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ROSAATS

. 4o ropresent liarxisa, de are barxlats,

‘ Phere are many today who claim the title of
barxism, The Ssalinisss, the greatest pervericrs of
warxism, ars the loudest.conlfeniurs for the Hibles -

Troteky broke with the Stalinists in 1828 and the
American pariy was formed, %aere could be no queglicn’
that he represented the revolutionary opposition o The
Staliniat bureaucracy, : ‘

In 1940 osme the split in the American Trotskylst
movement, W#e were in that spilt, The vWorkers rarty vwas
formed, But &t tho 194l convention we found ourselves
in cppoaition to the meJority of the Workers Farty.,

Je gald that Bussie is stute oapitalist, This .
analysis was tvhe basls for a now Aussian Hevolutlon,
de sald that the revoit of the workers would be on-.a:
total scule, in strict relation to the totality.ef .
their administration by state: capltal, . e

s

o had only one and a half votes at that conven.. - -
tion, .+e were only a handful, Lo S

" Being intellectuals we sei ourselves to study-
the Ausgian econnny aad Marx’s fapifeh. Forest wrote . -
an analysis of the Russian ecoveny Pased on primary
sources, 'Lt was the first compreliensive. study any-
where in the world whichk eatahlished the revolt of the
Ruasian workers in the factory as the key to she need -~
for the. Sfalinlat police stute, . o 3 L

Our studies of Qanital were plasing Ospital, 1n
the center of the uviawa sliugzle sgalart the Lursaio-
racy, ‘hese %ad latzr to our takiiLg the imisladlve
in the fight. agaiust tae Stziinlsh re+isloil of Sapital. .
For the fics time since 4he dsath of Wrolsky the vevow - -
1vtionary cpposition to Ssaiinlisn sombelisd recognd tlon
from the bouwegucis scadsnls worid. Yhe debate tasbed &
year end everyone who ‘aer interseted in the analysls
of the Ruapiaen Wuestion knaw aboutl 1it, . CL e

In 1943 came the resistance movemenis in Buropa,

The Worksws Farty said that vhe masses in Europe wers' .
fighting fcr Haviousl independerce and a reetoration of -
democracy. - ¥e mald that the reeistanse ‘movemants were -
natlonsl only in-appearance, In reality thls mass .. -~ '
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movement was soclalism trying to eatablish 1teelf on &
continental seale, Socialism was nearer, not further
avay.

The dlspute was over the alleged backwardness of
the masses, We saw the monstrous barbarism everyvhere
as an attempt to crush the lnvading soclallst' soclety.
The Workers Party, on the other hond, saw the barbarlism
a8 a sign of the incapaelty of the masses to make the
ravolution without Stheir leadershlp.

Tha conflict epread to the Hegro Question. The
Workers Party scid that the Negro struggle had to go
through the stage of unity with the labor movement be-
fore it could be revolutionary, We szald that the erup-
tiong of the Negro masses over the question of democracy
wera part of the American Revolution and an snticipatlon
~of 1t, - ’ :
/ :

' We were now entering tho Americon arena, At the
1944 Conventlon we warned the W,F, that unless it saw

' " tho developing Ameriocn revolution, we would have to
fight them on thls issue too, the decislve queation
of. the 1ife of ‘the Amerlean party. - ' : .

. At .that time our organization comprised only 16
or 20,  But we were beginning to find our roots in the
-Unitod States, We wrote Edugasion, Propasanda _and

CAcitptiony. - We outlined & program for the Americaniza-
tion of Bolghevism, We Bnidl - e

HEvery nrinoiple and rractice of Bolshevism hag
to ve translated into Ameriten torme.’ Hlstoriocal mate-
rialism, the Marxzian econowic analysls, the role of the
party, the relution betwern demuoracy and soclalism, -
the relation between the %rede union and the party,

“peformism and vevolution, the role of Sooial-Damocracy,
the theory of the stube, the inevitability of socialiem,
every single one of tiese ecan be taught, developed,
demonetrated from the'‘American ecnnomle, goclal, ‘and
‘political development, ~The American Revoiutlion, the
Civil War, the Fnlelite of Iskor, %he Popullst Movement, -
the Southarn econos¥:..the tremendous history of the -
€.I1.0.; the devolopment of the two major nurtles, the
political and social ocontributions of Paine, Jerferson,
the Wilson administration, the New Decal, the N.R,A,,
the Amerionn dollar oivilization, the deocline of the
American Socislist Party, DBugene Deba, Johnr L, Lewls, "
the Marxiat analysis of all this is the muterial of our
education, of our propaganda, of the crsation - of a. . = .
Bolshevism whicli will break a nath for ua to the American .
masaes, The iders and prinoiples ol Marxlsm must be . - .75
boldly and: uncomproinlelngly presonted to the Amerlosn + - '
. workera," That was 1944, '‘@even yeams Gg0Q.. - AT
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The Workers Paerty could see the American workers
only ae people to be agitated and led in strugcies for
higher wages and plenty for all, In 1945 the G.M,
8trike broke out.  The Worliers Party sald that Reuther's
rrogram expressed the limit of what the workers wers
ready to do. We said thnt if Reuther called for the
openlng of' the books, the workers were ready to take
over control of production, and should establish their
own renk and file factory committees to do so, Against
the burenucratic schemes of Reuther, we posed the
gelf-organized activities of the rank and file workers,

By the 1946 Cenvention we hed completed our op-
position to the Workors Party on all questiong--inter-
national, Amerdcan, the Negro question, the gquestion
of Bullding the Bolsghevik Party. :

They alwrys thought that we were going to split,
Desplte the difficultles we did not want te.do so, -
They tried to drive us out of the party, We tried to -
stay 1in, SIS - ok

' .. We'wero fighting for the unlty of the two gée~.
tlons of the Trots=kylst movement in the U; ‘8. When:<.
the opportunity for unity came in 1947, the Worlkers

- Party refused to unify, and we split from them,

o Before we entered-the Soclalist Workers Party .
‘we had an interim perlod of three months, This in -
itgelf was unprocedented, The work we accomplighed

- 8et a new landmark in revolutionary moblligzation. of”
any vanguard grouping, In the few short months of
our independent existence, we published: .

" 1) .Tne Bplance_Sheet of Trotskyism in the
United 8tatos, 1940 to 1947, R

. 2) The Inveding Sooialist Sooiety, a statement
0of our oppesltlon to orthodox Trotekyism on the Rus-:
slan Questlon and tho Europesn revolution,

5) Marx!s Ecénomic-Philosophio_Esgaya on
Allenated Labor, Erivete. Property and Communism, end
Critique of the Hegellan Dialectic, - '

4)Dislaotionl Materiglism and the Fete of -
Humgndty, Thls estabilshed the masse revolt as the ks
to human history. It was the fivret time in the Marx- .
iat movement, alnce Lenin in 1915, thut dialsotical = _ .
‘theory and the dynamios of the revolutlon wers.jolned "~
- togather, : . , S L

"8) The Amerionn ngkggi‘a desoription by a-
£

. "maohine produstion worker of iifé in the factory, . ..




together with & philosophic analysis of the new soocial
individual arising in the factory in opposition to the
trade union bureaucracy. Thils unprecedented combing-
tion of the concrete 1ife and rhiloscphic theory of
the American vorier was subsequently indepsndently
translated intc French and nublisiied in Faris.

36) Finelly, we published a weeily journal,
It vas written primarily by our comrades and their
friends in the factories and in the mines, wharever
they were, on the asgembly line, on the night shirt,
in radleo or in auto, | Nothing of the kind had ever before
seen the light in the United States. oo :

: . We went .into the Socialist Workers Party to make .
‘our experiences with the wvorkers in ita ranis, We aia - . -
not fight with them on the Russlan Question, We did ;
‘what we could to advance the idens of the American
revolution, At the 1948 Couvention we ceme Torward. ‘
wlth a report 6n the Negro Juestion, Trotsky, from the
start of the movement irn the U, 8., had told -the Amerliocan
party that 1t dld not deeerve the nams of revolutionary
Marxist unleas 1%t could find ite way to the Negro mas-
aes, The BSoolallst Workers Purty hand been able %o do
nothing on thils question untll we reaturned in 1948,
And even after we showud them the wey, they could do
‘nothing because a revolutiohary pesition on the Negro
question requires a revolutionary posltiion on tha
Ammricen Question, - .

{j We were not intollectunls, We refused to be
M. pushed into any collegium to do wocademic. research,
We participnted in the lire and organivation of the
.party. We actad as resronsible members of local and.
national ocommittecs, We participuted in mobilizations
out of all proportion to our numbera,.

Our fundamental politlcal posltion by this time
was very olear, We stated it fully in 1950 in State~

- Cavltallem and World Hevolution, This doocument for
the flret time developoed tlis concegt of ' the lngeparab-

111ty of politios, economics and g ilosophy. We
placad at the ocentér of all sooinl existenced the
struggle of the rank and file woilters against the trade
union burcaucracy and the whole bureaucratioc adminis-

© _tration of capital,

: ‘ Trotsky had hnd a oclass opposltion %o Stalinism,
- Hie basle wase wrong, He thought the class lines were
" drawn on property lines, But for him the bureauoracy

was on one side of the olass llnee --tha revolutlonary -

workers end tha Fourth Internatlonal, on the other ‘aide,
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The Soocialist Workers Party and the Fourth
International refused to toke clnss posltion ageinst
tha trade union bureaucracy, As a result, finglly
in 1950, 1t capitulated completely to the totalitarian
counter-revolutionnry bureaucracy of Tito,

After that its degeneration was rapld. The
Fourth International no longsr had any hiatoric rcason
for existence indopsidsnt of the 3talinists, The
Soclallpt Workers Party becams increasingly imolated
from the working olmss, It beeame a: ¢llque, Its mem~
bers were preoccupled with ths winning of union posta,
When they were pushsd out from these poets, they oc-
oupled themselves with nost2lgic reminilscences of
their self-sacrifice throughout- the years and with
their bitterneas agrinat the working class who had not
recognized them as its leaderg.-- . -1

. Everywhere %iat we were, few though we wers-in -

numbers, anpd .for the -last ter, years functioning in. T
the stralghtjacket of the politice, firat.orf the Wor-
kere Party and then of -the Sooiglist Workers Party, - o
our members always found themselves clogest in ‘theory
and practlce to the rank and file workara, . Qur. gom~ . . .
rades had.led sitrikes or sliarecroppers in Migsourt,. = . -
In the' mine areas, they wers in the forefiont of a Lol
rank end fils atruggle agalinst John L, Lewig, . In the -
U,A.¥. one of our workera symbolized the revolutlonary - . .
opposition to:Reutherism, .In Galkland, oun comrades’ - .- ..
gnd rnot the Socialist Workers- Pariy, were glven the -
volunjary support of ranx and r'ile wovkers in the elego' -
tion., In the faotoriss our courades wera finding olose
sooclal tles which extended outslde the:factory into the - - -
whole soolal milieu of the workers., - . , R

L

In theory our comrades and our organization had -
rid 1tselfl completely of sceptiolam in regard to the Sy
proletariant .and of all reliance upon .the bureaucraocy,

They gravitated automs tically therefore to the moat
revolutionary strata of the vworkers,  This wgs trus
An every sphere--in the factory, among the women, .
among the Megroes, and among the youth, .

This 1a the direotion toward which our-ten years
has nrepared us, Our breuk with the 5.W,P, now frees_ -
us to make this soolal milieu the basis of cur vhole -
exlotenos, Thils i the ravolutionary politics of ‘Marx
and Lenin, More than even 1t is today the only revolu~
tionary politios, - : IR AR
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THE HISTORICAwL SIGUIFICANCE OF OUR
SREAIT FROL ARIRICAN TROTHIYTISM

|

L. _The Bnginning

We are now lepving the Amerisnn Trotskylst move-
ment. Let ame begin by brierly reviewlng the parties of
Amevicen Trotskyism, = . o

DOUGLASS:

ATter tuelve years of exictende a subetantial
Hinority, that latep assumed the name of the <orkers
Party, enlit fronm “he parent body, 'the Saciziligt -
Yorkerg Farty. THit wos in 1940, "By the time the very
first convention or this newly-rormed Workers Earty
rolled around, Johneonlsm arose ag 8 distinet tendency,
Comrade Roberls hae deals With this in part, I wigh %o
Geal vith the historic past from tvwo different ventapge
?oints:‘(l)what is past, what 1g being left behing, and
2) whet is new, -~ = . P

e

From our very start in 1941 thera were basic

Teatures' which distinguished us rrom the splitters
of 1940: . - S .

. One; 1In cenirast to the group led by Shachtman
vho had aplit withoumfhaving worksd out:
political“popitlon in opnosition to ;
¥orked out a’ clear politicnl line; - (I shall Geal with .
this a 1is551e 1 ter; under the Ruseian <ueation, )

Two, Désuiﬁn thoo fact, we did not split from

the Woriters Frrty. - No seridus revolutionist 1ightmindedly

breaks from what. purnorts to be 9 revolus!onary varty,

Thrée, . .The crucial po;nf,'the‘new Dhenomenon was
that both wings or Trote's ubordinsted the quef~-

tion of the role of labor to the question or the form of
property.  We, on the other.hand, had placed-the'working

class in thé center or 511 our thinking and all oysm belng,

‘ It wos the workeps! role in productione.in ﬁhe
Tactories, in the mines, in the mllls ang in the
Tielda--that defined the elagg charaoter of goclety

? of the 8tate or natlonal .
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. There can be no serious Marxism outside of this
overwhelming consideration of ths role of labor at the
point of produciion. : X :

We have never moved one ineh from this concept
ol labo;. .

It 1s this which distinguishes us from Trotsky-
jem and from the tendencies breaking from Trotakylsm
on other than basioc Marxist grounda, It ie this whioch
hae re-established the continulty in the Marxist
movement from Marx to Lenin to present-day Marxiem-
Leniniem. ' L ;

Theoretically, this point of view ig expressed
in our analyeidé of Marx's Oapital., We say that today, .
1951, 1t becomss perfectly clear that the axis of .
Capltal is the plan lhherent in cooperative laboxr, on T
the one hand, and the despotic plan of the capitallst,
on the other hand. Those are meraly different terme
for the creative force of -sccialis® labor, on the one
hand, .and the labor buresaucracy, on the other hand,

. "We eould not, however, have discoversd this axis'
of Capitsl without the gonsrete struggles with orthodox. .-
Trotskylsm, and its fetishlem of plan as 1f in and by
jteelf. At meant socialism,. In truth, in Stalinist .
Russla, where the planned economy has reached.ils high-
est point, plan is not socilalism. Qulte the contrary,

It is the function of the totalitarisn. bureaucrady. ' - =

. Plan today on & world escale is represented by a
ubiquitous labor and adminlstrative bureaucracy, It =
18 precisgely this bureaucrasy which must be deatroyed
to release the orestive plan inherent in the cooperative -

form of labor,

. It became necessary to move away from these
intellectual types, to go directly to the workere at,
the point of production, to learn from them what it
1s they are 'preparing in their fight against thelx '
present-day enemy. Our whole development shows that
to do so we had to brealk with Trotskylsm first, :

_From our very firet article on the Russlan Ques-
tion in September 1941 we had put our finger on the = ~ -
gpot, We dlvided what Troteky had united: the property -
form and the production or clage relationship, . Our’'
Russian Resolution estabiished the:following.pointsi

One: moved the Russisn Question away from its

national boundaries by analysing the speoiflo stage: . =
of world produstion, whioh we defined as state~capitalliam,




Two: established a continuity between Marx's
analysis of thke laws of motion of contemporary so=-
ciety in Capital and our analysislof‘stete—capitaliemr

Three: demonstrated that Marx had emphaslzZed
over and over azaln the indissoluble connection bet-
ween the movement of capival and ite opvosite, labor,
the only force ecapable of resolving the contradlc-
tlona of cegpitalism,

Any analyslas of the stagze of pvoduction outalde
of 1%ts etrict relationshlp to the specific stage of
the revolutichnary asctivities of the masses has no
meaning, Or, to put it more.precisely, since such an
snalysis ig an abstraction, 1% inevitably lesds one
_into the trap of the radical bourgeois golution! |
making the machine sver mors perfact, and Gegrading
the vorker to .sn appendage of the, machine.

Thus also we separateu ourselves’ from the purely
1ntallectual analysis of stete-capltallsm,. '

i It wes this. vge ot theory—-never separabing the
stage of production from the revclutlonary dctivity of
the workers-—that prenared us thc followlng years- to
tranalate our abstract theories irto -conerete nractice,
And, what is far-more important, recognizing that the
proletariat wag already Drdcticing it, .

II—-—The Criticnl Yesr - o,

The year ig 1943. The immediate impulss 18 the
great miners' sirike which, in the midet of a world
‘war, challenged not only tlle mine ovmers but ths bour-
"geois state, A new,. a higher stsrge of thé olass :
struggle had been achieved by the American proletariat,
Yet.all the Trotekylst partiea could come up with was!
"Nationallzation of the nines. 2 '

Thot new stage of. the clees struggle was world-
wids, It reached even invo occupiéd France, Desplte
the Nazl occupation, desplte the concentration-ocamp
= gtrangle-hold of labor, a general strilte against fur-
ther denortations of lasbor as slave laborsrs to Germany
had broken. out in Lyons, Yet within Trotskyism a ten.

‘ﬂgnoy arosa, later to be called the tlieory of historio-
tvugression, The authors of this theory sald

tnah %heudé BQGration of -bourgeols goolety meant. alao

‘"the degan@rg oA of the proletariat, = ..

. Our doné&pti%anan tha exaot opposite. ~ We .@ald
that the dagrndatton>or‘bqurrnnia goolaty was due to..
the matarity and power ol the proletarlas, That wase
true of the ‘Fiench’ workers as 1: wap. true of tha Ameri-‘
J“can mlnsra.

S0
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The-tremendous maes demonatrations by Negroes
in Harlem and in Detrolt at the.end of that year
brought frech confirmation to our point of view.
These were clearly morked off from the previous ‘de-
Tenelve struggles when attacked by whites, No cne
attacked them directly this time; they attacked,

Becaude 3%talinlst Ruaels was in alllance with
Amerlean imgeriallism, BenjJamin Davie, the Negro Com-
munist Farty representative in the New Yorlk City
CGouncll, ajspcared on the same pluotform with Mayor
Fiorello La Guardia, and, like a good guavwdian of
bourgeols law, asked the demonstrotors to go home,

You would have thought that the 3hachtmaniies, with

their position of anti-&talinism, would grab this
chance not merely to eide with the revolutionary masses
"in general® but in the gonerete when they continued to
demonatrate both agalinst American capitsl and Staliniat -
counter-revoluticn, e T

We thought so,

We wrote a front-page editoriel in the party
newspaper, Lsbor Action, lalling the demonstration, . .
comparing it to the miners' strike of that year, ex- .~
posing the :Stalinlsto, nointing out the new high .
stage of development of the proletarint as a whols - -
and the Nepro mnsses-in particular, B -

: Not so the Workers Party leadership, Coolidge,
the natlonal labor organizer then in Detrelt, was busy =
demanding that the Lnbor aAction dlsassoolats ltaelf ™ - .-
from thie article and point oul that no new stage had '’
bgen ieaohad. It was 2 rocoil, anid he, from a K,K,K,;
attacl, ‘ " . : IR

- Such blindfiess to the significance of the revo-
lutlonary activity or the Negro wmasses could only stem
from & oonception that they were "backwerd®,

: Wa were smack up againgt the root of gll our
differences with the Workers Party. "

It 4nvolved the road to _the American pro}étariggj;”5

revolution,

IIL.~The Sogial Revolution and "tho Csdre"

The line between us and the W,P, waa now drawn,
The Generpl -Motors strike of 1945 brought: to a olimax - -+
the ‘atruggle and revenled thc true.oharacter of the~
W.P, &8 tall-endist to the Reuther bureauorscy, It
-wag ‘now olear that they hed to have the positlonithey
‘had on ‘the: Negro: Question begsuse, of- thoin-conoept of

.. the Amerdosn proletariat as- "buckward! !

2.
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It 1s this which compelled uas to look closer at
the nolitical cadre of o narty that cleimed to be revo-
lutlonary, but that had such & misconception of the
revelutionary actions of the maseos that it could not
Tormulate conecrete slogans %o meet and develop the re-
volutiona»y aspvivations of the masge R,

1)The lesders_and the "backward" Workers in_the WP

_ It vas conridered a-funny joke ln the W.P, fo say
that Johnaonlsm may pet some raw, "backwari" workera to
Join ite caucus, but i% never had and naver would succeed
in breaking up the nrecious cadres, thet le, the lenders,
it-was surely true tliet the worlers understood, but the
‘cadre never did, : ' L ‘

. One-occéaion made us orobe this‘matter fuﬁthef;
I wish to relate the perticular incident here becauss
it shows: ‘ ) ; ) '

: {1) how & political lesadership turns into a
clique whon its ideas do not.stand the test of -time,

- (2) 1t domonstrates that after 23 years of de-
velorment of Cannonite arnd Shachtmanite Trotsekyism,
there vas not a eoul in either party who could pre-

-8ervo the revointionary aims of Leon Trotsky, It
needod Natalia Toreky Lo cry out: I do not see his
idems 1n your politica,..In tae past we always con=
-sldsred Staliniem to be a counter-revelutionary foree
in every sense of' the ‘tevm, 'You no longer do so.!

" The particular episode about the cadre dates
“back to- the Workers Farty at a time when the theory
- of historical retrogression had appeared. The dis-
satlsfacticn of the membership was so great that 1t
even seepsd tirough to one leadér~--Paul templa. He
wrote an article entitied "What Awve the Pivspacts for
Socdaliem®™ This cioeely anprosched our posilion on
the revolutlenary sroapests for aeclallsn, not centu-
rles hence, but in our time, It lacked the concrete-
ness of our position, but it was unm.otakably opposed
to the concept of historical retrogression,

Here, finally, we thought, there would be a
break, The lesderanip thought us utopilans to think
.80, In thie one resnect thay were right. When
Temple sensed. that.the development of his posltlion
would mean his aesociation with ua, he rully and
oompletely retreated,

. ¥o8, the leaders were right in this one respsct,
The important queation is: Why? -Why should Tomple have -
N thought 1% more corveot to -saorifice hig politiosl .. .-
= princlplea.than to breek with: the oadre-‘thut was play=
- ing aropndyWiﬁh.thra'ruynousithgory?:H SN Nt




-'ﬁdeatnoyedflnﬁitapdwn countvry and in Spain;.:

.

The word for such unprincipled sction in revoluw
tlonary politics 1s! gliguism, But that only labela
the answer, It does not expluin hiow a cadre, a politi~
cal cadre can be transformed into Lis opposite, un
orzaninational olique.

, Tha answer ig not simple. I%{ &1d not.become ful-
1y clear to us until ofter we broXe with the W.P,, and
found the aame vhenomenon in the S,9.P.

2)The_le~ders and_the "hackrard" workers in the SWP

The two incldents in the SWP +hich showed both
the positive and’ tae negative aspects of this phenome-
non, the cadre, were: {1} on tho Wallace imsué, and
{2)en Pablo. : : L :

When the Wallpce movemant first apneared as the
nev pavior of capltslism, 1t bore a deceptive appéarance
because of 1te apnarent masa bace, It served to pull"
the SWP off base--Cannon pulled the leadsrshlv back. On
thls lesuc Cannon 4id not unver for a single instant,
-and_drove .through » straight glaes line, which shccevedéd:
in breaking up Lot only the open Chicago opposition) ‘bub:
also the more drnzevous ilmplicit owppositicn of theé™ . .
-others, In driving through an irreconcilaoble olags lin

Cannon served to consolidate. the Lleadership into & solid
politicnl cadre, _ S U L S

But the absolute opposite sccurrad on the ques-
tlon-of Fablolem, Cannon was impotent to meel the ~ =i
enemy within Trotskyism cs he lnd met the challenge of . -~
Wallacelsn because of his Ancaraolty to fight Staiiniem |
as p.class eneny, The rerult was thet Pabio, the /. L
Secrelary. of the Fourth International, was entirsly un~ "
inhibited in his expusitlon of the wonstrous souception, .
tha% the regimes in Lastern Europe, though “transilional!
would last for centui'es, and would remain one of the
"roads to soclaliam’, , e

Just ag a clean, sharp, principled break with ‘
historical retrogrescionism in the ¥P would have meant
Joining "Johnsenism®, so now the only etruggle. possible -
againgt the profounder peseimlsm of Pablo meant Juining. *
the only revolutionnry opposltion to sitate capltalism,
That the leader (Cannon)--that embodiment of. the old,
cutlived positiona, and thwe now, degenerate lins--could:
not do, The regult was utter chaoa, with hall a dogen
ditfersnt posltions oh -the nature of Bialinkan Tunning:
loose, What wrs worse, confuglon on the naiure=of: -
Stalinism hardened into utter genuflectlon before ™. -~ .
Stalinkem in the gadbb of Harshell Tito, - That poor-land,
- fugosluvia, held in the vice of a totalltarianibureaug=:
"~ raoy whose handa ave bloody from:the revolutions/dt .
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What followed wag ineacapable: 'The cadrae that
oould no longer d giggnbgygggq_ngvolgtion_gnd
counter-vevolution bkad o, and 414 .decempoga -hefora
Our_very eves intc an unﬁi;nciuleﬁicllaue.

_ The politiecal ang organizational degeneration
could not be kent bostled up in o theoretical Tight
about far-avsy lands, to show itself on the
American scerne, It did, The counter-revolutionary
climax to the Novembar 1980 convention was reached
in the speeches of Cannon: (1) in embracing Pabloiam,
axd (2) in his reactionary concept or ths American
worker; ‘It 1s the latter I wish to deal with here,

: , In my discussion on the recently concluded elec-
. %ion campaign, I hag pointed .out that, desplte govern-
~ment-ingpired hyeterin, vitch~hunting and‘red—balting,
‘lhe massés retained their ravolutionary‘outlook, ae ,
¥as shown (1) by the large vote fop the Trotekylst antj-
war candidates, particularly in Culifornia, and (2) even
where there was a decline in the vote, as. in Pennsylvania,
the vroletarist, 'tn its own battles with the bourggoieie,
‘showed’ tremendous vitallty and ingenuity,
was constantly awekening aver new strata o
into the struggle, as was the case with the teleplions
‘oparators, Thie %3 8 of analysis permeated the reports
of even gome Cannonites, At this.point the blg gua.
. went into acticen,

- In esaence here ‘1g what Cannon said:. The 'analy-
815 of the Amarican ascene ig wrong. We must not bhe :

" “dreamers and undersstimate the truth, the truth beling
that the hysdteria ang red-balting hus overwhelmed the -
Amerloan proletariat,In Mct,eald Cannon with upraised”

“ ¥ist, the Americen proletoriat 1s backward, - bourgeoi-

- 8ified, - It wac then .thas Cannon dared defile the name
of Marx by attributing to him an analysis of
Not only ta there no parallel between th: 3ritigh
proletariat of Mavx's day and the American proletarlat
of today, but--vhat is far mopre important--the whole e6=
‘sence of Marx's analyslis nmounted to the exact dpnosite
of that which Cannon atiributed to him, Merx sald that
pince a gtratum of the British broletariat had bocoma

. bourgeoisifiad, Wo had to go loyer and Gedper into the

'”'Eﬁﬂﬁﬁ+-ﬂﬁﬂx_ﬂét&.ihamugéklligdunEQLEEEIKBEHLLKQ;EBQ
rovolutionapy d 2oivorkers wno Were bulldind a. ngw W_king-

. of_unioniem, Cannon, on the other hand, lumped tng

. entire olams.as one,bqurgeoiaified'mass‘who_had_beoqmam -

" “the viotims o bqurgeoiaﬁpohoeptiqna. and’were thoroughly:

L I'|bg.:q1';wardl|. ; ‘ N . . o . 7-,.. . ..—-l b P Lo




2:8. For us thers 'is a fundsmental division within
‘the:proletariot itself, Capitalism can only exlst by
virtiue of the administration of the labor bureaucracy.
There are certain gtrata or the prolstariat vho, by
virtue ‘of thelr speclal role in production, are the

natural aupporters of thie labor bureaucracy,

We, on ‘the other hand, stand with the revolu-
tionary proletariat on the sssembly line who is mo-
blllizing against the labor burcaucracy and 1ts BUp=- -
-porters, - :

One hundred years of socimalist convictions werse
lef't behind by the cadre when 1ts leader Cannon spnke
.48 Reuther does on the Ame:ican scene, Its bowlng and
séraping before the Titolst bureaucrscy and 1ts asser- .
tion--just to be "falr", I suppose, to both aspects. of .
‘5talinism-~that the Stalinised East Furopean states
wersa among- the roads to socizlism was correctly branded
by Natalia as a view held only by '"dehumarized brutes", .

' 3) The ondgse nnd Hatalia. Trotely

With the authoritative volce of E0 years-iof ,
Bolsheviem Natalia Troteky spoke up: “This view marks -
an irremedlable breaX with the profboundest convletions
.alwaya“hald by the movement and which I continue to L
share,. ‘ ST

'

g

The banner of Bolsheviem, left sullied by the
Trotskylst cadre, was unfurled by the only living
link to Bolshevism, .

