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The Beria Purge . :

Communism as pracliced in, Aftter a struggle that had been
Rusgsia“is a system of the most{raging in the country since the
sweated lahor in the world, but-ideath ef Lenin, the victor,
tressed by forced Inbor campsi$talin, felt confident he coufd
and a vast complex network of lundertake & purge of what was -
- |spies and counter-spies, -The|left of the 1817 Revolution—
counier-spies are not  “foreign[not alone of those.who had led
agents™; they are “Party’ men"{it but thousgnds and thousands
who spy on the GPU who spy|of rdnk and file workers who
-on the Parly men, and both spy|had opposed his regime: Thusg
ot the people. This ortupus pe-{by 1936-38 the counter-revolns
riodically disgorges itsell in[tion was firmly in the saddle.
blood-baths known as purges, {The blood bath had helped the

) ‘{ruling’ intelligentsia, the plan-
Nevertheless, there could be ners, ossert its authority: “1 am

no preater mistuke made than here te siay. I am the new ruj-
H " LLN *
that of all our Russian “exverls icg ~lezz, ond. you all better.

wha identify ali purges i” ‘el 1oy me Here is the new Stalin-
same type, and are now busyist Constitution which not alone
Hkening the purges . following|legalizes my status but defines
the arrest of the No. 2 man in|my power o sbrolute.” -
the whole Russian :mpire, Lavr-
enti P.'Baria, to the “Tﬁolsky- Thieves Foll Out

ist" Trials of 1938-1838. ‘The] Today the ruling burcaucrocy
|purges of the 1938-38 period an-|is not the integrated whole it
nounced the consclidation of the{was In 1938, It s split all ways
imonster state, The present pe.(between Zhdanov men, Malen-
IIriod signifies its disintegration,[kov men, Beria men, and—not
! . [to be forgotten although littla
known at present—Khrushehev
men. Anyone who, like Nikita S.
Khrushchev, has been boss over
rebellious Ukredine, comes jn-
‘to Moscow: n3 lale as 1850, and
!by 1953 is in a position to have
Malenkov "ask to be relieved"
of the post of General Scerets
ary of the gqmnipresent Come

{Continued vn page 2)




The Beginring of the End of Russian Totalitarianism
" The Beria Purge and the

{Continued from page 1}

munizt Party, and himsclf steps
into that post, is a mun to be
watched. These power politi-
ciaus huve by now res "‘hl.'d.ll
chiad alley, Hot RAGNLYE Where.
to turn, and murdering cach
othier,

They have been doing that
ever since 1948 when Malenkov
enpinecred, without *the all-
powerful Stalin” knowing ahout
it, the medical assussination of
his co-leader ami superior, An-
drei Zhdanav. 1t s clear now,
as it waus not then, that the dcath:
ef Zhdanov was the be;:inningi
of ihe end also of Stalin,

Ever since the expulsion of
Trotsky, Stalin has held undis-
puled puwer, Ever since 1838
he was so confident of his migit
und his politics that he knew he
cuuwld mobilize for war, although
Le had execuied the entire mil-
itary staff. Hitler used io rave
and rant to his lieutenants his
envy and appreciation of the
genius of Stalin who had the
perspicacily and audacity to get
zid of the generst staff of the

. Hed Army before launching u
world war, He knew whereol
he spoke for ictalitariun econ-
omics has no room for a com-
mund divided between politieal
ard military nceds.

Power Want fo Stalin’s Head

But by 1948, alter two dee-
ades of undisputed povier, top-
ped by a military victory, Sta-
lin, to use a plwa:.e of his own
on another vecasion, was “Jdizzy
with success.” I am not using

it as n psychological epithet, His{
"ﬂe_s‘llou Mzssesn

exhilaration from sticcess was a
sign that he was no longer re-
sponsive tu the objeciive needs
requisite for a struggle for
world power. Stalin failed” to
grasp the new situation—he had|;
won & wur, a inighty one, over
Nuzi Germany, yes. But he had
yet to face the real contender
for world power—the United

States, Zhdanov was with him inji

not using the truce between|
wars for a breathing spell; he
was ready to tuke the whole
. world en,

Malenkov thought differentiy
and, fecling that he could not
win the argument since Stalin
wae evidently with Zhdanov,
had Zhdanov poisoned. For the
first time since Stalin came to
power sometning had been done
behind the back of the old mas-
ter intrlguer and murderer: no
leuder can long retain undispu-
ted leadership under such cir-
cumstatices, ho muiler what
leader eulls have been fushion-
ed around his name. The bu-
reatcracy whom Stalin had so
long and so fully represented
bepan te find him inadequate to
the new situation created by the
cnd of o world war which no
ene really won but which loft
cvavht of the two state-capitalist
giznts so.exhausted that a halt
had to be called.

