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L This is the history of & small grouping of
" . workers and 'int=llactusls that 1avo broken with 8ll proe
fossed Marzist groupings. On the feoce of it, it would
c-8gen ot This is of econcern to no ope but those involved,
much lesg a.y aubstantial part of tho Arericen working
class. The opposite i3 the case, .

. There used to b a time when & worksr, sick of
the, erimes and hypoorisies of capitelist soolety, could
... Tini e refuge and a way out in organizations taged upon
. the theory and practice of Mar:iion, Howsver raricus vere
the forns Merxism took, it always had heen s doctrine of .
liberation and .{reedon znd above ell » of libvaration and
. freedom -for- the workers of ths worlde In times of psnoe
as in-times of war, Marxism propounded and debgted anil
worked out policios Por the working class, governed ale
¥mys by the idea.of its liberation from sll types of byr-
ANNY. . ThoBo- days are Eonds

. LIS

S A a::fliou'a-'workar,‘ thet is a: worker who is thinke
:: . ing seriously about the problems of the working olase,
qanno_t,_ shirk the igave of precisely, what is Marxiem,

Co. - Our. grouping has broken vwith all professed
» -Uarzist groupings in arder bto pay attention to the workers
.end to try Yo f£ind out what Marxism reclly is, not what.
: Marxwroge in 1848 or 1867, Lt vhore kis, theory stunds
- today, ia 19535, . .

cetomot o ALl these professod Marxists have never uniere
.9tood the American people, or :ather they have nmaver unders
. stood Margism, - They always learncd it as a foreipgn doo=-
.- %ring, end-then tried 4o graft it on to %he Amaricaz tacses,
;- instaed of studying the history, the 1ife and theughts of
" the Americen.people end the Americin mtion and find
thera the spacific menmsr in which the universal trutha
.- of Marxism --the liburation of the messes from all oxploite
- .abion -- were expressing theuselves., Thus they nsver ]
-studied the.Abolitionist novenant gseriously, Yot thim ws
-8 movement born in Amerios 100 yoars ago -- and 83 yoars
. ‘bafere vaet iz known as Leniniam. It was headed by such
.+ Uncompromising: fighters as William Lloyd Garrison, Wandell
Phillips,. erd Frederiok Douglass. And it was & movemant
. whigh hed acheived in many waya, as we will show later,
.. a;conoopt,-of human relations that tho Socialiste and Gome
-munigta. in this ecountry had net.

. Vo havo broken from all old radisal groupings
beosuse of the somplate capifalist montality of all of
then - Communists, Trotskyltes, Nouthorites, They umdar~
stand far lags of the workers than the intelligent aapite
elist dooss They all of them thirst to lond; their whole
idon ond aim 1s to sit in the sents of the oapitalists,
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that's aulls The workers are to atnglwharo they are,
That is what they oall socialism, t that is proociemly
+he type of soolfalism thet the Amerioan working olass has
rejooted, nlthough its disillusiommeni; with the men ®f
power &nd authority is total,

It is truo that thers is no Marxist in the
United Statese But if those psople who profess ¥ are
Harxists think that thet means the end of everything, they
are displaying total blindnesa to the fast thet the basis
ofvHarxism if not in anv party but in what the workers are
L]

dothg e

The Americen working olass is Marxist Lo tim
veary merrow of its boneas . Just lock at it. Milllons upon
millions at ons time or snother belisved in war for demw
ooracy, war to end war, League of ‘Nations, peacs, prospers
ity and progreze, Todey nobody does. In mational pollities
it 18 the samd. Fsar of atomio war, the daily struggle
ageinst the spead-up, the sorruption of politicians, mure
derous texations the worker in the plant or mine, the shere-
oropper, the baskeaching typist, the atudent waiting tto bda
oalled by his dralt board, do emy of thsm balieve that

_ anything has changsd now that Elsenhowsr is Prasident in-
stend of ¥rmuman? Does any Wegro believe that & noew pres~
ddent and & now administration will do enything to alter
the situation of the Negroes in the United Stetes? The

‘millidns of Negroes in Afriea; Arabe in Moroooo, Tunis, and
the Middle East; Spmnish workers under Frunco, Indian pany~
ants, Austrulian "‘workers, sever in the world was thowe
80 universal & revolt ameng- ocountlose millions everywhere
against the expleitation and the irsompetence of tieir
rulers, and tho unedding diseaters they have imposed upoen
mankind for the last thirty years,

: The rulers know it, The wori»rs of tho world
no longer believe what thoy aro told, The workers of Wes-
tern Burope are so.sivk of war for democracy that they have
#plit the Amsrican ruling olass wide open, Ons group, lesd
by Truman sad Eisenhowsr;. ars frantioslly trying to whip
the Europeans up for war, by corruption and intimidetion,
using Willion Groen, George Maary, ths Réuthor brothors,
Dubinsky, Lovestens, Iyv Brown, and othars of that typs,
as. thoir ageats among the Eurcpsen labor leaders. Tim sooe
ond group, led by MacArthur and Hoover, think that defeat-
ism 1z 80 wideapread abroad that erms &nd money poursd imte
Europe will end up as gifta to the Rusaian ermy when it
movess That is the great doleto. Thay are detating over
what the European workerc will dos If thoy werse sure of
thoeo worksrs, there would ts no devate,

It is nct only werkers who do not bLoliave, The

great nejority of the people do not bilieve. For observe,

he govermmnat, the press, the politiolans, the prefemsoru
and the parsons, radio and television, scream with om
volcs that Amsrics must be seved from Communiom, It is

obvicus thet Russion Communism is & monstrous bardarism.
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It is equally obvieus that its internmational power has
steadily grown, Yet the hunireds of thousands of atudents
in the universities are bitterly hoetile to being drafted.
if thoy belioved what they were told, they would e wille
. ing to go.

’ That is what the rulers sall the free worlds
How different is it with the oms=party totalitarian states?
Stalin, his atooges in Fastern Burepe, and his ellies in
China, who botween them ruls nearly 860 millicn people,
-have go littls fuith in being believad that they oan rule
only by the most sevage police-~states history hae ever
knovme. Thay have. a Wllet waiting for anyons, howsver
. highly pleced, who daores to express an opinicn contrary
to thoirzs They have to keep their frontiers olosed .
against all foraign visitors, all foreign :Bvdepers, aot
evan & paatcnrd can go into these gocuntrics without being
gengorad. They go te unlimitsd trouble end expnse tojam
out foreign wireless. atations; anyone- in thode sountries
caught, listening to tha' foreign redio faces slave labor
in s concontration dempe Now the so-called demoorets
denounce all thisl They say that it is & modbbrous byr=
any, the most horridble the vorld lap ever resn. 3But the
govermment of the United Etates his itmelf instituted
such & system of terror aghinst thoee whom it ocalls sube
voraives,.thot todmy vast aumbors of pesople: would nob pub -
) their nsmas to the Declaration of Indspendence or the Bill

of Rights beonuse they: srs ofreid thsy would ba agcused
oi‘ digloyaliy and ﬁomunim. Thoge rulers too know what
thair worha ra think of thema . :

Thip totel disiilusiczment of the mess with the
men of power and suthority is one of the greatest advanoea
. ever made in humen sopiety. Yet the professed Morxisssy

-do nut respest: the American work olass-at all, They
pay no attentlon to vhat it ds really doing and thinkiing.
They belleve that if they mad a chance to plan everything
then that would be tha new sooistys But, as Stalinist
Ruspin hns shown, that would only bo the groatest totallt-
arianism on earth,.

e are not out to "leed," Ws are umltora.ﬂly
oppoaed to a]l plapnsrs, lMerx hod shown, ma far ok ea
1867,that there are only two altermatives in coatemporary
sooiety: either ths self-activity of the wurlers or the
total plan over ths workera, Wo ars forsver through with
thoae who failed to sse this in theory and vho hailed in
praotice the "planned sconomy.” When World War IX tegan
and Trotskylsm ealled for the defento of Russia, we broke
with it, Vhen World War II ended and the Amsyrican Trote
skyites at least lonked as if they retainsd a rovolufion-
ary perspective in Amsrion, we returncd to them,. But the
degensration in theory had esten into thoir wr% lives and
thelr .Jations with thoir own rank and file, We are now
rinished with them compieteiy mni forever. And yet it ia
only through ths conorets struggls with them that we ocould
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hava olarified ourselves and found the new elements ~-
rank and file workers, Negroes, women, youth -« for the

new grouping.

The strength of our theory ls thls: it sees no
ipdividual or grouping as apart from the world objective
situation. It therefore sees, wikthin its own organizetion,
the reflection of all that iy on e ocutaide, “BEFT»E‘T'u 8
not mere reflection. Different groupings, representing
different sdeinl layers, forming different politicel ten-
dencies, are brought so close tdgether that the sharpmat

. conflicts are inavitable, and becauge the conflict ia
. sharp and concentrated, so is the splution. By a olese

- study, day and night, then of all the relationships anmd
tenfdéncies inside, by néver parting for a moment from its

- own rark and f£ile which hes the closést association with

“the masses outside on which all deperds, therc iz revealed
in'a tiny end céncentrated form, not only the problems

-1, of ths day which the cutside world shows, but the ocutline

. of the perspective of the future which only Harxiem can
 anticipates . ST e e _

' ¥hat'we want to do thereférs is to tell the

. skory of the dévelopment of Merxiem in the Unitod States

in strict relationship to the dovelopment of the class

: 'E'Eruggfe_s"ﬁre. This-story will show that in revolution-
ary ‘politics not only-do the great ldeas and evente ex-
plain smll end apparently insignifioant things, but that
the ‘opposité ‘alse- is  true. : Through olose observation of
small politioal groups wé are able to sce ideas amd forces
of ‘vast' 560po-, more tlearly end ‘profoundly.
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SECTION I SPLIT IN THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT IN AMERICA
AT EWD OF TORLD WAR I -

At the epd of World War I, there was great dis-
satisfaction #ith the twe blg politionl parties in thw
. United States. The Republican and Democratic Parties suf-
fered the first great challenge sincu the deye of Populism,
Ho less then a million voters moved awey from the capit-
alist perties ard voted for the Socialist Party. Their
candidate, Eugene Viotor Debs, wes in jail et the time
for his anti-war viewss In the main, it wes & working
olegs vote, but among-this million there were also sac-
tions of the middle class, eapecially the intellectunls
and the youth who hnd moved away from en old set of walues,
and weore searching for a new philosophy, a.mw way of lifas,

Today Russian Conmunisn is the greatest barbar-
ism on earths But in 1817 Russlan Communism was the greet-

. est liberating forse. in the world. It cverthrew the hated

Tearist autocracy, brought poace to tho nation, and emtabe
lished the first workers' state in histury, Debs hailed
the Russiun Revolution as "the greatest, most luminous and
fer-renching echisvement in the entire sweep of hwesn his~
“torys" And yst it'wns his party that was undergoing the
deepest aplit in its history precissly over that question
and preclsely at the very time vhen & substantial section
of ths Amerisan working class had broken with the capital=
ist parties and voted ‘scoialist, L )

1, Dabs

"Debs was @ revered name, pot alone to Americen
Sooialists, but to the éntire Amrican working cless, This
railroad workar hed led some. of the great olase struggles
that rocked American soclety ot the turn.of the ocentury,
lilke the Pullman strike, He boosme a zosialist when ths.

.. Federal trcons oame out, at the bidding of the companies,

" to put down that strike for elementery workers' righis.
"In the glesm of every boyonet anl the .flash of every rifle
tho clase struggle wes revealed....The cepitdlist class,
The Working classe Whe olass struggle.”

Dodba fought this ocopitalist olass not only in
peacetime, tut during the war alses, But he did net grasp
the world oharaoter of the first werld war, and he did not
grasp vhe world oharaoter of the Russian Revolution, Ale
.though he hailed it ds the greatest achievement in human
history, he did not separote himself from thoss agoialists

who opposed it

Y - Yot a great dividing line wns Laing drawn throughe
out the world soocialist movemant over thia centra) svent

of the world we live ins It oplit sod alism into two wor=
ring comps: thoae who were for end those who wore against
soviets, .
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Todey vien we hear or read the word, soviet, it

is usually in conneotion with the idea of govermnment. Soviet
means the Soviot Govermment, with its huge tureaucraoy, lts
huge amy, its millions of secret police, its factoriss
which are prisong, its prisons which are faotories, its
ambassadors and representatives at the United Nations, tell-
ing 1lie for lie with the amincsaders and representatives

of the old oapitalist mtiions. But in 1917, the word,
acviet, did not mean this. It mesnt the opposite of mll
this. It moapt the destruction of the urenuoracy, the
abolition of professionsl armies, the abolition of police,.
It meant oleotions lmsed on factories, regimuts, and groups
of peasents. Thars was onc delegnte to ovory 500 workers,
a delogete to every regiment, nnd & dolegats to every fev
theusand peasarts. The workers, soldisrs and peasants
formed these soviets, It vas ncb bureaucrats, officiala

' army, police or parlinment but these soviets which held

211 povers Workers' rule -- that wmg what "soviet” meut.

_ ., The sad faet is thet Debs lent hia great pres-
... ~tige to those who wvmere. scoialists in worde, but who in
. agtiovn Tought this. sovist power, He remained pars of the
Socialist International and actacked the Communist Inter-
-mitional. The Communidtilndernibingal ddewss. viskisglasde
- -.divizion dgtinst those who betrayed the interagta -of the
.. -workers; through their. suppori of tha imperialist war, Debc
«, .o refused to’ gee. it.eo e question, of class. He interpretaed
vovn it e e québtion. of "dicthborship." He wrote:r "When they
..~ .(the Cormunist Intercational) procsed .to dickate o the
i 8ooialish parties of .other- countries.aw to how they should
- .corduot' themsslven, then :it.seems ¥o,ma to bo the time o
- back yp e T T TR
Cvo- 077 The word, "dictats" waa for purposed of . covering
the reel renjsa for he splis: whether to fight only for
‘workers'rigiits" ar for vorkers' power; whother to do so
only on » naticnal scale or on an:intermtional one,

T

. 24 The Imj.&“_an'hs . R -.'_"'jjf.,.f_.' .

I T TS (L} B TR R

¢ owel 7o Those who.oppoded Debs split away to form the ..
-onow: Commminiot Party of the United States. It was not an
. eacy thing vq do, for Debs vida the most revered name in

.. the American socialish movbment.  Tho najority who formed
- ‘the new partj were irmigrants,’old ond new, whose revoi=
. ‘ublonary’fihre ymg ;stealed i tho.stiugele ngainst Tsarism

;f;d.?at:'-in-}s_cliii:i;a_:_;d"ﬂfeii in 1917,

- . . Procisely besause they were immigrants they ap=-
Preolatod the Amorioanisin of Dobg', ,Debs, 3% ia true, was
no ¥illlam'Lloyd Garrison. That’gient mbolitioniat was
a-true'Bolshevik in tho-fullsst wetning. of the term <= un-
compromising, unflinahingi total ih hia devetion to the

. oeuses” Lile the Bolsheviks, ho.oppésed both the alavs
powor 'itself.ani-nlso those who opposed the slave povsr
‘in worde, but worriad about vhab means to uae » or sought-
nigh office, in the imterim, or even compromised with thoam
who.scught office. Gumrrigen's famour phirsse, "There is
. . . Lo .- (s . . 4
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soma roguory here,” wes definitely not « part of Debs’
make-upe The latter saw nothing fatal in "independence®
even where it maant betrayel of the interests of the work-~
-3 o: 1%

Kavertheloss Debs vems Amsricsn from head to toe.
And the hmmiprants vho fought for the defense of the Rus-
sian Hevolution knew there would tever be an Amerioan rev-
olution so long as they viers the dominant group in the
. newly-born Conmmnis‘b Party.

ilhy, then, did the immigrants break with Dshs?

: , 'f‘inét » beontise they recogniiod that hers a olass
division is Involved, This is not easy to see since, as

..far &5 Debs vag concerned, it was only a theortitioal div-

“ision; in reality he was a'man ‘whose vhole history waz one
of -olass struggle, Novertheless, it could not be an o
sident thet m min who had goms to jail for his enti-war
views.should be in the sems international with the German
.Sociel Demooraoy that' not only julled,. but murdered Earl -
‘Ligbuocht And Rosa Luxemburg for opposing the Kaiasr's war
,and, struggling ‘to achievo workers!. powar, They were mur
dered not by the capitelists but by the asccielists whw
seved capitaiism. This was no perspnal aberration. It

o 'rap*esan'ced a poli-hicn.l tenﬂenq. .

T e Ii‘ thero V8B, anyth:\ng the imigmntu knaw w1l
3t was the ‘question of politicel tendenciss, Lenin's erty,

whioh was the only one in history that had achieved workexs'

power  had. taught, them, ever sinoe its begluning in 1503,

" that it Vms necesesry to £ight, not alons Tsarism, tut the

- . petby-bourgelos tendencies withix'the Marxist movement. -
-The working clesa’hed achie¥ed vietory onds in history and

its ledder, Lenin, sould lead it te viectory for ons reeson

aqd one reason only: becauss he bolieved that the workers

of ths world were ready to tule, not after he and some .

- intelleotuals ‘and plenners-had. trained them, but then and

tl'pre in"1917, For him, a sociulist revolution mennt that

tha workex's nnﬂ othar oppreuad olassea wers to rule,

.. "There you have the’ mndamentnl problem of the
world in which we live, . However:different it may be in
different omuntries, in essenoe it is the same, Whan the
workers overthrow the capitalist governmexnt, a5 they have

. dons ao often, who is to rile? . Will the workers rule or
will the lebor tureaucrats, in terror of the revelution«’
ary vorkiig olasa, rush to £ind a goverpment of litsrals,

"progressivo” polios chiefs and such like, all of whom
aim at nothing else but pubting the workers beok in their
plage in the plant and . in politics, i.e., rectoring the
old sooiety, That's what the Germed scoinlists did, Sea
thousand books and ten million wor2s and a thousaend such
es Deba cannot explain that a\my.- .
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Thet is the modern problem and that's vihat pgove
the emall band who wore ready to strike cut on a new peth
the strength to breek with Deba. They were ready to no-
‘cept the diseipline of the Comwmurdst International. To
them it was not a "dictate" but something self-imposed.
Indeed it is only whon it is self-imposed that its semi-
nilitary aspesct is entirely subordinmete %o the passionate
vision of tho future called & politiocal perspactive.

The politioal perspactive they hsld wes simple

and olear: The working cless, and only the working claess,

iz to rule. It was the workers' role in production -~ in
the fectories, in the mines, 4in the mills, and ir the fields
~= that dofined the class charactesr of acolety and then

the slasg nature' of the stete or matioml govermment,

There can bo no true scciclism, no serious Marxism, out-
side of this- overwhelming consideration of the role of laber
"ot the point of protustion. To move ons insh from this cons
’ cept of 1n‘bor is to hotray the working slege intorests.

"The warlcing olass i3 not 3ust the workers fight-

" *ing For their rights against the stesl barons, or the rail-

" roud interests, but the whols working class and ite future:
“vigrkers® powers. If onee a workers' party placed in the
~‘oenter of all ita thoughts and actions tho aim of workers'
powst, then sooner .or -1ater the Amsrican proletarian would
produce " iteé ovm new:and ipdigenous lecders and the band of

"+ immigrants.noed not fear the loss of Debs. Already in faot,

o :Foster, the

'loomins then on the horiicn was & comparable Americen £ig-
“ure who was ioining forces with the Communists, William Z.
eader oi‘ the grea.t r.tsal stril:e.

|'3. The Lii‘e o.:ld Activzty of the Gomun.tat Farty Members
The Amax‘ioan ruling olaas was torr:u.‘iad ob the

L mw passions and forosa stirring on the A rican scems,

Race riots sproad as wel) ag strikes. Nillions of Negroes,
- ewly arrived ‘from the Soith to- swell the expanding labor
" foroe that hod heretofore boen filled by the immigrants

. from Bastern Europe. roballed against intolerable vondi-
tions, These new immigranys from the South were in wevolt
‘ nob only ogoinst the life in the fuctories, but lifs in
their neighborhoods, the growding, the segregation in liv-
ing querters, the disorimimation and lack of fresdom of .
"movements The sonditions were tha more intolerable pre=-
oisely because they were no longer share-oroppers in the
< Sautn. ¥ an Artenral part of the American labor foree in
. basie indusirye They erganized into & mighty mass move-
mant led by ors Lurous Garveys . .
v The, goi:ernment struck out Elindly at 81l eppos-
ition, but espocinlly nt "Russian Communists," It whipped
the obwitry into a hyateria ard ocontinued on a rampage of
illegnl raide, arrests, bresi-up of meetings, suprression
of books s pamrhlets and the paper of the fledgling C.P.
This feroed it undarground bafore it svor got & start,
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That knock on the door at midnight which wmc sup-
posed to have had its oripgin in Hitler Germany in 1933 had
ite start in America in ths Palmer Raids in the early 1920's.
But these govermment persecutlons could in no way dampen
the anthusissm, activiem ami ensrgy of ths young party mem-
bers, who hed their imepgimntion fired by the Russian Hev-
olution, and felt that the revolution in Amerioa too wan
ons they would see in their lifetima,

It wes this T'%E of perspective that made no task
too hard or menial, mrty, though only & few thousend,
tried to penetrats aa deep into the mAsses as posslble,.
They went, not to unionirzed shops where conditicns were com-
paratively emsy, but to awentshops so that they could try

to organize tlem. They were on picket lines ard before
houses whoro eviction motices were put up, The greater the
eapitelist mnpgnate, the. greater the desire to penetrate

into his c¢itadel, whether that be U.S.Steal in Pittaburgh

or textiles in New Englend; the Internatiopal Harvester in
Chioago or the shipyards: of San Franeisco; the minss in -
West Virginis and Illinois ard the swoutshope of Georgla. .

That was their 1ife., Thet did not mean they for-
- got their theory, for thay hed lssrmed in thelr fight with
Deba that, just as there are only two tasic claszes in soc- -
. isty, so there are only two modes of thought. Sericum the-
ory meant, had to mean; in the final analysls, & olass dive
. " Aision, and they studiod }arx assiduoualy as they worked in
.. "the guweatshops that did-niot seem 4o have changed much since
s ;) the days-when he desoritedcthoms - .

.
i ‘

tehe - Buk there was one field:.from which ths party was
... cut off; vhich yma ﬁléarljr.}a,'fe#c-lugbmry ersenalt the =

.. Négro#s of America. ~Bui these.Negrbes kept far away from
%?:’wh_ites‘. The Garvey HUovemsnt was an all-Negrc movement.

o unicns -had kept them out friom.membership and they in
Uo7 iirn kept away from fadical:parties, Yet, as far back as-

.. 1613, thet is before’'the watr.and ‘befors they hed shown in

." aotion what g, mighty revolutienary foree thay wers, Lanin

.- - ¢ had recognisod their vevolutionary ‘potential, He likened
Tt 7T 'T¥the ghare-oropper in the South to'the peasant in Russia and
gnid their oppression had them seething so that they would
" pmotunlly be the meilld, or stimmlant, to bring the gonial~

o .'.5'.8-}‘ proletarint onto the historieal r‘goem. ) : .

AN The queation now wass how to translats this theory
into'actiont -

" The party had & lot to overcoms bescauss all op-
presaion had wern a white fase, and the Scoialists had boe
haved Yery shabbily indeed, They lind evaded the Negro cues-
tion by saying that it waa "sconomio" and hénce would net
renlly Ye asovved uantil soololism triumphed, They thereby

nét only had nok faced the queation of sooial eggnlity,

but,. what 1a. of aven grenter lmportance, tisy had not aon-
sed the validity of Negroes' indepsndent movemsnt, "nation-
alistio" as it might hove appesred. The Negroes wore
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trented by them as some inert mass "o be givan" ssonomlo
rights because of some abstraot principles, fThat's all.
That was at best. .

At worst, ms \es tho oase 1n the South, the few
Hegroes that oams to socialism wore put in separate hranches

from their whifs "oomrades.” - That was 1life In the Sesiale
ist Party. ) .

No wonder the Nogroes kept far uway from that
typs of socialiem. ‘hen they embraced Garveyism by the
millions, that-put an end onoe and for all to the myth
"you can't orgunize the Negro," But of all those milllous,
less then a handful, 1iks A, Phillip Rendolph, foined the
Socirlist Party. ' )

 jihat to do? The answer muet bo in the life of
the Cormunist Party branches end in the very livas and re-

d o

" latipns of its vhite end Negro members, There lay the an-

TR

L sawet', Al they acted on tmts

" 'Ine method of approach was entirely mew precigely

‘beceuse, the external politics waa correct &nd broke ogm-

’ Ipletaly with old ‘conceptns The C,F, decided not to limit

itatlf Lo mahifestoss nnd talk, but to meke 1% a part of

g TE, mg‘-‘"tlgp',:ﬂ'rbt'ae:‘_iéus approach to that burn-
‘ihg, question ox the part of the Marxist movement sine ite

“origin.Ain the United: States. First the right atmosphore

vins oreénted by the’ éstting down of the politlcal 1iins, in

. the.life of the party, 1.8s, their om lives, and not 1im=

ing this to the world cutside, The lims held that the

s his to-The wo !
" Tew attitude to tho Negro must Bs shown in life rather than

in werdal. 1o ‘do g0 recuirsds

dan soand you will have certain prejudices of

"l renggnition of the fuct that so. long as you are pert

.17 "tha yuling olass ‘altheough politioally you have broken
B e 1 R T ' :

D ..from L

el 3

P

tq"."‘ [P P - .
‘2, & desitd to:drive these out through exposition, not Wy’
whispering in'carners . =~ = ‘ '

‘34, chodeing, the ‘Viotimd of this ‘pre judice %o ‘bs the ones

to fight §t by faeling free to spesk mbout their actuel

‘reintions with party membersc Let them snezk up. Lot
E: Lhem snosk up -

them Lest t:s theories of tha party.

¢ Any member oould, as & regular part of the agenda,
bring up the guilty persoii on charges of whita chauviniem.
The.branch was, the judge. There wms no shilly-shallying
on_the queation.. T :

' 1% wam he first time the few Negroas who had

7'joined’ bagan to agaak ups It wvas the first tims that more

Nogross jolrsd. Itwas the first tims the whita members
falt the Negro question inntead of morely orating it. 1

. Noa symbolic .of a now spproach to hunan relatisns externrlly.
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. Everyons hsd & new, more real concept of tim
forces of the Amorilcan Revoluhion. ¥o one vwho was not
ready to go all the way on this could long find refuge

in the party.