But to retain theae ravolutionary sociallst con- ..
vlctions Natalla Trotsky hed to. break with the Fourth’ o
Internatlional Leon Trotsky founded, She re-affirmed: " .
once again that "the only way out of the present situa-’
tion 1s the eoclal revolution, the ae¢lf-emanoipation of:
the. proletariat of the world.ﬁ o ! o

"An irremediable breeck with the profoindest son-
victlons always held by our movement"~-that was the . .. «*
degeneration of the Socliallst Workers Party, But.the.
opposltion to this degeneration brought about our ma- . .
turity., Unanimously we deoided to breal vilth Americsan
Trotakylam, : . ' o

IVz=4 Unanimous Dooision and a New Soolisl Milieu

. How pooount for the unanimity of the vote--a
sharp bresak with the traditional history of groupings.

+

that leave the parent bodlea? Jf
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It s that our ronk and rile, engh in hie own
way, had found their best rriends not smong Lthe so-

callad revolubtionaries, but_amongst their shop-mates,

The former were mouthingz big phrases, But it
wag the latter--by thair rejection of politicse as
they know it, by thelr deeire for a total transforma-
tlon of soclety, of their life in the Tactory and
outside of it--who weére .the trus revolutionaries,

The total transformation of soclety means not
only the overthrow or the bourgeolsie but the con-
atruction of a new soclety, The proletariat ig revo-
lutionary precilsely brcause its. role in production
prepares ‘it for revolt against “the condltiona of labor,
it does more. In tha cooperative. form of Jabor under
capltallism are the elemsnts of the creative plan
which will congfrues and davelon the new social orden,
This revclutiocnary soeial milieu neither the WorXkers
Party nor the Bocialist Workers Party could rind, ’

These intellectuals go to the proletariat, but
they carry, with tham all thelr prejudices, .The last
theorétical article’ addressed to the. W,P, analyased 'the
General Strike, (It was addrsssed as well to the 8,W,P,,
.although for the sake of unlty we asked that a blank
‘page stand where we had tied the W,P, and the S.W.P.
as'one,) It was once agaln insplired 'by the magnificent
minera' struggle in 1946 for it was that great event
that served to make. our dirfercnces so conorete as to
bring us to the.road away from these intellsctuale,

In essence thls article said to the parties of
American Trotslkylsm: "Your proletarianisation has
brought you nothing because -you went to the workers
a8 you go to the factory:. the minute the elock strikes
to go home, you rush out not only from the plant, but
away rrom your chop-mateés, The rages of the press ro-
flect this, Not only that: the milieu you do attruct
refloots this, “You run an open forum and have Jamea
T, Farrell aspeak on litersture, 240 people- show up,
You run another mesting ror Clement Greenberg on art,
and egain the hall is packed, - But-Conlidge, after
being advertised as having visited the mine area, 1is
socheduled to speak on the mine. strike and lags_ than

0, come to_hesr him, In a truly revoiutionary organl-
zatlon with a truly proletarian milieu, such & thing
could never happen,! K S

The 8,W,P, was as hostile to us as the W.P, when
we trled %o go towvard this proletarian milieu, . For. . .
four years they fought us, and: finally, in order to go. o
Yo the messes, we had to break with thie- go~called o

proletarian party,.”




Wa ocould see the work that had to he done, It
wasn't only the theories with which to fight 8talinism,
It wams the concrete road to the rank and file proleta-
rilat. To them we will go now, We will learn moro fronm
them then they from us, It has alvwaye been so with
serious Marxiats, Thot 13 how Marx's greatest theories
were developed, ‘ ‘

Vo-Marx's Cnopital and the_Creative

Activity of the Workers

Let me give you, concretely but briefly, a resume.
of how Cawital was wri%ten. I 6o thiag not from a pedont-
ic point of view, but becouse these truths we found ae
a-result of our concrete struggles with the 3, %W. P, 4in
trying to find a road to the msasases, In breaking with
the party to find that road, we slsc found the axis of

Lapitol., .

The minute Marx, as a young man, broke wlth bour-
geols soolety, lhe turned to the stud¥ of.economics, for
it is the woy we worlk, the relutions we enter into when
we work, both to the mesns of :lnbor and to our fellow . -.. .-
workers, whlch deecldes everytliing clase: the type of go- .-
clety %he,claas charaoter of the state, the method of ™~
think{ng. : : Coet

Hurx's great work, The Comauniat Manifesto, uh-
furled the banner of the wordng cluss and 1ts challenge -
to bourgeols soclety. It anticipated the: 1848 revolu- '
tione., The 1848 revolutions, in turn, deepened Marx!as _
understanding. With the defcat of the 1848 revolutiosns -
Marx returned to nls studies, He quickly learned to

leave the ealzre, sectarian groups who were fighting

anoug themselves strictly olone, But Marx's work moved
slowly while the worXers for the time being were crushed
‘and gquiescent, ' ' -

P

- Aftor a decade he produced the firat chapters of
vhat he thought would bs Copital and which he called the
Critigue of Political Egonomy, Somehow 1t was more & . .
work of a politiocal economlst then that of a proletarian
revolutionist, Tho proletarist, not having actively
demonstroted whet form their creative energles would sake
next, Mnrx's work lacked something, In uny case, hs -
waen't satlasfied with the Critigue, decided not to ocon-
tinue with this version, but to start afresh, - :

At thld tiwme the objeoctive movement came to help .
him out. Thare wers $remendous demonstrations of workers ° -
througliout Eurcpe, and the Civil War had broken out 'in-

‘the Unlted States, To iinrx, viiting the prefage to the .
first edition or Cnnital in 1867, it had "sounded the

tosein for tha Europesn proletarian revolutiom,. ' .
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-+ A fev years later the Parisian workers “atormed
- the heavens! and established the Faris Commune, the
first workers' state in history. Marx called 1t Tthe
political form at last élscoversd to work out the eco-.
nomlc emanclpation of the nroletariat, "

4 new efliion of Cnnitsl was writnen. Into thie
French edition of 1B73-1875 chungas of great hisgserie
imporéance vera introduced, It 'wae this editicn which
cleared up once and for all the iurm of value with 1ta
bourgecis fetighiema,on the cne .wad, nnd the foirm ol
the wor*grs gglf-nc ij153, on tie cther hand, Or, an’
I put it before, the axig of Capitol beeame the opposl~
tion between the deepotic nlan of ep eapltnl and the cre-
ative plan of the worhers tnherﬂnt An their coonerauive
form of 1abor. .

Now no one can tell in whht forn thia self-.

emancipating activity will appesr, Marx did not- and’

. could not know whut form the woriers would create ‘to
destroy the  bourgeois ataiz, root and branch. It waa
not Marx, but ‘the Parisian workers, who crented the-f
Commune, But 1% was lforx who incorvorated it info his
most abstract theories and in hls Address on the Civil

. Wer in France, vhore he warned that even the cooperst-

1ve form. of production can Lecome a "snare and a delu~ L
aion" unlesu the workers took 1t "under their own control, *

- Lenin aid not and could not know . what form ‘the
.workers wculd -oreate to. overthrovw the Tsariast roglne,
It was not Lenin but the Russlan mnsses who created
the 3ovioet, But 1% wns Lenin who incorporated it into
his theory or State and hevolutidn, that is vo say,
the new typo of state where she maszes "to a man®

‘would run the economy and run the state.

. How we do not know and cannot know what preclse
form the oreative activity of the workera will now dse-
velop to destroy the present stage of state-capitalism
and 1ts indivigible labor bureaucrscy,... But vhile we
do not know the preciso form, ve do. knov that the
creative foroa of scelalist inbor is there where there
ia the ravolutionary proletariat {the Negroes, the
youth and the wonen¥and on the onposite glde, is the
administvativa and labor bureaucracy.

: ‘We leave the S.W.P. to turn to theee masses and
to lesrn from them vhat it is they are proeparing to .
dastroy thelr progant enemy, the world labor buroaucracy.

" "We oan put 1t this way, If the loap rrom - ,3‘,.
Marxiam to Leniniem has meont the greater preoiaion :
with whioh ‘the. politionl form ror eoonomio emnnc-pa-
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tion was described as the masses "to a men" oontrolling
production and running the etate, then the loap from
Marx and Lenin to present-day Marxiem-Leninlsm has
meant the discovery that within the cooperstive form

of the labor prooess under capitaliem are the elements’
of scolallist plenning inherent in the workera themoelves,
I said that ve had discovered this axis of Capital ss

a result of our concrete struggles wlth the g,W,P. Bat
what is of far grenter importsnce is.that this discovery
was made possible only becouse of the maturity of tha
American proletarist snd the sbjeetive world reveliu-

. Ylonary situntion,

In conclusion, I have shown whnt dlstingvished
our tendency theoreticclly, what dietinguished it po-
litically, and now I wish to take up sompg of the things
which distinguish us organizationelly, 1I.d4o not mean-
in the ooncrete terms in which our Bolanocs Sheet . ’
-Completed dealt with the Rank and File Worker, . the .
Negro, Youth, Women, Nor do I mean it in the aense in
which 1t will be oonsidered in the sesslons, on Program .
‘and Perspectives, Hsre I wizh to limit myself only to
the queetion of organizetion in the historiop denase, in’
the sense in which 1% wrsg orlginally used in Marx's day.
&8 a prevolutionnry body of idens, - BT .

.. The young.Marx, when he broke with bourgeois . =
gsoclety, Joined one of many workers democratic .ten= ;'
dencles, . But the struggle sgainst Prussisn abgolutiem -
required more then o Cemocratic oppoeiiion and.a wor:.
kers ‘sdusationsl. svciety, and Marxlsm was more thsn
Just one of many workers educational aocieties. In the
development.of the olass struggle and of Marx'e. theories
rooted .in bthis struggle there was born that body of ~. -
ideas and that organizational Tform which 1dentified -
Marxism ae somothing entirely new in the world--a
‘challengs to the contemporary bourgsols world_ang.a
harbinger of the future communist sooiety, Tt

T In this original senee.of the worbigparty,-the -
8,W.P. cannot be.called.a party at all, -It ia in
truth only a clique, We leave behind ue . a cliquist
Jungle, ipolated from the proletariat and infested
with bureaucratic, bourgeois conceptions, . .. *

. . . We, on the other.hand, though emall, represent. -

the Marxiem of our day, distingulsgqed from Trotskylsm .

and from other stato-capitalist .tendencles. We are.no .t
more ohe of many stute ouplialigt tendoncles ‘than Marx ' -

was no more..than one of mnny demqoratic tendensien, - :

We are distinguished from all others by the indissoluble .
way ‘in-which we connect the specific stage of. production -
with the specifio stags of'thg-gggo;gtiongrxﬂagpiygggio;~.

- the massen, _
PR e R




We have made the proletarist the center of pil
our thinking nnd all our being, It is our social
milleu, It is where we live, work, examine our theow
ries and make nev onee,

In that original historic sense of révolutionary
party, we ore the true revolutiocnary party. ‘

By thet I do not mesn the mass revolutionary
party, That the vworkevs will bulld vhen they are
ready. MNobody cen build 1t "roph them, But we will
be with them when théy bolld 1t, A48 we put it 4in
Eduestion, Propagendo ang Adwdtation, here is how we
see our roles

"fhe Americsn mass party will not be bullt by us
or by the Cannonites, - Groups of Virginia ainers, West
Coast sailors, Southern sharecro?pers, Pittsburgh -~ .
steelworkers, all aorts of 'lert “formations will coa-
lesce in time and hammer out a uniried organization, :
They will bring thelr qualities, - . i

, "Our task 1g to form such a airong nucleus that
the coalescence will take place around us, or even ir
that does not tnke place, our special contribution - .
will be Marxism and the theory and.practice of -Bolshsviam,

.%o ‘do-this we have to gather » nucleua of a .fewr
thousand, of whom 75% will be American“wbrkers,'men and
women, instinctively hostile %o bourgeols soeiety, who
are worliers, have been workers, and who have no other
Irospect in life except to be vorkers. - They and only
“they can bulld a mass party, IR .

T " "They are the only real nage propagandista and
ragitators day after day, . They exlst.in tens of thou-

- 8ande already and capliallsm w11l sreats more and more
thousands,  Busg they need to be given not prospects of
& happy life and higher wages, but a method of Ghought,
8 conception of socinl development that makes their .
.own lives and efforts intelligible to ‘them 1n national

" and internationsl terms, They need to lmnow thnt in
Marxism and he revolutionary rarty they have something,
which; even if far from beins completely undarstood,
yet la theirs, ‘ o .

: "Proletarian thought, proletarian method must be
for them a challenge to the bourgecisie at.all points,
defeating it in theory.ae ths vorkers will one day da-
feat 1t in practice. Fov them 14 must be & theory
which marks off 'those who adhere %o 1t from all others,

giving. them pride ang ¢ontidence and oeongolouenses of
great superlority to all, hoveyen influantial‘or'ramous,
~who do not. accept Marxiam, fhat ig Solshevism, -That
s vhot ‘Lenin in his day and with hle problems from .the
start strove to. oreate,” PO SRR
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Thie i3 what we are striving to &¢,  But w
sannot do 4% from outaife,. We must Le pari ef thn
proletariet, We go to the revolutionary proletariat.
With it we will stay. And to the intelleotuals too
we gay! If you wish to find the revolutionary prols-
tariat, Joln us,

HbiHHE Bt

DiBCUSSION

JONES: I would like to sey & few words about the moriod.. .

- - between the 1940 gplit and the entrance of ths .
tendency into the 5,W.P, in 1947, We have cha-
racterized the 3,W, P. in our document BB a group .

who paw themselves 1lt erally as the leaders of the pro-.’

letariat and whose every nctiviiy ie aimed 4n that direo—V*f

tloti,- Now ‘thet was not always so, and we have to pee .- .
vhere that stems from in order to avold that in the fu~ ..
ture. Immediatasly after the split in 1940 there was a
aerious orientation teward proletarianfﬁation. They
were through wlth interuinable disctssions, They were e
through with whet they termed corridor goeelp, -and. that, e
especlally in New York, was a reasl plague, The ocorridors -
of the headquarters were r'illed with people talking, dlg- -
. cuscing day in and day ovt, to the extent that no work '
_was done vhatsoever, That perlod wes over with and
~there wans a serious orientation on the part of everybody
to . get dowm to work, - to go into the proletariat,. to- get
Jobs in ths factories and to arlent the work of, the ‘
party from that point on in that’direction.‘ ‘-

This went on for a short period--a year or so,
when the leadership of the §,VY.F, wss arrested and the
famous case of Minneapolies, Local 644, and the evente
that sftemmed from 1t %took place. 'Prior to that there was
a real feeling for ending disouasion--we wers through
discussing, now dewn to vork, The evants of the trids -
around Minneapolis, the ssnding of the leadersghip to
Jall brought up a nev layer, a sscondary lea&arah¢p, to
take over, That leadershlip continued the same acourese
until the leadership wap relessed frpm juil., During
the period the leaderchip wos in Joll, we had the root.
of what turncvd out to be latair ths. Golamen-Morrow split,
The seuds of that were loid 211 diesussicons they had in .
prison and the evente thut floved from it are ralrly
wail knovm throughout the mowamant.

In looking back through.the Bulleiins of that .
period the other night wé ocould find ‘abgolutely .
_nothing in-then of great political 1mportanoe.; Thiere
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:¥as no dlscussion of tHe proletariat, what it was do-
ing, ‘where it was going, ‘merely the interminable
" minor pointe raised by Goldman and Morrow which later
culminated in their split, ‘and, as wve examine their doo-
_wionts ~ today, we can eéee they had not vorked out any
serious political posiiions,

‘ Now at the 1940 period thers were a great many
good intentlons expreesed by the leadershiy of the
8.W.F,  There were occasions when Wright put forward
in a document that he wss praparing a history of
Bolshevlem. But nct socidentally 1t was imposeible
for him to proceed beyond the 1820's and the task
hed to be given up, Nothing ever came of it, They
produced one slngle book, The First Five Yenrs of -
the Communist Internationsl by Trotsky, It was Bup-~
posed to be. followed by a companion or second voluma,
That never appeared, When we look beck, we find
they produced sbout five books in the past ten years, -
There was much talk, for exarple, on philosophy, We
recall that one. of the great strugglee before the

v8plit  wss on'the question of philosophy, Dimlectlcal
Materialiem. But once. that split was completed, the
" questlon was forgotten. - There was no further discuge -
.. elon along these lines in the SWP because they had no
.. 'ldeas whatsoaver $o contributs, ALl they had to say . -
" had been expressed prigr to. 1940, - - . '

o They had only oue real aim, and that wes to con-
= Irol unlona, to become vart and parcel of the labor
' bureaucracy, the left wing of it, Toward that end they
* exerted every efrort.  They lac their work in Losal 544,
"~ They tried, as you knot: only too well, in the U,A,W, to
. bulld a left-wing, to crystallize s left-wing, . In
' 'maritime;thoy exerted every effort there to selze the
leadershlp of the union, The same way with the paintere
union in New York, in steasl and in rubber, " We fing
them today wiped out in every one of these efforts to
.whlch they had devoted the ‘paet 10 to 15 years., They -
wind up today, after 15, 20 years of Trotekyism as come
plete and utter falluree in every field of their _ :
andeavor, . .

: Now we have to understand the why of their fal-
lures. We understand wvhy in the sense that- they were
tryving to subetitute themgelves for .the leadership of
the proletaviat, In that they falled, They were i
eoatly fallures, publishing their papers, their mage~

. rines, thelr artlcles, all baged on ‘Yo will tell you
= - ~%he workers what to do0.' The vorking clags in the
© long run.rejected that ocompletaly, They tried planning

R for the proletariat, and thot was a futile effort, Tre

1981 dlsoussions among ths leadore wére aleo .on the sane ”
I from any gection of ‘the country who lad. td.depsnd
#8/a:basle would, rind;:

plans, utterly sterile, Any ane.o£~th01r,looq1[leagera
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ugelessa,

.~ Ae far back as 1943 Cpnnon himself was disturbed.
at the lack of any real discussion in the organlzatlon,
He went around to the secondery lesders and asked- them
to try to stimulste discusalon to some oxtent, to grant
more freedom in discussion. But that too was a fallure
becausa of the attitude that had been instllled 1n the
fipat three or foul years after tho split, that enybody
who wanted to dlscuss and raise theoretical questions
was only a hang-over from the pst{y-bourgeols opposl-
tion that had left. :

They sought out Hegroes. They did a great deal
of vork in Harlem and in Detroity But .they did it on
the basis that Negroee were supposed to be pretty easy
to get, They never understood why, they never under-
stnod the revolutionary teelings of the Negro pedple,
end hence wers never. able to express them in a revolu-
tionary wey. And the hundreds, 1iterally hundreds of =
_Negroes vho came 1nto'th€'orgnnization left itb. - :

' T pemenber one.Detrolt. comrade here that I ocame
to talk to. -He said: I have brought into the Detroit
organization 125 Negroes in‘tle last year, and ‘a 126-. . -
have left. I talked to the’Detrolt organizer, 81. - . .
Lerner whom you all probably lnow very well, He told -
me that the Negross only come down there vecauss they -
1ike to dance and have a drink on Saturday nights,  Now
when-you have an attitude like thnt 1t's no wonder that....
they were: never able to hold anybody, or %o build.s ot

anythingﬂ .o . . .

Their highest point politically was thelr ddou-
ment on:the Coming American Hevolution, Yet the .very.

' ponvention which adopted the Kesolutlon was held at a. -
hall thet berred Hegroes, ~ They ‘held a.oonvention at
thie hotel and the Negro comrades ‘were forced to go -
glaewhere! S e E , ﬁ

In the organization today, the top lendership.
is completely disoriented. Pablo has captured Oannon
politically,  They have become dishionest from-top to .~
bottom, falling completoly %o understand thé situstion
or io make theix membershlp ungerstand it, . Theéir top y
lendership is in the process 'of disintegretions Natlonal - ...
Committee members ilke Curtis, Terbovisch, El, Carsten oo
bhave all dropped out of the organization within the last
yecr, The secondary lepders are dropping off by ones, .
twos,and threes, just disappanring‘anﬁfno-potibe_oruthem
ig mace of these aventa, Take our own'aplit. Evaryboldy: =
¥nows it took place four or five weeks ago., Nothing: .
1a sald,about it-in the press and last week's paper = =

. -annbunoed that they're goling to - hold meotinge.snd 8o
forth in PAtteburgh, thus trying to oreate the impres-:’
:aion’ that they etid ' had a branch-in, PAstaburgh:when .

Y
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.. Bomplete dishonesty from top to bottom, - The
organization todsy is characterized’ by nothing but
~oliquiem., That and a mutueal hopelessuegs and help-

leassness 1s vhat holds them togcther, As we have
gald, thelr tomen cry at night and vonder. there they
-Are go*rg. Their men fe:r n tendenoy represented by
ourselvea ne their. main danger: They were united
againast us at the lnet convention where they began the
process of embracing Staliniem, They vere no longer
a’raild of that, But they uere afroid of the Coming
Amexrican Revoluticn,

We have nentioned them here today for only one
- purpose, And that 1s fto end once and for all the con-
cept that it is the small leadlng cadre that will
organize and plan "ror" the vorlkers., Such g group is
‘.bound in advance to be a fallure. The 5,W,P, as such
haa no higtoric future vhatsoever, 'The proletariat
the Amerlcan worker knows what he wants, In time he
will develop shese demands and develop the ways and
meana of obtaining them, Our task ls to learn from
him, to concreiige. what up to now has been nbatract.
Only:then aan we lielp in the shaping'of the Amerioan
‘revolution and the fate of humanity.

e et

DHEBSFn.. I have bsen in a number of starting-out-
"aﬂewagroups since I jolned the movement, Perhaps a
o few too many. L've been there and started anew and

Itve gone alon§ 1tye - aplit from the Trotokyist -

movement and I've comn baclk and-am now splitting:
again--that le my little’ history. There is always a
good "apirit &t the starit, "'we have to get out, get .
started, and get going. What is wrong ia that 1t has -
alwaye been on thp basia of letts go out ‘and show

. the worker, Let's go out and orgenize the worker,
'Let‘a go out and - tell the worker our program.

) Was there nothing there of "Lat us lesrn’ from
‘the worker"? I don't think so., I, think there wasg.
some of it there. I know there. waa.‘ But the: prog- :
Cpam wes alwnye on the baalse-of! we will go and we will
organl ze ‘the worlier, we will show the "worker, we, we,
"wo, WE.- We, the small little giroup. ‘We ‘aregoling -to
do all thia, I% took a long, long time {IN: been
around & little while) to be in a new stnrting group,‘
"fhowavar, Aike our presentone. . ..o

This ia the first time sinoe I'va baen n the
movement that I'va heard & ‘epegch suoh. aaDnuglass's
‘The fivet time,  For mé a terririo apeeoh. It took :
Call this. time beftre I-could hear: a: sgeaqh- ke that, -

A Tho new 1deas.g Wo- nre nok.. going,to,s owstheiworkers.
R o




chythin:, We are goiny to the vorker end ey, "klease
teach ue, ohow us. You hrve to-¢o 1t. siow ue, Ve
are nart of you, e w!ll try to become wart of you," .

We hrve to leorn, Now there gre gcae of ur vho know
more tren others, ' Zome of us wWno rre moTe dees~rooted

in the worNing clese then othere, Bub even those who ere
dero-rooted, the mere Tact trhet vwe come llere, those c.ong
ue Tuet g¢ Lo the wore-z, Or vhere are ve? iné it is
net srying the thing ra it hee been arid in the neET,

< memely wiah go oathe this gtriement before the
chatroan clegnd tie dlrcuseion. I aevely vieh to ery
that the fret thrt for the rivgt time ve 2:n hove &
apPpller ond » aneech like Zouxlree, both ereaXer rni
fpeech, e » grest conirioution tc the movemens. how
ve mast 2o te the vowters nd leern from. the werkers.
-Ye sre not yoing to nhove them 2 progrem, ~I'm hornys
Iz ror it. ' '

..

. . . * \r
Sealll  Every wlece that peorle gog together, vhether: -

“!'s in there inforz:l sociel .roups or onh more formal o
gocagicna, they gort of get e nlatory; isn't that right?
3ut the niptory we have herrd todry hog o Drouran ine
corporried right in 13, .ken we 8oy, let uc go snd

. listen and learn, then ve vi11l vrite ¢ progvem—-wall,

~that 1g notuelly how we Aid 1t, . we erw the ¢, I.0. and,
there wes the 1048 eésolutieon on 5tnte-Conitaliem, Not:
only thet, 1% woe. gounected historicelly, Larx sew 1848 77 7
but after tie Geferts he 4i¢ sore writing that afterverds
he didn's thin): w s 80 good. Then he saw the ~merdeon
Civil “er, hrt'did le eee? lie saw whpt the arericen,
vhat the proleterint did cvery-here, end then he vag
-ready for Cavdtrl. In other words, when ve glve the
history of our tendenoy, we glve the vrogrs. thet flows
from 1%, thri comes nesurelly.’ Ye are zoing to The
proleteirt to een vhet they hnve to sny, £#né then ve
vill vrlte & nvogrem, ~nd thet's vhy I $hin% thet the .
history thr$ I heard todey of thie iendency nuw an plto-
gatlrer dlfferent menning than any nistory I ever heard,
And, li%e Dresoer, I hepnd o zouple in my tira, }

v oy

SUiT ATION: I wioh %o 6~y only & fev vwords in conoclusion,

In gettinit precedents todcy, we've set one aloo in the
nreaernt dleguseicn.,  Or rether the leois of dlscusgsion, '

The laok of dlcoussion wee Que nedthe- to burerucrstic o
dominetion nor to the fast tirt the wonrtern “aan't express - ...«
“themselves,' julte tha contravy, It reaults from the foot -

thet ench one .0 ur hinn vensiied s oipge vhere we want to .
get dowm %o vork, What ia nnimcting us is the new congen-
tion or rolitics e total ccnaeption, ot She time thet Lo
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I wes snapkinb I watched ‘the comrades. . I could aee

. that when I spole uvhsat wrs pure tnaory or higtery=-
well, you listened, but vou woren't excited.  But

- the minute the socisl milieu wss the %ople, both in
the menner in vhich it snaped Hurxls own theoriea,
end the manner-in which it shened ours~-all of you
vere excited., It ls clenr you are thinking alresdy
. of the Frogram snd Fergnectives sesslon, how you .
will malke vour cenoribution concrsteiy to go rorvard
and develon this proletorian nilieu.

Now tnis ig abeo1ute1y phenonenal to us who have -
teen in the moveament sone 25 yeers now, I have never
seen the renk and file in a.convention that, by its very
reaptnea to a speech rejected the old conc0ption of
politice ond wna already motivated by the new, total
congeption of politicas You kieve shown uhereby -that

- history and theory is not dividsd from politics nox
is “politics" from the 1ife with your own shop-metes,
And this in iimself is history-making, -

LS aE
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IV %3 4 long tine now that you ang nony of
i Zoeeps hpave paralateontly written {9 pe toll
¥orxtan gad Farsiete.in Greps Britaln and Eure
S EDCRT tha: novereat iv the Unitad Statee.

your Friands
ing we abous
7o, and asking
X very raraly,

fert ag far ae I emn ronember, I never anaverod, At-that

%t I ang gome of 1y Sriende wera leng finished with
silniem but spepe aeeking i Tind o rond with the
Bl now, f am happy to teli yeu, 1 su finighes fory

Trotskyiuts.
f2r and

“ver with them algo. Jtalinisztae, A asidens Siniinigte, Titolata,

Frotekyites of &he Cornon brand, Trotsktd
Atripe, after balt p Lirstine spent avong them,

o8 of the Shauitman
I umat 1ape

Trao of everything thay ntand for, Perhaps pt Feading this yox

becape 4 1ifule frightened: yan T gy

oanobher af 4he 5id-tiwery capi lulnting,

£ yaurgely;
Ink would bHae

Az not ceptiulnting to apytidng. 1 bLeliwve more than

“the Terridle ertsla of acsiety 1z due ton the frct

hors g
wrang., 1
ever that
that tha

Cowarkers do 5ot rigle, beliewe that wntll Ahay do, sociaby
viil contlave to crnal rrom Mo wokldeyide cotnstrophs to

anethar, § bailsve that the lares nasace of the WoTE

Gvary ooty A0 Lwast ol this. lIn. ali

wattors relgted o them, I heve not chanzad, But
Yhnt Tar yenrs hag called iteeir ghe revolution
thie inheritoty of WRLee, s4e, gbont tnig I
ia what § want to yritg 4o rou ahout, Yed n

arg in

thewe things snd in

id regard. to
ATY movement,.
have changed, Thig
6 fuce the

face, o

Lovemant oxizty nny longer, Thers 1s noue, If I te1y Jou how and

vhy, efter a nendved yenre, liprxleh han
1a the linitey statra, I Wnllevs 1 ahpliy

that you and the Others Have epked we aver th

ropehe

¢ thia wituation

Anewer all the questions

e pngt Lo Years,

- Tidg lester hag turnm‘.‘gut to % so much gngd longer than X
intended, So many People nre anklng the gpume questions thnt I

ehull have 1t Frinted if T cup,

Intyaduction

Me=xigr 5o wo: somaihlne oy talede In Looks or the polirie,
preavapiucug Tittle OYEURY ratiuik, Torqvep telling A 1o or
BACYY with them beumiras they du not do Ly, Marxiyh, flcws, lagt
oF thy workess snd the proat areney of the penple to rrep the

lavery and Lo livae noTuliy raaany LilTe | 4hwp | ulY Liepe
whole 1ns 4r eanle wing ehi,y they nre Murxilets wiey aay

Id o Marxsies
shat this, Lr

tl roeolutions of
warkers vhat to do 311
and alwaye, 1g the et

moverent foday, a
trae, means the

ruggle

IR I A TR P T S

1986




oot of evaryihon . o) wioow e . SRR
Karxizo o owhotl e woi ST T P P FRETRR T A ;
above ali here in che o Lod o Lo S Vo fee oo marrowy ufl Loasle E
look a2t them.

