About the Author

Mbiyn Koinange was born in Africa, the
son of an cx-Scnjor Chicf. From 1927-36
he was at school in the United States, -°
Hampton Institute, Ohio Wesleyan and
- ‘Columbia University. Returning to Kenya
in 1938, he found the Government clos-
iog down African Independent schools.
The moving story of how the men,
- women and childrea then founded Kenya
Teachers Cotlege, of which he became
President, is told in Chapters 4, 5 and 6.

In QOctober 1951 the Kenya people, at
a mass meeling of 30,000 in Nairobi,
sent Mr. Koipange to make known' the
truth of what they think, feel and wart,
to the United Kingdom, the United
States, Asia, the United Nations and
elsewhere outside East Africa. He is in
Llondon today; acting on behalf of his
people. . . . )

Mr. Koinunge writes: "Talk of Mau
Mau atroeities is designed to obscure the
issue of liquidation of Africans ... Here,

_now, before the people of East and Cen-
tral Africa, of Britain, Asia, the United
States and the whole civilised world, |
declare that further bloodshed is useless, -
I stake my reputation on the promise ihat
I am-able to bring about a cease-fire
in Kenya,” :




THE PEOFLE OF KENYA SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES

by

MBIYU KOINANGE
Delegate in the United Kingdom of the Kenya African Unlon
President, Kenya Teachers Collego

KENYA PUBLICATION FUND
Detroit, Michigun ’
1955

A A et = e ke e o




Copyright 1955, by
' Mbiye Koinange
Copies of The Peo, : :
‘ ple of Kenya Speak for Th
fuay be ordered from msebves
Kenya Publication Fund
600 Woadwurd Avenue, Room 500 .
Detreit 26, Michigan

25¢ for edch copy. Bulk orders:
plus 504 for posmgeogndder;'asuﬁliandxm

gl 129
Printed In the U. S. A,

el l :

Dedicated to

Nieri..l.ender of the African Women's League’
Now in & Kenya Prison Camp o
(séa Chapter VI)

" ACKNOWLEDGMENT _

The publication of The People of Kenya Speak for Them-
selves was muds possible by the help of thousnds of Ameti-.
cans, v/hite and colored, of all walks of life, who feel a kin-
ship to the Kenya people in their strivings to build & gew
Africa and who believs that the Africans should be free to
speak for themszlves, go to echool, work, trade, build their
own orgenizations, and take their place in the modern world,

L




CONTENTS

Preface . . . . . . .
1 OQur Land is Our Life . .
Il Kenya Africans Form a Uaion .
1l Kenya Africans Build Cooperatives '
IV Kenya Africans Build a College .25
V Education for Human Relations . . - . .38
V1 African Women In Keoya . . .+ 49

VI ‘The Setilers’ Method of Bringing Up Africans . 54

VIIE

Resistance . .+ + - .« .+ .62
X How to Eod the Emergency . .

69

Appendix . :
. A. Latters and Leaflets of the Europzan Settlers. . 79
~ B. Petitions and Latters of the Kenya Africans . . 93
C. Wage Rates in Kenya R . . . . 114
D. A Letter from American Clergymen . .18

PREFACB

1IN Octouser, 1952, the Emergency was declared in Kenys.
What 1 want to tel! here is how hefore the Emergercy the

" Africans were trying to help themselves and make themselves

part of the best that {s in civilisation.

There was a Kenya altustion befors the Emergency snd RES

whatever happens to the Emergeucy, there will be a Kenys,
gituation afier the Emergency. It concemns the whole of
Africa. I am not here debating the Emergency. It Is obvious
today that the settlers In Kenys will mever be able to mle
Kenyn on ths old basis. Not only that. Without winning the
confidence of the Africans, they cannot stay in Kenya at all
except with the actual military support of the British Govern-
meat. This is not o threat, Jt s & fact. T hope that they will
sce that or if they don®t, their friends clsewhere will bring It
howe to them. ‘ & ) .

In this pamphiet ! waat to tell people what my people were
doing, of their energies, how they were doing for thernselves
what the Qovernment thould havo been doing for them. It
is when you suppress theso emergies, which ars the driving
force of any civilisation, that you have barbarism..

Somo of what 1 tell will be of my own personal experiences.
But I was nst intreducing anyihing in Kenys, 1 could ses
these things surging up, What was there was tho energy of tho -
peopla for progress. § was oot the founder. ‘The reality was
slready there snd on the move. 1, as a participant, was oaly
fuliilling their wish. . i




Chapter I
OUR LAND IS OUR LIFE

THE fundamental problem facing the Kenya people today
is that they are living in a changed society, but their economic
status remeins unchanged. They are not able to adjust them-
selves o that changing society unless they have control of
their own Jand and destiny, Such a borrier existed for years

in India and Burma before the British Government cooperated

in mccting the people's wishes.

For example, ane pint of milk in any pert of Kenya other
than the ereas occupied by the pastora! people cost about 6d.
(74). If a mother would like 1o fecd her baby a pint of milk
per day it will cost her 15/~(32.10) a month ot a time when
her -monthly ecarnings are only 4/-{56¢) 1o 20/-{$2.80).

That is the lifc of the African in Kenya. That is not the
Emecgency. The policy of the European seitlers has been to
maintain the concept of domestic slavery by giving low wages
- and maiutaining insecurity of laud tenure among the Africans.
8o much so that the Africans go to work on the European
forms at 6 o'clock in the morning, returning sometimes at
5 or & o'clock and at others, at 8 o'clock in the evening,
depending on the ¢rop scason. The Africans work for % of
a shilling (4¢) per day which has since been increased io 1
u shilling (7¢) a day. That meant thut a person used to work
three duys for 1/-{14¢). According to the increased wages
2 person could work two days for 1/—. In Kenya every shilling
(14¢) is divided into & hundred pennies so that these wages
can be paid. .

v In 1921 Africon farm lobourers were paid 4/~(56¢) a
month, There was a threat 10 cut these wages. At the same
time the Governmest raised hut and poll faxes and intro-

2

duced compulsory jzbour for women and girls,

The Africans wanted to petition to the British Government
against this, At that time it was believed that if any Africans
petitioned to the King they would have their hands cut off,
Harry Thuku, a telephone operator from.-the KiXuyw, agreed
to sign the petition. The Government welcomed the petition,
Harry Thuku did not have his hands cut off, and he became
a uational hero, .

Then he was arrested. The African women threatened fo
pull off their cloihes and resist unless the mea would go and
get himm ont. The people protested at the police station, and
five African women were among the 22 people who were
killed. Hury Thuku was exiled without a trial for 9 yeass,”

The people who had fought against his arrest formed an
organisation known as the Kikuyu Centeal Association. This
was the first of the Konya African political organisations, It
v/as organised aniy by the Kikuyu people {the Agikuyu) and
was not yet a national organisation. The Agikuyu are, howe

ever, the Jargest African community in Kenya and live in Cen~’

tral Province, the province in which Nairobl, the capital, is
also situaied. As a result of these struggles, it was declared in
1923 in & Brilish Waite Paper (Lord Devonshire) that “Pri-
marily Keaya is an African territory and His Majesty's Gov-
ernment think it necessary to record their considered opinion
that the Interesis of the African natives must be paramount,
and that if and when those interests and the interests of the
immigrant races chell conflict, tha former should prevail,”
This declaration Jed the Africans to believe that at any rate
this was the legal basis oo ‘which Kenya would develop.
The maln aim of the Kikuyu Central Associstion was thy
abolitlon of forced iabour for mea and women, the abolition
of hut tuxes, and the recovery of the land that had been
alienated from the Africans, ‘The Agikuyu were not alone in
wanting these. In 1922 there was no civil war. The Morris
Certer Kenya Lands Commismion came to Xenya, Here are
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some of the statesaents made to the Commiission by Africacs.
They arz from the Commission’s Report. They still hold good.

“The Kavirondo Taxpayers Welfare Association in Nyanza
Province lestified: - :

“As the Europeans and Indians have come to Africa be-
cause their lands are full of people, we beg that they remem-
ber that our land will be full of people also, and we cannot
lcave Africa a3 the Europeans and Indians leave their lands.”

“Wp do oot like the nume ‘Rezerve.” The land hos besn
ours from old.” . ’

The native Catholic Union of Central Kavirondo stated:

#\We thought that this land was ours and the Government
was protecting it for us. ‘[his is why we cannot fix this matter.
1t surprised us . , . 1t (the Crown Lands Ordinance) maked the
natives to be holders of land at the will of the Crown. This
is unsuitable and should be abolished or amended.™

Hese is another group, the Kanyakwar: ‘ .

“At times petitions and memorandums in regard to the land
questions wkich wero addressed to the Government, Were
" considercd to be seditious aad revolutionary, whilst in reality
our absolute motive is 1o express our great feclings oaly.

wye are expressing the truth and innermost feeling of cur,
people which probabiy the headmen may tear to' discloss
owing to the fact that they would be brought into disfavour
with the Governmeat.” . .

. “We respectfully beg to impress upon your Commicsion
that the land question is very vital and imperiant to us, as it
is the only means of our living.”

A Luo oative, Antonio Okulo, from another Catholic
Union at Marenu, 1old the Commission:

“In Nyangoro there is & missionary who first came to teach
us, but has ow started agriculture . . . It was the property
of the local inhabitants . . . We don't underttand the meaning
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of ths Crown Lands Ordinance, 1915, Now we feel that vo
ara like grass growing oa land which is not ours, but we feel
fike people who have borrowed the land. So far as we can
aee, this is not true . . . The Native Lands Trust Ordinance:
I dog't know the mezning of the word “Frust’”

Danicl Oviti of Local Native Council, 2 Government or-
ganisation, stated: -

“These days Europeans use genile words: we never know
when they may boil up. I he gets & bit more, he wacts more,
and then troubles begin, A Europcan begics in a mall way
and spreads everywhere” | : Co

From Ukamba Province, one of the men described tho
Eurcpean estates as *50 big that it takes four hours to walk
from one end to the ciher ond the area of development s
veryamall...Thereisgamnwandcringoveri!.ltisbcuér

o ook after the interests of thesc natives than it is 10 Jook
after the interests of the geme.™

Ao elder of Kisimu, Ojuang s/o Bodas, bad this to say:
“Penple who followed on the heels of Governtoent have taken
our land, We gave it to teach cullivatlon of econonme crops;
we iid not selt it This was our jand before Government

came. _
Here is the evidence of Kiblrir Azsp Chemwa of Buret in -
Nyanza Province: ) -

“Our strength bos gone s the Europeans have our land ...
It i3 like having been invited 16 » feast and only being allowed
to look at the good food.”

This statemeant is by Ezekiel Arap Roronys of Buret:
“We all have one fecling . , . Buret has been squeczad.

" We have no room for cattle grazing und wander about; those

Jeft behind suffer.” :
Chebore Arap Chengecha of Sotik testifled:
“We worked for Government a3 Police and King’s African
o 3




Riftes. With wages we bought caitle but there was no room
to graze them. We shall be pleased if we can get our desserts,
Even ex-Sergeants have to go on farms, as squatlers like chil-
dren at sh.6 a month (84¢) to get grazing. Now Chepalungu
is a resort for carnivora; we want 1o occupy it beneficially.
This is #ll I have to say; it is the word of our people.”

1 have given this evidence because this is the foundation
of the troubles in Keaya. I can fili hundreds of pages with
evidence of this kiad. : ‘

‘ *« & » .

In 1940, at the beginning of World War 1I, the Kikuyu

Central Association, together with the Akamba Union, the

_Teita Union, and other organisations of the Kenya Africans,

were all ‘banaed by the Government. Twenty-two leaders of
_these organisations were arrested oud iaterned in concentra-
tion camps. ]
Nevertheless, when the British asked the Kenya Africans
to join ia the Buropesn war, the Africans imposed no con-
ditions. They were not allowed to bear arms but they drove
lorries and ambulances, acted as porters and as hospital aides.
They placed their land at the disposal of the Government
for aerodromes, roads and .the production of food.
1t is often hinted that when the people of India agreed to
"{oin the second World War they asked for assurance - from
the British Government that if the war was wen, India's con-
tinuous demands for independence would be implemented.
. The Afrcan people did not raise such points when they joined
the first or the second World War. Tens of thousands of
Africans lost their lives and familice in the first World War

in the carrier corps. During the war the Crown Lnnds Ordi--

nance was introduced and after the war the Kenya Africans

received compeasation by their country being annexed to the’

status of Colony. They believed that after the second World
War people all over the world would not want the same

thing to hoppen again.
6

Chapter Ii
KENYA AFRICANS FORM A UNION

I 1944 sore three Africans and myself started to debate
by the roadside on the African political status. The debate
_became a bet as to whether Africans ‘could gain what- they
want if they go atout it in the right way. I bet 500/—{$75)
that we covld wia a demand if we went about it propariy.
Three of the otters offered the same amount in opposition
to me, claimiog that the Britlish Government had invested
too much in recism ever to honour its political promises. We
formed a committee to petition the Government for direct
African representation on the Legisiative Council. There were
26 Local Native Councils in the country. But these had only
advisary power, and even these were headed by Europeans.
‘This does not imply, our ingratitude or that the civil servanis
were dishonest, But if the avtomobile instructor receives fees
for teaching but never allows the learner to touch the steering
‘wheel,-the pupil will never learn to drive,

The money collected was used for the petition and we -
toured throughout the country gelting signatures of the Chicfs,
civil seravnts, shop-keepers, tcachers, ministers, and people
from all walks of life. ' . ‘

In that petition we did not make any reference to tiibal .
representation, The Africans who read the petition throughout
the country also confirmed that all the Africans wanted was
their representative -in the Kenyn Legistative Council—an
African from &ny part of Keoya, It is the continved ery of
_the Furopeans, supported by the administrative authorities,

-thot the African communities ace hostilz to one another and
fighting all the time. From: the very begioning the African
political movement stood fc communal unity, ’
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The Secretary of State for the Colondes of the Coalition
Government, Mr. Oliver Stanley, was scheduled to vixit
Kenya, We planned to hand him this petition. The custom was
that eny petition addressed to the Secretary of State went
first to the District Commissioner, to the Chief Native Com-
missloner and then to the Chief Secretary who advances it
o the Govemnor in Exccutive. Their comments were attached
to it, and enly then was it rent on to the Secretary of State,
To svoid this hoppening, the day before the Secretary of
State was o arrive, we posted the letter just beforo closing
time at the Post OMce; by Registercd Bxpress sa that It would
go direct to Government House. In this way, Mr, Stanley
was the first to open and read our petition, He handed it back
to the Govemor with recommendations that it should he
implemented. ‘The Government was very much annoyed with
our strategy, especially about my part in it becauss they
thought/that 1 was the ringleader. ‘

Howcver, the Secretary of State had recommended an
African represeatative and the Governor of Kenya introduced
a system of a panel of names of the candidates to be ap-
pointed for this new post. The Jocal Native Councils were
given power to receive names of candidates. Of the 26 Native
Counclls, 19 selected my name, six selected Mr. Mathu, one
selected Mr. Francis Khamis, ‘

The Government asked for another nomination proposing
that the names be screencd. on a provincial basts, Central
Province was asked to select 4 persons, Nyanza Province 4,
RIit Valley. 2 and the Coast Province 2. These 12 were to
form a committce to screen the candidates at a meeting under
the Chairmanship of the Europeon Member for African Af-
fairs, the Chief Native Commissioner. The first result of this
meeting was that, of the 12 people, nine selected my name and
two selected Mr, Mathu, The Chalr vetoed the maijority vote.

The Chief Native Commissioner asked the people to cast
still another vate. Africans by that time noticed that the

&

Government definitely did not want me to be rewarded for
getting the petition to the Secretary of State. The tv.o names,
raine and that of Mr, Mathu were presented to the Governor
who nominated Mr. Mathu es the first African Member of
the Legislative Conncil, '
The Kenya Legistative Council bad then 11 members, ons
Indian, one Afdican and the rest Buropeans, Today there
are 54 members of the Legislative Council. the 5% million
Africans sré represented by eight nominated Africans; 120,600
Indians are represented by eight members (six of whom are
elected by Asian voters); 24,000 Arabs gre represanted by
three menibers (one of whom is elecied by Arzb male voters),
The remaining 35 members represent the 40,000 Europeans.
In the Executive Council the seats are by appointment and the
structure s one African, one Asian and the rest Europeans to
make a total of 11, You can therefore see that the constitu-
tional power is directly under the confrol of the Europsan
minority. African membets are at the mercy of the Governor
who nominates them and are constaatly threatened should
they be found to differ scriously with the Government. The
views held by my thres opponents regarding racism in British
politics are still irrefutable, '
However, the Africans bad now gained confidence that
their request for African representation was recognized as
legitimute and that their solidarity dispelled tribalism theory.
So they got together acd decided to form a committce thut
would assist, and advise their new Member on the Council.
That new committee was called the Kenya African Study
Union which later became the Kenya African Unfon (KAU).
The policy of the Kenya Government has been and still Is
to promote and perpetuate tribal differences among the "
Kenya people. 1a a warld where people are moving closer to
one another all the tiwe, the first task of the Kenya African
Union was to break dowa these differences. Before petitioning
the Governor we had toured around all tho communities and




asked them to read and amend or approve. They were all in
agreement that Africans nceded self-government, a common
electoral system, compuisory education and above all, full
control of their land, Their agreement was the first sction
toward political unity. The execulive committee of the Union
was representative of variods groups and communities speak-
ing different languages, We were quite successful in getting
rid of tribal feelings.

Tha progremme of the KAU was and is self-government for
the African people. By sclf-government the African people
-pever meant throwing out non-Africans. But we feel that the
principle of a common franchise on a geographical busis and
the ‘clectoral system by secret ballot has been established in
India, Ceylon, the Sudan, the Gold Coast and Nigeria. Jf
even there are Africans who cannot read, we fecl that it is
important that they have some way of saying who is to repre-
“sent them. .

We were dot hostile to the Europeans, In the cities where
people of all nationalities, Eurcpeans and Asians, lived, we
were ready 1o adapt the system of represeatation so that the
minority Europeans and Asians would have no fear of bheing
swamped by Afcicans, But we fecl that Africans should bave
control of their political affairs so that they could use their
national resoirces to develop the best in themselves.,

The KAU had about 150,000 members throughout the
country, men and women in about 50 branches. We held
mentings all over Kenya. The meetings were held in the
markets and on the farms, At a typical meeting. 5,000 people
would have gathered before the speakers arrived. People came

from 20 or 30 miles away to take part. To a meeting on a_

European farm people came by lorries from dozens of differ-
ent farms. As many as 10,000 people attended these meetings
on the farms. The people on the farms take more interest
even than the peopls in the citics because they have come
to belicve that the funclion of the KAU is to fight for thelr
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rights, highsr wages, better conditions of work, and education
for their children. On the farms they feel the restrictions
not only of the Government officials but of the European
farmers. .

The agricultural! Jabourers had no trade union organisations.
Thercfore part of the programme of the KAU was to en-
courage workers on’ the furms to organise farm labourer
unions and to fight for their legitimate rights in the same way
a3 people do in the United States and Great Britain, where
labour is accepted as a way of life as land has always been
accepted as a way of life by the Africans.

The KAU was definitely aware of the opposition of the

" non-Africins who falsely thought that the policy of the KAU
.was o oust Europsans, We made it our policy to plcad with

the working people to-be faithful in their work, whether they
were employed by Europeans, Asians or Africans. We asked
them to contribute to the best of their ability in order not
to harm the record of Africans in general. Labourers were
taught the value of their energy in production as the basis
of their demands for fair remuneration. While Africans knew
that they were the ones who praduced, they had never been
told the sum total of their production. A worker could pick
six tins of coffee a dey, We explained to them that one tin
weighs 20 pounds and sclis for 100/-($14). He receives
one shilling snd one-fifih {17¢) a day for a product that selis
for 600 shillings (§84). We believed that if the workers konew
the value of their work they would kaow the value of their
lnziness if -anyone called them-lazy. They would also under-
stand who develops the country and what part of patiopal
wealth returns to the country. ‘

If you visit Keaya today you will find that on the railroads
Africans are station masters, conductors, ticket collectois.

- You will plso Bud Adfrican guards. Should you go 1o the

exccutive department of the reilway, vou will Bnd that apart
from the highest office, most of the posts of responaibility are

.
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held by Africans, The dock workers aro Africans. Because
of the shortage of land, masy people had to go to the cities
to get jobs. They are In post and telegrarh.

The workers in the cities in the transport industries, the
tailors, domestic servants, civil servants organised themselves
into trade unions, sbout 75,000 of them. The dock workers
were organized into ‘a union with an office known as the
“Poor Man's Office™ (Ofici Masikini) and carried on a great
strike at Mombasa, The Government accused the dock work-
ers union of threatening strike-breakers with cutting off of
their ears and they arrested and deported their leader, Cego
Kibacia, without trial. L

On the first of May 1949, an East African Trads Union
Congress was formed. The Goverament accused the Trade
Union Congress of belng a political organisation and refused
registration. Then on May 15, 1950, the Congress officers

were arrested on the charge of belng executives of an unregis- |

tered union. The Trade Unions ordinance contains the same
restrictions agalnst picketing as the British Labour movement
fought Against in the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Act of
1527, It took the British worker nearly 20 years and 8

Labour Gavernrent to get rid of these restrictions. The Kea-

ya peoplo do not think that in the modern world they should
have to walt 50 long before they can have free trade unions.

The KAU did not enter.into any strikes. It left the organi-
sation of the workers to the unions. When the trado unions

appealed to the KAU for help, the KAU conjointly with the

unions approached the Goverament and the African Members
of the Legislative Council on -behalf of the Trade Unions.
The KAU sought by every means to work in harmony with
the Kenya Government. But the KAU was under continuous
ttack and erticism. If any person should be accused or
arrested by a policemnn and he was found to be a member
of the KAU, the Government sald it was the KAU who
instigated bis action., Therefore ons of the poticies of the
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KAU was to plead with the people to pay their poll taxes on
timme aod fo refrain from any action that would bring sccusa-
tious from the police challengiog the growth of the organisa-
tion, cn the basis of petty thefts etc. . :

Before helding putlic meetings we got permistion from
the police. For a meeting on & Evropean farm we got per-
mission ot only from the officials but from the European
farmers. Europrans were invited und encouraged to attend ’
these meetings, No farm of acy leader of the KAU was not
terraced for soil conservation.

We also cocouraged seif-help In the form of Africans
working for other Africans. Wo were concerned with en»
couraging cooperative fartas in fruil-farming, colfee-growing, .
and wattle bark. We were no! cocouraging or opposing indi-

_vidunl enterprise, but cooperative enterprise was most ideal.

