;;e isyer ol vorkors, wo weuld be (racoy owed by Gl vy ach inta a
vueoad parbye I vwaar inat uds weument adtounlld 16s I8 WO romion by Wil pwsly feraal
mothod, then, in order to aveld the Junjjor of a sucoid pur:.y, tho hul:;huv.‘.l;-».-‘..u:;u'.fu‘.;a should




la,

genorzlly disappear from tho carth, That 48 oloo what the Stalinists want, Pold bical m..'!.thn-
slenimm 13 most contradfotory to wia raturo of all fomms of Malthusisnism. Brary political
current which jwa coafidence ln 1ia furces cernct fall to leck forward 4o undfylirg the lexgeat
posslble mosses aronnd it..e

ke e —

THo Yoft Ovponition would Decoms e cect if 14 errived ot thie corclusion that ite task is
solely criticlam of the actions of the offlclal Party ond tho mass organicatinns of tho prow
lovariats, “he Spanish revolutlon i3 a facte Thom has besn a tremendous swount of idna loss
without thet, Inelnding thapein, ibnme Lost by tho Jusnloh Lot Opposidtion. 16 & yomd' we wWill
not bo ¢hle to roprodnes, followling owe rl-aairen, the revolptionzzy siteation vhich e ave to-
day 1lgmortngs It i precinely in Speln theid the Cprositlon con bocome, withim o short lupea
of time, n larse farce, But tho firat cordltion for thet 1z: Mot ‘o bs afraié of bocoming
a farea, it 4o Jook forward to Jt.ee. '

X x =

Hovenber 19th, 193L
eeraeynu Trito on the "honormbla™ susnenslion of ¥ Soviel as & refueal %o subais 1tinelf
t3 the Tormal censure of the governor, I find thia itwrner of posing the questlom incorrect
in prineiple, A re7olubiomary organisation emnot ccage publicatim in the fomml of a cimpls
political damonstraticne This act 1a workhy of a demoorat hut mot of a iiarxists. 4 Marzist
should mrie uss of tha lesel poseibilities to the very end, complamenting them with 11lagal,
sotions, * Tharo is vothing "shameful") 1s submiocion to cenaur‘o) AL you have not the foxce
-to Go awey with 13; 1t-1s a question of the relation of forees, but ust of sbstrest moralilty.
.- To-ceass publication without replacisg it with en 1chgal pubiication simply ﬂignifies ﬁesen—
-:"'t:ton. In thet I see mothing “honarshle', .

_ - Then heoxe could un have acted? To exzlain openly and cleavly %o tha woz:l:ara the oxisting -
.conditicnny The internal sapport on the part of tie workees 1s Insufficient, the support pro-
-mised by frisnds does not ocme—we aro oblized temporarily to cease the pubiicatlon of EL.
Sovist as a woekly—but we are.Btopping dack ouly the better to leap forwsrde ‘Workess, held
usl- Shexe iz bow, i.n my opinion, you shonld have wotivated the temporary suspansion of the
WBMY-UO ) . . -
T ‘ . X x X

i

. nave::ﬂ:ar .':Bth, 1931, - : ’
"+ . on the grossast.errors in Spanish politina, e eoni'ined ou:.-salvea .‘m. oarrespondome to
N mtu.al porsuasion, ond wa &3Q not unnsceasarily transpoxt the dincuaainns onto the inta:mtion-
.. el-avena, even in tha mo ofriendly foms, Bub MELER Mi11l%s entirely false and opportunistie
latters fram slr.»a:l.:nL T oy open renly (whis I consider a mictilto)s However, the misuvderw
standing arising o:u the baslo of the bhudgeb has become the object of en intermationsl intrigue.
I shail not conceal frowm you thab this incldent cxdéstes an exiremsly unfavorabla improgssion
. upmt mas ~I thluk yor.should be required to explain your firat .a.attez', to ‘tele hack your ace.
‘ousaticns, widca are abaolntely impermisscble in fomm Just as much as in bnoia, and to steto
yhether you intondsed your letier for latermetional circulaticn, In this vy, we could constder
the. ineident liguidated and the usceasity for an lnterpaticnal polemle bould disanpear,.e.
x X X . ' . -

ﬁnwamhor 16th, 1941
AG it appears (izeidentally you write the ssas taing) you have not rosd the thosla om the .
\mrld situation with sufficicnt care, othexmise your objsction 18 incemprshensible, zvoryihing
depeads on the manner in which we defino "Ferensrism™; Aa the lnet bowrpeois sovormaent aficr
whioh the bourgenisie mst poerlok, or as the lnst left povormment, ithe fw-thest Zoft which the
boumzeolate cen advence in tho sitruggle for ite rezime, aud which can pave the bmz-eooisiu{
I-pertn-sa-wny perlsh) or yield place o a Faseint ,_,ovcrnment.. Prorything dopends upon
4ho Telatimm of farees and above all upos the existonce of 2 rolid revoluwtivzary par u:r. wile¢h
thora 1a not in Spsin.

Iz Spein theve 1o a Liberal goclsllst coslition govomzonts Thooe dhonb I nscert thet 1%
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v 19, \
3a tho “last® or tho "next to the lask" loft governanent, that fs, that thare in 5till open tha\
possibility of a govermment further to the left, a "socinlist" poverrmments which by bo meens '
gan 1nlallibly maxit the ond of tho bhouwrgeviole. Lot us recall that in Germery the ooclal-deomde
eratic, “mogrtatx "Soviott govermrend (thab in, ihe Turthest loft there could peosoibly have
beean} saved tho bourgeoisioc, Tho sane thought is Turther dovoloped in oy opinton In relation
+o the situation in ¥ngland,

svsssnsTho Intornatiomal Qpposition manifosted lowairds the Spanich Jvposliion ozeapbionel,
attention, if we take iuto consideration the waskusses of cur forcos, Tis world cricis stouck
irdi{rectly but vory rosliasticelly ot el tha comrrdes vmo huve the oppostunity of slving finmme
cintl suprort. Unesploymant grew unboarably sovezs sveryvhero in glamizg propuciicns. ioong
the Garman Oppositionint comrades, rany ave completaly depeived of moeas. The onblre Garman
Oppoaition was not half so rmen the object ofF the avieoiion woick tho Spanish Cpposition roe
colved, mltliough right now in Germany tho cltustlon is incomparubly —ors acute thvn ix Spuin.
Under these conditions to rake up aa internaticzal scandal bocmisa twe o> fares comrales dld -
not give wozulorly encugin due to Tipencial diffloslties, vihem they wero thoroughly relied upen
to contrilmie suppert to the Spanish publicetic--ng, that is impemmissibla, In this we havs

a coertaln splrit which is foreizn to us, vhich is ncithor revointiorery, ool proletarian, nor
commmuint,

The -fmni.;- corraloB made & graat muber of nmistukes, thay lost 'l:j.r_-e, thoy lost menoihs ard
monthde A reries of comrades s5aw those mistekes, observed them with Riewp une.aniness, kopt ace
cusing me of excusaive indulgence...bBut to the very end, we manifested with regurd {o the :

Spanish comrsdes much npore atirese patierce in quas":l.ona of trependois po]itical sipnificance,
- Confronted with the Pirst financial difficulty, the Spuanish cormrades rake ‘l.‘lp o intearnationel
soandals

The only explunabion I can £13d 1a his; tio Sparish comrades locked fbr cccealons to
- support Howmper direstlye Maving 20 principlo besis fo~ this, that is, withoui risidzg opam -
. flefanss of a acandalfWd political position, tha Spanish camodeg--mnforinnately, you sra coe
_of thesowwprofited by the fiwsi sdvaniagoiun or disadvaniageons oppertvuity to lend ludirest
. mappert to Resmers Thet is the =olo paychelogical oxplanasion of tho Spanish. comrados' maaner
ot a_cui.ng.

‘ x T =

a‘mmry 1'?'!:11; laaa S _
.Hy impression of the mle the Spanish Opposiitlon io playL.g in :I.ntemtima.‘! offaics To~
mains excesdingly unfevorablesesTuring the three yosrs of my foreign cxilo z mrocess of sclece . .
tion.0f the truly Tevointionsry elsments in the Onsositles mud thddr aapmtion Prom tha Ph.tl:l..
_ ptines who are simply dasarters ook placwse In this tehi the Sranigh comraties took ac parde - -
'i'hoy intervansd on internationsl uesticns cniy in ceses nhers they vensidarod thomsalves pode.
“sonclly effronted, and in these casas, they intarvensad in such a4 oomnor tha't they alded tho do-
- sntr:rs from our rankau. . .
; x x = ’ ' '

Jone 15th, 1932 ' "
$ Youy letier of Juns '71;11 conbalnu‘i a sarios of strangs mism-.c‘.»mtandmgs- Breemy
< 1)..1‘ psveral of your Lotsars contalning certaln politieal mesi;ions to whick I bave mt mpa.!.ad

\?r\m_pz.‘..t..s'aa-ﬁ., 1% was nevsssary slmply to pose the msstlons agelnfinstead of losing Himo on
_gensTal considaratioon on tho profit of the norTespordence, Now I ropoat ithls proposnly Enmioe
rato for me, I beg you, these ciestlons om which you have recelved mo rply from mpg I vill une
dertake %o roply :Lr:med:l.ately this tlme na I have always dumpe in tho pant, .

2} You write that I rofuse aid fo the Spanish Grpositicme I con ouly roply to this matter by
ghrigging my shouldems,. T pend yon all my warke, letters, circulors, etc., thet is, all the
documerio which I send fo all the natlouwl sactlons, Hono of these =oaticns accuses 212 of dae
rylng suprart to it. - Pochaps you mesn that Tishb row I do not coasorn ryself parilewduarly wita
Sponiah zroblzms? Thab fa trhe, but thal 1o explaiced by cobjeative political reasonds I the
dc?alo;r:.enh of tha Spanlsa ¥=f Rovolublan, X =50 19 now preblame of a princlple mature. uring
thpse lazt months, thare have arizex in tho Us. S. 3. Hep in Germany, ead in the Oriend, ever
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new prob]?a# of tremendous woights In dividing my working time, I mn giided by political ideas, \
I sent you all the mamiserlpyts devetoed 1o Comman matters, at the ssme time T oant thenm to Gornsny,
I balilove that the Cerman problems aliect the Spanish cowrades Junt oo clcsely as the Spanich \
probloms. I econcede thet you ropord the problen othormvisa.

2) Tiually you write that T stopped "halplig" boemzwe-wo wers not of thu simeo opinlon un difw

‘Pferaut couradess Lvogythlay has its llalts, comrade Ziin. Iz iz woy you think that the Quooe
tian of apprseiation of sich or such a cuzwads czi obli sabe mo to change my pollitical rolations
townrd a rovolutlonary orzanization; evd dospito tias, you inslgt upon our corrospordenmce, atd

You escort thet it 1s "veory usefil”, I do not urndarotard thic at all,

4} ou repeat omce oy thal re have Do politicd) dilfferciaces wilh yon. T woild bo very hsppy
12 tioo matite bad reully beea lio that, Imb elresdy, before thio Incident wiih the Fronch cobw
rades wmiok lest all ity gignilicancs l.ong :.oo, J'. wiroue %0 _,rcu thet youx letters hed a purely
Aiplamatic cacractar. You confine vourself to shytresticmr, to banklisi ag, ead rov have nover
replled 4p conercte politieal guociions, If you .eaf through py Jetters to you (und I have ot
zy houco a camplebo sei of copics) then youtll De sersiuaded -without offord that boanocath a for=
oal sgrocment thers can b discovarsd ln each caze a Tundsnumiel 4fssvreemort, That is vy T
Cthink fnet my ofd to e Spanish Opposlfiva would kavo bean botter 1F par on thenn quoations of
‘ddsputo we had e:xchanged cu~ opirima nct by privaie retters, shioch rennin withunt romult, as
the entirs pasgt Ras convinced me, but by publiec ox se-:n-puhlic lotiers, for exwuuplg, in the
Spanish Bullatlu, zo. toat tke Spanish comrades couid take part in the collectivo claboration

. of opinion on ell tho dismted queationes I think that a whole serles of dlspatod questions, -
“Spanish as ouch as Interpationad . caz and et ba sabmitftod to a serious prineipla ‘Aomasion,
without any coxcealmest bahind personul sympathies and antipathies, beeauss I ihink that cueh:
a metled not cnly is not- proper, but alco 1a inpemiasible cmoig mmmmmmm;m
revmwiamry circlas, espeuiclw' in. Bavxist eimles-

x = x"

o Saytmber ‘2ot 1993 .
" Several wesks ©ge X mte to '-rm asking ym o tell ne ‘arer..isa,, ?.'hs.t "uostions :vcu haﬂ.
brought foxward In the lotters you bad writien $o re which I hed not received. To this Anst -
‘letter I have receivsd no snsvery . I% was aanb Wﬁ:—d-an-lzrf, Just as tha yresent latter 1a.

._:heing sant ‘bm—iw-iﬂ-:r.u

x

b?‘u;,rj:@.‘ w-u-u( . :

» X ai‘tnmarﬁa regeived the inforrmtion that the Span:.sh com-a.ﬂ.as—- .
" “wom poracoeliy sbove sll cthars--patinate the situation in Spain 1% he vensd that the revolu~
" “itica has come Yo an and,. fhere iz no nsed te say how serious this quesition 1o in determindng
“political perspostives. It seens to mo absolubely necessary to brlng Mullost elarity into
" thiz problam.  I% would he mont mreforable if tho new Ce Ce wuld clarify its viow point om .
thts guootion in 2 separube resclutiony At one siroke this would put an end to false intea:\- .' §
protations, Incldeatally, b s'-h.ms :,'m Ce Ca h=g smlrondy pronmmced Ltaely om thiao nattar;
s mch the beiteTees
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Stuldtly Jarat aEal T,1930

M
owradle aaund

Aoas wita pou zud the azv .mm‘h..r::ee with
211 210 u'.'.'.l.'t.l.: s b=~ votaliy J.!.le,_.—t."l..-.t’ht iron ths
shuaviude of the Minoridy-- thoet In the or,‘-,.rwi:';.r—.ti.nnal
. .,'__{'_d SO mejfority of Thy centrul somuiiosuee thore wre els.ents
N T g LUy Lgeel 08 burzsuerctisn wnd
cese WiLL 0s Nz outlioelty of fhz cenitral couwsl ltes
fIniluensez, rather injury thin advantigs,
Jhe Yaaz 2lsmun e decislons wore aczeertad unueni-
1 our E;L(mL htam: 0 Ve recourss to o co- rt tion
='r1e.ra:1‘.:ea for 1w ority iz the ventrel commiites,
ou'Ld .mrle-..‘i- 3 ! 35 the majority is d4i ferent
.1:Jﬁ- t7.

vhe coentral comnil tee to the I'2w York brazmeh con-
enization wes e mis ‘-.-e...e.. not in i%8 general toudaasy
Al gosrosch to lhe iswvuz cnd the nenifestl, sractical
G os0sal uadar the ,_,n.'cn sonditions.