4, The End of An EFoch and the AREreé.rnoe of a Kew Type
of Orpanizer: the Lovestonife i

The party was suddenly thrown into furmoil by a
spirit that emanated, or seemad to emanste, from Russia.
Since the ddath of Lenin, the econory, the state, and the
perty there had been in a contimious stete of turmoil, dur-
ing which Stalin rose to power. lembera suddenly found
thot in America they were being thrown out for "Irotskylsms
‘and the party was disintegreting rot threugh any government
persecution -= it had long slince come out lepgally and fune-
‘tioned- without any interference -- but intsrnally. The ape

- proach to the Negro Quoestion, so symbolical of what should
be the approaoch to all the most oppressed sections of the
population =-- the.mass of workers, the women, the youth =-
should heve meant the realization that the party was not,
Immane to bourgeois influences on the gutside and. mugt cone

. stently haok away at them. But there was no time for any=-

" thing like that. . . ‘ -

- Howerer it'was not "only" a Russian phenomenon.’
In the American purby it emerged in the fight againat the
appearance of & new group to leoadership called the Love-
stonites, after their leadsr, Jay Lovestons.

. The immigrants had been hungry fer the Amerleon -
types to join their ranks, ‘iell, here was an Awerican, Bub
he was not -the haréy proletnrian type. He was & petity-bour-
geois inhellectunl, They surely had net meant to sneer at
theory for they kuoew without theory the Russiun Revelution
could not have sucoceded and mointained itself, Bubt-thim
type of theory seemsd e solid deperture from Marxisn which
recognized no country mc irmune from the general laws cf
capitalist desvelomment,

But hers Lovestons said that America wes immune,
His theory was knovm as the theory of oxseptionalism,and
it led him to all sorts of fantastis schemss, such as being
drowne? almost completely in LaFollette's Farmer-Labor Parw
ty soliemos Dut whet the rank and filers hated most of all
wae the "troining to bo orgnnizers."

Herotofore organizers would go into the sweat-
shope ond learn from the workers their conditions as one
of them and wi.th them see whcther the shop could be unione
Treds Now, Rewever, they wore told to work, rot with the
mens of workers wo much es with the top leadership of the
unions There wera all sorts of flirtations wi -Eha top
Turasucracy, and suddenly the new type of organizer “for!
the workers arovse. The needle trades swarmed not only with
the rogular lobor bureauerat, bui with the special consul-
tant supplied by the lovectonltes, ard now came the now
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products a combination of woman “leader . union organizev,
and general detater.

I will take just ons typs I Lnew very well, Her
nams vag Minnie Lury. She wma a terrifio little activist
and organizer of thes same type that they all were, except
she was Areriecan, But shs teotme Lovestone's seoretary
and from him learzed to go to the shop not as any worker,
but after having besn trained to a sPeci.al skilled job in
the shop and then in the union as & "leader," He comsnious-
ly trainsd thess semi-intellectunls and of course it was
beneath them to start as a floor girl, They want dire® tly
to be an operator, Hinnie would orate to ths workers at
union meetings, and they "loved" her for just teaching
them how-to turn the switch off, whother or not you got
the workers out from the shop, aa if they did not know how
to turn the switch. She was the anticipation, end only the
antmipation of the Stalinist orgenizer., Sho was ous of

a-long line that, firet, swarmsd the peedle trades, and
with the dopression, then were everywhare,
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SECTION IT STALINISM

R

Stalinism 18 not an exolusively Russian phen-
cmenon. It is only the Russian nams for wiat we have seon
rise throughout the worid in 1933 with the destruction of
the national state s the centralization of capital, foscien,
the Plan. Panphlet #1 traced the rise of stata capitaliem
and, thecretiecally, we will trage it here again in tim mnext
sections At this point we wish to st0p a moment at lts
specifisally Russien. phydlognomy .,

No truer comentary on the Russien Revolution

vas ever made than by its grest leader, Lenin, who saw not
only the elemental foross it unlemsghed, but the barbarism
of' the counter-revolution that would

He spoke in om and the some breath of how the Russian wor-
" kers must seize power ard held out until the workers of the
advanced sountries cems to its eld, and at the same time

of the fact thet "no teckmrd stép towmrds eapitdlism would
b2 pogsibla without the nost atroviouk viclenpe rorpatrated
upon the masses,” st ’ ‘ '

3
[

o - 8talin rose to power.bscause he had the necessary
" bartariem required to reestablish capitalism once the Fur- ‘

-opean revolution lay orushed, The 'world does not stand still
end ‘onos -the - revolutioen on 8 Eurcpean scale had not succeed=
od, the counter-revolutiocn rolled ite ersesal in, But it
was & new type of ctpitelism, o total ruthlesanesa nesded

by the monstrosity .of oapitalism in 1ts deeth-agon ,

e First, to deastroy the workers' stato, Stalin and .
the Stalinists had to murder Irotsicy and nins-tenths of the .
' 01d Bolshevik Party that had leaqd the:revolution., Then
thet new ureaucra the most etrooioun violence
nly wey they could kesp the
gh the esteblishment of btur-
eaucratio tyranny,. purges, consontration oamps, GFU (NKVD
and MVD) surveillance duy and might. : o

: " Stalin rose 0 power bscauge each stage of world
cepitaliet production has posed only' fwo altermtives: '

aither the selif-activity of the workers or the Plen over ‘
the r{orlcers. Ard Ea‘.aﬁn;yngd ready to shoose the FI_anu

' The Plon, so to apeak, iu‘a% chose Stalin, for
only one vho had bsen ag disloyal as Stalin and had omuoens

troted in his hands more pover than hei knew what to do with .
(as Lenin noted in his Will) possessed the sort of ruthless-
n888 necded to turn the ciook of history baok, The Plan
stopped at nothing beomuss it was totel, and Stalin F%opped
at nothing because he way ruthless]y disloyal to the wor-
kers' stato, Together they (1) liguidated millions of
peosants, (2) tied millsons of woridrs to ¢

& torror that privote capitnal had not exsroised for it never
hed the total stats power, (3) sent other millions who hed
retellad against this totalitarisn machine to tho comsne
tration camps, ‘ -
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Clebrly something new had arrived in the warld
with the First Five Year Plan. The country to follow in
ites foobtsteps was Hitler Germany, Bureaucratism, ending
in the one-perty state, is rooted in the nesd to disoiplins
workers in product:.on.

- This exnlains also the existence of the lebor
bureaucracy Thia is the rooson vwhy the labor bureawsrate
behave as they do; it is their funotion to discipline wer-
Yerg, Tho workers feel this to bs so a&nd that is why the
white hant mtred of the. labor burecueracy, ihat they are
searching for is the type of total rovolt that will onoce
and. for all pat an end to ‘buresueresy a5 o eatap'o -= to
lebor bureaucrits, to intellectual planners a and 6 elf-ap-
po:tnted leaders. ‘ '

" This ‘mbvv quality. of .the uroletarm.t oould nct be
J fully apprnoiated ‘gvan.by, the greatem: living Hancint of the
.day -w ..:aon Trotsky,,- - ,

Pt

Ita Opponent » Trotshr .' :

. Trctsky fough{; Stnlinism from the begin.ning of

-its eppearance with tho-death of Lenin in 1924, But the
" method ‘of ‘the “atruggle- forgtold i¥s doem, for-he never once
Eurnaa %o look for ths oconomic ropts-6f Staliniam == the,
new. ouality of" state, capitgﬁsm. Rather he  denied. ita var'y
exisfonce,  Limiting his fight to the “wrong politios™. ",
Stalin pursued, he gould offer the mandés not 1g mars. than
the “right ‘politics’ and-the "right leadershipi”:. He oould
. hot open a {undemontally nsw roid for the. prolata.r:.a.t Try=

‘ing to heck its vmy out from under these totalitaria,n plan-
‘mrs, for he himself stood for.a “planned eoonomy.

0 - 0f course Trotsky the grea.t revolutiomry hailed
the! riae of the GIO end the sit-downs.in France and the
Spanish Hevolutions 3ut he colild not see the. entiraly new
quality of this revolt because he lad no conception that
there was & now ‘economio quality to the epoch .in which he.
lived. For nim the epoch had not ohanged besically from
the period of VWorld ¥War I dnd Lenin's analysis of imperial-
Asme that Trotsky tried to dowms o pressrve Leninim as

. At wos in 2917 Thus-he.still minbained that benause :

proparty s mt:.omlized . otalinist Ruaaia. ramai.nad "a
workars’ atate.';. .
. Viorld Wcr 1 did, not shoke Trotslqy f:cm hia “nlao
goai‘bion. ‘His stubborn insisteno on-the the dofense of
taliniat Russie brought no-workers to his'side, but it did
sucnesed 1n splitting the Trotslylst movement. .ﬂ:aelr. )

we wont with the Uorkers Party which had aplit
from orthodox Trotskyiem, But within s year (1941) W
found oursolves i o¢ppositlon to the majority of that parey
led by llax Schasiman, It all revelved around our new theory
of statsa-ctpltalicm, which included in it the clasa analy-
pie of the Stalinist hureauornuy.
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SECTION III A NEI DIVISION IN MARXISM: OUR BEGINNINGS

I .
1. The Theory of State-Capitalism

Threa intellectuals got together as a grouping
in 1941, One wne of European baokground theoretisally;
another wna of Russlan background theorteioally, and the
third was American. They joined forses beoauss they had all
come %o the conclusion that 8tate-oap1taliam summed up the
scononic movement of our epnoh.

Tihet distinguiahed theae- t}freo from all others
who had toyed with the idea ia, first of all, the sorious-
nees of their effort.  For ysars they continued to work at
81l agpects that-wont -into the make-up of this theory: ecan=-
_ omios, politica, philesophy. )

The one .who know. Europs was 'the ons who had work=
ed out fully the 'uheory of- state-cuplitalism aa the theory
of the modern worId. ..He . brought to it both the lcnowledge
-of Marxism and of: Europea.n ¢ivilization, , In pamphlet il .
the collapse of. the naticmal gtato. wis nnalyaed , &id. it wan
shovm how World War 1L placed «& . question mark over Buropean
oivilizotion., This knowledge went into this vew doctrins_e of
state-capitalism, At its core was the besis of'all Marxism
w~- Voluris I of Knrl Marx's Capital, that,is to sey, the
role of the worker at the- poI%é o2 wproduction, This new
Theory establichad. & continuity betwsen oapitalisn tode.y
and tha e.na.lyu*a oi‘ aapI‘EEHBm by laarx.

‘ ‘The cna who knew Pussian mde an a alyaia of the
Russien eaonomy, We.will take tiat up a little latsr when
we develop the thecry.of stato-capitnlism. Hare we ara only
tracing the first discussion anong thess thres, and the conw
tributions of efioh at that point, At that point he brought -
‘up the question of thé . trade unﬂ.on diapute .that had ocoourrmed
in-1820. He said: "I would like td study thet aspect furs
ther, bascduse it meems to me that there Lenin:.was able fo
pose -- ‘long. bafore state-oapitalism charasterized the eponh
== the task of the revolu’cionarios todayz to bo Mmranu-
15’55, not e.dministratorn. o

n

'Ihe Anorican, Tobin, saids "Yes, I have rond some
of the articlos on that debate, tut I, think that Shiynpnikow
of the "orkera' Oppoaition' grouping, not Lenin, was right
in.the three-oornerad de‘bate hstween onin, Irotoky ar}d '
Shlyapnikov .

Thus, in theoe thrua 1rd1vidunls, was 1ncorporated
not only a new stoge of, Lenivism and’ Bo). shavik organisetion
to illuminate the world of todny, Lub also & sohiam whighr, |
syndicnlism within the Marzist mcvement would create,.. 'La’dmr
on we will trace this Amsrican's development, not baveuse he
wag-once 8 member of the tonde /s tut .for the more fundaw-
mental reason that thia type of - -rot'ker-bclahev:mm ‘005
have objootive roote in Amrienn baokgrnund and honno
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is sure to reappear in one form or ancther,.. Tracing Tobin's
dovelopment will therefors stand ag & warning signal to aqgy
who think thet running into the factories, in‘ami of itself,
aoi;es the problem of intellectuals, It was the ruinntion
of Tobin.

1 In 1943 this stotoment that Shlyapnikov was right
wag mede in passing while all were intent on developing 2ll
the implicetions of ths rew theory of stats-capitalism.
State-cnpitelism is not just o econtizuous developmemt of
capitalism. It io & development of capitalism through tran-
sTormetion into opposite.

Here the comtritution mede by a new adherent with
. g apeciel training in the dimrleotioal philosophy.of Hegel
voas of infinite valuo and became part of oripimal contrib-
ution, Vhen Marx had tilt on that philosophy of Hegel,
he demonstrated the class naturs of ite principle of dev-
clopmant throush oppositicn, :

- Of all opposites joined togeth®r nome is so fun-

, damental aw the prasenpse of the working olass and the cap~
- dtalist olass within the soms modern Boclety. You chnnot
wotch the develcrment of one without watohing the develop-
-mont. of +ho other, . Thus when Lénin realized thera wms sond-
“thing new in his ‘spoch As '‘distingniehed from the capitalism
.ofv¥erx'a ddy, He-uaad-this dimleotio methed of approach

and with it wms able-to prove- sonsretely thet just as froe
competitisn had develeped: iats 1ts opposite, monopoly, so
- had a stratum of labor developed into its opposite, the -
arigstocrecy of lebor,. it was thiz whioh ocaused the down-
-~ feall of ths Second-Internstionsl, that is its betrayal of
 the interssts .off.Gto mssses,.end ito capitulation to the
bowrgeoisid, - "On the other -hand, this duality within laber,
" which brought a split -in the sdolalist ranks, wis the wery
ons viich had also’'developed: the new '!'15 of ‘revolt of thae
lowest, deepost layars of the masaes, and this made ths
Hupsian Kevolution & realitys - " '

The ona of 'Ruaaﬁn.bﬁokground here b&ian‘_kl\ia sons
h

crete onnlysis of the Russiap egonomy. It was the first time
thet an enalysis of the Rusalén economy based on first-hand
materinl was made which established the revolt o the Ruasian
workera: in the feotary &8 tha key to the need for the Stal-
Iniat police state. Ths millions in forced labor cemps are
the trie measurs of the nover-ending resistence of the Rus=
sian.workera ¢o ths Russian rulers in the state snd in the
motoq/. Had the revolt not heen so persistent, ths terrer
wouldn't have besn o violent. Nobody'wants te put millions
of people in concentration camps, . :

. © This is vha't.disbinguished our prouplag from all
other etate-onpitaliat groupingss The others had analyssd
only the terror of Stalin, and the development. of the ocene-
tralisation of capital,. Thare they atoppsd. They did not
ses the revalt ‘'of ths workérs which {s thé btasis of any rew-
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olutionary pespeotive. They wers'blind to the strugrle
of the Russia i workers and the Eurcpsan workers as wsll,
Europsan workers btuilt the tremendous resintsnce muss
movements to faselsm, but thay saw in it s "retrogression”
to the nationnl state. Their theory was called the theory
of historlcal retrogression, and we. will have more to say
on it when we coms to deel with the Workers Party vhich
"took over” this theory, It was the begimning o«f the end
of that party as & revolutiomary grm‘lping.

The decisive point is: what is nsw in an epooh?
What recessitates, gives rise to, a2 mw theary? ¥hat rela-
tionship doss it have to the objective situetion, that 15,
the reality of the dayt For 1n the firal aralysis, unless
a theory dosa correspond to roality, it is no earthly good

to enybody.

. Grent historical orises, like World War I end
World War II eren't just accidenta. These violent oute
bursts thot shake the worid o its foundetions donit just
‘happen. Thers woa e century of pescs batiween the erd of
Hspeleon's day to the firast world war, Yhore was only a
short pericd betwoen that and World War 1I, It was short
because the holocaust on the tattle field had done nothing
to change the chaos in produotion, btut rather exscerbated
it so that the short peace brought it right into’the long
deprossion and fipally var. And we are in a more violont
end total meas now pracisely because nothing basic has
changed in the mode of production and mode of labor.

: 1% 35 the mode of produstion, the relatioms of
- the two tmsic classes at the point of production, vhich
dominate all aapoctd of sooiety, political, and sooial az-
“wall ae goenomic. The relations of production in anmy sooi-
oty de-ermine, shaps, put théir stamp on all other relations.
" Az mroduction expends and is bureausratized, so in it with
all other spheres of gocial activity., The mest impertent
“-is governnent. . Govermment today consists of vast adminise
© trative buretucrancies ¥nich in mny large country oomprise
~millions  of of'ficials abd funotionmsries, the majerity of
whom grow and multiply by the same nseds and prooadurss as
they do.in produptions They exist for the sems purpose,
to disoipline the populetior in general, and are essenti.-

" ally es uselesa. | . L.

.7 'Hodern scals production, the dally olass atruggle
in the plant, the cooperative labor of thousands werking
togother in the highly organized and cemplicatad und soi-
entific processes of modern technology, sonorots knowlsdge
- of the labor buresuorasy =- these are thoe foundetions '0'1'1;&
understanding moderr sooiety, and thersfora _9_? .g_'naerata -
Ing Morxism, -

Essentially, what Marxist theary does is show
that everything depends upon the relativnship between the
two fundamentnl classssi the capitalist olasm and the work-
ing olass. Since one 38 the demirant class, amd the othar
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the op..sed, it is matural that the impvlses thot wash cleus
gets irrom the objective movement ~- in production ond in
politics -=- are entirely different, oppesed, The point that
a Marxist must never forget is that all political tendencies.
in turr, peb their impulses from oms of thesc two dominant
claEses, Thet is, why & Farxist Wwho Tails to amalyse the
esconomio situation in str-ct relationship to the revolt of
the workers is lost, He falls, He must rall into the bour-
geois trap for in thought, 88 in production, there nre only
two Insic modess that of the chApitalist class cr that of the
proletorinta Thias mede of thought, or theory, gets its test
is proved right or wrong, lty the movement of societfy of
which it is on integral part.

The theery. of stote-capitalism tested i%solf nguinst
the renlity of the day, by estiblishing the following:

1, Thet it wnz o world-wide phenommenon. Russica
state-copitolism, it is true, wosn't like the Americen, e
the Lmerican New Deanl wnin't like ths British Labor Party

. ©yps of eapital, nor the British -like the German linzi oue
tarchic structure. Not exnctly. Nevertheless, in nll the
_,vorieties the centrolizdtion of capitel hd reached such pro-
P Tportions Hiiat all ~- those vhere state intervention was only
= v ptreidland Hiose wheie the &tnte hnd achieved full control
;. *"Vovér the sconomy -- all reyenliéd 'that wo hod entored a new.
“ |, epoch in history, s basieqlly different from thot of Lenin's
. . dmperialist’ epoch,“cs Lenin!s epoch was from tho competitive
' 'sooriomy. thHat ohordotérifed the period of Morx. . )
T < .2s The differcrice 1oy in'the following: whero
¢ -7 the development 'of Intermitiondl sopitalist monopolies in
0 pre=World ‘Wer.I' doys lod td tho wor and o new redivision of
.71 .kho” world;-tho movément of oentralization of cupitcl preced-
. Jdng World Wor I1 had renched such gigantic propertioni that -
¢ T-only vost stote-copitdlist trusts on a continental and inter-
" oontinontnl sedle (Hitlér's Europe, Stalinist-dominated
. Birepe tnd Ecstern 4sin, 'Ama:'-icng Loould even cttempt to
7 eantrol it, tnd they fallod. | | . -

SeTE ] ?heproblem todnv'is ,ole!'.rly no longer ono of
... divigion end redivision of tho wérld mrketa :

7 - Tho preblemis ane jof complete mstory of the
'gorld'_]:_'g ona"gf ‘Yo gront. poworst Russin ond The United
coBEEede T LT L . T

‘With this tondenoy to centralizntion of ecapital

on n world scnle, thoro is o chonge in Labor's ranks, The .
truth thnt the Spoiel Domooracy betrayed the proletorint

in Vorld VWinr I rs’the minin sooinl support of copitalism

wns noclysed in '‘pamphlet #l. The truth of today is thob the

bankruptoy of opithlist scolety today is such thot 4% can
.~ oconvinue 0 1ivo only Boonuso tho Lobor bureoucracy hes in-
c oronsingly dubstituted its0LT Ior EBho ooapitnlist olugs in
. . Ehc provess ol .protuoction Jt88ils.
The working class of Amorica bore the brunt of

tho burorucrepy's rondy "no_strike pladge" during World Var
I1 nand’ tho hatrod of the m:sées for the labor buretusracy

R L
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then grew to o white heat. This, then, is what is involved:
How onn labor froo itsolf from this ootopus-liks lakor bLur~
oauortey thnt is right at the proscas of production to dig-
ciplino 1%t doy in rnd doy out, hour in andt hour sut s Ord ev-
ory mimute of tho hour? That 4s what tho mhgses wers searphe
ing for in tho gront strike movomonts thnt follored the end
of Vorld Wor II, The wild-ontting, tho mushrocming of rank
crd £ilo committocs ogtinst thoe bebor bureaucruay, so vive
1dly doscribed by tihnt Inbor-hntor, Vietor Riescl, is what
chtreectorizos tho warking closs of today. Its role in I'O-
dustion propnrod amd stcoled it for this role of TG o
denth opponont of tha lnbor turcauoracy, It is not depon~
deit upon nny thoory o find thnt rolo ar that read., But

o Merxist, not so situnted in the lebor process, oannct find
this rond oxecopt by Marxist thuary, That is whot he lives
bye If he dousn't, dogororttion mmits him,

Tho greatost proof of that is what happenad to
Loon Trotsky, tho grontest rovolutionnry Marsist living ot
the timo, tho very om who headed tho only existing ravoluyw~
tionrry opposition to Stalinism throughout. the psriod of
1828 to 1940, . -

Trotaky drow o division betweon the 8telinist bur-

+, esuorncy ~ad itsolf, But he drew this division not alome

" eless lines, To him STeliniem was Bot The mew fhes oF the -
e85 gnomy -= stoto eapitolism ond its totnlitorian ‘plan-
-ning --~tut only o usurping, Juxury=loving bursnuerncy who
ked tho wrong policios, All thaot wns sseded under the oire
cumstnnoos woe to have the right policies ond n self-saeri-
ficing londorship, . ‘

. Trotdkyism triod to prosorve Lorinism, s it s
i 1917, 7Thus it mrintnired that, dospite Staliniem, Hussin
Tem:inod o workors' stita beccuse its property wns mationnl-
izod and the economy. vas. plenned, He. wns thereforo powerlnsas
“to.fight it nt its root, C

In opposition to tho mothod ‘Lenin used to find out

- Wart wns now in his epoch thnt SRused the. downfall of &he
horotofors Merxist Intornntiennl (the Second}, Trotaky stube
bornly mrintninod thore was nothing now in our eposh to din=
. tinguish it from tho epoch of. imperinliist monopoly eapital
of ilorld War. I.. Ho oould not #ind the class moture of Stnle
. inism boenuse ho hnd not found the state-copitalist noture
of -our epoche lonin, on ths other band, looked for the
- onture of his opoch procisely bectuse he wnntod to find the
cconomic roots, of the botraynl of the masses by the Soclal

omoornoy, Without the ¥hy of thie phenomenal betroynl, he
would not only have bocn reduced +o mme=o0lling, og had
Trotsky, but, whot is veatly more important, he eould not
have found the now foross. for tho mew typs of Favolt 4Rt
would tako pleue daspito the bobroyals und Would oomo from
& now layer of tho population, the lowost, doopeat mnases in
opposition to the cristuornoy of labor which wos the boais
of tho Socond Intornationnl,
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2, Trots; ism. Orthedex nd Otherwiso

. . Wrotsky would not fight Stelinism as the olnss
onemy boctuse he did not heve the theory of stote oupital-
ism~ 4&pd preciscly boccuse he d 4 not fight Stallnism os
that clrss enemy of the proletorint, as Lonin ked fought
tho Seceicl Democrncy ns the lnokeys of onpitolism, all his
policics were camplotely ineffectunl, and his fighting come
%o nrugnb. Not only thet. He hod no theory whish would
heve propered him to see tho new fypes of rovolt. Quite
the eonirory, he wis viniting merely for a repotitlion of the
Sceinl Demoerncyls typo of botdoyrl -- refusel to seize
power -« to ropent itsclf in this war, with only the east
ef chorneters chenged: the Commun:st Parties would this time
erpitulrte orch to its awn bourgocisio, UTrotskyism (the
Feurth Internaticnnl) would thon "tele cver” and Jeod the
workers to power- And ho kopt nssuring evoryona thot the
workers aera more and sore rovolutionnry. This optimlam wra
not- ot all infeedicus-proecisoly beccuse tho optimism stem=-
med not from his %hoory, but from his faith, His theo
hold that the workers wore bonstoantly being duped the
Communist Partios and it nooded Trotakylsm to expese tha.
truc moture of Stolinism. But. while Trotskyism was “expos-
ing"™ Stclinism. ‘he hot-so-duped workers wore revoelbing
agninst nll crpitniisms, privote or state, ond Stalinism
B GTUSHing LMo, proletorinn revolutions, wWhorever.the

Fod Eomy mrched, from Polund €o Gormony, there the revole
ution lry erushed, not boccuse the Staliniats didn't toks

" powb¥, it hoctuse troy dide -

. . In-cppositionto-thisa mevement of the workers,

Trotsky's thoory of Rucsin remaining, despite its degenern~
. tlon, noworkars! sinto, led him to osll for the defonso of

Russin +.t tho .cutbronk of Yierld vicr 1I, ~This led, not teo

the oxpostire of Stalinism, but to tho split within Irotsky-

ism itscif. Vo, ng individuels, (for there wne no state-

onpitnlist tundoacy 1n Trotoxyism in 1940) followed the .

Workors .Party, hotdod by Mox Schtotman,. out of the Social=-

ist Workers Perty wnioh rotoined its orthedoxy. - -

Orthodex Trotskyism hold together +51l the eond

of the vor not so much bectuse of the theory of Russin ne

o workor's gstnto -- Rusaoin vms ofter nll & far-awny lond

rrd nothing they could de hore would affeot it -- but bo=

couse of tho intornrtionnl porspective of world rovelution

vhich would rosult vhmon the Communist Partiss capliulated

bo private ocpitelism nnd Trotskyism would "take over." But
- the Comnunist Pertios did no sush thing anywhere in the world.

Whero thoy hod to, thoy soized powor and nt the some time

crushod tho workors® revolution. It wusn™€ S+alinism that

disintoproted. It wons Trotskyism.