There are no political parties in Kenya, neither Conscrvative,
Liberal, Labour, Commudisis or Anarchists. The Africans in
Kenya have always lived on a comumunal basiy with one
hetping thz other. Villuge communal acrivities -were being
organised by the people themselves. These applied for mem-
bership in the KAU 30 that we had group memberships as
well a3 individual -memberships. : o
Our political education was arrenged in the form of yeariy
conferences. ‘The agenda of these meetings was first discussed
on a local basis, Next the questions were brought before
the distriet, and th=o the proviocial council. Those: topics
were then prepared by the nationsl headquarters to be dis-’
ctzsied ot the general conference. The questions that affected
Kenya were those affecting agricultural people everywhere,
trads upions, the-wages of the workers, the land question,
compulsory education, the electoral syslem, educaticn of
women, the questions of cattle sod soil crosion, bealth and
even the question of the general morale of the country. Women
denied a license to sell lunch under a trec-shade called at tho

. KAU office for necessary action.
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KAU meetinps were without exception orderly. There were’

mever any incidents, riots or demonstrations, before or after
‘a meeting. 1f the Europeans bad wanted to bring civilisation
and order to Alfrica, they would have welcomed and en-
couraged tho activity of the KAU. We expected those who
wished Africa well to start from the firm foundation of ‘what
the Africans were building for themselves. Building on the
basis of these efforts of the Africans would have gained the
confidencs of the Afticaps. .

Chapter 11§
KENYA AFRICANS BUILD COOPERATIVES

BEFORB the Emergency there were moye than 8,000 Ce-
operatives initiated end organised by Africans. 'l‘hey were
begun as a result of the restrictions and obstacles put in the
way-of Africens who were trying to adopt modern methods
of trade and production.

If you move from one street to another in the city and,
townships, you will see African men and women doing busi-
ness as tailors, tin-smiths, hair-dressers, hootmakers, bicycle
repaits, ete. from the verandahs of premises rented from
Indigns, who are the chiel tradert in Kenya. Sémi-educated

" Alricuns have been able to leam trading practices and start

small businesses of their own by watching the lndians while
swoeping out their offices, In urban areas you find African

- vegetable stalls side by side with that of Asians in the market.

In Mairobi, the capitnl, there are three’ peak hours of
traffic every day, in the mo*ning, at lunch time and after
work. The Africans do not participate in the lunch. hour’

" traffic. While the Eurcpeans and Asians drive home for

lunch the Africans eat their Junch under the shade of -the
ees. African wotnen cater to their trade in opeus-alr restau-
Tants.
Trading in the fullest capacily has only recently been
started by Africans in Keoya, -
" Y remember one instance whers an !ndw.n wanted to suction
his block of buildings on the optn market and bidding was
carried on by Europeans, JAfricans and Indians, An African
who was almost in rags kept up with the bidding uatil it came
to 330,000 shillings (over $40,000) which no other person
could outtid, People looked st him with disdain, thinking
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that perhaps he was only joking and did not know the
financial responsibility lnvolved. The African paid that mooey
in cash the following day, and almost half of the amount he
. paid not by cheque but in.money that his pariner as carryisg
in his pocket at that moment, When other big houses were
_auctioned, more than seven trading proinises were actually
purchased by these Africans until some of the Europeans and
Indians organised through their Chamber of Commerce a
way to give their people priority before the suctions.
Africans in bus cervices, transport services snd supplies
were beginning to control the trad= Alse African builders
organised building companics which got building contracts

from Furopeans and Asians, not to speak of the other Afd- -

cans. These traders and transporters were beginning to de-
velop their own country, take their places in the East African
economic wortd aod offer, keen competition to trained busi-
nessmen, transporiers and builders. These Africans were
mainly supported by other Africans. They wanted encourage-
ment from those who bad.iotroduced Europcan practices
lnto Africa. But Africans, when referring 10 the desired en-
couragement, are reminded of the person who was danger-
ously ill in hospital, His relatives gurrounded his bedside,
hoping he would recover sufficiently to sip some water. But

to his surprise, when he recovered, they would not even

give him a'sip of water.

Evropeans and Yndians give credit terms to Africao traders -

which force them to operate on a share crop basis. According

. to the Kenya law Africans were prohibited from expanding
any form of financial credit over £10 ($28)." Africans bave
to pay cash, . .

In arcas alienated to Buropeans, the Afrlcan squatter wio
produces a crop must sell it st 2 lower price to the European
farmer who in turn sclls the produce at a high rate under &
trade lobel “European produce.” The Africans must not keep
goats or more than 15 sheep or over five cows. According to

I6

the present system the Aftican is 10 be discwned even in the
areas which the Buropean settlers sliotted to bim as 2 squntter
and is to be kept as a village type, a source of Ishour for
the Bunyparas.

Africm.n in Kenya were discouraged from coffes planting
because it requires larpe scale production. There could be

- 80 question of ability. Africans in Ugands, Tanganyika ard

Wee';t Africa are coffee’ planters. My father was the flest
African to grow coffee in Kenyz, but he was able to do w0
only by defying Government orders ngainst it. When the
Government prosesnied him, he had {o take the matter to the -
Supreme Cowrt §3 Nairobl and won the case, During the
Emergency the Government set up a onc-mile safety zone
between the European coffez plantations and ths Africac

- ‘farms. All crops were destroyed in the safely zone—ths entire

one-mile strip taken from the African side.

However, during the 1938-1945 war, Africans were able to
make some money from trade. This tended to make the Afri-
cans of Cential Province wealthler from the money point of
view and Europeans were worried how to reduce this African
money circulating in the reserve. As soon as the war way over
n secret plan wves made to sell to Africans reconditioned mili-
tary vehicles on terms of cash without credit, each vehicle

" at a price of 10,000/~($1500). Africans who wanted to better

thelr economlc position feil into this trap and within a very
short time every road was covered with lorvies that did.
not really lust Iong, Only European automobils firms were
Hesnced to sell these ex-military vebicles, African eaminga

- returned {o the Evropeans through thess reconditioned lorries.

The District Administrators initiated the system of bujld-
Ing shops, Africans were allowed to bulld shops of perma-
nent materinl in trading centers, each allotted 2 plot of 40°
ty 80" A thae limit war placed on the completion of these
shops after which the builder lost his trading Heence and
truding site. In the Gcnlral Province alone which has about
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¢ight districts each district had about 2,000 shops costing about
8,000/—{over $1000) each. “This meant that betwesn 1939 and
1949 - Africans of onc Province speat pearly 80 million
shillings (over $10,000,000) in this way.

The result is that if you visited any of iliese trading ceuters
you found two, thres or four restaurants with not sufficient
‘people to use ther. In one shop you-would find only & bar
of bluc soap, one blanket and.a jantern, The African, having
spent 8,000/ of his savings on permanent malesials, did not
have any money left to buy trading goods for his shop.

‘The other way of taking the Africans’ carninge wos the
eocouragement of court cases on land. In 1940 I was ap-
pointed one of the members of His Excellency's Standing
Advisory Council for the Affican District Council 1o examine

- the District Council's findings on the whole country. We have
in Ceatral Province the repart ot tribunal fines and fees.
£11,000 ($30,000) per year were taken in one district alone.

Now what were the iype of cascs? Since there is an-acule
ghortage of Iand and more people-cannot be ahsorbed either
in small industry, in trade or iu any other work, the alternotive
was to go back lo farming. Those who went out for military
gervice s tractor drivers or hospital assistants found that
those who were left behind had cultivated extensively, partly

through the encomragement of the Government and partly
dve to the production for the
Then ex-scrvicemen returncd with a record of their work in
the war and with promises maie to them by the Government
_ for cehebilitation. The Government did not fulfii the promises
or cven give them land for rehsbilitation. Next, - Government
encouraged the tribunal officers to receive land cases which
involved dividing of the land between the familics or between
‘clans or between sons and brothars. Casez would go on some-

times two or threo years. The money spent for courl expentes, '

together with the money speat for entertrinment of the elders
when they visited the sites of the land involved, was smuch
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war effort and war supplies. a

higher than the vaiue of that particular difference in Mmdﬁ.
But zil this was encouraged because the Goverameat was

 reaping the advantoges of these differences between Alfricans

sod the money was going to the tribunal court in ebundance.

Africans, however, arc chielly interested in daveloping the
resoucces and trade of their country. Toduy, everything that
(ke Africane in Kenya use in their daily life must be imported:
cooking utensils, farming tools, clething, tramsporl, moncy,
salt, vehicles. In some areas if &n Afficen is seen wearing
Afiican costume he is arrested vader the Emergency powers.
Should women aflow their hair 1o grow longer, they are
arrested, They are forced to wear the squipment of European
life, produced by Europeans, It is not that the Afticans do
not want o use Euccpenn-type goods. They have been trying
for years to gain the right to adopt Western ways of produc-
tion and frade. - ST *

In 1944 the Import Controller asked all the Africans to
bring cash wilh them and lorrics sullicient to collect the goods
they wanted to buy. A group arrived in Nairobi about 11
o'clack in the moraing with money in silver and paper which
ayas hoerded in bags and boskets amounting to 65,000/
{about $10,000), and about 20 cmpty lorries. They asked
me to be their interpreter to the Import Controfler, After
somie time we were told that we should go back to the reserve
with our money, thers wes no goods for those lorrics. We
told him he had promised us and I showed him the letter
he had written to the shop-keepers, These shop-keepers had
each contributed either 2,000, 5,000 or 10,000 shillings ac-
cording to the size of thelr shops and their financlai ability.
Sometimes one shop was kept by three brothers who put all
their earnings together io purchase these goods. Failing to
get the goods, we could not retura with the money. The whole
country know that there vras money with thoss people. it
was dangerous to keep on carrying the money around and
besides, before our retum some of the money would have
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been spent on transport )

We decided to ask the Import Controller 1o keep this
money for the people. We returned to his office at 2 o'clock
but he definitely said that he could vot either take ihe moncy
or give us goods. Next was the question of where to deposit
the meney. I went 10 the Secretariat, saw Colonel Marchant

- and explained the. situation. 1 explaincd that should they
carry the money back to the reserve it would create a prob~
lem. He gave me an urgent appointment and when 1 went
to see him with the elders {the money meanwhile was Jeft
in the lorry outside) he called Mr. O'Hagan, the then District
Commissioner of Nairobi, who was asked to assist me in
depositing the money, The District Commissioner asked me to
deposit the money in my name. I refused becauvse if that
monéy should rémain in the bank under 'my pame ome day
and the commission given, thea 1 would be earning with
ather people’s money. The Commissioner suggested that he
and 1 should jointly sign a slip statiog that this money was
in the Barclay's Bank pending the avsilability of goods. About

- 4 o'clock I left and visited an Indisn burrister, Ms. 5. G.
Amin, and asked his assistance in drawing up a cooperative
memorandurn for registration of a company, He accepted and
I asked him to give it top priority and with that I retwned

_ home. I did not want 1o return o the city until the memo-

randum had heen registered. Three lstters came, Gue of them -

was abusive. It was from the District Commissioner saying thet

the- bank could not keep the money aoy lopger. 1 did not ~

reply to any letter but I kept on insisting thut Mr. Amin
should faish bis draft of the memorandum and present it to
. the Registrar of Cooperative Socleties. :

This money founded the first African Cooperative Sociely
in Kenys, called Keoya African Farmers and Traders Co-
operative Limited. From there some other cooperatives in the
country started and they increased to 8,000, Most of theso
bave been liquidated by the Government during the Emer-
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gency. The Government eacouraged instead the formation of
cooperatives under the direction of Europeans. In this way
the Government is always in control, knows the foancial
power of the cooperatives and controls their growth, instead
of this remaining in Ibe hands of the members.

Bven before the Emergency, African cooperatives were
subordinated to Eurcpean cooperatives, The goods praduced
by Africans had first to be sold to European cooperalives
working with the Government io produce costrol and market-
ing, Financially this mediation meant & loss aod awso tho
African produce loses its identity. Hence ‘their agricultural
contribution is mot recognized, Here ngain the Africans do
sot want to swallow up but to learn by experience which will
give them the desired confidence in their capagity to produce
and trade with others, -

The formation of the first African Bank in Kenya (Mumbi
Kizina Ltd) was the resuit of Government discouragement of.
African efforts to increase productivity. .

The Agikuyu were not provided with equipment for the
bartlefront during the sccond World ‘War. 'The part pinyed -
by them. was mainly production of food and food supplies.
The Agikuyn with their rich country supplied vegetables in
such sbundence that the Government cstablished iwo dry
vegetable factories, one at a place called Karatina in Nieri

and the ather at a place called Kerogoiya in Embu. According -

to the pegotiation entered between the Governmeat and the
African owners of the land where these two factories were
established, the Africans were to put their land at the disposal
of the Goveroaent. The Tovermment was to help the Afri-
caps with irrigation and vegelable seeds and then the Africans
were to sell the vegetables back to thie factory. The enterprise
was so successful that Africans in that neighborhood started
to earn mors money thae they bad ever carned all thelr lives.
The agresment was that the fand would be returned to them
after the war and that the factory would equaily be placed at
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their disposal, in fact in the hands of the Africans, through
their African District Couacils.

When the war cnded the Afcicons through thelr leaders

and their Jocal district councils approached the Government

in order that it should fulfil its agreeincnt of turning the .
factory over to the Africans, so thet the Africans counld
controt the factory and carry ofi productios in peace as they -
had in war. The Government was 1o refain the market in

Britain and the world market for tinmed dry vegctables,
acting on behalf of the Africans. ’

The Africans said that they were willing to subscribe aix :

million shillings (about $1,000,000) which would be used
for ths talaries and upkeep of the factory and the wages ot
the European and non-African engineers, transportation, ctc.

When the Sovernment heard that the Africans were seekiag

1o have exclusive control it refused. It insisted that the Gov-
ernment must control 51% of shares and the Africans rotain |
anty 49%, The Africans objected .on the ground that that
was contrary 1o the previous agreement. They said ihey ‘were

capable of controlling the factory and running it, at the same
time retaining cooperation of the Government. The Africans
said it appeared to be the Goverament's inteation {o discout-

nge Africans runsing the factory with a view to the Govern-
ment taking over the coatrol of land which had slready been
manured and irrigated and was suitable for crops. Instead of
the Government sgreeing to assist the Africans to continue

this method of self-help to get vegetables to feed the hungry
world it proposed to demolish the two factories.
 The Africans, having been denfed permission io” run the
dry vegctable fuctories, decided then to open up en African
National Bank with the money which was intended for the
factory. A reired civil servant got all the information and
initinted the machinery to Register the Mumbi Kigina Lid,
which means National Bank. :

We sought the Government's permission to have such 2

22

w

bank established in Kenya for African traders and farmers.
The Governor delayed giviog that permission, shilving our
application in the Secretarint. By 1951 we appealed to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies with a vicw to getting his
support in persuading the Governor of Kenya to sanction our
appeal, That also iziled, By this time African patience was
hegioning 1o reach saturation point, They had worked hard
to carp money, they were preparcd to cooperafe with the
Government in every respect to produce foed for a’food-
hungry world, Yet at every point their encrgies were frustrated
and they felt poorer and ruore retarded than before they
began to adopt Westera ways of trade.

When the Emergency started, the first aci of the Govern-
ment was to close down all African shops, confiscate buses,
suppress all African economic activitics. Under the Emer-
geney, Africans are not aliowed lo visil the aity-where they
can open up their banking accounts or even draw their pre-
vious savingy. According to the low pobody is supposed 10
draw money aod the Alricans are not supposed 1o Leep ac-
counts of their own. Africans are at the mercy of the Kenya
police, the European Reserve, the Kenya Defense Forces of
Europeans, the army and the Africon Home Guard. During
the round up, if Africans are found with more than 30/-
(§4.30), that money is taken away from them. If in an
Afvican shop there is found more than £5 (515) any day,

-the money is cenfiscated by the Government as weil as by

the military and potice forces during the round-up and the
Africans cannot reclaim it If an incident takes place in the
neighbourhood of any trading centre all the shops ‘and restau-
runts are forced 1o close down until the shop-keepers give
information as to who commiited the offense, Licences, passes
of working people, ars torn up and they arc then charged
with being “spivs.™ Not only are the Africans forced back

iuto the reservey, into forced frec labour. The European and

Indian traders in the cities have had their buainesses com-
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pletely disrupted. Economic activity has been paralyssd.
During the reconstruction after 1945, Africans knew from
the wircless, newspaper apd their fellow countrymen who
had visited Britain under the auspices of the British Council,
of 1he amount of money borrowed from the United States by

PBritain. They knew that the British people were passing -

through a very hard time. Therefore the Africans were ¢amy-
ing out a programme of self-help in educaticn and in business
without expecting moncy 1o be appropriuted by Government
They knew that the first money svailable had to be esed o
provide homes 2nd shelter” for those bombed-out people in
Britnin. Africens were suppotting themsclves in their achoulg.
building their own trading centres, b'uying second-hand vchi-
cles, paticatly and without bitterncss. But when the sigos of
recovery came to Britain and the Europeans in Keaya started
then to fight, to destroy the schools, trading centres, vehiclea

and other work of Africans, that could only develop a col-

lective resentment among the Africans, Africans caunot un-
durstand that Government should exist to increase poverty.
It is imposible to understand bow the rest of the wotld can
benefit from it.

Chapter ™
KENYA AFRICANS BUILD A COLLEGE

. The Alfricans believed that {n crder to understacd themselves

and the peoples of otber countries, children in Africa should -

. enjoy compulsory education, irrespective of racial community

or religion. Africeny could ses that European and Asian
children in Kenya emjoyed compulsory education, but the

" aducation of Africans was discouraged. .

The Kenya Government spends £ 59 (about $180) per head
on each European; £ 14-163 {about $42) for cach Asian, end
£1-105 (54,30) on each African. And this assessment iy coly
for children of high school, teachers training. Elementary
schools for Africans recsive no sssistance. They are run only
by missionarizs or by Africans themselves. Mission schools
separaied the peopls according to the conflicting doctrines ot
thelr sponsors but they all treated African prectices and
beliefs as Leathen and ungodly. )

In 1925 the fimt African independent schools were start
at Gethungusi by a mas called Ndirangu, These schools, 400
of them, with & average enroliment of 62,000 children,
reccived mo grant-in-aid from the Goverrment. “Africans
imposed special taxation on themselves to pay for the scheols.
Each school had ils own elected managing commiltes respon- .
aible to the community.

The Government did not supply trained teachers.for thess
schools. When I returned from the United Statea and England
in 1938 I found that theso independent schools ware belog
closed by the Government as inefficient because they lacked:
trained teachers, The Governmeni offered mo the post of

* . Principal of one of the Qovernment schools. The former

principal had been getting £1,000 ($2,800) a year. I was
a3




offered £10 ($28.00) a month by Mr. Wisdom in the Educa-
tion Department. I told them that my tuition had not been
balved during my training in Britain because of my color,
Alricans who had remained in Kenya were getting much
higher wapes than those who returned from oversess. The
purpose was to discourage other Africans from going abroad.
But the “half-salury reason™ did not dictate my choice,
Upon my return my parents had organized a very big
reception in my honor. At that reception I put on my cap
and gown. My father looked at it and said he wondered
whether I had purchased that cap and gown at an Indian
bozaar or from Woolworth's, He swid that he would not

belicve that this was in any way a University degree until I°

- vias able to transfer this power to other children. The “other
children” did not mean my own brothers and sisters. Rt
meant Ajiican people.

My fathier was at that umc 75 years old and he wanted to
see in order to believe. Later on Le invited several important
Chiefs end members of the Independent schools together.
They asked my father to allow me to go und open a teachers
training school for the village schools. My father accepted on
onc condition, that the elders should take the responsibility
for tbe building and so forth. 1t ‘was 10 be staited on the
Tth of January.

Those elders paid 5/—<70¢) each, which brought the total
up to £10 {$28.00) as security for the beginning of the new

school, The management Committee of various independent -

schools decided to retrn to their respective districts and
provinces and select several svitable children to bs the first
candidates to open the new school, They had a ballot to select
cne school to be set aside under the new management. The
ballot fell on Gethunguri, the scat of the first independent
school.

We decided to open up the school with at least 25 studunts
and £10. A sporis meet was arranged, the field fenced in with
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banana fibres and dried maize stocks 3o that the new veniure
could be made known o the public and at the same time we
could get more money from the spactators to start the school,
We, got abour £20 more which brought the fotal to £30
(atout $90) and we actually decided to call the school Kenya
Teachers Colfege,

To the sports meeting we inviled the Provincial Commis-

* sioners as well as the Governor, The Governor seal the Chief

Secratary to deputise for him. None of them knew what way
going to be the name of the school. We had scerstly made
4 board with the words Xenya Teachers Collcge and had
asked the oldest African, Muinwre wa Gatef, secerding to
the custom of the Agikuyu, to pronounce the word Kenya
Teachers Coi’!ege. It took him more than' two weeks to learn
to pronounce the words. He was assfsted on to the platform

" with the Maturanguru (branches of trees carried by clders

on ceremonial occasions) and the arrow gnd shield, as is the .

. custom of Africuns who declarc ‘a new thing. After the prizes
‘were distributed to winning teams and the individuals,

Mu:rurc. anid complete silence, pointed toward the area, say-~
ing, “Now from this time, accordmg to the African custom,

e 1 sapctify and bless this place, na.rnmg -Kenya Teachers Col-

lege n3 the “Shaipener’ (Inorero in Kikuyu)." Simultancously
the blackboard with Kenya Teachers College was uncovered,
and African women shricked “Ngemi" five times as for a
new-born son. A new dawn had risen. .

We had planned on only 25 students but.on opening day,
7th Januvary, 1939, we found 200 more students, each with
& bundle of clothes, each giving as his or her excuse that
he was rot properly selecled by the Village School Comunittes
and that he alto needed the educational opportunity. So that
instead of starting with 25 students we started with 225.