5. In cousiderction of the ilzct that the twd grougs have adproxi.ately

Jtus same weight it vmld ve, it sSsems $0 w2, raassonecie for the majority

to mse & . uoz'oes..ion 0 he rirority end siter the designation of

coureds Ysrinom as permanznt secretzry; to draw :Ln c-a.éo coirzde Abtern

" eg’ ‘aSSiSt‘lu Secratary.

4. It a.ﬁpee.rs to o2 abgolubely iusermiusible to deprive comrade :
ﬂmam of nis voie on tlie ocousion 0T ths ueye-.*mre of uOﬂ"I&de bwe.oeclc. .

5. The elaaof'ation ‘of & drest thewis cosce: *nu:g Tie rospects of
Anaricen imueriaslisn on the back of the manrlu} ragresents an osten--
sibly faeiional stey less justified as in this ¢unestion no difforences
anpeered 1o watil Aow. The situstion became thet much zxwse worge .
g8 the doouzent wed destined for discussion wiuh. foreign.comrades who

“in that wey learned of the dvaft thesis before the minority menbers -

of the cantrel cc:nm. ttea of the Amar:.cen Les.*ue.

6. The proposition of the i.mediate trenser of tie ned.d.quartarp to
nice.go iz practicelly euuivalen'b to a spliv. . - - .
7. Tne alleguuion t';e.t in s-;ita of the hooes of ..ny “oatimista", the >
s;tuut:.on in the #ea..g;.ze sinee +the -peasege from Tae propagunda to the -
agitation stege becume jet mors sacute seems to ms not comvincing.
b‘f‘ tnn cagsege from one. ata-.*a into another 3he m:—la..dg usnelly comes -
1:0 the surface. Buat the serlous succsgsses In tie field of muss work
will inevitaily Ifroduce » Ffavorwble iufiuencs upon lhe internal
relc.'bia'ie and in every cste provoks & radical regroud'nent by graducl
galation of the dlsmtec-ratmg alemenia,

A s"Z!.:Lt nos would heve an apriori churset =r urdnrstﬂndable to nu'boeiy
i ite initistors snd would destroy the aa.tnovrt,; ‘of the Ieft Yppo=
sition in america Lor a long time to come. In the mesntime from the
lotiters of comrade Cannon it i perticularly clear that grast perspect-

ives ure ouemng for Tha Argrican &eague. . g
I sermit nysel® to gstablish the follow {ng sxionm:The oppositional

mizority has a certeéin right %2 manifest il.sthience but the lesding
mejority ia no cased
' Fratera :,ll.,f rours,
" {5igned) L.%."
-




Tonfidantidl : Mareh B,1935

Dear Comrede Tro 'bs]éy:

After thoroungh consideration, and in the light of the disecussions
w2 have had, I find myself in completiz socord with the epitieism you
have made of ths majority group of the listional Committes in Jowe
wSvews to me of liarch 7. I Fully accent these criticismg as correct
and wish Vo add the foliowing com:lenent to g couple of ths points
cited:

1. On the guestion of co-optation the nmajority was guilty despite the
politicael agreement it hed obtnined at the nlenum, of initinting an
orgenizational measure which, regerdless of the declaration made by the
mivority mnot to stwugple zzainst tae ¢o-oztation, nevertheless, under
the ecircumstances, served to meintein and sharasen the interwmal confliet,

2., The Proposel for oroletarionization was initiateq by the majoxtity
of the national committesr becsuse o f the social composition of an
extremaly wesk proleterisn basis of the Hew York branch. The pPropozal
was originally "sccepted unznimously by the lational Committes
(Shachiman absent, sbern and Glotxzexr X voting in fevor with the
other membters) exiressedlt 1o be submitted for Joint discussion
with the executive committee of the branch vith the endeavor to have
it iatroduced to the brench ty the I'ationsl Committes pna the leesal

executive comuittees joinfdy.

3. The -progosal for the transfar of the headquarters to:Chicago is so-
far advanced only for discassion. Such transfer in due time gk hes

besn accepted by all leading comades as a genereliy correct orlente
atlon: It is to be understood es a proposal to ba submittad Ffor

general agroemeht ' and not to be carried out in the Face of definite ;| .
: pr‘ote?'t% waleh might arise &t this time growing out of the internal
-conflict, : Lo _ ’ ‘ ' .

Eowever, in all of their gemeral ‘and specific implicaticna the
eriticisms you have mnde are corregt. I accept them in the sensa
thut the majority of the National ommittee is the responsible
- leading group and especislly hag the taglk of stoering such a course
wolch in no way puts gstrictures upon tha full collaboration _ P
of 211 comrades. which halps to overcome the presént internal factional- ;
. Slalemate and which in every respect facilitstes ths development .
.. of the leagne. ‘ . - 0 .

I"accept the eriticisms as a guide for the future which I shali en-~
deavor to leve adopted in the sepe spirit hy the responsitle leading
group, mt which under all conditions T Shall.defend and support -
personally. To this I mxg &dd my Pledge also to be guidsd by the
axiom established by you so that it may -serve at,this juncture for

the preservation of the unity of the Lesgue. . ‘

gy WA

On the other rand 1% is necessary to establizh the fact that the

dresent internsl conflict in the ITeague begun with our disagreenent

over the internatimal question., It hos increased in sharpness and

intensity, not ignering the part played by the measures tuken by

the mejority which - you corrcetly criticiss, butnevsrtheless becoming

mare acute a8 we pressed forward for a decisive turn in our moin

activities frox the progagends stage to the agitation stage. _
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anashen,dans (anron -undéd Shachis=
mann in der erciey Jeit : y die Mirlmcaion vermeiden wollten
nie Biazussion ists znicht das einzige uné cuch nicht daz wriviire Jlement des .-
v.rteilebens,Fenn die Diskussion cich nicht ven der Aktion mondern von =ich . ..
selvunt nihrt,ist cie 7-riei verloren..on collve - der noven. Parcel die iglichkeit
geben,sich_aﬁ den Marpennktinphen zu hetéiligen,ﬁriuhrungen zu sanigeln,fehlersis:

. zu.Begehen,danit sick. die Niskussion auf einer hdheren Siufe sntwickeli und he

‘fruchtend-wirkt,Diz Partei blieb,wie Sie upterztreichen,ohne Stellungnohme zr

franzéaischen vendung, Auch das izt Zein Ungliick an und fUr sich.lch usbe z2um
Beirpiel seinerzeait dem hollindiocwen “enosgen day Lt regeban,zich in Anbetrad
‘der scharfen cinungsversd iedenheiten in der STIO-Fi~sze nicht rogleich feztzn-

“legen,sondern xritisch zhzuwarten,wns ¢ie rfelizung zeigen wird,Daan Ihre Gruppe
.die franzigiache Wendung;verteidigt nnt,izt natlirlich Ihr Verdienst,Dasg Sie-. o

PR
zher nuch auz cisser Fmge eine Woffe cegen diqLeLtung zu achiri eden auc?én,ha1=ﬁ
te icl:y fiir. einen Fehler,ich nehnernit Freude zur Mennipniz,danms 3ie dazu weige=.
tragen haben,den Yenossen Musty fir die froanzdeizche sendungrzu gewinnen_Ich-

dend 'izt,Daher wire gz T 1sch,durca eine voerzeltige Dislmasion geine Sp-ltung ==

"nalteaber flr unbestreitﬁar,daew!die “pfsrrunt selhsi in dieser Frage entschei=

aelbst reden zu. lnesen, o !

mam daz Verhilinil zur smerikacicchen 52 anhelangi,no n=1iie ich Ikre
Friti% rn den Cannon-hachinmen-Liegen Ilir nSclist Uhertricren,Bein Vergleich
der ornnon=runty-Teberthenen Kann ich mir Muanecen susfindip rachen;cie. aber in
rein smexulativer Teise inz Unendliche fortentwickelt werden,7iv sind keine
Emniriﬂer,nchon'récht.AheF wir/ sind avch keine Cranscendent.lizien,ilan soll
cich rehr on die wirkliekikel t halten,Nrfalirungen in e ug =t die 5P srmnmaln, s
xritizcr prifen uwné nach finzdren Anndand eickutieren.Bros won sich in einer
taktiren-nrakiischen Fruaf rir die Pu eit Tentlage roll,irt faulseh,ilan noll
doch -us den nurpek¥ligelien Veoriemien der wE-olichsn Lntulcklung keln Nindernis
fiir acn nRcusten sehviit pncheun, . :

' cine Sealucsfolpprursen? 1in hindnis,¢fr ekt oder inai rekt,offen oder
wernteckt,der Iunrty- und e#t?aersruppe it del Cenleriirunne egen cnnpgn-sh;cht
ann whre ein Verbrechien fegoy Gie ?wrtsi Tne coochn die Viovte Tnternaiionnlk,
Tan phehrte Flemnure dié pirkﬂsninn pitrren fhren Teaomn nach dne mMindnis
compon-iusty-Teher pipgen die Oelleroytipne hedeuten, ™y in dienen JFalle wivd

oder Tohmlegunz ¢er Porici nervorzuruten,sns tatt eiuige Zeit die Dréizniase

]

“gir Dinxussion cinen nrinsiztellen CherolisT wahen,df e Geuleorgrupde atppuiens

agarurmfen,uné ilre lnrtr¥cliisaien “lemente ~ich zolinnal ltnherlegen,she nie sich
abroalten,un Inc “ichin gu versinllen, . ..
- neElich, daon Ganuan und nndere dgerornen i orancl, achrrT, wm "Hirokras=
tinch?,wie Sie nreen,vorgeien vplliten serqeniiher der pehlevornnne,Die Lﬁgg bt
nwer heute penz sndern.Die vinkunrion irt in vellen Gnage.die ?rrtcldonn#rﬂtég
kann cich nicht tlagfn.Ds heloat er nieht von den "IMirokratiom en ‘JEJ“
lcrn von gestern nnrechfﬂsnpnﬁern in der Diskuraion eine richtize und klare
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' Yew 1Ilol.‘ll; City
. ] . Aagust 18, 1935, 2381

Dea.t; ‘Comrede Trotsky:

In your letter of Angust 4th to us you exoress the coaviction that the slogen of
forganic uwnity" whick apnears to you to be cur most importent dlfference with the
Wleadership®, is hot s sufyiclent pleiform to justify the existionce of an indemsndent
factian. You further intimete tne feer that our cource may lead us to shield the
Qehler group, whose attitude to the splendid activity of thd French Bolshevik-Leninist =
ie plainly artli-rewolutlomary. In reply, we wleb to estcolish our real position as
guceinctly se possible. .

The impreasion abroad that wo Lave scught to use the "ogganic unity® slogan &3 a
factional pletform is, to eay the least, unfortunate and does no* correspond with the
facts, From the very outset our grouping Las conslstently defended the m volutionary
volley implicit in the French Tarn. The questior of "organic unity" need never have
attained the nrominence it achicved at the nre-fusion CLA Conferezce if Cennor~Shechtman
hed boen willing to elelve facticnel consilderstions and have accepted our offar of &
common formilation. Then, as now in &all essentials we agreed with the position token
in the Letter %o Cralpemn and in the programatic article Fhither ¥rence. At the same
time woe think it recessary %o state that your exposltion on orgenic unity served 4o
clarify soos of ocur formilaticns errived at independently by us in the flrst days
fmainly that the slogen of orgenic unity was not ours)s We realized thet in itself
Yorganic unity" polved nothing, that to mean anything in our semse i{ would have to te
filled with revolutionery content. We took exception only to the Ylanket sistement °
of Camnon and Shechtnan thet ®organic undty as such® wes resctlonery, leaving uo voom®

~ for the possibllity that If it should "faclilitate ths re-groupment exd re-~orgenizetion
of the gemiinely rovoiutionary olements now ocattered throughout the two parties, it
would in the present circumetances be a step formard". Nor has this slogan pisyed eny
but the most incidental part in our policy since. If you would judge for yoursel?f, .
may we refer you to the Sunplement :Statement introduced {o the Hesolutlon on Inter-.
pationsl Relstions at the Junfe Plemum by Satir, Weber snd Glozer (8os Incioeure 1).
In the course of nine substantial persgrephe setting cut for the firet time at any
official dsliberption of the Workere Party of the U3 the pignificance of the French

: Tarn tha mattor of orgenic unity received doout helf a dozen 1£nas.