Vihat hoopons in overy great historiecl orials is
thise 7The ruling elso, which did overything to prapors
~tho wor and knawn this is o fight to the ond, not alone
With thu deolarad cnomy on tho outaide but above that with
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tho ecloss opy onont within, 1obflizes itsolf somplotoly te
hrvo its idooLogy, Th it 1s its thinki » bo the dominant
onc in the ntsion ns n whole, The wo:isting eloss opposed
to the struggle with the outside eremy in which it has
nothing te grin, amd internclly where it hos o lot to goin
looks for an ideclopy, or comprohonsive view of life, which
would correspond to ita instinotive esire %o reconstruct
society on now beginmdings. Before Werld War I, the clones
division in Europe in any ease ws so elear, in thought
&8 in production, that everyonms hnd oxpoetod the Soeinl
Demooracy to be the ome to lsed the fight agoinst the im-
© periclist vor. Instecd, Its fortrosses of frade unions am
prréy copitulnted entiroly, folded up like a houss of cards.
Sceirlism, the Morxism of tho doys boforo World War I, be- -
troyod beeruse it itself was corroded frem vd thin by tho
firistocricy of labor, which trose with menopoly copitaissm
and sworprofits end which hnd beceme its tusis, Leninism
roplecod the Socinl Domoerccy cs tho ideclogy of the decp-
e3t, lowost masses thnt wos the more oppressed by monopnly
ond ty this labor nristoertcy. It wos this new Iiyer thot
. ghve birth to n now type of revolt,

Stoto-copitnliag thoary utilisod the Leninist
dicloetiocl mothod of nover separating the econemy {rom
1rbore If the low of the contralizetion of oepital is being

-drivon to tho ultixnte limits, so ia the law of the soociaol-~
izetion of lobor. ‘ .

The eocinlizction of lebor is not a mere quostion
of resistauce to cintralized oopital, It contnins within
itsolf tho positive olomemts of the now society. Once yom
see this in production, you con ses it everywhere, Unloss
Yyou soo it in preduction, you onn see it aowhere, ard con .
nevor understard whet is mednt by the ¥arxist contention
that tho workers aro the most cdvansed oloss in society,
Ons of “ho dirficulties in the way is that many of the idecs
of e mling elese porsist in the minds of workers evon up
to the moment of tho rovolution. It is only cfter the first
greet outbrock thrt tho mrsscs bogin to bring thoir cneryios
nnd thoir yenrs of thought tnd disecussion o bear upen the
probloms thot fooo them. Then, stage by stoge, thoir own
olrngs idons nnd oless progrom ripidly unfolds. No single
humin boing or porty oould havo predictod, for less orgnne
izod tho Soviet. No ono could hnve guesged that it vas com-
ing until it oomos But it is obvicus thnt the Russicn vor-
kers were in thoir own wny and cmong themselves ooming to
the' conclusion that thoy wnnted somothing more than parlice-
mentrry demoorncye Vho in 1936 whon Lowis and Green wore’
proposing and countor-proposing $u A.F.ofl, ocouneil halls,
Jhe could hivo forsoon tho gigontic aetdons ond tho site
covn strikos which brought the C.I«0.? Nobody. Absolutely
hobody, Still more, did cnybody conceive thtt Ameriocan
workers wamtcd to have o systom whorety thoy would deside
tll gricveneos on the apot by immodiate discussion, and if
tho omployors did not agreo, immodintsly walking off* the
Jobi Yot thet is whele thoy wore thinking while Ragsovolt
wna mesing the NuR.Ae ond Groon and Lowse wure arguing,
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It is alwoys vory hord 4o forase those things, im-
possible to forsce nll of thom, Yot today bourpgecis sce-
iety is in n vory advonecd stngo of doeny, and despite tho
supori'leicl dominnnee of bourgeois idenas, it is pesaible to
s06 wrmistolnbly whnt tremondous end world-shaking passions
lio behind tho rostleossness ond the bitternosa of the work-
ing clnzs. )

—
= g,

It is thoso new forces and now possions ovorywhere thnt
Lonir knew would burst forth in o new type of rovolt, al-
though ho did not cnd could not hove known that it would
toke tho form of sovicts, Despite Trotsky's revolutiomry
feith ho ocould not soe these. Nore than that. He wna so

up with the old form of nntiomnlisation of property
end ploancd cconomy thet he, or rather his follewers, first
found themselves bedprrtners with Tito, ond now are the
hepdmnidens of Stelinism itselfs The logie of theory, we
sec, 1z beyond tho intontions of ony individunls or group
of individunls., It hed not only its extornal form, but wos
corroding tho porty from within. It ia this life that we
como to nowe ' ‘
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SECTION III - B - The Life of The State~Capitalism Grouping

I Education, Pro anda, Agitation: 5' naw addition to
B QT_rP%EaEshfg—_ﬂ"_g : -

- An original theory such as that of state capitalism does more
than explain the world and th™e national politieal scene., It has
been. elaborated by mature politicos and it creates, so to speak,

a political tendency. . - :

Cur theory had brought us into immediate eonflict with the majo-
rity of the ,P. leadarship - led by llax Shachtman. He had, in the
meantime, elaborated a theory of "bureaieratic collectivism", This
theory, at first, actually flirted with the idaa that bureaucratic

. collectives were a progressive phenomenon because the property

was nationalized and the economy was plamned. It became an enigna
why in that case he broke with orthodex Trotskyism. . Then this

Same theory veered to the other extreme and said that Stalinism was
the most reacticnary Phenemenon in the world,

*IF- s But -these gecming extremes were only opposite sides of the same
¢ -going -.i;hq,_genui,.ne]_.y Trotskyist ‘concept that it was property forms,
- - not.production relations, which distinguished historic epochs from
f1: ong. gnother, ' Like orthodox Trotskyiam, it was a priscner of
SR - rnationalized property” and blan.. But,. where orthodox Trotakyism with
T b dts.concept of, workof's' state kept vearing toward Stalinism,
o' . - Shachtmanite: Trotskyism,  with its concept of the backwardness of the
Difeod 2A'.!neriqa_r;_,‘yrqg)kerb,. kept veoring toward the other pole of world -
© T icopitaly Ametican Impereslism, It was governed by the theory of
0 o "historical Fotrogreasient, : - The authors of that theory said that

'.";--:thc--.deger_;ér"at_,i_qn‘ of beirgeols  soclety moant alsc th e degeneration
i+ of, t.he,.gpro:l.ata{_iajb'.‘ R :

Our conceptiom Was thp exact-opposite, o said that the
degradation of bourgeois sosiety was due to the maturity and L
Broerpe cwq; .of, the_pqul,ptnriat.. There wore all the clemonts of.a head-on
: 6ol sion _];b?:weér’!,.':!‘:h_"‘a-wo Folitical -tendencics within the W,P.
e N R, :
u e gl had gFGin Trom-3 to 15, but we. as yot had no workers in our
s tendoncy, . Wa wore, howevar; ‘beginning to find our roots in the

R +o'United Stdteas 'Vid wrote Educatien, Propaganda, and Agitation -
., Anithis o Gullind-a progran Tor the TNstiemt e,

.

C . Bolshevism has to bo translated

~-into Amorican: terms!’ Histopicai matorialiam, the Marxian econg-

~-Mie analysis] “tho'role -ofi the party, the relation betwoeen

.- démoeracy dnd socinliam, tho, rolation between tha trade uhdon

...-and_tha party,’ rof'ormism and revolution, the role of Soceial

. Pemoeragy,: the theory of: .the atato, the inovitability of

.-sgclalism: avory single-ong of those can ba taught, devolopad,
:2nd donanstrated ffom the: Aworican econonle, sooial, and

Politicnl' dovolopmint. The Amerdocan Hevolution, the Civil

far, : tho. knights of Labor, tha Populist Movement, the

Southern-gconomyy:, the - tromondeus his tory of the C.I.0.; the

developrent of tho two' majer parties, tho Wilson adninistration,

© tho New Desd, the N.R.Aq, the American dollar civilization,

L)
e

' .'"E'_w,r_ary"j:riﬁciplo and practice.ef

i
W i iy ]
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the decline of the American Seeialist Party, Bugenz Debs, John
L. Lewis, the Marsist analysis of all this is the materisl of
our propaganda, of the crecation of a Bolshewism vhich will
break a path for us to the Ameriean masses. Tha ideas and
principles of Harxism must bo boldly and uncomproamislngly
presented to thecAmerican workers,™

"American or nothing" suinmed up that section and incvitably
brought us from the question of theory to the question of
.organization. It was entirely fantastic to believe that we or the
sel's O The S.W.P. or both together would build the AmeTican mass
party: . - - '

.

"Groups of ‘est Virginia miners, ¥est coast sallors, Pittshurgh
Steel workers, all sorts of 'left! formations will coalesee in
tine and harmor out a unified organization, . They will bring
their qualities. Our task is to ferm such a strong nue us
that thé ‘codlescence will takeé place arcund us, or even that
dozs not-take pliace, pur speeial contribution will be Marxism -
and the theory and pragtice of Bolshevism, But to de this we -
have to gather: a micléus of thousands, .off 752 will be kmerican
viorktrs, men and. women,, instinctively hostile to ‘bourgeois
socioty, who are wor]‘tdrs’,"'h."w‘e'=been-ﬂqx‘kerq;,_and“ﬁho have
no ckher prospect in.life.except to be woikers ' They and -

- QLY theéy can build .a Mass pasty: -They aro: the only real pro-

- pagindad s and lazitators, dayaf tuy - day, ! :"'r-h - .

R R P BTy R IR A vy i
e,y That? wagtiohl, 7Aen Yo had firat.elashed, Wit the leadership
e and, theory' of"th o Wels ,in 1941 it concorned tha 16le of the :
| ¢ dtussian workeT at.the poiat gf “production. By’ A543, the Eurepean
.- mpsses ff‘ds:‘q'i'n*tha :groat. resigtance movements tq aseism, and in
Aperica thé nilners; camg out ‘in & génoral strike "altlough we wore
in thé'midst of a world warh “If thesame yoar that-the miners chal-
longed not only the mina-ovwméts: but the:capitalist stats, the
*  lgvernment, the Negroes rose up in'-‘great.demﬁnstrdtions in Harlem
* and in De'trodit: - But. the W.P. was so bound and gagged by i.ts own
thnery of historiecal ‘retrogrossiof, YWy.its concept that the workars
were hackward, ‘that-it could not _’gree:tfthcsn,iqunts in a manner that
would get it a substantial’following.-: They attirdcted only 50
Eegglc to a moeting on the miners, They saw: (rp.thi?‘f now at all
in.the Negro struggle, e, on the contrary, hati"kafled it as o
ov gbage comparable to the miner's struggle-in its own way, This '
rodght is iour Lirst prolotarian reeruits: two .Negro women proletarians.

. Education, Propa andn and Ag tation L :f'!':fl'ought us also .
our T 55 gt Whito producty i Vorkar,
e ‘Thisge now workor eldhonits who wore Joining our tendaney wore
Tinding 4% difficult to got along with tho mombors of the VP,
althdugh they themselves,.gs they ware broaking fram bourgools
. soclety, had beon attractgd to-the W.P. and.that is how we mat
Y thhr.'m' : . . . s :-‘ o o R I .

five in

- IRV ‘ L DA _", P '
... Amohg tho.majority tondongy it.nll beeamo a big joke how
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"only raw workers" wore Joining our tendency. Previously the —..
oppositc was whispered about: we werg "just" thporelicians and know
nothing about real pelitical 1ife. - The youth had beon warned not,
to take a cless in CAPITAL led by us because, it was said, we

wera making it “sound" as if it were a treatise on stato-capitalism,
Newt it was "Yonly the raw vorikers", white and Negro, and it was

the womkn, "just because" ono of the leaders of the tondency was

a voman, whose joining us supposedly made us subjects for their
ridicule.

Meanvhile, it became clear that all new layers in the pariy -
rank-and-file workers, white and Negro, women, the youth ~ had
become restless. So blind are leaderships of small radical groups
isolated from the grcat mnsses of the workers that they had no '
conception at’ all that the restlessmess in.the party was a reflectien

of the general stirrings on th™ ocutsids,

-« But while the - ‘third layer elements were reflecting the revolt
of the masgos outside,” th™c leidership was refleeting tho pebty
boufgois and even outright bourgesis conceptions. A head-on
- €oIlisIon within th™b party was .on the way. -
A committeeman of ‘a uniion vtio * joined our tondenecy at that time
quickly became Part ‘of“our-leadership.: The anatysis of the
labor burcaucracy was, of course, an integral part-of our theory .
of state-capitalism. But now, with the addition of this new
leador, for the first:tims our resolutions pdcame permeated with
the same feeling against the burcaucracy as that which pormeates
... the Amorican worker to whom this is not a thecretical question -
* but a mattor of “the ¥ery conditiofs ofuis 1ife and work, Thus
the new lezder contributed to tha:Amer’ icanization of Bolshevism,
‘mot justin general’ but in. the concrete;. e

i

i T R T PSR STt s et
"o o oIurking in my head, ds lurks invevery. Amarican worker!s
- hioad; bnd’ 3£7si 16 a™ degree-you’just can't explain ~ is this
. ""phenemencn of biireaucrdey, ' A werkor thas. a prefound instipct -
~ a profound distrust of the ‘Bureducracy and a hatred of the burge
eaucracy that'!s teyord ddseription.":.: P '

o7 So active and 1ivc isithe actual hatred of tho American worker

: agdinst th ¢ labor burgancraey, ‘contifved our heow leader, that ha

" lotally isolates aryond who is in anyway-éonnocted with it,

.including also the committesman:: . - - S
o : R TR i N
"There .is, a-sonse of igolation and ‘alicnation. I mean yeu just

- don't fool.a part, ofthom. /They.won't It you foel a purt of

- them, -You just’feal that thoy Just separate you. Tho anly

. time I ever experience a senso of irtsgration with them is
during wild~cats.’ That's tho.only.time;- And 18111 last for
saveral wooks after a lot of wild-catss: In many ways thoy will
"Bhor  c  a'térrific respect for me.and an admiration. Dut
thon, aftor 2 or 3 wecks, it conpletely disappears and that wall
comos up again. And I've only boen eble to break thut wall °
down whero, over a period of Yyuars, I'vo besn abla %o talk with
cortain workers, discuss and uxchange ideas, There thay
understood cloarly that I play a certadn role in production
because of the objective nncossity, and.that alse I have
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certain other ideas with which they agree.”

From the-sfart what was involved in the fight within the
WP, -as Tater within th'o &WP, was the total olindness of those
parties to the clements of the new acciety in the impulses,
thought.s, and struggles ofthe workers, especially the American
workers, today, not in the millenium, but teday. :

Thore thby looked upon Ilonano, the white production worker
who had joined us and began's to tell us his story of the daily
©. 1ife in the factory, as bacierard, our leadership wrotes:

 nhe profundity of Komano's contribution lies not in making
ary now discovery but rather in seeing tho obvious - the
constant and daily raging of the workers against the degrading
and oppressive conditions of thoir 1ife in the factory; and,
.. at the same.time, their creative and clementzl drive to. -
‘reconatruct soclety on a new and higher level.”

. This head-on collison .with the party leadership which was on
-its way has' to be.seen in the context of the, doveloping cbjeetive
movement ) Toward: that end we are'making no distinction betwecn the
tworparticos. | e - "

- et L

- I1 i e-Rarie and File Yorker .

In'195% our pank. apd £ilo voted unaninmously: to leove the SiF.
‘Never: beforc had ther & been:a cide of a spllt frau an organization
that claimed to be- revolutionary which had not produced a schisn 21so -
in the grouping ab out to split, especially worker-nembers, vho,

being organized,, united, -and dis¢iplined by .the very pracoss of
production,  shaw anp amaring stick-to-it-ivonoas. o ‘organizations
which. have. poifited, the road.away from tha oxploitativey degrading
. capitalist-spciety. We. soon: found ‘out that the uiprecedented
.action’éen the part of the rank and Tite was due to tho fact that
they had found their #'opmates to be morc revolutionary than th™e
so-called rovolutionariss in the ISHP. - . o : o
: e renlize nex not only that the nombers of .- our tondency had ..
not lLeft tho Bocinlist movemont by loaving the SP, hut noither
had the hundreds who had walked out of ‘the SUP-VIP in disgunt those
past 10 years with, what secmed %o us then, nowhere to go. IS
cleor now that they wer e rejoining their class. -The F were :
continuing their scarch for ‘z party which would show thum that in
Its Intarnal 1ife it.1s ab tho opposit o ole of thc Lile In the
#oRLT outsido, pepocially -on thg mattor ofthe relation of Fho wen
of power and au%ﬁority and the groat mass.of poepie. .

*This, i}j’ﬁépé,‘.ié,zthé.p:"oblom‘of our age: how to keep in the
age 'of “stito-capitalish the relations. betwoen leaders and ranks
free from the buroaucratism that ‘parvadoes “the whole of socioty.

v
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The worksr has a righ t to know the answor particularly since it is
in his own instincts and impulscs that the answer lies. All that
he Fash& do 15 to huve conlidonce in himsclf: knew that he did the
right thing in walking out of the party where Rt saw this
burcaucratism paralyzing it, and demand that an, organization that
claims te be revolutionary bo ~organized in h.'ls imaga. To help
him to do that we must first take up the obJéctive situntion, to
show why his impulses are so correst and yeti why they must be
organized into a todal ponception.

First the objective situation:

"Every stage of capitalisn has its own particulmr class relations,

. Ve are now in a new stage, the stage of state.capitalism,
‘This stage is distinguished by the fact that buscmucrsey is
“the only means by which the capita.h.st, class can hold its
pO‘WBr-

"But ‘in th:..a burcm. c:,' “the L.bcr burcacracy is deeisive. In
..each ¢ountry it has spoc:.fic forms, : In the United States the -
"'struggle is centered in production.. = - .

"The workers all over the world have learnt or are learning
... that a mera victory-at the pells or nationalization of industry.
. iy noti enough. :They disirust ond fear and hate burcaueracy.
. They do not. want; good Trotekyite bureaucrats instead of bad
hauthaqitq or bad Stalinist bureauerats,” They want to
subst:.t.ut.o a@ system :.n which bnreaucracy as such,,."

] it

. ...doas not. ex:u.st. The only systcm wh:.ch rrom its very nature
“excludes burpauerscy from the start is the Leninist worker's
state, as wo siw in:detail in pamphlet #. The workers in the
United Statos are ready to listen to this for thay understand
the problcms of prdduction better t han any cther warnngolass.

':. It is nQCUSSdrI to beg:.n with productionn

Th™e capitalists are primarily interested in uni ntcrrupted
production- thgir way, - Tha worker ‘warits. to prodiuce under eonditions
whur'o he can decide vhat is to.boe produeed and h"ow it is to be
. producéd, vhere:he can do.the-work he 1ikes, and most important of
gll, where he krows that his warth is recognized and that he is
playing an important and necessary role.

Under present condt).ons, the mont powerful and at tho same

time the.most frustrating tendency ofithe workors is to produce

and to coaperate for production as litt}.e as pogeibla. The
workers roaliza that o cersain minimum of production on thoir part
is necessury in.their ‘own intercst, Thoy also realizo that they must
- not produce above the minimun. They therefore agree among them-
. selves to.sut .such: production quotas as will subject then to

as. 1littlo explcitat icn a3 possiblo, 'This gets thom into immediate
and constant conflict with thu enpitalist elnos and the labor
bureaucracy which is thore to koep thd. workers 11 to the muchino
and tha eontract, Tho rosult is porsibtont wild-catting. As one
labor-baiting journalist, Victor Rivsel, put it:
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"Wheraver you travel you find sirikes, costing millions in
pay and profits, forced by the hothuads down bolew - without
consulting th™ o responsible union leaders .~ becauso & forc-
man roprimanded. a man in his divigion; or a chap wasn't
guaranteed speeial pay. Or somoong was snifted to a new
departmont.  Or there was a lack of new tools. Therc's an
argument and out waiks fhe entire department, idling thousands
in other sections,n

That is Ancrican socicty today, The men walk out over and over

agian apparently for nothing, and they do this beeruse they arn

sick of the wholo system. One fday, despite the strangichold of the
labor burcaucracy, all are going to walk out at.the same time and then
the systom will never be put together again in the sane way. g

A1l this is happening in imericen society today, and 21l this
¥as posed by Marx some 85 yaars ago, - Marx was able to “prophasizen
. so precisely by the gimple method of drawing to'a cohclusion the -

maverent of capitalist. producticn itsclf, Harx .did not minco his
words, He said that uhlnss ‘the workers, every worker, beeamg a
. highlyeskilled educhted individial,. bringing all his force and his
o encrgies. to proriuct-i‘pn' and all othaor sccial activities, the socloty
of modern indust ry would codlapse: I .

Dy AET .

toeon - LS L " s .,, Y !
- "It becomes 4 Hiastion of life and dedth for dociety to adapt the
.. Tiodd. of .praductisn to_the nommal functioning of this law,
: 'lodern dndustry’indecd compels society, under penalty of death,
©7.7 ta. replace, thitddtail’ rr_p?ﬁgn- of today, erippled by a life-lon
. Topotlition.of:oncand the same trivial speration and thus
" Paduced to a more fragment of a man, by the fully-developed
individual £i% for a varic ors,
.. ©f production, " and tiywhom the
", .performs are but so many modes of givi
Lo '"h:*"!"ﬁl-anﬂ‘m#"d powarg,n . 1o

T "

re *IC . FIIEE B .

U ther the powors of the workers. arg-relecsed from the Stranglae
~hold of capitalistic-production whoYe” ho is nathing but an appendage
to a machine, or society will continue an 1ts rush to the- abyss,

- " This Trotskyism could not_camprehend, ‘Tii study d-rcles. it
- viould be 6 it ollowed becausc it was

This is it in a nutshell. .

. Totodly vpposad to all this.is the political attitude of thg
gemuine rank and file who comas ints-the party. He is the .one whe
leads tho wild-cat 8trikes, symptomatic of -$he T
" bureaucracy. Ho 1gisooking to build caususes to'win posts in uniona,
' 'Ho is Serking primarily 3 revolutionary ‘sdcislist orgenization in

‘which he will gain knowlcdgo, tho understanding, Ythe. Mseipline and
tho associations which will Tortify and devolop him in his instinctive

At - v PR EET . .
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hostility to bourgeois society. He is serious abnuf. building the
party as a basis for a naw.way of 1ife. The WP-SYP wero geared to
demoralize hin ami in the end to drive him away.

"+ He finds nothing, &ind limited, handieapped, circumseribed
as we have hecn, we have heen able to deornStrate that new,
inexperienced comrates amd friends without 1>ng experience of
- Marxdsm, trained and educated by us, heve been able to pnrticipate
"in various spheres of the class gtruggle as effectively as any
others ip the party « 4in simila ¥ eircumstances.

In Detroit when the pension scheme came up, the STP bugicd
itself as usual with the polities of a few penndcs more. One
vorker who is very sympathetic with our ideas taok the flsor against
- Heuther. He told him: "You got $100. HMaybe you shoul? have got
$110., Maybe others would have ounly. got 590. That is your affair, .
la are no't interested in that. That we are interested in is that )
¥ou ha've consistently given away to the company tha privilépgos bhat
this union had won in its early days of struggle, privileges
| of controlling our ovm production,” That is what we w2 nt hazk.
©ii¥n shall never be satisfied until wa got it", Reuther was deiven
‘to the defensive. The pension discussion became a debate beiween
-‘Reuther and.this worker a™nd wont »n from mecting to naeiing. .
““o many Reltherites were supporttig the worker that Heuther had to
say: that a}tﬂpugh these  ideoas were correct, the time wag not yet ripe.

<+ The WP-SYP }istinpd. to neuther more than o thistype of worker,
© Yet 3t was preciSely this type of worker whn begane an-integral

-+ part of .our leadorship an"d with whom we went . to ever deeper

strata of .the proletariat. It.wus this fypoivho introdused Komansts
" -panphlet to which wé referred:ta ahdve and with which we +wish tu
v deal again naw,” ' . ‘
T ¢ In the' Infierinm period botwean leaving the WP and re-cntering the
4 8NPy wo published THE AVERICAN YORKER. This-pamphlet consistod of

- ro'two,ports, one pa Tt being. written by the production workar and the .

- other by one of ocur 't eorctieal laaders who ha™¢ special training
© vdn the Hegellan philosophy... .- . a ’

Part 1 was a deseription of 1ife in tho factory. It was a sort
of ddary of a rank and file worker in a mass profuction industry.
It shovmd at oné and the same time, the rdogradation of the worker by
"+ the capitalilstic process of lahor ane comrunity of ldbor botween the
.workers themselves, Precisely bocause the ecosperative bond betweecn
the workers themsclves is stronger than this slavary, there is in the
croperative lubur process the clemets of tho pew sncicty. lomano,
for oxample, showor! how, vhenaver the worker sneaks away, e ine
vestigates ths. uther sections of the plant boeause of thelorging
Lo vision the whole of vhich he is a part; how the wS rker's crpatie
vity.1s oxpressed in what was knewn as "Government Jobs" w jobs fnr
hinself on wrnpnay time; and how he wants to be not a eng in a nechine
- but an all-round man. '

‘Part IT was 2 Iphi:ln.scphqﬂ. analysis of tho new Soeial
individual arising in tho faétory in opposition to the trade
union buracmeracy: . . )

"Tolny, in all strata of socleoty, a soarch is aZning on for the:
way to croato a world, one wo rld, in which men ecan live as soetul
and creative individuals, where they ea n live as all-rouml men
and not just as avorage men. Out of this search a now phinsnphy
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of life is being ereated,.:(nothing) parallels in rdepth and
_stope the process of cvaluatisn ar! re-svaluation now going
.on in tha activity and the..though ts af nan."

*MIf our tendensy hd s been-able bo make any contributions to
Bolshevisn, it has been because for it the study of the
Hegelian dialectic in its Marxian form,.nf Marxian ecunomics,
and of the.ma “thot of the great revolutionaries is nothing mora
than intellectual preparation-and the pruging -of bourge~is idess
‘in srder to be able to understant and interpret and organize
the instinctive drive an? revolutionary instights and the rank
ar! file proletarian and the petty-bourgenis but idealistic

youth.m

. "o had léarned that in their insticnts and impusles are to bhe )
found the highest social development of the day an? the road to ¢ he
new society. -t is this concepiion whieh brought directly into wr
leadership the worker type and at the same tisie laid the basis for

s new, relations betwacn learlers and ranks. On the other hand, the c-f-
flict of the leadership of the old parites with its ronk and file

was .3 perasnant, contiruous feature of party life., This was bocouse
that leadership’was insonsitive to its rank 'and: file, never

understnod, listened ar learned anything fyrom it and alsn because .
af their own notions of the relations of masses to parties and partbes

. .0 revolution. Becausg they had the n.otisn that the workers must ke

lel they cnuld not learn anything from them.. In the WP the petty
bourgeois arrogance of the leadorship was nat a question of s»ecial
origin. The: arrogance came. from the concapt that all the American
varkers wanted was life of "plenty for all®, and not of & life
where men vould for the first time. be able te use all. thair nat -
ral and acquired talents, becone truly human beings. In the S9YP -
- the blindnoss ceme frum completely rmisunderstonding the nature

. -of Btalinism and therefore. bleming the workers for constantly -
... "heing.duped"; They just had to he thore te lead or .the workers

- ..would agoin be “duped" by the Stalinism.