Mi11ions upon nillices G ab trer Sime wd oot Leer Lildeved dr war for demosraty;
war to end war; Lespuc of Nestenay Tndted Sptionn: pon progperity and progreds.
Today nobedy dows. In netionad paritiie b snona,. Feer of stomio wer, the
daily struggle egainst gperdein, the B0y »f politjeipes, surdorsut txxation;
the worker in the plant or ihc mide; <6 shisatugonpnr, the bask-rching Zypiot, ths
atudent miting te be oodled W rig dreit board, do any ol them belleve thot anything
will ohange if Taft or Elaauhowur Lew.ue P=eeident fnstead of Truman? Doos ony Negro
. believe that & new prosident 3nc o Lo eimnesnlzotice will do smything %o 2lter *the
aituntion of the Negross in the TodGed Stetes? The millione of Negrees in Alrion;
Arabe in loroceo, Tunie, mnd the Eddle Yast; Spanlsh workers undexr Pranso, Indian
pesasents, Austrelien workare, Rever An ine gy vorld was there do wniversel o revolt
among-cowmtlezs millione ereryvhere 2 pikst Shy axpleitation ond the tncompoetence of
thely rulaps, and the urendicg disastess they . have impogsed upon rankind for the lmst

thirty years.

The yulers kuow it. The zorkers of the world no longer beliove whot they are told .
The workors of Wertern Lurcpe sre go zick of wor for demooracy that they have split the
Amarican rullog cless wide open. One gravp, led by Tryman and Eisevhower, ave {rantically
trying to whip the Foropeans up for war by corrvption and imtimidatien, using W§lifam
' Gresn, George ¥ecary, Philip Pherey, tho Routher brothers, Dubinsky, Lovestone, Ilrvwing
Brown, and others of that strips, a2 thelr ngenta amcny the European lavor leaders. Tho -
second group, led by acArthur and Hoover, think thvi defeatima is Ac widesprogd abroad
that arms and money pbured imto Yarops w1l ond up as gifts to the Rumelan army when 1%
moves. That %5 tho great dchate. They eve debating nver what the European wirkers will
do. 1f #EESEER they were sure of thoue workers, there rould be no debate. :

Tt 4s not only workers whe do uot belisve. The great majority ot the poople o
pot bollove. For obeerve. The govormaont, the press, the politiolane, the professord
and the parsony, radlo and telovizion, acrcam w1th voe Tolce that Amerioa sust be gaved
_from Communism. @ 1t is obvious that Tugaisn Communism is & momatrous barbarisn, Tt 1o
equally obvious that its inturnadlonid pewsr has stosdily growa, Yet tho hundrede of
4housands of students in the universities are bitterly hoatile %o being drafted. ir
they believed what they were told, they would bz %illing to go. ) .

That 1s what the rulera zall the frec sorli. How wuch different is it with the
one-party totalitarisn states? ¢tnlin, his stoogsa Au Esstern Europe, and his mllies in
China, who beiween them rule nearly 560 miilion peopld, have so little faith in beling
believed that they can rule only by the meat savage polics-aiates himtory has ever known.
They have & bullet wniting for the noel of anyoned, howsvar highly plaged, who daros to

eapross an opinion centrary to theirs. They have to keep thelr frontiers closed :
againgt all foreipgn vialtors, all foreign nswspapersi not even a postoard can go inta the e
countriea without being censored. They o te unlimited trouble and expense to Jam out -
forsizn wireleas stations; anycuc in thoso countrioa daught liatening to the foreign
radis facssz =lavs lahor in a soncentration ocamp. How the sowcalled democrats demowice
all this! They say that it la a monetrcus tyrecny, And it is a monstrous Lyraony, e
most horribis the world ras evar seon. Dut the government of the Unlted States has
{t3elf instituted guch w syatem of %error apinst those whom 4t orlls subveraives, that
today vaat oumbers of people would not put their nmmes to the Deolaraticn of Indmpendasnoe
or the Bill of Rights because they are afraid they will be zocussd of dialoynlty and
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Communism, Thepe rulars %nc [Liv U at Tty woplerg hint of them,

That, I aseurs you, In $he 2eodldiy Lo the Joli:d States today. It 4 only within
the Amerdcan vorlinmg-clnerg movowend SLac2f (hab vou ens find nen s jerrifiod of lecding
the gigantic sirugples whica s Joic oo, w» ny pemacntad with contewpt for working
people, that they deay the uvniwvererl Hoirast hrired and contempt of the workers for
thelr masterns.

This totsl dilslllurloarent of re msey 14%h th: nen of power end authority is one
of the greatest advaacen ever made in huran caelety, Whon slaves reach the ntage of
refuming to bellevn whet thelr mastere $211 Shem, then the nge of nlavery 1e appreoaching
1%e end, Tet for the time bolng the ro70dt gsrainct the rulern appsars chlefly as :
holplesanese and hopelesnaens. Why? Tz reszon ia glaringly obvious, The workers, turning
fron the rula thelr rulere szve leeding them inte, look natuvally to their own workers!
organizations, The workere havs bati? ur thige crganizations over the years as thoir own
safegunrds and defenge, first agalast expioltation and *hen pealng® a soclal aysten
plunging to ruin, But vhen they turn t6 the workers! orgenizations, thess have nothing %o
tell the workerg except to repent what (he Trvumann, the Churchilis and the Stalinjﬁ}' the
architects of dlonster, have to sgy. That [z the woriter:z? orilsis.

Tmice the war. It dn as plaln ac day that the world 4s baing torn to pleces by &
struggle for world power belween twa groat toalitlone, one headed dy Rugsiam, the other
by the United States. It ie equelly pla'n tiz% the workers in-all countries are being
_drained dry by speed-up and taxsticn to prspare for the ver. It 1w plain that they and
thelr ecns will die by tho miXldeng fa-the or, Why? Genersl MacArthur admittod in his _
apeech o Congrass that World Wer ITX, liks world War Ifland World War 11, will settle
nothing. But the Beuthers, ths Philip Yurrays, cnd the Attlées take the Lend emong the .
workers In warmmongering and dempnding theh the woiXers naorifize sl for the victory of
what thay call the free world, And likawioo with the followerg of Hapeian Cowminism and
its 2llles. Thoy demaud .the sane killing ancrifices from ihe warkers they control, the
mame oass mirders, only this time it 1g for the victory of Eussrin and ite allies, ONED
Thess zre-nlrendy nt war witk sao sacthor, ¥hare the Neuthers and the Harrayw can get
away with 1t, they drive nut of %the labor movement the Communists, by vhich they mean not
only followers of Stalin but all vho oppose thew, Similarly, the followasrs of Btalin, )
wherever they have thc power, ar> eaanlly nereiless ngainst a1l in the labor rmovement wha
oppose them, : . , ' :

‘Bupport ue - that 1o the program of all thisse bLursnucracies. They .come to the rank
_and file workers, t¢ all the appreencd, Negroas, youth, women, with a program of demsnds,
1, 2, 3. If you agres, follew us mnd we will lend you %o victary., If you dontt agree, then
you are backvard or t0o stupld ©o nnderstond thot Yhe otiers are doceiving you. Dut when
you look at these programa they nll boll down %o thls: let vs speed-up and die for .
Ameriozn Imperfelionm and L%g nllles, Iy Lst ua tpeed-up nnd die for Suseiasn Imperialism
and its ellies. ) :

¥orkers Dietrust the Burasycrata,,

But the woerkers o longer truat theas ‘buraaucrate, The Aosrican war-mongers spend
mililons An trying to poke the world telleve thnt the Ameriean way and the high standard
of living make the Amerlcan worltors fnrutleslly resdy 40 dis for demscracy sgainat
Russian Communism. Trus, the American woricers dotest Jhigsian Communiem, HBut 4f you arve
to work out Harxlst theory correctly, yon mart know Shat snsrican workera not only hate
the oconomic and politioal aystem undsr whiel Shey 1ive but ore now profoundly distrusifl
o2 the lgbor burasucracy. This atntesent, I am sur2, will ntarile you, Juat renertbexr that
& nighty organization of propagands %o spending millions every day to prove the opposite
hot only $o you, tut to Anerican workers alss, The American labor leaders now swarm '
over Eurape are & poweryul part of thig propaganda, but the volce uf the millions of rank
and file workers in never heard. Much of ship lettar will be devoted to showing you u§§

.




T shall begia with w roove™ avbisele By one of the bozt buown of Americssn lalor
Sermalds by, a oman whe ecaruz iy livins by balbing Sialinicts, end who, mworning, noon
A onight, preaciws the cvperics iy ol '.‘.e:.o..mr..,, frae world, Anerlean way, ctc.4E over
wEnion (omunisr.. Phu wamwe i Vietunr Dicsold, wrd his article, a syndicated colums,
woared in newspapers Creom o acist To consi on Fomamber 7. L uidneiiimiRiatmmaeiibberat
.."Sﬁﬁw&! TR,

"Hew York ~. Vien Fresldent Tyugan returnsd to his office after enterteining
the graclnue Ln"l ‘ah prince crd prizaascsy, hy {eeed e Liog-siced hendnolin.

For oo hia desk was n contidoniial fepori, quietly aubtmitted %y his high
coonomic eounssllors, edvising hin o e cct runewny inflation, wacoatiolleble
skysrocketing priaes end wamer -~ in Lhe peaxd 1:. mowSne .

"Thattg nol e11 that’sc vacontrsdiznble thode coye, M0 lee.ddr_z, whe vill son-
Lirm wne presidenticl raport woca timy fomn teedr eoncentfon plabform in the
coming week, ropert n uysterfour o is. ranlt of wildeor irenk-snd-file’ striies
sprovting la the sraus soooes. ’

wallonis are Lelug lad by strabigere. Auod ‘sl
rhoug. t.mwul.cu '_'_‘ 20 Py tre respenshili nemlonel unien lspdwrahip, these
wildeats era r:1ie:' uive. Domotliise dlokh, bthey.buve eanlad Bleat furnacec,
shut dowp Auto plouts apd disrwnied ceoo .2l cleber pepobiations. Thev point
arimly to o restive - iustepd of Josiive - T.‘:-mr.-'h'inp;, ax uninowi leaders
-dash on the seene, snout @ abowd rva-svoy peices, Ligh renta, speed-up product-
ton and then dlsennoar. : )

"bven in this pler-paralyzed oblty, the must startling strike news came from
a vlrilor ~- ths h.-hﬁﬂlh.’l_‘uu ond estadnty one of the most affegtive of Amarion’s
labor Jendera - Duvid iileneldd, weccmd dn cerzend Lo Philip Murray An the

CI0 Steelvorkers’ union. Pufiivg awsy on hilx pipe so” that & zave off amoke
iixe an ol locormuotise conl Lurner, é‘«“"“ 3% Nelongld revealed that g con-
siderpble snournt of steel produstion hed bean alrshed In the prat months by o
sepiza of theee nLop;r.q,ea. .

"P0ur peeple had just sompleted nc[ptiw.*mg with the Tennessee Cosl end lron
Coa, down in Birpingharn, Aln.’ Feldonsld told us, ‘As they walked buek to the
pleni and union hesdiuarters, there wea 7 F‘iU}\.C-u line at the grta. e dido't
authorice it. W weren't ateriking. bBut some of our people wers, and we still
don’t know wio prevolived and orr apdzet 11 Hut they wore yelling ubout gpeed-up.*®
"That one threw 16,000 parople cut Cor o wunile when thoe compeiy wax b roed to
bank aix dplas t furrazze. Thattu o Ind ef loat ateel, KcDonald dinsolosed
other suah wildaute din e Uhiaepe atea. lom-puoiced with sprawling milly,

vl in Johnstwou, Pa.

"First thers'a wireat, Then disiuniod production beocause of short ateiken.
And the ieudorsnlp, cuch 2z tleDoneld, just Cimds 1% 2npossidble to pinpoint
regponalbllity for the welkouts. ’ 1989




"This thinp is epresding. Drervinerc Zaowovhanr the myaterious words
‘rankeend-file oomadtdsn,t I leerned, for exaw:du, o Teve wecks ego that
group Insida the elevicmotiie

sior of Geuurnl Hotors woc plamning
such o {lach stoppuse.  Tien $hat froup lenrped thel the aute union leader-
ship 1tself {dn Chiciupa) hd srni rdevencor and aloonod ‘o eell wows an
official strike wgnlnsy speedud-ur produsiicn.  ine rivgt group meé and
swltohed plups. Row 1371 working on prelenging the otfiziel walkout if
it's oalled -- or chtuenp ‘.;u"f Lo yrocskr e osivile 38 the reapnmniugle
legdorshiip makeses posce with the rouueny,

"At Tord, the Transane-Uiind bap etz wild, I d aniny for a matioral
Ford atrile wi.icss Taleer e mier ded w lous Then $C0 o soek
Tor unemplevaens i :auz"n-’", o a Wity o Ld~howe week with
40 hours pay iy rprend enel v : ofet the aky dsmrnds,

Tntch t”a*‘ oremls th

"There ave n rerjes of tlach striias spheduled for the Ganeral Elactrio )
Jet anu atemis planic, The rani wud-file Just doesn®:t return after lursh.
i Thon they make 2t wp by worlkdng c-rar“rao tio pic?-‘c Tnes, just rno
workoers in the pefte, are the plar:.n. %ae razk-end-£1225 iosey no money,
but the eompany 'cwn ﬁ“odw tlot In digrupted uhgdu]en. ’

"Then thare 46 the Saw York satsrfront, onwhich rovi ng ran(-!r'ld-filc
aquads are gebting resi tough - pua in Ghe belly, stuff, sen beatan on
dly-llt atreets, cuis “ipbrr* and rooks hwaved,

"Th!! record's sudftly being £411a4 '-”." thees céoprasess - some costing
oi1ily 1,000, others cripp Iag over one billion dolhrs wortk of merohacdise.
There'a sven a rank-endi-file onmandtioe in the Jadies millinery 1lre. Every-
where & vontract expives, the Vrani-snd-iilers! sving into aotlon,

"It threws vontract nepotiniion: teck lnve the jdungle duye. Youncer oEh
workers arfo lecraing that Lhwlir guads oan e tough =pd upqei agreencniy
mads betwoen thali resuloer loudurn and fhedx” vmnpe.nicsn




That 1g the Amorican woridrg olpes '~ 22y, From end to end of the country the rank
and file masses are durning with anger sgalfnst ths labor tuwresweracy which hns selzed gnd
prostituted the grent organisntiont of lebor to the morvice of Amarican capital and
American Imperieilem, This tha% Ricnel doscrlibse hag been a commonplace for yeare in olties
1like Detroit, A single vorker will get into z dinpute with n foraman about when to eat a
sandvich; on account of thin thousands of workers 111 walk off the job, and disrupt
prodactlon in a dozen plante. It s the labor buresucracy which gete tham psacesably baok
to work, Fobody eise couid, The meesnt strike on the woter-front lasted 25 days, disrupted
the hondling of = billion dollars worth of gzods, The important $hing sboud 4% 1s that it
was diracted againet a settlement made by the union lendership. ThefSdtaliniste ero not
reaponsible in any way for kll thls. Hiogel and everybody slse would love to blame 1t on
them, But this i3 the American vorking-cg‘e.sa working ont 1ts own problems iz its own way,
hostile to the lsbor hurosucracy of 5talim and equally hostile to the labor bareaucracy of

But this racognitlon that the bureaucracy ic the enemy, the perpstual thinking and
talking shout bow ¢ get rid of the buranmncratic stranclshosid and yet not harm the aznion,
the wildeat striices aéﬂins% the buresieracy that are constently exploding, these are not
nerely teats agalnst "bad woriking conditions”, or strugzlos for five ceats more an
hour, bourgeoisie try tt pretend that thier iy pll that is troubling the workers. The
Stalinlets and the Trotskyites genulnely bslleve that all American woritere went is paace -
and g 1ittle more of tholr so-celled higher stendard of 1iving. In reality these strugglen
Fopregells n FeJeztlon of {the sconomy, ihs politice, the standarde and values 6f 2merican
" bourgeols aoclety,. and a ssarch for s way ouk, ' :

All serlous thinkers in the Unlted Staten are awnre of the fact that ths workers
no longer have eny falth in eapltalint soctety and polisical democrasy, Hers, as .
everywhere elag, the Amerlsan rulirg clase, like every other claass vhioch iy nigtorieally .

-doomed, ig in the throre of & violent and inxoludle contradlotion. On the one hend it
booats the Amsrican way and calls upon the world to suffer ani dle for the besutiful
- democratic way oX 1ife, bul ut the same time {ha orimic so stakes 1t in the face vharaver
1t looks that it is itself compelled to shrisfk and ehout or some way out. Thors iy

" searcsly a oopy of s newspaper or a apeech by a pelitician or publicist which does not
openly and vithout any eguivoeation whatever, exprese the fears, the despal>, thas terror .
and the hopelsgpnesa of every nection of the ruling clasn ag to the futurs of Smerican
society, The only serions propaganda thay can make ‘g to point to the evils of Russipn -
Commnian end warn the workers: if you want free institutlons you Eust have fres entorprige.
Which 1s proof enough that thoy know the workers do nob care ona penny for free enterprise,

o Not only do the workers not belleve. Tioy hnve nothing to defand, The wlléd-cat
- strikes, the Fanic and file explosions, zre merely the uncontrolladle viclent exprasaions
and triala of strength of what %hey are ronlly working out againat what they want to
destroy, Only Fhiliptines, like the profeselonal Marxints ean beilpve that these nillfons
of workere do the things they do for five cents an. hour rars. The Anerican workers are
lntensivaly, in every sphers of 1i7e, every day, hammering out snd- shaping by trial and
error, tha prenisas of n new mocinl order of their own, In this colomaal croative effart, -
comprising a whole now society working. out 8% own hintorleonl destiny amidst nnd minut.

the intolerabls corruption of the old, ths vanguard role ls piaved the :
the mass production industries, i : Piared by proletariat of

3 iv bo

Oapltalist production itself has drilled into these workers the $ pri
‘giowmhialono modern soclety. can survive - ths prinoiple of coopnrnthﬂ:bogf ::1§§:u€
prednct:o:a:t::;??gv ::; ;t andrc!:;a;‘.:sy L: ugalnst the capitalist system i the process of
. our o o hey combine in groups large and small, to 1
;t.zrhnz aroﬂl;nmmmtiblo in dovisirg woays and means to evade ;ho terms of the Eontmcim
astensd on them by the labor buresucsacy. They combine co-operatively to ©ppose any
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increase 1in productico which they know is alwayo at thetr expense, either in speed~up
or uuesployment. Thoy sombine to clircuwvent the plans cf the time~atuly men, and to make
117e A daily hell for any foremsn who tries to do lir duty, i.e., to cnrry out production
schedul en ae 17 workers weras nothing elsé but plecas of rachinery. And in n1l these
catrugoles they find themselves compeiled to thfinlc about pnd to Tight agminet the practic:n
wnd valuew of Amerdcan capitalist soclety,

They rebel cantiauously azainst boing used merely as appendagen to the machine,
They mwitch Jobs with ons spnothar wherever possible, to learn pomething new. They ‘""w. ne
pla}at to go to another for the eams purpose, Left to themsalves therd le starcoly a worke-
in a plant who would not go fronm Job to Job nntil within a year or two, he would be wxame
conpletely master of every procesga in the plant. LeZt to tliezselves, workers have no
difficuity ip apportioning hard or dirty work on a truly democratic basis. Evon as 3t s,
for thalr own purpases, thsy arrange worle to cover up for a naw worker, to mske things
ensier for the aged, ths hondicapped or tho alling. They work out new schadnles and
conbipations to improws procasces, tut always for their own purposes, clther to save
thomeelves work or frequontly from thelr insatiatls desire to have the satiafaction of
seeing the splendid machinery work né saximum power. But all this they do for themselves
and themselves alone. Many and many a skilled machineat can tell you that after years of
working on his paching, he knows ezactly how the machine can be rebullt and doudle ]
production ~ but, he adde, he will not tell those =-. They will only use it to get
~ mora prodiotion cut -of nim, : ’ Lo

The ears of the world are dsafensd by ths propagands nbout the compotence and
efficiency of Amorican capiialisnm. Ask American wokfers. Lveny bour of the day they are
tvearing at the turesvcracy, the incompetsnce, pnd the extra work and confusiom that the
present systeR forces upon them, They inow thai even with the plants organiced as thay
are, if left to themgelves, there 1s scarsely s big industrial plant in which an aight-
hour scheduie would not Yo finlghed in four hours, While if they were free %o move about,
atudy production as a whole, and had & litile lefsure for technical atudy, in & few years

they would redasign the plants pompletely and astonish the world by what modern pachinery
could de. = ) B o

Similarly with thc efZorts of the workors to institute a fally cooperative form of -
lmbor. Workers would prefor all to share alike and could orgenize 1t if left to thamselrvaes.
But capliellist wuporvision persacutes thesm and digrupis thelr efforts, by all sorts of
tricke with senlority, by grading jobs and »atez of pay, by lay~offs and thrsats of
lay-offw, by playing old agsiust young, wmom, sgainst women, white agninst dlack, departrment

agrinst depar{ment, faotory mgelnet factsry, and even industry sgainet industry. It 1g not

‘for production but againmt wori:l_ng-clane.‘moparatign and golldnrity that factory S

supervision fights its desperate battle and thersby disrupts productien, Fight 1t muat,
by svery means in its powver, Ior thls working-class solidarity moans and csn only mean
the destruction of the capitalinst asystem, .

That 1o the root cause of the dieorder and the crinis in productien, Factory
supervision claims that it 1s necessary for production. The truth is tha% factory euper-
vislon 1s the createst cause of disrupilon of produstion, It Lis ard must be in conatant
confliet with woricing-class cooperation and solidarity, Faotory supervision must fight
this because working-class cooperation and solidarity, if developed to the fullest degrae,
means the end of capitallsm and a new mode of lshor - socialism, In every country in the
world, in ths United Stay"ns a3 woll as in Rusria, in Esatern Zuvepa, Wemtera Zurope,

China, the ory goes up for higher productivity. I harve road spseches of the labor Cabinet
minietere 1n Botaln, eaying that if only Britatn could lncrease productivity, the Britigh
crisis would be got under contral. But az long as you have in g plant thousanda of men

and womsn who waat preduction organized in one way, and plaeod in gutherity over then
ncores of others whose only functicn is to drive them anothmr way, you have that paralyelin
and isordsr, bltterness, angar, fruatration, which ruins modern production and wxplaise
prriodicn?’y in vild~cats, slow-downs, atrikes for five conts more, and p rereansb orietly

in tne whole nysten,
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Podx uha labor buresucrsey which helds the ayeten togather. Por Sn this sty sote
: voraing-clase coonorntire form of IADST. the laber burssusrat 1y oae
i ~2'und factory gupervipion, He protosts szalnot the ovile of o
-+ va e Woahington, hae will aven sonetimes lend a atrike for $en ceutw more, or fip
‘¢ e ot slohteen conto and o half, tut on this question of working-claer conperation
. “inily an enely of the workers g any capitgiist. The labor bureaucrat underntanda
*tirr Lhan meat that whnd the men are askiog for overy day means only ons thing comnleso
~«alrul of production, For him, fugt Yike gny capitaliat, thin 14 anarehy, ruln, chaon,
ang the end of civilization, not Torgettlng the snd of the lgbor buresteracy, He wilj
strugele for a fow repnies ore but tnla voot and unlversal deivs of the proletarint to
rehulld society from the bottom apd %o ugpo .
thle the laber burenucrat Tighty 42
with the compary nnd the SOTerrgient

vivh b
he runa up

Great as are the stridos the workers are zaking, they fall whort of what they
wazt, no% hecaves of their bockwnrdnees, Tus bacauss of the forces arrayed mgninai thea,
The igbor burepunerat frequently talka very radicully, and he ia always zaying or hiatiyy
slwnjn, thot wvhile he ig ready to raotgnanlze svclety, he canmot do anything becaupe the
vorkers are beackwerd, That is the continual complaint of pll of them, Boutharites,
5tailniate, Trotskyltes - the workers are backward, they are not ready. The truth-of the
matier 19 that the working-~clage is Tar and awny the most advancad section of the astion,
aad 1t i theae political Inbor leaders and thetr capitsliet masters who are the most
bacikward slaments in the ecuntry,

Taxe s siople obvious questlcn iike Regro diseriminztion, a shamo and A acaninl
and a dlegrace to American-eivilipatlon for ovar thrae hundred: years, It ia American L
© bourgeois soclety which for al) these centurier hns implented the savegery of race-hatred
in the minds of worikters, nnd to this day continues to do #0. Yet the moment the Amerienn
workers beogan to organize themaelves in the £.1,0., they ptrock Amarican racial prejudice
‘the hardast blow 1t lns recelved sinco the C4vil War. To Dot liaten Lo She talk or tna:
laber burenncrats about what "isboer® aid or wvhut “we" aid, It 18 on record that it 1Y) .
ratk and file white woriers wio went o Negro woricers, gpefrs frackly 86 them and sociatizes
with thom and brought then ints the 0. I.0., while %he labor bduresucrats as a whols .
hepitatud and hung back., The Keiroen responded and it wag on’ the plekotsline that thtp
-mollderity wae cemented. Since that %ime it is on the picicet-1line, on the asgonbly line
snd in the shop thnt m yigontiz sff22% 15 Yelng Hade Uy whitea and Hegroes, man snd .
women, from N and South, to hawar aeut and Ehintaln n working~clans s0lidarity,
irrespective of race. The workeras Carry on this batile every hour with dafa Bts and
‘falluras, but with ianuwerpdle hard-won victories whieli gro incorporatad Late the theoary
and practice of the clagn, This iy Lhe strug;le Tor raclal solidarity in the United
Statea, and not the appolntments of Negroes to patty joba in government orfices which
the papers make guch a fugs about, .

What ie 1t that holds 1t back? It is bourgeols. socléety and the speech-making labor
leaders, ywee, nons but thay, : T . ‘ _—

Let me give you an oxaxple of wiat is taking place ia huadreds of plants every
day? Vhitehnd Negro workers in,@ylant will epend infinite time and pationce in cdueating
# white Southerner. He has come Horth,@hs haa REE are different up there
and he L8 ready for a changas, le quickly learns that his own vital interests agre dependent -
upen solidarity ageinst the persdouting managewent, and soon begine to distinguish betwswen
men according to qualities of leadership and character and not according %o race. In the
plaut he rapidly lanrns tc overcome hin prejudice ngainst closs emmociatiorn batwara writs
wunen and Negro men, Thie 1s tha worlking-clians, diseiplined te solldnrity by caplitnlint
production, and in its ordinary dally. work, finding the road to n new soclety, But they
canact work it out under the eapltaliut syatem, -Inaityﬁ the plaat supervisory and foremse
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are ceamelessly Injectiag sud ~-lsbululn: il pregjudics &n the offort to break up the
solidarity of the workers, Anl i ooon er Uhis white acuShorner leaves the plent, bourpesis
race pri oo grips him, It earm.pte him wipe he cats, vhore he 1ives, in what he reads,
in the movies he wabches, He Lsars the politisnl purtiss, Demooratic and Republican, making
vani promisea and denonneing ths South. But he sees alao that thsy do nothing to carry out
thelr prozlses, Zat most sorrupting of all Is this, The labor barsauosacy, at conventions
and through Negro stooges, periodisally dentunee race préjudice, keep up a cssseless din
about F.E.F,0,, and rush off to Washingivn %o ¢lve eviqence befora Senatorial Committecs.
Bn¢ ho soon recognizer thob Zn the plent vhars he worky eight houra s day, the laber
loaderehip tokes ns sorious otops %o fight sgalast dlecrimlnation, He sdew that the labor
tureancrata always posh the guenticn of dlnerdminatlon nside in vhat they epll the interests
of the undon na » whole, by vhlch Shey mosn thelr owz iatorasts s buressorats, Waltor
Bauther 1s as nolsy na he crn he Pafors a Senatorinl Comrltteo b%he kax nothing to any
ingide a plent, lnsterd ho will use the unlon machinery ngoinsé raes vho atart independent
actlon agninet raolnl discrlnination, Tids 1o wvhat tho workers have to fipht againct. The
Sontharner soon lesrns to socemmninis hinself to She lopoeriay of the North, It 1s Bourgoois
sceiety and the labor duresueracy whick bhandicepe pnd throws back the offorts %o oreate a
bev social order which the masg of the productlon workers are meking every kour of the day.