Their ages ranged from seven years to 50, We decided then
hot to deny them their ecucational needs, but to changs the
policy of Kenya Teachers College, Instend of having it ay a
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s?!ec!. school for only 25 studcntx' we would make it & pyra-

taid type. Teachers training, adult classes, the infants school |

and secondary department were all together. The teachers
would find a place to practise among the old people as well
as the children. Later we drew up exteusive plans to extend
the Kenya Teachers College into the University of Kenya.
The sites were sclected and the blueprints of the 22 colleges
of law, medicine, home economics, liberal arts, agriculture,
scicnce and technology, were all drawn up and are in Kenya
today. In 1948 we submitted our proposals to the Colonial
Office and: the United Nations. . c

A Board of Trustees was established, £5 ($15) was agreed
on a3 the minimum donation for a person w get a cerlificate
of membership on the Board, This is what happened. An
elderly man in the ncighborhood wanted to bs made a mem-
ber of the Board, He did not have money but he bad a haif
gers of wattle bark trees, It was assessed at £3 and he de-
cided to glve it to us. A boy of 12 reccived a donkey from
his father and he wanted to be a member of the Trustees,
We assessed the donkey at 35/~(about §5) and the remainder
* he paid in installments. An African priest of the orthodox
church wanted his son to attend the achool. He had two
pigs and he offered a sow as bis equivalent for his membership
to the Board and the boar for part payment of fees for bis
son. The other Chiefs also became members of the Trustees
but since they were members of the Civil Service they had
1o remain incogaito.
" People who worked in the city proposed that their wives be
active members of the Trustees, attending whenever the meet-

ings were held in the College, while when the meetings took.

place in the City the husbands would take part,

‘The work was started at once so that the students should
not only attend classes but would help in building the achool.
Ons of the elders, Kakura, camo to us aaying that all be
wanted to find out was whether we were able to eat his food,
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For the first three months he offered to give us food for
100 students who were boarders. The rest were being taken
care of in the villages, Another elder, Kago, whko wanted to
plant more grass in his grazing field, offered to give us fre-
wood as well as polea for building, snd in return we were to
plant grasy in his farms.

The Buropenns present at the sports mest were shocked.

.To have the word. Teachers College in Kenya was in iisolf a

bold act because of the existing educational ‘policy of ths
Governmoent. There was only oge High School calied the

- Allinnce High Sclwol for higher education. Students from

Keaya, Tanganyika, Nyasaland, Zauzibar, Northern Rhodesia :
and Uganda had to go to Makerere Cnilege in Uganda. In

11925, three Colleges for Africans had besa eatablished: Fort

Harc in South Africa, Achimota in West Africa and Makerere

" in Enst Africa. Not until 1953 did Makerere confer & degres

on un African and that flrst African was in fast o gradurte
of the African independent schools.

The Government did not accept lightly the announcement
that Kenya Teachers College was now organised by Africans.
“The officers of the Kizmbu District called a general meeting,
and Chiefs and other members were called in throughout the
country to explain to the Government where we would get
money for the teachers and books, He waa told that these
people were prepared, since they were agricultural people,
to sell their produce In order to purchase anything they
wanted,

From that time on thers were mixed feelings between the
Government and the Kenya Teachers College. We decided
that as far as possible we would invite some of the children
who were refused admission to other schools on the grousd
of age. The Government policy was that if a student should
fail in his exnmination or even scem taller than the others,
no matter what his age, he was denied continuation of educa~
tion. Qur policy was that as long 88 a8 person was willing and




capable of improving his education, we were going to extend
the opportunity to him. The Inspecior of Schools calied
Kenya Teachers College a dumping place for- these who faii,
But African parents regarded it us their “laorero™ and ‘we,
the members of the College, decided that we were going to
" compcte academically with other schools and colleges. We
- ¢checked our syllabus from the suggestions obluined from his
Mazjesty's Siationery Office, London and high school tests

from the United States and’ India, alf udapted to African . |

eavironment and needs,

The question of building the school and the purchasing of
the land arose. First we decided that all the land must be
acquired by the College and become , the. property of the
College, Sccond that the elders must assist 10 build the schoo!,
We then decided that we were going to raise money from
produce as well as from a competition of the age-groups.

The age-group is » term which means all those who were
circumeised in the same year, Thus, those who wers circum-
cised [n 1919 obtained their name from 4 national ipidemic
in that year. My age-group was called Kimiri which means
epidemic. Kihiumwiri was an older group called the big knife
in the body. Njung'e is the age-group including all the aidest

men and Ciringl (Shilling) was the age-group thst was cir |

cumcised at the time that the shilling system was introduced
in Kenya. The age-group system was transformed to serve
. the community educationally. Every person or age-grottp in
competition with others identified himself with the Collcge,
They came to sce the school and we bad the children sing
tongs, some songs creating envy and others appealing for

belp, e.g., hospitality or boarding places for the students. Each -

age-group made itself responsible for one definite tusk, The
Kimirl group decided to buy land and so did the Kibumwirl,
Shilling decided 10 give water-pump facilities, other groips o
build a schoal dispensary and others to build the <lassroom
building,
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The Kenya Teachers Coliege began in January, 1539, By
October, World War 1T was declared, Our plans for education
were almost brought 1o a standstill. We were, however, able
to collect by that time 40,000/—($6,000) with which we
manuged to buy the land, build mud buts, and concrete floor
clasz buildings.

By 1940, instead of having the 225 students, the number
had increased to 400, By 1946, we had about 900 students,
Parents in the villages who were offering some hospitality
to student boarders were no Jonger able to do so. We therefore
asked the students to build their own accommodations. Wa '
did oot have ¢ncugh beds so we had to use dry banana fibres
for beds, ! L

During this time, when control made things extremely diffi-
cult and new building materials were ot available, we started
a compelition between the studeats to put up mud buildings
o mud classrooma without using any Buropean material. No

" mew puils but oniy old ones picked up on the strest second-

-hand could be vsed for these mud hut buildings; similarly
with second-hand corrugated tin and iron and strong ropes -
end baoana fibres’ for thatching,

Duting ene of the compztitions some elders came to check
our work in building and decided to offer us two bulls to be
eaten by the students who won 'the first prize. The work was

. very hard and some of the students did not take part hiit.
The principal and the teachers decided to pick out marits

and demerits {n each house so that all of the students would
take part in the fecst except thoss studenis who did not help,
A schoo) nearby lent us their bind and we bad o well-earned
holiday. We decided to go by the river-side so that when we
were o the banks of the river eating and feasting with the
tusic, right scross the bank were about 25 students who
were actually ¢njoying the music and the sight but no meat
because they had not worked, The punishment by ostracising
was 50 strong that nobedy else dared to evade the work.
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We preseated a scheme 1o the Director of Education, telling
him that since the Africans were continvally asking for more
education and did no: know the price of education, our idea
was to throw the whole enterprise into their own hands and

regard it as their mirror, Those Europeans who would like to -

sce what Africans think, what Africans want and how Africans
wanted things to be done, could see the work of the Kenya
* Teachers College. We told the officers that in case of need
we would go to the Government for help. In fact wo did oot
Ba except on such questions of getting specin} transport con-
cessions for scholars, and permission to hold sports meets
< In the citles, ' ' -

Some of the clders saw that we were continually criticlsed
by the Inspectors of Schools who visited our schools, Our
buildings were mud huts and they thought that we must
bave permanent buildings, Those clders who were qualified
- 8 masons came and offsred their services to the Kenya
Teackers College, Some of the African elders in the neighbour-
hood offered us their quarries where we could cut stopes.
Elders came for the weckends, bringing their food with them,
and offered to cut stones for the schoals. Students and teach-
ers weat during thelr workiog hours in the agricultural period
fo collect stones. The carrying of stones created an unhappy
impression on Kahura who was supplying the school with

food and he decided that his team of four bulls, used to draw

‘8 cart-loaded with food for the students, would come earlier
twice a week and would help to transport sbout 25 fr, of
stones cach trip. In the neighbourhood thers were many
Africans who had lorries which they hired out, When thiy
saw that the bulls were used for transport they cffered one
day to donate the full transport from the quarry in lorries.
During the vacation we thought that we should start a
pouliry and agricultural farm, We suggested to the students
that when they reterned each could bring an egg, a chicken
or unything in that line. During our second term we gotl more
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than 200 chickens, pulicts sad hens and aboui 600 £ggs. One
by one the students came bringing their donation to the
student-teaching receiving commities. A good mmany eggs
were broxen and we bad no her. teady for batching or an
incubutor. Some of the children brought lembs and my father
supplied four cattle. )

As to the question of teachers, we were o pay themn more
than they were paid by Goverament in order 1o attract them
10 come to the XKenya Teachers Collage. Men and women
had equal status, equal pay for equal work. We asked teachers
the conditions of their accepting work becauss the school was
seif-supporting and_we bad no muney. They could-request
#3 much moncy as they wished but they would be the ones
who would be counting the fees and depositing them In the
bank. Io that way they knew how much we got and how -
much should go to them. For the first five years, 1, as the
principal of the Kenya Teachers College, way getting 6d, (7¢)
a day although the other teachérs and headmasters were paid
£15 (§45) 2 month and over. My parents decided to keep
my wife and have continued to do so until today. So although

- I got married in 1940 and bave 6 children I have pever Jived

with my wifz more than three months cantinually because of
the economic situation.

Before 1 lett England in 1938 [ approached the chartered
architects, Alston & Drew at 24 Woburn Square, to draw
up 2 plan for a house for myself. At the request of my father
it was to be a threz-story building which was to cost about
three million shilliogs, When I returned home my father
showed me the site of my land, timber, materials and other
things that had been collected for my house, But slthough the
foundation was completed up to the damp course in 1940, it
remains al that level todoy. Why? At the Teachers College
others were offering their effort, sweat and moaey in shillings i
and pennies. One siudent came to the school holding six chalks
and a small blackboard, pleading that that was the only money
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he had and that we should accept him for that because the

blackboard was used to teach his own brothers and sisters in
the village. As for me, ! remembered the challenge put for-
ward. by my father at the opening party and I wroed over
. all the building materials of my house, stones, iron bars ete.
to the Xenya Teachers College.
Although my parents were at that time able to put up such
a house for me, I did not want any mistrust among the college
supporters that coins they were donating for their nationat

college might be used for my house. I decided to build my -

house only after the college: was completed and never to
handle the college finpnces in any munner. 1 asked the clders

for the chalk, blackboard and textbooks only, v

My f[ather was disappointed at first, but I wos able to

persuade him to agree with me. You see, according to the

Kikuyu custom he does not regard me as his son but ke is
.my éon. Moreover, he régards my wife ‘as his mother and

alse as his ‘mother-inJaw. I think that I should clarify this

point becauss it iflustrates the structure and the solidity of
African family life. My first, son is called after my father.
and the second son after my father-indaw. My tirst dnughter
is called after my mother, my second daughter after my
mother-in-law. The third son would be called after my brother
and if there were another hs wonld be named afier my wife's
brother, This means that no sooner doés my wife become
pregnant than my father and mother start to challenge each

other and be friendly 10 my wife, competing &3 to who is_

" going io be born Grsl. Should oy wile ve a daugbier, lhea
from my mother's point of view she has won the bet. And
since the daughter is called after my mother, my father calls
my oldest daughter his wife (only in & joking way). When
my son is bom, then my mothker calls my son her husband.
This means that if I have a quarrel with my wife and she
goes to her own parents her father will ask har where have
you left me or where have you left my wife. That expiains
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why in the African custom divorce was not obtaindble be-.
cause a wife would never know where to go, singe in her own
household che has her own parents 2nd mine. It follows from
this also that my father or mother are friendly with oy wile
and that my parents, in supportiog my children and my wifs,
are supporting themseives. ‘ ‘

The attitude towards the College was divided, Some people,
no doubt, wanted to help, but other people had a private
ulterior motive. For instance, one man, called Kamera wa
Rebiro, offered land to the school op the site of the Kenya
College and also part of his farm to be used as a schoo! farm.
This was used by his own goats, shcep and cattle and was .
aciually shared by studenis as their playing grouad. He. did
not have anything Jefl. The classrooms were jusi next door
to the church. The kitchen znd dining hiall were right on the
boundary of some of the members who were not as keen as
Kamera to place it at the disposal of ihe schooi. They thought
that perhups the school would oniy remaln for a few yesrs
and then fail, They were afraid that if they gove away their
land to this new Institute, when fuilure.came the land would
be occupied and used for other purposes than educztion,

Some thought that since (ke school was assisted by Africans
from all over Kenya, they should delay giving land to the
scheol until they could get much higher prices for it. These
gave ooly 45 feet where we built pit latrines about 30 feet

“deep and 45 feet long, segmented into 3 foot by 2 foot

latrines. Now for 300 student boarders as well ‘as 600 or
more day siudante, that was ot suficiont, Scon the Intzines
became full, and awing to the climatic conditions of the area
the whole thing started to boil over. For Africans eccustomed
o going into the Bush for their latrine, the cleaning and
taking care of latrines was a new unpleasant expericnce. I

" asked the teachers and the students to carry on with the

clrzsroom work, but I told them I would not leave that Silth
thers and go aad teack, I took hoe and shovel and tried to
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do my best. The school carpenter came and assisted me. For
two hours nobody ¢lse came at all, and then two students came
and gradually I won the confidence of all the teachera and
students uxtil we were able to put the latrioes into condition.
Meanwhile a driver was sent to the Health Department to
get the material for that type of work, lime, ete. This incident
gave the opportunity for a hcart-to-heart talk with the
students, Three months per year are for vacation and the
remaining months are speat in school, Therefore, we streased
to the students that the school must reaily be a home for us
all, and that staff and students should keep it clean and tidy
just as they would their own home. . ]
There was & competition in tree planting, and the trees
for the avenues were planted cither on the Liasia of a class
competition or a district basis or community basis, When
distinguished visitors from the United States, India, England
,or any other part of Africa, including Kenya, paid the school
a visit, it was taken as an opportunity to plant & uew tree.
We kept up cotrespondence with the visitors, reminding them
of the progivss of thelr trees, and we invited tham o fetura
to see how their trees have grown. Some trees were for thade,
others were plented for soil preservation, others for botsnical
- study and others to bear fruit. At noon or in the frult scason

the students all flocked to the shade of the fruit trees, und of

course they are allowed 1o cat the fruit freely,

The study of agriculture and providing food for the students
were combined with growing part of the vegetables. There
again we introduced methods of conservation planning for
vegetables and fruit, as well as flowers.

Banann and coffee growing were used in a classroom to

study the larger aspeet of esozomies, Malzs wwng alzg ured for

that purpose.

A brochure from the MNairobi branch of the International
Harvester Co, of the United States, Jdescribing varietics of
maize and maize products, was used to interpret to Africaa
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students several ways of using 2 grain of maize, such as .
ronize stock, munure, slarch, paper making, etc. The coacepts
of mercastile theory ond trade were illustrated witk the
coffce and banans placts, how one banana tree could produce
the money value, to be the cost of production for other
banzna trzes, and the money accumulated from these could
be uscd for profit. We did not study the kind of creps grown
onty by one group, but those representative of the whole .
couptry. Cofies was a useful example becanse we-had students
from Kesii and Meru as well as Wachagga in ‘Tanganyika
where Africans plant coffee just as some Europsan seitlers
do in Kenya.

The question of water supply for the school brought us -
10 the problems of engincering, the survey of the pipe line,
as well as collecting the several springs into one from where
our hydraulic ram was built. We had to dig a trerch sbout
one quarter of a mile long and about 25 feet deep in order
to colleet all the spriogs from one aren. "The work lasted
more than one school year, but the completioc of it wus iz
itself an ente:prise.




Chapter V
EDUCATION FOR HUMAN RELATIONS

KENYA Africans want to be & part of the wosld, not separ-

., ate from it. It is the officials who kave cacoursged scparation,
racialism as welt as tribalism, We were able to work from
& buman znd a cultural point of view ooly by taking a
different road from that iraposed by the European scttlers

- in Kenya, Racial separalion in hotels, restaurants, cizcmas
and cven churchies and cemelerics was maintained and in-
sisted upon by the European guests of the Africans, The
Africans wanted to extend hospitality to Europeans ‘and
Asians, not on this racial basis but in their own way.

Some settlers oppose political freedom, they oppose self-
help organisation by Africeans, They even try to make people
believe that they are defending European civilisation from
barbarism. They also- imply that the “cultureless” Africans
intend 1o drive them out. That is absolutely ustrue, Africans
welcome iater-racial cooperation. They want (o live in har-
mony with the Europeans and other races 100, What these
settiers want to maintain is European domination on African
doorsteps. They ore afraid that inter-racial cooperation will
cnd in African rule because Africans are the overwhelming
majority. We do not see anything wrong in wajority rule of
2 seuntry. Minerity rule s what has Grcaled fie inler-racial
disorder. Majority rule, which iz aatural and inevitable, would
bring inter-racial order, :

In their attempt to adjust themselves to the new environ-
ment created by the coming of non-Africans from all over

the world to their country, parents thought that their children

must know such languages that woild enable them 1o com-
municafe with the peoples of other countries, When the
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Government staried to encourage Swahili language in Afri-
can schools, these independent schools were the first 10 ob-
ject. The Swahili langnage is a simple language used through-
out East Africu by Africans and Europeans alike. It does not -
belong to any ont of thc national groups. If the Africans
Iearned only Swahili, after some years they would lose their
identity and could be challenged on the seniority basis that
they have been in those arecus only as long s the newcomers.
However iliogical their views may appear, Europeans, Asians
and Araby are not prepared to drop their own Ianguages
completely and depend only on Swahili. Africans wanted
education, of course, in their national languages. But zs a
language of general communication they iusisted on being
taught English which is & language used by hundredt of
millions all over the world. ' :

The syllabus at Kenya Teachers College was challenged by
the Director of Education. Academically our standards were
not inferior. For cxaraple, in the General Post Office about
seven students of secondary education were presented with an
examination which would qualify them for the post in the
Telegraphic Department, All of them except Mwangi, the
student from Kenya Teachsrs College, failed, Mwengi passed
with distinction and was placed uext to a European officer.
Another student from Kenya Teachers College went to South
Africa and returncd after five years with @ University degree
at a time when Mnkerere College in East Africa had never
produced a single candidate with a degree. )

We were not interested primarily in preparing students for
Government examiuations, but for life in the modera woild.
We told the Govarnment that of the 7,000 students in the
village schools in 1945 only 200 were able to go fo secandary
schools and of those only 12 students were admitted 1o
Makerere College. The remainder were thrown out of educa-
tion altugeiher without a certificate of any kind. Our standing

had to be judged on its special merits and needs.
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Qur cydabus did not include only the usual! studies, but alsn
African folkways. We told the Director of Education that a
rapidly dying old African civilization could be kept slive only
by Africans, Were we to wait for youth to take University
degrees overseas and then refurn to do scholarly research on
Alfrican folkways? Or should we study them. now whea the
old people are alive to give them this information? We or-
ganiscd the school in such a way that every child was a
teacher and every teacher was a student. Every child was to
go during the holidays and learn some stories and legends
from his great-grandparents, After the bolidays two or three
students together with a teacher learned dapces, games and

songs which they taught the rest of the school, Those who

spoke various Janguages like the Masai would teach others
their songs. In the same way the Nyanza penpls would give
- their aational songs. Each song must be written aind part of
the assistance that the teachers provided at the early stage was

to enquire whether the song contained abusive lasguage or .

not. If it did, ther more snitable words wero substitutad with-
out suppressing the quality and weaning of the song.

The students who came from various provinces wers fiest
" of all to solve their problems of living together, ‘Our st
difficulty was to mest the food requircments of the atudents
who had been seeustomed to a different diet. ¥or a time the
studcnts were asked to make a choice of either using tho
kind of food to which they were accustomed or 1o, zacrifics
thelr diet for 'educational purposes. We .maintained that
should students go to.India or any part-of Europe, America
or Japan for education, they could not carry with them thelr
own diet, and therefore one has always to adjust oneself to
certain conditions of otber’ countiies. We received at the
Kenya Teachers College the greatest cooperation.

Furthermore, we knew that some students support certain
customs which others do not follow. For example, the Luo
people in Nyanza Provinee extract their own front ieeth as
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& syrmabol of circumcisicn, wberens in Central Provioce the
people use circumeision on their sex organs. All these are

* methods of establishing their adulthood. At first we experi-

eaced difficulties between the students who regarded others
who bad been operated on in different ways as not adult. In

_cooperatior with the Student Council we camried cn a scries

of lectures and organised the school not on the basis of
origin but on the basis of echool grades, academic merit and
the prefect system. Thus the new student developed a new -
outlook to other students, Instead of looking at things on &
tribal basis, they all looked on the basis of one nationality,

Sckool 2ongs were so composed as to emphasize the onenesa
in education rather than the tribalism. When we succeeded
in whining the confidence of the different groups we thought
it appropriate to use. this same “play way™ of educstion to
bring together inter-community harmony. At the end of each
year we had a sports meeting and invited Asians, Europenns
and Arabs as guests, We tried ot first to organiss an inter-
racial sports meeting but the rules and regulations governing -
e racial schools, and enforced by the Kenya Department of
Edueation, wotld not permit us to invite European or Indian
children to join in on the same sports fleld. .

We declded on s short cut. One day I asked a friend of
mine, A, D. Trench, to contact the Caledonian Soclety of
Ngirobi to take part at our Annual Sports Meeting by demons
atrating some Scottish Reels, Then we -visited the principal
of an Indian Girls High School nt Mgara Road for another
team of Indian students. We approached the European District
Commissioner and the Welfare Department, and also the
Renya Information Depurtment; to permit other facilities.
‘They all came, and for the first time the Kenya Teachers
College put forward an later-racial program in which Asians,
Africans and Europeans took part. We had more than 50,000
spectators drawn from all commuaities in Kenya. The success
of that was not only from the sports poict of view but the
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way it showed for different races to work together.

At our first sports meeting in Nairobi we advertised several
national songs and dances. One of the dances that was ad-
vertised was the Zulu war dance. Some of the students who
were working with Indiags learned some folk dances from
the Indians, and when the Indians heard that some of the
Africans were going to do their dances the whole town came
to the field. The Governor was deputised by the Chief Sce-
retary, Sir Gilbert Rennie, who was énce the Governor of

Nyasaland. The Commissioner of Police had given us per-

mission to hold the first procession which marched from one
end of the town through the city fo the other. This was to start
at 10 oclock and the sports meeling was lo begin ul two
o'clock. We had been offered by elders in the neighbourhood
ahout'25 lorries to bring the 750 students. But unfortunately
_night and day at Gethungori it poured raia and the ronds were
complelely impasseble. Al one pan. oobudy had arrived and
the field was pucked with peopte. But no sooner had the' Chief
Secretary started to leave the field whea we heard a shout

from the first lorry which had brought in the first 25 students..

Before long more came. In twos or threes whoever came first
went in end danced what they were taught. Before long all
the studeats come and excitement storted. Dr, Leakey, the
Curator of Crydon Museum In Nairebi, acted as announcer
at the microphone.: The flm which was taken at that sports
mecting was sent to Britain and publicly shown.
* During the war, Americen G. Ls were stationed in Naircbi,
. ‘The British and Amerlcan officlals did not cncourags ihe
mixing of Megro G.L.s with Africans, Puropeans or Asiung.
For Christmas Eve in 1944 we inviled 240 Negro G.Ls of
. the 840th U, S, Army Enginters to Christmas Eve dinner at
my father's residence at Banana Hills in Kiambu, together
with Europeans, Asians and Americans. There were 1,000
people altogether, Later they came to the sports meet of the
College. It was the first time in Kenya that Africans, Euro-
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peans, Indians and white end Negro Americans, sat around
the same table. Later members of the Church of Scotiand
and Chicf Philip Karanja also sponsored a party =t Kikuyn
for these distinguished gussts, At both parties Negro spirituals
drew the people together. It was the first time in the whole -
of East Africa that Africans heard Negroes from Americu
sing Negro Spiritoals.