. The. truth is the exact npposite. It is the SWP leadorship whith
+. with.oycs wide open to all'the ecrimes and betray als of Stalinism
.. nevertheless helds on to it for dear life, simply because it cannot

~frae itself from:the Plan, - . - s

. ;+ - The rank and.file warker in our grouping cmme to us not

oniy because he finally had a'forum in which to oxpreéss himself.
That was gond and in. the types in.mur organization he rocognized
. .the.varioys layers of the working class outside and exld return tov
.- .them,with new ideas. But it was something much'morg than thnt,

- L . . . .
- . He came,tn us bocause he faund a grouping in which the leader-
ship did not stap at merely rocognizing that the baoic source for
progress of the organization, it ddeas, in its theories, in its
next cancreto steps, for theoretical arvanco and organizatinnal
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-method, cones am! ean come only from the thrid layer in tho organi-
2ating which represents the mass outside, The task of leacdarship
begins with this. The job is to organize these impulses into

a total conception, a new way of life.

Tho party is a whole. #olitics, forces, intellectuals, umion
leaders, third layer. It was necessary to bind them all tagether.
It w..s necessary Lo work out a new relatimship.betwesrn them and
in this working out of a new relaBimnsRip,E..77 xn 4+ tn 8 “hig
- wRiig s " Imvdhich all partieipatn, the practical tasks of
the party meets the nature of the epoch in which we live.

A1 ToribSe. 4n the dnited Svises i L DN I S ST L
IIX Thy Neero

All politics in the United States are expressed most sharply
in the legre estion. Politics is only a concentrated form for
expressing economic relations. Both are seen clearest in the daily
lives of the people. - :

The palitics of radical -, parties differ from the politics
of the.ruling elass which prevail in capitalist soclety. The povitks -
of radical parties are reflécted in the life within the party.
The momont they deviate in any way from the strict vworking claas posi-
tion, immiediately the life within the party begins to reflect bourge
cois politics and.prejudices. ’ - .o

e have descrihod what' the break from the Secialist Party mesnt

in the 1ife ofithe newly-formed Communist Party. Bu%, just as the white
chauvinist trials made the’ Nagro feel this party is different, this
difference dissipated itself when ‘the party itseli was transformed i
into a.sarbon copy of tho Stalinist totalitarian parky of Russia. .
During the Popular Front Days; for' axample,.when gt. was fagshionable

to hobneh with bigwigs, ‘I know for a fact that in HWahsington, D.C.
- there were actually Separate branchcs for whites and Negroes, .

The spurious -alibi waS That it just “happened" bocause these vera.

-  neighborhoed branches. iHth lussiatls entry into World War II the

struggle. Tor Negro rights wa s sholved altogether by the Cammunists,
"h war for demccracy against fastism" mcant that tho most fascistic
practicos of the Scuthern bourbons as well as in the Army itself had
to bo tolerated. Negroos werg, told that they must forgot their rigts
in America, This drove thom ol % by the thousands quickur than the
canmnist Party activism .during the wnumploymen t days aml eviction
and the Scottsbore case brought thom in. When .in 1943 Bon Davis
Joined La Quardia on th™e platform and told the demonstaators to go
homey, it.was in reality the end of any G.P. branch in Harlom.

The W.P,

‘ ilthough embroidered in much Maraist phreseology, the Workars
Party had a position on the Nogro Quostion that was not fungmmontally
difforont from that of ‘the Secialist Party, It was an ccenomic strygp-
gle that would not be solved till socialism. Howevor, the 'kO's
differed very considorably from tho turn of tho cemuy, so that in
the ¥7,P. social equality was not alune preached but practiced,

That did not change by ono iota tholr concept 3£ f_h_u. backywardness of
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of the Negro,

This had its inescapable conseguences in the life of tha party.
In fact the history of the WP's position on the Negro Juestion discH
losas, in coneentrated form, its departuee from Marxism and at the
gamu time reveals why the WP failed to grow. This has its lessons
o r us: ’

1) From the start of its indeperndent existence (It split from
“the b'/P in 1940) 1t felt no need to sunsitize itself to the fact
that th'e llegroas wera scarching for a new way of life, a now way
of thought ard & = w mode of action. Tuite tho contrary, it ignored
this dospite the fact that the wost exeiting event that had ocecurred
at its first convention was the Ppearance of two Negro sharecroppes
from Missouri presenting a possibility of real revolutionary woriq:.n
the mass movemant. It contimued toignore this when the nost
important strike action the party participated in occurred among this
most exploited part of the American population, Just becnause this
action was led by our tendency it was just let pass. Or, what
is worse, slandered. In any case it neVer became a part of party
1life and thought.

2) At the same time the National Negro Depa. rtment coased ta
‘exis t beforé it ever really got going. David Uoolidge, it was
whispered, was o;:posed to a Hegro Department, a Negro column, cte.

. Yo him it was Just a form of "black Bhauvinism*. It was not neces- .
sary, you.ses, to go to the outside to lock:at the diffarence
" between the "talented tueth'.and the Negro masses, wight within
the pa rty the conditon wus ‘oven worse, This talented tenth
ropraseatative wes actuall¥ hostile. Under the spurious, outwern .
- Wthesist that only the Hard$T party can bring cless conscicusness to
the proletariat, the llegroes wore told they cannot "go it along
orgamzationalyy. COOhidgn denicd that the Hugro was an
espocially revolut:.onnry force. .

"Last and very intriguing“ he wrote, "s the doctrine that
Nepgroes will be more miditant and revolutionary than other
people. Thore doosn't seem to be much sobid grourd under

this 'race! execspiionalism...If we havo in wind the Nogre prole-
tariat, how will-it function uniguoly. Will it be more
revolutionary bscouse it is the most oppressed? But it is also
‘tho lowest in the econgmic scale, with the highast. illiteracy ¢
and the leas® organized " : -

3) There you','ham 1% in a nutshell: tho.whole bourddois
theory. - Mere social equality couldn't -change that @oncept.
. - .

The SiP ‘ ' .

If there is amrthing the great mvolutinnnry Leon ‘T’rot.slqr know
it was that no revelutionary party can ba built in any country
that is not 1) indigenous, 2) bases istelf on the decpest layers,
most oxploited sections of the proletariat, and 3) whosc leader-
-ship dogs not permaate the party with that type of attitude towards
the most dovmtiroddon who may he the lesst glib with their tongues
but are nevertholoss tho nmost rovolutionary by instirct.
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Rut he knew America only from vocks,”therefore he cculd not do
it, For years he asked the SP to study ..e Civil Yan as the
begiming of any understarding of Anmerican davelopment, Buf the wost
persistent subject of all because it was contemporary as well as
historital znd hence had an urgency for the building of the party
riow, vias the nuastion of the liegroes. He bepan almost ag soon as he
landed in Prinkip. after his expulsion from hussia. Tut the conver-
aations he held t'won with an SWP leader got nowhere. &ll the SHP kmew
was they were opposed to Stalinism and therefore rejected anything
that the CP did on any subject. Trotsky tried to show that what the,
siere doing on the Neagro ‘lu~stion was not Slalinisi, but Lenkrist,
the heritage Lenin had left about the special vulidity o
national strugmbes, in which he had inecluded the logro Tuestion.
The ST could not understand This, nol hocouse tho neanlution
was orginall¥ written in Kussiozn but because the 5P did not,
updarstand the Amerisan Negro.

In 1938, a whole decade after his first attempt he made
another try to pose the Nagro Juestion as fundamental for the
Lmerican movamant. - This time ho succecded through ong who had
alroady come to thov conclusion through his cwn thinking, bul
v.;;:o joon after broke with the SUP. The S¥P just couldn't move

ead. : ' '

Yhen we returned in 1947, the S0P adopted a Hegro iesolution
showing the revolutionury rolc of the Negre in the deveiopment of
hmerica from its carliest duys to the present, But by now some verk
bad prictifes had eaten into the SWP.

Althouygn they had done a great dezl of work among Hegross, -
thay did it on the basis that liegroes were supposwd to he pretiy
gasy to got., They never uiderstood why, thay nover undarstood
tho revolutisnary feelings of the Negro people, and hence ware
'naver akle to express them in a revolutionary way and make tho
llegroes feel that this wus their party. This was especially
glaring in Dotroit whers tho attitude.of the organizer was that
legroes only camo down there because they liked to dance and have
a drink, 'ith an attitude like that it was no wonder that 128
joined and 125 left. : : .

Secondly, just.as one swallow dofs not make a summir, So one
correft position isnty sufficient to craath a revolutionary .
atmosphersa. It happaned that the correct Negro position was adopted
just vhen they moved back o the concept that. the American worker
was hackward. It is impossible to dissociate the Negro Question fram
the Amorican Ruestionand onge tha SWP interpreted the expulsion of .
the Stalinists from the unions as a rocession in the class stiuggle,
it meant rough going for any sarious Rogro work. ‘

It was then that wo saw that thoy do not listen to thoir own
rank and file. i :

Tha Negro membors in that proletarian center of Detreit hnd
curtain ideas on how to imploment that kesolution, bub they were
eompletoly disragarded. ’

You have to have tha skin of a rhineccerus to be able to stomach
somo of tie thinga tho SYP dous, Thus bolfors wo came into the
party, they had held a convention in Chicago which, 1t turned cut,

wag a Jim Crow hotel. Instead of practicing whut they preached
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and moving promptly, they "explained" to the Kegro members  how
much it woulr "cest® them to changs plans now and had thom swellow
it.

Uioher Hagro membetis tricd to show that the atmespher: a the
locnl itselfl vas not so pood, Thuy said they brought sumpathirers
around and these folt i1l =t oazse so that they rofused vo return
agcin.  But all tha SUP could do was shaow them "th2 correct line".
Relafisns in real Life neant nothing at all. As another legro
—ombor put 1t: "The poarty has a2 caste system. Then yofl ualk in
you ure conscious of Giffcrence betwecn Negro and white, vomen
ard man, youth and ~dults”. They did nothing to change the relavioss
in the party. or sven to anilyse them, and hense could do nothing
on the ou iside.

One MHogro proietarian walked arouhd with a life story which
showad that 2 single individual comprised all the revaolubiorory
history ano politics that no amount of resolutions coiuld embrace,
but he found no listeners. The ondy result of it all was that when
‘they found out that he was assSociating himself with our tendency
a stueddy pursecublon and iselation of him began thal showed thoy wers
twin brothers of Coolidge . :

It was orly aft,c::'r th: ,épl:i.t that this worker's contributiorn
could be published. Te wili return to this later.

"1V The Vomen

,Z_During the war women by the millions left the kitchon for the
factory. The physiagnomy of the labor force changed yery consideralily,
and with it the relationships in tho home }} But this is by no means

-2 completed battle, -Te revolt of the wolen which began during

tho war did not end with the end of the war. Quite the contrary,

it has intensifiod, It is a dally, an hourly struggle in which the
woman wants to establish new relations:vith hér husbhawl, with the
children, with other women, and other men. ’

Froa all this th™v radicsl parties were as isolated a s they
are from the mass movemdint in general. DBut the new imprint that -
the women were .muking in socidly as a whole could not leave the
parties un, Tfecuhd, znd the struggle burst out there whan the men
hogan to return from the war ard reswne thoir old posts, oven ag it

- did in bourgaois seciety. But it wis so wrapped up in Harxdst
jargon that it woas not always: casy to Sve thst between the party and
hourgeois soclety there was no basic distinection on this wer 'y hasie
question, o - S : '

- To got a cencept of the sumllor battlo in thuparty it is bost to
‘sue it in soéiaty-as a whole fYrat. The mass movemont into thes faeto-
rias was Jlookod upon with suspicion by men in.the some mannzr a s

thu first movement of the Negroas into indusiry, bBefore the CIO:
would they ‘ring thoir working eonditions and standards down. '

Anc just as the Nagrods proverd to be loyal follow workers, so did

the womon. Only tho women looked at tho men with suspicion too:

will thess try to dominate thom in the factory as their hughands,
fathers, brothers do in the home. They were detormined that no
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such thing should happen.

| .
*Men the women as hunan beings proverd to have a glags loyalty,

the men looacned wp sufficiently in their relations to note that

in fact something new had appearcd on the kmerican scene: not

tho women in factories but even white collar wamen, telephons

workers znd such, took t9 the picket line and mass werker appro=nch.

The. said of the awakening of these New strata in the population:

ul didn't know thoy had it in then,m i

. They alse didn't know that the women workers would "hove it
in-then" to came home and wish to establish new relations there,
too. - There the men stopped. The woman was still expected 4o do all

" the houswrork and take care of the children, and stay at home while’
the men went out to play poker. The women, howover, took thelr new:
role in produetion seriocusly; they ‘gained a new dignity and 2 new
concept of what sheir relz “tions to their fellowmen and fellow
viomtn ‘should be an thoyorcfused to submit to the subordinate role iw
which thoy hzd bzon plzced.in the home Before they got their factoyy
jobs. -8o wherc they sould not work ou' the naw relations they took
to breaking up the homes, oven vher e it moant the woman would
become the sole support alss of her children. :

' lL'I'l'ua p';:.]'.'i:"b,i'ciqns thoaght a1l thzit. vias noeded to reestablish the

stability of the hone was to give the wonmen o faow posts in the
governmoent , business, the army, and point with pride to the expand-
ing American economy and all the gadgets for ¢ he kitchen to ra’ ke
1life easier for "The little woman."

Not so tho women. They categasrically refused to reamin an
appendage to the men. They wished to have not only sexual bhut
Wuman relationd with them. Thoy wera out scarehing for a toval
reorganization of society. In that search some women 2lso came ta
the radical parties. Thusc radieal parties failed to recognizo this
new concrate revolutionary fo ree in society, but that force
. rocognized them for it had set up new stundards by which to Judge
this so-nallod revalutionary movoment.;j = :

" In that s”fme perisd, at the ond of the war, 4 fight broke
‘out in the WP over their faflure to grow. They looked, nat to
the type of propagands tHoy had put sut which was governed by :
their view that  the Ascrincdn masses wore "backward'. No, they lookdd
only at the Fr_:plg who had carried osat the linc and since these
happencd to have beon women who had replaced the men in all posts
vhore needed it was agninst them that the fight had started.,

For the first time our tendency, which had never paid any
attention to struggles hetvreen rembers for posts, bogan ©o pay
attontion to this nne. For it was clear that this was not an
individual question but hore a gnciusl problem wos involved.

¥ln camn %5 the dofonas of the wonen who had occupled the post
of city organizer which vwas now buing contested. “'hat g this
baurgenis nonsense of the men returning to thuir posts as if the
women-who . had donp.all tha work during t h @ war years wara nnt
genuine politicul loudors, but just gubstitutos? But this new olemént
was buried. in tho old politicn) terms: it is your politisal line,
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n:t the person exccuting it, which had brough’ t about this mess,
has stultified the party's grawrth,

Our ovn use of »1ld political torms instead of set:ing the entirg-
1y new elemont - that th ¢ wman question in and of itsclf was
playing a new role, not alone outside but inside the orgamization -
loft us unaware of the significance that women, in incroasing munbes,
verc workers and Negroes than tha% they were women. One woma n
in particular had a specizl problem since she had a 12 yoar nld
child and no husband, But we paid no special attention ts this
probler as if, to the extent that it was not Jjusi a personal but a
social problem, it wns in any ense unsnlvable under capitalisn,
fhat is the @ mstrous trap that awaits all who do ot sen the new
in a Situation, A we surscives almst fell Into o

What prevented us from s» doing in this case was not onr
leadership, but our ranks, and éspacially the women, First one
thing was clear. Thore was a new type of roes anse to certain
- historic incidents which would stross "fEc_aI'F}my of the struggle
af Hegroes and women in Ameriea." The new women rembers in our tend-
eney. would listen, for oxample, to the relationship between the Woman's
hights lovement and the Ajolitisnists, to the fact that Frederick
Douglass was the anly. one, -even amn ng the Abolitimists, who way
twilling to chair the woman's meeting, as if this was Somethin
that oceurred not in the '30's of the Tast century But Somathin
ol in 5fie Tonn of another They wore encountcring right now
- daTyT at The bench and in the home, - .

« The historic.quostions assumed that contomporary coloration be-
cause of, the urgency of their present revolt, - What was pashing itsdif
2 utvrard was- The " Intensity and Totality of the approach, By con-
tinuing her revolt daily at her h-me tho women wore giving a v
dimension to politics, She was bypassing tho specialized arganisations
of wotien and laoking fur a now, a total way out. This ocur own wemen
werc sunsing by their association with. fheir shopmates and the
proletarian housewives in thoir neighborhoods, |

The S° .-

It is fron thé:se new social types andng th e masscs outside that
our viomen were gotting new impulses, They wore finding their best .

“.-friends, moreovor; not among the so-called revolutinonaries on the

- inside, but amongst their shopmates on th'e ‘outside. If this had = -

. brought them into conflict with the petty-bourganis wamen in the WP,

1t roached even a groater intensity when th'éy began tolking to the
women in the SUP, which our tondency rejoined in 1947, when it lookdd
-as 1if. they were at loast retaining their revoluticnary porspective -~
.on the American sdene. Ve vill doal with the SWP in detail later;
here wo wish tn limit nursalves.t- tho climax which the Teman Queston
recached in our life in the SWP,

. Our rank and file women 'first came into conflict with the vo-
men in the 5P hoenuse smo oecupled-the same subordinate position
the women ¢ - - .. tid in bourgeocis soclioty: they worked
te sapport their men whn ware "leadors® in the party. Thoy were
ceually ‘hostile, howaver, to the women leaders of the party who
looked to thom like the carcor women in the bourgeois world, Those
Yeren't‘the now social types they wore mooting on tho outside who
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T wan aled 4 now dinension 1o the Anerican character by their
nresent revolt. Not at all. They wore w-men with o Urission! -o
&> lead other wemen,  The struggle was one of the renk an? file
agrinat the leaders, wale and fennle.

- The first incident come about as £91lows. Our ranks ahd
buen talking to their shopmates and to the neighborhosd wonen a nt
from then they began t9 got tales of revolu, deserihod rether
broardly a bhove but ver y vividly and cmeretely by these woren frm
the mutside. One young vonan of ar terleney stated that 4 he v
question was not smething rmerely historic, an? she £or one was
not interested in the Jdevelogment of ratriarchal sncicties, but
insteal wiuld like very much to tulk absut th2 women of tlay,
her Tevilt bhat s -Uill going on, :

ifen shi was permitte) to present her little talk, the male

intellectuols listened, amused, while their ocutstanting womon
- leade? stotet that the mly real solution was Car women nat 9

Se wmen. This was the very woman-who, in electi meering, wore tiglt
skirts, with' a slit on the sidg, and advised sur woman eomrade wha
was her junior in.compaigning:  "You've pot to use sswlt
The nunaishness of these S'P women, on the one hand, and thair
mawkishness, 'n the sther hand, was toy much nat only f£ar the women
in »ur- tendency, but the ranke and file women in the SUP also began
Lo rebal., Tt was impossible, they said, to bring around proletorituey
women ared have their leaders appear as & nything but Yexceptisnal
woman."  There was nowhere a contept of £ he question boing a soeial
quastion, These womon leaders she morcly reduced the whole f£ipht .
o fighting for positions in the par ty itself and accusing all and
sundry wh oppascd them of "male chavvinis m, M ’

.. Some of the battles with tho SYP women roacherd .Indicrsus .
proportimng. Onc woman leadoer said: MHon and wamen are more alike
than opposite." Our rank and file women said, "No wonder, when

-you earry out the linc and beat dawn all oppositisn, you have some
nf the elements of a storn trospor. - T .
These cmancipated women of £ hi SWP hdd 1o usu whatever for the
housewife, then they went tn sce any in the regular conrse of
cantacting their husbands, the paliteness of thedr tone hal a1l tho
rasping quclity of soungbna cutting in on a party line and saying, .
TPlease , won't you get of £2"  You eculd acitually hear the palitonoss -
ITwas so full of contm pt.  And they wade much t9) mich of 'sex,
The resnlt was that they came up with these types nf inanitios,
"Prostitutes have tos much sox; goad wenen nat enoagh,™  This passed
as a wsocinl® conepet of the Yonan uestisn. It was on a par with
their attituda 4o Neyrn men who come to party dences, These women
either didn't danece with them or put on a shwr, It Miffered vory
little from outright bourgeois attitute »f "uring men" - to get
men intereste! sufficiently to eame tn the next donce, or tu go

ut and help scll Militanss, but nevar t> astablish a humun
ealay innship, It wos anlar natural that vhen white wemen ind Haprae
mon among uhe rank and file pot togothor nakurally, that the leaderw
ship always {aund fancy rcusons why these should broak up. It wasn't
anly the Hegross who wolked out, It was the rank and file white womcn.
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Onle young waman in our tendency continued t» devclop her
entirely new approach to the questinn in which the osriginal qualities
of the new woman arising ocut gf the breakeup of thﬁ%d_pﬁt%em_o?_
weman-man relatisns which showed not alone a rebellinn against
housghnld drudgery and isnlation but the strong now ties formed with
nther woman, the new saciety prasent in our midst, Put it was impos-
sible to %Wring these t5 fruition within the confiines of tne SUP.
Everything was wordng to a break with the »ld organi-ations. ‘e

vwill se¢c the new appear whon we come in the next session to deal

vith the life of our party.

There is a daily violence in the Americazn high schonl whigh is
difficult ts see {rom the sutside, A vast conspiracy of silence is
maintained about. The youth fight, day in and day out, it run
their gwn livos inside the schaol. Teachers, prisan routinas,
sscial worksrs, courts of law and the police, all work closely
together to "discipline” these youth and teach them tn “behave!.

In april 1940, this struggle exploded into the great Student
Strike in New York City. Forty thousand high schonl youth left their
schonls and marches through. the city to CLlty Hald. Hounted
police were thrown ajainst them. For cipht hours the police tried
tn break them up and eouldntt. The youth fnupght the police, sang
s ngs, expiade fire-crackers tn frighten the horses, shouterl
slozans like MNo Sports, Ko Schnoll" and " Boes your father work?
No, he's a copi" They climbed troes and poles, turned over cars
marked "City-Official", and shouted their defiance at the swoa bting
police, They made £onls out of the whole city administration -
plice, Mayor, school administration an! sncial workers.. '

. . The nawspapers.- screamed, gel -those kids off the streets!
It had never happened before. The papers tried to tell people that
.= The strike was called Ior higher wages for teachors. But if
you asked any ysuth why he was out, he wnld, answer "To get oub
’I%a BL

~f school," rike vas a complotc rojection of the gschoal.

. Tt oxpressed the hatred the kids had £ar the teachers wao tried to »
boss them .arsund ali day. Tho teachers, -in whose cause the strike
supposedly was held, werc against the -strike. Every politiecian,
every “friend of the youth" was scared stiff of it.- Because no
ono had called the strike, no one was leading it, on one "resprnsibic"
was at its head. -The youth themsclves, their cliques, sporis i
groups, ¢lubs; by themsclvaes, had plamned, organized and led the
whole business. -The profossinnel Haindsts: had nothing but esntempt

. for the strike and the ysuth participating.in iv, and tried to say
it was held for teacher's wages. And they wonder why their partles -
. are isnlated and storilol . e :

The. self—dliscipline and ¢oiporation of the strike, the eomplete
. froodom from toachers.and "student govermments", ant above all the |
“haliday spirith -of the youth in the strike are an indication of
what thegse youth want the Schoals. to be like avery day. Every
" day, inside the schols, thHey Tight contimually E.r change the way
the sch ils are run, They cut onntinunusly, destroy schiol property,
. and wae small-scole riots in the lunch-rowms. The teucher knuve &he
must maintain tho harshest disciplino inside the classroom - prohibiit
all vhisporing, break up cliquos of frionds, allow only -ne person
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t~ leave the rym at a time, - or the whole classraivm will explode
rizht in her face.

This is the American hizh schonl today. Yhon the working-class
maves T3 fastray bureaucracy in the whde nutiwm, the youth will
a0 right alomg with 4%, Until that tinme, they vill captinue t0
fight the Bufeaucracy inside thoir swm schaal, anl wark sut anong
thenselves what they want the schosls t) be like.

It hias beon naoticed that Ameriean nicddle-clags youth today ae
a whale ask for little, oxpect little, ¢n as they are compeller
t9 £2,. and snek a little spot for themselves in the hurcancracy
somewheve. Among then the ol American vigor ant aptinisn seem
dcad, Thoy scem to take little intersst in politics. They sy
spenly that politicians are snly a bunch of corrupt gAnZstors.
Thoy are feapls stirr.d by the Fegro question, that is known, The
intsr-racial nature of the Stalinist youih group, ¥Young Progressives
of kmerica, attractod mohy ~f these youth ta it before the igL8
- ploctiona. Hore important than the polities of Yallace was the fact.
that the arganization hal ilegroes in it. These niddle~-class youth
are not pro-labar in the ordinary prlitical sensae, tut sncially
thay are nat ennscinus of any sreat dvidision botwnen thonselves at?
labor. 1In the United Gtates, the class struggle in production is as
sh~ip a8 it can ba, but in .sncial practices and bekavior there is mnt
that gap between the classes that exists in many countries in Burope.
That means a 1)t. For the passivity of the American middle-class
yithi:-is a most unnatural thing. They are "passive" because {they .
* grust ncbody. They o nat wish to be disappointed once morg.
_."They do not know where to Isok. They do not have that 2iscipline,
 trulning ant that' sense of cu yperative. 1ifo which industry by its .
very siructure imposes upan the workors and thus forecos them
forwars. But if the workers should at any time sook to raalize
in 1ife a new soclety, the middle-class youththe millions will
g> with”then and rdrag along a larga seetin of the middls-classes
as a whalc.  They tya are scothing with hostility against the systom.
The small professional man, the typist, the clerieal warker, the
salesman or woran in the dapartment store, are as sick of capitalisn,
. its infiatiom, its sweatshop speal-np, its enrruption, its wars, they
are as sick of it as everybndy olse, DBut bacausc thora is no - great
Labyr Perty.in tho United States, they do not’. know where to go.
.or-the tine being on the surface they think in torms of capitalisii
These pnople as 2 class cannot lea! anything. DBut they are ready for
nrgunic change. ' .