How pyrrhic was Stalin's vie-
tory could e seén in the unrest
in the national republics which
consiitute Russia. By a ukase
of the Supreme Soviet, five au-
tonomous republics were Jiquid-
aled, Russin had suffcred the
greatest devastotion and was in
crying need for a labor force to
rebuild the country, It could not
hope 1o have that force enlarged
Yo the pobitern of slave labarirs

V=100 nan e

:

had willingly escéped from the
prison which s Stalin’s Russia.
Anyone who waz in Germany
at the end of the war knows that
long belore Koje, the Korean:
Waur and’ Lhe massacre aof
PO.Ws, a ventavie vl war
was 5omg on in the Russian dls-'
pluced persons camps, but the
Allies forced the Russians to re-
turn to their “homeland,”

The restlessness of ihe Rus-
sian masses knew no bounds,

ili they were merely to go on

in the sarne old way, keeping
their noses to the grindstone,
then at lenst it would not be in
the god-forsaken Urals, The to-
talitarinn Russian bureaucracy

had all the power and all thef.

force and ull the laws it needed
to enforce labor discipline, but
uwbsolutely nothing could stens
the tide of returning Hussians,

Malenkov Speech

The lide invalidated ail laws.
To have a labor force at all the
planners were compelled te
muake an unplanned daclaca-
tion == an amnesty on alt labor
offenses committed during the,
war.,

So catastrophic, however, had
been the decline of the labor:
force during the war years (a;
deop from 31,2 million in 1940
to 27.2 million in 1945 with more|
than a third of these unskilled
new women waorkers) that even
the amnesty was insufficient to
create the labor force necessary.
Thereupon occurred one of the
speediest demobilizations of an
anny anywherein the world; no
less than 10 million were demo-
bilized between 1945 and 1947,
But many of these had been in-
fected with what the Soviet bu-
reaucracy called “bourgeois
ideology.” Still, considering Rus-
sian  purges, this “culiural
purge” in 1946 was a very mild
one. But the power struggle be-
hind the scenes was not 50 mild.
A new low, even for the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy, was reached in
ending an  argument among
themselves by quietly doing].
awny with Zhdanov, and then,
of course, giving him a big mass
funeral,

Mora Dacists

By 1950 the Russian economy
had -about got back to normal
when Stalin had a brainstorm,
He brought Khrushchev in from
the Ukraine {where be was
l‘-'remwr) snd had Xhrushchev,
in a speech in the Moscow dis-
trict, announceg the most fantas-
tic scheme yet — the creation
of agrorods, that is to say,
agriculiural towns, Just like
thut—duvcree them, ard they
shall arise’ and the cunturigs-
old distinction between city and
country will vanish,

Insiend of "abolishing” the
distinclion between cily and
country, this Idiotic schema
brought such chaos to the coun-
tryside that even in that land of
monolithic planning, the ‘idea
had to be shelved in a few short|
maonths. The peasant wasn't hur-
rying to tronsport, at his own
expense and his own {lme, his
little hut-in the coliective farm
to the agro-town which was yet
to be created, while the apart-
ment house in which he was to
live like a worker had not only
not been built, it had not even
been planned,
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Rut it Stulin hud 0 be sulis-
fied with something less than.
the “abolition” of the difference
between city and country, he
iwas going full speed ahead to-
wards a head-on collision with
the United States—at Jleast
WERLE Sat COnS Jel lae Aoreasd
and the Chinese to do the fight-
jing for him. There wus no
breathing spell, let alone peace.
The fron-fisted Stalin was clear-
ly becoming a millstonc around
the neck pf the bureaucracy
which yearned for a’truce be-
tween wars. He had ta be gotten
rid of. But no one dared, No éne
except Beria. He had to dare,
for it was a yuestion of either
his neek or Stalin’s und he pre-
ferred Stalin'e.

Stalin had evidently begun to
suspect the “naturalness™ of
Zhdanov's death, The wily
Malenkov had beat Bera to the
draw again and munaged sud-
denly to uncover “the plot of
‘the docto_rs-potsoners" who had
indeed poisoned Zhdunov, (hus
laying the blame for a death he
had engincered rigbt at the
Jdoorstep of Beria's Ministry.
While the "lack of \:gllancl. i
campaign was raging in the!
country#, Beria plotted bhis re-
venge, or, if you wish, his de-
fense.. For it there is anyone
who knew Stalin it was hir
glorifier ~ biographer - hisior-

Six momhs before the dnalh

'collecitive farm into the collect-

of Stalin the power struggle
reached a climax. Berin knew:
that nis days were numbere
and he had t¢ move fasi, He did,
Despite all the bulletins of the
Central Cemmittes and of the
chiet doctors in the lund, we
can be sure that it Beria is not
;accused directly of poisoning
Stahn he will be accused of
doing so indirectly, of bringing
'ubout  his “uniliely death”
through his “intrieucs and
treachery™s ’

This doesn't meai either that
intrigue or treachery will stop,
or that the bureuuctacy as 4
whole didn't breathe u gigh of
rellel ot the death of their “al-
mighty” leader. One has to take
but one glance on how quickly
his whole program was scuttled:
(1) The Korean war was stop-

ped, (2) What the lyth_'Co'n-

gress, the last which Stenn -
recled and the first 1o meet
since 1039, had established in
trying to widen somewhat the
Lbase of the buresucracy has
been sheived, The Pracsidium
unice agaln consists not of 50 or
25, but “a less unwieldy one”
of 10, (3) And they run, like
rats from a cinking ship, from
the grandivse fundamental
“work of gewnius” Stalin's
#Ecunomic Problems ef Social-
jism of the U.8.5.R,”