What neparated. ue from the ¥lesdership®, (if by this you mean Caunon=Shechtmen),

$ra0 not the matier of 'arganic ucity" but the question o! how to consnlidate the WHIS
’ ':tro the Fourth International. ‘With Oshler charging that the ICL hed capitulated to the
scoial democracy and that Cannon=Shacktman were preparing the party for antry inte ‘the
Americen SP., The "French Tura™ bucens a firat rate "domestie" isgua, and iszue which
tho Nlandarehip¥ could chly afford to ignore with fatal resulits. I% wes on l-h;ﬁ issue
.4that the Qobler faction wuxed until it bocame a menace, It met e ramembernd ihai

the decisiona of the CLA were rot binding on the newly formed WPUS whlch had and atil)

officiml position on the poliscy of the Franch Turn, There has bteen na dlecucdion

of itm significance in the new perty, except for the underground discusslen carrled.on
by tho Gsller groups And whan you counterpose the “lsadershiph to the Ochler mwoup,

1t must be further remembered that Cannon=Shechtman are not tbs exclusive "leadsrehip
et that 4. J. Mucts and his former AWP associates McKimnafy, Solandey, Johnuon, are
alzo part cnd parcel of the Party leadership until the paxt convunt.on. Theus slemants
represent the fuslon and ono of the grave mistakes that Connopn=Fhachimsn have mads iz
incressingly to carry on a8 if Oomrade Muste and his friends mere non-sxiotent end the
dPU8 merely an extencion of the fomer (LA and mors perticularly of the Caunon csucus

of the CLA. The lesdership as it is actually constituted, it is porfectly clear, hed
no concorted policy in rogard to the Qehler group. lnstesd of educating the pexrty by
ideclogical methods apd welding the lemdership flrmly sbout an understending of ths
International question, Cannon-Shachtmen procseded ao 1f there hed never been sny fusbon
ettennbing to mettle accaunts with Qehler by purely ofanizational-discinlinary measwre,

3ut all that hapnened was to add fuel to the fiames of Oehler!s agitatisn and mumberg

and to ercate symonthy for tric sectarion groun in the rancs of the fomer AT P
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Comrade Magte and hie pesoclates on the lesdirs comnitize were slicnktsd. Our fears
concerning the effects ot the very existence of the party of the no~discussion wolicy
purpued by Cenrch-Shachtmen were completely veriflad st the June Plemun, In this
connection we refer you to the decuments subaitted by the verioue groups to the June
plemm, in partienlar, by comrede lluste and ourselves. Organlzational measures 4n
these clreumstances would bave spllt the WPUS, without the Anerican warkers underctpnde
ing in the least the basis of the split in {erms of politicel issues.

0o our purl %6 havs booh ond sre ne intrenaigemmtly ovposed to the sectarian views emd
foctionel mathode of the Oghler-Bauer group as Carnon-Shechtmon ever professed. ¥Thot
may appesr like z %conziliatory® ettitude hes in reallty been our insisteace ¢n the
peclitical liguidation of Oeblerism &m the new Party, not by e preventstive split tut
by the immeasursbly superisr matihnd of ideological clarificastion. It mist be raneo=
bored that Comrede Yuste in the ARP, vrior to the fusion had elreedy adopted a negative
attitude with regard ¢tc tho tactic of the French Turn. However, it beceme cleas to '
Coxrade Muste that the Gehler group were sectarlan. In the course of a Jerles of
thougntful dircusslons between us, Comrede l'uste at this time sccepted the sssentisl
correctness of tbe ICL folicy iz relation to the French 8.P. This develorment, in cuy
opinion, represents one of most Important stages 1n the history of the fuwion., ®hy
ig it that Cenrvon-Shechtoan who for & whole veriod had far closer persoral contacts
with lnete then we, utterly fsalled where we :ucceeded? The enswer lies in their wholly
false and buresmacrztle approach. Comrpde Must and his group whoe for the first six
monthe of the Partyls exletence had collcboreted cliusely with the group of Cemnon-Shatht-
man arrived at the June plenum with a vierpolnt on the methods efd eignificance of the
internsl regime of Cennon~Shackiman -ldentical without own situation. 4nd now withCom-
rade Muste nolid with ue on the *French (pestlon® and ite exmct scopos (keu will shortdy
receive & copy of the Memorandum we are jointly drafting ) the trend %o Qehleriem hss

- 8topned, s Oehler group 1s belng oyetematicaly isolated, In the ansuing discussina
supported ap it will be by the march of events, the Oshlerites will be decimated, their
batter elements saved for the Party (Oehler nes mede inreosd into tho youth) and the
lncorrigbles will have to take the orgenizationl conseqaonces., We oubtmit that these

- developments thet have alreedy teken plece and which have preserved the unity of the
party have by and lurge borne out our Judgrent, . . .

¥e are prepared to cocperate with ell the Marxist elements in the party and have every
reason to atand for its collective leedership. We are utterly opposed tc Cenlerism-
tut the Canmonite mothod of the Blg Stlck alone 1s not emough. We must bte prepared

© 40 give Bolshevik aneswer to the specloue arguments of sectavlanism. Oehler could never
have grows to his present proportions If his charge thet support of the ICL polley
in Prance wuld lead to WeF. entry into the smericen SP hod received e cleer and timeiy

- wsiutotion: © Instesd of vhich Cennon-Shechitzan contributad ambiguities on the lemue
in their resoiution.on the 5P even as inte gs the June Planum, I::is imposuible to
tuild a party, preparing it for mass struggles, when the membership have cmce to fear
that t1o indcyendemce of tho party is in doudt. These doubts were crented by the entire
palitical course of Cpppon-Fhockiman in relation ¢ the 8P,  The censure of the dpar-
tecus Youth Lengus for a leaflst celling on YPSL (young socislists) to jJoin, tke fauilure
to utilize the New Militant for a consletent revolutlomary criticism of the 5P ond ite
variocus currents, the "accomodationism® in relstion to United Front actions, the attie
tude that cur road to the masces lay through the SP mairly, that telite of the possidbili-
ty of "reform®™ of the 8P ~ these created the doubts. We refer you to the Cannone
Shachtzan Hsesolutiocn at the June Plenum on the 3P, with iis stress on tho 1ldes that
the ¥P 1s merely tha “micleus® of a revolutionary party®, and its policy towsrds ihose
sdvocoting "reform® of the S.P. ‘ S :

¥Wa repent, on thoe tacle cf a clear line on the International end 8P questions 1% should
be poesible to arrive at collactive work and lendership. We are ready et all times,
Bub wiet the attitude of Semnon-Bhachimen will be is problematicai. It has hevopened
moye thon once in the past thet Centon has dsmanded facticnml vredominonce and monopoly
in lendershir evor though there wen no Justificaticn for thic in terms of nolitical
diffesencco., M irntend to held estoblish a clesr YMarxist majority. w8 convention

will be the teot dem of all. . 382
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Tresting toat this cocrmnication will have thrown a little more light on our eins
and activity, end iz ize Lope ihat we shell coniimwe to hRave tte bemelit of your
invaluskle zdvics,

¥ith our wormest communist greetings,

Yertin Abern

Jack Weber
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CONVERSATION BRP:ZEN 8. AND T, ON AuERIZAN ‘UFiTIoN. .
. ]
;:f?:

End of Februsry, 1938 Oglo, Norway

8 — I ¢think we can finish today, ¥e can sumrarixe. ¥hen we Teturn
me want to be mble $o report clearly the pgrounds on which you favoxr
"the eniry. You appear to put it on two grounds, (1) the present
situstion in the parsy 42 hopsless, (2} you conceive that pomitive

gains will accrue froam oniry.

I - To say hopeless is a 1ittle exaggerated, In the imsedizte Tuture
T don't sce important possibilities for the independent organization
and in that nituztion fhe inner orisis oan beoome fatal. On the
other hand, I see no other possibility (for activity or development)
which cau be compromised if you enter. And even if the positive
reaults of entrance will be modest, (I think they will be important)
sven then the creat pdvantage will be that the experiemoe will have
been socomplished: and all osn look forward for m new resd... The
.entry, %00, will have adventages for yourself. The lmmum il1lusions
(of work in the 8.P, - 8), if they are that, will be smashed.

——

"The centrists are wensured by fighting not by theaégz] Our exzperience

“#111 at the same time be » very vital experience for the soclalisim.
It will be fatal for the centrists.. Your romd will be different aftex
that, but on a higher level, DNiscussion will then be not on the
miserable S.P., but on the objective situation rather than the sub-
jectiva... All the good. things we have done in mans - action will snd
must sontinue, purused. as befors. if thie is impossible, it i olear
that the entrance would e prejudicial... . Both sides say in their

. reports that it is possible to continus work in the 8.P,

8 = It voee without sayiug that in the event of entry, we put forward
our maximum demands regarding the right of our press, the Few Militant,
etao., eta. But if we canic ssoure theae oconcesoione, de you still
.believe in eniry? :

P - In the beginning the juridical oonditions are important only so
Tar 55 they réflect objective conditions, If the lutter sre fovor—
able, the juridical conditions play a secondary role. . To insist in
the negotiations on juridical oonditions minght be unwise. One can'st
show all his cerds to the adveraay. After all, it is possible to =0
‘elaborate the juridical conditions as to make entrance impopaibla.

The position of Norman Thomaa must be thought of.... We w8t not give
. the S.P. vankd and file (01d Guard, right oentrists, etu, = 3) argu-
ments against him {opporing our entry - 3}, £ am sure if you deoide
to enkez you will find objaotive conditiona whioh will permit you,
with your strenpth and 'mity, o develop your work in a growinm spiral.

S = This matter har a berrinm on the Janndinn situstion, whloh 1 anm

not charmed %o disonss offlclallyss.seeevassccnsnse

The other day ! indicnted that the 7.P. was n-t condemned t» be merely
# provaganda cPoup. We oan hope to repeat the auocoesses in Jinneapolis

and Toleds,
2384
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I - Yhat recrults have you had as a result of your sucocesses?

8 = In Minneaspolis perhaps fifty recruits,.. *e also had some iz Jalifé
ornts mo n result of Yacramento. I don't know about Toledoc... But

do you nnot think that “hese sxperiencneas indicate that the ¥.P., can
function &8 an independen$ organization...

T = I believe that the workers followed our comrades not becsuse they
wers members of the ¥.P. You onn only personalily, by small sroups,
win recr-its personslly foz the party. The loas of the namz W.P.
(the firm-name) will not be decisive. I besileva even that the covar
of the Sociallst name will be more yinaing beoausa 1t 18 more kmown,
Our duty in the 8.P. will be not discussion with centrists, but maes
work, teaching the youth to do $%.... I ¢annot say that the independ-
ent porticipation cannct lsad o the growth of the independent revo-
lutionary party, but this ¥ay (antry) 18 the shortest way.

Tuan past of imerioa 1s full of strikes and heroic leaderaship, buﬁ
without politioml crystallization, There is a change in the sbjective
situation now, 1% must prodice a change in the minds of the workers.
daybe 1t 18 a ohanga for six months or for six years -~ we caunot know
that,.

8 ~ That perspectlv- do you Bes 1n our posaible entry - long ar shart
rango?

P «~ Rather ahort — becsuse the Militants wishout the 0ld Gua:d and
vith {6 thoir inconsimtent leadership, between pressure from you on
the one hand snd Stalinists on thea other, cannct last for long. Paxri
(02 their following) will go %o you and part to the Stalinists. Yes,
1t will be rather shori# OFf couvse, depending on the objevtive situ-
ation, on strikes, eto, - ) ' . ‘

8 o Yhat da ran t'hhab._f thu thasis a

or of the probability?.

T = I% is dmprobable that the retoru of the 8,F. will be poasible. We
have not two policies, (a} reform of the 8,P., (b) to splis it. ¥o,
our policy 1e the same in both oases. I% is {0 ‘searok for the youth,
to create groupe, nersonal rslations, lead %o mnes aotinm, compromise
the centrists in the process by pointing out that it is the oenitrists
who opnose such mass action. We wmust oompromiee, in the courss of pruoe
tionl action, a certain part (the’ oantriat) of the party in the eyes of
the othersss. A 2plit i3 inevitsble. The initiative will probably ba
taken by the apoaratus, It is very impordant for us to grasp just
that moment when the ap:sratus reslizes thri moment beoruse adaptntion
. %0 the mpparatus st that time is very Janperous (cites holinier, Bel-
zian sltuation, eto,)

8 = The QOshlerites end the Ssiuerites oalimed that the Frenah larn was
not specifioally limited to the Frenoh situntion. They claimed that the
1.C.Le had in view mn extension nf the turn to »11 ocuntries, 1.e., entry

v 2385
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into the 3ocialist Partiss. And apserently that is the way things are
working out. ' '

T = But that has been forced on us by the objective situstion. Origl-
nally the French Tirn was surgested by we. If the exjerience in Francs
would have been negative we woiuld have lesrned something. But the
experience was poollilve. And the othor ==y, of #= indepsndencs, in
other couptriss uid not give positive resulte; in any country. It

(the extension of the entry) was alsc caused by sonjunotural factors,

8 - In view of whe$ you said about $he Jomintern m3suming the functions
of the Sscciwl Demoormoy, eghould we be in favor of the unity of tha
Second and Third Internationale?

T - Unity will be managed by the two bureauczacies, Unily 4o a gool
thing. We fipght on the question of the mannar and content of uwanlty.
%e oennot fight unity itself, If we oould enter the C.P., we should
do so, of course, but it is dmpossible, In the unity negotiations,
the first request of the Staliniste will be the exclueion of the Bol- .
shevik-Leniniets, (Citf§es French 2xperience - Stalinists demanded 8z~
clusion of B-L's &s condition of uni%y - Now, the BAlta out, Stalinists
stalling on unity.) : :

8 - In the old days the KAPD pradicted 1iguidation of the Oomintern
visuerliging 4t as soms formel and dramatic aot. Aotuglly, there haa
oocurred a liquidation of principles, a filling up of the 0ld foyms
with neo-social-demaoratic content. Doss she Cominiern really requirs
unity with the Soocial-Dsmooracy? : '

1 = They drag out the affalr Pbuecause they have on very imporsant quest-
icno trump oards in their hands.: fhey will more or less desixoy the

. 8.P. ' Fusion is, however, not exoluded,

.8 « Do you conoceive a left zig-:ag'on'tha part of the Comintexn to be
ponsibie?

T - that is not excluded, ¥aturally, such & gzig-sag would be very im-
portant from the point of view of our possibilities, beyaure the O.P.
contains wany different sirata of people, unemployed, declansed in-
+ellectnals, functionaries, petty-bourgaois, eta, lany of thesd thiak
the Peoples Front is a good thing and the 0.P. -« the best part of it.
Many workers think the Peoples Front is = menseuvre. There ie 2 differ-
enoe between what the C.P, sometimes says nt its own meetings and what
1t mays in public snd thereby it aocumuletes contradictions, sooial and
pelitical, '

There can be an eplsodie turn to the left but for many people auch m
turn would be s disintepration. For the workers it would ap-ear ag a
manoeuvre perhaps, but for the others it would be a disintepration, A
turn to the left would be eatasérophical $o the petty bourgenis, phili-
stines and op-ortunisrts im the C.P. 2386
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S - Uo you think a re-slignment in the relations of the nowers would
1sad to a change in U.S8.3.Hs foreign policy, & return %o Lanin's for-
mula of revolutionary defeatism, on the part of the Oomintsxn?