. To a11 this the SW° was as bdind as a bat. It wes Jjust then

- that they proclaimed Tito as the only hope of humanity, and the groat-
cst event thot has oceurra? since the kussia : Rovolutitn -- no lessl
At the sime time on the Aericzan scene they abandoned any porspoctiess
for the American rovolu tisn. The drive against the Stalinis™ts ink

- tho unions by the buurgciisie ant the labor bureaucracy they
‘interpretad as 4 rotrogression on the part of the American working 2
classes, At their 1950 Unnvantisn  the lcoder went so far as to
say that the American working class as o vhole had been corrupted,
as had the mistoeracy of labnr in Britain during the heyday of
{mporinlism, The demoralization of the purty cume to a elinax whon
its =wm caucuses in the union suffered disintogration. It was then
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they turned to the youth, They turned to it not hecause they zaw
Ml the revalutiosnary sentiments scething in the youth as a whole
ant reflected in their --wm youth membership, HNo, thay turne:d to
_the youth, and without shame, only becarse there was no arena for

thom in the trade unisn mevement. . Thelr omly peint was to subor-
Ninatc the ynuth -esnpletely o the "party line'.

The conerete expression of tho party line at thig time cane

in its attitude to the YPA as a'mass povenent, Qur tendency s=or it
as z novenent af ywth, confused disariented, Man-pslitical but
secking a means to oxpress their hostility to capitalism and the
war. The SYP ¢id not unlerstanl this in its ovm theory amnl
practice. How ¢nuld it give direction t» the youth? A1l that it
saw was o struggle for control, a’repetition of 1t5 hopeless attenpt
t> win people in the United STates by neans of Titolism, an? an ex-
- poisure of Stalitdsn over civil rights. ' The whole thing turned -ut to

. be' a total fzilure. | v

The transfamation of the ymuth intn a party branch was an
attempt t» keep the youth subordinate by party-diseipline. The
urrarkable rosult was to throw the youth into a blind conflict withe.
thn party, a conflict : in which, as with the Megroes and the women,
it was igpossible to disentaniyle the political issuns . without
raising the: most fundamental questions of the life of the party.

~ The most serinus thing of all was that the youth could not

expross its ovm original. qualities.  To cite juot cne oxample, Onc .
youth was quick to.sei:e upon the 1950 strike to mcke a ¢ nprehensive
.- stuly of the youth movemenis both here and abraad in the '206 in

Franca, in the '30s in Germany and in the th0s in the Unitod States.
-Put this -etudy could be develaped .and concrotized only in practice

anl. tyey ware in the stranglehold of the :party policy and party

life. Thoy were: about to walk out of the party on their om

whon they saw our tendency and joined farces with ws, ‘Te will o

eme back-to the yruth whon we deal again with their achievements ard
. their present crisis, ’

¢_- Organi-ation Follows Polities: The Leador and The Line

. In the case of hoth Trotskyist parties in the. Unitad States we
left a descriptinn of the.. leader of eoch to, tho very end. This is
not beccuse the "line" rather than the jeader takes precerence.
There is no such unbridgeables pulf batween the line and the leader
us nld pslities would hawe you beliove. Each is shaped by the other
Then all is said and done a political line does net hang in mideadir
like a clothes line. It is not without bodily shepa. Ulthout sone

. poople ta put forward a line, there weuld ba "no line, Ultimatoly
a political bine expresscs itself in the very personalitics of those
shaped by it. It is no accident that one cannot separate Nazisn
from Hitler or Stelinism from Stalin or God for that motter from the
saints,

I James P. Cannon and Hartin Abern
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James P. Cannon is known in the Marxist movoenent not' far
his thooreticas) talents, but for his srpanizational astutcness,
“e say this not der atively, but anly beecouso his strength lay
precisely in the building of o racieal party an? hence in the
strugzle with the clinuist, Martin Abern. Cannon's finest contri-
butisn 4o Marxism is his Building the Prolotarian Party which
contains his writings duriny the strugzle With Tho Shachtinani tes
known as the Potty -Bourgnols Oppasitions One of ths best chapters
in that baok is his analysis of Abern. The traits of that organi-
- Zational discase are:—cliquism, unprincipled combinatisnism, gassip
and intrirue, ' =

Thers 18 n> doubt whatover thet thd SVP tock a real step
forward after the Potty Bourgeois Oppositinon left it. Business
was dealt with at business mectings, not in eaffec tlatehes,
Proletarianization an” the huilding of the purty wers bound ts -
gethor as sne. 4 new leadership was develsped .around a2 line and
nst  dn supercilious fights ovor ahstract democracic rights «- rizhi
t> discuss intorminahly and on a level fitted to pettwbourgesis
intellectuals anl -not workers. 4 lealership was built vp that
kneir how to take cormand when the primary leadership went to jail
for their anti-war ‘views. A revalutisnary perspective was adherc!
to and this'cubninater in 1947 in Cantion's THE COMING AMEKICAN
. hEVOLUTION, tho very thesis that attracted us back to the STR.
“Moreover, when his leacership Aif-wobblaey a2 it did when it
nedrly ombrace the Vfallace navement; the laader knew how to hring

. them back  to tha class line,

. ¥et in a few years this asa'.;l_\e; man wes distinguished hot by his
" firmness, but by his flahbiness) nnt by principled politics but
by cliquiet ‘eonsiderationg, not by carrect-internal relations with
- appent tendencies but by gossip -anc intriguc. Vhat happensd? .
Nnthin‘g'psychqlqgical,"you ray be. sure, Nor was it o question af
age. Physimque -and psychology erumbled becage politically the
Jullar-was gone. . Wordd Yar IT had enied and the incIpiont rovelu-
Eionary mavemerits threughout Europe ant! Asia wore crushod by the

Ked.4irry.  Contrary to Trotsky's predictisns, nane nf the CP3

‘capitulate? to their awh bourgesisics: and y=t ‘they crushed the
ravolutionary  rinvements, Vheore thoy AL fot have The o oy

n crush tnem With, Thoy stifled them with ecmpromises as in
Yestorn Burnpe. The Stalinist burzaueracy proved itself the
staunch defender of nationalized propirty and yat burior of

any attempts at wirkers states. The Jeadership .of the S7P that was
most unstable beecame Aesporate and veergd violently from sne side
tn its oppasite -- Eastern Europe was state capitalist; Eastern
Burape was warker!s statist; Tito was the hangman of the Spanish
revalutiong Tito was the areatost rovalutionary opponent of
Staling Yugoslavia was state capitalist; -Yugoslavia was the first
worker's state since the lwussian Revnlution of 1917; there ean he
no workers state . .-+ without a Worker's JFevnlutiong workers states
can be achieved' through "structural assimilation"; the Chinese
Communist Party'is a bourganis party; the Chiviese Comrunist Party
is a true revelutionary party and we must entor its ranks 3 the
Communist Partics have botrayed the revolution and new. parties must
be built; the Communist Parties can ba "changed under pressurs from
tho massos"; tho fmerican vorking elass is paving the way for
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revolution; the American 'wnrking elass is hwrgeoisified, hackward,
and are part of the reectionary sweep of the country,

vhat emul? Cannon, the party man, hole up against those wild
chonpes of desper:te men when he hat ns p:diticel line in opposition
tr Trotskyisn to give? vhat the rest »f Tis l¢aors ip -l from
political instability he was enmpelle” t4 1y fram politic.l nenessity.
He sacrifice! principle for the sike a3 the srganization., “here
fibern dift it to keep his faction topether, Cannon fid it ta keep
his party together. The name for it is the sune: it is cliquism,

lad. as if- he were beingstege-diracted by Abern, he drifted
from that tn £985ip and intrigue for he was conplcétely inpotent
..t fight .us palitie«dly an! had to resort to the fact that it wosn't
¢+ really.s question of politics but of Ypersonalities". Mo, he
- fought the .SE anid. was, Courgler of CF.for principles.. .He fought the
- ourgpnisieand. went o jail far his anti-wer wiews. . He was a
"o serdams revolutionary so long ab he ha! a serisus. political line.
© It was only, vhen ho wavered hetdern Stalinism and Trotikyism that his
. "parsonality’ surldenly changerl an!, though he came with Trotskyism,
never stopped fighting its :regime’. Ve didn't fight. Gannon's
: regimes Ve fought his politics' and his arpanizational practices
L3 correspond. [ new chapter in the “uilding of the Proletarian Party
will have to be written by -others than its suthor. Tho proletanians
 have long -since vated.with their fight. on-his party, -

II Hax Shachtman nnr‘ Jamos Burnham .y

- .. Before wo depl: with Jiax. Shachtnan ‘we must deal with James
.- Burnham wha was, the. thearotical .leardsr of :the split.from the &P
-although he vory shortly.left ths . party he hat eroated in.its
image,.tha UR. . James Burnham was . a profassor of . ophilosnphy ,
Wgll-ta-do,, arigteeratic in bearing, -and Rpersanally unaffected
ty the great.depression., But his mind was' yory alert- and the
“-debris arounthim brought: on by the 1929 cPish -sant him Searching w
for the working massas. He found it in a Jnevr grouping ealled the
'GPLi. which tried nei . to assseiate with -any palitical mavement and .
yot te part of the mass mrvement, fetreen the Stalinists ant the.
Trotskyietes concontrating; nn that single indepondant movament,
the GPLA maved, in the main, to Trogskyism, with a gond marny of ‘
tha loatership howover gaing insteoad to Stainisnm: the Budenzes, John-
sms vho noved into the Deily Yorkor afficds and bhogan leoaldinpy ’
the workers. But Burnham came to-Trotskyisf,

Not only did he choso the small splintor party, but he task
that seriously. Fop- ‘me thing ho tried seri-msly to Americanize
Marxisin.  ‘He concerned himsclf with the currgnt sceno, amn! wrote
both 2 the Hew Deal ani the imerican Yorker, -

Intellactual though he was it is tho thonry of Marxism that he
rejected.in its m4st fundanental aspect -— its philosephy. Vhere
‘Marx receonstructad the Hegelian phiosaphy and-sheaved! the class
nd ture of its fundamental principle of Aovelnpment through
contradicetion, Burnham ensidered digplectical. phi‘vsophy; a "mysticall

)

left ovefi® from Marx's stwlent enncern with. Gofman phihsophy.
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“here Harx ¢onsidepad truly scicntific the qustin ~f the inter-
penctration of Sppasites boczuse nono i 8o fundamentzl as the
workine class an? the capitalist class within the same c-ntemparary
Sycicty, Burnhanm just eouZen't stomach it. He kept hitting at the
Tfact that the warkers "6t cmldn't understand it. Ho forant but
me ~warwhelmine fact ~ the mnrker, whoether he "undorstands®

the philoasophy or not aets it out beeause his very role in the
process ~f production fMakes Rim nppose that method of profuction,
But an intellectunl, whosc province is icleas, whn is not subject
to the discipline of the factory, amd at the same time is not
:4scipliner hy this class philasophy of Harx's must of necessity
aceept the dminant bourzeois philasaphy. )

Bo that as it may, the ranks hat a sinpie way of julging
Burnhan, They saicd the very manner in vhich he wolks up the 5teps
t> the party offices is af ne who is slimming for indeed thore is
nothing alike in a ihth $t. loft.ane in a Su on Place Resirencc.
They said, furthermore, no mattor what his prafession of faith is,
it is clyar he cannot Stan? the 1ife of the proletarians, They
suspected he wald return to his snug home gaom for he lived a
life 4oy far apart from the ranks of the party, muth less the
proletarians Jutside, . .

. It was he who wos the thenretical leader of the split,
Beford “hrld lar IT broke ou't he had not alone maves aray £ron
the conception of hussia as a morkers:state but fram the conceptisnd
of the ineviTtability -f any sascialist order; &3 him avmanazerial
sacioty was the mire likely prospect: He knew ‘therefore where he
was xoing and his firmness’ brought: alony the rest-of the leaderShip!
that was vastly :superior 4o him in serinusnoss sbout the rovolutinonary
wvement am! in their devntion to it through the years. The most
-important of ‘thest Wwas, of course; Max Shaohtman, »
N It is true thet ovor sines ho_hed entored the movement
. youth ho was knovmn as a brilliosnt Journalist, — »ne whe coulst veite
brillidntly for @ftBst ediher factismin any party strugmle - but
he had nevertheless beon pzrdt of tho Hovementy far a quarter of a 4
contury. The fear was that he would never tako powor himsclf. Tho
ranks of tha P feargd he would Just be Burnham's journalist insteah
of Cannnts, But that was antirely false, Burnham left aml
Shachtman beeamy the loader, consciously and with tho scriousness
which pilitical chairmanship of a radieal organization demands, Ho
re-registerod the party; he snught to proletarianize it; ho published
tho paper’ and thoorotical Jmrnal rogularly; and he went in for
popularizations jalore and for campaipming,

But' it all came to nought. The line mot only brought no masses
¥ the party; his shilly-shallying almest tosk hbs own party away
from it. In the ‘very-first convention, Cartor with his eanception
of bureaucratic collectivism os the noxt stage of humanity almast
tonk the majority avay from Shachtman. Wo sared his neck. e wore
fow it is truo but we hold tho balanco of puwer and wo said: so
long’ as you Shachtman o not yot knxr where you are foinz = where 3#
Carter has already given up the praletariat - wo will guppart you
orqanizatisnally, Then he moved ovor closar and closer tn Carder!s
positinn himself ane the whole party was permeated with tho ¢ neeptim
that the working elass was backward, e gave him:ono more chance,
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It wre in 1947 and there was a chance t» unite the Too
Tretskist parties and try with the more revolutionary purspective
at least on the incrican scene to have the american working class
nake its expericnece with it. But bhachtman was a loader win hat
no line to put acrass, s ho hal to° ° > aive in to his potty
haurgeois whimmer-snappers who did not wish to 1o theoush the
: r‘:l.sclplme of thé SiP. He had showh, from tho veory stnrt, that cxcept
where ho aecepted a line from us, ho could not withstind that
collective lcnrlership n{ his. Fron the start thar had planued in
the rost cliquist an' underhanded way ever szen in the radtical
mavenent to rausve ibern from leadlership sinply hecause they (it
‘not like hisg "pasth, He knew that nome of then had measured up
t Abhernts reco,l*‘ .but he hol to capitulate to  then and dente
Abern from natisnal cimmittec nenbership. 4And now these planners
were-al 1t again, awl this time wo sald: if you do not 7o intn this
uni®y, we will try it ocurseclves. e left ant th.-:t wag the he;dnning
'of bhe en? of his party. . .

o In tha United States t.be ¥arxist movenent over the year -has
vfsui‘.fu.rm‘ frq;1 the theory of imerican oxceptinnalism. The first

- inventor .- ~f that theary in the revolutionary movement wora the
Lovesionites. Their type of organizers: "for® the vorkers went with
the th ory and anticipated both the Stalinist planner ani the intnl-
lectual plannws that.came With the New Deal in this country.

‘How he and his cohiorts swirm all over Burspe as the "“wvaiee" of
lahor--~ that is of the Stnte Departncnt vorsion of it,.’ bhachtman, -

©din inva.nt:.nr' the theory of hurecaucratic enlloctivism and yob tryins
nob.to say that’ hiihani ty was foredoened to that, had to resort to

~¥RE -thogry of ‘excéptionalisp. - For the prenmise of 1% is the .
‘.skept.lm.sn; ‘and pesarﬂism of ;the capac:.ty “oft the prolotariat to
achiovd a . new socialist-order.” Luce of the TimeLife-Fortune |

- gombiine- says’ he tHas: found o fnow" copitnlism that will escapo tha lzis
-Ulgrx gaid it yould follow to its own doowm: nnd all the little radical
vraupin;rs, S charagteristic of this country where there is no mass

" Lahor Party’ t.o attract tha pott.y bcurgeois to 1.ts sidae, flourish

in: thcir mm stg.;rnat on.& o

Ve, a.r\. f:l.nishcd for good ind.all with tho t which no¥ calls
'i'bsnlf 'l‘rn‘b .skyismii Ue ares not foming:a third Tratskyist
genc‘ency in’ the Uhitod:Strtes.”  The tvo existing wings typ:.i‘ied by
Cannon and. Shacktran ‘are- in t.heir very essencc sne, 1t is the
.world strumgle of -the two. great masses; of capital in Amorica and
Hussia r'hh.c‘u keépa these -bwo Wings of Trotskyism apart frem each other
today. Neither'bases itself on the oppesition of the proletariat to
capitalist harhirism which we Have analyscd and detailed so care- '
* :fullye...Bpth want some intormediate stage,. some helping hand from a
‘seetion of the lobor bureaucrecy,.until they can arriva at the head

-*.* of thg masges. The'WIP-chose the more rocently expanded labor

. burgaucracy develaped in the .CIO and in the Dritish -lahor
-officialdom,  The S'P; wuarding gl¢ traditions, chose the conquosts
rof the, SEAlinist burcausracy. Thoy are unahle to givo up narkrupt
.-pulitxcal positions bocause this invelved not. idens, but a conceptim
-+ .of themselvas, of their own.rale, of the gaps in the social crisis -
'-':whi.ch thcy expucb to fill. Hote how t-he uP Junped at the oppartunipy

W
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t> o some propazandistic and orpanisational work £ar heuther; note
the §57P's panting ealerness to do the sams for Titn, Hawe and 'HAick
Justify this by saying that ltouther 18 an unfinished personality.

The SIP bhases its politics. n the view that Tito's personality is
alsy unfinishe! an! it 1)3%ks eagerly at Mas for a crieis in his.

The accusing finters pointed at each nther are that uf a man laoking
“at his wm imaze in a mirror., That the SUP and P cannot live with
each ~ther is less gipgnificant than theixr compatability with sections
af the laYr bureaucracy. - The erying shams of the whsle business

is that neither bureaucracy has the siiontest use for these
unprincipler!t fraqments who have just enourh principle and past to
provent then making the full steps. Both are Jdrmad, |

The paint is that we coul:! taoke what seemad to thon stranje
orpanizational steps - voting for Shachtman at* one point;- apainst
hinm at anmther; leaviny hinm nat on roneral political resnalutions:
which we hal carefully worker sut through the years but =n "the unity
questisn® -~ precisely hocausc we hal 2 perspective about the new .
siciety inherent in the present and hocause we carefully watcher
and learned from our rank and file. The same type of arganizational
hehavior made us leave the SWP. Liain, it was not the Mwar" or
Asycialism! in eneral, hut the particular dezer dration of the
party.  freciscly bocause of that the recieion Lo leave was unanimous,
UHob oy that, | . . ST :

This is also what happenorl: in the TP there were some petty-
baurjeois, elements who had stuck to us when the ideas were abstract.
Contrast thoir actions with the eontributisns of our ronk an file.
The petty-bourseois elemonts preyed on.our grouping as they prey
on all revolutidnary sroupings hecausa there is,no mass Labor Party -

-in which they.can express their oppositicn to capitalist socicty and
yet maintain their own' pebby=baurgools: sneinl miliou. '

i+ Ve.spoke before . ahout tho: tywo parts:of owr AMELICLH VOMKER

- bamphlet. -Yoth paris rovolved-around what ¥arx had ealled "alicnation
.of . labort by which he'meant ‘that labor as the capitalists have it =
i+ 50t up for the workers in'the factory is’'not frdn butgoerced, foredd
" dahory! Uhile barely teleratinj the analysis of Homano, thaso

5. potty~hoursenis.huny onta the-expression of "alienation of labort

" and mude this into a way of life, an attitude not alone to capi- -
talis, tig labor, but to the ‘¢iscipling’ that the wofkor must of
neeessity impaso: upon these intellectuals if it 3s. tn maintain
itself as a jenuine proletarian tendency. It wasnft apen as yet,
but the resistance to proletarianization was clear.. Thay alicnate:l

. vhamsalves:nok. anly from wark, but from workers. . Thasc who odd

; .42 int> tho factory were clock-watchers and tho minute the holl.

rany; thoy-ran noi alwne out of the factory, but’ away from their .
shamates. "o will moot this type again when I tlcscribe tha vampires
at are on the fringe of the mowoments Suffice hoye to suy that
thase no soner gat into tha SIP than thoy alicnatod themsslves

right out of aur tendency, - s

.. . This % taught us one-thing = we cannot bo frea from tho

" patty-bouriaols so 1long as wo-are part of a sancid by -that has no
‘mass Lahor Party where. they-can play the bi. shots. So 1y as
that is trug, wo must he -wvar vigilant to seo that, it dous not over
o e Pt - [P PR S :
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daminate sver our own third Jlayer - the rank an! file worker, the
Nejra, the wamon, the yauth.

Scemdly, am! mast important of all, we were in our indepentont
existonce shle to creoate the form far this third loyer to expross
itself and brinc -ut all the ner qualities within it,

Y spoke of the youth pamphlets, The Neqrs toy was abla to
expross himself in a manner that was a landpark in the histery of
the workint ¢lass movement in this country, Of the proletariat, hy:
the proletariat, for the prolctariat - that s what fhat publicatim
ropresents anl that'se why it was the first hook wmwr party emhraced,

As a matter of progedure of jathoring materizli - vhether it
he an the CIO or the ihman Question, hoth of which we plan t0
publish -~ we hezin from what mue individual worker has expericnced,
This daes not require knowledige or learnedness. Tho theory 3f
state-capitalism creates certain essentials rejzaring tho nature
»f the epnch an! the type of rovasli inherent in it. Then this
worker with full ewmfidence that it is his instinets, impuldses,
Ainspiratisns which are “the very hasis of the new soclcty, zoas to -
sther workers, in an! out of -the party, and in his wn style, tells
the story. .

Take the quastisn of the Uoman's pamphlet.

The new quality of the woman pamphlot.

.. "le have already spoken of the conflict of mur rank anl file
warmn. with the women leaders -in the S/P. o must now consider
. ythat one young wonan did, onec she had ganfidence in sur leadership
anl, shove that, cmnfidenco in horsolf that she hal zained in breakipj
with the old organazation., She hegan to spek with her shopmates ard”

o neithhors with.a view t2 otting.from them their wiews, checking hem

:, arinlysis s:zainst, them..- She hud lost all bkasitency about the 'none
party! person the ather group. tried-to, instidl in hor. Instead she
roalizol that is exactly whers the olements of  tho new socicty wore.

. Klthough sho was neither. a secholar nor o Harxist sho sat down
t7 write all thig up.  She know new the new would not come from
honks 't from life. x

ot

. She was not only encruraged to do this, but was assured that it
wouls then not ha Y"prliticalized™ and hova all the life asquecszer! '
out of it. That was it that was: new in the everyday life »f the

woman warker ani prolotarian housewife and vhat wos now in her thinlne?

This pamphlct.is called: a iloman's Place . '

It hoxins with a description of the sin;le woman who wants
3 ha sure she will not be tho houschold druse that her mother was,
and wh2 when she hoars the married women talk, says, Hey, you're
scarin? mo. You'll make ne an old maid. :

"Then 4t moos on-.to congider the maryied w-man who finds
housewsrk 2 nover-onding jobh that is mopatinmoug and ropetiti-us, and
the whole "inhuman sotup® when children come and 4t is token for
qramor that the whole hurden 15 neenssarily that »f the wonan,
iThe woy the housc is sot @p ymu havo nn cwmtrol sver the hours of
warl, the kind of work, andt how much., That is whatv. tho women wanb
ta emtrolY
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But cveryting rovelves around the factory - The hours her
hushand works “etermines her whole schorkile an haw she will Jivo aril
when she will work, ®There is no need for a foreman or lead girl
at home. It is the wzy a woman lives and the work that - ghe must
A5 that keeps her tocing the mark. It is this way of life, also
that teaches her discipline,”

It 10es on to show hew women are breaking down the idslatinn
of the homz by creatins strong ties with other women, It:is the
only group lifo a woman can have anl she makes tho mast of its

" fvigmen are orianized and would know just what to dy if they
Ageidend .they wanted to 0 somgthing abhut the way, thinns' are run.
The women -in a housing prajeet in San Franeisco organized tn halt the
risc.in prices. They saw the wovernment wasn't doing anything about
it Sn:, they took motters inty their own hands.  They held mentings
“and demomstrativns and distrihuted leaflets. HNo ~ne person orzanized
it. The fact that it started in a housing project is no accident,
The women nate price lists up of every storz in town and bourht
at thosg stores thzt had the lowest prices only. The whole city
knew sbout it and papers had many articles on it. The nana that
was niven iv was Mama's OPL." .o . . P

Bul siresscl the pamphlet,  the modt universal organizatin of
women 4§ the:actisn that wonen take in thoir homes. Each wemen in
her ovii hmu is naking a reévolutinn, - No ma tter how much a hus-
band trins t9 undorstand. the wiman's problems,.no mattor how well. .
they et &long, women fight. the way they are foreed to live and wan®
to establisha new vay of lifee- "Thoy will, ag’ they have donc befope; -
make thoir ownway incepeéidlent of men-and yédt - . with men, = '~
For it is they.who understind mist clearly what these new rolationsa
in the home a®¢ to Be. Ii°is they who point the. way mdst elgarly ~.
to a new unity between mon and. women:eveén as, they.wase a bittor "~
battle with.-their hasbandse!, . -i: - 770 S o

'

hat was mostVimportant about that pamphlet;as dbout all .
our puilicatisfis by the rank and file, is that it was:sritten by -
a worker for a workor ond we ars confidont that.it.will be rensnigerd:
as such. That was what we wanted to build on when woihroke. That.” .. o
is what we are bLuilding .on.. Lind: that 'is what wil) be:proven by -, .-

our papers: : " o R

[
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"SECTION IV 3#--— OUK OHGANIZATION AND OUR PuPEit

“fo will now make a sharp aml dzliherate break in our story.
‘le have cxme to nur own organization as it is anl as it proposcs
t4 function. It is necessary therafore to sum up what tho principlés
are upon which sur organizatinn is hased. By what do ve dive?
In oneral, it is, of course the accurnlatel experiences of the
workinelass and workingelass movements, The reason a hreak is
needod hero, howover, is thab we wish ta ma ke clear that although
Marx and Lenin have vritten mast profoundly, we recoqnize that his-
tory moves »n. Tho circumstances under which Lonin worked and from' -
which he drew his icdeas of a party have nw passed. Lenin, as
we Saw, sought t2 build a party according to cortoin principles
hocausc the Social Denogracy refused to selze power, “Te live in
the epoch of- gtate-capitalism and, far from being faced with the
probien nf the Goammnist Parties fefusing to saize powsl, ¥o Sou
then seizing pawer an' crushing the workers mwement, It is
cloar that no suall vanmuard party can overcome these mmnsters.
Only » vast mass party of millisns can. Ofly the workers can huild
such a party. If th™oy want it, they will build 3t and 4f wo
"have capacities and talents in that directiosn, they will reennnizeo
us, Hut ghey 1o not need us to tell them what to deo. ‘fe arce ot
telling the workers what thex Ushould" do, but becouse our whole
ennception shows. that only in them 1 ac-the future and salvation
of humenity, “we are-telling then vhat wg aro-and what ws propose

) 1'.0 \'10.‘ LR M Lord .. . e - I

T L ‘\:"nf;'_‘ NI T

First , tho foundatisns »f cur idecs’ are those of Harx and Lendn
hecause theyspoke in torms of cluss golidarity amd concinusness
. and wo™rlt concoptions. or intornationalism. Butwe have our sm
. traditions in the Urited States.” '/ :

r

L # The abolitionists . .~

Thet is pracisely why we chosc to make a delibereato break in
mur story here andfjust at the point where wo hegan to tell who we ave
an! what we propose to do. Ve hroak our story to go back over 100
yoars aml show the roots of true Bushevism in the Abolition Hovement,
This, the most amazing develnpment of our country's history an?-the
most sutstanding example of what Marxist history knows as Bolshovism
wawr horn in Jmeriea 83 years befere its hirth in Ruasia. Being
merican, it was no aceident that it centered ar™und white and
Nowro relations, It was the question of slavery which brookod. nn 3
compromises either on the part of the Bourhons who established a
hatoful totalitarian society, or ameng the Abnlitionists who smught
t5 ostablish ontirely now human rela tions, . 'hon we have finished
telling this story, the question of white and Nalmo relationy in
the Harxist movement right here, will have an osbjeetive, aml
thoroughly smerican, point of referenco. 1t is only under thosc
ciroumstances that our own history amd strivings will Lo fully
undorstoad, for oxch country must solve its om problems,.