Put dagpite all the barciors, nothing will stop the American woriters,

Fothing will stop them Decouso anyons who knows them at all knows thnt not only in
- production but in all sphsres of coclety they nre fn total eond eamlate revels, _

Working-clescs women by the milllon arc angnged in deatroylng the old concept of
the fanily, They ars not uwaliilng Tor some Stalinlmt or Trotskylta planngra to edicate thea,
They ers in revolt sgainst tbe donizatlon of wen in the home, anéd rillions of marrisges !
are 1o mors fhan an armed truce far tha nsite of the shildren, They ere in pevolt sgalnet
the ixolation and monotonous drudgary of thelr dsily wark in ths hame, They ¢ into tha
plant and despite the merciless exploitation of capltallsm, they find in the couperative
labor and soeinl solidarity a way of life vhleh they prefer to tho isolation, She drudgery
and subordiontion of the old Zacily 1ifs, Yet they lnow that to go into the plant as At
1% today 15 w0 soiublon, The anbagondissn Veiwsen thomeslves and thair Mmaby revain, the
probloms of the children remain, Cars snud %elevision sots (for the minoity who can get
then) are merely druga and playthimgs to pacify the bitterness, the sager and the unsnding
frustrabion of the most vilal of humrn neede nnd relatfons whieoh capitnlism taposes upon
working nen and womeu, What 30 do exactly the women do not kuow, But they fight as begt .
" thoy can, discues interminably emong themnalves, and novhare s0 mach as mb woilt in the plant.
They are working out thelr ova eocial and moral stands®ds in utter oontempt and rejection
of biurgecie 1dams. Thoy iciow thelr owa meeds and ell over tho country organtre their own
cooparative mursery schools, ondy %o find themaslves 4n s bitter Lattle with the bourganie
sducationsl system and mll the dureancrats, big and 1ittle, Theee cee rot only their Jods, ;
bLat the whole system that they rapressnut, challenzad by thess women seeking te mgke for
thengslves the lclod of 1ife thoy want, It mey safely ba sald that whoPever these coovperative
sooletiss and organized edunostion clash, the woman nre right,and if left ta themselves and
glven the opportunity would organlze a zystem of oducation aw different from the old as a
factory run by workers wonld ba differant from ospitallet production. The women ars handi-
oapped A every turn ut this much they know: they knsw that their despest und apparently
insoluble prodlems are due to the fact that their men are wrung ary by a system which does
not ugs praduotion for men, but usés up wen for producticn, that thelr own 1ives and the
ilvew of thelr Jidldren are goveraed by %his ruthless, inhuman syotain, and they know that
‘as long as 1t goss on, thelr 1ivec 1112 Ye ne what they are,

This 4% 1s that capitalizt production of itasl? breeds an organized revelt of
unprecedentsd goclal power among the worikers in tha plant, and at home, It connot be oerushad
becanse it is the result of csolinlint production 1gelf. Nowhers e ths world has it




in the Uniterd Stetes. The Staliniets and $he Wrotsezitem aze "% .
“#oect the working claes. Thoy pay no attention to whes 14 e realls rolrg ow
s Crtasve thai the eallopne of capitaiier L5 a matter of sanitaiiate tatgy
set geods, 1 thap had ths chanes te plan everything then there woul. hr -
‘1.2 aad no unerploysent and no war. Then they could really temch the wnricsa
c Wi omuciaty lo like, to use a favorlte phrase of the Trotokyites, n eoristy o7
»ooranes TR 1s about ae Far ae they reach, It da only new that ! have left tlLaas LB
itnl 1 cne tegln to thick my own thoughta and to 11aten ang ray ettention to worners, asnd-
bey i “dad out whnt Harxlam peally i1s, not whas Merx wrots in 1868 or 1867, but whers bia
treory slands todmy, in 1952, As I look Tack the thing that strikes me over the years tx
true corpletely oapltalist mantality of all of them, Stallnleie, Cannonites, Shachtmy -t Laz,
f=utherites. They underatand far lese of the workers than the intelligent capitn)let dieg.
They all of thes whirst tc lasd, their whole idea and alm in to alt in the meats o7 the

capltulinte, that's all. The worikers are to olsy whero they gre. That is what they crlt
rociallinz, .




part 11

1 have dealt wAlh one wurcod, wu the [wwdmeriail sepect of Narxiam, the stiupple
cor & new goedaty irherent in i very situation ol 1 ¢ working-olass in capitaliat soclety.
cardor me 1f 1 remind ydu aruin that to exanizne sogiaty and to graep this iw the thooury

" yarxtam. Dut there sre other espacia of Yurxism, aloo thecretical om which ouo has
nake o onsls mind.

There wms a tire whaen o covker, 24ck of the crimes and hypoeriales of vapltalist
soatety, eould find a refuge and a wey cut in orzonizations based upon the theory and
 ructios of lerxian. Howover vearious were the forms lorxiom took, 1t was always a doctrinu
L1 liberaticn and Ireedom, srd mbove aill, of tileretion and fresdom for thosworkers of
vis worlde In tizmes of pemcs wp in tines ol wur, tarxism propoundsd and debated and
worked cut policier for the working elass, govarned wlmeys by tho idem of its liberatiou
frow al) types of tyranuy. Thase doyy are pone, The ultimte confusion for the workers
af todey 18 thet the most unbricl:d mir-moagers, the rost fercoious exploiters of labor,
1he mont deadly enemmies of freedom, bulld thoir tetalitarlsn regimes at home and crpanize
worers abyoad in the name of Jarx, trs founder of socientifio communism, =nd in thoe neme
of lLenin, the gresteat ol his d#soirlss. IS in tyrue that even the capliinlist prosa
Troequantly exposea the differcpee betwasn Corurlsm es 3t yms taught by 1ts founders and
tte btarbarismes of Ruaniag and Fastern Zurdpe whlch gall themsolves Commuanlst. But thie
only servea to confusa the workars still more. -

A serious worker, 1.¢.. s worker who 3s thinicing sericusly atout the problems of
the worktapgeclaga, carmot. ahirlk ihe fsyuo of previsely what lerxism . And I teke it
that you and mezt of your friend: are citker parious workers #% or youny intelleotuals.
Vihat is Marxism today? An arswer must Lo found. For the intellectumls the rosd 1s very :
Tards For the worker it is pot toe dafffoult find. Dut only on ons gondition -- that
ho -sust to his oma experiasnge 2z w worker. -

Ewaiy Vorkey Can Understand Leniniem

It 1a “:f,mda of productisn which dominates sll nspects of a scoluty. Hodern
larpge-soale production, the dally elsss strugple in the plant, the cooperative labor of
-thousands working tugethcr in the hipghly urganized and compliosted and selentific pro~
cenyas of madern itochnnlogy, conorete Jmowledge of the labor bursavoraqy -~ thefe arv the
foundationz of understanding modern svalety, and therefore of understanding Farxism. A
worker who goes through these sxperionves daily ii far more f{tted to understanddthe bature
of the erisis and the way out than intellectusls and professional men tho read dotens of ;
books every year but never pot inve éontact with reallty. Al that the worker noeds 13 the
will to etudy the hiatory of his olas: and oheok it egainst his own kmowledge. The books
“he needs are {ow, half~a-dozen pamphlets at mest, noct one of them more thath 40 parss lony.
Thuse pamphlets, his doep and Intimete expsrlence of modern produotiongsnd some hurd think-
ing wnd disousaion, my with othor workers ohiefly, will illuninate modern scolety snd the
role of the worksrs in 1t, as nothinmg elso can.

The oentsrnl event of tie world we Fdw live in ia the Russlan Fevolution, The
working elaes has mchieved vistory once in history, in Cotober 1517. And its leader, lenlzsn,
could lead 1t to victory for ono reescn and ont reason ¥y only -- bedause he believed that
the workers of the world ware ready to rule, not after he and some intellectunls and
plannars had trained them, but tlere and then, in I0I7. For him, a sccinlist revolution
meant that the workers and the other oppreascd elasses wern to rule. It 13 this which
sepnrates him und his doctrines r'rom all the cowards, lypuerites snd tyrarto who abuae
hir or pretend to follow in his footsteps. Graop that he stood for this, end the waiiud
way out of the orisls of today beoomee &lear. “hen you oome to spply 18, you will rind
1t full of danger, full of heart-bresking effort, cartain to demand gremt smoril'ices end
disappointments, but in torms of Leninist theory, the rowd will be elsar. I4 In not
diffricult to understand. : g
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lani . wrote and gpoke for millicna of workers and foracrs. His ideas had to be'samplc.
They underatood him perfevtly, and every worker oan tnderstand him todsy. Confusicn and
diffisultiss are cuuced chiefly th YRS professional Farxlatn, The political existence,
aotivity and hopes of theuss Stalinistu, Titolists, Trotskyites, eta. are based upon ths
fuot that they aee thencelves mlwnvy as rulert over the workers. lonin stood foi~ the
exact opposite of this. Aud Thet i¥ why all these thirsty aspirants after power luve to
vonfuse wreryonn as fo what Lenin stoex? for,

Lonin arvived in Rumgim, in &pril, 1817, Tho workere, soldiers and peasenta lusd
omerthrown Taarism. DBut they had dong mors &y than Lrat,, they had orestsd the Soviets.
1t le pesullsr how words ooz zlinge il lode LhS1V Ghwalag Gnd 0@ L0 Lean exactly ths
opposite of what “hey atocd fer. In 1935 and Tor some yours aftarsnrds, the wordeg "union”
end "bareadnlag” fur ths eailc L - <+ we puwer W ralise a grievance, discums 11
8% opce, and gatile 1!; althar ‘b-_u asrasmant, ar a atrive Tadow the sea=d "enton®
means & labor bureaucrecy, sitting with the smployers and tips-atudy mem and tzohnicians,
and ooming eut with & contract 20G naeen Fmm- . . - shiGl LAoe che wvorkers to the mes
conpany sshedulss Lud wiilvh do vewo ool uy s lorreueTats. Ths aame thing has happened to
the word "soviet.” Todny when wo hear or read the werd "soviet®, 1t ts usunlly in cone
neotion with the idea of Bovermnard,  Sevidt mepus the Soviet Government, with its huge
bureausraoy, itz huge ermy, liu =illisve of secret police, its.fuctzries which are pris-
ons, 1ts prisons whioh ars fmcicriss, its cabassaders and representatives at the Taited
hations, telling ile for lie with the arbagsedors end representatives of the old bour~
gcois nmatlona, Cut in 1517, the word "sovis:" did nos mean this., It meant the opposite
of all thise It memnt the destruction of the bureaveracy, the abolition of professional
armios, the wbolition of palice, I% meant elzetions bused om fmotorics » Pegiments -, and
groups of peasants. There was one delopate to every 00 workors, a delegate to every
regiment, and a delegate to overy fow thousand mmskaee peasante. The workers, scldiera,

- and peaganto formen. these roviets on thu basin of where and how thay worked beoause they
did not wish 4o hand over oontrol of their lives and vwork to any bureaucrats, officiald,
army,police, or parlisment. - Yobody 4eld taem %o do this, nobody educsted them, and noa
body could have done so. . ’ . .

- By April, 1917, s fow weels sfter the ovepthrow of Toardza, sous 20 wdllion people
wore alruady reprerented in thesv urze-drations whioh had sprung up all cver Russie and
were already Ancremsing every day. They vere the only foroe in Russie whieh had power. The
Taarigt police, ermy, bureauercoy, ang perliarent -had fallen apart. Euat the Ruasien Reu-
thera and the Ruysgiap Attlees and the Eussian Philip Yurrays who led the Soviet in 1917 were l
paralyzed with e at the eight of all these gmorhers and pensants and common people. -
in this new Soviet tyve of organization. Such & orgenization ashxaipustand obvicusly sig- -
nified not only the destruotiod of Teariem but the replacement of ozritalist produetion . o
and ¢epltalistio parlinments by n workers' organization of soolety. An intellectual oan
not understand this, or doss eo only after sevore oiudy and & great experience of the work-
ing class movemont. But any vorker, pertinulariy in the mass production indusiriea, who
has experlence of tho cowardice and trenchery of lador bureauorats, oan podepstand it, If
tomorrow, all over the United Statos, workors, scldiera and farmers ﬁgii;iiﬁi the exist-
ing government, formed workers® councils ard fased Valter Reuther and william Green with ®
the demand: Lot uz take over the ocoulitry, 3t would mean that they did not want the oapit-
alist produotion and parlimmentary dencoraoy any more. If the Husslan workers, peasepta
&nd soldisre had wanted bourpeois eleotions and & bourgeois parlismmnt, they would rot
have oreated und elected Soviets, ' .

7 Ths Russian labor leaders were torriricd. To them a goclety based on Soviets
wis anarchy and obaos and ruin. In other words, their idess of aociel orpganization were
completely bourgeols, completely capitalistic. Jn their Tright they ran to bep o few
liberals and “propre:nive” anpitelists and lenddords to form a goveroment, ¢se liberals
Ehousht thas they and their Wind were finighed for £ood and were only toe rlad to find
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that the labor leaders neodad ther. Thus was formad the Provisional Goverament, a govern-
ment without any power whatever, The old Tsarlat buresueracy, nriy and palice having dise
Iategrated, the oaly real powsr in Ruapsia was the people in the Soviet, But the lador
legders In the Sovint wera terrified at the power of the people and fought teoth and nnil
te restors & capitalist type of governeent,

There you have the fundsmental problam of the worlé in vhich we Iive, Howsver
different it may be in cifferent couniriee, in ssremce it 1g the enme, VWhen the workers
overtirow the capliallst government, og they have dome %0 often in the last thirty years,
who ls to rule? Will the workers rule or will the lator bursanorats, in Surrar of the
revolutionsry working-class, rush to find a goverament of 1iberais, "progressiva® police
chiefs and auch 1like, all of whom aim st nothing alse bDubt putting the workers back in
their place in ths plent and in politice, 1.e., restoring thabld soolety, Ten thsueand
booko and ten millSon words cannot explala the problem any better, xhsz. the wadern
problan,

lenin did not hegitato: The workers shovld suls, That is the algnificance of
his famous ologan: AL power $o the Sgvilels. Let tho workers, tha moldiers and the
peasanta pule. FNo officiale, no barsaucrats, no arsy, no pollcs, Let 3he people arm
themselves, men, women ard chiildren. ' Ihey will keep order, control production, and buiid
a new socdety, and pobody elee nan,

Sbat is the protlem todny, and will be the protlem until workers rule or scclety
" erashas te complete ruin, :

" Hastonalization Wil) Sclve Nothing.

_ How -close Lanin's ldeas wers to the problems which overvhelm ue some thirty
yeara after he firgt put them forward cen be £ean from. his attituds to nationallzation.
Todsy the world ip sheiken by the problem of natlonalization,  Huat the Government take
oyer the dig plante? Mugt 1t conflecate them, sr muat 1t pay the owners? Lenin's anower
in 1917 wea athunderbelt, - FHatlonallsation, he oald, 2y Ltself will solve nothing. If
even you take the property of the caplténliats away without ‘paylng them, 1t will golve
nothing, Tou meet heve the workers in complote control of the plants; and you mzst have
a Soviet Governrant. If not, not only will zationaiieatlon molve nothiag, Governmant
control will oily eonvert the factorles into pricoms and transform the workers into
prison laborers., His basic idea was thig, Sosckety hag now renched a atace where tha
workirg-clasas muat take over. But, and this Is wid anttors, i 1t doss not, thinss
M)l g0% atay aa the¥ srn. Yhen a working-class has remched the stage vhersfit s ready
to take cver, you cannot laave it whore it {s, FEithar 1t takss over, or you have to
suppress 1t, And the end will be the totalitarien atate, or sg he called it, penal ‘
labor for the workers.. That.is why he proposed to abolish the standing aruy, The' people, '
mon and.women, ghould Ye armsd and become a nmational militis, Efther a people's atmy,
or the srmy will rule by bayonets. That Ao why he proposed to gholiah the police., The
armed psople would keep ordsr. But 1f thoy didn't, the whole state would become s atate
of police. Soclety in gmeral had »eaohed a stagoe wvhere you would have the toimlitarian
‘atate or the werkers' state. And a workere® staje was & state in which the workers per=
formed Al)l the functions that the capitnliasts performed or hired people %o narform, It
atiil 1a the oaly idnd of state Sn which woricors will be free, Antt withnut that kind of
siate, not only the workers dut the whole nation will huve to endure g satnts of the
arzy ani the secret polles,

Tride s Leninlen, ann 4.i. of course is poinon te Lhe St04n twiv,  Then hgve
LanTertsd Husalan factorles iate preciaely prisons of penpl inbor. but thia quention
of the nervarkinn nf warkavwe? coauum bng sone for Yeroud e cusbuplive 6. bRl inan

wnich 15 brad and wookied in iiee and Talsificationgof A1) types, Try tha Troteleyites,
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the Sielnllyt Workerr Party ov the Worksre Purty, not 10 privite vhers they vill gny nny-
thing, but in poblic., You w117 find that ther all tors craen with rage at tha {des thnt
rationalization withoul the Soviet PALCY nud wiihoot arters’ control of ntaduction can
resmtt only ln traneforming the factorles futo origons.  n thia Shere 4a m Aifterence
At w11 hetwsen Stallnists nnd Tretnicylfea Fase ther with Irnin'e avact worda:

“The ¥3tal thin: @il B3 not su .weh e - slovr e g1 cf;;:.:t.-lliat prapwrty
fs the astabl lghment of unlrargpl, ali-p CLn wATHATT ganiral c'-'trfhe.caplt;s.iinh
wod trely possible supnortiecs.  Cunfluintlon A7 5 el e novhare,. ..

"Compulunry tructificaticn, 1.¢. mLinenr s s s on dntg .—.nas.:i,.ti,oun;mriur
she £eotrol of the srnte, ir whil tepiteltan bne prepared tha vy for, and wiat the
"Jdunker stnte hes put intu cifert i Ges ¥. Tals will he fully veniizable in Hamgle by
the Sovlels nnd the dicintoxehis Fotne o ToEuLTAb And thas will give T"stato
ﬁmrfmhéyueiffr%’;a it QN Ti;fuf!'giffxsgn&f-f{'pcur out o mres of words and, if yon
Afa pot armed wish printed 2acumendp, they will 1ie their wny hrazenly out of i1t daZibar-
ately crenting e sasa of eapioaion, $o & Lo Lewilder She workers, The workesrs and pemearis
of Russia had ro troubis in “ngerntaniines Lenin, They resd hin apd listened to hia and
knew exactly what ke Teant, . .

A1) thage lebor lesders or wiulc.te lvaders, Baatharites, Staliniaste, Trotekyi Lo
however migh $hay d41FTer amon;: themselven, sars the gnue in ¢hie thing that is rundament ad
~~ thelr attituds to the yorkers, Fach of Lham comes with his program. The vorkers muast
follow fhem, They k. . Tuey wil) lend. Zhew will rula. If the warkern do¢ not acdant
them, the woriers are oackward, Agd 4% ig on tidg cencept of workers' backwardness that,
in the name of the worisrs snd of soclaliom, they w!ll porpetrats the most. atrocioua vipl.
ence upon the woriklng eclnss. The whole miphty zunarntus of tyranny, violence nnd lisg in
Bugsls Justiffen itnelf upon one ides, and that' lizs $a $hat the bureaucrats must rale

and plan becauae the Queainn warkers ace too bazinard togruls; toe Dackward to arganize,

¥ho Will Do It}

It ix around thlc questfon that tha strugele for the Uotober Revolution wag vaged
afier the sverthrow of Tuarianm in Hpirol 2 uc¥o enlledd thy lendsra of She Soviet Ruseian
Aeuthers, Patlip Murrays and Atbless. os Cealt sha baurt o e then an industice, Crarnor,
Ban, iearotelll mnd the leaders of ¢he Soviet were nsn who had suffared years ar axile and
hard labor'in thair Tlgat srane® Popcien,  Thet 1g why the woriters eleatad tiazm ag leaders
of the Soviet to begin with, They warn nod crdianry counrds,  Haat Lhay wara afrulqd of ven
workera' power, Rether than a Soviet Govapament - thaw proforrad o Join with bhely old
enomles, to go into exile. or even ko dle, Lemin begzzed them to take the Fower, ‘Thay
would not,. :

It isn®t that ther didnft JSEQY VBt wns to be done,- Thers was no mystery a8 to
what wae to bs dope. Ip 5 revolution there iy nsver any myster¥ as to what is to bo done,
It was not a prohlan o7 000ks or of logic, Like speed-up it was a problen under averyhody'y
nase, The Ruaainn 2conomy was in chaos., It wug olwious that the capltalist were sahotaghng
*he revolntiog by treating-dleorder in production, “he thing to do was to disniplice thas
copltallsts, Lealn's point was that oniy the workerz in the plant eouwld Qo that, Shkobelev,
¥inister of Ecnnomlcs, a nowerful men in the Sovlet, and with Raniher'e otet 2oy Srandioge
Frogrgme and 2lozens, threw cut e phraege: "wa will confinept oLl L ste o
$00] .“m 0 yhrege ecquirad winga and las1prcn'i a1l lol'r:r n{u::fa.e ?:nfrfo arskt:d:o Vhf?wl'ﬁ jdt: iste
L1t? We Boleneviks, ne said, sre mecused o belng wild ard [lesce. You proposs to cone
Tigeate J0UE of the profite. We Yolemhevika o not rronges ac much.  Tan’t taks Ril. ko
Sily wome uil bhe sroritvs.  ALL we am% pou Le: Zbg will do &7

To 'i'ni-: wlzal quention the Rur;sin'n Heuliiedn couwld pivs no avswar.,  So gha anhntaza
LONLVINUAQ, Tie ATufita Of 2 Few cuntingec Lo mount and ecanomic Jife continued 2o dig-
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jepin sald that the lav regulsod o
Lel Lhe wofheTs CouilTol evory atégh of productiiasg ©oene af fngiery committesn cpd the
Sovieto. Lomln gid not dgnora the whito.onlirc weri:ry. lghroposed that they shoold form
vummivieen 0f thealr owa to help orghris s 2hi wov Ao fi;’m}l_v, he -repoeod that every Bass
pelitienl marty (evon partiog thel vere uol o0y’ eiriter I oarould eand repraso?ﬂ.ni‘.hea
to form & wort of uationel Tsononic Toowiates, W ceriesa thonld lead, bet he wanted the
nation te wobiliee iluwell, il Z-.-pft T ool st londle:de. butscuartts, srmy, police

end their hongers-ou who Tepras~ o0 o

It tq sti1l1 ihe only coize o’ c eh'oh wiil neol emancipate Yhe werkers. Lenio
appited 1t %o every preblen. Fheoo el wooeelod zigd oo the eallitag of 2 Conmtitupntl
hgwembly, 8 bedy whish wowld fiiamlls Jootis the Jutere onatliution of Ruseln. Leoin was
for & Sovisl Goewvrmont, btut he idd roi arak % lmpese his Adess upoo tho vaeonle. What he
pald was thls: We, the Dalzhewlk:, arhe% Goverceeat. But if the preple wand a
Conatitusat fagewdiy, tc decide stz [yro 2f gaveronent, let ua hive 8 Conatituent Ausembly
whaTe wo cun debate our diffsrent wiows. 3ut - who wiil orgenize it acd write the
rogulatione for it and 2&2r7 cut the siectionsl 11 the capiteliat govarzmment doee ti,. you
will get ona kipd of Congtitunent hesvrnlrs. 2B¥TS 1L the poonle in thelr Soviets
orgnize tho electd oo, you get snotbsr kind of Cocstituent Assembly. Let the people in the
Soviels orgmnize & Coastitusnt Assewmbly. Bat here aa fu production, tke labor leadera,
a{raid of tha raocvnle, ware phralyssd.

The sams with tha sading of the wer, The lubor laaders end the governnent wrote
-articles. sant telegrana, held canferencea with twheseadors. Lenin s8td to ths asaldler:
You ars fighting the wer, Fou and the war. ¥cu stick the Layonats in the ground and ko

© yoursolves and fruternlze with the Germen aaldiexs, ‘ K S

Plans, rulss, reguiations, negotistions, order. discinline, yes. An organized
goclaty oust have thepe. Hot in the chritallet gtate the caplidlinte or:thelr eanitalist . -
noliticlang cad buresncrats orghuize this, la i warksra’- ptate the workers do it, and tha
Tundamental institubtione of a worknre' state are the fuctory committes, ihz Sovint powver

aod the armad peopls.

~You in Britain w11l thzrefore nnderstend toet LZooln's ideas and plans had nothing
in common with natienalizatice by the Tabor Government. oédflate: leaders iz the governoent,
‘ar labor lsaders oven taking over the govartmwat. Thai te nothing out the old crap doctored
up to pake it look palatable to t.hqborkar'a. Lenln proposed and carried out a workers®
revolution, He saw, apd this wea his grenlest contributicn to the moiunce of soclety. he
gaw that whers the masses had. crected Soviets, 1% mednt that ihsy so longer wanied
capitalist production and purliamentary dewocracy, This creatloa ¢f the nacple he recogaized
as thekbeginning of A new epoch in lowan affairs. The Soviet which the people created, and
uhich'tho;; alone could crente, wee the signal to up that they wers remdy, He sald thet if
we who X"to be lebders do not ruscgnize 1%, and belp the workers to form a Soviet Gov-
ornment, -the copitelista, cuen they get back inio powsr, will instituts a regioe mlmed at :
kesping thess revolutlicanry wrkers ia exch subordination that they will never agapn be able
to challenge osplitaliem. That 48 the sign - the creatlon of mass orgepizations of workers,
furcery sod soldiers. sad the tont of any workers' letder haeg bees and alwaya wi)l be - is
ae for thase, for all that thesy mean, or ip be ogalnst them} Lenic 4id oot helieve thats the
Hussiap workers were hackwerd and thit he and thz Bolsbevik Party ware advanced. Phat he
gnid vas that the workers wers far Luyond ths Bolamhedlk Party and that the party had to

work hord to catch up with thenm,

Show thism te Stalinicts or Trotmcyitee nad watch how they will start to exolain
1t avay and prove that noclaliam weans mtionalization and vlsaning {with themaelveu, of
coursé, ag tho nlamnvers), And if you ars shwticste, peos how bitter anl enmgry thay wili
gol - the bitternesze and &ngss o7 btureawcrate who beliave thai they amd not the worksra
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Lenin had not only nbtudied Marxism:, He hed pnd a long and intimate aesoriation with
the sdvanced workers of St. Pstersburg srd Hsucaw, pnd knew workers Lo Britain, France,
Germany and Bwitzerland wher: hs had Mved in exile. He bolicved In them. Ee knew that the
Russian proletariat war a sanil minordty smidet md11%0me of backuard ToaRaOts 4N a vast
country of nsarly 200 miilion people, vhich bad few roads, o ziserabls rallwar syster, and
as late as 1926 had only 11,000 automolLiles, But, he gald, the Rossians vill bagin, tho
proletariat of countries like England and Averica will fintgh §t, If thay coa't, ths RBusulgn
workers will be defeated. He never hid that Trom the Dusatan people, but %0ld tham go ageln
and again. But, he saild, w4 must toke the power. For there is no chofes, Imnerialist wvar
or prolelarisan revcliution. Thot i1m the futuras of the world froa pow on, Can anyons who hag
11ved through the last tidrty years ¢r any part of them doubt that he wng right?

Bat Lenin wan uot tekdng any zasble In Huppla. Smell asg the working sless wepe, ho
knay 1ts powtr. He ts5id in 1917

=%a Germany the Juakers {(landowners) and capitalista are introdncing ‘
udvergal 1ebor duly, which Liavityhly becomes military penal labor for
tho worizers. ' ' .

ATalrw, hovever, the ssus ingtituticr® and analvze 1to meaning under ithe
ravoluticnary demoorstlc stasa, indivarsal labor duty, introduced,
regulated and diracted by the Soviecte of Workera', Jolidlers?, and Peasants’
Deputles 1s put yat Socialles, but 4% %a pp lonsaw eapitdiem, It 55 5
tremandons atep townrds Socialism, a step from vhich, 1if complete
desooracy 1s retainad, no backward stap tovards capltalism would be
possidle without the most atrocious viclenco perpestrated upon the xazses."

.. 'Tr®s0 words have proved to ba the truest conmentary ever mads on ihe Hussian
Revolution, Lenin and the Bolsliaviks estallished g Workers' state in Russia, And to deatroy .
1t Stalin and the Stalinists had to murder Trotaky and 9/10the of the old Bolsbavik Party; ,
they had to commit the mist atrocloun violence on the Buosicn workers; they had to aatsdlish -
buresucratic tyrenny, purges, conceatration camype, NVLD and GPU sarvelllanse day and night,
That is the only way they oan kesp the Russian workers down.