Stelin’s

! This, which we may czull
Stalin'ys Last Testament, ls the
most pathelic document that
ever a tyrant left his fighting
heirs, After a quarter of & cent-
ury of Pluns and what he as-
sured them was the actual tran-
sition "from . sccialism to full
communism,” Stalin’s mighty
labors brought forth only' the
need io merge the peasant's
private ullotment adicining the

Lact Testament

ive itself, Upon this privnt.e
garden, rightly called in this

country “an acre ond a cow,”
evidently depends the buildiog

of “full ccmmumsm." This, plus
“the gradual abolition™ of the
collective farm market, ond
substlitution of *“producls ex-
change” for money cxchange,
will bring them to “communism
n o .u-.-..:*.t ey,

That was little euough of a
legacy to leave his burcaucra-
tic heirs, 3ut the Russian mass-
es, who know that Stalin doesn't
g in for theory unless he plans
1o apply it made one grand rush
to transform their money into
imanufactured products (con-
siumers geods) and the peasants
at the same (ime withheld farm
products. -

It was the closest to panic
‘Russia has been since forcud
enlloctivization took its toll in

1932. Zverev, the Minisler of| .

Finance, had to come out with
‘a stutement - agoinst “rumors”
‘that Russia was going to do
awey with money, Then he had
to cul by ne less than 50 per-
cent the “voluntury” Stale Loan.
“Fhen the Supreme Soviet had
jto declure u 59 percent dedue-
itien in the agricultural tax, And
‘tinplly Malenkov gteps forward
,prommlm, them heaven on

‘curth, and to begin with: "Our

It Stalin's Last Testament is
pathetle, how much lower the
:sights of Malenkov, In hig first
Impjor speech he used for morale
Ibuilding everything from “ele-i
gant shoes” to hydrogen bombs!
But there is nothing really de-
cided in this power struggle
us can be scen by the fact thut
ne one has yet come out as the
Leader but each man must hide
behind the “collective” Central
Committee which is about as
unificd as thieves who fall out.|

Hursian Workers No Longer
Isolatod

There is no getting away from
it, the Hussian masses are not’
only 1ll-fed, ill¢lad and id-
thoused. They ars rebellions,

The biggest peaplem of Russ;a.
remains the low labor produc-
tivity. Totalitarian state-capi-

. lalism has invented no substis

tute for that. The Russian wozk-
ers uren’t producing enough, and
ihe Russian peasants ave keep-
ing back a lot ot what they ure
producing, And all the pie in the
sky, hydrogen bombs included,
will not thrust them back inte
their isolation now that the East
German workers have revolicd
against these rulers and over-
night filled the air with the
stuff. that makes dreams a real-
ity, .

We are at the begmning of
the end of Russian totalitariun-
ism. Thut does not mesn the
stdt.e-cnpnnhst bureaucracy will
let 'go of its iren grip. Quigt
the contrary, It will sheckle
them more as can be seen from
Malenkoy's bluming of the
‘workers for the poor quality of
consummer geods *“To the shame
of the workers of industry.”
What it does mean is that from
the center of Russian produce
tion, from the periphery of the
satellite countries oppressed by
Russia, and from the insides of
ithe Communist parties, all con-
jtradictions are moving to a head
'and the open struggle will be a
merciless fight to the end.

Notey

*Thore iz much more fthan this
{0 that campaiga, but it does
not aifect this stery. However, I
hepe to relurn to that “doclorss
poisoners” trial in a future axe

flccuntry is insured of bread.”

ticle,
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GERMAN WORKERS CHANGE FACE OF EUROPE

across the western scctor o join! Ssbotaged the Russians

In one week, in the sfreels
and plants of East Germany, the
German workers sinashed the
myth that the totalilarian slate
is Invincible,

The revolt began in produc-
tion. On May 18, the Com-
. munisty announced a new ine
* crease in work hours, Imme-
diately, in nationalized plants
open strikes,. not just absentecs
istn  and  slowdowns, began
againit the speed-up. On May
27, 1,000 workers walked oul of
the Fimag works at Finsler-
walde, On May 28, miners at the
Pieck mines at Munsiield slaged
a one<day sitdown. At Zeitzin,
. Saxony, workers oigonized an
anti-speed-up rally.

In response to the strikes the
Communist government on
Wednesday, June 10, issucd con-
cessions-—on every point except
speed-up. Tuesday, June 14,
construction workers organized
a protest march against speed-
up from the Stalin Allee hous-
ing project. The pgovernment
sent in its supporters to join the
marchers, ' apparently hoping
thus to appear as sponsor. But
as the marchers got closer to the
government buildings, joined by
demonstrators along the route,
the ery had become, " Down with
the zones and the sector bound-
gries,” "Down with the govern-
ment.” The government then is-
sued an order - revoking the
speed-up and admitling it had
been wrong.

But by the evening of June
16, the workers had turred the
sireet comters of East Berlin,
into political centers at each of
which hundreds of people dis-
cussed and debated whut to do
next, The pext day, June 17,

early in the morning, they acted.

In East Berlin they in fact
evarthrow the Easl German
government, They destroyed
the police powsy of the gov-
arnment, hurning police bar-
racks, throwing police:non cul
of the wicdows, and forcing .
them either ta doser: to the
Wesi or to come.aver lo ithe
side of the workers.