One hundred and twonty yoars aja tho Nogro slave was the loboring
elass of this country. American prospority depended on Southerns -
gntton, Southorn cotton depenrded on the slave's labor, Of 21l
the thinjs wroms in this younr country, slavery was the most
conerctc. The slave lived untder the whip. Ho movod in tho chalnod
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¢ ffle. Then floeins he was pursuad hy dogs. *ton cnuzht ho woulr
1.s0 an oar or a nose to mark him as 4 yun-away.

iiore than cotton and cruelty, the bondaze of -slavey produced
the nnst intimate hond »f the human kind, Hore was the closest ¢ ntact
with athor slave laborers, kno wing one annther, trusting ocash othor
strentthening cach nther. blave revolt was ineviatble. Fop the
master to keop his slaves fron flcoing was impossille. ‘Thon tho slwve
come Narh he hroutht the war with him. New it wgs on a dorger stax.
Those whites wha holped thoe slave flea andd protocted him at his
Justination tok ‘pn the sere human qualitios as the Herrn himszlf.
LA 1 . . [N ‘
. ' @g'arrison, Phillips an! othors wero talonted white intollectuals:
spenkers, vrr'i‘.r‘:rs' an! propacendists. Abolition sreanization began
yhen these surrounced themselves with the bitterly miiitant cx~sloves.

" It vias they who decided the difference hetween onc srpanization
andd the noxt. .

. The first issue was whether the Nuaro was an {merican. The
Coiniizationist Socioty:said, No. . The free Negro was an ifricon and
.- shawle he returne® there, . The Neero slave was a Soubhernmer and
i ghrmid, be kept hard ‘at work there. Garrison destroyed the eoulonizaée
. tionists for all time,’ bothi-in the United States’ans in, Englani.
‘r.:1:, The gecond issue was whether thors’ cught to be immeriiabi-)
" fropdop. £or -all s1dvess - Bome, gald, timo will take sare of it.
- Garrigen Sadd men: will:dakoicare of (db. The' grafualists snd? the
. .- slaveholders oW3HE o ho:reformed.. B3t iy the reformors who have to
. swe reforhed!, wus Ghrrison's Teplys | Hiz'strenghivas that ho always
- hEM At - the questisnithome, while ovaryone ‘6lsetput 3t out of sighte
.'-'?iﬂ.:.‘*f;‘it;-_a,,'_'_t,he'_Smi’thl‘anr.l ror..thq;.miugf;j.um'..'- L
I Vet o v St L v H e R E AT 1) .

P 1 % Ia?qu;ftras;=an-.over:-grofi{irxsj;'vf‘,ix".' Noiv.layers of th
. cpopulation warélenturing into ;t,;-;ﬂ]._'f.hg{ tidie. .vome began §o insist
- #thal, antirslavery was v - business oF 'a Spegfalized group of :
- people: ‘the churchmen, the.ch arity giver, the social worker.
. : Garrison drevr tofather: the: Qfferent fragmonts of' the anti-slavery
;. mavement. op .the central ‘principle that the ¥hole: nation was involved
.. in anti-slavery;’ hawovor unawere .of it,. ' This was riot his bis ‘head,
.:He proceedel o publish. a:papur, vihish hecamd- faous all over the-——-.. .
" 'Unitod States; For theiex-glavgs, the I4i-erator was tho means by r'f
‘whieh thoy spoke'td-éach other and to the whale country. The: slove-
nasters rodspnizod Ln'the Liberator the's irit of the slaves 211
around then whe - vere not allowed to read or te. '

Everyone racognized that ahobition hert finally come home from
- Englond, from Lihoria, fron :migsisnary an! Hihle trast socicties.
It was the boginndng of an Ameriean movenent. : .

Others dehated issucs in the anti-slavery navemen™t., The
ox-slaves did not have to debate anybudy. They votod no™t with thek
hands but as an immovablo hody. “They have rison in their hopes aml b
foclings to tho perfeet stature »f men; in this city (Basten), -
every ono vf thom is as tall as a jghont " Agadn, Govrison writes-- - -
that an opponent ",..is trying influence our colnrcd frianBS...
wut ho finds them tiue a5 sbtaad., ond.- therefore. anzrily -tells
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them that ho helicves that if darrissn whoudd 7o +9 hall, they
would 2y with him." ’

This constantly moving rola™tionsnip hetwroun the ex-slaves,
whn wore the base always, an!! the sther layers of the movemont, is
the svle scerct of thoir succoss. This unusual -« andl typleally -
anicrican nmovepent har! no trade uhion posts, no avermmont patromase,
na party favars to offor anybody. Poople grow in this movement at
a time vwhen srowbh was the iroatest hunier ™51 the country as a
whole. Inside this movement, the Aiffoerent clements of the Pom-
lation were broutht closost tosother, makine for the sharpest
clashes and ‘the spoerticst developments. ‘

Since Garrison's spdeidlty was [izhfing ontiwslavery elnse to

home, -the ¢linax came when white women brousht anti-slavory .-
rijht "ints their homes. It bepan € mply on the masthead of the
Liberator. 4 woodeut showed a kneeling slave woman. It wog
‘entitlod "An T not a woman and.a sister?". The slavemastor claimed
he was protecting Southern waimanhosd, The Abolitiomist clagmo:d
that slavery had turnsd the South int»y cne huge brothel, The most

: intimate hunman funetion of childhirth .hat besme: Mannerd publie
“Wroeding of slave laborers. . The Liherator opencd tho question
up for the Northern vwimen to fecide for thomselves. Thoy lniked intn
thelr own lives., Hure téd,. industry had made scxual relatiins '
-and’ childbirth the mbre * reprwluctisn »f factory workers. Theso
womon tiad their lives to that of the slave and cnlisted eompletaly

. \_:}uhi'{ld Garrison, ™

:+ Once more. this néw rolation broke up old patturns. fbolitim
+" hod rovodutionized rolatimns betwecn-the slave and his master, Nomrn
-‘and white, and now hetwaan mond and wonen. - The novement broke in
half. Tho world anti-slavery convention which forbade women's
participatitn, gaw the eonservati os on the floor pleading with
the abstaininp Oaryison. in.the thaleohy to como down. Hoe never ddd,
During the Givil Mar, .upper elass British anti-slavory £oll apart afi

* dosorted’

the North,. leaving this.field.eleor for the British workers,

RN 3 £l titenity yoors 1o shy-the :class issue involved,

DT L B ST
' It ‘was Venglol) L1ipts. wife-bo-be who recruited him to tha

- novempnt, " Wan toshilly shally, Uemell®, she told him. He nevor .

1 ¢ideHo; scored”in deadly style an evory political tariet, He
fipished wp the flaj-waving, spreoad cagle style of speaking for all
itinmg, Uhtn he spike. to thousamls, it was as if he vas sitting at

... oach man's olbow holding a personal eonversatiane Vhen drownad

.-eut by 'a sereaning.audionco, he spoko to tho newspaper roporters

" “below hin until ho obtaine! quiet. Yhe msod wocdal mediun possibic
. was the ane for him, .Yo.bolioved: that the man who jumped up to

speak fron the haek-row:ercated sfton mére interest and exelctnmont -
than tho platforn gpgakors He belioved that-the thoatres Lrainh™t
out rore of rien's irue foelings than tho churches onr collogos,
Hg livod the rontest part of his life on his £.ot 4in tho midst
of his auttiénca, gnl thoy lovor -+ him for it. Ho wus not an exeop-
" t1 mal man but.an hnorican of a now-typo producnd by & now sopial
. pwer.  "Let my »ono daspise the Nogro any more - he has iven us
"' enell Phillips," sadel ono listonor, Of all the ant.slavory spaakers,
" he wasz the mogt njiulor with workora and trado unionists.

. + e tep
Lo PR ST IR, HN
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The Yeat sollin: bysk of tho 19the centyry, next t3 the Bible,
was a bk vritten aboub a Hesgro slave by a white woman, &Lnti-
slavury was the Bihle »f tho 19th contury, 45 2 ho sk, Unele Tom's
Cahin isn't vory much an! as a play oven luss, It was read and -
played countless timos hecaust 41t was tho meotint point of two
laycrs of the population wha hadl never. nwt before. The fncriean
peple were roaling and acting sut thelr ~own lives with tYhe meatest
passion an feclint. o~ stunnot! Harrdot Beecher Stowe cowld mily
proclain that "o wrate it “fith the holp of a humired years we €an
more richtfully chainm that it wes produead by the eonerotely new
rolations inside tho anti-slavery navemont.,

Abnlition was $ho now dimensinn in the snerican characters In
a society £alling to picces from slavery »m ane side and induatry
on the athep, the intoprated, willful personalities of Garrisnn,
Dwpiass, Baillips, anl Brown wore the form af revival and
resrianization of the amoricsn and his world, Only revolutinniats
know the quality »f Amorican intividuslism. :

Garrison began the Liberator with thesc fateful words: Y will
“he as harsh s truth - as uncrmpeonising as Justice - I will not
eqgivocate - X will nt oxeuse - I'will not retreat a sinrle inch =
and T will ha heardit Thosc wha thbutht thoy wore listcning to e v
. ma”n's hoasting wore mistoken. It was the portionlar stamp of tThe
. movement tar's the hmerican Civil ¥ar, Ono man spoaking and
everyone reenginzing through him 4fi¢ noturc ‘»f thoir times and.
thoir wwn true naturo, ' - e -

_ ' T wish t». say, furthormore, that you had boetter, al you
 peaplo at, th™o Sauth, prepabe yourselves for 3 :gettloment of that
= - question, that rust come up Tor sottlement soinor than you are
:\ prepared for it. . The somer'you are proparce’for it tho batter.
. You may dispaso of me very ‘0asily...but this quost™ion is still to
" he soptled.s,the erd of that 48 not yabs®  This was John Brown
" . Spadking in 1859, 'Everyone was listoniag now, In 1861 cam: the
. reetogt ciwil war mankind has over known. )

M Ll
do

a1

=X _.The snedlonn, ginstantly organiging his somi 1ifo in now

" gorenindings, would o tho same with'his s unbey if he fnlt he
v FOER. 010, Anti-slavery develnpod the avorame hmerdean's disdain
L =oand @qutempts for’ governmont, hiroaucracy tn 1ts hizhost pieeh,

., "No‘man in kmériea has ever stoad up 89 poralstartly anc offactively
£, ;chq”r‘.i-,;pit,y;of hinoh nature, knwing himsclf for a man, an! tho

B equal of | Ay amd nll govornments. In that. sunsoe he was the most
mgriean of ue all.t ' . '

ceiete 'r"l‘hqi",eau. i8 spcaking ‘shout John Brown“amd about evo Amordcan,
.u, - He 3s'not a rodd. o lraw this to its eqncluatoni peopld pgovarn thelr

po L own ldvels Hig those''of. that portion of hunanity clascst to thom,

oy .. GoVormment hureaucragy mansjues doad tpin;;;, husily protocting itscle

. b biro.

S from tho solf-goverping hass: I
wr P ‘- ' ) ,
i) The futura of thp'Eluntry s no riddle anl no uncortainty. Tho
fniow possins and erérrdod esuld bo £unl :‘,uu? iniside the anti=slavery
mivomont.  HNo -.-:h:;:c{g}%p: “That' waa Gorriso lan ihalition.

o L T B P vi L
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11 - The bucialist Hovemont -

There was n . such une aproodsing stant, an? hence no» new

relatinships set up in thg socialist movement unti) aftor it split
.+ int> two, and Bolshovien (Communisn) “atitinted tho Jihite chauvinist
- . trials that we cdescribed cariier, The pericod ig imirtant not only

beesuse anaw, revoluti mary force was £ une in amcerican Society

but beenuse a new rethad  of estalllishing relatims, a new attitucs

toward the relafimshiys established was hamner 1 internally, K
inside thu rev.,luti snary party. ' i

. In this lies the total. comcention 6 the Pr Wlen, To establish
a truly. human relati nship hotweon whites and Yaares meant not

- only- to break:fram hourgeis sacioty hut ta concedve’ and? £
practicce thg new rela™ti mships symhdlie: of socinlist socicty,

It was n> aceident that as the Sommunist Party dégencrited,
.- as the cpoch of stato~capitalisn in its Stalinist form doninated
the poliey and the life of thy snee Tovalulionafy party; s5 tho
rolati ms hetween whites and earnes doterieorated alony with it and
separate hranches of whites.ah? Masrons appearéd right within tire
 iGeF, in.the capitol of this imperialist land, '

- .But here sonothing. horribly new appeared. It wasn't ‘Snly
that jrelatians betwoen whites and Nesfoss: reflected the prejudices
of capitalist ebelcty. It was that -tha relations -hotwean Nenroes ad
Ho;’rﬂas:r',‘_'!\otween'szlp lodders and the Negmo RAssas, ‘went onc 6tap
- Tiwer than that initd tod by. the taldnted tenth sr carvorist type
of Negrocs, The €.P. spread its corruption evurywhore and killed
- the :posltivesfantures of t™he Negrs Tabollon, "It craated suen
< types .as ‘Bengdamin’ Yevis = o gombinatisn of 3 Nack and 2" hatchotman -
e’ Who goukd-counsel Sho: Nejrios.: to s E9pltholr £1ht for their ‘Fights
Hereiin Anories bocsuap Stalintat ‘Fussfa déminded Class odée procifioly
v luw 40,20 the: decdptve: pord ad :pf;-wdr-rmerbfﬂalliiupqifa'ibpis' "0 Linal.,
‘s I YO LDy L ST T N I B K A TR F T ' s S
40 1 wite Loon Trotsky: #adta otal! tunetptd in of ik Ngfra"'rold it the
rovelution, ami of that of the vanguard phetly, oz that- Yeasn
.ho demandedt not alona a genarnl attidude, but specifie, concrote
e i SONsLEAVitY . 0. everyrphriisg’ 4n ‘which ':&ﬁf”pbb',‘judggf " Whs'in, any way
wiod? e AMpRARTEL | fightiin’the midst of:ine _Strugade of" lﬂ.i{"pfép’;t.}_’jhrcntcnd
-With split ho tnale tine: oub 4% moke bh 1ssue oI tho Supoiilious use
tUens i A edho: worsy fHottentobidy a-leadon:iof i vbpoditioh, "aames
Burnham, ‘He did not mince words. th Oxpost the chauvinist implicati ms
in the use of the word, and the fact that it snulc gotg, only from oo

v wparty-that wes nov indigenous: ant ' whis nat' an intanral-hart, of the =

v i-DA8E movomonty. but.thought it céuld Rakyirdvolitiong from it8 lth
stroet;officas :in-Manhattan or-the Bromx, - And this 18""gxoctly
what overtonk his own party. Yhis coneept of doing it from tho
outside and from ahovo, loft its skin so tough that shen it found
itsulf holling a eonvontion in a hotal, that barred Nograes, it
cemtinuod with the procoedings as if notiNng -had happonetls Tn it
the "thoses" it would igsuo from that kall were movn Inpretont tedees-
than the axample of 1t -wm callowsnass. From thon on tho rodftinns
af whitus and Noprocs in ita party dofenoraton in bhe wemp danrea a0
its politien,
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3 - Ywntor -ravalutl m within the rev »lution

. ‘fhen wé roach st. tu-capit.ali‘sn, 'm:s-,jar{:. ato, ¢ald wor,
hyf'ragen haoh, it is ohvioustthab wo have reached ultinatos. .ie are
.now. at the stage whoere all universal questi ms are mattor of conerote

urzency f£or socioty in mendril as woll as for cvery indiviwial, foar.
the internal life of tho oarty as woll as of its’ ssitorna 1 relatdons,
State-capitalism is it$eXf :the tokal’ cmtrar:..ctim. ...In it are concen-
trated all the contralictions of revilutisn and enmier-rovolution.
The hawmlest thing for an old radical is to seeithat this neans hin
arxl his party. it vet. the nist vevolting incidént I have ever witnessed
occurrerll richt in a sa-called rovoluti: mnary par+y, the "f.P. ‘This
incident .shall never for et hgeauso it is an “ideident” such as fis-
interates a priletarian party. as Lonin put it when he spoke of

the difforences hetsraon Stalin and Trnts‘t‘y, it ngy be a Ytrifle" hut
it is tho kin? of triflc that mitht hring dovm the dictatrship of
+the proletariat,. .

This i3 it. Onc Nerr)» nomier whe hap“lencﬁ tn write that he
agrenc with sur tendency conmt tted sume minor infraction »f discinline.
It was a question of pubting down "the line" and disciplining hir. T
But s» -~roat was the lcn(*ershi s aninasity of sur tewlency, that
they m.'rht Just as woll have “rnu""ht rope and fapiot. They fargot

. <that- the pa~rtigwlar indiviudal was, aft..r all. just an average

© oo stuck-worker, one of loss thah 'a hanf'.t‘u._, in a sea of white
fu.cuﬁ daub witi' the purpose Mo put hin in his” ,nlacu" The whle
esnventi mns suik itendy converted into an ammo’ camp. No, they had
. nn real aros, -nor state.powor, but se hastile was the atmogphore,
"sn shrill the specchos, 5o catdgoric the line, -that I.wondered

“henr .- hraved the gang-up and rase to dofend hinself instoad of
Jjust running, (Not.runping,. walking) out of the ndorest exit., But -
our worker vas D6 of stornst stuff -than: these wild potty-brurgeois,
anl stond up singly (e knew nothing of .the ineideat, ‘) not alone
s "defend himself but to ‘proclaim his ass: 2clation wath) the to Jdency,
‘The housé broke loosp. with hysturia. HNotea sihnla lau.'lr;r ra3c to

... £ell thig.dominant whito society 9L petyy-bourieols to calm dorm,
"%t ran its ‘eqursa hub. i‘inally was roforred to ' smalldk .cagnnr.tttee

or aet 'Jn. - Y - .

' Theru I sat on the platfnm - I was abuut. ta dabate Cuol:.drva on
tho theory of the.o:gro Question’s vandering what ig the use, what
is the 3ood of *theory vhon a so-callerd revoluti. :nnry ‘organization cen
GORC 80 clf:se t~ evoking a lynch spirit. -This was somd '3 years
after tho d:.sputc g:r')unc. the Harlem and. Detroit ri)t.s anl we wore
naving toa shcmdmm, Yo knoir that what waB’ actuAlly involved wos
nnthinr loss thon thc rnad to thd imerican révolutin and tha.ere
hrokeo an thatr wit.h these.netty'-hnur:rrwia phrasemmvara.

LT xtolati rhs 3 Vard. ms lmycr‘s .m Our_ an or nnj.znt:. o

oo ., Contrary' ) all othor rarlical, [,rnupings whe b m by issuinn
nanifostas of what thE workert's finusht® 4+ ido, we hiok o gencral
) p)litiaa'l. dedigls in, £irst Had r'x'ﬁi'l'inc vurgelves and the. histary of’
othor srqonisations and wo sadily ‘Lot us £find ent abmt, opngolves.
‘o Joxaminork Surdelvos for al ym.r ond"a half,y ond-now e propouse to
do sone veryisimple thinps. Thoy ane omiy: .tw& “4n nunbor, Novar-
thelossa, thoy arg tntally ‘unjt@cedontud in the radical. mvumn‘h. in
dnurdeas - Thode are: -
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Onz, o hnld 9 puhlic Yiow nst just sur palicies, hut -ur
intornal relatins: between ranks and leaders, hetween leaders
an! loacers, botween ranks and ranks, hetvecn the srganizati-n and
its poriphory -sutside. “fo do so heeawse we db nast heliove that we
are immune t: the provailing charncter »f the epoch of stato-
capitalism and therTefore wish ty submit Hurselves to a e-nstant
cheek hath by wur wm rank” ane file and alse by the workers
sutside, Thoy are the only ones whose role in prodietin and honce
whase mentality is completely, utterly and tobally appased to RS
harbarisns »f ecapitalist production and sociel relations,  Cur
relatisns reveal, we h-)pe, the problens the workers thomscelves
are probiny with nothods of their sym, e hath, in difforont ways,
are cl..rifyinr £ ~ursulves the politics »f our ade.

. Two., le propoasc tn puhiish.a paper that is Jf, r, ant )
the wirkers but which at the samc tinme incorporates w n it
hzstory, experienées and principles of 100 years f. Har‘ns:n, wh:.ch
© is the theorotic expmssx m of tHe struigler and aspifationg ‘»f the
. world w-ark:.npclass « Ya hoo thercby thut in its pamcs
- TAGEG:will he a hvﬁ rea}. dhey vihrant hnerdcan workinmelass whosc
- volce everyine abriad Vr:l.ll w1sh I hear . as mteh as the hasses ‘heres
Horotaforey the only Useridah visict thn Eurapean an! héi..tie mpsses
- ‘have hear? is ‘that of'the State Department ar Fhe lay4or hurciucrats
swarming 311 sver Europe and deddiving the wirkafs thoro.as 7 tho
. eanfatons of the workars herce, hen hurcauerats’ 1ikoe:altor -
. heuther and Irving Brown’ and Lovestono go to.Burope andi Asia’ they
.30 to Europe ani! 1548 0  toll how the ampriean workers: aml froc
- enterprise < as ‘if thope twa appositas wore one unity: -+ have creato!
.. itho.most wondorful’ state and 1iving contitionsy” Thoy tell: thom
-novhing of the stwr;’;las tho workcra hove with thoso bureauerats
right. ‘hera. in this’ eountry. that i even groptor thon.what the British
. rrorkora haun t.harc with I;t.tlee and thaj.r hi 5. J.ahor ‘r.nrc:mcrata. :

N No’rmdy hus toic‘ tho Durnpoz;.n workers one w-:rd ahaut t.his.‘ This

- is ‘tho:nrodt vdicwum whiéh this papor hopes to £ill,: ifo have hat a
“little axpr-rienco in the intorndl ‘paper wo nimeographod,
COMLESPONDENCE, evury tyy weeks, Now we are mov:!.tu; twmnl tho
printed w.:rrl a.ml an expm';doﬁ vn:l.cta. . ) |- ik :

l Thu Lifn ai‘ Oﬁr Grou‘j)inr' and Rnlatims In It.'
e
Dur 18 mnths Af- u:d.stonco us an indopn.mluut 'r ny mv ciang to
. 2 elimax this:January with a nec.tin* af the laadorship vhich was apon
af -epurse 40 the nemborghi), ~Tha nolitical ropors of: t.l'mt athering
povpralod the L9121 winey achiovenonts and projectss:
{1) 'lo have existed an? oxtonded -sur influanee. am-ing
a periphory f workors.ind. ravaluti: Sngry l'mttar-?'*m“onis which has
narlu ms';ihlu nr !‘irst puhlicotiom. . .
o {2) -Tho publicatian if the 11::: ‘8t wy »r a He'-m W ke

<4

or was-a  londnark '.‘.n the higtory-of-tho -Anoricyn workinclase move-
mont. for At wus a story >f tho jrrdetarist, for the prolatariat, hy
t.ho pr: :lctnrint which has not sorh tho 1iht »f dny provi=usly,

{3) ‘o havo puhlishod COWESPONDENGE=wavery two wooks
which, with all its shorteominigs, 1§ tho basis £ tho nnth:»i W hﬁpe
Lo p=o -in publishing tho poper as @ workers paper, .

(L) On tho pross aro 11 the pamphlota with the now
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quidities our third layer-has displayed in its strapd~ in tha 5P
apd which first now find oxp-ession in: ) The VUonan's Pamshlet, b))
The Youth Panmphlet, ¢) The ‘struj e a;snst the labar hircaacracy.

. The astablishnent of a schoo) which was grlled
tumnther £or the purpise of edue.ting tae intellectusl Jars™ist load-
orship of the orianization. Other schyils assenbls to wine.ite the
pupils.  Curs assermled to edac te the toachovs. : ‘

The seport nentianed the cniovenrents, bat s.ent its tirme, ofi g,
an” analysis nst.on these.  Juite the zantrary, The whole attitude
an? aim wegs LY oxpase the weoknosses of the r ranizatinsn, an: particu-
larly its le Aership. This typo o' axpasure hiel othing wh .tever )
3 with the supereilious attitude so ch.aicteristic of “ther roupin:s
of "ie could have riono nore, wire it not £ these ohstaeles over which
wr hoe? no eontrol", N, this wis very much the apoosite. It o tyessoe)
that tho weoknesses are or pamde, that is €9 say of the very rcanism
of the party s expresseT in 1ts lecdership. This is not to he rlisses
aver ant keot sacrszanct #s 1y sther rvlicsl sroupins initating the
hwrieais sethayd, Noy this is to be tace! squaroly amd faced nat writh
an attitude of "let's o norg, he nowre active'--gonsilering our nurter, |
o have done much 93 much already--but- rather with ¢ uralet .pinn, or
if you wish, an Abolitdmist, attitucs of rearcnizing wurselvos. This
meims recanizing not only that the eenter of 211 Jur tho wics and acw
tivitios is the workor in teneral, on the outsire, bt that intornally
the hasic swrec of pragress of the'arsgnnization, in its ideas, in 1%s
the ories, in-its next ecwmcrote steps, f-r thosrotinal zdvanes med or-
ganizationad ngthod, ewmes ! ¢un only cone from the third lavor in
the orsunizatim. ) )

. It is neeeasary th he hoth thesratie and &onerete. Our trublos

- sten fron the wo-alling chimraster of, our epach and the.ofore wa wust
Lok at that first af oll. Tho thery of state’ecgitaliss n8 the theawry
of the naderw.world has revenled the relatd mship otwe: n the dfzgifi-
¢ztiom of aenductisn and the rovidt of the nesses, From that £l all -
ather rolatisng-chotwesn the politiscl pardy and the workess, hetwsin.,
The unisn Turdnucracy and the mass. The theory of state cupdt.dion
onll nnly have hesn harn with the existencoe o state ca-itrlism. Dut
oy dec.res hofre tho theary the prablan w.s pased,

It w.s Lirst ,osed hy Lenin in 1920. -Threa dgeutes boforo it he-
tino tho prablon: of the wadd &8 o while, 1t hed already bee ve the ro-
‘hlam f Hussia procisuly hdeiniBarthare the warkars. hed alrendy nehieved

TTrstate powiory and you haditer ot d wn b tho hadrack of tho ceanory.
offica Tt wag in utvor £haoB Gt the o' of pworle war, & eivil war,
ahd. m adtack an all-fronts by wirls dnpordalisn, the auestion w.s:
what E _Ih. B . } .