This 1e leninisnm, : ' -

Underotanding thia you can ensily urasp the Leninist policy in ragard to Warld War I.
No support to either sido. Imstoad, revolutiun. Peaca, yes, but pence by revolution, Turp
the imperdinlist wer inbo & eivil wor, The wmatn eneny ie at bome, Inm a war of 3hat Xind, ‘to |
eupport the cspitalists was to h=lp Alrsiyithen thelr grip npon the workingeclass and upon
the colenial peoples and to perpstrate and intensify the barbarispm which was 211 that the
soclety could hencefnith give, Unlees gnd unttl the workers overthrew the nocliety and :
establishsd Soviet power, a worksia' etple, thera would be imperialist war after drperialist
war, and euffering, death and dastruction or avery country,

¥her Lenin seld oppore, he meant total o mopl tinn without co ar.
In 1917 vith Teariem bver]ggroun and the Prounioiml Governmant in ghnir ?ﬁ?:ﬁeﬁﬁgﬂf
powsr in the doi Soviets of workers and moldierg and peusants, Bussin vas a Tres country
the :rnst in Burope. But the capitn)ists still Taled, Although the Provigionsl Govornmen;;
spent all its tice trylog to re-emtadlish the ca ltalist buremucracy, n
to crush the rovolutfon, the labosr loaders refua]ad to get rid of tgn m;‘n:e:tp:i;c:; i
take the never thamealvas in the Soviet, The headguarters of the Revolution was Petrograd,
Riga, the port of Petrvograd, wns only a few miles @avay. The Russian Genoral Stafi openly
invited tha Germuna to tuke HMlun and es bu phle to srush the revolution in its momt powerful
stronghold, For She ruling clasn ncver hesltates to betray the country if that $g the onl
vay 16 anfeguard 1ts vwn peeition of domination over the workers. Deaplie the danger o r.l’;a
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revolubtion, lenda rnd ibha Haj.l-y gorn ol s leoapr thedr woliey of onpositisn to the
war, A1 Jong an Ruaceda v o iRt © wavid net susport it tn the war.

This might awem, suf aecged e ceny 2t the time | tn b madnsep, But Werld War LI
Ay two (of muny)} wteriline exvamlse wnr Lentnioa deon not make the rlightest roncessaion
o this fundemente) question of vurhing-cin-z opractiilon to dmperinliat war,

Firet France. E7rr since the Gerynaw dnfarnted Franes in 1870, the Fransh rulips claus
had built up B zrewt propogarda of & war of roevengs, Beaipst Gernaay, 38111ag on the workern
Lo stop tha clnse strag.la and to tform a Tescred unina® whepover what they called the
"notion] a&fety" was threctoeed. 'ilns goed far waiiy erelant Germooy whe the dominnti
provegands of the ralers of Frooce foo awes ovwer 50 wenTe, When Cermtny went Yassist ugg;r
Bitier, the rulers of ¥rases asteawsed io rhe 0w of tho workers that @11 ehould unite to
defend Franch civilivation 2nd dsmcronty - piost Germen Yrrbariam. Then 4n 1936 EAtlaer vent
troope inte the Bhipelund. At that Lit: La Rl no riry te amesk of Bad the Gormon Cerorels
opuoned the move. Thay %eld Hivtler hat 47 the Jrench stoy moved apainrt Cermuny,: they had
nelther soldiers mor aras ‘o pri an ut. Thers wocld bo 8 military wetastrophs, and
as en almost leevitadle result, 2oilepre of L% whoie regira, Eitler underatood thet but he
alao understeod the rullag cleus of Durepe . funiztad on marzhing in.. The Frecch £ebinat
met., France newy nag the azuartual’y o dvnlroy Hidier o 2 few hours.g But, tf thoy. 414,
whe would ennceed binm in O FITU At B o Rerad zlate,  Although the evidence 9GS
for this hpe not com® snd Ay Fat, i noss oiwe.

Hihty the Brittal fovernment and the fsevicen Govevemost, 4F ast divedtly, in the coderhand
ways Lhat they une. 2ho vasnd? of 811 this wan that the Yranch Goweramnot decidad to lesave
Bitler nlone. . It wes from that ¢ ihat Fiilon o sower prew by lemps znd bounde, The
Freach ruling elasas had betTayed the Frarch ratlsa and Barcpe 4in order to eavs canitallsm
in Germany, They aad their 7ritleh snd Smerienn fricodn are directly resnoneribla for tha
destruztion and ruln of Wolrlid ¥War iI. .

5t11) worge. when the franch arny was Aefeatnd in 1940, opractically the whole of
the French ruling class, particolsrly the finpnsicds and indudtriclists, owang over to
Hitler's slde. OCenersl de GAcile himeelf has written that when he Legen reclctanes in 1940
he had againet him 21l of whe neonte of UM weslth and oower (Nhich doss not nprevent him '
Irowm vslag sow thedr viliing tani). Tnoso vneosls wers guite satlsfled to 1ive in & Francs
deminated. by Gernan Fascise just ap lung n3 they could ~xplolt the vorkers, Iifl was oaly
whan they sew that Hitler was losinz, .that thaey rushed aver sgnin to the aide of the United

States and Hritein and chouted adout naticue) freedonm and democracy .

Baging themeelves upon -their analyain of copitelism And canitallsta, Lenin and the
Zolsheviks supported the canitnlist clése relth.: in pesce not in wara neither in vietory
oor in defeat*. Capitalisis usunlily vaine o tremendounn howl about Lo:in’g volicy of
defeslism. They should be & 1ittle more naunbious. Seglnning - ko go no further back - with
the Loyallsts in the imerican Revolutiosn, there ors rasacated inatanca- of zcapitelirts whe
fought ectively for the defea? of their ¢wn ccuniry bacuuge they vreforrad subordination %o
8 foreiga mower rather thaa risk th: commou peonle taking power in thelr own country.

It oust be undarstood that Lenlo 4%d not bulieve thet he could p-reusde >r remson
. workers into such a policy. Hs belleved, mora orofoundly, that the old rociety was doomed
and & pew soclety uae ¢n the wey. horkers wonld be ecompelled ssoner ar laoter to turz ageinst
thelr main onomy whne was at homo, A ravoltiontut hod to work. and wait. nﬂt oncoe ha undaer-
stood wnat waw taklog vlsce in the world around hit, then his duty was to do nothing vhich

— e A i — e

* Lealn went further - be actd that %ne defoad of your oun'oep?gn]lst class wonld advance
tru cause of the nation se & wholee  Bub he certainly did not menn this te ap-ly in every
ctze, it io incanceiwgble that e wanted the Germans to teke Higa and wented them to
-cavture Leningrad. Ho did not waet the victory of the on-ontog cmpitalint war-camp, What he
wanted was ¢iabl the werking-class and above #1) the revelutionints ohould not corpromise the
clase strugelo by making tne slightest cansesalon tn the ruling claas in 1ta swn countiry.
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sould hedo the rullag clugs fo ) wer TERLG It var 97 nraletsrtian Tevolutlion wan
Bie slagan, Brd he was o the exde ar . 0 ) Tortowsinttan

This then pos Lauintam, ¢ e 4 ta L nultiine.  Tub pfter thirty-five yuars
' Shnitalist chaos ana Qisorac-_ oL ie v« yary apnr te &8 ¢y 7h,
vorkers have no cobfidence in Bhe same woniz L owns our Lo thods wha prannaate 44
Mistuw end ita n¥lime end Whshingio wd e woboare 3 deedly struggle, but both L
“esolutely united fn this: oo Pavties ToMarhe cut atete, po atate without police, witn.
Jab ermy, wiihout bTeanerecy.,  All ovieo L sroRgals Y nnd Stalia too,

Zefore dorld war I, Ieber [vrivisg gng riilione of vorkers g every country banded
thersalves fagether to PRVLOE b oalind e Ui seiully e + they wera not
wrrsecuted and were alle-ed frueio- of aLBeoh, Mot telint. %o labor leader off any etutug
“T upyone elae who hea the o t:neeng nfiudfee 74 nllowed to otnone the war. Hepca the
rsrurkable but guite loghlint oactnsrp o Vikr whea the yant mappes iz every country
are bitterly cumnred to the ue2lecn fverdilien 67 e vir. there 1e no snti-war party
anywhers., The govarnnents pljow nono teesuee they evnnat afford 1t. If the G.1.0. wave
t2 say ms the Britleh isbov FETTY andi g 19, suge gy ¥ouid not eupmort ity own BoveETGRm

Aeat in any imperialiet war, Awmericsn 2t and fresiosn wEEF polltics would rack with
an uxploslion greater thea thnt 6f acy € oLgzt. AnEur!n Beron in England doms not
PPI0se the war. ALl tant ke eayele ATRL Lne 3yisiny CGevernment pnoulq seend a littie
le8s on armanmentn and & llivle more oo 2realiceeg ned t&ﬁjh for the vle, Such ip the
demination of goverapent 07er the vaunie tug ;u}iti:icnguho wirh t3 cpoose their awn
ruling clees in the war no longer 4a a3 tp the Lenlaist raaner but »ugh to supnert the
other alde, They waut ia be ez the vids 21 ooy pad bls areien, Etnenhouerfs army or
Stslints crmy, " Among the nrofagsignal iy, Pt A lexi2iat faith ia the veovle hss
4#imoat dinmvpearsd, not teesuga ¥ Lodioward, bgﬁ brecigely bocauge thqﬂﬂ;e a0
3:ck of wer and depreieion epa UREnrloynint-gnd fascism’ and wer ngaln, and speed-un and
inflation sngd tartation: they are UML) e wlita Lager end Tevdinens to degtroy what 1g
torturing them, that the Reuthers, the 73 801 the Sttlers, the Stalinisls and the
Trotskyiter, msre more afraild of the petd : 2hoaf vanlialisn and look to ape on tne otuer .
of the casitslisl armiew, the cart it} e nnd the capiteliat states, to win victoriee-
8ad %o keep order. But tha Abericsn pro ntoend aln gres messes of the Americau
veople have nothing in common Yithl theva., Amerisen warkews ~re opposed to the war but

set for the sase of Russiefnr Stelin,  They ppe thizking their owg thoughta. “sNEFSaac

- 4ad their thoughts Are .&long the i:r.s that I haoe @azerived to you, '

o f

The VWorkers Are $hinking Their Owa Thouphts

low could 1t be vthnerwise? The 2097 atures us ia tha face, Suldenly after nearly
three hupdred Yyears of contiruoug ftruggle nll over the yorig apd great vietories for free-
dox of spesch and free dievemination of ideas, the world sesms to have turned ita fsce nnd
" i%s feat backwards. Jreat orgapiratinng and 2raat stater arise whage mvowed Turnone lp to
trevent the utterance or the circulation aof anﬁ?aing]e idea which they de not aporave
ADerice is no exceptica, In this veentry today there ig more fear and terrgr about eriti~
*1ziug the goveyoment thnn gt any tire ®ivre. the “unding of the Republie, Wny? it 1a
hecHUA0 the grest maesee of the peonis, <sgn tha Yery nature of the vors they do and the
ilvas they 11va,¢ﬁh1nk aaturslly anad teally 46 termz of n Cooperetive soclety. No one H1Y
i0 taach them thage ldens an thg stunis Trotskzitas titiok, vhot ig havoening Lg thnt tram
ruling clagees everywhera &re ongaged tr o deczeribe stragle Lo Bilfdlr dintort, confaae
and If necessary, total)y wunvresa theen Sdans, Eus tg stporess them, they wil! mnve ty
ratroy the system of produstien itealf, ok far 1t 1¢ thin which giver rige to them,  Aad
the closer the peo-le Set to thiazing thsir gus thoughig, the myre Ritvagely the rulioy
vlamr seeks ways and means to etueh thes, The lavor lenders therefore we vory ¢ircumsnegs
in whut they do and say, not because the sragle npe backwasd but precizely becausa the as
aeople are wo advanced. 1 can merel et prate, Thore 1y ne antd-war oropagania precianly
técauge Lhe pesple are an ant§-wvar Ling o, wae dnreg o te oagy anything which night univoss
“hut mighty torreat. Thyt In the Unined Stabes today. 2003
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It wae abgolutely Lupurativs that 1 zive you o2t ldeo of wiat X nrdar et ingd
by Leninism, Gtherylae . you ¢owld rot -xndarvptand my opialins {ard my. petionn alzol}.
Alze you could nover pet wny res’ graap of what Lo Ssitloy place v the Unlled Statee

today, sither in the coundyp Ag A wisle of arong he MeoxSad parties,  Thare Harxigs
parties have neve? undoveicnd fhe Amardcan peoaple or rrlher Lhey hpve tevee unfer-
stood Merxiam, They slusys tearsnt Marziam ae a forclgn docirime, and ther teled to
.erafs it or to tha American masavse, Anstead of atudriny the higtory, the 14fo and
the thoufita of Toe Abeddcmh pacple and ihw Amecican welion, oud Jladlag there lous
“apecific manner in vhien the unlversni truths of Marxfsn srerg cxprecsing themesiven,
That, howevar, 1s a bracder runioct. 1 have pone into iy sufficleantly we far, -and

1 ehail go into 'Lt seadn before L am done, ‘

The Harxist Vas:ties M the United Stetas -

What 1s important ia tlat thera vare Marxirt parties in ths Unlted Sﬁa-&s,
and I am not roferring to the Stalinieta, Thess Marwlsts had ths uminl atticude
* of Marziste everywhera. They were never )




nrduly lroublad br ths Pood sy oot oo sl e oodeh Aley belonned

wrn arall. They miv d Lo ol “4 ownr maintoinlng
an setael ovganizatlun,

the results of studics,
nersonnl fashion, e X
to da little roere than thite.
pwohere, knew Lot zsevlon by ; ! et 54 ks arm b
Aatlinnel Lwnd ti [ EETEE R Ly e e prroeured Lhe prorrs
nigtory by now e corLun ottt ity oopalloy oand
Capmiete ranaked tie atagsc ol L BaTTrenoonaw ¢ohew o LA amons
wOriors an gl ev! Aov, e RITZAANE IS UEES R SIS arved g o very
frnortant hlstorlans tuntioon. S he very Jenno el ul g DENNGT.
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of Yerxists e z
n Intoernations
Trotaryltes were in tha unt
clezr thot Lhe revolutlion - €
Trhteley 4n the doctrime that Fuatin wan o wopiar
ap te hin death that Pugsin wro o workers ' sted
the wer. He thought thrt Marla Fur IT would soo 3 TR
Hussian state bmek to capitnllam, or ghnother revolulion wi:lc uld cle
the pureaucracy and reators il Gorker:s o poser. e Loiioved thut. onily a
proletarian pavolution cculd nutionallze property, end thet vherever the &
property was nationailzed on any gread senls, thare you had o sorkers’ strte.
He wes wrong, tut hz died in 1640 and did not live to vase siales in Lastern i
Furope in which the netiounelivation of the property and the enalavement of
the proletariat tcok place atde Ly pida, ul whatever his mistakes about
the Ruscian economy, to the luaot devs of his ‘1ife ne wae the open and
uneorpromising enemy of ‘Stalintin, and for vears nis followers everywhere
sentinued this tradition. )

o

IR
e ok

ray

E L My
b IV

h v
Bl SO & Iy ]

o

I

Y
EE
4

&
s
o
QO ~cr
)
w4
fy

-
T

no
[w]

o
o

Al
.
L

M

&
+
a

C.)U'.-.

o

re wsual thers werg splits. tn the linltcd Stetes sven heforg Trotaky
Atea, one winv of Tretakyiom wider Lhe leadersnip of Shachiman aplit away
to bescne the "orkers Parvy. IL refuead to dalend swgnia any lenpes. Boin
these partles, however, amal) thongh they wepe, were the sole arganired
representatives of ibe grent Litovutlag dgctrines of Mary ond Lenin. Az
such, they wz2re the -only volces from the all-powerful United Stetes which
opposad imperielist war and capltalism. Torxery and revolutionsries abroad’
hesrd and were reminded that not evergone in America wna a supporter of
Truman end the Stote Dopartment. The Sociaslist “orkers Party in particular
wes & staunch opponent of Amerlean foperiaiism, During ¥orld far IT,
elghteen of 1ta laaders went to jail for oppooling the wsai'; and some Towr
" million workers all over the United States ‘protested againat thés persecu-
tion., In 1948 the Socialist ‘orkers Party ran candidatea for President and
Vice-President, and iis leadera spokc repestedly cn the radlio to miiliong of
1istenera. They still preached thed Russie wan o worlars' gtate nnd shouwrd
be defended, but thoy merely talited about it. and even that not too ¥ien.
They did nothing about 1t, and the fece they presented to the world was one
of opposition to americen imperlalism and, in the engential treadition of
Proteky, demunciatlion of ¢talinism ss the ponerene and the syphilils of the
ishor movement. The morkers Papty devolopsd ooy opportunisd pollcles but
particularly =13 collegpe compusect 1t won imterest angd suspord as an cutnisht
ane e roth ef Americen fmperlelicm and fuasiasr imperialism. You in Euronpr.
it veat lancr povements, pow:srful Communlst Partira, and o leug brediilon

PN I

ci eranam, czn have little lden of the lmporirnae in the Unttec Stnteu.

qetunl ard pohtential, of thega opoarently inolgnificant orpanizationa. Thow
v v Ghown far bSayoend thelr petunl sieale. . 2005
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L Eestallsn, ter.
Now what hes hopponed is et o lihin o few weols of ecach othier, some

months apo. ong. the “orkers Party, erme brazseniy out ond applied for a place

in tie war-carp of Trumnn, 18 the other, the Soe!-liat vorkers Farty, s

brasenly applled for ¢ pluec in Uke wer-vamn ef Stsiin. Thelr dcgenerot!ion

nad lonp tecn ¢ N tat, T owill el deny i, the shock has beer creht. put
Tiied i Lors Farty aeeds to foin Truman in the nome

Forwy gecka to joln Stalin in the narte
L oret awayY with es long o3 I have 8 rcan

th. You w411 undern 4 thrreiore Lhe corprehensive seope of this

First Shashirmen.

In the New Internaticnal of July-August, 1851, p.205, he writes; \\

"To meintain political opposition to the war is correst. To
continue to prosseute the clege strugrle is correct. rut to progscecute
tha class strugele in such a way thet 4t would clearly 'imperii the
rilitary positlon of the governrent, even to the point where it may
be defented oy the cnemy and lose the war® - that, in tie conditions
of the Third Yorld Wer, would be disastrous to the werking clazg and

\to socialiam.” : ‘ g ‘ u
That is clenr groush. Suppart the war. Whot could any capitalist,

imperialist govermnent desire more than o zoelalist who saya: I em for
socialism, your war is a berborous, imperielist war, tut I shall do nothing |
which rmipht prevent vou wimnlng 1t. This is where Shochtman has reached sfter !
twonty=-Iive years of unii-war ctruprle. It is not & personal opinion. It .15 =
fer worsg. He is the leader of an organizaticn and that is where he is lesding
it. ' . . ' . .o Coeat

- But 8Shacntman is not content with that. He will use his Larxist pest
‘and reputstion, guch ns 4t 13, and his tarxist knowledpe, to prove to
workers that to Join with Truman, Reuther, Eisenhower, Rankin and Senaton
Conrolly to win the wor is the policy of Lenin ir 1917, :

. Pls article continuea;

"Instead, soclonlist policy must be based upon the idasa of
Ctrongforming the imverialist war into a democratic war, that is,
adopting broadly the view put forward by Lenino 1in 1817, with all the
changes required by the differences between the situntion then and
now, and worlking for its edoplion by the labor movement as a whole,V

- And whrt.aaqcoraing to Bhachtmﬁn. 1s this poliecy adopted by Lenin dn -

"That meane calling upon the labor rovement to chemplion p series
of economic and political meassures which would, on the onc hond,
‘prently enhence the military might of the country’, and which, on
the other nand, could not ‘Le pul into effect without, trunsformine the
wos From 6 war of conguest iute a just war, from a war waged by the
sapitalistg, Into » wer woeged by tho proletariat in thie Iinterests of
all the toilera and exploited.’'”

% ig immedliately obvious that this is a very different sort of
Leniniam from the lLenfnism of the Soviet power, workers' control of produc-
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Lian, and abolition of the burerucrasy, of the ermy and of tho police.
~hachtman undertakes, however, to explain at lenpth whrt he clairs to be
irnlniat rmensures.

"These mensures would gencrally be of o tvpe which, to use .
Lenin's excellent phrase, 'will not vet bo socinlisr, but...w111 na
longor be capitslism.' They would provide for a rsedical derocratizntio:
of etonorlc end politiecal 1life, nbove all the most thoroughpoing and
extensive populor controls over production, distribution of
comroditise, rente, prices cnd profits, complete abolition of all
diecriminatory and gegregmationnl acts snd practices against racial,
nationgl and other ninorities, above rll the Negro minority, a
democratlc steeply-graduated income tax end a capital lovy. “ithout
proposing anything as utopian or irreaponsible s8 complste
disarmsment, the meesures would provide for an extension of eocial
‘services, housing constructlon, ohesp medical services for 8ll, ete.
Other measures of g similar type will sug-est themselves.' -

This, in Shachimen’s £ilthy hands, 1s whet Lenin's polley of 1917

. works out tc be.

Frankly I would rot ve surprised if mors than one proi'essor or
Journalist, & consolenticus bourpeois profesaor on Journalist, on reading
this, was to say: "We are gisd, Shochtman, that you have scen the error of
your weys and cre ready to join.in the wor for demooracy. But to sny that
this is Leninlsm, and was Lenin a3 policy in 1917, that 1is ridicudous."

' For my part I oen say that in the course of a lifetime spent in the
revolutionary movement, J have heard and geen and revd of many examples of

Judases and utterly comscisnceless scouldrels end rencgadcs from Morxism.
"But never have I seen anything to equsl thls. For ‘the psake of the record, in
the intereste of elementory:truth about tho greutest event®in the hiastory of,
the nodern world, I have to say sgain: Lenin did not and could not have the
idea of tronsforming the lmperialist -er into & demoorstic war. His 1dem was
to overthrow an irperialist government ond substitute for it e workera'
strte. Lenin did.not wurk for a propram of messures to be adopted by tle
iaboy movement. He fourht for-the Soviet power. Lenin arrived In Russis when
the Provisicnal CGovernrent was in power, and from that day until his prrty
toolt the plece of the Provisional Govermment he sald: Do not support the
Provisional Government, do not support the war; this is a cepitalist,
imperialist government and Russia 18 o capitelist, Irperislist atate. vhat,
we have to do is to substitute for this capitoliat state the power of the
workersa. T did not believe it possible tuat rnyone in the name of Lanin -
would arise to deny that, and try to use it as an argument for aupporting
.an imperieliat war. : o

This is a theoretlcal document but let me vt once, before I po &
step further, take up one very practical thing., I don't know personally any
of you who have written but you seem for the rost part to he young people
without mueh practical experlence of revolutionury politica. I waprn you from
the oxperience of meny years: if any followers of Shachtman should turn up
in the lLuropean movement, bewsre of them. bewara of them in the most literal
sense. People who break openly with karxism and join perlallar w be
open enemios. But these who do so in the name of Lenly rre dangerous people.
Keep awny from them. The Stalinlate, In mddition Lo taeir other arires . in
Yoardd pr 11 in order to justify thelr houndirne srericon ~ordore ftate warp
for Lhunsir (for thot 18 whet it really was), used this very ecrgunent of the
transt'ormution of the lmperialist war into a d-moeratie war; thouph, astronpe
#n it moy seamd, even they did not have the newve to noy thet this was
Lounin’s policy in 1917. Lut in the United States they wore the ones who were
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the rdvocetes of incentive pry, of the no-strike pledge, who saboteged the
strugrle of the Negroea for their rights, tnd, worst of 8ll, werse sples end
fingeremen for the Governrent ond the police. "hen you rcachelthe stage of
aaying thot Lenin's policy in 1917 was to tranaform the imperiaslist wor into
o deroeratic wer, it sisnifies 2 complete dogeneration of the roral
charroter, Fencoforwnrd such pecople will do enything. And tha only real
services they can render %o the inperislists is to take oore of the Leninistme
in the working-claas moverent. Thot will be thelr Funsticon.

Shaechtman no longer retalns a shred of intellgectunl honesty or moral
principle. He gaye thrt Lenin in Russia E@min 1917 changed his poliey of
turn the irmperlialist war into eivil wer. Lot me show you an agent of the
bourpeoisie &® at weork in the workinp-class.

“hen Lenin orrived in Duacis 4n .pril, 1917, there wos on the one
hand the foviet vith rilllionsg of =workers and soldiers ond on the other hand
the Provisionel Govermmant w .ich, as I hove senid, existed solely because the
Reuthers in the Sovict refused to erm o Suviet Govermment. Day and nisht
Lenin and the Bolsheviks pointed out: whi t we have hore is a Dual Power.
There on the one hand is the utterly rictitious pover of the Provisional
Goverrment. and there on the other is the real power of the people in the
Sovieta. The Soviets nre the open road to the new soclety. They are n creation
of morld~historical lmportance. Throush this the workera in the plant. snd
the psapnnts in tha land oan themsalvee control production and themsel es
carry on the government, This is no% yet moclallisr, but in this Soviet
poser, acciallem 1s lecking at us through the windows. In these two
organizgetions, the reotten Frovisdonsl Government cnd the miphty Soviet’
power, two gocletles face pach other. The rotten. fecble copitalist imperialist
poxer and the power of the workers. Me haven't to speculste any l-nger pa
‘46 what workers'! power 1s 1likc. The Soviet ig that pover. but it must tale

a—

"the governmental po-er and Decome the state.

' However, whan some Bolsheviks talked about 6lvil war, Lenin said:.
do not, for the time besing, use that phrase. Te usa it in esgitation, as a.
elogan, it tactically unsultabls. The workers heve the power, the soldiers
heve the puns. The only reason why they do not with one blow push the
imperidfiist government out of exlstence is bhecause they sre confused. The
labor leadert who -lead the Soviet are tolling the workers thnt they must
support the Provisionai Government. As long es the workers believe this, it
is wrong to tall about olvll war. So explain. Events will teach them. They
knew that the Taarist Government wee their enemy, But they don't know that
this Poogvisiconal Oovernment Ia, because this governrent olatms thot it, too,
ies for the revolutlon. As soon s3 the workers realize thot this povernmént
is carrying out all the policles of Taariam, they will overthrow it. Just
explain, Iut - this explonetion consisted of the demunclation end oxgoaure
of the Provislional Government as ¢ italist, loperialist, war-mongering,

" and plctting to crush the reveolution. I hove related slrendy the attitude
the lolsheviks took when the Germans were beling encouraged to take Riga by
thia same Goverament. It fa obvious therefore that Lenin was ncver for the
victory of the Provisdmonal Government. Lealn never told the workers to
support the war of the Provisional Government. Lenin never told the workers
to do anything else except to substitute workers' power for the capitmlist
governument ., He did at one time say to the workers that you can take the
power peacafully. ¥hy? Bedause the first revolution in Harch had so shatterad
the Tsarist reglme and the Sovlets hsd so powerfully orgenized themsolvea
that Lenin sald to the workers: No revoiution la needed to overthrow the
Provieional Govermment. The power is youro. TOu only have 1o take it. Bud
if you hesitate ioo long, they wlll gradually strengthen themsslves and you
w11l have to use blsoodalied to do what you now can do without any trouble.
That is why he told iks jarty: do not talk about sivil wur now.




Thie i whnl Shashivman (LU0 o peode Jhat v 1617 fondn ehanged his
.policy of Yarn e In TalisT T : Tee B M in fg Wne he secls LG
use Lenin to Jjusiify suppar otne Yimpea Covorsroant ool arorlean
imperialism in war.

Izl WG a Croovefiye uremletomer nly ool UF nampene Gowan,

the Americaw

carnititeens, o4

rayaiugiong 17,

Supray, Fouthior oo

reople like Uonstor DA

{to foel the Legre

thewm, theon won WLl 0o it

ind if lurrey mnd Fenthor ool oo U a8 e 1R e e e
for the revorabtion, yob vaicid 1o 57ne’ ops | eonlicl of producilon,
Crefuged to brinpg the way i, ToSun G Lo : 0l anforse ifmpsdiniely
lawa abolisbinr clseringmnts Caingt ceepcas  refussd drredictely to 8
deciare the inlepeadonae T cT i =6 ko 2413 upen warkols
sveryrhare Lo revell vpnainet Loy Lo slrine povernments, etc, then ibhet
governﬁent powld we & caniiellst Sfnroeiniist povernment, and the reninist
policy uf 1817 wowld be iepht nreadingt 1t ta the end. Sinece 1917 the lobor
lepders nove lzarat a few ihings, tul the iarxista, the lenlwists, heve i
learnt a few also, HSuch & Provisionnol Sovernment mipht. doclare the bahis to |
be nutionalized and the propérty of Heary bord, gencral llotors, American i
Tel. & Tel., otec, to be netlonatized. It mould not mean sz demn thing to the
worrers and ths  clerical staff unless they took &b over. In Catanlonis in 1935
Companys ,- the liberal, when he oow that the workers had the power, actunily
passeld lows nationaiizing the properiy of the Lig capitalists. Yv doing co
ha wes able to present his government as a friend of the workers and to
plosk the estaplishing of & workers' state. /a soon s Companys got ihe
chence, he betreyed the workers ond opencd the way for the cepltelists to.
come back. There is no subsiliuls for tiuc Covict power, theo woplkera! gtofa.
You can sgrec or dliagree. But that is the historleal truth. And Shechtzan?
Is he merely confusec? He Ihows exactly vhut he is doing. The most N
signilicant statement 4in hin artiele ia this: he advesates "the adoption’ of
a progrem of eccnonic wid for the upbuildins and wodcraization of Daclwanrd
countries which would not need to be more nnuliious row would it be more
mod.est than the $13 Billion prograp Propodcd nel loay ngd oy Presldent
Reuther of the Auto Terkers Union.” . s

.
Law
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I
vou have to live in the Unlted States and follow radical polities [
closaly to understand whet thut meang. You would then irow that Shachimen’'s 1.
party members in tne U.A.V., Reuthor's Union, have been striving and pantlng .
and crawlinﬁeinto all sorts of slimy holes and swallowlng any smount of !