T - Jerialnly, 1f the U.S.S.R. were attacked by Japan, Bermany, etc.

thsy would threatsn, the Buresuerasy would $hresten the world with eooinl
rovslution... Even the diplommoy of the Fntente snd Wilson srid (the
(Qarmane) simed to crente yevolutionary situstions in the ememy ocouniries.
But { the bureancracy is no longer Bolshewlk) c.c.ciosrcsrsccsrcrsancans
Pesrus e ERGAN mmlity becozea ’.tﬂelf thﬂ most privilagﬂd ﬂtrﬂtnl

It becomes a new soolal stratum in itsel?, defending itself against

the proletsrist with all its power, It i Anteresting to note tha$
thig did n»nt take place during the early lean yesrs. Then there was
not fat of privilege to be had., Now that the countsry ham become moxe
or less prosperous, acquired a stook to eatisfy not a1l, but many af

its needs, the inequality which arises becomes n very fmpo. tant political

: ~faot, I am sure that if this prooess oontinues, not smashed by & war

i

or oounter-revslution, there will be another politiocal revslution.
~“(cites atrugglas of Lourgerisle among itself in Franoe after French

'

' Rewolation.) = ™

Karx and Fngels oould not foreece this eventuality because of the compli-
cations {of the concrete process of the proletarian revslution -3}, ¥e
can be mure that the Russian proletariat will scoomplish the eocial
revolution by a new political revolution when the conditions beoome more
favorable. The new numbers of the Bolsnevik-Leninists in Russia are

s prelude to that development, {ses below.)

The change in army ranka, the new military titles, is of great signifi-
cance, Stalin 1s wmarghal of the morshals. His political base 13 not
the perty but the nav nobllity, the new oxdere. These new ordexrs &I«
aress great privileges in pay, lodging, education, autcmobiles, special
rooms in public librariss even ("Znat®, from the word *4o know" 1is the
symbol of the nobility, a man known by the country.) This synbol is
now re-establithed for the new rn~hility, The now nobility rests om

the contradioAscns between the forms of mcoimlist properiy, scolelist
productions, and the bourgeols norme of distribution, . :

(3. here recalls that the Stalinists oluim theme inequalitlies are not
subjeos t0 the above interpretrtion so long as the means of produstion
remain in the hands of the Soviet State - there being mno hsails in the
privats owmership.of land, etc. to establish a new ruling olaes.)

I = It 1s & bLourgenis regime as repards distribution. The Soviet
bureaucracy livea the same life ns lHorgan. The gn- ~tion now 11
whether the social basis whioh remains from the October Revolution will
_overthrew the superstruoture or whether the superatructure will alter
'the social basis. The basis gan sverthrow the buresucraoy only by &
“»olitical revnlution. It will require more than pnlioce mensures.

Two years ago, the latter would have bgsen ennugh. But thnene two yenrs
witnessed the atabilizafiion of privileper in the ruly ntrate, eapeoiallz

Y




=5=

in the army and police, It is stupid that thils i8 not a social faot
of the greatast soclal and pnlitlosl fwportsnoce, The eontradiotions
can become Ao acute that the bireaucraoy, &n order to protect itgel?t

may have to revert to property rslations (privete =-S). It may havs

to atrike at the roots of the present sooial system,

S - Besides the Bolchevik~Leninists, are there not mensheviks in
Stelin®a jailw? Should we not aleo oall for theiy releass?

L - A% the present time in the U.3.3.R. there is absolately no mention
of mensheviks, The press attacke oaly fiva categorient Whits gumrds,
fakers, splem, Trotekyists and Zinovieviats. Bu$ never menshevike,
Ocoasionelly 1t mentions Ripght Opoositionists, meaning thoee opposed

to the Stakhanovita movement for teohnical and other ressons, But;
manshevika are {otally disorcdited in the minds of the people., © There
are ly forty or flfty old men of their number lef$ - the great bulk

of their numbor ars supporters of Stmlin, A1l the Opposition goes nnder
our flag = oz that of the Phite Guerd, '

The burceuorats ars afraid of this fact. They sometimes refuszs to
-Teoognixe 1%, Then suddenly an sstonishing artioles calling the atten-
tion of the pevple to 1% comes from the Pravda. In Leningrad 9,800
were expolled as oppositionists., Yo less than 300,00, ten per oent,
have been expellsd recently from the narty: and thinx doet not inelude
- all. The minimum expslled is seven per cent; the maximum 18 sixteen .
per aend, in Siberis, shirteen per cent (and .7-8000 Zinovievists %o

be found only in Leningred, all others Zrotakyistsz.) The writer in
Pravde says one third of those ezpelled in Siberim are former White
Guards and Kulaks., The zematnder are divided into four categories
. 0f which the first is Trotskyists, Which means thad at leaet one
thousand are Trotskyists. In Karkov, 2,300 expelled. More than 5

per cent for Trotskyimm, If we apnly evan this figure of five pereens
to the whole 300,000, there must be more than 10,000 Trotskyists. - (
(The purge referred to dates from the summer of 1335 %o the present,
the report of the Commission in charge is not published.}

* % 9 ¥ B LGN LR LS EE BSOS

L - An-ha, A private letter from Oannon a shork time ago was bad,
- But noW it must be good beocaues your tzip ie pood, und if tho letter
i3 good, my telezram is mood. But perheps I shiould reosive no dele-

gations and receive no telagram,

It wan the aim of my telegram to oiarthrow a nenrly équal balanoe in
the Prrty to the side of Cmanon. It is the only sclution of the oriwis
in the Party. '

8 - Tour felegram has spoarently influenced Wsber toward submineion to
the posaible majority on the question of indenendencs, '

L = ind that aignifiedn that the others are agninst submisgion?

e . 2388
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8 = Yes, that ix correct. Canncn has opened an attack, a violous ai-
tmok on us, on my trip. The Uonvention will be 1like an old OLA con—

vention.

T - I shall be glad to write a letter on the subjevt of your trip, if
you will take dictation.

{Dictated letter %c 5. dedlaring cur delegation never presumed to apeak
in noms of whols party, but loyally presented standpoint of M-¥ group.

Views of T, on one hand and 3-% on othor Temalns same as before. Sug-

gested sending oablegrmm on this if considered useful.)

nd of session - Jonversation resumed afier Supper.

o 8 8 5% 3 B &8 0 aB

' B~ Eow do you ooncelve the meln atages in the development of the
Fourth Internationasl? S

"2 - The movement for the Yourth Intern tional is growing stronger. In
Belglum 4% iz possible tc have an important party. It will adhere to
the Fourth International. The French Youth will adhere; everybody
will know thst an tmportant fraction of the 8.P, is for the Fourth.
Nothing has changed, As I wrote to Muste md Canuon at the $ime of
the Opsn Letter, I looked on 1% (the collaboration with Muste) as a
life-long mlliance. I do not know at what stage the Fourth will antvei:]
Nobody knor¥. - I% im poasible that we will have to enter again into
a unified Intsrnational with ¢the Second and Thizd, It iz imposeible
to consider the fate of the Fourth International spart from the fate

. of the nationsl sectione and vice versa. Maybe ihe Amerivsn ssciion
will have to make only formal restrioticns in i%s adherence %o the
Fourth. Capitalist lepality begina first with illegelity to dowrgeois

. demooracy and the Stalinists and sooiel-democrats sre now the representa-
tives of bourgesls Gemocracy. ' All thelr attaoks are directed .against
:;. In this ocase, we must forsze situations without nprecedmid in

.t@ry. ‘ .

At the Second CGongress, Lenin was for the independenoe of revolutionary
partiss, That psrty, oreated under the hand of Leria, has hesome the
greatest barrier to the new revolutionaky movoment, It iz & new slfu-
ation now.... We discunsed in our own midat the neseosities of proper
action... We are nonvinoed of the necessity of an independent party.
But how tn Juild 1%? Pudblio opinion, sinrting with Reozevelt and
ending with Browder, i= against us, In the noxt periocd the pressure
of that opinion will be hesvy. When we olimb up n 0liff we must
senrch for orevices, for foothalds. That little foothold now is the
8.F. To-Horrow we will Bsee,

If we oonsider the Fourth International only 8 on Intern~tional "firm"
which compels 4o to remain independent propapandint socletlied under any
conditions, we cre losat. in, the Fourth Intern ti-nal is a propfram,
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a strotegy, an international nuoleus of dixreosion. 1t8 valne nus$
consist WElk in 2 not too juridicel astitude. It is not the trmmediste
feo$ that our best oomrades must go under the yoke of the centriste..
it is disagreeadls, We must aim fa¥, We must be patieni, Hry,
like Muste (T. smiles good=humoursdly). -

8 = e have alvesdr pm gpo¥am abont the ps2sibilisy thag Lf ouwr group
8t the convention found the relasion of forces such thet we could nok
sontizus independensly, then in oxder thad the sntry be #s concerted
and effactive as possidble 18 would be necezsary o have zesagnition
of the righte of the minorisy. : ‘

Z - It iz ny ccnviodion thad such sn undersianding is absolutely
necessary and X will wrise to that offget 45 Cannon-Shwehizen and
$heir caucus, .

I beliove now that you will have aboui a Shird of the convention. In
that tbird you will have & part abaolutely againet the splig, The
worad thing in zuch & situakion are 1llusioms., The individual fluctuw
ations toward Cannonm or %o ths directicn and disoipline of the majority
ere sympiomatic of an important currem$. There axe mot four, thore
is only one perspeotiva. You will have & third foz $he $don of a
Split. Conopebely you will have possibly cnly she Uohenisss. If _
your polioy is srimfed now Ycwards split, yire will worsen your altuw -
ation. If you eay you will fighd %0 the sud, axd thom sey, "Goad,

704 have the majorily, your poliey io falss. DPud wo magh go Shyough
She experience} we will scccEpeny you in 48, Bus the quessius is so
important thet we wang the means $o dofend ou$ point of visw in ouy
united cauous within the S.7. We went this right, nat cs 4he van~
-quished, buk as pariy membders, equais =.f I beligre it will Bs 4m
the interesks of the parly o o ¥hole. - Tho sifnstion from fhe point
of view of discipline will ohonge in the now willswx. The dSsoipline
oan be supported ir the now conditicns cnly with the neoessery mozal -
aushority of the Central Committes. IS 4% mo8 suffioient 4o depend
on the formal wrishmetio of mmbers. fhe conetitution, the guiding
organs of the whols grouy must be Go studied s 40 givs i nN0eS5ATY
assurerge ¥o the mejoridy of the party thas 1%, the Jentiral organ,
will be guided only by the unanimous wish for she good of sha pazsy.
I% 12 a ma¥ter now for the victors no$ %o abuse ths viovorye.
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CONFIDENTTIAL Iranslation
H, 9th March 1936

Dear Comrads Cannont

I have not yet received the decisions of the last Gonferemcs, but I hope that everything
went well, At any rate, I hove recevived a tolegram from Cumradss Mnste, Spaotar, and
Abern in which they promise thelr 18yal support of ths adopted rasolution,

Now it 1s most important (if the entrance into the S.P, matarializes) to ocarry out imme-
diately our work on a sound and effective basls,

Tou are not comironted today in America with such burming questions as they exist in

France, Io & cexrtaln degres, the exposure of the Centrist leaders wlll prove more

difficult, for the object will 2ot be to use arguments which are of importsace only to

our own supporters but which have no effect whatscever on the mncialdst rank and file,

Imi.denta.lly, even in France too much ensrgy haa besn wasted on often purely phreseolopgical
"exposuree™ of the leadership, and too little energy on the thoroughgoing work amongst

the membership, espociully the youth, In my oplnion this ristake sbould be o‘bvia.tad in

- Ameriocae

An essentiel part of our work uonslsts of winning the young, thinkdng elzments, wh:lch ney
84111 be developed, to support our program, our past snd therefors nlao our future, Zhis

* osn be achieved aly by wellmorgevized proppgands, Our comradss could perhaps estaublish
a #zyllatus of lecturss for ths youth but alao for the adultssz denling with the Ootobar
Revelution, the S.U., C-ormm;z, and Austrizji the Spsmish Revolution, ths pregram of the
Comintarn, eto,, etos Thia “quiet” work vould have ths result of demonsbtrating to the best
aooialist olements the huge superiority of our cadres, and at the same tlme making them

" pore sgympathetio ard attentive to our open, present~day-oriticicms.

Faturally, T ex not counter=posing this propagenda task to the task of working in the unsses,
Quite &2 am the contrary; the locanl orgsnirzations of the S,P. must above ell be. drawn into’
the looal struggles, and our most casential task is to oreate tharsby within /:belr cazka

a 'differeatiation, However, dssdpergoing propagands must create for us in every sooiniist
organizations contects of eympathetic slements and thus make possible their linking up in
nnsa motion, Otherwise, 1n the event of a breek with the centrist elemsmts only these will .
be with us wnho have more ox ns unlorstood thecro‘bicul]y the content of our strugzle.