In panphlet #1 you siw tho Aifferent anwsrs riven t) this seBlenm
&8 1t apecared concrately in Hussin by the Al ernnt tomduncies wituin
tho hussian Conrwnist Party--the answers given by Lonin, Trotaky a n!
Sy ipnikov. A% the heszinedn: of tho snetim m e thoory in this nane
hlat, wn rostatoed .the unpoets - 8 thay ap 1iad da ~ensral t tho b
Jectivo situatim. ¥hat we now wish £o 21 18 to move ower & 168 ap Ad-
eatinn to workers or:anizationg, purticularly mars,

We s this for tws roasona: (1} The world and natband situationg
uxpladn ug, hat wo clsy explain the wordd sitvatisn. In tho uclivity

R U
"

L T t .
A ey . .,
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an? analysis f oursalves thorefri: wo illumin:te the world an? natione

al situation, (2) It is the prhlem Faded hy overy workers ar janizoe

tim, whether it has pwer like Stolinism, is sErasding £ p wior Like:

the British Labor Party, wr is like wurs: Aves, a smail or ,..mza-tmn
“irying to elurify workerst jilitics,

#~=The Trian e

Internally an oranization his the shape of a wrian<ie. st the
sifes f the triangle arg the oalitind, intollectual leadership and
thase with eonsiderable trade urim axperienee while at the bhase is tho
rank an! file.

Lenin was the first ty pnse t.he‘rclati*:nship bhetwe: i ranks and
le: ‘ers, &s well 3% between the party wnd the hisses sn the mutside,
as i trian 'ulnr ri:latisnship, )

In thhse tuys the Balshevik party consist,pr‘ nave or 1 es- of threg
£ )rﬁutl'!nSb -

. .

. Onc, tha pas t.y, an'! nuarticularly the party lt!:lr‘cx"ship,, Bylsheviks; -
1ntr'llectu" g far the mist ot or workers wha hud heeone Bolshoviks
and useperitend with the Joadership wan oqual foting, They' consti-
tuted the loa orship of the revslution, .. T

. Dy thern wore trade unianists wh were 1-*.1:19 ‘g af the' ,mrty i
they werc so fnr the mist, . Jark hm..-uac: t,hey vmm Taad ors in the trqr‘:-
uninns. ' : . ST

.

Lnd thrna, thmc wore the nusses of the' tmrkcrs, thc r i :u'n‘;'!' tile,
with ny exoerionce. s '

It v 38 'ﬂ*sr‘f‘ not as 4 13l rn'lat"-.m"h_“. o ronke Lid lesders,
a8 a trian 'ula.r r:-l.ztiunship of ranks, laa.r!nrs and, tr.v‘e uni-nists,
. whether 9p not,these vope alse in tho leade :‘shi.p, hoes use with- the
achiovamont af state powoy thora w.s'a split hatwuen thc rmrkc-rs arv-
..nimt:.rma .md wxrkers inturusts., _

. :‘. Thi,t wos tho navr t:‘nnt. a . red QnJy with tha anuont. of p:wr‘r.
That was the quallty that ~r's unknwo' bofare the Huseiin Rovalution,
That i3 whitt 45 now kniwmn, - The Tuet that the ol padin:l sosnalled .
vanmard _seouoin s still rofliisc o .ansyor biak quostlon, SEiLL parsist

L) AR Nt knmw &

i wan
o fa robahined thoy, nre tho woriors the world over who Inu‘Em.ﬂ
" IE 'ch nuastiong i ter DOWITy . Mus R n am?

That is oxmurm Lonin u.m mrn:.n'* thuh - Tut fr i 1920 o
‘his death in 29240 If, he scddy wo ds not work this rolatd- wmship sut
airraatly, it 45 Mt nly that the paty will ha in o moess whbh.the trade
undan Leidorship and te nisges, . Far o workors, gstate 3 bo io a nosy
on that rolatisnshlo neans, thc one! of tho dictata"nhip of tho wolo=
tacidty It i8 ky mo m.ms b ouay prrhl;m A8 tie othel two_w mltl 1ika
us to heliavo. It is nobi'we hava tho sLata pwur, Yotis usu "1t Gven
. Af that means, €5 militardize tha wopkora, Nor 48 it: it io i wirkors
stato, thorofore just leave the, workors ulone and, in ofect, b2 iwuy

with politic.d lealorswip, Thara wore e tins whou tho a 1110
tm-i..n 1:I.no c.maist.untly I v)...Iawnr! Yus. The EIm‘ oIl oo, W Cha ALt
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Bolsheviks whose i gin wus -that of tae petty=heur wais arn' wn 258 —_»_c_-_
cuoatisn v.s thut o intellcctunl, Jolitlc il lewlo 8ndp.  Thidh 16 e
crse e worke.'s aren't Just thc wirkers in ste-l or 2utn sr t\'t'ca.lrm,
Yt the workeos as 4 class with a Tutare of liberating all »f hunanity.
50 tha t whereas ™ Ehe Telati-mshi Betdeen ity and the miss st o a
carreet one or tan workorststate ¢ollapses, the simole truth is thad
wivhaut & eowrrect analysis o7 the internal relations of sarty loanar-

© Snlyy LINaTC AND M LGaness nn'l the THKE, ¥ W WLLL NGver 851V ayEiin g,

Lenin szid that it was -m wel wubted fact that &w:.et usHia was
wirkers state.  Nevertheless, the workers nust heve . wity to rtoc
themselves agrdnst their mn state and tho trade unioms we ru mr_- Suaeh
oran,  Bub at the sime tine, tho trode unions mist n.oc me Mschyiis o
cuvanisa?, a transmission helt to tha party. The garty leadershiz
reoresents the runks, Yut tho ranks nust havo w way &0 b militont iy
LXOres5ing thoir attitude t+ the lesdership and be #8 scvure as is ne-
cussuly. Thcy mist he frec to sav, "o« m't. viish 45 wark with 1‘."‘13
a! this wunch of muroaueratu.®  and finally the phrty rmust always H
reaty to subnit its wak tr he checked by the non-party mistes.

.. . That is tha sinpl:.r':.ty, profunrtity and vigion of Lenin in 1720,
That. is the prablem facin: us todoy,. in mr ar uﬁzatmr'.

.-J.he Tri-:-.n.'ular helat:.-mship in Our'Or-;.-mizati-m

- Ve tn e d'un,'led into throo :r-'mpin 15, no hatbtar what tho sha
in 8 are hetwoen.” These are:, - -
: i 1) The ‘trained party loadurs, the intellectusls,
the 'mes who arianizgd the thehry of the o gandzation and dlss A0 the
practical virk £ COrre ! to the orsnis in-‘ and panulsdgir of tha

i

thaary. N
RN A < 2) 4184 A0 Aur o aindzatish thnee are the workers in
't‘m t"-w‘f- '.mi >n arg,.ui,..lti.m., aw! fh By cl im si !.o thom. ‘

S e " 3) Thére is tha ‘rank and £114 workor, the third lay-
o', ‘r.h 11} w‘q: v .,u'c:snnf tho nassaey nutside, NnStly youn. 00 Lk, t.hu '
v :nen, 1' ni¢ :m" fila Nc s, nm' t’m yauth. ‘ -

That is wln.t. nur ar mimt.:. n eonsists’ of V. And the: rolationshin
} h:-t.vmrn thom: sucms  naw tn he' the koy to amrefuture penenss,” Bofwe
SV 0 Lo step mrtﬂor, ¥ huvae t n rl u*izy, wy hinva te elordd j what that
1‘nlati mmi: *s in -'onm‘al. -

.'h. hava tn -rer wnizn that it i8'n¢ mst:mtly snn.!‘tinr r~lation.

' 'Ie wc £ ln.'n'n o cst..ﬂslish \:hat ]nr':ciaelv ‘it is ut ench po
ticll..r manant, B N

t.ho uninn, nlmk.nts ant the third

Thu 1wcr nf t}m luar m'.-jh:l.,-,
luym‘. TThat 18 +mat wa have. ba ladrn to s‘an t.nu nr-rnn_..ntim am, n
‘whale comstitutod of thesn - parus. Mo .

Nwr Lho loadershin ‘inside this triansular ru:lnbimshis had fopa
suf - icient nat only dn the' prst it 'in rocont tinea tey nst."‘ﬂ.i.s‘} it
clain t- c-mtinuml lr-u: orshiy ul'" t: have t.mt. .l“(!.'{ wat Iram bho rankis

1 o o

* L
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which a leradershi. must hive inp arles tr laad, It nat anly or wanized
theretically and oractically until we left the o1d ranizations, it
nyt only led with skill the strugles within the ol ar ranizatiang 5o
that v tovk fron thenm everythin; wo enldd and loft then mithin:, It
h.s beun responsitle £ or 21 wr orajeets. X dn't want Ly toke -
thin; away fron the prolatarian autiyes hut tae lelershi; siar vant wes
nrcessiry - ned tosk the necessiry stess., The lesdorship hos Something
else ty its erelit, OQur s)litary praletarian aanchlet, it hie 4y ine
tervene and protect that praletarian panhlet, it hat t, intervens and
Jratect that praletarian fron hein; sni.shed tn hits hy first and sceon!?
layers and cven from some f the third Laver. &- if that sannhlot is
vhat it is, it is hee use the Leadershin was an mart to nratoct the
viriter. 51 in wneral, hoth in the sry and ¢oncrets retivity, the load-
arship hus shown where it s unds in re ;art t2 the renks wnd its ciapa-
city to mide the or fanlzati-m in the estrrect VIny . ’

It is true the leadorship hus these acen dishments i its credit,

Cbhut it is also true that the ,lem!ership,‘is in rave dancer of, s8linsine
inty the sane it that- tho-lrarlershing Hf the a1 or » nizati-ns have
fallen in. Our isolation, £rom the nusses inpelled us. nimist at ur
Birth 3 Pruskts or anizef the workors hefre. aven we ‘had wrs:lves
aroamized, "It 35 true that the attempt wid &yuushet hefsre pver 4t
was out dnty effect, Lut it is a fict to mote, mot &y £argat,  Secondly
there was o tdnlehey t3 Peturn t5 other ar sanizations for.we have in
our orsanizatiom every grcial type in society in reneral and avery ten-
dency in the rovITionary Wivonent ‘since,its inceptisn at thE TIFth O
cipitalisn, . Since this neurly eorruipted 4 whilo hranch of the arani-
zation, we hore print the nathid of wialysis we used ty ond it.

.n-'.-l‘-.)ﬁin l

-In e mtrast,ty that wo hua the prolotarian elorents, trade unione-
isbts muel 221, in the. losdership who £ sag these petty-hiurenis ton-
dencies, But thay le.rned more an the praletarian -utsidn than the
praletari:n in our ianks from whom thoy were not ablo ta eljéit what
the schasl was'able £o .clieit. = 7 : .

e old radical partics shouldl b a:w.-;-'r:rfin“‘;":.tsr"t'i' wﬁat'ﬁé}_f_ hacne
- af-the layer that daea Jquort fally astepb tho valitiesd. primes¥ an all

natters, e had'ane ‘such eximble in our. wm ranks. From the very start
" nur state capltalist. thairy I roferrod to Tibdn, ' of wr firs't
threu exponeuts. It wus nat by accident. that, He thou tht, Shlyanmiko
vight. He had the rivht instinct thanieticilly becausi biat is vhat
he was 58 a gnein) type. Ho gk praletarianizatinn seriomaly and -wave
Up his endnzring jih for a factary Jw, It was homever not the how
ctdnming of hisg hrerleanization »f Dalshevisn,. hut the boeginnins »f his
ruination.  He thoroupsn £ariht that he was nat a proletarian and that
4 fow yours work won't mako it sa, and ho iTeched all the mannerisns
of the "wwker-Bolshovik" without over Jnco, hawevar, brintin: o sine
e proletarian to tho pap LY, OF Cvenh Rave 4 RG] '-erraIut;arIan ) oAk
Tor "'}iiwseI.“ 1 . i ; L

1R AU Papor,

.

- Ho was always talking vinpen thop, thowth. fen tho time como to
-break with the eapruit jratty=bour e vis wouping e 1lod the ¥orkors Pare
ty, ho ap wsed the mwn,  Then ho deecidal he yadd take the Move ¢ the
S hut oo his o snd not with tho tondeney '8 4 'wholn. He did ¢ownn
hack to the tendoncy whon wa hrako £rom the SUP, but he had learned
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nothing in the process, and s9 ritht ofY the “at hatan hack an the
Lu:oships abl-lesdership hattle instes? of sensing tho zamploxities
f the trianular relationship, And >f cmrse ho 4ot t9 ho the spoak-
or Mfar" the ranks ajvinst the lodders, althath he had nnt a sintle
rank and filer with hin. And usw he 18 st of the nwenent altojother.

Jere he an individual, not a tondency, it vl have horn she r
nonscnso, by Lk up o mimbe of wur tine with him, But alth-uh he
Wl s oone with hin in the move out, he resresenied s mathing, somo-
thing alien, it ia true, But since it haS %6 wnjoctive s, it will
e gsure to roa.ear.  Therotore let us eonsider this anti-lanierghin
Lypse 2F whon there had heen nany in the novenent,

Ve are: not talkin: »f & justifiahle anti=loarlership re-ling wm the
vart of tha nass.s who have had all they could stonuch of Ywar. succatisn
from the cxpifilists, politicians and labor arisacinti, Thoy are the
first to svereww it whoen thay joiin the rev yutionary wovenont prociso-
Iy foenuse they knw it as o cluss phenmenon aurl soe that it 4s not
that in a revolutionary novenent, Neithor are we here esneernod writh
The potiy-"yur odis type which, in doubtin: the leadershi; of the ro-
volutionary mavinient, actanlly. loubts the histowrie mission of the nra-
leatariat boceuse that type tor is nosily AGTRcto. T

ile are telking ahout the type, like Tohin, who spenls namy years
Jin the movenimt, . tatally devatsd aned sulf-sacraficine, why has foutht
nafy o hattle ardnst Boherilanisn and £or prolotarimizatisne  That is
in jonorad. But in particular he does mt Llisten to the lowost layers
in the oftanizatim, or in the proletar abs He som ¢ehs £0 denand
son: Mleadorship orivile:ues", first 2:ainst the ranks. Then within the
le ershin; ho demands Yoauality' among the Llnadership, which thershy
ovales the question oftho. pulities f, the revilution, anl attacks
those wha, w6 the bensheviks said der{sively of Lunin, will think of

the revilutiomary movement 2l-hours’ w day, = '

This t2 ex’sted in lwssis.  Natalia Tritsky told of »no ineicdont
during the reatest aurixl of trial »f tha youny workers statc when
this: 2L howrs @ day thinking of tho revslution becime wirking £ it
In practice on the part of Lenin, -He ha 4o ot sy or eollagsa
under tho wal bt of resimsibility, et mvay 6o relax. He decidel to
£ Tishing ova aftornaan, hut in the party of eo<leaders that vint along
thare wed ne who'fid not feol that Lonin should have moro "his way®
than others and 0 chensod same Hluns t3 which Lenin hatl bemn acruston-
ad . The womsult was that Lenin 1ast all ambition to +n fisning, .

and remainel holiin?, reading and once again trnsc.

., .. Thisis whut " wes the onderasult of the "eruaiity" of learership,
which is cqundity of nonsonsu, whether it actiundly shortuns thoe span
o of tho léddorts-Iife or is just a uersistent reminder thut "I to) am
‘hare, W The ways st of ‘the navenent are veried, :
L 1 P | -

o7 ‘But our tracs unionists, thowh thoy may leun toword that tyae,
“larg ni thenselves.thit soeizl type. Mot o all. . The whole nrofundity
T the triso uder relationship is the rordization that the party is o

whale nio’up of thost three parts, The alienati n of either of the
Tareo famntisng hreaks up the whale of the jurty and that of the nas-
ses-wbtside, The whale wint thosel e 35 t9 wark sut 2 ewrract rela-

- bionship “etweon the throo, withwt cach of which we o wdd W oxlst.
The Vsog~is of aur wsetivity romoing the workin: elass in the lahor move-
TNt ANt iR The nins, 19 GLAast mx] Tron Ehosu bPorn ULoniobs To-

snain wnat Lonhi-gellod Trensnission holts, IR Turn, 1t 18 47§ Thon
mmﬁmmmm
LEo unihiEEs TuUnction Thay ant as prooi i [LOte, Nt oo mimstrators
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III Intollectysl Domtn=tyon dr the "Reign of Tervor"
" in the Youth

Onre again, we turn te the prevalling echaranter
of our epoch, the oppressiveness of atate~napltalism,
this time as it relates to the youth, prealsely be—
cause they are the least corrupted, always in revolt
arainet the shibboleths ot the amae, and yet ecannot
esrane 1t.

First, the poeitive aqualitles the youth have
brought. : '

a) The Group as a Whole

This generation of youth ia distinetly differ-
ent from the generation of the '208 and of the '30s
that have tended to Marxiam, or 1ln any case rehelled
amainst thinge as they are, It is so different that
it heeomes necesagry to analyze 1t not alone in - re-
latisn to other radical partles, but in relationsiiip
o our own party. e do that very openly before. the
public in the manmer. in vhich Lenin made party bulld-
ing an oren task, not only of the paper but in the
paner, = .. : : o !

o “Let us first of.z2ll make perfertly alear that

. We mre .nonnerned only with the generation of the ‘40w

7 ard not with that of the '30s, by contrasting the
th'right_at the atart and then leaving the. 308 a~-

: s8lde, oo o '

*' " The lorked-out zerersiion went in for big, maas
demcnstrations! againat being permanently unsmployed,
against fasolsnm, against war. . They held congresses

-+ imwortant enounh to . nommand the appearanse of Elea~
.nor Rebsevelt and John L. Lewls, This pgeneratlon
seema to. be quiescent and ig not a "Jainer.® -

P Thoge of-the loanked-out- generaticn who tame to
Marxism vere 4interested in “fundamsntal problems"”,
They. studied I'arx's Qapiteld, if not 21l three vol-
umes, then the first In any cass, But that genera-~
tion treated Capital as “eulture" rather than as pro-
dueticon truths. IMany of thenm went te¢ Bohemianlsm, .
And when the revolution.didn’t wome on’ the “appointed _
day". they hename wildly individuslistiec and turned to -
Existentlalism, Neot_ just those aoul-aiok intellec-

_ Yuals outside the Tiarxist movement, nut many in the

" ;P-o‘ i

‘?e had t0 lesve them be, and we did.

This genoration,..on the cther hand, though osll-
ad the Beat Goneration, has, as Hodmes has so pro-
foundly desaribed, “so distinetive an individuality
that, 1t has no need for immosed enosnyrinity." Al-
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thuuzh it seds no. revolution arjund the cornﬂr it
does not econslder itself "iost.”

On the contrary it has 2 sende of conwmmity and
ts seaprchinz £or a new belilef that would demand to-
tal involvement.

It keeps its riouth shut now, but that does not
mean. it acacents. It simnly refuses to take thlugs
a4 face falve, After 211, it has been used long
enoupgh and iz being oolleotively uprootad in a cold
war thet is as global as ths hot one was,

Even LIFY and TIME, with thelr suweedling gever—

alizatisns abhouds 23 million youth, me 1if they were
. all one mass with no sorisl layers between them, is

- foreed 4o admit that, althovpgh qulet, it 1e welghing
things, without belng cyniecal, That is true on the
na=ous, or at home, or at work, or even in the army.
It is not they vho are somfused; it is theilr elders
whe 49 neot lknow what they thinlk.

. ”hus the most surnriaad of all wers the teach-
ers vhen they were ¢:nfronted with the overvhelming
fant that it was Just Aheir demand for higher vages
that brought on theose esploaive demonstrations of -
the youth., It couldn't have heen "just that", they

“hnew, after all, they had heen i.eling the nastil-
ity of the youth day in and day out, and yet here
vas the same youth defending thelr righta. hat
seared them rost of all was the doingg of thease
youth, Here were raw high sahool kids hehaving liks
an exparienced mage weorking class movement; bold,
vioient, nonfident. All authorities - school, nity
hall, polioe - yere scared ad witless as the labor.
bureaunrata when workers wildeat and take to the
straets,

It was not Just the iteachers wares, they lmew,
It was definitely somethinr else, ther lmeuw., 3ut
what? "That was it?

This guileacent. peneration in 1948 jJointed the
“fallane movenment and now staped the rreatest demon-
stiration of hinh school. youfh ever seen 1n this coun-
try and 1t wasn't led Ly any radiecal group. The
radieal groups wers as surprised as the authoritles
had been,

hat was 1t? It is impossible tn pat the answer
from altting in offines ~ whother they be the wnlush
ones of LIFL, the bare ones of the school, or even
those of a radlnal parvty,
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The only way ﬁgxna¢k{he answer 1s to study .
those vho rome to ¥ou, wilh~whem you are in aontact;y”
wWhon you see every day, lLive with nollitically, ob-
serve. 1In this resnect 2 small movement haa an ad-
vantame 1n that the people who come to 1t ape net
Just individvals but soria] types. If you hegin by
not treating then as 3 whole, hut viewing thewm layer
by layer, then you understand more than the few peo-
ple who have Joined. 4 study of them is, in fant,
the imperative hasis nf working out the analysig of
youth ae a whole, ‘

We have already mentioned thelr leader, the in-
telectua’ who hag Dezun the study of youth movements,
He is the only one wha at loast, in looks seems to
resemble’ the ~eneration of the '308: 5 Wew Youilis,
Jewish intellectual; But evsn he ian't, I%t yvasn't
Harxian gconsmics that he showed an interest in, as
did the menaraiion: of “the '308; 1t was the politieal
movemenis_as z whole, not merely the Marxist one hut
the-Hitler totalitarian -one as well, " ‘ :
. _. . The ranks too were of different layers, The
- proletarian one ‘dld not turn.to the ilabor movenent,

but to 3 layer with whom he hid had eontact as & kid
and whieh had never haen touched by radleal arosup-
Ings: thé gangs, The student strike prevesled how
Orzanie to this generstisn of ynuth was orpganization,
‘No one had to %eash them that, They knew it long ba~-
~Tore they rearhed hinh sehodl, as grammar sehosl kica
in. gangs. fThis feel for revolt.ard organization
charsoterlzed +the Yyouth, ineluding the middle class
_Yyouth, . : o
Thers was a proletarian young woman whe did not
hem lose sight of. the nepmative. aspent of gaag-
of youth sincs she hag seen the zoot suiters
oome 1n s strike-breakera in her shop, Bhe wrote B
Pleae "Thevre sre Youth ara There are Youth" for the
youth section that #ve 1t a'new direction, This
paner, with all its fajllures, 18 ag different from
the youth sentinon in old radieal bapers as life 1is

from theses,

One youns ‘woman with a paroahial asnhool training
began to lodiz-at vouth differently and her arnalysla
of depe eddlation even among srampar school kids
turned their attentlon t0 a fueh younger layer, Aa .
: A 12=year 14 Nemro airl from .the slums of
-Harlem was brovsht around fo the organlzation,

Thesa wew qualities that they brough% with them

are now reanhln one stage of aonnratization in the
Publlnation of tws namphlaots: She, e youth's own ag-
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aeunt  [-his-wehsllion, at home, in school anc life
in youth house; the-other, a study of the student
deronstration, not as a Whritleal analysis 50 .Imcn,
as a rerord of dolngs. ) -

Nevertheless, our yovth is in 2 crisls. 4nd it
1s this we must analyze. If there is one phing our
one year's independent eximtence has tausdit us, 1ib
is thzt the nroblems of the eponh and tbe nreixlems
of the ormanlzation cannot he ca--wntad,.

B) The Youth Leadsr

Thely leader is young, 19, He kas not had 2
chanee .£0 be aorrunied. He has not had any opmor-
tunity to pet tlred (although the leadership of the
party did thair best to make him so). He ls-active,
gnergetic.’ ‘ . :

He has-no material basle for tureaueracy. He-

. has nompirations to be a great leadsr, Veverthlesa
* at-the School which the: leadership orpganized, it
came out that after = year of his leadership the
other mombers of the Youth could sum up their expsr-
tence with him under the vhrase "Reign of Terror.”

_ He put mobody in jeil. He couldn't, He banlch-
ed nobody.. Nevertheless at meeting after meetins,
they were consclous that they were belur subjeated

.0 a2 harsh and unmitigated tyranny. '

Why? _ L

. Simply becsuse that is the prevailing character
of soclety todav. L ) L -

¢

It is mot in his paychology nor in aay tenden-—
oy to dominate or any of that sort of peycholonical
. nonsensé, In every svhere of soclety capitallsm
has reaznhed the stame whero 2ll leadership 13 orgao~
irzed and dominating. You vote and having voted, -you
sit down end walt to see what they are golng to do
for you, It is so in soolely, it is ao in the un-
ions, in oll sorts of npolitical life. lie dian’'t
have to learn that. -

We. ure all that way, all the intellectuals are
that way. The only onee who are not that way are
the worksrs on whose back all thisz domination and
arganizatlion takes place, :

He Imew no other way exeept teo met the line and
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te bring it; and the ranks, having Keamnl .soge attacis
on entl-leadership, didn't want to show petiy=bour-

geolie Indisclpline, Beitween them both they reached
the impaesse,

First thers is the domination in soelsty. Then
thers ls the exnperience of the SWP., Above all,
there is the isoslation from the masges. That is
vhat sent the e¢ld organlsations to their doom,

: Now this expnsure of the reipn of terror was
not undertaken for exnosure's salte, nor yel 19 say;
Yell, 1if even this unrorrupted vouth could nst es-
cape the corruption of the ape, who can esmcape 1t?
tfa- have 22t 1snored personal resnonaibllity sither.
“Thet we have done hers is to bring it into the open
82 that we aan test the solution, whien (1) does
not lie either lun vnroeclaiming tis oharacter of the
ame nor in making the yosuth the scapegoat, (2) Ra- .
ther, the relstionship betwsen the epoch and the
youth will Jead (3) o a conneption of the party as
a totality. The party 1a a whole aomposed of the
three fTormations of leaders, unlsnists and youth,

" in which gach in turn 1s eomposed of varicus layers.,
- It ia never a question of iridividuals, but of social

tynes, layers, tendennies, and trends,.