Tilth to ma themselves palatable to the Reutherlte bursaucracy. They want
to be accepted and Shachimsn doen not throw thigs compliment to Reuther for

' pothing. Lt 18 there they ore hesded for. And 1 wamn you again. If there aral
any suecli in your country and theve 5 a war or a revolutionary crisils, |
beusre of them. Ia every country, inan of the stamp of Reuther do not upen
their duors sor charity. 1 Lhose people ore taken in they will hove to oay
the price, and the price will ve the blood of the Leninisis as soon as the
Leninisis chow that tiey are beginning to liave power and influence amng
the worksra. War and ravolution arsc not things to play witn. In wmar and

reyolurion Lt is your pollities thrt daciue wnat you wilil do.
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~e tre Apalnat Stolin, pute-,

T mesg in the “oplters Pavriy when Lt split frem tho foclallist "orkers
Party in 1940. oy 1847 it became obvious that the orkers Farty was n
bankrupt organizetion. In faey it was already on the way to ~here it is today.
but Lo tell the truth, I Sidn't think it pocsible thet Shaclitman, of _all
pacrle, wruld deacend o low. At way rvate I and sonw who thought as diad,
ief't the "orkers Party and went beck 4o the boclallst vorkers Porty, hoping
to FMina there n larxist orgenlzeticn. e had already develipped our basic
anelyeis of working-class politiec from the Leninist point of view, and this
difrered seriously from the Soelnllzt “orkers Party. (sut all this you know
bvecause we gent ihe docurments to many friends vbrcod). 7o stated our own
positions snd our differe¢nces with them very firmly and took good care to
nnve them nll printed ond published before we went in, but we went in
modestiy and full of good-will. :

. e Socicllist . orkcre Pariy contimmed to repeat Trotoky's long
cubtineded positifgon that Kussin wans a workers' stote. But the Soclalist
workeps- Party follows very closely the thinking of the Yourth International
in Europe end sl) of them continved to attack the Stalinist partles, and
particularly those which ruled 1la Enstel'n Europe, na satellites of Stalin.
Thcas ptetas, they eald, were capitslist states, because no proletarian
revolubion had talzen place there and it was impossible for a workers' atate
to be treanted anywhere except by a proletarian revolution. This was of
course absolutely correct.- ‘ . T

Then came Tito's breck with Stnlin. To our nstonishment, the officlsl
Fourth Internationnl (for the Soclallst “orkers Party 1s not an actual . -
member ) leapt for a stand on the Tito band-wagon. These Trotskyltes, to
Jjustify themselves, rapldly dlscovered ihet a praletenian revolutlon had
teken place in Yugoslavia sclie years before. They had not noticed it at the -
tike but now they looked baclk vnd saw that thies was g20. Could anything e
more farcical? A proletarien revolution, and still more, a successful -
proletsrian revolution, is one of the mosi world-shaking’ of historical
events. These Marxists, who ars supposed %o dedlcete thelr lives and thoughto.
to the proletarisn revolution, not only had riot seen this one. They had o
for years abused Tito's atate ns a totaliterian -tyranny, But now that they
sgreed thet it was a workers state, they could not agree as to when it had-
becoms onNo.. - ' T

The Titoist hureaucrasy is a one-party totalitarian Stalinist type
of state in everything except the fact that it wos determined to rule in.
Yugoslavia and rnet be at the mercy of Stalin's spies and murderers. Tito
until the break was one of Stalin's most trusted and most blood-stained
herichmen. But in his quarrel with Stalin, Tito used some arguments of Lenin.
The Ycurth International and ¢he Socinllst “orkers Farty declared that this
proved that Tito was on the rord to Leninism, published articles and a
cartoon to that effect, and deciared in public spseches that thvis turn of
Tito to Leninism waes the greatest thlng that had heppened to Trotalkyiam lfor
its nearly 30 years of existence, that, the derk nipght of Trotskyism was
aver and the deawn was breaking, ete, ote., :

: me were startled, my friends end I. e warned them that Tito would
rapidly either rejoin Stalin or Join up with American iimperialism rnd in
elther cese help lead the workers to the imperialist slaughter. They refused
to pay any atteution to us, bul continued to make fools of themselves in
public as well asz in private. lleedless to say, all their overtures to Tito
came Lo nothing. He hed no use for them, But one tning had been made so
clesr that no one could mige it. These Trotslicylites were slick and téﬁfi(ff

- .
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waiting for the workers to lift them into power. The proleterian revolutiecn,
the Leninist workers'® stste, they-no longer bLelieved in it, if indeed they
ever hsd. They hod grabbed on to the Titoist bureaucracy as & swimmer with
hig last bresth grabs on to any straw.

From there they moved rapidly, co rapidly thot 1t was difficult Lo
keep pace with them. Soon cume the statement from Lkurope that the socialist
soclety was hundreds of Yyears away, followed by hints that not merely :
Tiio0lsam was Leninism, but thot the Stalinist parties could lead the
preleteriot to socliallst power.

Ye dld not Xcep oilent, but we might as well have “alked to rocks
and stones. A few months later, just bLefore the 1950 Conventlon, it was
whisperod around theot the Fourth International ond the Socialist "orkers
Perty were all ip full agreement that tie totalitarian orisons of Lastern
Europe were workers' states., e had alrecdy written ocur position out in a
document, Stote-Cepitelism and Sorld levolution. But at that time we st1ll
velieved thit the majority of the Fourth Internstional would contimie to
. oppose Stalinism. Now at the Gonventlon, we iook on offengive. Speak up,
we said, and say where you stand. The following is the speech that was
delivered at the Comvention. Though it is not ghort, I think you will find

4+ not only of interecet but of importance in eny discussion of
theory today. People often object to long quotations in political writings.
I am not golng to be Yothered about that. I am not egitating anybody. ¥Yecu
and I are trying to work out something. :

. . %1 want the Convention to understand very preclsely wﬁat I am '
doing here.. . . . ‘ .

"I am meking whet amounts 10 a decloration on behalf of our
~Tendency. %o are not debating the. issues raised by Comrade Weiss
about Yugoslavie, or aboui staite-capitelism. Or the descripilon.of
tho swinging of the Yugoslav pendulum us glven by Comrade Wright.

"If we were doing that, we would have presented a regsolution
and requested a full-time reporter. .

“Tﬁe igsue that matiers for us is the roisted'question.

"y 4ig the role of Sitalinism. It is expressed very simply in
the document presented by us to the party. Ve placed 1t at the very
beginning of the document. I shell read it for you.

"on page 4. 'The dilemma of the Fourth Internctional is that it
hes to recognize that there now exists s labor bureaucracy which is
the enemy of private property and national defense and yet im counters-
revolutionary. The Fourth Intcrnatlional cannot escape thig decision:
If the destruction of private property and the repudiation of .
Tational defense ore revolutlorary, then Stalinlem is revolutionary
and there is ne historical nsed for a Fourth Internationel.’

"For us, all discussions are entirely subordinate to the
question of the role of Stolinism, The danger 18 to begln with Yugo-
slavia and then you may end with Stalinism as the leader of the
revolution all over the world. ¥e made it clear from the start that
1t was the question of the program and the building of the party.

e gtated furthsr in our Bulletin, on pages 4 and 5: (These
are the questions with which the theory of ata e-capitelism deals.
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i o primard.g o ooenossed G itn defensiam op defeatisr in Ruseim, about which
i Jdo iittlas %e arw priosrily ocotneevse ! here with wlet the refusai to socepi this
Loeare daec o the party, sodtderity, its eepaelty te fipht ita enomies, Its oapacity

S rrhares dinelf and te groe, dn brded - bo pruperc ile liguidatien of Steliniam.

"] wart Lo @ refeat, ¢ ere comosrced 1L the Puildiac of the party. And the
Soitan ol the pardy deabovy w}l elyxu the question ef profram.
"In our dsgunant we ciarnckerieos Shoeintor of Inbio very sharply. 7€ considered
_1. poaition a catestrephe for the lutesnate - =

"Ip over & yeer of porby dlscuddlone. it ; A ‘,o"it_,r raporter por any other
leading represontative ol 1% imjerity bo Lotk R . *r~ :, trat ia the central
problems

“The reperter ucw &mphislzc. Lo In fakoposition in which he 1s'on his own
“and osn let SumwigEt f1v', ihat o awar . s o o eapitelisn 1s going on in the
buffer zone, while the raal viiel L TR “1(: revaititicn kave heensm crushed.’

ri
"That {& interesting, but we 3o roo ,:..0. U6 3 .lutc with him, e want an officisl
Lositione we want 1o know whore the Folitical .c.l-ui’\:'i. stands cn this oatter. Ve .
want To LZnow, md cur decucent siowa et fron the beginn .’mg we w.nted to know, where thoy
stand 1o relatisn o Pablo. Yoo mund to lmow 1D h ey wpree or disayree with him., We want
te know, if thay agree, how and where they, griferentinte therselves from bime And ils
220 yeara' perapective of d=generntud workers® atates md the continued exietence of
rerenerated oupital ism. . )

"¥e have stated thaﬁ Pablo's tendeno" is & prr‘-ﬂta.]‘ni'!tand liquidationist tendency.
That wo shﬂ@ by. Ve shull nake no more pramw-cemems in discussion in the party until
' we have an ﬂln: offioial dooument to debsle nralnst.

“You have knewn ws now for three years. You uil}g; ve oheerved that we are very carelvi
i what we say and how we 3ay it. Vg are ruinr te be vary careful hore,  We told you '’
‘at the ladt convention that we were piud theb Wie 3.I.T, was heve Tor us to jolim.

"Aftor three '_ven.ra.. our oripinnl aetisi‘u:t:‘:an is nut only eonfirmad, but in every
way iudreasad, We belleve that you alsc heve 'ﬂn"':'l us to be -pod, loyal party nmembera.
tut it would be wrong to disgulso the fact tist 17 Lhe Intirnational, and the leadership
7 The ma Jority of the 5.%.P. comn te the concluslon nhat S8talinism can lead the revolution,
thet would be a w.-ry serijocus thing for the {‘ﬂ]tj end therefore a very serioua thing for us,

"That is vhy lnxses acf‘ordunue wilh var vaual proetice we are prepared to walt a.nd
see nnd to know what we are debering @ioss againat, what is said, and who seys it, so that
we chall be able to cheracterize il with % 2% ears and precieion whish we have nlws.ys
exercised, even 1n the documents we wrole helore eufered the $.%W.P.




1;0uv position is known. No one cen micundersiand our posltion
at all.

"The basis of ths Left Opposition, the C.L.i., the 3.7.F., the
whole Fkourth International, every line thet Trotsky wrote after 1934,
was thot Stalinlsm was the grave-digger and syphills of ihe
reveiution. Not Stalinisms in Russin but the Communiat International
and the Cominform which our conrrdes in Italy, in France, in China,
in Indis have to ficht egelnst, Te still bellieve them to be ths
grave-digrer of the revoluticn. ¥e still belleve thom to be the
syphilis of the ravolution.

"ug have posed this question consistently slmost from the very
stort of the dincusnsion. ™a rot no reply end it is for thet reagcn
that we are prepared to wolt uatll the comrades eore ready.

"we find ithat a rumber of comrades suddenly displsy en intense
interest in the theoratienl aspeeln of stnte-capitalism. Very
progressive, but for ten yeara we have been writing on the theory of
state-capitailsm. Ne one said a single word on it. No one writes &
1ine about what we have written. That is your privilege. But 1t is
our privilege alsc not tc debate that now end, as a matter of fact, :
we conld not Ao 80 if we weanted. Debate what? And with whom? We canneb
debate against some remarks mede by the reporter om state~cspitalism
an one of Lhe related questlons. Then soms authoritative person writes
a reply to the theoretical cusstions +hat we have ralsed, we can amd
will debate that. Not today. Not in place of the queation whether
Staliniem 45 the building of socialist soclety or the grave-digrer

and syphilis of the revolutlon.

"¥o do not say that the procedure that is being followed by the
party at this conventlon iz wrong. e do not say that for one single
moment. Je think thot under the circumstiances 1t 1s as good a
procedure 88 is possible. We -do not atiack the ieadership [or not

_having & position on this question. That weuld e sniping. The kind
of politics that we do not go in for. The leadership- iz absolutely.
correct to say that it is not prepared to take a position for the
time being and the question iz open until later. It cammot be sold
that the S.¥.P. leadership avoids taking positions on politiecal
questions. : . - . -

"what we are putting forvard here is our sltustion. "hat we are
saying 1s this. A mincrlity, and a small minority at that, camot
discuss everything and at every timo. We haven't got the forces for
1t. We haven't got the opportunity. The party prass is able to tske
up Yugoslavia from day to day. It is able to follow events in Koree
end in Russia. T% is able to talkte up everything that is happening in
Esstern Furope or in China. In theory, we as a minority, elso are
able to write whatever we please, as long es the discussion lasts.

"gut we cannol writs a stream of documernts in internal bulletins.
Te wenr curdelves out and we waar the comrades’ patience out. You '
diacuss one special casa of excepilonal circumstances. And then you
have to dizcuss snother case of unlque or exceptional clrcumstances.
T read in the pross the other day thzt one nornlag at s mzeting in
Berlin, Germany had bteen dsclared o vorkers' state by a Stalinist
functionary. Then thers are the so-called Soviets of Nungary and
Poland, We cannot keep up with that.
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Hiypthermore, Mo hovo a certrin axperience of discusalng as a
minorlty, during the lest 10 years. e gain nothing by discussing in
that way. In the end pecple pot tired ov discusslons of ihat sort end
often before the actupl co's of the discussion has beecn readhed, :
they begin to say: "7e have had enourh 2f this. Everyone has been
saying whot he wantod to say for a lone time and it 1s time to come
to z conclusion."

tihat will not heppen to us. Y¢ cant b understood, not only
by what we gay bptby whot ve do, thet wo are discucsing th2 nature
of Stalinism ond notiing cloe. For u3, from tnet discussion,
everything else ficwa.

*That ia decisive for that involvas the program of our porty.
mithout the brogrammatlc bnsis of ths historical necessity of our ,
organization, without ihe conviction that our orgenizotion, and ours
alone, cen lead the proletariat to the building of soclalisim, ;
without that, for uc the vary foundrilions of Bolsheviam core undermined?

. . - |
"rmis is no new cuestion for us. Our friends relsed it at the
world Congress in 1043, T arse sorry now that they 4id not concentrato
on this at that time o i€ sxcluslion of everything elae- As it ds, i
they were lgnored. They asid: You have in the Trensitionsl Program H
thet Stalinism iz class colleboretioniat, raformist end 1s
_subordinsted to the bourgeovisle. They said: Take it out ol the
Program. The Congress prefusod, witheut sven bothering to discuss.
They ‘said that Stallnism alrs ot power but insisted thet that powen
was not end could not be the proletarien revolution or #oGLAaliEm.
The Copgress ignored them. How we are determived thot everyone here
and elsewhaze_shoul% know tﬁ%ﬁ we hava raiaedhthis question, thot we
are discpgcsing no other guestion, and thet , when the discuscion is’
over, . 'Eposniop_aﬂ_.é; " or thils matter ond SR atiitude

to ita importence will. be absclulely clear.
- "ga place first things first. - T '

"seome comrades attack us that we are unorthodox on the question
of the role of the party. ¥e will debate with you the role of the - 3
- party_in. theé Commune and in the October Revolution op ancther j
occasdion - if that requires debato. .

tand if it requires debate, we cen even debate with you ‘the,
role of the party In future revolutions. But today, and untid this
_ discussgion is concluded, we discuss the role of this party anc the.
wor.i perty of the Feurth International. That 1s the role of the
party which is decisive for us at the present moment. There 1s no
butlding of the party without a clear snd unanmbiguous propgram.

"re gay to you what we sald to Shachtman with his bureaucratlc
collectivism. He brought forward this new society. ¥e o sked him:
what was its future? He sald he, a3 usual, 4id not kmow. Maybe it
would 1sst, maybe not, The maases would decids, We said to nim the
rnaases would deeide. ¥e have no need to bs told by any other <endelcy
that the massges will decide. But we, the party, must daclde &nd - :
the deciglon of the perty is the program of the pariy. And if we
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of the porty crimet den . he pEMLY g no peepgrsm, And we repeat:
T we decide Lhint Ohelicd ) 2, 0t . arder the Influence of

+he mesnos, icad ik rovor llon, e o hotve pel deelded end we
have no propiall

"And we wanl 1.
everyone will e
and will b »
to en end, 1t cor--
may beo. T2 secept

.
(a5 uulﬂ.

Meia et
=

conSacaInioc -

"ene of tho Tt 7ol s slresdy before your eyes -

Comrags iarsy. Yo w. % 0. Thir pOver and confldence of hls

docurent is the Girooct o LE rabnin fnd lihz uncertainty of the .

leadzrahip ol the perty ac he the natnse of Stalinism. If this

position is £irnally adopicc and beeowes part of the theor'y and ldeas

of tie organizstien, zu fasi ad you cul dewn %ne Harceys - they will
P UP BgAlLn. '

"on the other side. Yo teid in the Palance Sheet a passage
which I went to read wo woa. The cueotchion is on page 21:

1 1he daciylve tosial and 10al feeture of the United

t .
States, governing all oppecis 2 12fe, fnelnding its intellectual
&

1ife, I1s the abszence of s -mesy 8 lodanccratic party. It is the
source of the grestest wenlires Polsheviem tut & source also of
1ts pgreatest sireagih...The o e oI the masg politicel papty
corpelled a revolullonury teln v Lo o~ o the. prcietariet in the
process of production itacifl, >TC wod no . other way of making
conteot with tne weoriters.

"o tried-de aay ther> whel the zplit of the "orkers. Party from
the Socialist vorkers Foriyond lhe wlwis course ahows that under -
the special cirsumstinncsy 2f Aseviceun olitles, wilthout a maas
gocisl-demoeratic poriy, potiy-Louvrprois alewenis cre attracted to
the wavolutionary poriy. ¥z polnted oul that although the W.P.
aplit-oway, the Belshevik Party was bovnd to have ihess elements to
a degreec greater than in ciner countrie: whers they would be in
the Social-Ramucracy.

"ind we pointad out that it wan {he apeclal duty of the _
leaderahip in the United 3tates to talke a warning from the experlences
of the W.P. and of the Goldmsnites and to take specinl pains teo
educete,. discipline and incorporate these slements.

fiMheir weaknasa, as wo poinlzd out in the Balance Sheet also,
ia & tendanecy to bourgeols demoeraey and a certain latent hostility
to proletarisn disclpline. Wew if you say that Stallinlem can make
a revolution you atrike a terrible Llow 6d these elsemants. You ocut
away certaln represontoitlve gectlons of tiie fmerlean revolutlon by

[ " car e A -
TIlE 0w pOLiGT .

trhe whole party will fzol it, fighting what I will call the
Inpeyites on the one hand, nand these petty-~bourzeols tendencles on
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“Thia, then, conrades, it where wa stand in whiv aluen.oion.

"war the east, tha nomrades of the Tendeney who T0bor
Cee o ozay ere poelgotly eniditlad to Ao @ My s
resannnztuls far *he gonegral dircction of the o "
Lo qant onallitsg of the Tendensy arve nil In oo
cmt At we Siasenci the nrogram of the ppoto e
e . vnd we dignuss it anly im relation teo 7 oiics!

vt yng in November, 1850. £mall ninority e wc wersz, we posed
st isn: what is Stalinism? Cen it lead the vorkers to socinllsm or
Yenr rust ONSveT.

In a fov wonths *hey had answered. The spd came in Auguat, In that monthaid the
World Coofarenco of %he Fourth Intereational mat and abandoned sll pretenss of belng
anything elge Dut stoogen fer the Xrermlin and -Stalloisn. It gald in 1te manifesto:

Pihe transforuption vhich the Stalinist parties mipght undergo in the courns
of the most acufie ravolutionary eclsen muy oblige the Leninist vangun=d t©
randinst ite tacticn towaris Shaee perid T :

Tho Stalintsts have crly to hackon.
"Ant thls in no way relievag the prdletariué from the task of building &
new rovolutiasnary leadership.” ‘ . ‘

The more the Mourth Inierustionsl recrnits, the more it can bring over to aki
Staliriem, It will webildza the wnritars of the world to Joim the Stalinist war-camp

. upconditionally:s , ‘
fhs World Copgrems of the Fourth Iateraational greets the workesrw, peasnits

and soldiers of the U.5.8.%: ond of ks 'Proplea® Damncracies.' It asnures them of complets
and uncondiitcnal sbpporh by the vhole worid~wide revolutionary movement in the coming wour

puatant the restoratliondat efforts of the interrntlonsl bourgeoisle, Dafense of -
cglloctiviged property, planned economy, and of the wor 's' states, even though deforpmed

and degonerated, 6 an fnidH¥AR imperlouns 2uty of the world prolatariat,”

So that the war betvoen the Krediin and ¥Washington 1s a war of glagpes, ond LY
the state of Stalln wins, the working-cluss, not only in Rusglia but elaswhers, has won
a viclory. ‘ - - . .

But unlilke Shpehtman with Lenin, they did not get away with thie. Troteky's widow,
Hatalia Trotsky, was £till plive, Sha hiad Geexn fighting the Fourth International aud the
Secinlint Workers Party for six yeurc, Sho codd stend 1t po longer. In Moy ehe had
civen to the world press her aow fmmots letter which I gucte here in full, You caunct
rend 1t too offen, : ' ' '

%To the Bolitlcal Committns of the Soclalis’ Workers Party:
"Goé.rad-.-m

"Yau know quite well that I liave nol bnen in pulltical agraemsnt with you
far the past five v clz paars, ailnee the end of the war an! even cnreber, The
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posittan tokna on wh L, -t o« et 2T oreoant timea shows me that, inntead of
govractlng your neriicd Suruds, jou 204 pors!silog in them and deepening them. On
the Togd you have lakon, ovsYurorhptendt you nove seached a point whare it is

8o lengeT pusciMle Iy s 1o amadrs rilunt 0i to confine nynelf to private
protoni. T munt wow einmic gy oy eplnfona subl: iy,

“She gieo whizh © lend obiignd %o tnke haw bewen & grave and diffieult
one for os, &od I caa on’v wegrel L% cipesrciy, Bul there fs no cther way. Aftsr
a gront deal of reflectioaa xad hoelisztlcnn ¢ var » nroblem which has walned ms
deeply. I find that I mont Y0ll you thot I eew 0o othsr way then to sey openly
thet cur diopsgresmenta wots it 1spesnidle fur me tn rwmedn eny longer in yogfanklc

"Ths ragsmdns for ihin firal sctlon ¢a oy wart a!f'nown to most of you.l
repsal them hsre briefly orliz for thoae 0 wlom they are noi familiar, touching
only on our fundarentoliz J,m.,ar‘:aa tiffzrenvos sod oot on the differsuaces over
matiers of dally pelicy vhich ore :tlicted © thom or which fellow trom tbem,

"Obeeased by nld and suilived imnl. s you contiove .to regard the Stalilnw -
I.e_gutata a3 B workerg! «tale. i oz ”l oot follow you In thia, Virtuelly
every yoar after the deginnlng ot ih~ 4 seloet the asurping Stelinist
bureaucracy, L. D. Trotnaog .«""'i.,a-f-.L st ..hr mgsma oo movriag to the right under
sonditions of & leggicg *orll revelitioe sad tha setzure af all political
vositions in Rumsia by ihe turenwor: r.y. ’

"Time and agaln, Lo __-‘..-.-n" 58 hoyw the cenaolldatﬂ on oi' Staliniem in
Rugela led to ths uo"'enln., o8 the eoziomle, ﬂoliticu 1 and social nositions of
the working-dlacs, &ad the trisnph of a tyracaical asd p-hnegcd arintocncy.
If thin tread eantiouce, I axdd, the rewlutlon will ba at sn ezd and the rastce
ration of conitaliem 'will Dn achicved. That, mfortunntely, ia what has happened,
ovon 1T in nav and wnéinectad formal Thera is kardiy a comntry 1o the world -
whore the esuthenlic 4325 =od bearsts of gsoninlise are &0 barbarouuly hounded.,
It should bs sloar % ev-ryeze thobt “ba ravalubion hao bean completaly, distruyed
Ly Stalipten, Y-‘%'f you coatloue to nny that under thisg dnapoakadble regime,
Rusgln fg.ntil) & workers'atate, I cousider this 2 Dlow at socisliam,. Stalinlsg
uad the S$iniat atyute hawe aothingz whotever In compon with 'a workers' state or
with poctaifen, They are iha' woras e the oot dangerons euemisg of Sogialliem
apd the working-clang. .

1%ou now hold thsi the utctes of Eac:srn Puroons aver whiech Stdliniom .
~ontabliphed its dominotisu dartag cnd aftar ‘.c war, are likewlse woTkere' states,
"Thin is equivalont Lo saylsg that $ialiaslam bug esarrisd put a resolutionary roolalae
ist role. I canrct and will oot follow ynu. in this. After th: war and ovan Bafozs
it anded, tubre was & Tisleg revslul upuiy o vement of the moanes in thess
ERgtern countries, ’

"Bot 4 wae ot fh. e Ss9380 who wom uwower and 3t was uot & woTkere'! state
that wan eatablished by th2)r pirugale. 1% wes vhe Stgliolst countsr-revolution
that woo power, reduefng %reze laods 1o vassals of the Xremlin by atrangling
the worklpg waseen, ihedr rrv-Tutlomnry HEERYASW nepirationa. By considsriang i
that the Stalintaet bureauc.oey eostoblinhed workers' mtates in these counirien,
Jou annlgn to it 8 grogressive and sven revoiutlionary role., By pronagating thle
monotroua falgshaed ti ! .+ workers' vupguard, you deny to tha Fourth Interns.
tional al) the baeic re.euni for oilstenc Aas thm world party of the socialist
ravolution, 1 o the wiat, - nlways coneldersd Staliniem to be & conater. revolue .
tiopary forcs in ovary cvonue of the term, You no lomger do sc. But I continue
te do g0,

“In 1932 and 19351 the Stalinknts, 1o order to justify thelr shamclens
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sapttulation to HillerZon Jscleond fhef 4t owuld matter 1ittle 4f the Fasclals
aame o oower beeaurs moaialfmr wonll cone oTler nnd through the rde of Pasclan.
Oply demamanized bruves wloazor oomred of gooianiat thought of eplrit eould bave
argued thia wiY. Vrgu‘ [T P P .’.'-?}‘,' Ve e "?l‘lti@!lnr}' aslme which animnte you,
vou mainZaln that il 2=1;3%4c el falat weamisn wilch has triuzpned 1n Eantern
Tureps is one of the surds (hopu pAded aeciclien will eventunlly come, Whis viow
parke an lrpemedisbic preci wilh Hhe profoundest convicilons nlwoys held by our
movoment and vhish I zca¥inae o5 alarn,

T £iad 1t dopane tble be Jollaw you in the nusstlon of the Tito regime in
~Ydgowlomla, AL the .unainy anl orappord e¢f ervolutloninta ond even of all
demserute, eronld oo to the Tngoelev peeple In thelr determined realatance to fhe
offorts of Mancow %o wduce them end lhalr counkry to vassalnge, Every advantage
should Do teken of the enaceaslons whlch 4he Tugoolav reglme now findn itself
obligad to make %o the peoiie. Dut Joun entiry nress 4a now {evoted to an
inexcugable idealization of the Titelet buzonuzracy for vwhich no ground existe in
the traditions and principlss of onr novemeni,

TRl e hureslersacs te onlY o roviics inoa new form, of the 2id Staliniet
bureaucrscy. Lt was icalned in ihe ddenn, the politics and morals of ths G.P.U,
Tia recime aifvers fros Stalir’s in ona Pandazmial ragerd, It in abeurwd toc bellevw
relnticpnvy lenlaranip - £ the Yugroalav pecple will develap
T

vr Lo bbesh thit th
r &p any way cther Uan in the course of etrugelo agalnet

4
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THget imsupportatlsn of al) i the posliticn an the war te vhich you have
copml.tted yourselves, The Third VWorld Wer which threstone muenity confronts the
revoluticrary Hovement with the roet difficult problans, ths moat complex
sltuations, the gravest deciciorw. Cur raelticn ean be taken oxly after the most
enrnapt and froset discusatonn. Bui in ihe faer of ail lha evenla oF recont years,
you continnd %o odvacnte, pnd fo pledge the eatire movement, to ths defenme of the-
Statinlat etates. You are even now cupnarting the prmiea of Stnlinisn ip the war
which iz belng endured by the asguiched ¥oraan peopls, I cannet and wiil not fullow

‘you in this, ' ‘

%ap for back os 1927, Trotwky, im raply .o n disloyal question pul to W ia
the Politicsl Purens by Stnlim, stabed bis vimes ns follows: For the soolallst
fainerland, ryes! For the Stalinist reglme, ool That wac in 1927! How_ twanty-ibroe
yoars Inter, Stalin has left noSldng of the socluliat fatherland. IY has besn
replaced by the onslavesert and degzadation &f the peopla by the Stalinlet:
putocracy, Thic ie the stnie you propose te éjan’ﬂg' " in. the war, which you ars
already detending in Torsn. I kknow very well tiow oftean you ropoat that you aro
ariticizing Stallnpiem end Sighting it. But the fact ig that your edlitlslems and your
ficht logs gll value and can yield no results becauge they are determined by and -
auwdbordinnted to your potition of defense of tho Staliniat state, Vhoever dafends
thipe regime of darbarous opprassiaon, regnrdleas of tho motives, abendone ths
prinoiples of coolalisn sand internationallsm. : :