Aa far as oritiaisn of tha Centxrist leedorship is connemed, it 1s -aggential to aes to 1t -
that this oritioism should not lose i%self in mare details, which would only antagonize the .
Socialist following, This oriticiem must be concentrated on very oarefully selected and ;
important issues, There exlsts a oartain danger that our cemrades will ht meotings react
with jeers and contempt to the superficimlitlos and commoneplaces of the Centrists, This
may oreates from the atart sm atmosphere which ig unfavoursble to s, The -ordinary roli 3
and file member, who has not yet had the nacescury political s3uoation, will find it difﬁ- i
cult to Lollow us to the highey plane of our oritiolism, and for this reascn earcesm or irorw @
(even when well deserved) will have on the rank and file a confusing, suppicion orew
‘and provocating effect. This only delivers into the hands of the Centrists a ireapo
to utilize against us these emotions, Therefors, it is absolutely sssential to have the
graateat amount of patisnoe and to argue quietly and in a friendly tone, Certulnly this

. tone may and should ohange, &3 soon as the necessary contsots have been made and then ime

| portant political issues ars placed on the order of the days

l\ All this is not very easy, and 1t is impossible roll this off as from a music BOOI'S,
. Egwever, thanks to our having good ¢adres with sexdous exporienoss, one should, I boli.avo,
i oredit them with heing n‘ble to adopt , definlte mthod. of work,

‘!I‘hssa oonsiderations are, of course, much too sbstract, and probably three fowrtkhs of them
‘are superflucus, for you can/ mee thore on the spot a.il matters in their proximity amt

in a much more realistio manner than we can from here ), I cnly wished to convey to you,
for all events, theae suggestiona, which originate from experiences made in ¥rance and

partly also in Bslglws, :
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Information regarding the events in America will be of great importance io our
Interpationals It zoow without saying that the dospeteh of offiociel reports
would be Ekgisdwx highly dsngercus, But a yowng comrade, say f.i., Cd, Roberts,
me=Xdzx could send in private letters the necsssary informatlon (ixpressions,
plans, eotc.), without thoreby comm tting the leadership of ocur fraction, But it
1s very important that we hers sinould be kept laformed of your msw axporiensso
and the course oL EVERvie

x)This is the reason why I make thie suggestions in the fom of a priveto letter
onlys thoy seem to m> to be totally insufficient for e I tter to the lerdership,
Inoidentally, I have talisd ebout them roughly with Comrsdes @pavtor and Paine,

L"/l’.




s % Yoo, S gonfidential

. H., July 11, 1936
.To the Foliticel bursau

Daar C(ernd.es:

1. The objections of same 0f the comrades that in my last letter I sttempted
. t0 "east off my responsibility™ ean only meke me rejoice. <hay prove that the
rank and file is at last lLeginning &0 pre-occupy iteslf with the surveillance
of the lendarsnip. This is a nocessary condition for the ccherence of the or=
genization. Howsver, have I enrned these reproaches? Honestly, I am not
sui'es <The Intzmational Plenum with my participation announced the expulsion
of 3. £rom our orga.ization, Ihe commission creasted by the I.8. under my
chaimeansh ip publicly declared that "La Coumune” and its orgenization had
placed themselves outside of the Fourth Internationel. After the fusion with
the F.CeI., the I1.3. declarod that it upholds its decision regerding R.M. un-
der the international conference. TUnder these conditions, R.M., efter failing
in his indeac ibable, unbelievable attempt to foist uvpon our organization the
nace of his paper and his "party", nevertheless does leave his Stemp upen your
peper: that 1s, proves once more that he is making a joke of the formal dBEimx
xxidmmz decilsions, the obligations underteken to and the public opinion of our
internstional organization, as previously of the national seetion. I collabor-
"ate® on your paper. But I am elso g meuber of the International Plenum, I.be-
lieve that under these very epecific circumsta ces it- is not only my right, but
my duty as well, to M"cast off my responsivility™. Internat fonel diseiplihe is
superior in every ceae t0 nat ional -diseipline, -If I have cerried it out in e
form tha% might, perhsps, offend the democratic sentiments of the organization
I s the first to sincerely regret it, but I hope that this explanation will
strotghten out the misunderstanding. If you find it of uee to yourselves, you
are ot liberty to publish this explanstion in your interngl-hulletin. ‘ :

2, I do not beliave that Molinfier's "business affairs" should be on the order
of business of your organizetion, Whether he discontinues or continues his
business is not, to my mind, of great importance. He hug made s0 many worth-
less promises and sssumed s0 meny worthless obligetions that one more or less
cannot weight vexry heafily in the balance. What is necessary is to proclaim
the entire incompatibility between his conceptions (the resl ones), his meth- -
ods of ascting, his attitude toward the organizetion as & whole as well as to-
wards individual comrades (and our own?); it ig all of that wiich makes of him
e destructive fector in the orgenizstion. - In the Plenum I was the last to da=-
fend, not only his methods, wvhich are indefensible, but the necssslSy of a fi-
nal attempt of collaboration. Now, the experience of the "Commune" and RaM.'S
gttifude after the most lamentable fissco of thim treacherous adventure, Drove
in their vexry essence that there is nothing in common between R.M. on the one
hand and our principles, policy, methods and rules of revolutionary morale on
the other hand--nothing in common, I repeat. The very fect that the wiole or=-
ganization iz amiddgmdi obliged at every instant to preccoupy itself with R,
and not with gquestions infinitely more important shows the incompatibility of
Ralie with the revolutionary organization.

2

No, it is not a matter of the "businesa" in itself., It is a question, aiove -
all, of the poliay 0f "politicel pressure"” in hiw own organizat ion. 'f‘he fact
has been established buyond ell dispute. -The control commission hss formally
confirmed it. If the Internationzl Secretariat, including the underalgned,
corisented t0 the subordinetion of the R.iu. question to the interests of the fu-
sion, it was precisely for the purpose 0f giving the rank and file, especially
the youth, an opportunity to go through e Derience of their own with R.., It
seems ©t0 me that this experiencs has been fully oconsummated. It iz necessaxy
t0 draw & definitive balance. That is my opinion.
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3. Ag to the politieal resolution, 1t will be, to say the lasast, deficient if
it pernits a group of courpdes to0 vose for it vho only the day vefore exprassed
thenselvea in a contrary sense with partieular venemence, not t0 say brutalie
tye This 1s new proof that brinciplas mean nothing for R.:. end his group
vhen thay are concornsd with perascnal diffioulties. They vote for every thing,
make soft-30aping speeches and prepare sows new plo%s. 4 fietitilong unan L. ity
achieves nothing in such cases and even prevaents the organizaton from educat-
ing itself. It is something like a repetition of the mistakes in the epperi-
ence bafore the plot of the "Commune",

4. ¥hen I read L'Hums and the Popu I repeat to myself: it is iluposasible for
our French saetizn not to have atriking successes. The raport of your discuss~
ions on the Lillos case made by Fr. shows quite a high lavel. Under the DPregée.
ure of great events one learns juickly., What is needed now is a firm nucleus
in the lsadership capable of mak.ng decisions, of giving commsnds, and oF
Placing the "freelancers™, the adventurers and the factionslists in a Position

where they can do no hams,.

5. T« has sen’ you his third srticle. It is written in & vory "objective™ tone
end is very mudch restrained in its fom. This tone corresponds, it seems.to .
ue, t0 the Dresent transitory period hetween two dAifferent gteges. It is neoce
easary t0 ssplain. Lverybody in your ranks must begin to reflsct. By the ser-
iousness of our enalyais wa will win over the bYest peopls. -

6. 1 have heoard on the radio about Salengro's "buildeup® of Preparutory measw
ures againgt the strikers { conforence of the prefects, etc.). OConfliots are
inevitabla, It is the duty of the revolutionists to orisnt these confliots
towards a politioml, not a gical denouement, that is, to as little a physi-

]
ecal one as poss e. Io be avla t0 find svery time the line batwsen spineless-
ness and enarchic adventurism is not m eaxy task, Moreover your influence ov-
er the masses is still consideradly limited. But the worst sceidents provoked
by the authorlties can serve the revolutionary development on condition that
the vanguard knows how, with thé aid of the workers involved, to throw the re-
sponsibility on the shoulders of the 8lass enemy, and at the gane tine to eie
Plain the politicsl lessons deriving from it. Ihe confactionery workers of
Lills could, for example, address a manifesto to the workers of france, explain-
jing that the conduct of the factorles by ‘the workers themselves.is ent irely pos-
[5ible of realization provided that tho benks and the key-industries are in the -
hends of the people. Some corresponding quotatlons from the socislist snd oom-
muniast programs could then be given and a emelusion drawn up In the sense of thae
. iworkers' and peasants' government. ' If the bourgecis radieals oppose it, then 1t
' lis necesssry %0 bass oneself on the support of the: reel peopls, the 4-5 million
trade unionists, etc. The menifesto need not necessarily criticize the govern~
‘ment. It should make some positive proposals to the governnens in the neme of
\one factory going through a great axperience. Sud =a manifesto eould hava tre=
mendous repercuszions. It will be ?J.oted, oriticlzed, ete. in the oentire la-
bor snd bourgeois press. If they give in to physical force at the last moment,
that is, 1f the workers allow themselves to be evacusted one by one without sn~
toring naturelly into a battle with the aathorities, the menifesto of the fae-
tory atlll retains all its importasics for the futurs. ’

1 also belleve that In such a ocase the factowy {or group of factories) ongaged
in 8 atruvgle which is for tha instant without any wgy out, could send delegates
to piead its ecsuse before the unions, the workers' parties and naturslly also

before your own,
7. the TPP3 disappeared in their time almost without ieuving any trace because

the legdership wae a technical and not a politieal legdership. They believed

that by "agtion’ alone they would win over ths workers. But the workers lika
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everyone else wants to understand what he is acting for. Ths political factonr
doninetes and determines the physie=zl struggles This is not st all a matter
of preachlng spinelegsness or of seeking to cover up persenal cowardice with
gome lemrned exsgesis. It 1s rather, the necessity of understending the laws
thet detormine the evelutlon of the masses. It is necessary to accelsrate
t..is evolution with political arguments, not to counter-act it with some inept
feats of courage. (At the same time it must not for one manent be forgotten
that in this period there will indeed be a greut need slgo of courage.

8. It seems t0 me that you do not engage in specisl and gy stematic ection in
your renstration of the communist circles. I have resl egain yesterday, after
a considerable lapse of time, "}ue Faire", (July 1936). They stste that gred:
discontentment persists mside the C.P,. "1ue Faire" is phsolutely incapsble

of utilizing it, of orlienting it becanase thia purely academic enterprise has

no firm orientat ion of its own. 4 gpeciel department is necesssry for the pen-
etration of the communist rmnks., ~An erplosion 18 inevitable, bLut if you are
not prepered for it in ad"nnce, you will not be ablog~-any morse than at S. Denis-
to proiit f£from it. 1lan't it possible to ereate e special bulletin for informe
ation and rumors concerning the life of the communist party?

9. To evplain to edueste, to rrepare the sentiment, to furnish the correct
slogang: e peper even of a small fomat can Buffice for this need, if one learns
to 82y that vhidh 1is strictly necessary. Imagine yourselvss in a situation

in which you have already been driven off from the legen arena. Your illegal
peper would of necessity have to be of very mell format. Put it could st the
seme time lay a very great roie, provided it assured the coherance of the or-
genization by means of slogans correaponding to the situation,

A9, It is necassar,,r also to avoid another danger, that is, the attempt to :I.n-
pose our own calendar upon events. Toulon and Brest: as well as the June strike
are improvisations of the working class egainst all the officiml organizations,
unannounced even ingofer as your own orgenizastion is concerned. What will
thigs mognificent proletariat, =0 rosourceful, so ineginative, so full of verve
and of reminiscenses, lmprovise next? 1t ie necessary +t0 have confidence in ¥ .
. Thet is why it is necessary to pursue wilth the closest attent ivoness, evexy
move, every symptom, even every false remor thot passes through the working
clpase. It is necessary to organize an information service: peper clippings,
letters, reports, personal echoea, ste. It is necewsary for somgone to make
it his permanent business to clagsify documents, to study them, to trace the
curve of the movement, eto. This is also the only neang of "huilding-up“ the
different departuents of "Genaral Headwarters

You will perhaps sey to me that it ia much easier to give general advige than
t0 orient oneself practically from day to dgre. To Le sure, dear canra.des. I -
will ba the la.st to deny thet. Nistskes are inevitable. Not to lose one's
head nor one's courage aven in the midst of worst misfortunes-.that is the
last bit of advice that I can give you in this lpttar, which hes already over=

run its proper length.
CRUX

Fede This letter, wihh the exception of the first parasgrevh, is not necessar-
i1ly meant for publieation. But you can meke whatevuer use is necessary of 1t.
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CON'IDRIF I AL L

0 the Centrsl Committee of the R
Lmater‘d.am.

PR

Dear Comradaps:

I reply herevwith, unfortunately with a one day’s del & cauped b,f waf avorabl @
ciyounsianceg, W your lette of July 11:

1) You writa that you are ready to sand tw delsgateas to the oonference "if

the organi zatiomal affsirs will be cnsidered as the first point™. Far my
part, naturally, T an not opposed to denling with %he organt zational affairs

at any point, even the first, if that mppeara nacapsary. However, the guestion
oan only be decdd e Ly the conferen ce Ltealf and I 4o not ses how thipg mattar
oould be dacidoed irn advanne. Jince I sannot consglder yonr letter o en vltim-
atom to & i yet convened confarsnce, I conceive the matter in this light, that
you roserve toa right to inpist at tha conforence 1tgelf that the organizational
quagt ions be advanced to tha £irst polnt. Degpits the faot that such 2 proosd~
ura geoms t0 ma guite irregular and corfliocts with my whole experience, I would
not make thig m%‘ur a dlspuied question and, as for myeelf, I would acoept

youwr propossl . Unfortumtely, I @ not ses ayy conerete proposalse on your partd,
Phat cur internationsl organization revedl s great defects 1o inliaputable; meay
of thesa defeatm, 1 Lope, anbe remedied, especially if the Ivtch party hece-
forth doss what ip nocagsary in ti e internetionsl organizational work. The
moat important weaknssaes, howsver, lie in the very natwra of cur orxgasnization,
ginos 1% 18 pagscnted by all goverammta. Ws bave no liberty of movememt. 4
rart of our leading comrades 1g in the pod tion af politicsl enigration {I, for
example, &% mmong tiem). This 1@ gomething that Just sasmanot bo tslked eway.