We were able to initiate these forms of humen relatmns
because we were not prejudiced by European attitudes to
education in Kenya, A European or Asiun baby in Kenya
is handed over to an African nurss or ayah when it is one
month old. The nurse takes carc.of the child, washing it, -
fecding, clothing and putting to bed, and alen providing rec-
reation until the child is seven years old, During that period .
the child tends to respect and obay the aurse much more than
her owa parents, and of course, sometimes tha child receives
a spankiog. At the age of five the child goes out with the
nurse, and somelimes the nurse walks by the roadside or even
goes to see African children in another neighbourhood doing
their folk dances, As these European children watch African
children of their own age they 100 start to learn the African ’
languages and the songs. It is not unusual for a European to
see her own child repeat some African folk dance in her
drawing room, and of coursc the African purse is wamed
not to take the child there apaln; In other wards; the Asian,

-African and European children do not know any raciak

diffcrences, It is only after that child starts to go to school
that 2 zew doctrine of recisl differences iy loculeated in
her mind. )
The Eurcpean child Is taught the Swahili Janguage in the
form of commands. Come! Do this! Bring foodl etc. ’
The purpose of this is to enkindle his seats of leadecship.
The Europesn child is taught “You are leader,” “You aro
going to lead.” He i3 trained for responsibility, and s given
confidence that he is in life to lead. His leadership ir correct
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and should not be chalienged by the peisons he may be
leading, should those persons be of a different raciai group.

‘The African child, bowever, who goes to a Government,
Mission scheol, elementary, primary high school and even

the  Makerere College, Uganda, is taught to obzy, to be . -

submissive. While in school he is warned to avoid geieg
involved in politics, and to avoid the company of people who
arp reparded as agitators. If he should be seen developing &
firm attitude to life, he would: loss his scholarship and/er
be thrown out of school. This bas happened on several oc-
cesions, Even today several African students in Britaln are
losing their scholarships mot becauss they have joined any
political gronpings but becawse they have refused to become
informurs on their own peaple,
-, Whep an African student finishes his trzining and jolas
the Civil Service, there again.be is warned that us a Civil
servant he must not indulge in politics. He cmrries on that
life until ho retires. Then having proved himself to be an
obedicnt person he is nominated by the Government to
vepresent his people whom he has had no opportunity of
knowing for ‘years nor even of participating in their sociul life.
The Indian child is in the middle. Indians in Kenya are
not fully associated in the life of the community. Their main
occupation i3 trade and clerical work. They are neither
trained to accept leadership or even to identify themselves
with & country which bas no other meaning to them, encopt
that it is the country where they trade. The discouraging
impression is created by the Europesn community that they
are 2o return to India and Pakistan-in the future, although
s« traders or artisany they have taken pn sotive part in tha
dovelopment of the country and sunk a Iot of their earnings
Into it. Their efforts are thus permeated with fear and saxi=ty,
and they are divided by two loyalties,

Indians in Kenya have been glving Indirect help to the .

African people palitically and economically, Thke program of
4
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the late J. M. Desar one of the strongest-fighiers for the
suppressed people, was friendly to the African people. When
I was in Britain in 1937 I got a letter of introduction to the
East African Indian Congress from Pandit Nehru, and the
Indian Congress ic Mairobi always gave us full cooperation.
Indinns assisted in registering the Cooperative of Farmers and
Traders Limited. In 1943 when the College was in difficnlrins
over food and finances, we appealed to Europeans and Asians
and received 10,000/~($£500) from Indians while 2 European
womaa gave 10/-($1.50). The Indien Government has en-
dowed almost 300 scholarships for African students in East
Africa. In 1944 it way the Honorable A. B. Patel who put
before the Legislative Council the proposa) that Africans”
should be directly cepresented in the Legislative Council.

Until it was politically free India could not give tuch help
to Alileans, Sivce ibew, lime and sgain, India has not been
quiet in urging the importance and urgency of the Africen
However, because of he Pakistan and Indian split the
Indians in East Africa do not spcak with one voice, The
Moslem. Spiritual leader, His Highness the Aga Khan, has
‘frequently told the Moslem community that they should
identify themsclves with the country in which they are living.
Thz Moalem community in East Africa is ot sure whether
this means the European settlers or the indigencous Africans,
The fundameatal difficulty of the Indians springs niot from
themselves but from the settlers. If the settlers backed by the
Government did nol foster racial splits and differences, the -
Indians would not be in this arghiguous position,

Tho Arabs, who number altogether about 24,000 in Kenya,
are the oldest immlgrants in the covatry. They wero currying
on the slave trade it Africa much carlicr than the Asians or
EBuropeans. After alavery was abolished in 1877 the Arabs
around the coastal areas retained control of the land illegally .
.acquirsd and easried on with building estates as well as trade.
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They also intermarried with Africans, so much s> that you
can hardly distinguish many Arabs from Africans, In higher
education Arsbs attend secondary schools and Mskerers
Collcge with Africans, When it comes ‘to polisical demnsads,
they are treated Bs a separate racial group, They too tend to
identify themselves with the Arab states in the Middle East,
hoping to get moral relief &nm being humiliated like the
Africans,

Europeans too have this dunl loyalty They tend to say
“we are here to stay™ and in the same breath yefer 1o Europs

as "back home." They speak of the gensalogy of their culture
as over 2000 years old and how they iatroduced this and that
and ‘therefors should fifl the gap of civilisation for “un-
civilised" temitories, They canmot explein the mystery of
unqualified praise for a culture which has not hod e quarter
of a ceatury of peace or freedom from bloadshed.

The Africans are the only ones without divided loynlty.
Through thick or thin Africa is their national bome with ol
it has and all it lacks, Their first loyuity is, has always been

- and will continuz fo be to that country and what it stands
-for. §I, for instance, thers was a specific assigament to bs
catried out by the “multi-racial” inbabitants of Kenya, and
should the task prove.to be very difficult, the Asians might
excuse themselves on the grounds that they must go either
to Pakistan or India 1o their relatives. Buropeans would react

* similarly, but the Africans ncver bave any excuss to offer or
any other place to go, Therefore when an African is looking
for educationa! metbods to assist himself, he feels that ke
must be prepared to give the last diop of his sacrgy end
sweat to the country which is his national homa.

It is important, that this background should be known by
the people who want to understund the African way of going
about doing things 10 put his houvse in order, Whenever edu
cation is organised on a racial basis and priority is determined
on a racial basis, Africans are always last.on the queus,
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Naturally, one cannot expect an alien community to, give
educationa! pricrity to Africun communities, Nor cao one
expect European parents to extend educaticnal priority fo
African children,

Africans know that since thcy are not getting the educa-
tonel help from other racial communities, it is important that
they should belp themselves, Personally, I feel that the task
of helping Africans to help themselves should start from
stimulating the need to run their own schools. Parents natur-,
ally belp the schools their children are attending. They feel
respogsible for the improvement of that particular school.
They zr¢ concerned about its financial aspects, This concern
and -understanding will give them a better introduction to
Gaancial requirements of other social services, the under-
standing of which will help. the individual when he pays
Governineat taxes for roads, hospilals, education, bridges,
and other scrvices, If the Africans are only asked to pay
tanes and let the authorities manipulate the moncy op services
not understood by the Africans, they will never have an
opporiunity of identifying themsxelves with. those activities,
and they will never believe that what ihe Government is doing -
is redlly meant for them,

As these schoois and these established enterprisss were .
taking oot in the community, they should have enjoyed full
encowragement by the Government and the African Jeaders
arfanbing the African initiative shou!d have been welscomed
becanse they were nuclel for the common good. They wers

alav a wholesome nppmach to the understanding of the

cuntributlons made by missionaries and the Government in
tkeir introduction to a common way of life.

Insterd, after the Emergency war declared, the Government
closed down the  Indcpendent schools snd prosecuted the
school committées. It tumed some of the schools over to the
Missionary societles and the Government Boards. It declared
others “redundant,” that is to say unnecessary zltogether, and
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demolished them, Some schools were turned into police sta-
tions and jails and guillotincs were set up in some. 35,000
innocent school children were deprived of educational facili-
ties allogether. The Government claimed that the schools
were centers of subversive activity, The African Purents Edu-
cational Association petitioned for the recpening of these
wuools reminding the Government of its ample power of
_inspection’ and supervision even 10 the point of appointing
ils own pomineces to committecs or manggement 1o Teceive
coples of the minutes and to exercise all the rights of other
members, When, despite these pruposals, the Government
does not reopen the schools, it capnot fail to foster the sus-
picion among Africans that the real aim of the Government
in closing down the schools is not to deal with subversive
activity but to break down the Africans” aftempl to make up
for the gap in African education by their own efforts.

Chapter VI
AFRICAN WOMEN IN KENYA

* NJERI to whom this pamphlet is dedicated is the teader of
the Africas Women's Lcague, an organisation of 10,000
Alrican women, She is & woman of 52 or 53. and she capnot
sead or write legibly, Toduy she is in prison camp together
with zbout 9000 other African women..She has been very
badly treated, and everybody thought she was going to die.
1 would like 1o tell her story asd ask women in arganisations
in'Britoin, America, India, the West Indies and &ll over the
world, if putting women like her in prison is the way 10 bring
Western civilisution to Africa. o

=1 first met Njerl in 1940. One day some ladies called at ’

_the Kenya Teachers College, saying thet they had just been
in the market, had heard about the College and would liks
1o be shown around the classrooms, dormitories, the school
farm and the playgrounds, I also showcd them the girls’ hut
which hed been built for 12 giris and not of permanent
materinl. They resented sceing African boys living in a stone
building and o mud but throwa to the girls.-But they said
pothing and only asked if I would muke an sppointment for
them to-come another day to see this work and bring two
other \ndics. We agreed-and fixed the date.

Three weeks later Njeri returoed, bringing with her pot
two or thiee but about 25 other ladles. They wers representa-
tives selected from various independent schools in various dis-
tricts. { prepared the reception and invited them to ask ques-
tions,#Soon it became clear that they were most interested in
why girls sbould live in mud huts and not in a permanent
building. 1 tried to explain that it was because thcre were Goly
a few gir] atudents in the school, and a aumber of them wero
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day students who returned o their homes in the afternoon. Bug'

that did not. satisfy them. sTh ’
; -+1hey asked whether i
at);sp.e’qf work w}_nch I would like Africun womenht:dds:n::
T'u. in develaping the schoo), I told them that the g,
mche.r.r College belonged to them, that it was their s
eaterprise and the mirror from which they themselves w:uv;:
uiln which other peopla
a emselves, The
They saidscll;c: any project 1o work out, Y e
R al according to African custom i
::sp:nslbmry of men {0 build the hue, “Nytinbe* bi:xt l;nait:e
© house the building of the “Kiriri" (or bed for the girls;

is the responsibil; i
b wite ponsibility of the mother, ‘Men builds the bed for

Therefore ild “Kirirj

dormitons to build * " a girls'
+ They went back to their hom ’

Th ] _ es and started- to orpani
?:cu;gkalf:cr mcc}mg to E:o!.lect money, sixpence, ahifl?:;?
‘& Mickels and dimes), Within 2 few days they came back:
o s nl:l:l:eﬂ. They fetched

n 4 mile away, i

Iilx;l:iou: they said they would buy the knowledge gf li:rn:::ﬁ::

[ arpenters, but no i i
lnless b worea ok man could aytend their mectings
Eventually these women ce i .

a es¢ | me to bring their contribuij
tometimes walking thirty or fifty mi i pilling
es ing
S:a;t)& ;ﬂmtj;] came each day In.bund.r:dso :;:fu;e:mi::f

¢d for three days, continupus) .arm: '
pu.lll.:;lg their building imo c:ft‘ec:t.s Y mekicg sements aad
® men had already started an A ¢
ge-Grou i
::n collect funds for 5 teaching block ai the &E:?ggzn
m:;;:bmi;lng money by asking their . wives to go (o thz
ket and sell !{ae crops. Then the money would be used
& m:: ttl:.c::;'u'ltmm'm to the teaching block, The women 1old
must go to i

o ust g the market and sef the crops them-

but the woman builds the bed for her ‘daughter,

thess women decided

sclves to obtain money for tkeir own contributions. The
women were engaged on their own projecttand there was a
keen competition to see which would finish first.

+ Njeri presided over the mectings like a statue, I was the
principal of the College and ike women met in my house,
but she treated me like an infant, and while they were there
I had to go elsewhere, »

Whea Africans sct out oa a competition they sco nothing
more than their competition project. A son is in a separute
age-group froin his father, a mother works with Ler lcague.
Meetings held by these groups motivated by competition ars
labelled by officinls who do not understand them as anti-

- Government or anti-European. In fact, however, not even a
Chicf or a top African leader could drop into the meeting of
another age-group. :

. Njeri wonld sit at the front without a word to say uniil
each woman hod “greeted the table” with a fartbing (one-’
fourth'of a cent) or some c¢oin. No food was allowed at the
-meelings until the business was finished, Njeri would say,
"How much money did we decide on last time?" and then
not a single word more ustll the sum had been reached, If
9 woman's child cried at the meeting she was fined and the
fine went to the meeting.

Newconsers to the metings had to bring letters from their
husbands giviog them permission to join the League. Njeri
said, “I don't want any of us to be divorced on the ground
that we were detained at the meeting. We want the permission
fixed jo advance,” Esch woman had to fight it out with her
own hvsband, »

1f » woman representalive from one village was absent from
a meeting, she hud to briug io lhe nexl meeting a fue becsuse
her absence meant the absence of the whole' community
she represented.

«These women, the majority of whom could not read or
writs, rafsed 85,000/—(over $10,000) and built a modern
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dormitory for 60 girls with modern furnitvre. stone win-
dows, a dining hall, a reception hall and separate kitchen
facilities.+ They did not use the banking services of Barclay's
Bank, like the age-groups, but I never heard of a mislaid
farthing, It was and still is the first independent offort of any
women iu East Africa. Neither the European nor the Asiatic
women in East Africa have their own buildings, When they
meet, they have to hire public halis.» What thesc Africon
women did et Kenya Teachers College has been duplicated
by Keaya women in other districts. Of the 400 schools that
have been accredited to the Indepeadent Schools Association

and the Kikuyu-Karinga Educational Association, seven were’

{n fact built by the African Women’s League. They have also
built three dispensarics and one commercial school,

Today some African women have their own property and
In Nairobi Alrican women own mose (han two huadred
permanent buildings. African womea now takc part in the
fild of teaching. They have already semt for European
women 1o teach African women, They are taking pari in
clerical work, es aurses in hospitals, us councillors on the
African Distriet Councils and Boards,

Asian mén used to come to our sports meeting leaving
their wives at home. Then some of the top Aslan Jeaders
brought their wives who were introduced to wives of mem-
bers of the trusices. The Africin women organised their own
sports miectings to which they invited Asian and Buropean
women as spectators. But since the mojority of African
women do not understand the Asian languages and Asian
women do not understand African languages, it was essential
for some men to act as interpreters.
~ At the second year of the sporis meeting the Aslan wemsn
expressed their willingness to participate in African folk
dances provided that the African women would meke sure
thet there was not a single men present. "When the meeting
was started, the old African women would begin with a
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prayer and & thanksgiving type of folk dance. They r?que.sled
{hint the Asian visitors should join in with them. This d.a.nca
includes raising bands upwards towards heaven in an attitude
of prayer. Religicus folk songs followed. When the.song:
are completed they arc followed by a prayer for clu_!drcn.
prayer for rain, prayer for treedom‘fxom sickness a:ud iliness
and prayer for friendship. By the time all these things were
completed the Indian women found that they had taken
an active part and had not becn aware of the presence of
thousands of spectators, including' Asinn men. From that tim¢

the shyneis of the ladics was dispelled. . )

The Asian women in reluro invited the African women
i their functions in' Nairobi, they 100 in their own style.
Some African women were shy, particularly because the )f.md
of saris warn by the Asian ladies are such that the African
women could pot afford, sod which they bhave not !euned_
how to wear. Accordiogly Indian wcmen became moderate
in thelr saris so as not to frighten thelr guests, Africans were
again nbsorbed into Asian society in that way. At these
women's gatherings Hindu-Moslem differences did not have
the ghost of a chance.

A European lody was once invited by Asian women 13-

" visit Kenya Teachers College. She came from a place called

Gilgil, and was the wife of a medical doctor, Since she was
alone she was slightly shy aad did not know what o expect,
but gradually she found that both African and Indian women
were treating her in the same way a3 they were treating ather
women who were present. She ugaln was abserbed into this

new way of living together,




Chapter VLI
‘THE SETTLERS' METHOD OF
BRINGING UP AFRICANS

THJS is the progress that Africans in Kenya were making
through their own efforts, If people in Britain, the United
States, India and elsewhere had known of it, they could only
have rejoiced at the advances of the Africans, We knew -our
difficulties. We knew the vast amount of ground to be covered.
But these organisations and these activities had ithe people
behind them. If the settlers and the Government had heen
ready to cooperate, Keaya could have been a great example
of self-help by Africans and of cooperation between Africans
. and non-Alfricans, K ‘

But the Europesn scitlers did not make this known to the
world, It would have been.a demonstration to the world of
how Africans could manage for themselves, at the same time
cooperating with non-Africens and incorporating the culturai
achievement of other peopics. The Government and the
settlers todoy talk of “gangs” and “thugs” Yet before the
Emergency the only signs of “good governmeat” which the

officials could show distinguished visltors was the activity the
Africans were carrying on for themselves.

But instead of welcoming this self-help by Africans the
European settlers became alarmed. They occused Jomo Ken-
yatta, the President of the Kenya African Union (KAU), of
being anti-European because he had not been haed-picked
and endorsed by the Europeans, They accused ihe Africon
schools of being centers of anti-Buropean activity because
they were organized and managed by Africuns who wanted
Europeans to see in them the mirror of the Africans. The
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majority of the Europeans who ‘eriticized the activity of 1130
KAU and the African schools were those who never paid
a visit to the schools or saw the program of the KAU in
sction. )

The Eurcpeans had their political organisation, called the
Buropean Electors Union, From 1946 oo, the Africac Affairs
Committee of this organisation bad a plan, called the Kenya
Plan (sct appeadix), This plan called for the liguidation cf
the African leaders. They employed . African informers to
attend the ‘meetings of Africans and gather materinl with
which they sought to-discredit the people. Typical of these
reports is the follawing, reported in the European Electors
Bulletin: . ) e

" “14th August, 1948, Kenyatta held a mecting at Upiands
betwezn 9 pun. and 2 am. during which he told his hearers
that the British. Government treated its subjects very differ-

~ ently From the way the Kenya Governinent treated Africans,

who were only regarded as cattle or gozts by local Europeans
and treated accordingly. The Governor, {Sir Philip Mitchell),
as he had got a farm, was ouly helpiog the Eurapeans. Even
at this early stage il was clear that thers was a strong link
between the Koinange family and Keoyatta. The following
i8 an example: ‘Is there soyone here,’ Kenyatta is reported as

. having said, ‘who has not heard how the Governor abused

the Agtkuyu at Gethunguri the other day? I told sealor Chict
Koinange what to say, snd bis replies to.the Governor wers
most cffective, Peter Koinange will report our many griev-
ances to the Seéretary of Stute, especially about the Jand’." .
The African people were preparing to muke known their
grievances to the Governinent of Kenya and 1o the Secretary
of State for the Colonics of the British Government. That
which is the most clementary right of people anywhere was
our open intention and that was what alarmed the European
settlers. They demanded of the Kenya Government that Jomo
Kenyatia be deported. The reply of the Governmeant was that
35
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this arrest was “premature and would only confer upon him
an aura of martyred persecution which would cohance his
prestige.” - ’ B

The European settlers systematically built up thelr own
police apparatus of informers and guards. They demanded
that the Goverament take “immediate and strong action”
along the lines they pioposed. Untll the Emergeacy was
declared, there were two governments in Kenys, the official
Government and the police apparatus of the seitlers. Sioes
the decizration of the Emergency they have become one. Tha
informers and police force of the setilers has become the
nuclens of the Home Guard of the Goveroment, The visit of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Oliver Lyttelton, in
March, 1954, completed this handing over of the Kenya
Government to the European settlers, In the new Cabinet
there will be 13 Europeans to represent 40,000 Europeans,
two Asinns to represent 120,000 Asians and one Aftican w
represent 5%3 million Africans. ‘ :

“When Mr, James Griffiths, the Sacretary of State for the
Colonies upder the Labour Goverament, was in Keaya in
May, 1951, the Kenya people put before him through the
Kenyn Government “a prayer for the restoration of our
lands. -

In October, 1951, about 30,000 people assembled at the
_- Kaloleni Hall in Nairobi. (Nairobi is a city of nbout 125,000
people), They raised the cry “Send him now," nad showered
the platform  with. colns. Nearly 30,000/~(approximately
$4,000) were roised at that meeting. I was sppointed by this
assembly to lead a two-man delegation of the Kenya African
Union 1o present the Afriean question in the House of Porlin-
ment. The other men was Achieng-Oncko of Nyanza Province
who was to follow me for ihis deputation. We were provided
with a mundate both to the British Government and to the
United Nations and were iastructed (o negotiate with the

5o

Goverament on land, constitution, trade usnions end educa-
ticn, and most of the other. subjects that concern the African
people-

In order o equip ourselves with the general epinion of the
people we had toured around Kenya colfecting information
from the African people and Chiefs, Civil servants, shop-
keepers and various organisations. All these people agreed on
the importance of land reform, constitution reform, social and
trade union reform. The Nyanza people (Luo) especially
emphasized the importaoce of cattle and- its relationship 1o
African social life.

When we were asked 1o put our case beforc the British .
Government and the United Nations on behalf of the Kenya
African Unicn, we knew from the beginaing that the Kenya
African Union was acting for and on behulf of the African
people irrespective of communaity or Civil Status,

Ovut mandate was not limited to the United Nations and the
British Qovernment. KAU brancbes fustructed me to make
the case of the Kenya Africans known to the British public
s that this public would “lead by the nose prejudiced and
general tacorists who lecture and instruet the Kenya Govern-
ment on peints and details es well as of policy of their
olfices,” They were confident, they sald, that if the British
public put these propagandists for the Burepsan settlers in
their place, the country would “continue in peace.” (The
Ruropean scttlers have since raised £40,000 ($120,000) to
establish an office in London and a paper, the Voice of
Kenya, for their propagauda.)

1 arrived in England on the 6th November, 1951, The
new Government under Sir Winston Churchill had juat
opened up Parliament. In sending me to pegotiate with the
Beitisk Govetnment the African people were following the
constitutional method of ¢laiming our rights.