#In the meposgs sent me from the recsnt convention of the 8.W.P., you wrilte
that Tyotaly's idean coatinue to ba your guido. T muwat tell you that I read tnese
words with great Mitisrnesn. Ae you obnerve from what I hnve written above, I ido
ntt see hle Ldeas in your polities. I have confidencs iz thaso ideas. I remaln
convinned that the only way out of the prosent sltuation is tho acelal revolutfon,
the self-emancipation of the proletarlat of ths world, : )

4 MATALIA SEDOVA. TROTEKY
MEXICO, D.F

Mﬁa QJ ’955'1' _
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Krgp Lt by you and cenad i% of'tus, It 4g & hisntoricol document, After fifty yemra
of struggle, in Hatalis'c letter sti11 busan the {ive whizh crouted and aueiained
Bolghevigm; utter devotlon, . ' -xte w1i% arior dut pternpess which vill not coxprowine
with wrong, & will that voffer.igs ar' (ocweculionn of 4 1ife~tlwe have only steasled -
but the whole governed todey, zr Lt w ¢ fifty yonrs age, by hatred of the incaleuletle
erimes of Yourgesis teslety, rod dsoniin to rocielisn on Mars, Engele, Lealn &nd Troteky
and countlegr othera tmughi it and 1. ool it, @ Aeririne of liberation, of freedom. Tho
Staliniste hed dregpod it §a the med of 2zolelsetion and the bisod of workers, &al these
Fourth Internstionmlista, ysias Ly yenr, had stngsated until finally thoy hed reached that
gtege of callougnesa, porverziop of the fctullisonea snd lors of aAll moral valuos which
could teach that whea the Ruscian bh?hﬁrl.T_ubr"ﬂJﬁol o Zastern Europe, that was the
road to wocinliem,

Ratalin showed how ®itterly ohs Te't the way in which these man had bsamirched the
vary idean of cocinlien, She callin them "duhemanized hruces®. She does not know their
dehumanizad brutality as 1 do. I loft that marty i July., It wasm just w month before
thelr friende io Surope openly deciars’ :?%legfsnee to 5tnlin and his satellite oarties, 2
policy that the american Troteuyites fully crdossel oran it wrrived here. As with the
Stachtmanites, 1 would not trust any singie one ol these, especlally in European
countrien, with five minut:z of roevern In twendy days thay threw evar the lsssons
of twenty years &ad wedt to Tito kai 1. =n. :,q ;-. R u]‘ nralges of thut butcker .
until he kicked them aside. They will de S 1
if he should evar nesd them, The braed i HBL3, ?h&y and Shachizan go out of Marxism
togethsr, Sigtory will remegber thec ac ¢ loueat Aegthz to which Marziase has sunk in
the hundrsd years of itz sxinstenze,

The gquastion in vy, Thet 01g “te g thaoretlical guestion and 1 ehall give you a
gketeh, oecassarily brlef, of iy -ideus cad the futurse of HMarkiam in ths United States.
But before 1 do su, I want tc zny thal thers ie no great mystery ehout the way each of
these has run ‘to & mzszter,. Thuay "oth of them, Bud there ie pu ueed to distinguish beiwesn
them, both of them collapsed for unr .oussn - %My no langer Jeldeved that the Americhn
working-clees could eatebligh A workars? ainte within Aay period that they could see, In
memorial gpseches they both eaid the words, but tho words meant nothing. Plek uwp Preis!
The Walfare State or Ganceal: The Rnnd to HFTEFPeace, Houbere. not in one gingle line,
does the prolelarinit ac a ravaluinJn,; foras aupdar, if ths Socialist YWorksrs Darty
believed that the prasent criasie wcouid €nd only in the victory of the Americen workere
.at home, they could ocver uave arrived et “he conclupion thit s world-wide victory for

5talin and Staliniets is o victory o wonialiem, Tha Stulinists. commit their crires
against the workers because, &s they wlll 2dmit iz confidence, the workers &rs not yet !
ready to ruloe themeelwaas. The Socialist ¥orkers Party clutches at Staliniem because it
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depends unen th¢§t3t&—nﬂﬂe\ of Sta]in: tha Red hrsy and the Stalinint parties, to win the

victory; it doee not believe the workery cun win $t, tnd Shachtman is tormeated by the

. idea that in World wWaxr III, the Rusulans erad their satellites will win o' victory which
will establish Staiirizm in the Unlted Steton. X)) nre blind to the power of the workizg-
clagy and the aAmerlean watkiog-clés- 1n wornivolar. ded what 5 clesz ia thie Amaricsn

proletariat! ‘It ig the greatest socisl clacs ‘he world has gver known, Newar tefore were s

wany tens of millions of men, women =nd chiidven 3o ucited, disciplined and crganized by
the very m2chanlsp of caplislist nroduvcticon Ltmelfl; never were so eany oillioos wo
llterate, so well-educated in technoiogy &nc the mweisn pos=itilitien of aclsace &od
industry; with such profound concapts of what conuwiitutes human dignity, husan freedonm,
and what conotitutes tyranny, It ie %he goverssent, the beourgeolisiec and the intelleciuals
who try to spresd terror &bout the lezc of aur literties ta Yusrnlan Communiem. The
American workers are not worried about Buseisn Cosmmuniam. And rightly eo, Ru rower on

eArth exists which could impoge » teinlitarian domination upou the drsricsn proletsrinns .

and the millicne of otheys whs avz pr.letc.sin-s in &1l but name and the clothes that they
wear, No such powers exists, aeithey in Huscla aor beve, none oxists and sons can be

created,
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Thoae who try to imsonc a totelifinrian domination here {and they will t%ry, sconer

or later), will unlooss a tormde thet will root up and demelish not only them ut all
sthers whe ars lilke thew, whersvey they mpy %@, in Puenos Atres or Peiping, 1n London,
Calcutta or Hozecuw,

Pars IV

Ag I sald, the quastlon is: why hanve theec two partles gone the way thuy baver 1
put 1% that way, not hecause of them - thoy as Marxisto are finighed - but I put 1t that
way for some very important reasonn. Firet brcause af yon nnd gl liko you, Asclated
individugle and groupe who are sbrug iing %9 understand Leninlssm, but who are shocked
and aomstimes bawilderad By what ihé profesced Maraiste ave 'do!.ng.. Today thera are ~°
thousands like us evarywhere, pll asiing the ssmz quretlon: why has this happened to
Marxism? It is & good guestion £o lomg s you do not confnpe yourself and your friends
vith tha working-elaaa, Tho worling-clnes, the workers in zede production industriss in
particulpr, are not depsndsut unon ray thaory or party. It le for truer i say that -
parties and theories are d.epenum.t upop thon, 'I'imy hava their owvn way of Judging and
workine at thelr nirobless. But a theorst! cu P'arxint vhather an intellaotual or n
Wl‘lﬂur. thai is al’.f&muu-.lu; BlAig. & Sui 6o vuuu.; wEBIE, Tuln Ju.lusvzx‘ uﬁu?ifﬂ.; trm ’
doctrine, and ruin quite a nusher of others along with himself, And sscondly, 1 put the
quastion in relation to theu bocnuse in rewolutionnry politics not.oniy do the grest
1deas sad events explalnm smail nnd asperently inaignificant things. The opposite 1a alse
true. Through the closs.obserration-of amell political grouplngs, ws are nble to see

: 1dens and forces of vast Scupo more cloarly and more profoundly, The analysis. of thess
pltiful capituiators Lv not a question, as thayx belleve, of paychology mad perronslity.
On the contrary, it is hers that you p2ed the most aerious Harzlan thetry. Ths woriking-
clasa arriveas a%t its conclusions and Lhts dedislons in it pwn. vay. But o Marxiet. must .
1ive by theory, or dngonerabion and cullapne awnlt him,

. Capltaliom develops mccording to two gront fundamental lavs, the law of %he
centreligation of capitel and ..ha law of tha eccinligation of labor, Fikst, the law af
centraligation,

As Harx pute 1t, one teplialist X1lle many. It I3 the mature of unite of
cnpitall.at production to deytroy ameller umits and ineorporate what is valuable ints
'Eﬂnqzmog, to form yrester ani grenter comblpes, wo dominate a vhole indnat:y, than mary

, then a whole country, and teday ir poar..‘bla the world, But side by oida with
th¥s expanaion, ths process of lghor, the wsy the workers work, that chaoges, It btecomss
more and more a cooperativa process, oad there s now world begins, It Lo useleas to try °
to paraphrasc Marx. Only his owva worda will dos

A0ns capltalist always kills many. Hend in hand with thle centralieation, or
this expropriation of zany capltelistis® by a few, develop, on en aver-extending mals
the cooperative furu of the labor-process, the conzclous technical ‘application
of oclence, ths methodical cultivption of tha goll, the transformation of the
instrucents of labor into instrumsnts of laber only usable in common, ths
economiging of all means of production by thalr uae as the mneans of product.!.on of
cocbined, soclalirzed lpbor, the entanglement of all peoples in the net of the world~
merket, and this, the internatlonsl character of the capltalist regime."

¥atoh that phrase: the cooperative form of the labor procesas, Marx had hia syes
fixed on what was happenlng 1n production. And thiy leads us Into the second great law,
the law of the aocclaligzaticn of labor, For evory stags in thie procese of growth and the )
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development of cuoperntlon apelalized labor, lncrenses ito numbers, unites 4t, disciplines
ft, sronntzes br. Thie hea pet & thing tc 4o with wny ualen, or party, nol a ?hing. ‘n’}'xer.._
enpital organizes the Hiver Rouge plant, needing B),000 worlkera, 1t hag thevely organized
them as n esocin} Ferce, by the very fact thrnt they work Sngether in one lnrge production
wnit it ia becnurs capitalliaot production hna organtyed them nlready, that a labor unlon
Ane n lpber politlcal party ean be formed. It la capitalism itself which producas, ip
Morx'e pbrose, 1tE OWR genvo~digger, in theea mil‘llons of yrole‘..nrinns who are trained

Lo mermpeetive iabor hy thel aclentific argantaatiop of large-ceele producilon whisi
;apttaliam itaelf erceted. :

shars becidas Marx had notismd thix, And thoy Laileved thet manikddnd would
contiruslly dovelop the cooperatlve form of the lebor procese with higher and higher .
standards of lilving, wore nnd nore dezocrasy, Dore and more squallty. Faopls who thought
thiz way at cos tine comprised the wajority of educnted roclety. But Harx was pover afraid
to stand alone and he lgughsd them %o acoXn. Le ridiculed their idea of continuous
progress. He ineleted that 11 wne the workers who were boing ftralned to wooperation. I%
was the coeperative form of ths lebgy procces which grew continunlly. And the more the
workers were kalt Anto lugo cooperatlva units, the more envegely caplital had to attack )
and suspress them, Inatead 4f a continuons growth af equnlity ané democracy, Yot would have.
guch class strug;lea ex the world hed never coan hafore,and s growing and upceasicg - o
rovols af the wmriera, Hers are hia own werda: "

%4lone wvith the constuntly diminishing nuzmber of the magnates of capltal
wha uswrp and monopulize all adventages of this prozess of transforzatlion, (Towe
tho mase of misery, oppresasion, slavery, degradation, sxploltation, but with tils
too growe the rerolt of the working-class, 8 clans alwoys ingreasing la numbars
and disclplined, united, orgnnized by the very mechaniam of the process of
production 1tsalf." ’ S

1s this true or not true? Only workers ip the plant .can give the.answer at once sni
vithout heeitation. It in adsolutely trus. Befora the unlon wns formed, Foard, for sxample,
wns submitiing iue worker: im his plant iz Dotrott ‘to on exploitation and migery which i
was driving men crazy and cubting thelpr lives in haif. The men organized the C.I.O. to
vaslst. Their capaclty to resigt has been taken away by the labor leaders znd ance DOre
the struggls rises, thia time by means of wildé-cats and rank-end-file committees, .

Marx wrote in 1867, B5 years ngo. Sincs that time the unity, diselpline and
organization of the working-clang hes grown untll todsy 1t is the roat powerful social .
claas.the world has ever geen, And an centralization has iczcreased and the pumber of EWE.
capitallss mognates diminished, so of neczusity buresucracy has grown, For the maznates
by themsslves are tco few to disciplice tene of willions of workers, Bureaucracy ia their
wenpon against the cooperative soclety. Yhat olee #en atop the working-clave?

. Every wnrker in large-scale 1ndhati-y recogynizea that today. These thousands ol men ‘

in a aingle piant need a vast apparatus of foremen, timp-atudy men, #uperintendsats, plant

protection, atc. Fracisely bedauss the men who lutor do not run the plant, you have a
gwarm 9¢ engineera, techniclans and clerical employees who are engsged in doipy work a
great deal of which is totally unnecesaary. To thepe nre added lawyers and thelr stalfa,
sconomiets, public relntions men, 11l utterly useless except thet they are neceesary oxr
_ Whan the mea form the union, the lahor leadership soon has to incremmse 1ta own g% !
peraonnsl to diacipline the men and %o carry on ita interminable negotiatlions with the ‘
company. A prablem which a dozen men in a plant could settle in ten mioutee becomes a !
grievance and goes throuch a procedure involving a steadily increasing growth of ;
Lureaucraey, As the scals of production yrows, no crows the tureaucratic adminiatrition,
Finnlly the scale of production and the organizations of cenirallized capltal ar
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vsetinalfaed Jator reach A slogt where s ntpelre An one industry, aomntines in ona plant,

can parslyze tie econary of tha counwvy, “he erinln in productlon tecomey n crisis of
saclaty ns a whols, The aorpornsivue crnnol sontrol the werkers. The labor leaders by &
LHODOELYOE Cniial, igri wun be Bpe geoverhaont wadely Intarvenee with iabor-relationn Rors "o
faot-fi dere, arvitrators, gedintora, “hidzb Weena {112 further m\uuplicg‘;ion of
admindsirntlve procences and buramucricy. Trere nre fcolirh pespbe who think that the
vhole procecs 13 duo to the complicutlona uf radern induatry. Every worker inove that

that 1 nonmense, Thin wighty pyonratun 2pringe fooa the need to dlacipline the workers.

But that is abeolately tmpeapitle, Yna ennnot discipline tens of millions of
modern mes. These ure not slaves in Arclent Home. Trhey are sdueated, read newspapers,
tisten %o the Totlo, enjoy menns o cexmnientlon nnd informntion undreansd of until
fifty yenrs ngo, ars familiar with nntiianl nnd world politlcs, And thase highly
civilized humnn belngs, 88 o cings the nont highly eiviiized poople the world has ever
vnown, 'mow that while the zapltnlict cennot Tan the plant without them, they can run it
withiout him, Vet eight hours = dny o nore tliey are khcked around nnd pushed around and
persscatad, told vhan to go %o the toilet, when not to smoke, vhere to est a sandwich,
Torvldden %6 walk fwenty fsat and talk to ancther wolker, And every pingle soul, frow the
piant superintendant to ths boy who te aveaping, kmous thnt this has nothing to do with
prodaction.. The Foremun doez noi tell the workes higy to do hie work. He is there to
dlecipline hlm, Every dey thet becsisai hard:r to do, Hence more bureaueracy, moTe :
suporvigion, mre time-ptudy men, more asgobirilons, moze foct-Tinders, more propagandlats. .
The nltimnte snd of all this i wisb jou have in Rusnia, the completely bureancratized '
stats of totalltarianlem, goldiers with boyonets i ihe Tacbory an m111iane ip sleva
labor opmpo, It 1s the £inel cantreliszntion-within a single country,.

‘NMMLLAMJh

A1l this bureaucratism, ending in vhe omparty stete, I repeat, is roota& in the anl

tu discipline workers in production, Bat.the relutfons of production in any pocicty '
determine, shape, put thelr otams upuz 511 cther relations. Aa productlon expnnds and ie -
tureancratized, 80 1g it vith adl other opheraw of scclal potivity, The most immortunt i
ig government. Government tedny conpiits of vast administirative bureaucracies vhich in ,I.
any largs eountry conpriae milliona of orficieis sad Tunctlomaries, the mpJority of whom. . !
grow and maltiply by the sace pecdn and procedures ns in production, They exist for the i
]

'

seme purpore, Lo diecipline the popalation in genersl, and are eseentially as ugeleag.

Thue i addltlon to the ZOTELNGANS 1.r.bar pureaseracysyie for 1adoy, theﬁ ig ihe
‘bureaucracy for agriculture, and the bureaucrpey for commerce. ! :

Theprs is the army tedoy k:c_n\ﬂi:—‘tin;,_“ of mill.';.onn in war or ‘peace and obviously hers
to stay as long as capltalism exists, Thio requires an immense bureaucracy, with a tast
number of the hureancrate vearing unifarme, .

There is ihe huresucracy for the imuenge growth of taxatlon. There in a vast
turapueracy deallng with social nervices, houoirg, health, old-nge pensions, sseentlnlly
a bupsgucracy for the viciiam of capitallst production, Theres is pow addsd to them an
army of socin) warkers whe tnvade the lomes of workers to help them adjust theoselvea -
to the burdens and migerles of the copitalist syrtem, 1.e., to keep them Irom revelting.
There is the burepucrscy of courts, prisons, police and the eecrot police which grows
larger every day, ns workers show thelr utter relection of the syetem.

As in production, this vast vureancratle a¢miniptration has one root cause, the
need to ruppress and diecipline by propagnnda, thraate, charity and brute force, the
imuenne nover of millione uf worlters whe, desplte thelr diffarences, objsctively, by the
ners pcnle of modern production, convtitute n permanent threat te property, powsr and
mwammmuwmwwwmmmuewm
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P 2 14 of tils nees wu fo, -ent Lue woriern andc the eople, 300 Low oo w

etk o piont supervielon, taxat ion Wroaueratn, jabor-relationd burepuseale,

N YRR Latrnecratys, aollce and ierw anil order burenseratn, the vhole thing wiala
v et gnu monkingd wousd oe Tres nt leet. Hpt 1t will not Just fnil apart . inetand
S _rhwn DD contralizsed and more powertal na the torent 1w capltel grows, 1 sapect

i ;o bn britala are fiooded with propagnnda nbout tfryy enterprise® and “tha Agartcan
wiy ., whd your rgentipm”. Lo ariticlized by Amariean propngandieta. Liks the wldeapread
et ey campatonce of Amaricer capitalints 1y managlag ipnduntry, this "froe anterprine”
tnix Lu the utmost nonsense. The Unlted Stnten in in the grip of bureaucrallem, thé
nurosucratien nbove nll of the stats,

The United Staten governsent loday coilects nnd dispenses more money thsn any
other state in any tine of hietory. Ouly receatly a popular perlodical showed that
Presidont Trumsn has collscted moTo tnxos than all the taxes collected by the 31 previows
presidents of the United Stntes. Gvel ihe iast dozen years the government has dispsnsed
the bigoeat ordars o industry thot pay indusiry hss ever had. Tha governmsnt has ez, Cha
rionl word on the dlsposition of raw potertioles wad what should be producsd end when. The
United States government gixes wnger, fecides on conditions of labor, constantly
tptervenes in disputes between laber and czpiinl mnd triec o lay down ths law,

The trus index of the prenent gtage of cepltnmiinm is the role of the state in the
economy. Marz in his theorstical wors atpced with the utmoat clarity that the ultimate
snd of capitulicm In any gingla couniry wos Vi coibralization af al) ths eapital 1n )
the hands of one sinule ganltallet or Lhe single corporntlon, But long before it reachec
that, the atate begins t3 asnudde the nuthozity and reaponsiliiidy for holding the ayntam
together, This mercilevs struggle of canbrailestion of caplisl ngalnat adctalized labar
1s driving the cepitnlist world to suicldal war. By L9L4 the German sinte attempted to
contrallze Europoen capltal, nr & prelirinary o world power. That %8 what World War I

waa about, Tho other imperi.al.'.emg,_,w:'.t,h' the United States at thelir head, Dlocked it. Bot |
creater Boclal zation snd crapher centrallizatlion continmued until o totelly centralizud ;
Germany vnder Hitler trled agaln and did for & helef moment pucceed in centralizing
Europenn eapital. The United Status ngaln eroahsd Germany. But once mors the centraltzetio
o7 Europsan capitnl in on the bricr of he dm. Wuaoia e preparing to seize the continent:
from the Enst while the Unitod Status 1s preparing the seme from the West, To emy that H

)

German milltarism, or Gernaa Faeclea o Hyigien Commndam, or the Ealser or Hitler or !
Stalin is the cauge of all this, 1o propagravls suf table for: nalf-wits and $dSots, Host :
pingie countries are today too ‘ameil 4o mnintaln the vast accume.ations of capltal

peedad for & antionnl e¢conomy nnd the terriZlc nlass strugglon theae magsen of capltel
generpts, To exiet at all, to fight the wIrkcis al hoce and ite 'avale abroed, capltalicon:
lins had to bacome state-capltnllsm, a form of develonment foretoid and underctood by
Harx, Encein, Lenin nnd Trotgicr®, [ : ;
mw&m&m_hm.the&_'zm&a}sxﬁqmtpmi_b}.unln___mon R

But state-capitalism is oot o contlnauous developzent of capltalliasm, but s ‘
tranforuation into it oppesite, Far capitalism lived pud progressed by free coopetition,
and hencs found 1ite fallest devulnnrens under a democratic bourgeciale, State-capltallaw
menne and can only mean buraaueracy, tyraany and barbarlon, That 12 true, as cveryone can
pen, not only of Stallniat Ruzede but of Souialisk Britaln, nut ualy whety- the property
11 nutionslized but whera privete proporty soceicass tc glate domination nn in Arertlca.
The state-capltallst powers todoy, thepselsce the product off a romorseless eontralization,
are plming at the final centrnlization, vorld anztery by the United States or Ly Suscsia. =
4nd to achisye thin thay have sach built in thelyr various ways and avre expnudlng such
a mighty barssueratle apparatua of tyranny and oppression that even befors the final
cinah slvilization le collapaing under i1, Pepco, wnecukfty democratlc rights, nutlonal
{ndependoncs, Hussian RAVAS ACTORD Europe nnd Anle destroying theam Trom one rlde_  uhils
ihe United Siatus counfere froa nc athey. Soth kxnowsy quite well that they run the riex
5t sentroying themselves, but whib civd can they do?
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Ap i may, wany peounle ooy ger thin nnd Lin yrent majority of educslvd psre:ne
nothlng bub dipuster nho. Ther ery go opsnly and this 1a one of tha suread Kine ol
complets delny 07 & poiLlcdr, Ther oare hLliing to the seeialipatlen of ilaror.

wvadlag. Liplhny Boeleny,

if the law of centrellznilon 1o heing driven to the ultion®e limita, so le the iayw
gy wne nocimiizailon of irlor, It Lo lncredille how hlind eome poople are %o thie nAnd,
pliudert of n2l are the profoselonn: Harxiste. This you must see for 1f you do not,
nethlng can gave you fron tie *ata of elither Cannon or Shachimar. It 1s not assy. And it
1z not easy because theo vhele of capitalist zoelety, svery pection of 1%, labar lender:
nnd all. lives by cne bagle ides: woritere crnnot rule; workers do not want to rule;
wnal thuy wart i1z goad ienders, Yel it fa pogeibls for a Marxist by hard work to appreciats
ard begin to understnnd whnt Marx meont by the socinlizatlion of lebor. No philoeupher
avar hnd a grander conception cf humnaliiy.- Yet no philomophical conceptlon wag over %o .
golidly bngad on the first neeegsily of haman gocinty, imbor and producticn.

" Lat us spproech it first on tae ucg«,;t.ivsagé.d&[ from the point of view of %he
beurgeonie Stsal?, Forget for n moment wlnt ve Goueediy Shink of na politice, 1.e., voting,
electinnn, support of war, oppoesitinon to war, ete, forgat 1t i only for a nomsnt, Ignore
algo for the mumant the flve corte mre go louar, of Yen cents more an hour ar even
fiftesn conte for which workers ore suppoeed %o ztrugiles ac herd. 1 alall take the
Amerlcan working-cless for I knsw mors about it than any other, but what I shnll say of
it is esnentially true of miy lnrge %ody of crganized woricers anyvhere, - '

I keep on eaying that tis Mmericen working-class &5 1n absolute opposition to
-gapltalint productlisn, that mogt of ite productive energy.and invaniivaners goes into
a struggls with the caplitalist clasn over. every stap of producticon. Let all sorts of
educated idicta prattle sbout democracy. Thia quastion of laber and production is the
very foundation of kociety. And if you doubt what L say about Amsricnn workers in ]
‘preductfion, cohewlt any Itat of publications nn Americsn production during the laet three
of four yeare. l know the nailes of at lesst fifty full-length bocks whoes authors have
racked thelr brains over how to gel workers to work. Read the procesdinge of thae VWes?
Coant Federation of Employers. Hend the woric of Feter Druackar, a consultant of General
Motore. If you wish, I could send you ths information about popular articles in populsr
negazines 1i%e Colliexg and the Hendmc's Plaest. v If you wish, go bacik to Elton Mayo's
famous boock, The Hupan Probleme of an Industrisnd Civiiigption, and the long gerles of
experiments and invegtigations ho and his colles:uss have cerried on eingce, Most of the
large-univeradties have depmriments at vork on this quastion. As for pamphlats, they
sxist in the hundrsds, The management of the Ford Zmpirs, insluding Menry II himpelf, hey
more than onee cone out with the ctatement: as fnr as productivity ls concerned we
cannot do much more. The question now is whether the workera will throw thelr energles
ianto lebor. Aind nmothing is more ceréain than that the workere will not throw their
energise 1&2‘ le‘bor for cepitellen, Thay do s certein amount of work, but thoy cecide
what that %s, and the rest Sg one of relentleen struggle to prevant capital forcing
them to do mors. The capitalist clese and itn cconomiatn see the protlem, Thoy are not
playing at politics writing nonsense in 1iitie papecs. They are seyious peapls. They
have to deal with producticrn, and they cee and feel the crdola every day, But they cannot
soe the only eolution which is for the working-clase to take ovor completely. As Tnr ac
1 can gather froa reading responsible pecple in Pritatn, that is the prodlem of capltaliwc’
there sleo, How to ralse productivity? Yow to get the minere to wozk., It L9 the bamie
problem everywhare in the world, and ervexswtiwmersiwrittddiiddnsd novhere more so than in
the totalltarlan states, Thet ia why they are totaiitarian,

Hut the acciallzation of labar 1g not n mere question of roalatance to

centralized eapltal. It contalne within iteelf the poslitive elements of the pnew ecolety,
And 1f you can ses this in produstion, you can see it everywhere. Unless you eee it in
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aroduction you oan wes 1% nowhare nand can never undergiand what is meant by tha Marxiat
cantentlon thnt tho worigars nre the mort ndvanced cisee Ln socfely One of the diffliculties
1n the wny is that many of the ideac of the ruling clene pes #slgt In the miade of workers
oven up to Lhe very moment of the revelutfon, It iz ¢culy after the first great ocutbreak
that the maases begin to tLring thelr enorgiea aud their yesrs of thowght and dlscusalon

to bear upon the problemea that face them, Then atage by siage thelr own claes 1deas and
clags program rapidly unfold. No ningle human beimy or party could have predioted, far
lesr organized the Soviet. lio vne could have guenred that it wns comlng until it cane,

But it Ls obviocus thni the Hupslazy woricerp wore in thelr own woy and pmong themaelves
comlng to the conclumion that they wanted coumabhizg more than parlifimentery demosracy.

¥ho in 1935 when Lewls end Green were proposing and counter-proposing in A F.of L. council
balls, xha could bave foresesz the plgantle nctlons and ths slt-down atrikes which
brought tha C.I.0.7 Hobody. Abseluiely rolndy. £iili pors, 4id rnybody oconcelvs that
American workers wantad fio have o aysten vheredy %they wauld geclde all grievances on

the spot by Lmmedlnte dincua-ton nud if the cioplovers did not agree, immediante walkicg
aff the joh? Yot that La whal they -wre thlniing while flocrevelt was passing the N.R.A,
snd CGreen and Lewls vere arguing. )

C 1% e Mlways very Lard to farszee thoze things, 1zpossible te Zoresee all of
them. Yot today bourgeoie nacledty Is Iz p very adiane ba anr‘u of decay, and despite ‘the
suparficinl. dominanen of bourgeols Ldens, 1% 1s pedsdlie b0 ges unndniakeably what
trenendoce and world-shpking na=zcions and ferces 1ie 7ehind the restlegenesz and the
bi tternear of the working-clama. CGet to-lnew avy \{:“‘.‘L.n of werkers,. That ls & very :
dlffienlt thing, but it cen ba done, Then maeic them If they dellevs thet the foremsn, the
plaat superintendeat and the other supervigory staff are neccsnary. The answer will La
o categorical and unanimous: Hg ~ w2 do not nead uh#n. They cause all the trouble in the
plant. Aad that for capitallem s the ses: of deebt, YWaon the glaves in the South had
reached the atage where they would zot wurk nny leonger, then o’ avery wae docmed, This
averT-growlng comviction thnt 1t ls auperviaton which is rulndng 1lfe In-the facisry and
preventing serious attentlca to production vae alweys thare, but £% 1e belng (riven home
aad brought cut into the open by *he g,enera.l crieia ar cqpiualism a6 s world systém.