The Bussaian lsaderehiy was always diptributed between two, and often enough .
three centa s, The bulk of thse Central Commitbee was in Bussis. Ths emigrants,
among them Lenin, were adroad. Daeplte that, however, they played & certaln
rols in the movement, und often & no% entl rely bad role. Because of the ppatial
renovs, hcwever, thero arope at all times Gifficultiesa end fxriction, which often’
sgsmumaed threatening foms. Thimoan now be very well followed with the aid

of the publislked corregpondemns oerrisld on for Lecsdss. In Buw opge, under
nern& oond it loneg, thingn are diff erant. But the good old times a2¢e nOow gone
tor Buwopss, too. We must adept ourselvaes io the vy speaifin.condit lonp
whioh ccnmtanid y grow wrse for ugslls. Tha'e Ls not reoips for this stata of
affairg t0 bo fomd anywhere. If ome puts graat atore by mutusl collaboaration,
he mupt &l ® take imto the bavgain the negative umides of the certain organiza-
tional dAlsp erssl that exists. The prs-conferencs in Bernas was propogsd pra-

d pely f£or the purpope of meking the wa'k of the confaremca in Genata 25

profi tetle snd muooth aé poassitle, X waited a month and & hal? for thia ocon-
ferenoe. Unfortunsately, 1t did not take place. 4lgo, neilthh e I nor anyons

elge have, to this dsy, reccived any organisatiormal proposale. Xt 1p salways
hard to treat proposals at a conferencs which have not besn bhrought to the
attent ion o7 the confersnce participants in advance. For youw will suraly un-
derstand thas it ip not only yowr party that £z interscted in oonal daring all:
the impor tant questions beforelmnd, tut sl so the other orgonical ons. Yat |

you make the matte still harder by the fact that in yowr last lettea you do

not desoriba by a mpingle word that which you regard ap organizational qusationa.
Eovarthelom - a3 stoted - I would be prapared, for my pext, to devote half

of the £irgt day to orpanizationsl qustions, &t least in oxder tp introduce

the dlacussion and t0 moquuint those present with what the ¢ cnorete proposals
oomcist of. Then, if £ina) daolpions &re not immodiatdy srrived at, & com-
migpion 00uld be fomed to prepars the proposals which could then be Lrowght

%0 tho latier half of the ol opinp day of the oonferansa for & moussion and

fingl decialon. In any cace, all these aro only suggesations ~ not binding =

on my rart.
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2) The most importumt question, however, is tbe rrench revalution. I pgreatly
regret, deoy comrades, that I find nothing sbowd 1t in your lether. Wf o tun-
ataly, aleo, muoh t00 litile in your paper., The fact of XKurope, 92 HKollund
included and theaeby al 50 of your party, isbeing d eclind today not in Hallemd
but in France. I readll that about a year or a year and a balf oge thee
wag on editorial oommant in the "Niouwe Fakkel® to an article of a casrada
of the Bolghevik~Leninigtm, with somcthing of tha following omisrd (I 40 not
have the paper to hand): Fe 40 not agres "that tha Prmoch situstion is moare
impor tant than the German or Bngl ish"™. This way of puiting the gqueetion io
abptract and tharefar e incorreot. It im not e question of the oompariasm of
the higtorliosl imporiaznoce of the varicus oontriez, out of the ocvrraect svalu-
aticn of $he revolutionary warid conJumoture. Tha fate of the EURCPEBAN work
olans for deonles 0 comae ip being deaidad today {n France. OW Fraich section =
®8p ] [ sp and weaknesses, which Jimow very well - has beooms
a higtoriael faotor whioclh far oversghadowa all the ota &« ssoticnm. 2o refuse to
perceive thip would be, at least in ny eyes, to be affected bty opporiunistl e
biininess. ¥e must support our French section with all our £ orces, mors than
our rational pections anl organizations, Zo0T il wo take a Ereat oiep forward
in Franoe in the cowpe of the coming montha, 11 w1l be of immeasurable gig-
nificsnos in a1l tho viher comnirlies, sl Bo, by sxarpls, for the impeniing Duich
glections. I2 I might trunglete my thomghis into the language of commerce, LWV
Gulden invested now in France wuld, in the ocoming peiod, yield a groater in-~
terept them 1,000 Guldan in Hollsnd, Busda or Boglmd. That iswhy I peg with
& oariain apprshension the faot that you actuslly owrlook the queetion, and
even meka yonr partlioipation in the conferaice dapondent, to & cartain degree, -
upon genorel "wganicetional™ questions which we ghell yet eettl e and which ws
shell slwsye heve 10 pettls over again in fhe coxr se of yesrs %o come. I regard-
el the omferenos in the £irst plnce ug the gotlsring of the international staff
for tle purpoge of meking the French quastion the international guastion, and -
that In every romact. - . PR ) ]

‘3) It seems %0 you superflucums.to have to0 adopt = poamition towards the London
Bureau at the confarence. l_;rgdc no olrecumgtances can I sxpreee my agrement
with t him. The wor st ebstacls Loy us, ® mOg. malignept eneamy, 1g the
London Bw scu and 14s effilisted organlzation. Youy onrtoonist, whom I
.aluays admirs, recently deploted the II and III Intenationsls as twe dogs |
let loose wpon the IV Intewmetional by impaisligm. Wnfortunately, ke forgol
to preamt the small, mangy cuwr who pommp &s arowsd our 1lega, anarls at us,
pnaps at ourcalvems, and seaks by thia to pravent us finighing off the big
dogg. This is no gubordinated qusstion. what the SAP-ILPipts ddgnify in a
revolutionary period, iea shown again by Mercesa Pivert and Godefrold in. ,
Franne and in Belgium. The ILPipta ares not ons wit betie than the Siligta.
This they bave amply denongirated by their aevolution in the last twc yoars.
48 tho gituation becomas more threatening and movra filled with remponsibllity,
the morae resotionaryand - to us ~ more inimiosl 40 all thease 914, sllok, in-
oorrjigibla opportunl gie and pacifigts beoome. Gne Goerp notLfight fa the »
IV Intemational by flirting with them in & closed room, by danocing att emdence -
on them, by paying vipits to them, 3%0. 0%0. = for sll this only glves them
en exaggerated opinion of thely own iwmportasmpa and ingitas them to furthe
invagiong into our own renks; nc, ons fights for the IV Internatiomi only

Ty pitilessly exposing these 1ittle gentlemen and oalling them by thelr right
nama.

4) Lot us take the ILP question. I reslly ocannot reproach myself with arny
precipitatansms in t M e question. For yearn I followed the evolution of this
party, quite oalmly and cbjectively. After Sohmiit's end Pattern 's vipit to
me, from which I learned a good desl, I wrote a periss of articlap znd letters
of e entirdy friendly kind to the ILP people, sought t0 enter imto per somal
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oontaot with them and counseiled our Endlish friends to joln the ILP in order,
from within, to go throwgh the exp wiance gyptematically and to the vary end,
Since the lagt visii of commdes B, and 4. I famulated my observaitions in

thig smze, that there ian' nuch to be 2one with thys ILP. The thres f us
warked ont a definite propoml for ouy Britisi comrades ( & nanifegic tc the
party, ocllection of sigmatur e, eto.). Comrade Schmidt went t0 Englazd mnd
Judged the yian to be incorresot. FNatwaily, thiz was not sithout it s influsnos
on the oomr ades, an wdl ap on ma. I immedictdy said %o mysdf: Sommidt
Inows ithe sitwetion in the ILP vetter then I 49; pehuds hy seee ixm the ILP

such aspacts ag eacape me; therefore the deoision ghonld parhaps be poatpomed
in order to gea the effect of the latest big everts (the war in ibyazsinis, eto.)
at ths ooming pariy confarence wikh the ILP. To lose two to threes months in

a ovitical perlod ip slwayse & great logs. But it pecmad to me, elte comrasda
Schmidt’e intervention, that it 1g necessary to go throwh this new caxperionce.
Well, 1t 18 now already behind us. To gontinue now with au afort to revive
the 1llugion which hes been ehmttored to bits, would be nothing 1ees than to
infliot 8 bad servica on the csuse. In tdmes of oalm, e oan Live on illusions
for a long pericd; in 2 peiod of eriga, 1 one doos not taks into zccount

the hard faota, that 1s, % e actusl poliqy of Camirimn mnd pacifiem, conpegquently
their deeds, but ocongiders one’s oun wishes snd smtimwis, cne conrts the daun-
ger of bosaming the shadow of tha Centyiste nd pacifiazts and of compromising
end deatroying one's om organl sation. That iswhy I Gesm 1% absolutdy neo-
ospary f0or our canradlen to bresk opanly with the ILP amd to trmafer to the
Labous Pavty where, ag ia shom ogpeoially by ths expariencs of the Youth, much

more oan be soccomplished,

5) You camplain in your letiar that memy partles bave carrled thr ough tsctical
turng without preceding intenational A souspion snd decliglon. This canplaint
doag not appsar ocxraect % ms, especially to tho axtent that 1t refere to the
Anerican perty. Ths disocupusion theare was extaded for mors than & year and
moreover 1t wes based wpon e previous French di sougsion and experience, Sim
The dj sousaion had an intemational charecter. All aeotiona, withowt exception,
tock & poaition on it. ZThe Lmerican frienda mew gquits wdl the sentinmts
prevalent in tha varions seotions. Hstwally, they oould not oarry throwgh an
intarmational referandun. In the last moment the leasdarship, oongldaring the
sitnation at the Yime w8 highiy favorabtie, took the deolsion upan itgelf, It
“would not have been warthy of tha mame of a ravolutionery lesderphip 1f 1t

* 414 not have the courage io make indepadent deaipiona. Tiat thls losderakip
15, however, pemeated with a truly internationalist apixit, it danongirated

by the faot that two of its represmtatives have come in order to r onder =m
aoccounting m& 0 take Zoll repponsibility for thelr oondust before the in-
terngtional forum. ZThis semme 10 me %40 be the GENUIEER Jntarnationsl im.

6) We oannot mske any claim to 1esding diractly onr naticml asecotions fxram a
varmk or, even if this oant er were muwh more united than it ig at presant.
Within the bounds of the united program and tha otmmon politiosal lines, svay
peotion must necspsar i1y lay cleim to a cexteln ellow Yoom in wiiok to aot.
Ian e litile swpriped that I am obliged to pay this 0 the Duioch friemd
ey who, up to now, oarried on their poliqy abaclutely ind ependently aml fn
meny important questions in direot contradiotion with the firm opinion of
the international organization. In thipg resp act, we have glways showsd the
graatest caution md - if you permit -~ the grentest forbearsnae emp ecinlly
towards the Dutoh party. We shsgll, I hope, &l 50 do this in te future. But
we rotain the ¥ight to our qinion, if not pwliely (as wap the caps with ths
"Sieuwe Pakkel " with refarence io Belgium and quite wrongly), then at least
within the bounds cf the organization. Unfortunately - ani this iz a re-

proach that I must dirgot primarily 8t my dess frigng Miceviige;
| ] - m.
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The Duteh Losdarship Lg imprapnated wilh the opizit of tho groa%ess Antolerancs
towarda any eyitiodisn, The poliay o ouy toarioun o Balglm ZLriends, %e my
notaing ol thq Gomens, nyy be olvply oritdsiaed md rojectsds Rub if me
attampts t2 mise the Srede unlon poliqy of the Iumtah dbroh o pa¥dy. oven 12
only in W e 43 repulacd tAth the sreatvst shoarpmons. Iree
‘oclady thia @ . ig by no meann the pizlt of vecdprocity, svoked
dlzeets sfrotion mmong very usay comrades, and vexy £ood one@, in all asontlona,
and thie dlegsad) afaction 15 juztliled, it Rlem in the Intwast <2 the gwevd
vonnd ag wall an of the Dujch leedezship o ddopal this ilong secumuliating de-
matl xfaotion Iy neans of s caln and Irlendy SExER xposis On at the conferance
md %o atop mekling u "Szbou® ol of the ITukoh gquealioome This dlm balongs
raong the "orgoniantioml” guections thad you wunt 30 have dedlt with ag $he -

-'iﬁﬁpm ‘ . N Y I E RN YRR

I omels r2ortunastaly ﬁxtwupt the lottar in oxdar 8o catch Amc aazmau in #me.
hoze S2at T hare mob Uae s ERcwpb AeRtE o ox thedte oF 5 e ee to dose oY
. have.not the ymo ORr 8 02 ghadow oF 8 dexles 33 loocen Aht.
contast wilh you,' t0  rendg m’a‘ﬁ:&m '. &ioﬂt ‘pesi¥ion o2 $he" mtah;?zw

mo¥s AU TLid o = parantholl cally « to dia wy Zyiadship with mssviietg 2

- need not agmre yon of thats I bave urged a parsonal petiling deguthe? ginoe
oy azrival in Nowwsye If X wore no$ tound lmnd ond 2ood,. X wonld have vipied
Hellesnd twd or thras Woas ks year, for I put the gsugm store by porgonal
dissusstonm, smscially with citer ond axparieoced dompeder, in th eus Tatalul
tinesy It WA o in homge whas X Tegcived she A oiier that comrnies .

Bor onE hi0 peoneat B e Dntor bt oo S
R, g p¥o S0 fortwna s N0 8
!gnq% i%e Sneaviied W viglt, bk mﬁormmfy 414 no% kasp
his pronises X do not wmt ¢ caghin tn ihia moxn&aomlﬁu _
£a3a% that ccozade Schmidt vish 2 two, Af no§ thros, Wneg Aduwring this

paziods In ths laticr v Shaek ovnly ward ol o cmphanise that a

‘pergsom) masting could nok replace the officlal confvanwae ond Shat your .aon~

partioipation in th a corf arenue a%.a time 1ike this mould inevitaldy be iaterw

predataed by the wihol e publis ag s politosl ruptuve Witk all oue cxpanliaations,

Yo tunntaly, yowr perticipation now oeang 10 me t0 Do pamured snd tiorewidh wo

oan oslunly dAloenes the =officicl ™ ond the persmal nawl ofoe : .