We_had given our petition to Mr. Griffiths as the Secrelary
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of State for the Colonies. We had pres-antcd it thrm_:gh $e
Government of Kenya, and the Africans pl:cs‘enung[ mc
petition had been a>representative body, consisting of ths

African Vice-President of the African District Council, then -

i ; Senior Chief Warohio; Chicf Magugl'x; the
:{a::s B?l‘cvl{urh:amu. Member of the Executive Council and
the Legislative Council; Jomo Kenyatta and'mysel.f. In fm
it was ex-Chicf Warohio who actually hunded the copy of
memorandum to the Secratary of State. .

e reception that we got from the British Government,
eaple-:iai:y sz Colonial office, was not enf:uuragfns. The
United Nations Organisation was mecting in Paris g0 we
decided to go and present our mandate lhe::e and at the came

" time meet some of the various representatives in the United
Nations, These gave us a very good muon and encouraged
us 1o continue our claim, saying Lhet if we shotzld refer tha
cialm to them they would definitcly see to it that it was'p!azod
on an appropriate committes and given a proper ‘hennng. .

During our stay in Paris we were ar:compa_med by Mr.

" Fenner Brockway, M.P., who in a2t saw the United Kingdom
representative on the United Nations., The UK. rc;:resenta-
tive read the petition and advised us through Mr. Brockway
that the question of our demands.and the nature of ::;
problem were more or less a British family -matter
should be discussed in Britain,

We received a message from London saying that the
Colonia! Office had expressed a wish to receive us. We came
to London and presented our petition for discussion. The
only reply we were able to receive from Mr. Lennox Boyd,
who was then the Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, was
in the negative.

We then sought sanction from the Parliamentary membera.
The Patliamentery Labour Party agreed to look at our case
with certain modifications.
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In our pefition we had asked for the revpcstion of the
Crown Land Ordinance of 1938 and the Mative Laeds Trust
Ordinance of 1938 which deprived the Africans of ownership
of their Jand in Kenya and placed them as tenants at will to
the Crown. The desire of our people was that the Crown
Lards Ordinance should be revokad and such Jaws substituted

. 8 would enable thc Africans to have fult control of the Jand,

10 lease to Africans, Europeuans and’ Asizns, and 1o impose

taxation for the same lease, The money frore these leases

.and taxes would be used for the social services so needed
among the Africans and the country in geaeral. We were

confident that non-Africans and Afcicans could live. together

barmoniously in Kenya if it was the African majority and

the legal owners of tite land who apportioned the land to

be used by all,

The Parlismentary Labour Committee decided to tackle the
Issue on the basis of Jand use ruther than the question we had
pased of security of land tepure by the revocation of the
#id Ordisunces. On the 22nd February; 1952," Mrs. Iiene

. White, M.P., moved an adjournmeat of the debate in the

House of Commons in which she pleaded for land use in
Kenys. Mr, Leanox Boyd's reply was that the Europeans in’
Kenya should be protected on grounds of prestige and that
the British Government had u responsibility to its colonists.

" ‘To hear this stated in Parliament was very strange since the

Buropeans In Kenya so far. had not meads any presentation
to Parlisment of insecurity, .

At another debate on land vse In the Mouss, & was dis
closed that of the 7,000,000 acres constituting the European
Highlands, only one million acres was under cultivation, The
next day, on the 16th July, 1952, the Secretary of Stata
cxpresssd the wish to recommend a Royal Commislon to
be sent to East Africa to investigate land use. The debate
resulted o a recommendation for the- East Africa Lands
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Commission, which is now carrying out an investigation in
Kenya.

Frightened by the proposal for a hesring, the Edropesn
settlers started agitation in Kenya, claiming that the Africans
would not permit the Royal Commission to go to investigate
the problem of land. They alleged that the Africans would
take the law in their own hands and start to kill the Euro-
peans who were in possession of the land. The same Euro-
peans who had been pressing the Kenya Goveroment to toke
immediate snd strong action fo liquidate Adrican leaders uow
pleaded that their own lives were insccure. Thus the question
of our constitutional demand for land was re-focused towards
the security of the Europeens, c

When the KAU saw this shift taking place, it decided to
iavite a Parliamentary Delegation of five to visit Kenya and

soc for iteelf what the situstion was. We axplicitly proposed

that such a delegation reccive deputations from Eurcpeans,
Arabs, Asians and Africans nlike, regardless of the sizo of
the racial grouping. Two members of Parliament, Mr. Feaner
Brockway and Mr. Lester Hale, aceepted our invitation. To-
duy, if any African is found in Kenya with the picture of
Mr. Brockway and the KAU leaders he is subject to six

moaths imprisonment. It Is striking to note that even in the -

report now presented by the Parliamentary delegation that
visited Kenya, it is stated that between Yanuary and February,

1952, bafore H.M. the Queen, tha thea Prinzess Elizabeth,.

‘visited Kenya, & security check-up failed to disclose any
existence of what is now known as Mau Mau,

All the talk about Mau Mau boils down then to this. From
the moment the Kenya people in Africa began tc mako their
case kmown to the people of Britain and the world, through
Ahe constitutionnl channels taken for granted in Europe, the
European setilers became terrified. They recognised that the
British people as 2 whole, whether Conservative, Labour or

* Liberal, had absolutely nothing to gain by a scandal in Kenya
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protecting the privileges of a few thousand sertlers. Realising
that they would be isolated from world public opinion, the
Euwopean seftlers agitated for organisation of the Emergency
to wipe out the African populer movement and to thrist
Kenya back into subordination and acceptznce of Furopean
domination. : :




Chapler vui
RESISTANCE

WH!LE I was in London, another mass meeting of 39,000
people was held at Gethunguri in July, 1952. People came
from all over the country in lorrics singiag:

*Qur fight for the land will never cease.

1t was ours, an. i will be ours, forever and ever.”

“We do not fear those who speak behind our backs,
1f they scorn us they will net be here forever."”

“We look for the day fo arrive
When great jubilation will reign everywhere
And the children of black men throughout the world

- Will know hoppiness in the return of their rights.”

When you suppress opeu mass meetings of these nurabera
and for these purposes, then it is ridiculous to complain of
secret meetings in the forest,

At this meeting my father, ex-Senior Chief Koioange, by
this time a man of 84, made a speech which the young people
of Keaya still remember and imitate. Standing on a platiorm
80 that he could be heard by all, be addressed his audienve,

- which included Eurcpeans:

“] can remember when the fizst Europeans came to Kenya.
I worked alongside your father (pointing to a European) and
you are my son. In the first World War you asked our young
men to go to fight with the British against (he Germans and

. many weré killed. In the sccund World Wer you came again
and asked us to fight against the Germans acd the ltalisns
and our young people were agaln ready to go.

“Now there are Italians and Germans in Kenya and they
can Iive and own land in the Highlands from which we are
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barred, because they are white and we are black. What are
we to think? I have known this couniry for 84 years. I have
worked on it. I have never been able to find a piece of white
Jand."” ) y

The Parlinmentary Delepation which has just returned from
Kenys talks about the barbarism of the Africans. They use
the word “barbarism™ too freely., fhe Emergency was pre-
cipitated directly and indirectly by the actions of the Euro-
pcans. :

The Bmergency was to smash this movement of the people
who had made mo secret of their nceds nor of how they
thought they should be met. On October 20th, the Emergency
waos declared, and the programme of the Electors Union car-
ried out. Mass arrest and deportation of political leaders, Inde-
pendent Schools Jeaders, publishers and editors of the Africen
newspapers, African busincsemen, traders, trade union leaders,
and distinguished independent Africans. Then followed the
banning of the African press and most of the independent
African schools, the cloting of African Christian Churches
and the paralysing and destruction of African social, economis
and political order. .

The Emergency had heen long prepared for by the amass-

"ing of ivil potice, police reserves, military units, foreign

military and police units from Uganda, Tanganyika and the
Canal Zooe, and -a cruiser from the Indian Ocean, All these
forces began to make their presencs felt immediately by beete
ing up and arresting and killing Africans. The order was to

shoot anybody who did not stop at sight of the troopers. This -

order drove people deeper into the forests. So many police
passes were required for any movement that one had to take
refuge in the bush at the sppesrance of a Home Guard,

On Oclober 7, 1952, before the Emergency, a very big
Senior Chief, Warohio, son of Kungu, was murdered. My
father his threo sons and some others amouating to 16 peopls
in all, were arrested, gomo as accessories after the fact, and
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some as accessories befors the faci, My father sought legal
defence from England and Barrister Dingle Foot, Q.C., went
to Keoya and established the innocence of 14 people, includ-
ing my father and brothers, leaving two who werz henged.

When my father and the othera acquitted with him were

leaving the Supreme Coitrt, they were arrested on Emargency
and taken to a place called Marsabit,

My father is still in prison todny. He is 86 years old, his
health is fmlmg. he has no more tecth, and he is nearly blind.
He has served the Government for pearly fifty-five years as
a Senior Chief. He is the largest landowner in Keaya, but his
Irud i cullivated, rent free, by the people for their own use.
Although he s without formal education and can oaly write
his name, he is respected by Europeans ns well as by Africans
a3 a land surveyor, and he was the surveyor who fixed the
‘boundarice between Nanyuki and Central Provincs.

During his internment his sons (and co-prisoners) were
assisting to wash his clothes and attending to him. But he
also was assisted by them in reading letters and maintsiniog
correspondence. He also prepared a little memorandum to
the East Africa Royal Land Commission from the prisen,

The authorities decided to acparate him from Lis sons and’

scot them to a prison camp about 400 mlles away, ot a place
called Manda Jsland, near Mombasa. During that time my
father was asked by the Government 1o esk one of his

younger wives (he has six wives) to go and assist him, My

father refused, saying that either ho should be sent home or
elsz he should undergo the same experiencs as the other
{prisoners who were getting o help from their wives. My
father was then asked whether James Njroge, the only person
left to Jook after the family at bome, could go to prison to
assist him. My father replied that he would be happy if Njroge
atayed at home, If the Qovernment wished, he was prepared
to go and be detained at the same prison camp at Manda
Idland as his sons. The alternative, which would be much
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appreciated, would be to be allowed to relurn home simply
because he doesa’t know why his 45 years of Government
service are to be rewarded by retirement pension in a prison
tamp,

My father's wives, invited to join him in the prison camy,
nlso refused. They said that if the Government waated to

.. avoid the responsibility for his failing henith; they should

release him fo go bome to his family. ,

The séttlers were convinced thet if the African lesders
were arrested, the movement would be crushed. In fact, they
issued a Ieaflct telling the people that they. would never sce
their leaders agein; and they had better forget the whole
business, Yet, today, if I were to moet ob the street the young'
men who are leading the movement, | would not know them.
They were probably members of the KAU but oaly in a small
way. The Government has arrested first, the top leadcn, and
in turn, the second and third Jayers who arcse’to replace
them. Many of the preseot leaders are ordinary young people
wlio could escape beatings and death oaly by refuge in the
forest. The alternative was 1o join the thugs, gangsters and
informers who constitute the Home Guard of the Government
and this they could not do.

The Home Guard was, first of all, started by the elders
orgunised withip one village for maintsining tranquility within
their area, They were successful but the European police
reserves wens very unhappy to find that at such and such a
iocstion everything was quiet. Therefore police pozitions wers
orgapised, location by location, and at the same time the
troops were divided into location places to go with the Home

Quard to lock Into every housebold and see who was at home

in the evenings. This was & means of enforciog curfew, Whea
the Eurcpeans found that the guards were not bringing in
agitators, the first group of the Home Quard was dismissed,
and the District Officers and the Chiefs handpicked from the
same villago a new set of Home Guard, After & time that
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group was dismissed for the same reason, This was repeated
as many as five times until the Government could depend
for its Home Guard only on Africans recruited from distant
locations, This proved to the Africans that the Government
was interested not in the maintaining of law and order hut in
provoking bitterness and revelt which could be used as oo
excuse for killing people, Today the Home Guard is made
" up of the habitual criminals and the corrupt clements who
are willing to dénounce their neighbors for the reward of
- their property. In & recent case the judge had to acquit the
accused because the reputation of the prosecution witnesses
© was 30 obviously unreliable. These are the only elemeats in
Kenya the Goverameat can rally to jiself.
The African people in Kenya have had no alternative but
. resistance (o this offensive by the European seitlers who

constitute the Kenya.Police Reserve. ‘They resist in the con- -

fidence that what they have been creating is good. The col-
lective resentment, far from being confined to the Kikuyu,
now includes the Masaj, the Suks, the Kisi, and Luo. In fact
a new orgamsaﬂon known a3 the Onego Society has recenily
been established in Luo, in Nyanza Province, The people have
been corfldent too that if the rest of the world kosw their
story, they too would not want Africans lo be threst back
into despair and out of the stream of progress of peopu-.
everywhure, .

‘These are some of the ways they havé been resisting.
Luring the carly days of the Emergency, if an African should
be in one particular place in the city with other Africans, and
the police asked him for a pass and he could not produce
one of the dozen passes required on demand, the Afriran was
arrested, When this happened, the people in that house sll
followed the man into the police lorry. When the lorry was
stopped by street lights, other Africans jumped on to the van
ro that by the time the lotry arrived at the station the lorry
was filled up. The European officer denied that he had ar-
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‘ag many Africans as possible to the cxtent of army units and

rested them but he had to explain how all thess people got
into his lorry.

Africans go on singing national songs both in prison camps
as well a3 in jail, They bave severol ways of retaliatiog 1o the
brutality of the Eutopeans, For instance, if an officer is
known to be rough and rude to them, Africens will form a
lioe, One in the rear line will have a revolver waiting, If the
officer starts beating uuy of these in the front line, they will
al} break the line pretending to be scared. Eike footballers
those in the back line go to the front, the one with the re-
volver shoots that Evropean to death, at once placieg the
revoiver in the pocket of the man who obviously could -not
have done the murder.-

Some of the European Police Reserve supgested that women
should be raped openly in front of their children as well ny
in front of their husbands, while the husbands were tied and
beaten at the point of a revolver, Also the breasts of African
women were nipped with pliers, An African assistant officer
of the Kenya Police Resarve was assisting Buropeans to do
s0. The women were very very aogry about it and seid they
were ready to take action if the men were afraid to do so. It -
was known that a Jorry filled with armed Africans and Eugo-

- peans was to pass a certain place. The African women choss

that spot to fell trees as though they were cutting fusl of
wattle bark trees, They bad previously dug a treach In which
their husbands all armed were lying in wait. Ons tree when
f2lled would go across the road and so force the lorry to halt.
When the officer put on his brakes cuming these foolish
women, the anned Africans dashed out and hefore these
people knew whern they were, not a single one was alive. In
this case, the Africans were prepared o stand the conse-
quences and to shoulder whatever happened rather than to
tee their wives so humiliated, ¢ -

While the offensive of the Europcans is based on killing .
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acwspaper headlines compeling with one another in chalking
up “kills,” the Africans have zesisted in such a way as to
spare lives. The Government has confiscated Alfrican-owned
lorries and buses and closed down African businesses, Part of
the selfdiscipline of the Africans has besn to pass regulations
among themselves that people should not smoke, drink beer
or.wear hats or even travel In buses operated {or hire either
by the Nairobi municipality or by non-African firms. The
Africans up to this momsnt have strictly observed these
regulations, not only the Africans of the Kikuyu but also of
the rest of Kenya. The oificials believe that the son-Kikuyu
refrain from using these things beeauss of fear of the cone
sequences which may be inflicted on them. The truth is that
the resistance is not restricted to the Agikuyu but is common’
to all the African people of Kenya who have come to under-
stand each other in their cojiective 1esistance;

One of the Emergency regulations is that it is seainst the
Iaw for more than three people to meet. This ix to make jt
impossible for the Africans fo bave any form of organisation
since they cannot meet yvilhuut security forces. Even thoze

- who are church-goere cannot go to church without the Home .

Guard.

A District Commissioner of the Embu Distrlet crdered un
area cleared to separate-the forest fom the cultivated areas
‘50 that Africans believed to be in the forest could be detected
and killed, When he called for volunteer work of the loyal
Affricans to clear this area, he stated that he needed no more
thag 500 to 1,000 people. On the day of the work 10,000
people showed up. The Government regarded this a3 a mark
of loyalty of the people. In fact it was used as an opportunity
by the Africans to meet and discuss.

Chapter IX,
HOW TO END THE EMERGENCY

TURING the crisis experts have put forward all kinds of
suggestions on how to bring an ed to the Emergency. Thess
remedies are along the following lines: arresting leadcrs,
lignidating lcaders, banishing leaders, summary justice, shoot-
ing on sight, corparal punishment, collective pumishment,
touch the African pocket, make every African poor, confis-
cate property, close down shops and trade, mass cvictions,
forced labour, rounding up and fencing in, collective im-
pouadment, photographing and fingerprioting everybody,
special taxation, covnler<cleansing oaths, releass leaders on
beil, all villages' under police guard, denial of recognition,
closing all schools, nipping of women's breasts, castration of
mea, birth control and death control by mass imprisonment
of men and women in separute compounds, liquidation of
the race. Almost all thede remedies -are being put into prac:
tice'taday by the Goverament, in ons form or another, and
more father than less. It is impossible to see how snybody
anywhere, even the few thousand settlers in Kenya, cap ‘gain
anything by them. ]

The Labour Party in Britain'bas had a Jot to say ‘about
these practices. However, they are divided amoug themselves

on policles for peace in Kenya, A certain section of the

Labour Party, bas wied very hard to help the people of
Kenya. They have moved adjournment debates, called for a
division, sought un interview with the Colonjal Secretary,
presied for an all-Party delegation to visit Keoya. We are
gratcful for what they have done, but they heve not only tha

,Conservative Party but also Jarge numbers of their own
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Labour Party to deal with. In addition, only the African
people themselves in Kenya can determine the pacs and eeope
of their progress.

In Britzin there are a few people whoss financial interests
are ctosely tied together with the setters. Sorae are in both

Houscs of Parliameat, Bur they are few. The sctilers by their

incessant and vigorous propaganda give an impression of
strength 50 long as they are encouraged by the British Gav-

crument. But it is difficult for one 0 believe that the British -

people as a whole frel anything but uneasiness pnd shame
about what is going on in Kenya.

Whea the Kenya African Union recently drew up a, petition
to the House of Commons, it was sigacd by 159,000 Africans

and was supported by another petition presented the next day

signed by 16,000 British people.
At a meeting of the Council for Education in World
Citizenship, un organisation of ihe United Nations, at Centyal

Hall, Westminster, December 31st, 1953, 1 debated Mr. -

Kcndsll Ward, former exccutive officer of the European Elec-
tors Union, before an audience of 2,000 English people. I
_told them what my people had been deing for themselves
and what they waated. They listened sympathetically. Thea

Mr. Ward got up to atteck the Africans. When he hsd. .

finished, I took from my pocket and read his letter of 7th

August 1952, proposing to liquidate the Africon lenders. (See

Appendix). The audiencz cried: “Shame! Shamet Answerl
Answerl™ Ward could ot answer.’ ' t

The European Electors Union hus delegated to ftself the
task of léading other non-Buropean communities. Undernzath
this proposal to lead is the policy of liquidation of African
leaders. It has been going on since 1948. Ws have put iato
the Appendix photosisls of taelr mewsletier

We want the people of Britain aod the people of the world
to know the facts, all the facis, Thet and the struggle of the
pooplo of Kenya makes us confident of the future.

in a 1ecent book (The Siruggle for Kenya by D. B. Paw-
clifie, London, 1954} the author has this to say aboul me.

»4 word aboit Mbiyu Koinange. Next to Kenyatia he is
the most influential of the Kikuyu leaders. Whea the cmer-
gency was declared he was in London, and since the Govera-
ment refused to grant him a safeconduct return 10 Keoya,
he bas had to remain there. Keoinange is ambitious, an un-

.. compromising pationsiist, and inclined 10 2 scnse of bis own

isoportence, His one nim is to achicve African oclf-govern-
meat for Kenya before he is too old to enjoy politieal power.
He Is something of an orator and is certainly a very plausible
one. His politicel “demands’ are usually devoid ‘'of reslism and
spring from his passionate desire for immediate sclf-govern-
ment. The Kenya Europeans would fntly refuse to deal with
bim as a representative of the Alfricans.”

He says that I am ambitious. This boaklet will. show
whether 1 am ambitious or.not, ' :

I was at school in the United Stases, at Hampton lostitute,
Obio ‘Wesleyan, and Columbia University, from 1927-1936. 1
found that on the whole, the Ameritan people I mct, of all
races, themselves unable to go to Africa to help the people
there, were very anxious fo help me so thet ¥ could belp my
own people. While I was being supported by the American
people in this way, everything I did there had 2 meaning to
it because of this fundamental encouragement that they were
preparing me for this assistance to my owa people.

However, today, the emaccipation of the Kenya perple
must be mainly the work of the Africans themuzelves. And
what they see js that a fow -thousand settlers can call on
“home" to support them in maintaining a way of life in
Africa which has organised such hate, suspicion and misery,
and & growing further and further apart of themselves from
other cilizens in the British family of nations. Does that
“home" also belong to Africans when all Africans’ calls for
mercy fall always on deaf ears and slammed doors, when that
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“home" generates means for repression but never peacc and
unity? . ‘

While the requests of the Buropeans bave been copsistently
conceded; the represcotations of the African communily have
been consisteatly ignored. This hes Jed the ordinary African
1o Lelieve that oaly.if he has a government of his own, and
ot otherwise, can he benéfit and advance his couniry. Afri-
cans can only wonder when those who have so consistently
advocated Christian morals, barbour batred. and misteust

against those-whom they have set out to advance. And they '

feel that even if alt of them are killed, nevertheless the bones
of the dead would still be shouting for their land and for
justice, civil liberties apd their ecceptence into the aations of
the world. .

Talk of Meu Mau atrocities is designed to obscure ths
lssue of the liquidation of Africans and win sympathy for
the ssttlers as representatives of civilisation. I have not
wantéd to introduce atrocities into thit paunphlet because for
every “atrocity” that it has been proved the African insurrec-

" donists committed, I can match m score committed by the
settlers, the army, the police and the Home QGuard. The army
set up scorchoards to chalk “kilis" of Africans, ‘To the extent
that some Africans have reverted to cutmsodea tribal customs,
the responsibility belongs to thoso who have denied them the
opportusines of progress and givén them a picture of .the
civilisation of Europe composcd of greed, sclfishness and
inhuman brutality. :

What do the Kenye Africaas want? There is a lot of talk
about Mau Mau, But in August 1953, General Dedan Ki-
mathi, the Chief of the African fighting forces, made pro-
posals for peace, which appeared in a letter published in the

East African Standard. I ask the readers of this pamphlet o0

compara these proposals with thoss remedies now being prac-
tised snd judge whether they are a reusonable foundation of
lawful co-operation:
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“Sir~—After 2 long journcy going round throughoui Africa
for three months and also Palestine, I found mony ihings
chenged and evil increased a great deal. .