Sirikters in columns charged
the chief government buildings,
where the government officialg,
und bureaucrats cowered help-
lessly, Though the city their
voices roge in unison and a mile
awny sounder like the ¢ry of one
man. Communist halls, pavilions,
schools, stores, were fired and
the officials of these were beat-

"en up. While West Berliners and

Russian troops looked on, the

. workers tore up both American
i and Russian boundary markers,

Youth and workers tore down
the symbois of Communist pow-
er, flags, posters, pictures of
Communist lzaders. For four
hows the only power i East
Berlin belonged to the workers.

Al 1 pan, the Russiun com-
mand marched into Barlin with|.
10,000 men to lake over the
power, It decrecd martial law
and forbade gatherings of nsore
than three people on the sireets,
But the crowds only laughed at
the order.No¢ unlons, no parties
had lad zhe strike. It was “to0
diserganited” 1o be l.oppid.
Al Qver Germany

The workers. acted in every
city, lorge and small, and in
every mujor indusiry, through-
out East Germany.

1
Thrae thousand steel workers

{from the hig stcel works at
Henningsdork murshud 15 miles

the Fast Berlin workers, Along
the route they were joined by
workers and other demonstra-
tors from other planis and cities,
especially women. Filteen thous-
and workers came from Oran-
fenburg.

13,000 workers from the na-
tionaliced Thaelman machine

tool plant in Magdehurg fought
the police in a battle in which
seven | 1o twenty-two people
were killed!

Strikers from the Zeiss op-
tical factory in Jena stormed
‘the offices of ihe Cormmuniat
Parly, hurled books and pa-
pers inlo the sireats and burn-
od thom. They wracksd ibe
headquarters of the Commu-
nist Youth and threw iype-
writers cut of thé windows.

At the Kodak supplies plant,
the wurkers took over and. put
strikers in charge.

In the village of Mienszk, near
Berlin, three thousund strikers
seized a work traln, drove it to
the county seat in the neighbor-
ing town of Belzig and stormed
{he gevernment headquarters
there. .

State railway workers walked
out, crippling zonal intercom-
raunications and halting ship-
ment of reparations into Russia.

Construction workers cut
power cables of both elevated
and subway lines and blocked
the tracks,.

The workers destroyid by the
dozens those plants which pro-
duced arms or hemvy goods for
the Russians, That is the way
they éxpressed their attitude to
Five Year Plons and war econo-
mics. About all the bureaucrats
can plan on from now on is more
trouble from the workers.

25,000 workers at the Leuna
chemical plant (formerly L G.
Farben) at Halle set the .plant,
afire, The workers at the Buna
synthetic rubber plant burned
it down. These planls were the
chief supplicrs of gas and tires
to the occupation army.

The hard coal area at Zwi-
ckau was damaged beyond esti-
mate, They set tire to huge coal
piles between Halle and Magde-
burg.

They desu'oyed \.ranlum min-
ing facilities, .

They opened prisons and
contentxafion camps fo frece
political prisensrs, At Gera,
an indusirial city about the
siza of Cincinnatl, near ths
HRussian operated  uranium
mines of Suxony, thousands
of workers struck sad march-
od on the city prison demand-
fng relcasc of iis political
prisonere,

Later {n the day five thousand
uranium miners from nearby
Ronneburg joined the Gera
workers, The workers
Germun pulice from the win-
dows of their burracks. Russian
reinforcements had to be called

in, this time with tanks.

The workers did not win ihe'
battle but about 500 miners re-
treated into a forest near Ronne-
burg with trucks seized frorm:

their plants. From their hide-
out they then continued to make
Taids on Communist buildings.

At the Gustrow munitions
plant, strikers freed sluve labor-
ers,

At Merseberg an army of
sirikers marched an the prison:
to ifrce the prisoners, pouring.
boiling tar from nearby road.
conatruction on thc Bucsian zol- -
diers, and relea.smg 100 poliucal
prisoners,

The workérs concontraied
their anger and actions againsg «
the German tommunist offi- -
cials who acted @z agents of
2he governmaent, Ai Rathrnow
they lynched a jactory gusrd
when he tried 2o prevent :
sirixers from enfering tha
plant. At Erfurt they bung
two Red polu:c-n oo lamp
poste.’ ’

The general slrlka continued;
tor days, Exactly how many is|
impossible to say. By S.uurday,
June 20, the Russiaus had sent
in 25,000 soldiers to Berlin from
thelr 300,000-man occupation|
force at Potsdam, In every;
other major city, Russian powcrf

‘supplanted East German police

power. The Minister of Justice,
Fechner, was purged. One half
of the German police were de-
mobilized ns unrelinble and sent
into the planis to work, -

threw

%203




Twenty to thirty thousurd
strikers were jmled, untold doz.
ens exccuted, families of con-
victed strikers ‘were driven out
of their homes and sent to con-
centration cemps. But on June’
22 the city of Leipzig, show
plaor. of East German Comrnun-
ism, was stilt paraiyxed by a
general strike.

Govaromort Poworless

The weck of June 22 Grote-
wohl, Pieck, Ebert and Co, scur-
ried from factory to faciory, try-
ing to explain why the "paty of
the working class is hatea by
the working class.” That vas
their job. They were no long:!
the goverument' they were more,

like actors in a play about fo
lelose. The new theory is that
because Eust Germany is a
workers state; the rulers are
warkers while those whe work
in the plant are capitalists.