With 2rateemal groatings,
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73 L now coma $o #puin. In ocae o7 Lie Libast leStar -, eonznde 3naevliet,

i7 %40 nce of she G2 of e » iy, 500R 1) the dofonge of the puurin<Nin
rorsy ooodnls my cllega’ly oxafnreriatod or too . rp abbaokse Thig nat only
sopanes 40 1.0 50 Lo unjnatilio. lut ples ingozzranensiule. Tie strurnle with
o oirin do%es nos dase Irow veuborday. iu enidire p.liar during the revoluiion
- v tion:llssic-provineisl and ebly wouwrsgaods; renctleonary br 1tz entire
Gssancse 1 rezerded thzs Last pueliely @ ose thn wree froa the cerlnring of
tha revolution on, Nin too, with those vaeillitions proper to him, ncknow-
lot~: Shis. M™e srogrm of tno "demoeraticecocinlist" revoiution is ¢ legiti.
oSe eaill of tne ¥iurini-d nplrit; it correupondr eesentiully to the program
07 5 Llum emZ not of a Lenine As fo. Kin, cdudine die 1hol. rovolusion ne
prote L0 re z comples: 1y paucive dilletecnte, vho fdoes not in he slirnbtest de-
rrec thirk of pertisirating getually in the roou vtruprle, of winnino the inpage
ps, of lacding them 50 the revolution, ote. He contentod nimsclf vith ayper-
critiesl listle artieles on H.unlinistn, on woel:lists, ebce 2his is now & very
10 5 toLn0dityd  burding the sories of gencrsl surlies in barcelona he wroie o
lonserr on =11 eoneciveule ~uentions but did pot rention by as much s & <ord
sue genercl stridaes ind his om role in thenm. In the gourse 0f those yem'e we
orneizagodc hwdreds of letters. I nlways endonvoreé 50 recelve from him not em-
br-lisernry cbservations on everything end notnine, Luh practliesl indiontlons
for he rovoiutionsry atrurple. ToO ry concrcte juentlons, he elways replied:
ag ko $hnt I shall writo inoy ne + lattert. This Mext letter™, howeveor,
r.ovor prrive’ - 02 yonrz. Dhe smractost misfortune for the Spenidh seet ion was
shao T2ot et s ran vith a nome, with o certain paut ond the avravle of a 0=
srr of Stnlipnix, =bood &% its hent und £ll the while lod i wronaly :nd pernly.
ned S%e e mplendid goeinldint youth omue gpontsmnoougly to the idea of the IV
1a% snntiongl. To 2ll our vrgings that all atscntion be levoled to the sooizl-
it yout:™, we recoived only holloy gvasiongs MNin was concernes’ with the "indo-
pondence” of the Spenish gootion, thut is, vish his oyn passivity, v/ith hia own
pobty politionl coufort; he (idn't wnt his dilletante captiousness to be dig-
surbed vy proot ovents. Ihe socinllst youth then parsed over slmost completely
into the Sinlindst omipe The lode who euglled. thengelvos Buleievik-Leninists .
and vho permibted thilas, or better yobt, wito canased thls, bed t0 bo atlimmetlzed
forev:r as o'lmincls agringt he rovolution, 4t ~he noment when Xin's bankrmpt
cy boeae elenl evern to hig own supporbers, he u:nited with the nrticnslist-
Cut . lonim: philigbine L urin, broaking off ull relutiong vith us by the declare .
otion thnt "the IY urderutandc nothin - of Sranish pffpirs". In rTeelify Nin
widsrz anéz nothinp of rovolutloni.zy poltigr or of Merxiem,

Wil

The new narty soon found itself in the tow of Asmana. But to Boy siout thias
fneb: It is only & mnll, Semdornay technienl clestorsl vpuement, sewms L0
e 0 Le mhpolu. oly incdmiusible. The parsr uwadersipned the most niserzbile of
nll FPeople's Proat progruns of Azanp eond siultonoously @ lse itp doath sen=
tenoe Lor yoors to cone. Yor nt overy attenpt ot eritieige of the Feople's
Farant {vwd Leurdnebin aze now medkine saeh dospersse ehtenptsd theyr will nlweys
reasive she atereot; ped roply from the radleal bovrpeois, £ omn the roclsil dee
1moexraty i the edumunisin: Bubt didnt't you rourseclves tcke purt in tho oroi-
tion o &2 Peoplo's #rons and gipn lts nroprmut and if theue senbtlason then
sry 50 mnXe use of tha rosban gubterfupe: "it wnis only 1 tegnieal mancuver

on our surt® - Sher wWill only nocie thonselvoy rid .eul g, These people have come
plet (v cnraly sed cheusnclves, eveq if they sere noy wie peeSedly Lo dlnpliay o
movaluiion o will, whiar is no%, however, & o araee  die av Bl arliwe:n and bo-
tragrale emich ranin alimost unoks orved in norial tines, firnd n nlchty reparcuss
isn in the fine of rovolrtion. I% alacld nover be fo jostion thnd the rovolue
wion or-atng eapeeinl adusble coadifiomes ALl In )1 I ernnot urderntmd

how 1% ig shebd aStenuasing clroungiinces are wourht Ffor dho dponissh botroyers,
wiidle al the sume tine ouvr delpiin £ donda, <ho ore fipghting with pro<oninant
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cournpe sroinat he cnormous 7O nmachine and the 3telinisto and who have quite
subotantinl suecessos Lo mow, ara publlcly dispurupgoed in tae ™ fouw iuklgl",

8) In sho luSest mubor of ".abtullu" there s un wppeak of tho i aurinepin party
to vur Soubth Anerican sectionu, vhich representus an uitonpt t0 group the latbter
ground tho soeslled "Farty ol ppcxlsmn’ Unity" on o purely nitionul basis. TLive
evoyy soetion of the London buremi, the Spanish “arxism® verty of son?. slon
tries to penetrate into the ranks of the IV Interuational, tp aplit them, eto.
There you hgve the Litilo cur who angds at our calves. wust wo not sny oponly
to ovr South American organizations, chiea abill have in thelr ranks sATiBt
porilunentariansz, ete., vhabt tiie Aifferonce ic betweeon un and tho London Euresu
ond vh Jiin bLrogks with us in Burope and wonts £0 ppvour in Sovth Azerion ns :
the pletivtio wiifler of all the revolubtionary forcest Tuils contanptible

hynoerigy, which glways cheracterizes centrian, muot be pitlesely ungovered,
tfica t0 prove the ARSOLUTZ MMCESHITY of our theses or the

M™ic zlons would mi
London 3urami.

9) The juestion of question: at present ias 1o People's Foont, The Left Cen-
Erists seck to praosent lhis juestion as u tactioul or even as a teochnicsl mane
euvra, s0 a3 40 Te able to praciise thelir little tmainere 1n tho phadow of the

Peoplo®’s ¥.ont. In roalilby, the Puople's Front is the WAIN MUEJTION OF FRQ=
LETS3LAN CLASS 3T 30K for this opoch. It glaso offers thae bast oriterion for

the differcuse befwoen Bolsrevism and lenshovian. Yor 15.ig often forpotten
that he grosbtest nistorical ezample of the Pooplnfs Front is the February
1917 revolujion. From Fsiuruary to Outobor, the ensieviks und ths Socinl Ree
volutlonisgts, vho represent n very good parallel to the Teosmu icbs" and the
socinl. demoerat:, weréd 1n the clomeet slliunce and in 3 permanont coalition
with $he bourgooia party 6f the Cidets, together vith whom thay formed a scries
of goalition govormaentn., Under the cign of this Psople¥s Pront stood the
vhole mass of the poople, including the workers?, peuscnts'® and soldilers! counw
cilge To be sure the Boimevike‘participubed in the eounclila. Bubt bhey 448
not mrke the :lightest concossion to the Poople's Froat. Tholr desiand wes
.10 braak thils peopln's Lront, to rend the allimnee with the Codets and to ore=-
-ate & gonuvine workera' and pessants! govornment, - All the People®s Fronts in
Europs are only a pale copy and often a carieature of the Rugeisn Peoplels
Froat of 1217, whiar could ‘ufter ell lay claim to p much grester Justifieatlon
for it3 existence, for 1% was still-a juegtion of tha atru:gle sguinst Czarism
wnd the rommats of feudallsi, If Liasluw and Dubois now ooguette with the .
“Peosle'a Front, with 2l) thelr ulfra-Leftist MiAntranaigennce, they thay only
prove thoroby that ther have not understoovd the real stratoegle antagonigm
betwaen Bolshovipm ond Manshevimne Thay domcnded of ua that we put wup tha
slogan "the People's Foont in Fowex", that is, to danand the powar i1or the
ooalition of tho worlprs und the ouplilalisto.. At the sase time they mede merry
‘ovor our demand: "Iut thoe bourgools out of the Fooplsts loonti" Hamied in
gomavtind with regorvatlons, thoss fhougita aro slse o be found in an artiole
of Laulow's in the theoretionl journal of the Duteh partye Nor my part I can
only repres this, for thic fnot mnkes the most puinful jupreesaion on 2ll of ug.
- Do wa bove differenoes of opinion in $his jqueation, wher it i o metter of
oholeo bebtwoon lolghovims aud l.angiovian? Yaea or noY 1 hope nok! Ihen
wvhenes thin inexplioulle $oleorcnco s or [Luslow's thorouphly opporvurliastic cone
ceptlons? Min position ol our P conch neotion in all tho Important auestilons
ia lncorporslily more correst and jlarsian, evon thoupgh tiere la no sparing of
eriviciamy of Hic Mrench section in ousr own wunks, L you iy g2e from the
brochuro of Nleolio Bran. Yot I mat oiy that the text of the Frenoh U5 "Om
va l2 rouvornement Liung® is un excellent picec of work, which 1p worth leling
sranslataf into all she lmguages 0% Sho IV Internnbtion.le An for mo Deorsone
ally, I leorned o poad depl from thig brodiurc. Yet our Frandh corades are
¢o poor (for whioch tioy thomsolvous Le.l the Ligc in lorge meawmure) that shay
Tone

wore unpble to publish the brochure in printed, but only in mimeogra,;hev2401
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10) TFormit me now to nass over %0 the Dutch party. I 40 not reed Duteh, I
only hnlfvway dociphor the titler, » fow asntoneceu, cnd if the mabter wppe ors

I vortint o ne othor camirades oo 0 1y alds 1 can thercfore lgy no cleim
a% 11 to oommpetones in tho luteh -uentdon, tevortheloss, I follow as much as
poscitlie, by meuns of the suropewn progu, the life of Hollund, s in correwmon-
denee with my friend dneevliet { insofer ua o roplics to my lebttor:s, vhich is
nu. the mle, anfortunatoly), cbtee Whaut I sny .lout the Duich Darty sa there
foroc only be ingoupnlete and Iry/mentary:

a2} Thoe great werlmess o tho Dutch prriy seeme to mo to be the lack of a
progra. of action, Por nore than s yesr we heve kel &n exchanga of coinions
wiit Snoevliot on thle scoree Insofar as I niy p rzit myeelf a Jjudgsent, the
g isatdon of the p.rty secma to me to rewt fnr tso rmeh upon personal inpro.
vis:tbions, vpon Imrreauldis of the doy Or woeek, snd therefors hears o éispersed,
e:'tensive und not a soncenbtruted oharuster. 4 roformist party can easily re-
eoncile itsell to suoh = sifuatidn, but in no way A rovolusionar, party iike
the 23AP, for 1t san fight suocoesefully az:inasi the finully triumph over the

orgc parsias only By wo.ng of tite olaPiy and conconbratedness of the slogans
it ias elaborated Zor the vhiole preseut aposi. Soveral monthe sgo the Dutoh
parsy formel a ocowmalsslon $o elcborate the prograz of action., The commigsion -
laid out, =0 ab loasst 1% oppeared 50 me, t00 extaensive gnd toco comprehengive

8 plan, Jor my psrt I proposed to meparate tho plan into two parks: first to
worX out g brief but conelusive progrum of action for Holland and then o o=
lovorate the large progra: in conneation with othar sections as the progrem of
. the IV Internctional. Courade dneevliaet - Af I raoniber rightly - was elaso of
"tk ig opinion, Unfortunstely it does nobt nppeur that this ocoumission has yet
Produced o slngle drafi. At ony rate, I have recelved none, as wus promiged
me. It ig big:ly regrettable that among otier thingn ulee for the lwnpeniding
eleosions we have not armed ocuruelves in pood enoupgh & die with r sharp progren

‘ b) In the trade union juestion too I cwnnot shara the poliny of our Dutch
brothexr portye The roagsond therefore I have often med forth in writing and:
espociglly werbally. "The NiS-polisy continues Lo be ocarried out only on the
baisls of the law of inertia. Tere is no despar stra.tegz;io mot imation for it.
. The develspiiens in Holland, j. st ss 18 now the ease In France, will have 4o
ghrike out eitier on the revolutioncxyy or the Fausoist roeds In elbher oase
I sce no place for the NAS. YWhen tie grant striie weve willl dbegin in Hollgend,
whioh -should be regarded as highly probvaile if not certnin, the reformiat trade
©wrniong will grow wmiphtlly, nbaord fresh elemsnts inte thelr w»enks, snd in suah .
& Doridd the HA3 will appenr to She messos as an incoaprohensible gplinter ore
ganizasion. In aonssjuenocae, the maiznes also become uwnrevenstive ¥0 the correct
slozzng of the R3AP and the leadership of the NA3. But if all the menmbers of th
RSAE and the Lout Kis elemonts woere inaide tho raformist trade wnilons, bhen dura
“inp the Impenling upsurge thuy oould beeaie the axia of cxyratallization of the
Leii wing nd later on the decisive force in the lboxr movanents I must say |
auitz oponly: tho gyrstanatile, golicitously orronged xiokx agitation ingldle the l
refurmizt trade unions soais to me She only mogns not only of preserving the !
RSAE as a genuinoly indoyencont pursy (for by Itwolf thin hasn't ang higtorice.
al v:lue}, bub ulgo of ocrrying it to victoxy, thnt is, to power..

e} In tho Youih jeution, the poliay of the pnvty d0cas not ucoms %o w 0 be

sufieiwmtly cleaxre I Imow thoé ot she hend of the Dutah Youbh we love vory
£00 1 'nd promiging clewenbse. Mee must, howover, find thalr r1ali of activity
80 £g not %o peraist und to withor cwar in the sbhotranat-sactaripn e-istonce oF
Merouldebe ow=it-zll". Miig fialt of work ocan ¢ found only in the trade
unilons and @aong the rofomist youshe I wo continue t0 lose tine, the dutch
youtin will foll viotd of stulinisi, 45 is the case in Spain, and to a sub-
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fguntinl deprao also in Englund. In Belpgium, dssplte the tordiness and de-
siite .the mudl t00 ArresQiube vuciluSing poiiqr, cortain succes8s3 wore nee

v rthelesy asiilove? a-cinst Sodofl oid amongr the yousthe In Americe; the gociale
ivs youta, ~fiich cartcinly 1008 nog robrezant  girons organizution, has,
tlinnxs Bo the correct nolligr of our Asoricmn co-thinkara, received a4 pood antie
Ss.linlot lmooulision und now finds itzolf on the ripht roed. 1t would roally
Ly dgustreous 1P our Jgd: foubth sootlon were noé o underatond that it muot
i. edicsely dovoto all its foroos 50 work within the refoimist youthl