For the return of peace aod the return of a new Kenya,
1 bave told all leaders of the war in the forest areas to stop -
fighting again from August 1, 1953. General Kahiuitina, who
is & special leeder, is now under arrest for a terrorist aftack
on Kagunduini which is in the Tetn Location of Chiet
Muhoya Kagumba of Nyeri. -

‘ONLY PEACE' - '
Now it is only peaco we want to maintain for the reason

" that wa are people like others, we will find food as alwayvs

but it is for peace alooe, because we cannot live without food, *
Myself being in Defence Council of the whole of Africa, -
Keoya - Branch, and slto being the President of =il the
branches, I ask the Government to remove the police and the
K. A. R. (Kenyn ‘African Rifles) in all areas, if peace and
co-cpe:"atlon for all is wanted, and at once the fighting will

- slop.

Also the Buropean seitlers should be sloppéd from hunting
in the forests and immediately racial co-operation will be
scen, as needed. | '

I am explalning clearly that there is no Mau Mau, but the

‘poor man Is the Mou Mau and if 'so, it i3 only Mau Mau

which can finish Man Mau, and pot bombs and other
weapons. - : °

Without doubt, the Kenva Goverumenl, by driving away
petple without careful consideration, and by harassing them
in the Reserves, now the Mou Mau has increased a thousand
times in the forests, and young men pud women &nd even
old men are in the forests for fear of being Xilled or badly
bea}tcn ar being arrested, as it is the Government’s policy and
object. And even now ¥ am glad I had many soldiers.

Many Africans say that they were given a chance to follow
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me in the forest when they were harnssed in Nairobi in the
same way recently, and every week and month when ADY
people leave Nairobi and Nokuru and small towna they are
received in my oftice 1o which they run,

1. If people are wantonly attacked in the towns and even
in the Reserves, how can they put up with it without running
fo the forest? .

2, if the police and K. A. R, and Home Guards withhold
food who cun put up with hunger? ]

3, If there is no political orgnisation here in Kenya, why
will not everyone side with the Mau Mau?

4. If colour discrimination continues in Kenya, who will
scmsin the uoderdog, for the African bas eyes, cars und a
brain? :

‘CO-QPERATION'

Now, it is the responsibility of the Govermunent to see
whisther these things &re true or mot. The foundation of

lawful co-operation is also the foundation of peace, wealth.

and progress, . ‘ )
God who created everyone helps them and feeds them and
protects them from ‘trouble. If we humans do not know what

the end of this trouble is going to be, God knew it even before -

it started. Let us pray to God to grant us peace in our hearts
and joving kindness so that the precent daily bloodshed may
cease, ]

Why should I pot be believed by Government? I am eer-
tain I will be believed after next month. .
Fray to GODIII

Yours 2te.,
Dedan Kimathi,

5. If it is better to dle than to live in trouble, why should
we put up with trouble in our hearts?

That ia what the people of Keoya want. That is what thou-
seuu: have died for.

The nominated unofficial Africans in the Kenya Legislative
Ceunse fieve on many occasions pleaded for peace. Do the
settlers with money and guns really want peace?

The Parliamentary Delegation which returned from Kenyx

"1 January 1954 writes in its report; “Mau Mau intentionally

and deliberately secks to lead the Afticans of Kenya back to
the bush and savagery, not forward into progress.” (my italics)
Anthropalogists, scicntists and investigators of all kinds are
now writing a lot of articles and producing all kinds of
treatises, secking reasons in the state of mind of the African
peaple for Mau Mat and describing Mau Mau us an example
of tribal degeneration and religion. ‘They are sowing nothing
but confusion and nonsense. Let the Kenyn African people
establish the institutions that they are trying to build. Let them
have iheir Independent Schools and. the Kenya Teachers
College, let the Africen Woman's League and the Kenya Co-
opcratives and the Kenya National Bank and the Kenya
African Union orgatise themselves, That is the cure for Mau
Mau and not a lot of iovestigations and new theories about
“back 1o the busi,” .
The Keaya peaple, without settler demination, would be
of infinitely more value and sérvice to the British Common-
wealth of Nations than all the mess the settlers have created
both in Kenya and in the eyes of the world. ‘The people of

“Kenya, free from.settler domination, would make a powerful

coutribution to the British people instead of the shame and
dlsgeace Liat wiiat is happening in Kenya is bringing to them
#t home and abroad. ,

Afticuns do keow what they want, Ceasc-fira negotiations
are inevitable, t should be clear by now even to the most .
reactionary of the settlees that the Kenys Africans will never,
never yeturn to the life of the past. They are entangled In the
life of the modern worid. Their freedom is the freedum of the
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werld today. That victory has bezo won already. Nothing 1bat
happens now cau alter that, The old East Africa under foreign
domination and domestic slavery is dead. That is the truth
that is plain for all to sce. The beginning of statesmanship
and of simiple common sense must start from that fact.
Today the most guilty of all arc those who cannot sce that
and are seeking to restory the past.
" Here, now, before the people of Bast and Central Africe, of
Britain, Asia, the United States and the-whole civilised world,

I declare that further bloodshed is useless. I stake my repuia-.

tion before the British people on the promise that ¥ am able
to bring sbout a ceuse-fire in Kenya. "That can be done within
four weeks of my arrivel in Kenys. Fears that the relcased
Africans will use their freedom for further revenge are with-~
out foundation. Such allegatons come o the casmies of
peace at any time.

From there negotiations will have to begit. But I can {ake
no part in these negotiations, I have not fought in the Civil
War. It is up to the people of Kenya ta elect their leaders to
be negotiated with. '

It is because of the urgency of the situation that I have

. wrilten this brief booklet. When time allows I shall wrile a
book on the struggle of the people of Kenya which will bring
shaine to meny but at the same time hearten those ali over
the world who believe in humen Jiberty aod progress. That,
however, is for the future. The urgent need at prescnt is to
stop the bloodshed, And from henceforth the responsibility
for it lies with those who will not arrange a cease-fire and
negotiate with people who have shed their bload for the
elementary right of saying whal it s that they ars fighting for,

< ¢ @

APPENDIX L

Tne following puges contain faithful reproductions of docu-
meats which relate to the situation in Keays.

To bistorisns and rescarchers these documents are “primary
source material.” They are reprinted here for their bistorical
importance. . .

The documents themsalves arc in the author's porsession.
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A. WHAT THE SETTLERS WANT '
The documents in this section indicate the aims and policies
of the settlers in Kenya. : :

THE ELECTORS' UNION -
© Box 1975,
Nairobi.
7th August, 1952,

The Chaimman, :
Elected Membera’ Organisation,
Rox 1730,

Nairobt, -

D ied 1 feel it might be ireful 10 you
In euclosing the attach ecl it might.
were § 1o giga you lhe background to onc aspect of ‘the
recommendations o{l tll:::l !}Z:Scuuve Committee, namely, the
isation of politi ers: :
M"i%:l Execuﬁvepgommitlec were very much aware of the
fact that in the past they had urged on the then Member for
Law and Order, Mr. Foster Sutton, the need to neutralise
certain African leaders. It is not necessary 1o mention names.
At that time Mr, Foster Sutton opposcd this suggestion on
the grounds that the peutralisation of leaders would grant
them @ very undesirable maryrdom. The Commiltec then
somewhat reluclantly accepted Mr. Foster Sutton’s.-viewpoinl. .
In light of recent events the Executive Commiltee congider
that their opinion of three or four years ago has now b-e;n
vindicated and that in the case of subversive leaders it iz quite
clear that :ti.ccrs must be taken in some way for their aetraiisa-
i ation. . o .
m’?’:: ggccu!i-.'c Committee furthermore considered thsat to
perinit such leaders to continue to operate wa3 a deceliction
of tho duty of Trusteeship as those who suffered most from
the activities of such persons viidoubtedly wers the mass of
dccent Jaw abiding Africans. ‘

© Yours faithfully,
ALL WARD

SIGNED, KEND
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
A photostat of this docussent appoars on tho following page.




‘Moz 3978,
Hairotl.

TN saguet, 1932,

:. tag Kiabere! Ceyganias

0 e’ 311
Bax 1730, B
Naironi. .

Desr Bir,

o enolosing ahs sttached I feel il alght b umeful %
yourerz ¥ £ Slvs 7ou the background 1o e Bepe0d of Sle

rs daticus of the X
Satien of political laaders,
Phe Exscutive Commiftas wars voT¥ sk enary of the fael
it dn the pask ibey bad unged on the dhen Mamhar for Lew and
Ordaz, Mo Poater Sctton, the nesd Lo oeutTalies cartain African
L1asdore, IV Le not recessary 40 cuntica samce. .
" di% suay 4iue Mr. Fowder Dutton cppoovd tbie suzguatics
o€ Hhe srounts thet tha meutralisatica of Lesders vewid graat thes
& vory Gedeuirable sartyvion. fhe Gooalites than somwsed relustazbly
anoapted He. Foater Button'o viswpolnt. In iight of ywoent avynty
L3¢ Rxsoutive Committes comaider d3at 13ad opinioa of Vares of four
Years ags Uae oow besn vindioated end 1ha% 18 the casr of wubvezsive
leaders 1% £3 quite olenr that sispe auat be Sk Sa soos. way for
5o Bzoeutive Comaitiss furtberngre considersi thad $o
permit such Laadars %o sonfinus o operets wis & demvliriion of
guty of Trustesship as #4080 who wffered tmat from Aha sotivivies
of such perwons undoubisdly were ke Mes of dsosad Lxs ablding
Afrleans,

ive Comitter, Damely, the autralte

Tours falinfully,
SIONED. KMDLLL W%

RRSUILTR OVPICE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 10/-

NOT FOR PUBLICATION
PLEASE CIRCULATE TO A FRIEND
NOVEMBER 1952

The Electors® Unicn has represented Burcpean interests in
this Colony for 8 years. During that period we have ex-
- pericnced many inevitetle ups and downs; we have had suc-
cesses and we have bad criti naturally, Now we can falrly
say that our prestige overseas ‘has seldom stood higher, We
are va the map, Recently, with a profound senaz of responsi-
bility .xnd duty to the community, we havs acted with very
groat restraint—a restraint which has won the admiraion of
the Slccrclary of State end of & great section of the British
e, 5 ' -
P ur policy, outlined in “Kenyn Plan", has been vindicated
time and t‘iim?n '1189% ?ndlhn.:ver‘lm:e cleatg]l{llhm ";{ oulll'
request, made , for the appointmeat of that very Roy
Commission which has now been st up. )
Qur old slogan~-"We are here to Stay” criticised at the
time, has been reiterated in the Houy of Commons by the
- Sccretary of State. Our policy for African Development has
been Inrgely adopted and promoted by Goverament. In aup-
port of the European Elected Members otr sugpestiors for
dealing with the present Emergency have becn' extensively
implemented by Government—and we hope more wili be.
¢ have achieved so much that we are detcrmined to
achieve more, -
Wa can do this ONLY BY INCREASED MEMBERSHIP,
Complets solidarity of European opinion is esseatial. FThe -
Anoual Conference resolved that & drive for raembership
must be underiaken at 4 matter of urgeacy. Will you shy
your part as & subsariber and enrol at least dve newW mem
or obtain donations for.the Elsctors’ Unfon? it's & good
insurance und the premlium is low, :
This News Leiter indicates somo of our work—will you
pass it on to & friend?

Box 1975,
Nedrobi.

A phatostar of this document appoars on the following page.




The Rlasters’ Unlen tar represanted BuTepean Intsrests 13
e Coleny for 8 yoars. . During that parisd me have axparicnsyd sy
Aneriiable upe and dowss} wo bave hid wsrtiean and e hive Rt
e Bgmabrldo oy bt g Ay, thet s arfjiion erproed
ol weldom ained higher. We b 10 Nipe TISIsALY, TIA 6 pefeerd
Beaid of raspenaiMilliy snd Ly e the sesmuriiy, oo Jave saied wltd .
wory SIVAL THALPAIRY = & FRATRIRL Shieh Bis wom Wbe almirstion of L
Sorrvtary of Tiato and af & Eroat #eetlen oF e J11sk progle.

CQur paliag, svtlical in "Terge Zlan®, bau bes vindisaisd

Ahee and Slen agein and savel sers slearly 1haa I e Tegwent, suds in
1949, Tor the dppaintaen’) of Ahet very Jeynl Coralseien whiow 3ud Mew
Thasa et . i

our sl plema = "He aze bere 30 BA7" exitivhend ot W9 tim,
has boan ralitersisd In ths Bouse of Cocmans ky ths Secretary uf Biate.
Our palicy fer Afrisan Develepment don Wan 1arpely sdepiad snd promind
by Dowarrmany. I8 tuppert oF tha urapinh Slated Sadbors oo muigiatives
For Galiad witd 440 proseat Sagtishiz bive Min Hbuneivily dpglremetods
& Soverment = abd W Bope mote afll W

o bavy nsklived ve nasa RNY v bre detarmlied 1e wilivg Bah.

T san o VAl ONLY BT JNCRLLIED KEI)SAl®.

Conplste sodidarity of Irepsnn apinlen 10 ssbentialy The
Airan) Conforense Tesslvad hih & drive fop wabershis mah o wedatiihen
ne & mabter of Rrivdiye  TLLL eu play your pATH 10 5 SBMFLE 30
ARre) 8% 1642y v Sew mearS oF A3LALS Senibisnn Dor A3s Elsatenst
aisal 1000 0 pead Lovarisss ol e gremiun 10 Jov. .

Thin Syvs Latter indlsatis oois of 37 2avk = uill g p10 M4
o W friead?

. THE ELECTORS' UNION .
COPY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE KENYA
WEEKLY NEWS BY THE HON. MICHAEL BLUNDELL
WHICH APPEARED IN THE OCTOBER 24TH ISSUE
COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

* “5ir—As there appears to be widespread misunderstanding
on the attitude of the Elected Members to the whole question
of communal punishment, I am writing o ask whether you
would be g enough to publish the followingt— -~ ..
. M mm wriling .10_correct u misgndcrstnndmg_which might
arise out of your Editorial in your issue of the 25th September
in which you referred 1o resolutions at the Electors’' Union
Conference. : . . .
European Elected Members have always had the view that
eoflective punishment is a right and proper weapon in certain
circumstanees end that view is obviously elso shared by
Government as, for instance, when collective punishment was
jmposed in recent months for disturbances in the Fort Hall
area and arson in South Nyeri. Our views were quite clearly
put.lo Conference by Mr. Slade. There is, therefore, no
difierence of opinion between Elected Members and the Con-
ference itself in regard to the edvisability, in certain cireum-
stances, of the use of collective punishment.
The terms of the particular resolution which wes passed
at the Conference, however, were so wide that it was im-
possible for the Elected Members to accept it as it implied

. that collective punishment was warrgnted in cases of malivious

damage irrespective of the extent to which, in each case,
communal responsibility couid be established. We folt that
slthougk: we were, as you stnted, only guests at the Confer-
ence, 1t would be quite wrong for uy to midead Conference
by tacitly implying that we would act upon, or accept, A reso-
lution when, in our view, the terms of the resolution itself
made this impossible. .

1 have written to you because I do not believe that thers
was, in this particular’ instance, any great difference of opinion
on tho ﬁnﬂple of collective p eot, as i3 implied in
your Edltorial.’

The above is & copy of a letter which I addressed to a
contemporary of {;mrs on the 27th Scptember, 1952,

QUrE eic.,
NAKURU "SIGNED MICHAEL BLUNDELL
OCTOEER 19TH.

A photostat of thin documenat appoars ca the [ollowing pags. 83
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COPY OF A LXTTIR ADRRESSED IO Tk XENTA YRLLY KP3
5T *2E BuN. MICHARL BLUWDELL WHICE AFPRLRED IN T
OCTOERR 24TH ISTUE

" “air, « Ao thars azpesre to bi wilus;rsid misusdarstanding
on the atiltuls of tha Elnoted Yeabers t0 the whols quastion oF
communal puniehmant, I aa writing Vo ek whether Fou would be
nud spsugh 10 buhnn the fellowingi= .

' ‘I am writing to correct ¥ ul sundarstanding rhlch oleht
arlso out of your Baitdrisl In youriissue of the 2581 Baptwober
10 whioh yeu refarrud to romslutiaug ad the Elvators! Unilcn
Qanfsrence,

Ruropasn !tu\:d Eoabery have alvays had the viow that
Golleotlye punleiibant to & right and priper wespod ip certain
alpsumatenses and that vier 1w chricusly slso sharyd by Oiverrmond
wx, for insdanod, whvn oollyotive Junisitwsi 249 deposud 4n reunt
monthe for disturbinoos in ths Purt Ma)l sres and arson in 3outh
Nyard, ' Cur visws 7aro quite. alaarly put to Canfsronce &y Hr, Sludes
Tonru is, thoreforo, no diffcrence of opteion betesan Elaoted
Moobera and tha Confordnce Ltsylf in ragard to v advisability,
fn ocurtiin eirounstanias, of uw uts of 291leGtiva purishnent,

Tha terus of the 5..niaular rezalutiern which w21 patwel %
tha Canforsnos, howcver, wote %0 wida that it w13 fajpo.oible for
1by Ricoted Meabora to acospt 1% am it dnpliad thai oolliotive
tunishaont wam warrantad {n cesvd cof malialoun Jumame lrrespuotive
of the axtanty to vhicl, in ¢)ct-cass, Somwnil resyunelbllity aouid
be sstablished, T (015 that aithoush wi wira, iw you atited,
enly CueEta 3t the Cunr-ronu. 4% yould be quile wrong for us %W
nislaid Conforenoa by ticitly inplying thak we would aet.uyom,
oF accept, 3 Eoeolutlon ahsh, ff Aur view, the torus of uw
renplution L88LLlE mide tLin ioponsibles

T bave Trittun to you oaves I 5 not Svliews thak thare
wis; In this pirtisular igetapde, 24y gredt daffyrencs uf opinlem
;n“um prlnupl- at ocollestion punisbrund, s 14 ln,'ll W i yar

torial.!

The qbors 13 & oapy of' 3 10tter -hluh I aldrennad 43 3

SenteIparasy of Frars 4n tho ANk Soeptumboy, 1283,

Yours ata.,

This page und the threo pages followlng reproduce a (onr-puo Teaflot

SIGMED  HICLEL  SLUNIELL distributed by setlers in Kenyn.
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THETYE VIR HABE P THEIR MIDOS .

DO YOU REALISE THAT SUCCCSSIVE BRITISH
COVERNMENTS = HAVE

REFUSED TG COMMIT
TUEMSELVES TO UNEQUIVOCAL ACCEFTANCE OF
THE PERMANENCE OF EUROPEAN SGITLEMENT
AND BRITISH LEADERSHIP IN KENYA? -

‘Tha Devervhire White Paper of 1323 ssld: .
= Prminly Kann oy Atncen ey sad H ML Oevirmon

e moeed Casr crowedrad wremos el b ewirees of
. 52 parLmsi, hiek 1700 A updf i LAGAE i s S0
L Ty e g T

Hikoe-Young Commbaios, 1937 (Majority
m—. ]

muuuuwmmcﬂ-

it )

Mhm-uummdm
Landknbiy b 3 Political

hu&n—lhm-‘w—mh-ﬂ”d
s appevciation &2 MHHM ,

WE ARE HFRF. TH STAY —
AND ON THESE TERMS!

i,

1 TMS IRTERESTS VAR Q1EASE

TIRD OYRR

Eviry comstituency is being ashed 1o wpport our I’_unﬂin
In presalng foe recognition of this satus for the Europess
comaunity, Timy for evasive statemeals bs :{n. Weas e
commualty have becn fnviied b{ suecekiv’ .

menls 10 make our n aquur unt)- .iw
thia clalng and 52 o mnplcion (st
lailure ‘10 faco ap Imnwillmﬂm\nw Evizive
satements on the status of Um Euwropeso communlty bave
Seliyed progress, Increwsed [MHnforrad politicsl agiaion and
axscerbeléd racial nadagonim.




KENYA EMPIRE PARTY
“Coming out Fighting"

P.0. Boxes 5039, 852,
NAIROBL
23rd January, 1953,

WE STAND FOR Desr Sir or Madarm,
. ' Enclosed you will find a paper seiting out the aims and

‘a0 ' . objects of the Kenya Empire Party, to which we invite you
o ¥ of Britih Seul m’become a membgr. Shﬂll.’lld you wish to do o, please uu{m

® ritish Leadership and intar.racial co-operation, = lh“mc fo‘;}u th‘:hﬁ;:tymc“rpomwd with thel paper sctting out the
@ Control over our own st . The Kenya Empire P; has come into being becausa it is
h N . feit on &ll iidu &at s:o.r? work though the Electors Union’
@ ncreaed Europuan Setthement, bas done in the past, it will be impossible in the future for
® Uberty of the 0b : L " there to be only one Political Organisation to represent the
Y robject, . -dificreat visws oi (e whoie Ewopesn Commuoahy, Noo
® A Britith East African Daminien. ‘ * indeed can jt be said that mnything like the total number of
. e Eurcpezns are members of the Electors Union. :
STReedpn LT riey TR0, wil vong. ba vy wiiv Bvery Buropean must surely realise that in a world of con-
throughout the Colony. pup a copy ind . g::;xt d_mdngtﬁt isnleuebnti%l tig give nlleg}aanca lt:h mx&e lilici;.l
bip ut to GET WHAT Y y an t o oinjt so can he or she t in-
¢ AT YOU WANT! formed of and mkay payrt in what is going on. Moreover in ull |
potitical history individual action has very rarely proved suc-
cessful whereas collective action Las almoat ARIABLY
achieved its objects. While on this subject of unity wa would .
like to say this. There i3 as wa know only too well & State of
Emergency in Kenya. In times of strees aaything likely to -
?rom_ote schism in public thought is to be deplored, and there-
FREHYR 6 ) .fore il is not the iatention of the Kenya Empire Purty to take
B ——— . o eny official action uptit thu.EmerE:nc is ended. We fee! that
THE ILICTORS Wbon, . our plain duty in this difficult ime Is 10 stand four square-
B 7L Hadhom, } behind our Members in their cfforts to cleer up the présent
il e 4y CLECTIAS U, Pl £t 0040 rch it ooy had By emergency.
NAH{ . However, being certain that the Emergency will be brought
ADORELS ¢ 40 & suoeessiui conciwion in the nowr fuiure, we are thinking
shead and are determined that ell the efforts of the Kenya
PULLMEID oY ms ducrsan wwean Empire Pn;t‘y must bo directed first to ensuring that such a
FUINTLE BT LiNEIwaT PO1LH LTA matsp et state of affairs can never return to Kenya, and sccondly thet
when wo 2l resumo our normal existeace once more we are

&

S ionpionrn
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& strong enough Party to play our role in the sctilement of
the numerous political problems that are certain to arise,

That these problems will be difficult of solution and will .
need to be faced with the utmost resolution must be realised

by every thinking man and woman in Kenya today.
We therefore invile you to make a close study of the aims
of the Kenya Empire Farty which appear to us as both simple

and direct. The moment the Emergency is ended we intend

to cull a Conference in Naircbi of all otr members where the

officers of the Party will be elected, and the necessary mech.,

anism sel ht:r to make the Party's work immediately clfectiv-,
Meanwhile the pro tem Committes have decided to v'ow
enrolment without any payment of subseriptions far (he
ricd of the Emergency, All preliminary expeases oie being

tne by thoss who, believing in the necessity of ra alterna- -

tive Europenn Political Party in Kenya, are prepared to
finance it through its preliminary stages. ]

In conclusion, believing that if we wish 10 make Kenyn =
land 8t for our children to live in we must be prepared not
only 1o devote thought to political issues but to work together
for their solutlon, we appeal to you io join the Kenya Empire
Party, ond more than that to make a point of attending the
first Conference it holds, If the aims. of the Party are your
views, only by giving it your support can the reaiisation of

- these alms be brought abont.