The Copnmunists promised all
kinds of ecotiomic concessions.
But a staged rally on June
26 brought out only 3,000 work-
ers, o5 compared to the hund-

ingly or unwillingly, two months
before attended the May Day
demonstrations, s&nd the mil-
lions wiwo had acted on-their
own in the weck o! June 17.

Since Juna 17 ln hctmy aijer
factory, the -workers sirike 1o
obtain the releazs of their fel-
loxwr, strikers, for ‘regqular oay,
for zholition of night chift, The
Henningsdort steel workers
who had marched through the
Western sector to get to Fast
Berlin, foreed the Russians to
open the sector boundaries be-
tween East and West by threat-|
ening-to strike,

This story givea an indication
of how the German workers act
since June 17,

reds of thousands who had, will-: _

Thursday mornmg, July 8, the
plant’s trade union executive
summoned an oxy-acetylene
{welder, Rudolph Lindner, to
their office, He refused to Ieuvc
the shop, Five minutes later he
was told to go to the factory
gate to see a man, Again Lind-
ner refused. The man finally
‘summoned up enough courage to
‘come inte the shop and Jet Lind-
ner know that he was a member
of the criminal police come L
take him away.

When Lindncr and the State
Security officer .arrived
at the plapt gate, several hund-
red workers were blocking the
way. Two truckloads of police
and two carlouds of plainclothes-
men were unable to disperse the
workers and take Lindner.

The workers demanded from
management an explanation for
the attempled arrest, a guarane
tee of protection from the Stute
Security Scrvice, the abolition
of might shift and the transmise
sion of a protest letter to the
governmenl, - When these ‘de-
mands had not been met the

next morning at nine, the work-

‘ers went on strike, and demand-

ed in addition an explanation for
the disappearunce of another
worker 2 years earlier, They in-
sisted also that this particular
security officer be dismissed

ifrom the Stute Security Serve

ice and be made to serve his
time in their plant, By this
means they are seeking Lo aloe
lish the distinctinn between the
police and the workers,

Since June 17 the Eust Ger-
,man people by the millions have
'used the American food parcel
offer chiefly us a means to defy
the occupation government,
{Crowds wail at the elevated
istations for those who go for
jthe parcels und in July when
the police tried to take away
jtheir food, they beat up the po~
lice and forced them to stop
confiscation. -

In this way they vote with
their feet for tne abolition of
the division between East and
West Germany,
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN RUSSIA AND WHY

Malenkov Pledges
H-Bomb and Caviar

* On October 25, the Pravda published a speech by
the Russian Minister of Domestic Trade in wnich the
following self-criticism and program was set forth:

“To buy caviar, cream cheese, honey, jam or mar-
meladzs the customer has to provide his own containe
er. ... Indusiry must provide these goods ready-pucked.”

The world press had a hilarious time laughing
their heads off. It is indeed comical when one of the
two rivals for mastery of the world sinks to the level of
cream cheese and picked caviar as a soluticn to the erisiy
that i3 shaking it to its founda-# -

tions, It is easy to Jaugh, But
it Is not so easy to grasp the
totality of the crisis that is send-
ing the Russian rulers .to this
pathctic policy. -

Tha first turn to » policy of

‘fconsumars’ goods began in Ger-

many sfier the June ravelis. Su
overwhelming had besn the re-
¥olt of the workers.in produc.
tion apainst speed.up that the
burenucracy in East Germany

| was compeiled to do semathing,

anything, and hit upon the “New

Lock™ in consumpiion, sssking
tc buy off the workers with
clear ‘lavatories, lezs fastoless
clothes for women, and more

lava mnferest in films,

After the June Days in East
Germany Malenkov embarked
on a new domestic’ policy of
cohsumers’ goods—proof suffic-
ient that the- rebellion of tha-
Russian workers is no less. That
was in August. But the new
caviar poliey in Qclober is not
to nppease the Russian workers
—whn are not even sure of
bread — but the Russian bur-
eaucracy.

REGIME WITHOUT
A FUTURE

Unlike its puppets in East
Germany, the Russian burenu-
cracy has real power, economic
power: and state power, As long
as lhe regime seemed to have
a future, the demands of this
burcaucracy for, ila own cone
sumption could be kept within
:the context of the neerds of pro-
{duction. Now, however, that it
is filled with uncerteinty both
in regard to its internal power
and its ability to challenge the
Uniled States for world power,
it is going back to conspicuous
consumption, ,

Grasping for privilegses, the
sure sign of imminent collapta
of a system baced on production
at all costs, has set in, Malen-
kov, as the new bhoss aware of
the type of bureaucrzcy he
hendr, hag now promised them
“elegant footwear,” the H-bomb
and cavinr, The H-bamb-caviar-
footwear policy is an exact
mensure of the many conflict-

{Continued on page 2, col. 1)
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ing tendcncics within the rul-
ing burcuucracy of post-Stalin
Russin, cuch of which demends
some appeascment of its inte-
rests

It is not the domth of Stalin!
that produced the new condlicts
in Russia, It would be far more
correct o say thai the nzw con-
flicts in Russin produced Siul-
in's death.