I Imoyw, dour ~auiradez, thet with nany of theme obasrvetions I eoxs into sharp
oonlliet with thoe ¥hows 0% cerxrbuin louding oircles of the RSAT, lor o I lay
tio gligubest e¢lain, not only not for mrself {th-~:t would be altogethor out of
ti.e juestion), Lub aloo not for the lmponding inkernstional eonferenca, to the'
rijat to zlter, in 2 bSrice, the popition of the Ri3.r in the decleive ;vesti.ne.
Az In pll of our goctions, the necessary change ean only muture from within,
Toe other soectlons ann only be of aasglrsipenoe therzin, by ueins of responsible
oritieian. L:is latboer gy no other pims What we now need 1s un open d fscusS-
ion on theso questions with the Dutch frionts in order tc promote mutual under-
85 1dinge for ex.mple, I put no eonercte propoasls %0 the corf erence on the
Dutar srzde valon juvestisng und woulld advise ageinat adopbing any binding do-
‘eision. Quwr general line in the trade union question LWIr be put clenrly. I
g0t o 40 shig In a few llnes in the draft on the Frpnco-belpian-gitusntion,.
FPerhapa, too, Indepeadent trado unilen theses will Lo mubnmitteds At gld aventa,
14 would be falge to muke an orgm izational uiltimptum to the Duteh party out
of this question, A0 unanimously cnd unumbiguously as possible we state our
orinion on the trade union juastion In goneral :nd fir thig openlon in vwritbing.
We ~igcess opanly with the Dutch comrades ns t0 their perapectives. But we
regzact tha speclal pituntion in Holland and leave to the Mutoh comrpdes ftha
- working out of the nocessmy methods in the tredo w-ion guestion, THIZ IS THS
FOLAL TIOP0SAL 24AT I .FUT 20 TUE CONFERZTICE. ,

. 11) In oconclusion I ghoud utili like t0 s whet is neceessay onmy lebter to
Shazhiiman: how and why 413 I write thiz leatter? The initigtive for the con-
forcnes oane from Dame on Anrlil 11. e oorrospondanes devoloped In the course
of ipril and the convoentlon was plinned for tne month of June. Zhus, nobody:
eun hzlk of any "preolpltation® whiitaoever. The fisherman'®s ctrize, I bolieve,

o414 nob begin In April nox sven An Mgr. In any oase, evexry country now hag its
striXes wnd itz muss movemonta and if we're to vwmit with tho inkernstional ocon-
forange until oaplete enloa prevills in ovary country, we ohovld naver be nble
£0 10old u confarenoc. ‘Tho finaneipl end porosonal diTiieunltiesn exlset erary-
whern .luse All Gthe leorgor seotlions ware apresi on the necesglty of convoking.
the coaferinoe.. Ouly tho Rutoh ueotion rave evanive unswerza. In Eiabt connee-
"tion it did not refor so much o the fighermen's strilke a3z if 444 to the - in
its gres - wrong poliqr of the Amoriean seosion, to the deficlancleg of the I,
to the wosknessos of tilo ¥. endh seetion, obo., eto. Just b tha Eime when we -
word Laxing part with bho proatest srdor in the work of propuring the confor-
enes, 0of eliborating the tiosos, ato., Hiore apneared in the "Kieuw Folkiel"

& doplurable noto on thoe Balglun wseotlon; alao, the raport on-the perasecutions
of sho Froanc: section was writiton in sush n mmuer as 20 give the apoewrsnes of

©wanting to deproouke the mport.nee of H#ia Frono ascetion. 1 received z letter
in vi:leh comrude &neevwliet, in tho name of the Dikeh Contral Cowrilttec, cen-
sured no for iy wrtiele prringt Maurindidn, Althourh the Datdh 80 did net - ive

o delinitec :ngwar to tue quention of 1ig jJartisipation in the confernnce, &

broposed 0 ug to Luake part "in ;. fow ponthia" in o conToronce nlanned by the

Lonéon Bure w, UEveryone who thinkez politionly will hevoe to zamif that theoe
fuctz give sufficiane cause Tor eoneem. Jte wedia cndervprise hung in sid- cir
Zor woeks and wo wers unable to sead tho ancrde.n frionde the promised btelegrum
vincunedng tho detes Finally bioy oimo S0 .urope of tholr oen initintive vithe
ub pwalbing bhe telogram. Tig faet oroptod o foree mnjoure, ¢0 t0 cpank, for
10 orgadizers of tho emfercnse, Aftor nall wo could not lab the Azeris:n oou-
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rudas roburn hone anpty~hunded. Rirht pftar -onrade Lrikts orrival here I
proontly seab Gneovlled o tol gruie For 1oce bthup 48 hours we vecedvwod no »ed
ply %0 1ie S I woat a soeond, iill nore urgenb folegruase Ihis wus finclly
anewers  cith the promise of a ca.arlieation by mall, I coasuniontel my ©ioe
uichule «and Wy ehproiension co golirade Uril in g noeb moderzte nnd res -rved
to plead emphniieslly Lefowe $he Dubte eonrades for their
nurbiol aslon in shp coanfoercnne. Comende Sril. holdl 50 lonve us before the
plannel sre-sonferoneo coulsl be hold., After his densrtume, 2 lodteor from come
rade g, arcived fram syisberdau, the confients of which Loilod down S0 the
shab oven now, nftor She weival of $ae .unoricana, the Duteh oGinrpdos
wer 3411 uncule to decida In favor of particip bion In tue emference, St
bnes propose - seraoncl ke ing wifSh me for the second n A of sagoad od that
e woke thedir pnriicipetion in sose eventunl ponferonce in Subwrn more or
leos Jependent upon tihe resvlity of thig eonversatioa, Heturglls, 1t would
havas bzan mors advaintageoous to wait for the report of eourads Xrik on his conva.k
gosicnge  And th gt was ry Lfirst thought. Lubt then I suld 0 myaclf; 1F 20ma
ate Srik goSa the sone cnawer as Sha. Shen, after the receipt of hig rapors,
“therc will no lunger e a posclvility of saving the calze of the ewif eronoe,
I .0 %0 sry thut 0 Wys:lis In the lipght of the present uituabtion egpeeially
in .rznee and congidering tho gxrival of the Aneriecons, I e:nnot of ecurse o =
pluin to grsell tho atbisude ol the Dubch ecomradewn on the grounds of luel of
fuida or of tho fishermon's atrile, but on much dosdox politiocel prounis: wmany
loaling Jubch gomrades believe thoy can uve of sorvice (0 the IV Inbernusisnal
b contaet with Sie Londoa Jurem, that ig, by eoila. ovotdlon wibi: the latter
il aob by mowns of urramitsing strugls againat it. Yor a gro. S number of
goirades, however, the wonbeeb with tie London Burear sipnifles nothing but Lue
‘bro:x with tho IV Internatlonale. I -conaidoreé it sboolubely heceusaxy 50 orimg

nent e ol nagced hi

fass

tu She attonfion of the Lubch cminiexs shis Jdeep-roing difference of opinion

beiors ticy odopd sheix finel decision. Tho senpo of 1y lettor wes: IT,
filgs tite the e perienon rlroendy acjuired, you lgy store by sitting down ot
one telle with the 3AP-ILE cte., then you chould at least teke o senl ot ona
c:ble - with us Lefore thut, in order to cohier with va on thig « J0r U3 - B0 .
Liporsant ond deoedsive uegidon, Teb ve hope thut esftor all w6 ool come t0 &
ecuson deelsion, byt if you caue neither to the pré-oonference nor to the con--
- fersuce itself, and furthor devalod your conneetions with the London Bureau,
then we oonnob evalunto the conue;uenges of much g proeedurs in any other way
thon ag the Inevitsebld Erook with use  In this o-itlocl zituntdon I doomed 1%
nocass.y to oxprass iy opinion, quite ovetily snd without sdornment, on the
pos;ible oconlzsTuences ©f the nou-purticlije tion of the Mustch 2rionds in She cone
for:neee iz I did iIn the lebfier to Aine nd I aloo aont a eopy 90f the lebber
to gngevliet. Lnd I seid 50 myself 14 the Datoh eourades have Linally come
to tiie decision $0 neo¥ an entirely v . fercnlx rond to %ho new Internabionsl
thaa ours, then wy letter will no lunjer bhurt, Uub 1f thelr wry of aection iq
50 U# 2 pluined only by tuie fact thab #igr 40 not asoribs mfficient inpor-
tancs 50 the thing (widich I olso alrsniy . rasna au o digigting sympsor) then
my lebbar will gull shedr asiantion bo the Taobd Lzt @ U3 tho nabber iy of
D.Cis Vi d.porsanca. Mo dubdy comrades will shon suToly utbor many a sirong
wQri chous lie lesStor, but heir posifions will aot Lo detemined Ly the 0 o
tlon of etiuosbe bubk by bha daczp ossouce of the oeised sliuntion. In odili-
tdon I aadd 50 wgraeldy i s forSancsely ubill in ansSorine. fie will suroly
A0 evoryShiar (o neudyr;-lize the aepgartive Da-chslo-le:l conszowonses of wy 1.
torvensfon, Lus .lao diab.rvaribiin will seve o B slaze pousib.ve rowlts tae
mors sloards, owenl: vt Lrouwgkly tua waole alsuabdion in dlnelosad,




lotsor, thor-fore, I und 1 lone bour Shg Tosponuiviliby. I anm 1tite

50 baXe uny conwere Jor 1, racsriless aof whoe il comes fro.., unt let
0 "inzwlt" unyone was, Sbviounly, nos Ly inkensicn.

ePprsivnaeions arisins oud of

all on ny shouldesr.:.
was NI o ueabdon of porel e rges, i of
an Le read out of my

o - et s

tan o dstenes of b0 contrury lines. Ii - “ing L5 a
Listor, I aw prepi.ved to wishdraw
1: wnd %o exeuse iyaelf, for it is rollly not .. Ak g
2e¢ Freneh revolution and the i1V Int rnnt longl,

Miene noo my oxplanasions, de.r comradon. I rraasks regret thoat I opnnog meat
wish r in Goneva, for I caeers.in Hict a personil discussion would elinin~
oie overy 4iiiow of diseord baSweon us. But even -ithout my presence tic CON-
forunco will aurely eliminaie the seeuwmuletad nisundersiendings «nd oret e
bobt-r conditiong for the further eollghoration, '

T yrou iy hand in z}ll frioend s ip ukd wish you the best

any o:pros:oion tiub may give any dmuge for
lon of etiyuetta but of

Ii 5iia sodrit I esend
Fuclead. . - .

Yours,

C:ux.
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To Cennon and Shachtman
avendia lLondres 127

Coyoacan, D.F,
biexico
lay 285, 1937

Dear Comrades:

I nust say that the attitude of our comredes inspires me with
the greatest anziety for the future. It is not a guestion of
special differences or of concrete issues, Imnortent as they may
be, but the whole line of our comrsdes ceems to me to be an oppor-
turistic one. I understand that some formal adaptetion, some dip=-
lomecy, was inevitable, but I nmust say thet the cuantity 1s large-
ly trensformed into quality. The wheole line is nothing but a
~Periticel" adaptation to centrism. I must cite two recent docu-

ments: {A) the private letter of "max" about the convention, and
{b) Shechtman's article, "Towerds a Revolutionary Soclalist Party".
The titled ol this article aslone cheracterizes & fal- e perspective.
It secems to me established by the developments, including the last
convention, that the party Is evolving, not into a "revoluthonary” "
party, but into e kind of ILP, that is, & miserable centrist poli-
tical abortion without an perspective, - : :

The affirmation that the American Sociglist Party is now
"sloger to the position of rebolutionary Marxism than any varty of
the Second or Third International” 1s an absolutely unmerited com-
pliment; the dAmerican Socialist Party. 1a only more backward than
the analogous formations.in Xurope -- thelOUM, -ILP, SiP, etc, e~
and 1ts backwardness permits the leaderc to 2ccept certain general
revolutionary motions on war anfiother, distant questlons which.do not
impose any direct responsibility on the varty. The 4dmerican
Sociallgt Party has more freedom in the sphere of revolutlomapy
phraseology, and this freedom gives it the possihility of decikving
some nelve people and, in part, itself. Our duby istbo.unmask This
negative advantage of Norman Thomas andCo., snd not %o speak aboutb
the "superiority {of the war resolution) over any resolution ever
adopted before by the party....." This is a purely llterary appre-
clation, because every resolution must -be taken in connection with
historical events, with the political situetion and its imperative
needs., TFrom this point of view the war resoclution paves the way for
patrlotimm. Further, the refutation of the Feople's Front with
simultaneous acceptance of the VWisconsin actions is not an "advenbu®n"”
but pure charlatanism, _ - .

The article mentions mildly thaet the convention aid not take
g posltion on the Moscow Trials and the Spanish Civil war. Poll-
tically this signifies that the convention hadnot the dl ightest
revolutl onary valve. On the contrary, it prepares the party to enter .
a bloc with the Stalinists, The "revolutionary" phrassology serves
only to £ill up the wacuum until the new turn, which is rooted, not
in the brains of the leacvers, uut in the logic of thelr whele posi-

tion.,

L
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The real development showed: (a) that the varty is far
weaker than it was presumed to be; {0} that the composition of. the
party is be (¢) that, thanks to these two foregcing ctrcumastances,
the centrists are conservative and resistent, It is impossible to
lull one's self with the illusion of "conguering"™ the party. The
attitvde of passive adaptation threatens, on the contrary, the loss
of members af your own fraction., I will not say that the entry into
the Socialist Perty was a mistake In itselr, but the weakness and
bad composition of the perty gave very limited possibilitlies to this
manoeuvel and ask from us a new orlentation and a new policy. I hope
that it is not too late to rfind the correct line without immer crisks
end damage for the Fourth Internetional,

Schematically one May say: The Inguiry Cormission will
finisb its work in t*e Fall. It will be & very important stage in
the development of our internstional tendeﬂc%ﬁ We must be ready to
regain our full independence at thils time, 1s means that we musgt
have a short and not e long perspective, beginning, not with mild
criticism, but with a vigorous and implaceable attack ageinst the ‘
Wisconsln flunkeys. The Moscow Treils anﬁthe.Spanish Givil Wer gives Wi
us all the necessary weapons with which t© reconguer our independence
on a higher historical level, S

. I would be glad to learn your opinion on this matter as
early as possibly.

With comradely greetings,

{Signsd) Wolfe