JOIN TODAY TO ENSURE TOMGRROW

Yours faithfully,
: : Delamere,
C. V. Thotaton.
~ B, Vigar,

A photostat of this document appoars on the following prge,
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KENYA EMPIRE PARTY
" Camueg o Piginhg *

PO, Boxps 19,

NAIRGM.
Fhdl Jascary, 199,
Deaes Sir of Niodom,

Rarlosud rou will Gad 2 poptr dittiag aul the Has sad sdjocts of |I.n
Keaya Emplee Party, t2 walih we lanie you W0 A mamber, Shotd
ou wish 8 da sa. plrire ullf:::hhm which iy |ncorporated with the
RS et the i ot S¥iry,
FF“I“M ‘!h.:" Empute Party ha come iste besag bacswse it o folt on ail _
Sidiet it potd motis ihgh the Bloltars Unlon has done in U pasy, Bt will
3o i papadbily I Wiew Futnid fof Ihatt U0 Le tmly one Poicicsd Ovguaisstion to
wopresnt e tiffeving vhows of 1 whole Evropesn Commuaity. har ledasd
wan by said By aychiag Ube the 1014l Mt of Svvopiiiy 4re ssimbare
o 1kt Elottots Usion. .
Estry Enroptuh sburt buredy tsalnr 1531 in & world of ronstant chaage bt
in essentiad 1o givy alleglunce W somd politics) bady aad 1hat taly 'ir. hlag .
o i dy o ohe be Repd informed of and Lske pan da what I goiag s
Moararear bn B pairical Marody isdinidusl wtion haa very racely poved
sncossals] wierean rolireilve setian hos slmvstt INVARIABLY sebleyed by
ehleta While tm thly podject of wulty wr wont2 Hhe oy 15 Thud b
23 wr bauw oaly £08 well & Sinie of Emenyuacy in Konps, {n then of siress
saything Ihely te promaic whiom in public thought is 10 6a deplared, sad

. Uherclory B ln ot e (ntentizn of rbe Keopa Exptn Piay t3 uly say
alhcii] setlon watl the Ervergeacy iv esded. We fool it ot plaks duiy in

e Jouls Ume Ls o sund el dquite behind aar bembon ba chair
dhorts 1o ClLr up KNg IRt ReEINY, | . .
lawbrer, baisg certun AN the Emergeacr wil] be'eecght o &

sutrulul toadhucion fa tht pedr ‘i, wi cie thiaking shesd aad ms
deteraland Whad all the eBorts of tv Kisys Emplee Party stusd b dutociod
Kot be dmewting (A8l boch 3 Hate of wllaien Gas mever reiam 1o Konya, aud
sarnadly (A mhon wr AL Heid bt hifme] alilener Bace ALare we ATa &
Mrsag rwegh Tarty te play sur el i ibr stikmest of the demarves

K Jrabienns IRat dhe tertain is arise . .
m‘l’hl hetpn problime mill be dllcalt o bolulien dnd will ased te b
Jucwd with Uy stumrt rometuiion mu b rosbeed by every (hintiag man ied
wamil b Kinys wodiy. 5

V3 Iharefons Iaviie you (e made & chiot iwly of the siuy of the Kmaps
Rmplre Pariy which appesr to o5 o4 both smple aod dlrect, The mooment.
thot Kuegeniy ls todod we lnkend 10 (52 3 Conlerince s Hairobl o 51 out
menbary whiry th sflears of Lt Pty will be slciod, iod 150 sosmadry
Sakanicn vel wp 18 wake v Py’ warh lmnsdittily effscilve. .

Miawhtle tht pow tom Commiltsy hare dended 1o sliow sorobaant




KENYA EMPIRE PARTY
“Coming out Fighting”

P.Q. Bowse (5033) Nairchi. -
1, 852} :

| s with 1o make application for
entalment in the Kenya Empire Party.

{ realise that it is political, and its purpose is 10 unite all unofficial
Enm;;e;m in Kenys into one party plodged 1o the Six Attichet
ercundier &

1. Complete loyaltly to the Crown.

2. To muaintain ¥enya {and East Africa) as sn Exglish-speaking
integral part of the British Empire. . peks

To naintain Luropean Leadenshilp in Kenya (2nd Enst Africs).

To obtain Home Rule or Kenya under Ectopean Settler
Leadershiz at the earliest possible moment.

To meintain effective and permanent repreentation in England
in order that the lies, calumay and ignarsnce so pravalent
thers can be combated at once. L

“To link up when the time comes with the Capricorn Sociery
and to fight for Fedemtion of the Sia Territcries of Exst
and Central Aftica.

t _rnr.égniu the right of the Pasty lo raject my -p';;liuﬂan or to
withdtaw my membenship if | ccasa ta eubecribe 1o itr objective
us printod sbave.

Enafish Proes Lid .
This is & pholastat of an applicadon form for memberthip in e
Keoya Bmplro Party,

L]

[ "]

TRUE COPY:
. . The Law Courts,

NAIROBL.

. Sth, October, 1953,

Ex-Senior Chief Koinang?, ) ‘

c/o The Qfficer-in-Charge,-

Marsabit Delention Camp.

Sir, ]

Whereas the Governor, being satisfied that for the purpose,
of muointaining public order it was ne to do so, has
made a detention order against you under the provisions of
the Emergency Regulations, 1952, and whereas ihe Governor
has Powers under Suberegulation (2) of Regulation 2 of the
said Regulntions to vary and revoke any such Order and bas
appointed a Committes, known s the Advisory Commitice oo
Detainees, lo advise him in the exercise of such Powers,
notice is hereby given you that you will be accorded an op-
portunity at an early date to appear before the said Commit-

. fee io support of the pelition for your release which you ad-

dressed to the Gavernor.

2, In order to furnish you with such particulars a3, in
the opinion of the.Committee, are nceessary to enable you 1o
present your case, you are hereby notified ikat the allegations
against you arc to the effect that, up to ‘the date o zour
arrest, you were an active supporier of Mau Mau rnd, in
particular :— . .

(a) Administered ap oath of sccrecy o some fasty
persons near Kiambaa in February, 1950;

(b} Made ami-European S, e, calculated to em-
bitter race relations, on the following oscasions on
which you stated that all Europzans ot ht 10 be
mude 10 leave the country: (i) at a KAU meeting
in Nairobi in Aptil 1949 and (i} At a KAU meet-
ing in Nairobl on the 23.11,1951,

() Made a further anti-Europcaa ¥ , catculated

© " to cmbitter race relalion:.P:?na m menting in
Nairobl on the 1st March, 1952, at which you
shouted “Where did the Europeans got their land?
Did they briog it with them?".;
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(d)} Made a subver<ive Specch agninst the Governunant
on the I7th, June 1951, at a reception given in
honour of Fred Kubai on the occasion of hig
relense from Prison;

(&) In a Speech at a KAU meeting in the Fort Hall
district on the 24th, June, 1951, you falsely and
maliciously sccused Government of turning Ki.
Xuyu area Akamba out of Masai country in order
that Europeans sight settle there; and

() At 2 KAU meeting at Gatundu on the 20th, April,
1952, warned Africans who were Government
Servants among your listeners not to report what
they heard.

k3 The dute upon which you may sitend before the Com-

mittee will be notified to you in due course,
4, The Committee will not hear Advocates.

Sigaed S. H. Fazan,
Exscutive Officer,

To the Advisory Committee on Detainces, -

This lettcr was addressed to tho asuthior's father, Ex-Scoior Chid
Koinange, in the concenuwtion camp, where ba Is sl interned.

4 N

L

B. WHAT THE AFRICANS WANT

The documents reproduced in this scction show what the
Africans suffer in their native land and what- they waat o3

human beings. .

THE KIKUYU RIGHLANDS EX-SQUATTERS LAND-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, CLAIMING FOODSTUFFS
CONFISCATED & LANDS DEPRIVED,
LIMURU FIELD, . :

SEPTEMBER 2, 1947,
KENYA.

The Right Honourable,
A. Creech Jfones Esq.M.P.

- Becretary of Swate for the 'Cololnles,

Sir, : .

Your Petitioners would be very happy esnd heve nlessuce,
if you make the following and let have with your kindness of
geiting these questions are pswered as under, if you had been
received their Petition datsd on July 16, 1947, for you had
been well understand their sufferriogs and grievances hed
been laid upon Your Petitioners by the Evropean Farms:

1. Ask, if you have been received Your' Petitioners'
Memorandum what is your rightly reporied?

2. How long do you wished Your Petitioners -should
laoking on you? .

3. How long do you like Your Petitioners roaming in

* country, foodless and horeless probably like father-
}ess-motherless children? .

4, When and how long would you think fttably shall
Your Petitioners recelved their rights confiscated?

S. When their 9 aczuseds still in detention shall they be
released?

6. Which cause prohibited Muchiri ‘wa Muigal whe hed
killed by vehicle when Your Petitioners came from-
Qovernment Hlouse and 15 othess jujuries 10 get theis
compensation?

When the requested Royal Commissioner shatl arrived
in Kenys for investigetion Your Petitioners grievances?
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8. Which iy Your Petitioners® pension for serving Eure-
ean farms more than thirty five years? -
hat is thank-offerings on Your Petitioners for work-
ing on the farms more than 35 years would be given
by the European farms? .
o shall make compensation Your Petitioners preat
great loss they had had been got?.
. How long does Your Petitioners laying in this greatest
danger and starving like the wild animals?
. 'When and which date shall Your Petitioners received
their foodstuffs and Innd had besn taken away from?
When shall Your Petitioners received 21,000 acres
which was been recommended by the Land Commis-
sion in 1932, reQuested by them for resting?
14. How long time Your Petitioners continuing on hungry
state for the foctsiufis and land? o
That Your Petitioners humbly reguest immediately your
kladly reported without anir delsying, Herewith enclosed 3
capy of notes of Sir PHILIP MITCHELL'S MEETING
w YOUR PETITIONERS AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
NAIROBI on 1st February, 1947. .

Your Petitioners hope to hear from you soonest.
Your Petitionens hnﬁ:{: the koncur to be,

. SIR, . \
Your most bumble obedient servant,
Squatier Samuel Kibuija
Sccretary of the Assecietion

KENYA AFRICAN UNION,.
Kericho Branch,
Kimulot Laocation No. 3,
P.C. KERICHC.
21st January, 1952

Messrs. Mbiyu Koinange & Achieng’ Ontko,
KAU Delcgates in Europe,
LONDON,

Dear Sirs,
RE: GRIEVENCIES FROM KIPSIGIS.

On behalf of the Kipsigis people, We the undersigned
bereby describe the Kipsigis grievences which they have on
many occassions sultered for same. and are still suffering— .
1. . Kenya, during its brief exience, under the British Im-
perialism, as a British Colony, has attracted a great deal of
public attention,. end less adverse criticlsm. The Crown
Coleny Government, whereby the Inaperial Parliament holds
responsibility for the management of Colonies, it is the plain
duty of the British people to make Colonial matters their
concern, More especially should they direct their interdst to
the Welfare of the Native Inhzbitants of the Colonies, now

- populasly described as “backwurd races” wheress in contrary

not so much, . Co

2, ‘The power to intervene in counities where & mins-irn
(settlers) are oppressing a mafority (Africans) and create the
kingd of instabiiity that leads to trouble; it served to destroy
public confidence and to lower the stnndard of public
mornlnr. The effect of injustice is cumulative and it is the
multiplication of injustice that alwavs in the end producss
those various evils that {security Council) exist to avoid, for
out of chaos fresh canfidence does not arlse, :

3, We oppeal about the land owned by European Setilers
at present. The word “Crown Land” seems io be the means
by which Europeans settlers built their population, as the
facts have showa. Before Eurcieans came into tals country
(about the year 1910) Kigsi iz were living from Ng'oino
which is now known as Sotik Highlands right up to Kiigoris
(Mmi} and from Kllgoris to Mare river. The fint District
Commlssioner of Kericho at about 1911-1914 evicted in-

9
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degenious people from alf this inhabitted parts across Kip-
sonoi Hiver and from * of Kilgoris right ul;ﬂto the junction
of Mare and * The people were shifted to Muterakwa arca.
While evicling people from these areas the Goverament Offi-
cials set fire to their buts ns the menns to foree the people

move ott quickly, All the goods were burnt; properties were -

destroyed; the deserted land was then termed as “Crown
Lands” after a short time {about 4 years later ie. 1918)
European scttlers came inlo the country i.e. Mr. W. Robioson
(who built his ¢lub), known as Old Sotik Club and many
others flocked in too. Ench European setter scttled down and
employed Africans as squatters with the direct encourage-

mclm of Government (Semi slavery) those people were forced
to lcave. o L

4. In 1927, Government Officials set fire on our huts as the
means to force the g&ple to move out in KIBULGENY AND

KAFTIMTUIL AR They burnt huts numbsred to 1,641
as per pars 3 of this letter, the same thing happened ngain
but part of this land is still inhabitted by settiers,

5. In'1940, Government Oficials set fire on huts at Tinnet
{Eastern Molo) and Waundorobo S:(.ipsigis) were evicted 'and
tiave 0o room to live. The land is unused and resecved for
European occupation.

6. In or about the month of December, 1950, all the people

living at Kimulot Location No. 3 were served with motices-

to remove themselves from the said Location without reasons
We refused to remove and were thereby charged under Sec-
tion 13(2) Chapter 97, of the Native Authority Ordinance,

1948, Judgment wns delivered against our favour and we:

eppealed. Our appeul were allowed. Government repeated the
same charge which was groundless and is still doing the same,
7. . One towering and venomous falschood, tually pres-
sumed and replenished is that, while zettlernent in Kenya was
aot bcian by tho scizure of land alccady cultivated by Afi-
cans who were evicted from their homes or forced 1o retain
as squatters (semi-slavery).
8. All progress, should be initiated, planned and directed
in and from London wiih Local Opinion and eonditions of
the Native Inhabitants.

The British public shovld be contented to lead by the
nose, projudiced, and general theorists, who shoutld Iecturs

*The original documcat i very worn and thess few worsls could nol
be road by tho printer,

$8

and instruct the Kenya Government on poinis and details as

well as of policy from their offices and so long will the

Colony continue in peace? The Government of Kenya is only
reparing sinister policies tp Africans as the facts have shown.

Yt isfnpt ‘mistake to state that the Government is up to mis--

chief. -

9. ‘The recent discovery that the Native Lands have proved

_inadequate o support th}eup_apuialion is due to the alienntion
Afri

of too farge parts of the con land for whilg scttfement and
term it as white highlands, While settlement in Kenya is not
an accomplished facts which political actions can destroy. It

. is not waste of time to argue as though white scittement were

a reversible process.

10. ‘The Government of Kenya, after incessant search, has

jooked for a lame excuse which it o meun lrick during No-
vember, 1951, and published a book known a3 “Communique
on land tenure policy” which book is incorrect as there was
1o African who -were present when the commission of In-
quiry was set up.

" “In conclusion, it should be remembered that our land
has already deprived from us leaving only % ef our land in
1921 up to }940. Our lund comprised of 12 locations but

. now we have only small patches of Jand about 3¢ have gone

to Europeans. We don't know what we shall usc in ten or
fifteen years to come if all the unused land is not relensed
for African scitlement. :
) Yours faithfully, ;
Sigued: Kipsoi A, Chemarore
CHAIRMAN )
_Signed: Epifano Chargwoy Kineto
SECRETARY .
KENYA AFRICAN UNION
KERICHO BRANCH

This has been reproduced from the original in tho authar's fils,
o9
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(TRANSLATION)
NAIROB!, KENYA COLONY.,
JANUARY 13, 1953,

TO HMER MAIJESTY THE QUEEN, ELIZABETH I

. We open with New Year's greetings from your loyal citi-
zens, Kenya African women, and beg 10 submit this petition
of our troubles for your sympathetic consideration.

We wish the Royal Family success and happiness, We ase
ot ashamed te let Your Majesty know the troubles inflicted
oo us by both the ordinary police and the military pelice,
togethér with the District Commissionsrs, both o towns and
in Kikuyu reserves in pasrticular. :

Women and children sleep outside in the bush for fear of
the police whom, we are told, are here to protect us during

this state of unrest. Some of their actions are inhuman and:

anti-Christiaa,

Our husbands have been arrested and detained under the

Emergency Regulations and only women have been left to
look after their homes, children and holdings. .

The police, while patrolling the Native Reservas, constantly
commil rape on us, cven though some of, ua are prégoant or
have just given birth, Communal slave-labour has been intro-
duce u:( the Kenya Government, and women arc mercilesdly
colleeted from their homes to go and work fo police cawnps.
There the police commit untold atrocities, such as raping and
beating for no reason. R

The police ace i the habit of beating us, This is done be-
cause our bushands are detained under the Exergensy Regu-
fations and because the Government does not look after us

Men and women detained under the Emergeacy Regula-
tions in these police camps are forced to work as prisoners
before fac ¢ magistrate to be tried, :

We feed that in these respects the Kenya Government ]
repeating the practices of Hitler against bis enemics in the
conceniration c“:lmsg;

Collective punishment bus been imposed upon us, In many
cnses oir property and stck havo beea confiscated and our
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children are left in 2 state of famine and without support,
while our husbands are in detention camps miles and miles
away from us. - . L.
The missionaries came to Keoya and taught us Christianity
from the Bible, which instructs us not 10, steal, not 1o covet,
not to commit adullery, and, lasily, which we feel is very
imnortant, not to ulter false allegations against one another.
E'f also teaches us that he who commits murder at the point
of the sword should be killed in the same way. -
Kenya African women, most of whom are Christians, are
very much worried and are likely to lose confidence in Christ-

-jan teaching because of the attitude of the Government and

missionaries towards us. Neither the missionarics. nor the
Goverument seem to care or be moved by the atrocities com-
mitted on us. S .

‘We understand that the policy of the British Government i3
1o help and encourage Africans in the directlon of heir seld-
government. We also understand that the duty of the Govern-
ment and the police is to dispense justice to all races in Your
Mujesty’s colonjes. .. . -

But if inpocent people suffer the tyranay of collective pun-
ishment, communal slave-like forced labor, rapes, indecent
assaults end beatings, irrespective as” o whether they are

* guilty or not, one wondera how Earmony and goodwill, co-

opcraat:fn and friendship, among the races in Kenya can be
created. “

As women, we were very glad when we heard that Your
Majesty vas to reign over us and we deeply hoped that our
rights as women would be preserved by you whom we regard

as our leader and Queen,

It is sad that at present children are not attendia schools,
because the Kenya Government has closed our inde ndent
schools, which bave run for over 22 years without Govern-
ment support oad fnance. : .

We request thot Your Mojesty appoint & commission of
women from the Uniled Kingdom t come and investipate
the most grave and unjust sitvation prevailing in Kenya.

We cannot tolerale any longer the atrocities committed
upon us, :

We hand over our troubles and diffculties {0 Your Majesty
the- Queen, and ask you to remember them and to see that
justice is don:,

Wa loyal Kenya African women wish Your Majesty and
the Royal Family a long prosperous life dusing your ”
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our Queen. We ask your quick help io ulleviatiog our SOTTOWS.
Long live the Queen.

This Petition has since beea supported b?' a number of
~ Affidavita by woraen conceracd and we include summaries of
some of these. They are too loog and numerous for inclusion

" in full

WAMBUI wio KAGOTHO KIBUTHU of Limuru, Kiambu
District, who was beaten by her village Hemeguards on 4th
January 1953, says that at abaut 11 0.1, she was met by four
Liomegards at her home, they ordzared her into the house
, and when she refused they beat her about the face and body.
When her young daughier shouted to them to stop, she too
was stapped oa the face. The party eventually left Wambui
unconsciods on ihic ground. Al the time of the sssault she
was cight months pregaact, : '
Wambul and her husband reporisd the malter aod cbtained
a doctor's statement as (o injurics. Thuo Kemati (the only
assnilant recoguised) was charged with assauit. The case wis
heard at Chura Tribunal Court and Fhuo was sentenced to
six monthy imprisbnrnent on Sth Jenuary, Cp 28th January
Wambui met the District Oficer at Tigoni, He examioed ber

. and, after having read the papers which she had relating to.

the case, he tore them up end released Thuo.
SULPHIA WANIIRU wio MUNYUA of Lower Kabete, wa3

* . eped by African Coostables on 4th February, 1953, Suighis

was outside her house with Karugi wa Gicutu at pbout 3.30
p.m. when they saw Wgugl wa Wainaina %unrdcd by ap

of Askaris, Karugi shouled to enquire what had happen
Nfugi replied that he was under arrest but Jid not know why.
After this exchange two Askatis, Clemant and fuma searched
the house and then all theee, Sulphia, Karugi and MNgugl, were
taken 10 the Headmnn's house. Sulphia wa3 luken oul of he
‘house by Juma and he tried to rope her, but shs cried out.
Juma therefore calied Clement and ihey took her towands
the Wangigi Police Post. Some distance from the house Juma
knocked her down and raped her, Whea they arrived at the
police post she toid her stary to two European Officers and
che was then taken to hospltel and, detnined for three days.
To the best of her knowledge no acticn has been taken in
matter.

i02

NJERI d/0 NJEHIA of Marmaret Forest ness Thompsons
Falls, was raped on the 27th December, 1952. Nieri, a oins
year old girl, went (0 draw water with her brother and stnall
sister, On the way back the others ren on shesd and Nijert
was overtaken by & man sbe did not know, weannog the belt
of 5 Forest Guard, He foreed her into the bush and raped
her. Her father reported the mutter 10 I.is European employet.
and then to the polics. Njcri identified the man and was then
taken to hospital. _

MWAURA wa NIUGUNA of Efdoret, sent back 10 the re-
serve on 10th December, 1952, While working on his shamba,
Mwaura's wife came to tell hiro that there were twa police-
men cnq‘:ﬁring for him, he weat 10 the police station and was
asked whether he wouid like to go 2 hiz reserve, He replied
that hie knew no one in the reserve and had no land there. He
wat ihen.placed in o ool The following morning ks was

charged with being a pa::(rcr. He 101d the mugistrate that he

had & regular moathly ordcr 10 supply the European Hospital
with oranges and that he had two acres of shamba _plnntcd
with maize and sugar cane and that this provided him with
enough 1o maintain bis wife and daughter. He was returned

-to the cells where he was kept for a further cignt days being

provided with two lices of bread 2 dagy.