POSTWAH BUSSIA

Stalin’s real troubles began
with the -conclusion of World
War 11, In 1948 Stalin could look
back to iwo decades of powwt,
during one of which he bad been
the "Sun, and the Strenglin of
the Himalayas.' He had wiped
out !l opposilion and crealed
& complately new state-capital-
ist class in his own totalitarian
image, knowing no loyalty end
allegiance to anything and any-
body except the state, the plan-
ned eccnumy and the “Leader”
wheo had led so murdervusly and
single-mindedly to power. No-
body. not one, liad any wvesied
interest in any private foclories.
Nobedy, not one, cast an envisus
glance. in tke direction of the
West. From all appearances
Stalin was not only securely en-
trenched. Thers wers no limitc
to how for he could expaand,
They owed him avarything.

In behul? of the plraned tate
cconomy wnd this uew ruling
intelligentsia who. was to ad-
minister i, Stalin had destroyed
workers’ control of productios,
substituted conferences of plan-
ners for workers' production
conferences, ~ cpeated  history's
most eluborate apparatus of an-
ti-labor legislation (in which a
single tardiness of 15 minutes
meant a 25 per cent loss of pay

“ for six months). In addition, he
had put the youth at the
service of the state from their
early teens, transformed women
into hewers of wood and bearers

- ol babies who thanked Sialin
for their daily bread, uprooted
whole villaftes of peasants in an

attempt to lquidate the peas-i,
-brepk-neclc speed in the plants

anis us a class, sent more than
19 million persons into fnrced
labor camps,

He hed promoted the job-
killers into & technical intelli-
gentsla who hud 1o be 1espected,

Noverthaless, afier all this,
Stalic was faced with an oppo-
sition. Not a Trotskyist-Bukha-
rinist Opposition, nor one of any
private - interventlonist - capi-
talists. But n smouldering oppo-
sition from within his own
monolithic burasucracy. There,
within, suddenly emerged peo-
ple who werz not ready to fol-
Iow him headlong inte war for
world conquest, Instead, they
said: Look at the United States
and the capitalist world. They
toc have weathered the war;
they have proved that they can
plan. Let's try to Hve with them
Bath Eastern Europe and they
are state-capitalist countries and
we can co-exist,

PRRALLEL IN
POST-WAR AMERICA

It should not be too hard for
Americans to understand this,
Decause the end of World War
1I wa. so clearly just &n interval
between wais, here, too, in the
United States, people began to
question whether it way inevit-
able, In 1948 no less o figure

than the furmer Vice-President,
Henry A, Wallace, cama to the
head of a Communist-led move-
ment, ‘the Progressive Puorty.
,But it would be the mont stupid

:mistake Imoginable to think

that the close to a mnillion votes
received by Wallace were Com-
munist votes. The middle class-
s, the youth, and newliy-re-
turning Gls knew how close to
a hot war the cold war was, and
were therefore looking fur a
basis of eco-existence. with Rus-
sia, Stalin, was no more shocked
te have found heretics in his in-
{bred bureaucracy than was the
Democratic Party to have bred
o Wallace,

THE RUSSIAN HERETICS

The Hursiaz masses had no
political party through which

depersonalized everyivody ex-
cept them, and finally legulized
their stutus in a new Constitu-'
tion. He hud not only gotten rid
ot all oppositionists in the purg-
es, but decapitated the Red
Army us well, Finaily, he hoad
led the couniry to victery for
the mastery of the world,

fo sxpress tneir eopposition o

.Stalin's plens, So fhey expreis-
;ed themsalves in the only way

that they could, with their feel.
Instead of continuing to work at

nftar the war, they wandered all
over Russia. Similarly, the Rus-
sian GIs aud refugees from
Aussia in the DP camps resist-
od repatriation lo the exient of
a despuraiy civil war,

The Russion theoreticiang, on
the other hond, took the eusy
wuy cut. Cosmopolitanism be-
catag the cew eatchword for all
the varicties of theoretical ten-
dencics seekting in the chuos of
the post-war years for some way
to wiggle out Inconspleuously

.| cosmopolites, the “Jewish in-

frum the vise of Stalin's single-
minded drive toward World War
1L Varge, with his Changos in
thes Polilical Econcmy of Capi-
tallsm Resulling from the Sec-
ond World War, led the econo-
nusts who sald thutl capitalism
hud shown during the war that
it could plun and overcame the
general crisis, The whole Insti-
ute of World Econemics headed
by Varga got itself into that
theoretic mess, and was forced
to confess,

_Bur. it was not only the ccono-
mists, There were the literary

tellectuuls,” the army pgencrals
who had worked witk the West,
the diplomats who had lived
abroad. These appeasers had no
objection to the -Jdevaluation of
‘the ruble which had robbed the
peasants and the wartime work-
ers of their savings, but they
held back from the totalilty of
Stalin’s plans for production
and war,

HERESY BECOMES MURDER

Zhdungv was the only theore-
ticlan Stalin had. In 1939 Zhda-
nov had joined Party and Plan
together in the report to the
13th Party Congress, changing
the stututes ‘of the Parly to
erase all distinction as to class
origin between factory manag-
ers and workers in the applica-
tion for membership. In 1947 he
joined the Party, the Plan, and
the War together for Stulin in
carrying out the cultural purges,
of all “cosmopolites” in econo-;
mics, philosophy, literature, mu-
sie, art, and so forth.