J *The party 1s & whole and the relationship be--
tween 'its varts is s imarrlage without the possibili-
Ly of dlvorce or separation, not beecause of Catholilce
rites hut because. thérein alone lies movement for-
ward for the osrganization, The task of working out.
the relationship is a task not of the leadership a~’
lone, but of the ranks as well, It is a relatiou~
ship, noreover, that 1s not a static one, but a aon-
stantly shiftinpm one, and to lmow what 1t ig con-
rretely at each precniee stane 1z t95 prepare snesal?
for the rapldly shifting relations when-the struggle
of the working alass beasmes total,

It 1s prenlsely because we were turning to the
masges by vreparing to some out with & prinfed paper
and some doouments telling who we werse that the ldea
'of our Baohool originated,

)_The Sohsol of the Third Layey

. We had denided that although we had a basie
proleterian. theory, the only way that we eould know
whet the worlters wanted, wes to asl the wsrkers in
our organization what they thought. That 1s the WaYy
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the idea oririnated, of o arhool where the puplls
would teach the teachers ‘instesd of the toachers the
nupils, It was a school primarily for thée third
leyer to exnreas itself. If 1t hanpensd that inter-
nally tz2, so7e problema such ag the reign of terror
wers revealed, that we had not lmowm, it only nrovee
onne a~aln the nlag~ relationship between external
and intermal problens.

The ides was t2 urite what we have to say in
a wav that the worlters will be abls to read fron
aover to cover, That means that vhat vou have to
gay is what worler:z vwant to hear. Yhen that is done
yorkera will be able to see that there are people
who understand politics and that nolities is some-
thing that asrresmonds to ectual 11fe.

L] have to nmrepare a way out “o the worklapn
clags. ‘e sent for our rank and file to come to the
Sehool and teach us something. They taught us not
only molitically bhui ar@aﬂiaationa1ly. But that is
not sufficient. ’

e have +t0 o somewhere uhere we can feel the
Camerlean: workiag elass day by’ day, and be close to
those members of the organlzation who live and wark
" anotig the .workers. Ye move %o the labor center. The
intellertuals, the Bolsheviks, the ecenter la going
“to take tho firet blp step Lowards creating a lead-
“ership in which the union elemanta, men already
nroved a8 leaders. of workers, vill bejiin the task of
haroning party lesdsra.  Politles, forees, intellec-
tuals, union léaders, third layer. ~'ye have 4o bind
them all uoqether._ Tie- test of 1t all ‘w11l be the
" paper, . ‘ o
Intaernally, the test. 13 how tharcughly the lead-
. ership bases 1tse1f on the third layer.

The youtn 1aader aays, I don t vnow wrat to do, |
-I listen but I don't know what to dno,

”hat to do%

'la hava to raromnize that the basle acurae for:
nrorress of the »reanization, in 1ts ideas, ln lte
theories, .in its next conereie stepa, for theorstieal
advanne and organizational method, aomwes and nan only
aome fronm the third layer in the organization,

) It is o very diffioult thing Lo socept. It 13
a terrific Etruggle to prevent the intellentuals im-
nosing their ideas and lmowledge and experionae and
averything else upon tha proletariat in the orrani-
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zation., Until we clear that away, ve are not going
to burst out into the nev.

Once the third layer acrenta and wnderstands
the role of leadershilp there mugt e in 1t the nlll-
tant determinatisn 4o exnress 1tself and challenge
ske leadershin on vwhat 1t wants to say, and how 1t
wants to say *t. There must. be no more Reigns of
Terror, "Reign or Perror” is a phrase wWo are using
beraupe we all understand what 1t means. It can be
ecalled: intellectual donmination,

‘le have to make up our ninds to get that corr-
ect. relationship between the leadership and the
ranks, That is a marriase without auy possibllity
nf separation or divores.

0f "nourse wa'have.the'eamejidea-andfbelong to
the same prouning, Ve 'are nnt. trade unlon bursau-
arnts, *e are bound together by profound idsas.
Yet on thisrlssue fundamental elass attituvdes are
involved. T -

The future of the Wrganization in theory and -
practics must, reat upon the impulses that come from
the third layer. ‘e lmew it in theory particularly
i#hen we vere dennuneing the old orgenizations for o
not doing it. Butb .when it comes 4o ourselves 1t is
something a little harder to understand, -It is not
what.a 'worker sdys, A worker says mnonseuss as ruch
as anybody else. It 18 that he 1a judging from a
~ géertaln position in sorliety and he has corialn as-

nirations, lmpulses whioh nohody but himself can

have ‘benause. nobody lives vhere he livos every dav.
Durthermors our workers are not ordinary yorkers,
They are tue west tyne of workers snause they have
oot rid of suhserviense to bourcesls acclety., 859
they are in aboolute spposition $0 it, vhereas with
the nrdinary worken, his instinets are aovered over
with all sorts of Lourgeols lilens., *fith a class
.aonanisus worker, on the other hand, his 1deas Tlow
frqely,:ir_he is sure that he will get a reception.

;Hnd thoge views are the moat pfenlous~viaws in
the ‘world, wrong-as’ they may be at times. Those
aoming from the mass are the hasis of a new soclety.
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Be The Paper

Upon becoming indepondent the mest important pol-
itioal deoclsicn we mde wra to i8sus our paper on o decen=-
tralized basis, The paper waz not to bs done at the center
axvept for the editorial. Ench local was to be roaponsible
for the writing and production of a sectisn of the paper,
1t is clear now tlnt if our COHRRESPONDEKCE Every Two Voeks
s exlsted this year and & half, it is praciscly because
of this decisjon., We could brask thus sherply with the old
trodition of & few people a% iths center eoncentraking in
their hands the writing ard editing of the mper bocmuse of
our complete confidonce that tie repks wers porfectly oble
to do what the lendership had dedided vas its job nlons,
Thus the decision to decentralize the .predustion of the
vaper was part apd pareel of our. concept of proletarioniza-
tion -- of whot & workers' paper amd s worksro' rty are

ike. . _ . . -

Ihe very.fact that the ranks wers to write result-
ed in a now metho gi_‘_.writinﬁ. In opposition to thae atyle
‘of bookigh intellectunls writing for workers, which churagt=
erized.the old rodienl press, our paper would be sharacter-
ized by the style of one worker writing for another. The
very principle by which we set out to:write our paper bo-

+ onme the most populer exprossion at the School of the Thim
- Loayer. I% was: what an intellectunl needs at £11 times is
- 8 full fountein pen. .

Vo had bofore ue the horrible exaumple of the papars
of the old radical orgnnizetions. Trotsky himself made the
. 'mogt devustatinﬁ eriticism of the Trotskyist paper: "As 1t

is," he wrota, "the. paper is divided-emong various writers,
each of whom is very good, buk collectively they do not por-
- wit the workers ‘to the puges ‘of the Appoal, Enoh of them
-spoaks for the workers (ond ‘speske very well) but nokody.
“Wwill'hear the workars, In spite of the literory brilliance
» 4o a certaln dngreo tho paper becomes & vietim of jourml-
- istle routino. You do not hear at all how the workors livo,
- fight, closh with the police or drink whiskey., It is vory-
dangerous for the paper-as a revolutionary instrument for
thu erty. Tho task is not to moke a paper through the
Jjoint foroes of o skilled editorinl board, but to ONOOUrQge
the workers to spoak for themselves." . - _

: - Bvor since 1947 wo hod boon.moving in that diroo--
tions -During the intervoning poriod hotwcen the WP and our
-reqatry into tho SWP wo iasued o weokly BULLETIN which wos
primorily writton-by rank cnd filo warkers. Thoro had nover
boon anything like fhat in the United Stutes,  This was in
absolute opposition not aloms to the orthodox Trotakyist
pross, Tho Militont, but oqually. to Lobor Astlon, papur of

. the Workers Farty. Thnt paper was govermd by tho concopt=
tion thnt the Amoriocnn workers wero tnokword and it wna the
task of tho londorship to "populerize” Morxism., The popul-
erigntion consistod of: the editors tollking down to the wore
kors ovon o8 the londurship spoke down to the ranks incide
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tho perty. This we: dono with typisal i thv-bourgoois
arroganee, with tho inovitobie rosult that v, a activity
eround the prpor -- distrilution of n million in o single
Lrof. -= whs ne borren of results ns the orticloes in tho
pepor wore of contont,

) Looking brelk through the rndicnl pross it wns
olotr that thoro hnd in frot boon only one instence when
tho redionl proas erught the spirit of the American work-
ing clnas. Th.t wns tho onrly dnys of tho Daily Worker
in tho '20'a whon it first discivered in tho "Letors i
thy Editor" tho oclemental forece of the Worlking class itself,
Theso lottors not only introduced mows not covared by the
bourgocis pross, Abowe averything, they reflected nttitudes
that only tho workers thomselves could deseribe, bectuse
only they folt the totel hostility to the enpitalist clcsa
and its decrdent order, In truth, this mont not only that
thu style of thu paper wne differont, but thot +the activity
of tho party itsolf chongod. Yhere it wns %o bo distributed,
how it wns to to done, whet it is thet would form the brsis
of conversntion with your fellow workers +n whom you gavs
or sold it -- all these chnnged with it, There was thuy no
division between the robivity of the pepor and the aotivity
oround tho poper, The ?v.por wns bost when it declt with
something in the worker's lifo. Tho cotivity wng best when
the popor wne bost. The paper and the retivity converged
into new contriets nnd new stroto of population —- Sundcys
among Illinois minors, Mondays nt the Interhntionnl Barves-
- ter plant in Chiengo, or Scturdeys -on'the South Side -~ all
T - this rotivity wms in thythm with the nopirction we hod in
thoso deys end the econcoption: thot the Amriecan workers
were rocdy for o mew sooloty thon, , : I

" Along with tho -politics of tie Communist Party
rnd its drgenizotionnl preetices; the Daily Yorker soon . .
-etmo to its dogenerated ond, It wos goverrcd by the Stall
inist totnlitorinn concept .ond went ‘on'pounding 0 1ine --
o line set moreover in Mosoow over which noither the Amore
ican nor the Russicn workers wd anything to say, It meant:
the doAth of any workers pross in this sountry, .

Yot Amoriotn socioty is charged with sacinl dyn-
amitos Tho labor leaders have to fight these workers, If
thoy don’t, thay nra lost.” The elovorest of them is Walter
Reuther whose 1ifs is divrided into three portss 4in his of-
fico, in Wnshington, nnd on tho plens or troin to and from

Woshington, As with overy labor burcnucret, his main point
is thot. the workers are not recdy, not yet advencod enough.
In rerlity he cnd his mrchine ‘nre the prentost cbstaclos
in the rond of the workoers in the United Auto Workers, Lot
tako o sgoond to show this to you on the Regro question.
It is on record thnt whon the G.IW0. woe formed, it wms the
renk ond filo whito workers who wont ta the Nogro workers
end by fronk discussion, sosinl intermingling, ote. won
thom to union solidnrity, The buresuirats hesitoted and
legged behind, Today Routher will tolk by tho hour to a
Weshington Semnte Commitise nbout the evils of disoriminn.
tions Ho has o proprgendn deprrtment heuded by o Nogre
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whioh perlodically putlishes anti-disorimicecbaen venuimenss.,
But the machine hap the whole U.i.We working class paralys-
ed by its refusal to lead tho struggles in tho plant, Any
gerious struggle in the plant eutomatically brings recial
solidarity. But paralysis of struggle in the plant forees
tho workers to accept, and malws even some of them take ad-
voptape of, the racienl antagonism, which the company uses
doy end night. 8o that.the rgnson why the promise of the
Culule to abolish rocial diserimimntion has not gone bayond
its wonderful beginning .is due direectly to the reactionary
policies of the lobor turesuerncy, not merely on the Negro
~question but on the situation of unll the workers in the plant.

: " Thet thon is the politicnl nl:.gmmnt in the United
Stotes -- the ronk-nnd-file sorkers fgeinst the labor bur-
osouorncy whion is the mein support and defénse of capitalism,
ond the wholo burenucratic apptratus which it uses against
the peoplc. dnrlyse onsh burenucracy, spec:.flcc.lly and you
:[‘:Lnd the key to thei politl el situntion in overy country.

In Britien, ca I sce it, your task is to analyss the relation
betwsen the octopus of “Laber JFarty, unions, ond coppermtives,
ond’ the strenglehold thoy hove o tho working class. In the
»United Stctes,’ the Amoricon worker ‘has tnothor problem. He
has hed over o cantury of -oxpe rionce of democratie politics.
He has .been troined and disciplined in the most c.dvnmad ord

"-in the world. If ho.mckes a liftle monﬂy, he pays for. it in
.the intonsity '6f his axploimtmn. And today he is revolting
ngt'.inst the prod\‘mtwe .Bystom itself ond direotly cgoinst the
‘arecucriey.  IY im: the mest dangerbus situntion in the world, |
For tha. lcbor Lifonucrccy- in the United States has no great .
union or politionl mochino. "Amerfenn workers have not the'
yours of hnbitun.l ‘subordinttion to o lobor apparatus, The
lnbor birecucrecy here is feebld beyond ‘bolief, Thnt exploins
;tho freotic renction.of tho Amerienn goverrment and tho rul-
- 'ing olasss Churchill knows ho ean Aeperd on the lobor bur~
uenerney -to koop the’ workor's An England 'in order.- The Am-
orienn bourgeoisio onnnot dopund on the Amrican labor bur-
couerntgs 'J.ha situz'tion in the Unitod ‘Stntes is tense beyond
hclici‘. - e

Yot thore is no worlmrs pmss to express all this,
/The trade union POpera fro wWorse,, if-that is possiblo, than
the radiésl pross.  They nro ns fir owny from the workars'
iives, thoughts, amd cotivity. Thore are workors who rofuse
to poy union ducs until the union tonsomks not to send him
thot paper which hoe cs little cofncetion with his lifo as
tho houao_crgrns of the companies,

e

' Tnc Donision i

, . Wo !r".'c to -':1cv- tho dacizien to issus a phper on

AN doocntrnlizod begis opd to bo written minly by our ronks
from two aspootds-1) tho demand it mede upon all of us to ro-
cognize thtt tho workvra live a life of their own nnd have

_thoir own viows; and 2) whnt wis our spooifio funotioen ix it
‘wos not == ns it most cortninty was not -- “&o orgnnizo o.'ad
"to lund"?" Tho prpus would most cortniily not "sot a lino"
tho wey the old rﬂdioa.l proes ¢id it -- in truth, it wvns
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tho i‘unotion of tha paper to expross the totol 1mdoouae‘y

of the old radical pross cnd S48 conecption of "politiss,”

In nbsolute epposition to thet it would project the iden

of & now Soclioty, the clomonts of which exist right hero amd
now in tho rclntions cmong wrkers, their hoatility to tho
socluty thet oxists, thoir struggle for o new ferm of scoiety.

tho most important thing, thorefore, was to rocoge
nize thht the workers cro thinking thoir ovn thoughts, How
could it be othorwiso? Tho moof stmres ue in the freo,
Suddonly aftor nenrly throc hundrod yoars of eontinmuous
strugple nll over tho world amd gront visterios for froedem
off specech and.froo disseminntion of idens, ths world secms
to hoowe turned its fheoc-and its feot breokwarda, Great orpg-
anisctlons omd grent stotos nrise whose avowed purpose is to
provent the uttoranco or tho circulniion of one aingle iden
which thoy do not approve. .Amorien is no excoption., In this
country todny thoro is more foor ond torror about oriticiring
the govc.rﬂmnt than ot 2ny tino since the beginning of the
Republie, 'Whnt is happoning is thet tho ruling classes every-
whore oro onghged in n desperate struggle to distort, confuse,
end if neoessary, totnlly suppross these ideas, But to sup=
_pross thom, they vill hnve %o destroy tho systen of produe-
“tion itmolf, for it is this that gives rise Lo them, And
tho closor poople got 4o “thinking their -own thoughts, the
' more savagoly tho ruling eclass seeks woys to orush them.
The labor buronucrcts thorefers ore wory clireumspeet in what
thoy do nnd sny, act bacnuss tho poople are bookward, but
prooisoly beeruse tho people dro ‘ao advenced. The truth is
thot thore is no onti-war propagonde precizely. beenuse the
people ore so ‘anti=wnr thit no omd deres to say cuything which
 might unloose that mighty tarrent. That is the United States

.tOdf‘y.

' This is tho Unitod Statss thut avory Amr..cnn
worker rocognized. This is tho Unitod Statee that tho Bure
opean worker does’ nort know oxiata.

‘Nothing «- hi ~= will mike o bunch of Euro-
pevn ‘workors -- in Engiond ospoginily -- so conssious of the
. lios and continuous fraudulense of the Amrican bourgeois
. proprgande ns tho cotunl oxictence of o periedieal which ot
fixod onpd rocurront timos bringa the visws of the section
of the Amérionn working clrss to the proletorint of the
United Stotes’ and olsewhere. A book, o mmphlot -~ cll theose
thimgs do wondorfuily- welb. tut- thot's is nothing like o paper
for ganuim eduurt:\.on. :

' The ul‘bimvto sucodss of the nnpe‘ wﬂl depond upon
tho fact thnt tho poriphory ns well £z the ranks of the crge
tnizetion will koop the papor going. Novertholoss the ranks
of the wrganizotlon havo got to mnke wp their mims to tnle
the publiontlcn of "tho paper, the writing of crticles, amd
. the editorial work of tho papor with utmest soricusnoss.,
Tint. is thoir prosont funstion. Thoir business at tho rras-
ont timo is not to think about leading the prolotnriat --
that comos up ns it enmo - up 1n\‘¢' V0., and wo will know how
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to noty Thoir businoas is to live tho 14ifo of the prolotar-
int, to livo tho lifs of tho orgenizution ond bo able to
tronslato this into sush form as will constantly inercese
nnd dovelop the idons of the organizotion and its influcnco
among tho workcrs.

Thoy heve to underatand that this is no task for
intclluctucle s auch. It is o tosk for workers, It is
going to bu & tremondously diffieult task to oduento the orge
nnization so that the rask cmd filo take tho responsibility
for the prpor and for thum to realize thot in order ta lecrn
te formulato thoir idess in on orgaidzed way, they« ro ad-
vanelng the e¢loss strugglo ot home ard ~broad.

Thic then is.the gocond nspoct of the peper, In
opposition to the old radicnl pross which wos o pross written
by intolleetunls "for" the workers, curs would be o pepor
written by the ranks for the intellostuals apd the cdvonged
workers. Our school wns © sohwool of the third loyer to tench
tho londors; mow the loctls must tcach the centor to odit the
pepors Yo heve made & few-steps in thet diroetion, but we .are
o long woy from heving nchieved it, To cosure its achiovermont
with tho printod pepor, wo must therofore go into groot de-
teil. . .

- Somowhero among & vory active and livoly rank and
filo writing for tho peper and writing nbout whot he knows

is tho outlino of the now style nnd new eontoxt wo aro sefreh-
ing for. It hos oppeared in ocur pamphlota, Heow is this .
tohlovemunt of tho third lnyer to b recognized by the loocal,
to bo orgnnized, ond then to send on to the contor where the
papor will Yo printed, where thé finnl docisions will bo
mido y, and yot whero the organization remnins the editor?

First ond foromost tho guestion of the papor is
our cuntrol cotivity. This means the guestion of shop re-
ports, reports bWy intollectusls, locul issuws aron't just
- .thrown into tho mucting, as o sort of aderdum, No. Whon

“tho loenl mocta,, this is its central astivity, Tho reports
cre diseussed, ond onclysed tnd siftod thore. Thore the
doecision is mxdo as to what i to Yo written up, who is to
write it, whtt is 4o o sent to the ecntor. Thig bocomss
tho 1ife of tho brunch and tho whole branch i3 involved,

Thet's whoro our notivity begins, first with our-
selvos, tho throo layors in our organization, and the total

. Picturo omorges, Tho preparction for this wwok by weok bo-

comos tho nxis of our rotivity nnd ovorybody discusses the
form tho matoriel is to tako == whothor it should be token-
up by ¢ columnist, in an editoricl, as an ansedote. Straight
artioles, intorviows, briof onitorinls, nows atoerios, fulle
longth oditoricls =- from the vory toginning tho locnl not
only offors tho mitoricl 4o tho euntor tut dueidos the form
-4t ie to toke. AlY tho variocus forms of journmaliem aro to

bc disoussod at tho hronch, Othorwiso thore is no papor.

Publishing o pepor is no amnteurish job, That ie
the Wnsio concoptinon, Tho losnls nsodn't nlwnys write it
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thomsolves, but thoy W.ve to decide. Tho organizor is to

_guide, to olicit, te bo cworo and study the popor as o whole
ond holp tho bronsh in the discussion, but ty cnd larpo thoy

will bo the oditors.

Teko & metionnl issus iiko the stuol strike, If
overybedy writcs cbout it, not only the stcol workors (thoso
wo havo oontact with) ond not only the othor workors wo hovo
comboct' with, sty what they think,. But nisc tho potty-bour~
goois profossor with thi rosponso of his colloapues, tho of-
fice girl with tho rosponsos thore, the periphery that ia

around our orgrnizction -- whethor housowives or other strote

of tho populnticn =- nll say vhot thoy think, Scmowhoro
thoro, in whet they will do, is a solution to the preblonm.

The function of our orgeniention is to elnrify
workors' politics, ‘o stand for & new form of society.
There is r vory fundamontnl question hero in how this is re-
ficctod in the pnper. T4 is true that the paper doocs not sct
the 1inc irn tho senso of program, what the workers ore to
demnnd, whet they should db in eo.ch specifio instance, ns
people do not sob thomscives up as londors.  But ocur pnper
heg © léne ond the difforence betwoon the line which flows
from theso who think of themsclwos s tho londers and our
Jino in tho sense of ¢ body of idomd, doctrines, ete, 18
thrt we nro to elerify workers' polities and extond them.
L © ¥o.don't only. tallk ond listen to workers; we inkro-

.’ dueo subjocts to. workorsa; Wo have to gzot rid of this dash-
ing doim of nrticlus ond sonding in cnd putting them inko

the pepors There ia no objection te rrticles being deshed :
down, but.the broneh sust seo thom, must hove on idec of whnt )
.15 poing on, of -whtt is goad stylo, whnt i3 not, For oxamnle
- “tho’ quostion wos rrised of going into o workors! miliou, of
_ going but not knowing whot to do. ¥irst thoy liston; then
whon thoy heve listoned for r while and don't know whot to
. do,.thoy got the idec of tho old orgenizetion, that they

" love to politienliza, to pub our stemp upon it.
R W N *

Lo . ‘ihet we have to.do is to give ferm to the idens of
%he workurs, Whet appoors in our paper ls not the some thing.
ns tho workors' 80ys Or meroly a.gondensation of what he sdys.
It is orgrnigod nnd formulutod, pointed and charpened, Then .
. 4he: Workor..racognizes whot oxists and whot he thinks and whot
_he doos in & form that gives his impulscs and instincta
logionl drgerizations And with thia loglcal crganication of-
his impulscs ond instincts nnd dealres, the impulsos, in-
stincte, nnd decires aro no longor what they were bofeore,
. but hovo cohioved o now quality. “And that new qurlity is
. whot wo hovo to give %o it,
o ' . P
o . Evory loonl mooting, overy losal momber must be-
gih to fool himsclf not-cn ordimnry worker, but a venguord
* In thet-senso. - That is not pollitionlising whet tho workers
say. - It- is somothing much more profound nud diffioult,

. This is going Lo put on ond to the problem of
Nailiou,." Vo go to thc niliou, yos, but wo have to mike

2115




~ T22
semothing of vhot the worker acys cnd dooa thoro. Thot ia
whrt the plomum repert triod to say, Vhot the third lnyer,
whré tho workors ecy, hos to bo argnnized ond givon form.
It is not £ litercry quostionm, or 1 quustion of stylo, It
is & cortoin litorcry rosult. But firat cnd foromost, it
is orgonized rnd given form, the farm which we o8 peeople who
atond for & now socioky hovo and which firat and foromost
the everago rank end filor in cur orgonizotion ks,

Tho fundomentn} thing to rocognizo is that the im-
pulsua, instinots and desiros of the workers, from the mero
foeg that thoy ore instinetive, are ortanplad and permonted

nlwnys with bourgoois idecs. The problom is hew to toor the
rovoh.tiomry impulses out of this contradiction, 4&nd every
member of thoe orgrnizetion must bo awnre of what is toking
ploce ond be oble to see alse inte the ultimate logiesl
conclusions of what tho workers nre soying. lo hove to draw
it to thet ond vory boldly. We have to loorn to do that.
Yo ean't depend on the workers doing that.

Editorinlizing is ome of the most diffioult joba
of the doy. You can schiove editoricl effect in verious
woys. dou cin tchievo it by mas «- i.e. you give o whole
moss of mrtoriel of o cortnin kind, just pile it up. You
ctn ochiove it in n more s1'.Llu form, by voriety, onoodotea,
lottors to the oditor, oditerie), nows story, nll doanling
with tho srmo subject moro or loss from the aome point of
viow, Or ot r cortiin stnge you tnke o whole moss of mok=
crinl, toako five or six prges of the mpor, and you have n
wholo mass of corrvospondonce which you dornl with, You stim-
ulnto corvnapondonco, Or you dolibcratoly poso un“oaing
viows, idocs yeu think oro ontirely wrong.

And thon ovory locnl is hanmdling this on three
lovolss
l Tho motericl it is handling, .
¥hot hins ‘boen appoaring in the papor cnd vhat is
likoly to apponr. Bvory oditor is wwure of this o month or
" so chend of ¥hon the papor is coming out.
3) ¥hnt is hnppening in the ocountry at lerga.

&n oditoricl givos o frumework so thot the tumul-
tuoua wvrricd oxprossions arc not without some sonsu of dirooe
tion, It is o sort of political puidango from tho lctidor-
sh ip to tho ronke nnd the poriphory, Bnt it vould bo false
to think that tho cditoricl is tho swumtion of the pLpor,.

The wholo point 4s that overybody heas to cdit the
papor. 4 bronoh mooting must bo o combinntion of the roporte
ars and the cditors, & printed paper ma to W demo {rom tha
centor of coursc. Tho finnl dooisions are mndoe thoro. Somo
of tho commonts ond vorious things thnt cano in apen't just
dumped ine, It isn't ¢ questicn of maplpulating or shaping
the papor, but wo hove te bogin to odit tho pepor. Vio have
in mind tho curront issuo rnd tho noxt few iasuon os woll cs
whot has boon, in tho papere Yo mll have to do it, The orge
anizrtion ic Mo cditor, It has to learn what ~odlting is.
That ia whet wo ore cll going to beoome -- gcitora, Wo are
going te lonrn to edit a paper,
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