He was brought from the cells on 1 th December at 4 p.om.
aad otside was a lorry lozded with all his Furnitere. His wifo
and daughter were there. He was told that they were all to be
roturned to the reserve. He was told that all fares would be
paid, but oot the arriage for the belongings. He pointed out
that he was being returaed to the reserve ms a pauper and
therefore they could hardly expect him to pay for the carriage
of the furpiture. The Euro Inspector threztened 0 hit
him unless he kept quict. He was rewurned to the czlls un
mi@nlghl and then taken to the station. They entrained for
Nairobi with an escont but the belongings were lefl at the
siation, They nrrived at the District Commissioner’s office
Kiambu at 12.30 p.m. o0 23rd haviog spent most of oo
il_'nervening time in cells at Nairobi and Kizmbu Police Sta-
tion. When they left the Commissioner they went towards the
market where they met & man whom they bad kpown. at
Eldoret. Since then Mwaura has beco living at this man's
house, He has not yet been able to find work, has not been
able 10 harvest the crops from bis shamba aod has not been
able to get bis furniture.
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The above petition of 1000 Kikuyu women was sent on 1o
the Queen by three womedl Members of Pnrllpment—Min
fennie Lee, Mrs. Barbara, Castle and Mrs. Alice Cullen—
with the following lester: -

February, 23rd 1953,

;A’dOl:il' Most Erccllent Majesty Queen Elizabeth, *

adam,

We are taking the unusual course of approaching Your

Majesty diregily becauss of Ibe gravity of the maiter which

we are bringiog 10 Your altention. . .
We enclose a pelition addressed to Your Majesty to whick

the names of one thousand Kikuyu women-are attached, The

?sriiginlnl:l czr: in Swahili and KiXuyu; the English translation
ncluded. :

Most of thesc women ar¢ iHliterate and therefore the nomes
arc ofters in one hand-writing, but in other cases fngerprints
have been attached. N o

We cannot, of course, toke responsibility for all the state-

. ments made, and some of them seem to us to extrava-
antly expressed, but we do think there i3 a case for zn
inquiry by a commistion of women,’ 2% suggested in the
document. ) .
*The women have been left in their villages without their
have been placed in prisons and detention

camps. They say that they are so afraid of the police pateols

that they and their children are sicepiny cutside io the bush,
They also complain that they are forced to go into the prison
camps to work and are treated badly there. s
- ~“The women, as_Your Majesty will see, write with devotion
to Yourself os “our leader and Queen"”, and have confidence
that Your Majesty, as the guardian of justice to all races
in the colonies, wili be concerned aboul their welfore.
A copy of the petition has heen sent to the Ry Hon. Oliver
Lyttelten, Secretary of State for Colouial Affairs.
Your cbedicnt servants,
Alice Cullen
(M.P. Gorbals)
Bavbara Castle
(M.P. Blackbum, E)

Jeonle Leo
(M.B. Cannock)

-

THE KENYA AFRICAN UNION

Tele. Address-“KAU™. P.O. Boz No. 2026
: Nairobi.
1n the name of the people of Keoya we demand:—

_ RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.
1. The abolition by law of all racial discrimination as be-
ing repugnant to morality and civilised standerds and con-
trary to the principles of the United Nations. ' '

- ‘ THE LAND.

" That the paramount ticed of the African b{

gatisfied. Meanwhile, there must be ::o further im: e l‘!’;
of Europeans or Asians, €xcept on 3 tempor -basis for the
purpos2 of providing personnel for essential services
industeies, T

EDUCATION. :
.3, The cxtensicn of educational facilities including tech-
nical facilities by -

{2) establishing institutions of full University status in Eest

. Alfrica in the shortest possible time;

(t) arranging for a’ greatly increased pumber of African
students to ?roceed overscas for higher studies, and the
provision of a Fund from which studenis wishing to
go abroad can obtain loans;

(c) multiplying the aumber of primary and secondary
schools 5o that in the shortest possible time all African
bouf;) and girly shall at teast have the beoefits of com-
pulsory primary education.

THE CONSTITUTION.

4, The immediate introduction of the system of election,
not comization, of nlt Africen unofficial members of the
Lepislative Council. . ‘

. A Common: Roll for all thuee races.

6. The reservation of an equal number of scats for Africans
and non-Africans on the unofficial side of the Council.

- 1. A franchise for Africans basd initially on Hteracy and/
or property qualifications, and including women.
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8. The nomination of equal numbers of Africans and noo-
Africans on the oficial side of the Council,

9, The direct election, not nomioation, of all Africen racm-
bers of ihe proposed Constitutional Committee for Kenya
and that the number of African, Asian and European mem-
bers of the Committee be cqual—failing which, Har Majesty’s
Government in Britain should be requested o set up an im-
partial Committee of British constitutivnal cxperts,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

10. The election of Africens to all County, District ond
Municipal Councils and Bonrds; and the estabiishment of
County, Distriet, Locational and Municipal Councils and
Boards on an electoral basis in the Africn Laed Units. Ao
immediate increase in the membership of Alrican Councillors
3t ihe Nairobi- Municipal Councit representing not less than
the membership enjoyed by ths European community. The
same to- rpply to the Municipal Soards of Morbasa, akuruy,
Eldoret and Kiswnu, i

TRADE UNIONS.

i1. That Teade Unions he allowed to function freely, that
registration be optional and not cnmpulsory, and combination
of trade unions be permiited.

THE DEFENCE FORCES AND CIVIL SERVICE.
12, Full opportunity for Africans to demonstrate their

loyalty to_Kenya Iéy serving in commissioned raoks in the

ry +

Defeace Forces and in the seaior posts in the Civil Service.

AGRICULTURE

13, Assistance in the economic development of African
farms in thae form of loans on easy terros and the provision
of Agricultural Schools where appropriata courses can be
adminlsicred 1o African farmers.

14. The payment of uniform prices o all roducers - of
primary produce of which the purcbasc and sale is coatrelled,
and the abrogation of all restrictive practices in the growth

_ af certain crop. ‘

EQUAL PAY & INCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE

15. Equal pay for equal qualifications and work.

16, The imatediole iacreass in the Minimum Wage by
3315 % to offset the high cost cf living. The Minimum Wage
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must be related 1o a Cost of Living Jodex. There should be
adequate housiog for thousands of Airicans who are reporied
1o be homeless and bedless in the urban areas, .

FREEDOM OF SPEECH & ASSEMBLY
17 ‘The right of freedom of assembly and spsech, without
ioterference by the police or the adminisization, and the
repeal of the relevant sections of tbe Police Ordinante in ac-
cordance with the terms of the United Nations Charter.
18, ‘ihat the terms of refereuce of the Royal Commission

“be widened to include a survey of ail Jands jn Kenya with

special refarence to the land needs of the African people.
19. The earlicst possible repeal of all recent repressive
Icgla’s{-)lnt_xlt‘:‘:: mc[!udlng the l!illd for u“iﬂ registration of Socicties,
. The release or immediate trial of all persons arreal
ur detuined since 20th October, 1952, all persons ted
2L. Facilities to enable the independenl Adrican preds 1o
start funclioning again. '
22, The removal of olf restrictions on the legitimate activi-

23, We request that a concilliation group be et up in
Kenya to attempt the solution of the many cult problems
rm-:.gg all races and ‘thnt it be composed as followsi—

Chairmaa to be nominaied by His Excellency the
Covernor, 2 members each from the K.A.U., the
Electors' Upicn and the Kenya Indinn Congress, 1
Europcan Elecied M.L.C., 1 Indian Elected M.L.C,,
,i{ﬁl’ca.b Elected M.L.C. & 1 African Unofficial

24, We demaod the immediate implementation of the

* UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHIS. -

. (W.W.W. Awori)
AG. NATIONAL PRESIDENT
AG. G é.;:iA.Z. Murumbi)
15th March, 1953. ) SECRETARY
airobi. .

L-.ﬁ-u
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PSIGIS COMMUNITY.
KJKI MULOT LOCATION 3,
BURET
P.O. LITEIN
. 9tk May 1953,

The Secretary, L.
‘The East Aufrnycan Royal Commission,
Private Bag,
P.0. KIKUYO
Sin Your Petitioners, tha undersigned crave your kind

chlission that you will be good enough to place this humble

ith ore the Chairman of H.M. Royal Commission for
t;é'g‘:si;lbifrauon of very grave grevancies that your Petition
ers have experienced [&rl a considerable period, if your peti-
ioners may be permitted lo spy:— . .
uon..rs‘%m{r Pelt,ietioners herein wish %o start with most deli-
cale question which worried the minds of African pe?ples in
this Colony of Kenyaz and whick has pow caused terror iv
some parts of Kenya. Before going any further your Peuu]on-
ers, with due respect, beg to point out that untess this prab =xin
is piven very sympathetic consideration’ the same, trouble I
definitely hoppening io this part of the Colony where your
Petitioners reside. v .

LAND ti hil { tiying to cause ill-will
ur Petitinners while no A -
betw:cnY 2 white man and black man very rightly feels ‘that
they'are several roaiters i connexion with the method p]:lf’;
ticularly the distribution of tie land whish cannot be
unchanged.
1. g"l‘:‘.mt the Government of Kenya and Seltlers played 2
fot of havec in demarcating the land. At the time of white
man came o this country, the black man was admittedly very
rare and as such he did at the time realise the future danger
as far us the land question was conegrued, The settler natur-
ally took the most fertile and gmductw: areas for his use thus
leaving the bad parts for the black mun. .
2. - 'That to-day the African popu'ation has incrensed trc;
mendously and it Is for this very reazon that H.M, The Hom
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Government has been kind lo sead out here your Rc‘:za.l
Commission 1o investigate and in oction give a frue verdict
of their mission. It is however shocking that 3§ of the Kip.
sigis land unit is occupied by white settlegs, This means that
the west and east parts of the Ki sigls Jand is being unlawfully
taken. While blaming the Seitiers on this issus the Kenys
Goverament, it is your Patitioners humble submission must
be challenged they have been responsible of all this, znd sl
they are repeating the same mistake CVCu Dow, .
3 - Your Petitioners wish with due respect to takz you
back to one history of the Kipsigis land. The Kipsigis Lived
from the Mau which is now known as White Highlands right
us 10 Kib%on‘s (Beyond Stotik Highland), As far back as
1927, the Government evicted people from Kibulgen , Kap- |
tndul, Kipkewa, Kaptuigeny, amongonjet, Timbilili, Tinet,
¢tc., e, The natives of Course moved to Kimulot nrea.
During 1940 ngain Government turned out the Kipsigis and
Wandorobo from Tinnet, The strange featire is that Governs
ment was expelling peoples® huts including property therein
were on fire as means of foreing people to leave,

4; That after these lands had besn vocated, they were
automatically turned “Crown Lands™. It was then from this
lime when the Kipsigis became squatters up to the year 1945,
within the Soiik Highlands and elsewhere, Owing to acute
land hunger. Tn this respect your Peiitioners beg to'refer you
te-the evidence given by them beférs the Kenya Land Com-

mission of 1932, .

5, Before coming to the fina) roint your Petiticners have .
{urther to state as follows;—-

.. About the month of December 1950, some of the Kip-
ugis residing In Kimulot Location 3, ‘were served with polices
0 quil from the said location without an excuse being as-

ggned to thelr removal, The natives of couras refused to o

the order and were subsequently charged under Section 13 (2)

Cap 97 of the Native Authority Ordinance 1948, The ice -
volved Kipsigis however appealed to the Court of High States
tiereby wioning the case, yet the Government having the

gnw_'er fepeated chargiog these poor fellows and as such
aving power gave order for the hLuts to be pulled down.
(Copiea of Judgments and proceedings which speek for tham-
#lves are with the Registrar Supreme Court of Kenya and
can be obtained on request for ready referencs),

& Your Petitioners contend that the white seitlers have
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taken too much land. The alicnation so asrived at Government
and the Setilers of course being total'y unfair. Recently some
of the Kipsipis attempted 10 int out 10 tht good Govern-
ment of keoya as a result o which they forced 1o execute
bonds so us 1o keep peace and be of geod behaviour. Thow
who rofused to sign the said bonds automatically went to
prison for o term of one year with hard labour.

7. 1t will be remembered that recently when your Com-
mission came round-to obtain cvidence from the Africans in
Kerichn, the District Commissioner only chose the Chiefs and

few others to meet the members of the Commission the or--
has been exploited left behind, Bod the

dinary man who
ordinary man been atlowed to give cvidence, your Petitioncns
maintain tLat the Kipsigis land which is now being'to the
African Highland Produce Company (Settleys’ tirm) would
have been visited and the dispute gettled, Mr. Kipsol Arap
Chemarore one of the Petitioncr hos bren servad wilh a notice
to quit from the District Commissioner, Fericho. He has als
becen asked to scll all his trees, Posho Mill rod other propertits

to the African Produce Comgnn A
© REASON, g

5 WHEREFORE your humble Petitioners
rmy that Your Royal Commission do comc to this dispuisd
and between the Government aod the Ki sigls to inspect and
direct what to be done. It is important that the Commission
ought to come because if nothing s dene there is going to b
trouble iu this area, : - .

" SAWE ARAP BUNE KIPSOI ARAP CHEMARORE
for and on behalf of Kipaigia Community, Kericho

_ tunity to play their role for the restoration of

- AL ntmosphere of good wi

Kenya African Union, .

107 Xing Henry"

l.&tmdtm.g N, ng.s R,
11th May, 1953,

The Rt. Hon. Oliver Lyttelton, D.S.0., P

The Rt. Hon. Ol on, D.S.0., P.C,, M.P,
S e for the Colonies,

London, S.W.1.

Dear Captain Lyttelton,

Now thut you are fying to Kenya, I :
. wap
Ee;;ucs& to Sir Evelyn gnnr%ng th:ou’g’;al; you, \:attg Eﬁgg:l?;i
pe that you will give the Kenya African Unjon an oppor-
When Sir Evelyw Baring, the G ¢ Eenya ‘
{g; consultation’ with yc_}u,s 1 n;dreggén:rng‘m tnn i Tec 3:;:
el :gog?pgrré;nﬂ tucf dé_sl:usshacﬁons to areeliorate the prescnt
smg;g;;;g auro of | e, however, dzd not permit hitn to
ay, 315t March, 1953, in the ilo
!Ilrllé' lz‘:nncre rockway, .M.P., asked whemuu;%gfw%%ﬁm:r?e'
lcaders tb tako padt 15 the resloration. of prace 1a Keaym, 19
which yoy replied, “It is open to a.nIl A ean leader o otk
lthe Keny Government to I|,geer|1\:::1it' Inza ﬁ%ﬁ l:agfc n n:lf: '

up ;_r{m. No such application has been made by an Affican

The Kenya African Unlon of which I in’
Unlltllcdrl}lngdcm sincerely wishes to serve :k?: gsellf‘ga‘t’!; - !::
order fo help restore betwin K:ll:ya and bﬁng‘rgout

een

gjuoh::f?g:;:,ej ?:: ?t‘;ggec:\triing thatd the K:n 8 Aca'in:mmlc}ng:

hed for cza and good officen i
&” hg;upms in Kenya, lo stop acts of violenee.inT:Pf:;J};:g
" cemi:vmga“xgg:sbe\%c doa.:y‘!nfor th? gov Lt e
misinterpret the psycﬁolog[ 8l eff e Al oo
Africans of thess usurnnoe:. We :ct o e ot

ee] confi

mura.noest guaraateed, wo can sumddwi;m%g'?ug
PUrpose, As so0n a3 possible after peaco agd an atmosphere

11l




of goodwill have been estublished we propése that a Round '

Table Conference of representatives of all the racial com-

mupitics ad Government should be held 1o review the eco-

nomic, political and social grievances and disabilities suffered
bg the Africans, such as the abseace of universal adult fran-
chise, of edmpulsery education and of security of land tenure.
But we realise that in order to bring this about, the first
essential is the restoration of the stalus quo ante. The purpose
of our appeal to the Governmeot is to allow the Kenya
African Union, which is still recognised by the Goverament
as the legal and official political organisation of the Africans,
to use its influenca in helping 1o solve the preseat crisis be-
tween those Africans involved in acts of violence and the
Goverament. If the Goverumént ngrees in_principle to our

offer, we propose that the following conditions will have to

be agreed upos 20 as to strengthen our hands in tackling the

issue:

1) Amnesly to all
all Africans
criminal nature,

2) Restoration of civil libertles—Iifting the-ban on the Afr-
can Press, the right to hold meehings (subject to police
supervision), the abalition of interference in legitimate
trade union and cooperative activitics.

3) Immediate jncrease of minimum wage scale which would
enable Africans to obinin staple food. o

Retumn of the squatters and other Africans removed either

from settled uress or their aress into the already aver-

crowded Kikuyu Reserves, and recognition of the princk

ple of “equal pay for equal work”. .

" 5} Reopening of all Kikuyu Indepcadent schools under their |

already existing relationship with the Governimneat,

olitical prisoncrs and immediate trial fer
cged to be involved in offences of &

4

6) Restoration of the property confiscated from Africans pot

proved guiily ol a crime before a Court of Law.
Guarantes of safety 1o all African men, women

onths: freedom from violence, freedom from house to

ouse round up ?g the Police unlcsy there {s reasonable
cause to betieve the law has been broken by the people
concerned. * l
These points are essentlal if the Africans are tc be persuaded .
that atiempis at negolistion are geouine and that they may
attend gatherings without fear of arrcst.
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We, the leaders of the Kenya Adfrican Union, feel
that if the Government accepts our good offices andcgﬁ'ﬁegess
on assurance that the above demands will be implemented,
we can hc{g to restore peace and goodwill in Keaya within
three months from the date we undertake our mission. We'
ask nothing for ourselves but an opportunity of serving our
country gnd g;omunu the peace, happiness and prosperity of
all the 'inhn itants of Kenya. We feel confident that Her
Mujesty’s Government con do no less than welcome aod
accept the offer of the leaders of the Kenya African Uion,
who alone, among the Africans, enjoy the prestige and respec{
of all African communities to act as ambassadors of
and mediators between the Government and those involved
in the present uarest, This is no time for recrimination and
?E?:gdbig::. ;I‘hc Imrr;gdiale ;;nci}.:l to stop the bloody war-
re peace, if we all—Africans, Asj
peans—are to thee together safely, Asiaas and F.urn‘-
Yonrs sincerely,’
{Mbiyu Koinange
Delegate in the United S
THE KENYA AFRICAN

dom of
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REPLY RECEIVED 4TH -J UNE.

Colonial Offics, The Church Hse., Gt. Smith St.,

. ard 1 Londen, S.W.1.

My Ref. E.AF/CS. nae, 1953,

Your Ref ovvuvrneennrcn ' ' ’
Sir, .

I am directed by Mr, Secretary Lyttelton to acknow-

ledge the receipt of I
« ing the ’lnmﬁol:; 2 l{:nurya.ﬂm of the 11th May yegard-

YTam,

]
Your obedient Servant,
: (H-P- Hlll).

Mbiyu Kolaange, Esq.




D. A LETTER FROM AMERICAN CLERGYMEN
Deiroit, Michigan
. ) . dravary 10, 1955
C. WAGE RATES IN KENYA Dear Sir: :
. . ‘ : Over cight thousands people have been killed in Kenva
This is the rate.of pay for Africans, . ! since the declaration of the Emergency in October 1952,
"A shilling is equivalent to 14¢ U.S, i Everyone of these lives is precious and could have been saved
B ¢ to build a new Africa if the Keaya African people were free
: . . \ fii speak {orﬁl{:lcmsel\tvgs, 10 | w schri»‘c’ll. to work and to trade
- . . ¢ people all aver the civi world.
United Kingdom: Kenya i The story of how Africans want to and can do all this ia
th
Averago Wage Rates (per month) 1950 told in a little book The People of Kenya Speak for Them-
o leds L 1349 . selves by Mbiyu Koinange, Prezident of Kenya Teachers
Arimos . 70sto200s 705102003 7052200t , Coliege,-who was sent by hix people to represent them. in
Dri 60s 10 1508 70sto 2503 G0sto 1508 - Eurcpe and to the United Nations. It is a siory told by an
rivers $0st0300s  S50sto250s  S0sto300: . African who sces Africa as part of the modern community
Clerks s to 4 istods . Of wations. Chapter aiter chapter is testimony to the lre-
Casial Labour  Istods 1s to 4s (per day) | mendous creative powers that rest within people who ‘are
{per day) {per dey) e Y Irying to develup themseives and ‘whoch onee relessed, would
Agricultural Labour 8s per month 24510 603 . pe of such presi value to people everywhere, .
plus bousiog Residenl, —The bookiet wilt come off the Ercss on January 15,
and value of labour from'  we the undersigned, plan to viug The People of Kenya
farm holding 7s per 600k $peqk for Themselves to the attention of our congregations
‘ plus housint oy Saturday and Sunday, January 29 and 30, and we are
and value o yreing others all over the counu? to do the same, Will you
join ws in this demonstration of the brother of man,
f‘“'m_ joi in this d i he brotherhood of
properiy. reglardless gf lﬁacf\.fc_olcr. crcc;l or tflilst_mctla, amiin sltnha;u igd this
. welcome of the African peopie to their placs modern
. g, WoOId? - P
From United Nations . General: A/ 18"1' o Signed: - ! :
Generat Assémbly: ) " 5 August 195 ' Rev. A. A, Banks Jr,, Szcond Beplist Church
) . ‘ Rev. Robert L. Bredby Jr., Greater King
Solomon Baptist Church
Rev. Cl-l:;en_w Hitt Crage, Central Methodist .
ure
Rev. Tracy M. Pullman, Church of Our
Father, Unitarian-Universalist
Rabbi Leon Fram, Temple Israel
Rev. é’:s. Lawrence Ro Bethel AME

urch .
Rev. Horace A. Whits, Plymouth Congrega-
tional Church ¥
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