Then in 1948 Zhdanov was
bumped ofl Who could have
done it? It couwld have been en-
gineered only by the highest
echelons, of the burcaucracy.
And, in fact, 28 we showed in
the article on the Berin purge,
it was Maleskov who engineer-
ed it, ‘although- the “doctors-
poisoners plot™ laid it at the
door of Beria's Ministry,

THE NEW MER OF POWER

Belween the Cld Guard of the
Sialinist bureaucrscy and ghe
'new man of power thare oxisis
|a gulf as deep as that between




ihe tycoons of American indus.
try who built their industrial
‘amplres and the new managers
‘of theso industries. Stalin and
Melenkor vepresont iwo differ-
ent stages of the buresuciscy:
ths fircl, its conquest of power:
the second, Itx disintegzation.
Zhidunov iz the transition be-
tween them.

Stalin believed in Preduction,
the Plan and the Party and the
terror was & means to achieve
these,

Mulenkov and Beria had be-
come full memtrers of the Peli-
ticul Burezw only as late as
1946, Whereas Stalin joined to-
gether the Party and the Flan
and Production and Terror, and
iZhdanov  joined topether the
Party and the Plan, Malenkuv
.and Beriz represented only the
rApparatus of the Tarty and the
Terror. Contrast their inethods.
Under pressure from the wast
burcaucratic machine he had
himself created,- Stalin worked
out & new plan of production,

" History has its own ironies. This
muan who in his struggle with
the brilliunt Trotsky was so an-

xipus to be a thecretician in'-

hig own name finally becatne a
, theoretician and laboriously and
‘single-handedly worked out his
last pruncuncement, The Econo-
mis Problem:z of Scciallsm of
the U.5.8R. Pathelic and feeble
as it was, it was a continuation
of the conception of the aboli-
tion of private property as the
means w solve econcmic crises,
Malonkor, en the other "hand,
under presgure, and without the
l&heary of production and more
‘production os the way lo solve
every crisis, can only iry to
cteale & naw loyalty fo himeall
among the contending interests
in the bureaucracy through ihe
method of bribery. .

It is true that In Stalin's life-
time Malenkov was Stalin's
right-hand man. But Mulenkoy!
was of a new gencration entire'
ly. with no roots of any king
in the 1917 Revolution, They
are both murderers of the work-
ing cluss. But if Stalin was a
petty intellectual, Malenkov is
just petiy. If Stalin sought an
economy in which the meuns of
production 50 predominated
over the mecans of consumption
as to puurantee it an equalr
stutus with the United States,!
Malenkov is so much the pure
technoerat that he thinks an
annpiihcemnent of possessinn of
the H-bomb is sufficient to re—'
assure the Russian bureaurra(.y.
If Stalin took sericusly the
question of cxterminating the
peasuntry as & cluss, Mulenkov at
present is counting on Khrush-
chev to take the agronocmists out
of the offices and into the field
to eorgonize’ ugriculture from’
above,

Stalin shared power with no
one. Malenkov must share power
with Khrushchev. He must ap-
pease the Stalin men who carry
on the tradition of production
over cunsumption. Thus at one
and the same time he tries to
salisly all poles of the vait bu-
reaucracy, He thinks that can

. wives huppy with fashionpble

be done by turning some air-
plane factories 1o the preduc-
tion of kitchen utensils, and
others, to the production of
atomic energy, And all of them
together. hope to keep their

clothing and crepe. suzette reci-
pes, and.in thut way live on de«
spite the cracks in-the regime,
und purtlculmly so in the satel-
lite countries,*

Thus does the Russian regime
live from hund to mouth,
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Neotes From a Diary

{Ectitor's Nute: Due to the timeliness of the arlicle below we ars
lntfrrupting the articles on the split in America Trotskyism,)
RUSSIAN REGIME CANNOT AFFORD A BERIA SHOW TRIAL

On Decemnber 23rd the Moscow radio anottneced that after u six-
day sceret trial, Berin, Number Two man in Russia, had been
exceuted as a “traiter,” He had been under arrest sinee July, On
August 10th the Moscow radio reported that his ease was under ine
vestigation by the Supreme Court, Four months of silence followed,
Botn the capitalist press and the radical press were anticipating
mass show trials and set {o compare this new purge to the Great
Purge of 1936-1936, We wrote ta the contrary: .

“There could 'be no greater mislake made than that of all vur
Russirn ‘experts' who idemtify ol purgies as the same type, and
are now busy likening the purges foltowing the arrest of the No. Two
man in the whole Russian empire, Lavrenti P, Beria, to the ‘Trotsky-
ist’ Trials of 1934-1938. The purges of the 1936-1938 perind announced

. the consolidation of the mensler state. The present perind significs
s disintegration.” (CORRESPONDELNCE, Vol. I, No. 1, Oct. 3, 1953)

When the power struggle reached the flage where Stalin's
burenueratie heirs set about murdering each other, the beginning of
the end of the totalitarian regime should have been chvious to all.
The press thought the thicves were falling out becnuse there was
no one with Stalin's nuthorlty to take over sole nower, We said that
ho one dared take sole power beeause the resilessness of the masses
waz asiuming the dimensions of an open rebellion and thraatening
the whaote totalitarian structote, .

THE TOTAL CRISIS AND THE RED ARMY :

From the stnit CORRESPONDENCE sensed clearly the stage
of rebellion of the Russisn mnsses, Ever since the end of the war
their seething diszontent had réached such proportions that to get
& labor force at all the Russian Government ‘had to declare an.
amnesty on ail lahor offenses committed during the war. After the
death of Stalin in Mareh, 1953'it was revenled that the peasants were-
produelng liltle, and withholding from the state as mtich’ as they
could hide, The rullng bureaucracy came up with concessions on the

. agricultural front as they had done on the Jubor ficld. The sudden
concentration on consumer goods had a two.fold purpose: (1) to
appenar before the masses as new rulers with new perspectives gnd
confidence in the fulure and (2) to appease the lower rungs of the
bureaucracy. (CORRESFONDENCE, Va), 1, No. 4, Nov. 14, 1053)

Nevertheless, the cut-throat struggle for power continues un-
shated, not because the bureaucratic helrs of Stalin are greater
intriguers than Stalin, Not at all. It Is due to the fact that the erisiy
thal Is shaking the (otatitarian struetyre Is total,

Our Russinn cxperis say that it s the Red Army which engl-
neered the downfall of Deria. They fail to explnin how it is that the
Army which was so brave in quelling the revolt of the unarmed
East German workers was not brave enough ic stage publie trin,
althoush in the dock was the most detested sman In the whele
‘Russian empize, That, and not the fact that an Army Marshal pre-
sided over the trial, Is what Is spectacular about the Beria shows
down, -

These analysts look st things ke planrers and nre ‘so {ralned
to watch the ploUting up above that they easily forget what they
wiinessed with their own eyes~the revoll of the East German
workers. The (ruth iy that It was not the Ruxslan tanka whick
brought about the downiall of Berla, It was the revolt of the East

. Gerrian workers,




THE REVOLT OF THE EAST CGERMAN WORKERS

When on June 17th the German workers struck against the
rajsing of “working norms,” it wasn't only against infernal speed-
up and miscrable pay that they revolted. It was sgainst ihe whole
system of Communist rule and terror. Long before the open rebellion
which changed the face ot Europe, the workers' discontent was so
qovigus that even the controlled Enst German press wrote about
“the grumbling” of the workers. The Communist Government was
veady for “concessions™ while blaming the Geninan farmer for the
lack of the most elementary food necessities because they had not
fully “collectivized.” So sure still was Beria_ of continued rule for
Lis puppet, police chief Zeisser, that the Government “permitted” a
workers” demonstration and sent “supporters” into the ranks of the
marchers hoplng to divert the demonstration to begging the Govern-
ment for concessions which it would “magnanimously™ grant. That
at the start of the strike. But not many hours passed before the East.
German Government learned that the German workers wonted free-
dom even more than breud. As the strike gained momentum, not
even the revolt against speed-up was as popular as the slogan,
“Down With the Governmentl” v .

’ The truth is thal the most efflelent the mest pervasive, the most
secretly organ zed, lerroristic secret pollee in the world mean
nathing when the workers lo a-man are oal on the street ready to
take power. .

- In Russia the MVD ({the secrct police} has at jts disposal not
only tens of thousands of spics but also a secret army and forced
lubor camps. Terror is nol just a raeans of “telling on olhers,” of
control. It is the erzanized stite power, As we wrole in the first
ssue of CORRESPONDENCE, “Commnunism as practiced in Russia
is a system of the most sweated labor in the world, buttressed by
fotced " labor camps and a vast comblex network of spies and
counter-spies,” . :

In the sutellite countries, however, Russia cannot exercise state
power direetly. It must act throuzh a puppe! regime. No matter how
pliant the puppet, it dees net have the power and hence its terror
can be only "a means of conirol.” Beria's agent in East Germany,
Zujsser, the police chief, coulu spot the trouble and dutifully report
it to Berin.But Berlin is situated in the heart of Europe, not in the
wilds of Siberia with its foreed labor camps to whick to banish
rebellious workers. And to what rvail is secret work when two

- million Germans are ou! on the steeets? ) .-

THE WORKERS WANT TOYAL CHANGE'

It cannot be repealed encugh that the tofally rnew factor in {he
present stage of disintegration of the Rossian Emplre s the revolt of
the East German workers, symboliziug the rebelliousness of the
workers In all of the satellites. .

Thus within Ruseia and.outsidé of it the beginning of the end can
be seen. While the bureaucrals are out cutting each other's throats,
none—not ihe one-parly siate, not the secret police with al s
instruments of terror, nor even the Russian Army with it tanks—
dared bring Berin to public trial and place upon this monstrous
personality all their erimes, It is not:thet they hadn't wanted so
ronvenient a scapeguat, It is that they dared not, .

) The reason for (he fallure to bring Beria to pudlic trial Is
simple, but profound. The workers, both Russian and German,
aren't accepting scapegoats no matter how detested the bureaucrats
In questivn ara, They are out for toial change, eentral to which
ks destzuction of the Red Army which crushed the German revelt