But these supervleors dsy by dey sre I0rrud to drlve ever harder at theue woriers,
. The whole capitallst crieie with lts bursaucraclss, armies und wars, demsnds more aad ‘
ever more speed-itp, ever more digeipling, ever mors suboerdlnstion, In the -snd it moapn the
totnlitarian state gr the workers enrrving out yhat they glready know, taking over
completsly. The workersz canmdt continus usrely to rasist, They have %o.gc further.
Everybody shouts in thelr emrs thet for workers to attnm;;t to rulo reais anarchy, chnog -
" and in the ead more bureaucracy., The workers do no% sccept thie from the employers.
" Workers are the most dleclplined people in the werld. They have to be. They underatand
that leadershlp im noceaoary, order, discipilne, somesns %o decide. But that ie the very
reverse of bursaucracy, a mass oY officigls in offices setling plens and foremen with
whip In hand. What keeps them confused and doubtful io that their own labder leadirs are
alvaye telling tham the ¢ thing, But the _;:m":,‘-,:-n w111 nve to be golved and the
golution is in nobody'sa 22:5’ ar in any booke, It La there 1n she natu.re of production
1taelf and the dally lives and erpsarieaces of the workerg. .

m.zwum_:wmm:xm.m-

_And as alwvays the solutinn %o the prohlems af productiop show the rapd ty tie
solution ¢f all other problowms,

LhT mohe SRpInsAvs and the most U;Jplcul‘lv\"! QO .-
of modern nuc!cty inrxlon badly nerdu A serioun theoretical study uf the
padern army. 1 cannot prataml to de that here. But consault nay group of the oliviecs -
veLerans anywhere and ark Shet what taey thlnk about the ¢ lrer caste. The anmve: vl

be watrtalabie and 1t w1l Te esmatly what the workers thing af rparrinice, Velergee
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believe that the large majority of officare are not only utierly useleca but ars ths
rain source of the bittarneas, the fruastration and the disordsr in army iife, And thoss
®m5h ARG no? Harxiste or necesonrlly opposed %0 the war. Hany of them speak in terms of
a nors afficient aTwy.

But you muat bave afficers, soams will pay. What thoy wean is that you must have
someans in comonnd, which ia & very different thing, A patrol of thirty or forty mespn who
find thesselves Jost without an official lender, commenly declde tc listan to the most
chpable and most experienced among them, usually g soldier who has meen a lot of tha
particular war Or war in genernl, Nodody in hle senses ever objected to lesders,
commandery, discipline, lenst of All wvorkers or soldiors who, uniike intellectuals, kiow
how seriptis woth and fighting are, The pnger, the ferooious conflicts and the remulting
disorder and incompotence srime from the crganization of a s011d caste of rulers who are
bonded togstler to supprass the mans, This sounds atmarge, I know., Bu® £t is only bscause
we havas hean brought up in bourgeoin rociety end have unthinkingly accapted, aw we muet
to oas dezres or another, the ideas and practices that 1t inetille into us from childhood,
calling overything slgs nnarchy and chace. Tne truth is that the freest aray the moderan
world has svar kunown wae the army of Fapslaon while he wre still revolutionsry, And
thgt army wes the moat demoeratic and the mort undiaciplined army ever kpown. It wae
Algo one in which anyone from the renlks could most casily become an officers {for 1t was
after all a bourgools srmy} and, note this, 1t was an amgy which was continually shaken
by reveits, inaurrspoiions and mutinles by men ngalnet tha offfcers, Napolcoon hikseif
coMid do nothing te wtop 1%, Another famcur 1 modern army was Cromwellls army, almo a
revolutionary ariy., The fresdom of dipcusslon and fromotion in that army was something
that is difficult for ue o wadarstand today. Yet It was ons of the Tinest fighting ‘
‘organizationy the world hae ever known, The truth is that the ferocious discipline and
officer-caste of the modern nray are not mnesded for fighting againest thu enemy, As in’
production, they are needed for one mein murpoge, t0 keep the men in subordination to
their own officers, ’ ’ 4

Bat aren’t men of i@m::hl knowledgs needed in production as well &s in the
arey? Sure they are, But , o graat muaher of soldlers and rankw-and=file woricers
=08 hsve thlg koowledge. And secondly, esk workers or vetsyans sgein. ls 1t possible’
for the majurity of worlters and noldiers to become technieally proficlent? Tha veterans
can ansver quiciker then the workers. If the five yeare they spsnt in the arsy had been
epent In the “study and practice of ncipace snd technfique, large courntrisg lilce the
United States and Bussia would todsy have some twanty or thirty million workers who
were at the gane tinme as highly trained as cny dollege=bred science studpnt and Tur more
capabla, Such a body of men is the baslia of Genderscy today and would wipe sway the nead
.for any caste of mupervigors in the plant or in the prmy. This isx the conception of tha
soclalization of labor ar smalysed by Marx and Lenin, I eee it sl around me today, '

: American workers sre nct thinking these things through to fhely gopslusions. For
ona thing the whole might of bourgeois socliety s solidly againet any such thinking, But
these are their needs, thelr hopes, their aspirations. Theus nseds, hcpes, aspirations
oxiet. Totalltnrison states are formed to prevent thess 1deaa being, even thought., Thoy
cannot do it in tetaliterion states, and in the United States thégiare rampant, See how
people read books like The Nnked nnd the Depjl end From Heps to Etergity. In the Uniiad
States up to the time of Lincoln and perhaps for a generation after, an active, able
worker could go out and bocome n capltalist on his own; even at the beginning of tha
twentiesth ury a few could and many hsd the illusicn, Now today they know that thelr
future 1s alwvays will be 1n the plant. And they are reaching out to a new conesption
of thelp destiny, :

It 1s everywhere, Ask the women in any local cormunity if they need socisl workers,
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nuresry schools by the state, housing nuthoritice to tell them where and how their
houses chould be built, bursaucrais to organize coclnl zecurlty {in res)ity the
organization of socicl ingscurity), bureaucrate to teke care of the aged, hospltal
buresncrats and such-like, including paychintricis to tell them that it 1a the fathsr-
complex or mother-flzation which hag upoet the relations betweun themselves and thelr
haghands and children, Jugt on the surface they may nppear to sccept thuese things es
inevitable, But once tho ice ip broken,it does not take very long to find that the
wouen know vhat they 4o want and know ﬁow %o get it AT they had the chanos, It talkes
gome Stalinigt or Trotakyite, eching to educate workerm, to belleve that women do not
kooy the kind of housos they want mnd vwhere they wynt them, Thers is no 1imit to the
tmpersinonne of theze would-be leaders of workers, Womon by the million know what they
want, They want to work beosuse they know that in the pisnt there 1s a social exlsiencs.
But they do not want conditions in the plant ne they ure todsy becanse that is glavery.
They want hours which will engble them to worl: cut rcocperative care of the childrsa, They
¥now that 1f their hisbands were not ao erxhsustizad snd cruelly frustrated in the fasiory,
the husband ani wife relstion would bogin to be humnn ard a source of strength and
nwaypiness %0 both, They kmow that work in tha plant should %s organized in suck a way
that the husbande could ghare in the bringing up of chiidren, They know all this and they
want 1% badly. Only a professiona) Marxiet, 2aten up with bis oun self-concelt snd &
desircus to lepd, helieves that He and his party have to teanch this to workling-~women,
The women do not deacunce the capitnlict -ystam, they do not lknow that what they want 1s
gopiptlien, But the thing itaealf, that ir very real and vary present to tham, You will
#ind thase nseds and ideas vidosprsad amohg share-croppera in the most remote arens.
Newapapers, radios, cheap literaiura, sclneis, hammer theme things iato thelr heads
every day, They want them, And meanwhile they see vnet Dilllone spent on armaments, A
very curious thing and highly significent in thrt my worker Iriends report that many

of their fellew-workera ssny that whlle they have no use for what i@ in Bussin, Comsmnism,
reel Commuhism, the old kind of Communisn is a good thing., To them the old kind of
Communiem is the cooperative soclety, That cooperative scclety is in existence, It e
here-now, in the vorking-clasc, It 1s not to be btullt and people tralned to it by some
party or leaders. The 1deas thaut I have described spring naturally from the soolsty or
cooparative labor, Bourgsols soclety mobllizss itself agalnst them because they exiat.,
The centrallzed tureaucratic mass is the weapon wiich poizons, stifies, diatorse the
nov soclety. But 1% Le hers and yeur duty ls to study the working~class and find and
wnderstand what It seeks to do. .

AKigher Tvpe of Secial Orzantzation,

The governmsnt and the mort acuts miads in the Tnited Staten know that bourgsels
saciety ip threatened, They do not fully comprehend exactly what the workesrs are striving
for - it takes a Marxist to do that. Tul that the workers ars determined to end the
eyotem, that they kmow, Proe¥? In 1939 the Wnilonal Renources Planning Board, with suoh
" memberas and contridutors ne Benrdeley Ruml, Gardinar G. Means, and Alvin Hanpen, made g
report to the Prasldent. Thera they stated; T

"Moreover, ae paop‘ih become irpcremsingly aware of the discrepency between
rich resources and poor remulta in living aud ae the ineffectiveness in the :
organlzatlon of rescurcez becomes mors clear, B sense of social frustration must
‘davelop ard be reflecnted in Justifioed mocial unrest and unavoldable friction,
Individual fregtration bullds into social frustratlon, And social frustraticn ig
quite aa likely to work 1tawlf oui in socianlly destructive as in suvcinlly
constructive woye...Ths opportunity for o higher siandard of living is eo grest,
toe socinl frustratlon from the failure to dhtalin it g eo real, that other weans
will undoubtedly be eought if n demccratic solution 1s not worked out, The time
for finding stich o solution 1s not uslialted."
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Asaln you can hapr the noto of criels and of doom.

#Tun gerious failure to use these régourcaz to the full iz plasing cur
demooratic institutlons ia jeopnrdy. The malntsnance of democrady Yewulrss that
an sdequate solution be found to the problem of koeping wesources fully smplogaed,®

Tloanor Roossvelt has been equaily pleln:

'io know, we people in the Unlted States, that the world is fasing nevw wod

sdictable conditions...nt the sams time we know that adherense to old and
::gedud answera may lend to deatruction.®

. That much thay knov. But what exscily i1s to tzke the plaoce of ihs cutmoded syeten,
that they canzot know. I have trisd to Ccserids 1t for you. And what 1is this tat Marxice?
Yen, thlg is Marxiew, .

In 1919, after the revelution, Lonin told ths Buasiasn workere:

By I hove had ocesalon to polnt out wore than onse, particularly in the
spoech I deliversd at the mesting of the Tedroprad Soviet of Workers', Soldlers'
and Peagants' Deputlesa -on March 12, tho dictatorahip of the proletarlat is not
only violence againat the expfioiters, and nei eévan zelnly vicleacs. The scononlo
foondationw of thig reveolutienary violence, the guarantse of its virllity and its
stocesx i the faet that the proletarial represente and carriea out g higher type
of sootal orgenigation of lntor compared with eapl tniism, This 1s the esasnce. Thia
1s the mource of atrongth and the guarantee of the imevitable and complete triumph
of Comminiem. RN . : : ‘ :

The ser? organization of social Lator rusted on ths discipline of the stick,
witile the tollers, who wers rotbed and tyramnized over by a handful of landlords,
were extremsly ignorant and devntrodden, The. erpitelist organisation of soclal
lubor rosted on the disciplire of starvation, an., notwithstanding all tho progrese
of Tourgeols cultuve and bourgeois democracy, the vart wasses of the iollers in
the most advanced, e¢ivillzed and domceratic republics reeained an ignurant and
downtrodden masy of vnze-glaves, or oppressod pessants, robbed and tyranniged over
by & handful of capltaliasts. The Communish orgnrdzation of social labor, the
firat step tovard which is Soclsliem, vewts, and will do 80 mors and more as
time goes on, on the free and conscious dipcipline of the very toilers who have
thrown off the yoke of the landlords and capltalinsts. - .

"This new discipline doeg not drop from lieavén, nor is it born out of ploua
wighes: it grows out of the mnterlal conditione of largo-sgesld capltallist ]
produetion, and out of this alone, Without thie 1%t 1g imposeidle, And the vehicle, -
cr the channel, of these materisl conditions is s definite historical clase,
crénted, organized, congolidmted, trained, educated end hardensd Yy large-ecals
capltalisn, This class i# the proletariat.® : '

Ha guld it in a scoro of differfnt waye., IT was the policy with which he led the
struggls for tha Ootoher Revolutlon, It wes the poliecy on widch he ptrave to Duild the -
Soviet state. Tndey the Staliniste hove a bullat for anyons under i{kelr control who
would dare to mention this. The Trotskyltes when acked about this in publio mpintain a
£rim and bitter silonce; in private when they feel they are among thelr ovn Iriends aund
supporters, they will show you their contampt for thie by their sneers at "mysticism"
and ¥utopia.®
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Lenin wna edaing in life whpt Mare f1fty yenrs enrlier had besn able to forases in
theory. Masx did not mincd his words on thia cuestion, He snid that unless the vorkers,
avery worker, became ghighly-ekllled edncated individual, bringing ell his force and his
enargles to production and all ether social activitles, the soclety of modera industry
would collapse. The words are po sharp and mont so-called Harxiste ere 90 bitterly oppused
te them that I quote them Yor you:

"It becomes n question of Life and death for sociewwt thes mode of
production to the normnl functicnlrng of thisg law. Hodern indsed coxpels
soolety, under pennlty of death, to replaco the detsl) worker of todsy, erippled
by lite-long vepeiltion of one and the eame trivial operation and thus redncad to
a mere fragment of A man, by the Zul'y-“evelopsd indivédoami 71t for a variety of
labors, rondy to face aoy change of proiuetion, and %ta vhopo the different eocial
functiong he performs ars bub se muy modex of glving Tres scope to hls own
ngtural and sequirad powars.h :

Bither the powers of %lie woricers are -vlenped ar goclety will contirue on fte raak
to thewhp sbyss. Bafore you o rasidin; to lead werikars, you zpend gone time in findipg
out what you reaily telleva. Whut eine 2o you think, I apk you, cavses the paralysis ¢f
a country like Francs. Why for years in country altsr country '‘demccracy ss we have
kpown it being viskenily desiroyed? Woy ds you have in Husola the most barbarous atats
power human mociety hso ever kunown? I 1t bazcaaer mankind 1s evli or becanse men have not
appreclatad the virtues of parliusenisry electicnz, or seme wicked men bave fooled
othere bnd ssized the power, or thoy have a iust, Just some evil lust, for world conquephy
Isn't 1t obyloue tha% tho eatastrophle decsy 2f eivilizetion; the unhoard of barburiame,
cruelties, brutelitiee which are swacping the world are due %o the fact that the world
aa wo have known 1t %ig threatenod Ly total dasastruction and tho rulers are mobllizing
agalngt 417 Yes. Bub the world thnt le throctened is the world of epltalism, Thy forece
it ip mobilizing to destroy 32 Lo the world of cosperative ighor, and %6 gehlevs this -
1t is destroying civilization ltgell. i

The Strllg::-;leu of the Rugﬂgx_}._ﬂgl“lggfﬁ_;'

Tty Staliniata in theory and practice nnd the Trotelyites in theory havs reducad
the goolalisy pociaty to ‘son.«.-t‘;—lm{-_ elar. Thay sny: change privats property into piate~| .
property and behold: the miraclal YiL:l ths Ttaii-igés ghould eny o. I8 oasy to understand. -
It 15 upon that basls that they prupors to vule, Fut you getd some ldem of the catmatrophe
that has overiaken trzmiizad Karxism vhen, nfter the expsriences of the laat ten YeRrL
in particulpr, oue gectlom o thy Lrotsiyltan continue %0 call Rurpia s  workers’ :
gtate becnusze thers is no longer private praoperty thers,

My friend, 1 UVelieve Thet moro than most poeple ! am theoretically familiar with
tho Buesian economy and the vouddtion of *‘he Huselnn worker. Let ma for a moment chow you
what people rarcly spesk about, the otiv,yles of the Ressipn workere ageinat the Russiax
state~capftalist system, not nerely thelr opsrecelon but thelr atrwiler. Mere too a
nodern Marxist neede to got hias wnind clenr, for it 1s not lack of information wnich
prevents the salf-sptyled Harxists from knowlng what iu tqkim place in Russia, Under
their own eyees in the Unlted States, 1t in taking place, and they do not see 1t thers
elther.

The millione in forced lebor canps are the true measurs of the hsrer—und.lug.
- resietpnos of the Rusplan workers to the Rvgoinn pulers in the state wnd in the factory,

Had the rexoly oot veon so perrigtent the torror wouldn’t have been so violent. YNobedy
anta to put millione of people In concentratlion cnmya,
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The end of World ¥or II brought new putges eganfnst "{hieves snd mlspppropriators
of nantionalized propsrty?, Thle Lo Justnfardindsimds Lho Striiniet expression for
workers who will mot copitulata to the prind ef the Leli-line eyatem.

One-hnlf million Soviet cltizean found thensaTven oublside the Dordere of Ruenln
at tha end ¢f the war, elther ir tha Rad #rns: or ss uwlave lnborers in Germany, The
averwhelming mnjority refused to return, ¥Yhon Brilein 2 and the Unlted States 1n ailievce
with Stalin forced return uwps: thew, there tns aomans eulclde nmovemant, Desplte prespurs
4%m guarter of a milllon gucceeded in remsinfug outelde the “noclaliat fatherland®, pod
their etories reveal tne tenpiooe in ihe Soviet reglme. Thage, howsrer, in the majorisy,
belonged to the Soviet intelligent:i-. The Rucslinn workers conld not aacape,

Dut 1t is these millicns who doy dn mud dsy out, year Ln and yoar out, for “w
0011id decades rinco the Inpugursfion of the ¥irnt Five Yenr Plan, hnve nover yleldsd,
and perforn miracltes of inguanlty on ) endurance o repleting tha fotnlitarian etranglehiold
over production., The aedg®ely terror of the railern beiore this revolt is most easily
rocorded in their ] oyp: .

1) 1829, the yenr of tka rirat Flvz Yeer Plon, ¥he apposrance of workers® revolt
was oet by aubetituting for the yorke:x reitetion conference with ite Workers Cruflict
Commlegsion, @ production conference of ongine anhrgera and tzehnical inlelilr: .utala.,
The Bacree of January 24, 1923, furthermor: i red that the weikzers are responsidle for
damrced goods, .

2} 1930. Unemployment cospensation wne taken rwpy from noyome willingly quitting
hig job, The fectory director wns oriered %0 Lusert S the worker™ paybook the resacns
for Alamissal, Thie was to pln the labul on Mhe subversive woricer, ‘ : :

3) 1932. At thz end of whot they cnlled the VYruicesaful completion? of the plan,
the rate of labor turnover wae 152F. The wortera would not stzy in the plant, The fectory
directors were ordered to fira workers for n single cdny's abeence; and sinee the place
the worker lived a% wap gensrally awned by the Pactory, to dasprive him of his lodging
as well, . ' '

4) 1933. The worlers usad the tsochnlqur of sliw-down. The State liquidated the
Council of Labor and Mefenee, 14 mads the %i:2e unlons in%o stots organlzntions, rus by
the government. It gterted a campalga sioalvc? Tpetty bourgeols sguulltarianien®, ihat
hetrddndnielignenainnate, thia renll: -aant yan brapking up the solidarity of the
workers by introducing piagewery navd . .

5) 1935. Staichnnovism, or piecework speedun, war made the rulc of the land, So-~
that this brealneck competitior zight r2ally et the workers competing with £ epch other,
rationing was abolished so that no woriker <szo rure of hip pleca of Dlack bread, Nevarthelez:,
wtile the Plan -spocified 15.7 million laborave as 14 goal, the numbar had %o be .
increased to 22.8 milllon in order te accomlish the cozls set. The cauee of this wpn .
the workers' persistent slow-cownarn. :

6) 1537. By the time the Second Flve Yoar Plan wap nenring its end, Rusela wvne -
shaken by the trinla of “Trotekyict~fnocist-Pukharinlat wraskers’, Everybody wng accused
of sabetage. The workere rsn wway from the foctorien to the country in such numbers,
that in 1939 passportd were introduced to chaln the wirker to the Jobg just as in 1933
pessports had besan introduced to keep pansanis away fromrélty. In face of the robellion
6f the worldng-clane, the Staliniaete at the 18th Party Congrees, March 1339, announcsd
the birth and conpolidation of the "classionu inlclligentsin”. They thus gave official
statue in ths Jonetitution o the tschoiclans, $ime-atudy mea, organizers, propagandists,
gecret police, stc, who conatituied che forco which wag to fight the woriting-class, A%
its top lovel it conmlats o2 no vore than 2,075 of lhe populatzon, '
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etandatll) ana fafmera reburned 4o orluiive methods of cultivation, The regult wag that
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1] . N .
dveze eodnaad in Muwala and will uevey cease uader that regime Lscause the crlees pavesp
cengy, And fhe crlsen never cearn “coauen the pevolt of the working-clese in continunug. .
- The rime ueyr comex Iram Guechoalotnkia, Poland and the sther zoundziar in Enstern
Lurope. Ansd it-4q pnotlcenble Slw¥ 14 ie 1 Sgachoslovnlda, Industsimlly the soat advesiced
canntry of Ynone Ruecia hes seds 1uts pnt=11iten, thst vhe rasistance of She workers iy
A6s powartl , viw slew-downo bast organized and the politicel erials among ke rulers
roet despernte, The totnlitextan ouutos with thalr zsomemlzs planned by the atate, are
the most complave end therefore Ll zont slelous ferm of capltallet esntralizatiocn with
1ts curreepondlag soctallzatiown of the warksrs and the population, mad such class
antpgonlams and lpduatedal and »olitfeal erin9s se the world pever sav befovs, In bhoth
Huypseia and thie United States the fundamental conflicd 1a betwesr deuapotic capltesl and
troperative labor, Both in their different wrys are gubject to the lawve of earlteligt
production, Put those who cannot soe tlla 1n the Urited States will never be yhle to gma
it ir Husesu. The leninlet analynis of modern ncclety, as I wee it, demanda that ench
roolely cal only nolve Ltz productive pravloms and al)l the other probleme that depend

vinn prutactasn by the oreatlsn of A workerst state In the lenlnist secsr of %hat tera,

TrL e caokbe Undted ntatep.

+ tiedv apoken wo Iar omly of the advaoacea proleatarinst in ths Unltsd States. Whst
cuoaeowey Taing e ilnt pld the Smepienu _yorkexs, organized or not srgan! ~ed, ore the anme
we e o ogone evidenca. The Bitypkirch-Courder le a paper of ths Negrc petty-boargeoid
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vorkers, it le well krown, ora Juat p2 bumpsions, In pablic plecaus, they ars
dlacourtoous, inoipld and ovs-¥inring. Thoy ursn 50 resant they hevs ko work &n
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I bove spolksn g2 far caly of the verh-za, 3ut there are othe: eactions af the
population who are of sxtremc Liporbamcs, Whe nlddts clagees in the Unitod Statsn aps
themaelver geethin; with hoat:d1lse ngalnot the ayatem, The srell professfioas) zyn, the
typlet, the clezxleal worker, the 2alepmar or seman in the depertment atore, are ns nlak
of capltalliem, ¥te Infletlon, 1is a2ozafshon apeed-ug, Uts cerruptlcs, 18 warx, tley asw
ag alck of 1t as s7trybedy slae. Put becruna there 1y no greet Laber Party in the lmitamd
Stutes, ther de not know vhere to m, For the iims teing on ths surfaroe they think in
terms of capitallsa, These poople ua a clane connot lend anything. Jus they are :rdmdy
{for organlc chnnge,
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There 1s a dally violonce {n the Aguerican hizh uwchool which 43 ALfflcult ta ses
from th ountaide, A 32st Gongpiracy of silonco fe malntatoad about s2, Tna youth figat, day
in and day out, to run thair own Xives lnnids the scheool. Teachers, nrison routirss,
social workers, courte of law apl tha rolics, all wary slepely togmther to "dlacipliae®
thees youth and tecch them to "Lehavs”,

In Apr1l 1950, this ziruggle exmleded Inte the groat Stedent Sirike 1n Pew York City.
Forty thousand high school youth lsft thoir pchools fnd mivched threugh the city to Oity
Hall, Hounted police were throvwn againgt them. For aight houre the volice trisd to break
then up, and eouldu’t, Tha youth fought the polier, wApz pongs, exploded fire-crackera to
Irightan the horsas, ahouted vlogmon like "Np Spertn, l'o School!™ and "Doen your father
work? Ho, heta & copi® 1They ciimbed trees mnd palem, iuraed over cars marked fCity-Official®,
and phouted their defianue at the gwenting volice, Thay oode fools Gut of the whole city :
adminintration ~ police, Mayor, scho>l sédnistration 2nd moeisl worksre.

Ihe newspapore noreamed, get thass kids off the streats! It hmad usver hayponed
before. The papers tried o tell people that the etrike was rniled for higher wagss for
teachers. Eub if you asked auF yeuth why he wau out, he wenld amswer "To get out of school.”
The atrike was s complate rejection of the school, Mrnbedddiserwt 1t expressed the
batrod the kida bhad for the teachsrs whe tried.ts boss thom around all day. The teachora,
in vhoas couse the strike supoosedly wee held, wase agelnet the atriks, Bvery politietan,
every "friead of the youth* wanm sesred atiff cf it. Jecadss oo ooe had called the strike,
no ons was lecding it, oo ons Yregpuaglole” wha at ity mad. The youth thongelves, their
oliques, sports groups, clube, by thampelvgn had planned, organized end led the whole
bupiness, The professionel Marxistis hadﬁfﬁ%» bul contempt for the eirlke Bnd the Fouth .
participating fn it, and tried to say 1t wss hold for teacher's wvoges, And they wonder .

~ why their partles are iasoluted asd sterile! \ ’ :

) The melf-discipline and coopsrution of the striks, thefconplete freedom from teachers
and *atudent governwentis®, end above All the GRAN Yholiday wpirit" of the yonth in the
sirike are an indication of whnt these youth want ths scheols to be iike gysry day. Brory -
day, inside the schools, they fight vontinually to change the way the sehools Beo tun. '
They cut eontinuously, destroy scheol property, and atege small-seale zriots 4in the
lunoh-roonia. The teachor knows she muat metatain the harshest diecivline ingids the.
classroom -~ prohibit all shispering, bres: up nligquoe of frieado, wllov enly ouns pereon

to leave the Toom at & tims, - or the whaole clasarves will exvlodo right in her face,

Zpis 1x the American high achcol todny. Yhen the wrking-claos ‘moves to destroy
bureaucracy in ths whole nation, the youth will £0 right aloag with it, Ustil that time.
thay will continue to fight the bursesucracy inside their == cwn school, aad work out
among themsslves what they want the schoole to e like, ' :

it han boen woticed that American middle-clase south today as a whole ank for little,
expsct little, do as they are compelled to do, a4nd seek a 1ittlo spot far themmelvee in the
bureausracy scmewhers, Among them the old Americen vigor and optimien maem dead, .They seem
to teke Iittle interest in nolitics. They say openly thai politiclane are only a bunch of
corrapt gangaters. Tney are doanly mtirred by the Hegr¢ ausstion, that ig ltnown, The N
inter-racial oaturs of thy Stalinist youth group, Young Progressives of Amsrica, attracted
many of thess youth to it befors the 1948 slections. More importanat than the politiece of
Wallace was the faci that the organigation had Hegroew in it, Thase middle-olass youth ane
not pro-labor in the ordinary politicml sense, but socially they are not comsious of any
great division betwean thepselves and labor, In the United Siatea, the claos struggla in
roductlen is as sharp ma 1% can be, but in social practices and Lehavicr thee is not that
£ap Dotwesn the closees that exists in many countriss in Rurope. That means & 1ot. Yor the
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the workera themaslves comiletely manage industry, the labor bursavorats are the most
important esation of the whele Turesueratic structurs, Hote how during the last thirty years
of the decay of bonrgeois vocloty, bthay heve contiouplly incressed in nowsr and izoorithnte.
Howewer cspitalism pgoes, they go, In Lenin's day the working~clagn was 0o% 80 vaowarful .

Thess bureaucrats apd & soall sectlon of the workers in each country vrofited by the high
profits imparlalism made in the coloniec. In Worldd® War I each remnined falthfully attachad
to hin own capitalist class, the Germaa buranucrats weat yvith the Zaiser, the Britlsh burcan-
crots with tha King, the Rugsians woab with the Tear, eic. Today thet iz gone. In nearly
svery country all ovar the world, the 1Abor bureaucrats hava ahonen sides. The Stalinists

go with the Kremlin snd the Red Army; the Social-Democrats go with the United States, Each
saction seaks a big power, a big anny. apd ip thw world inday %the two which are dacinive

ars Rusaia and the United Stateg. Whe ther thaose bursoucrats have full power as in Russia, or
play politics with the old ruling class as in Eritsin, or for the time being as in the United
Statos ksep the working-cliss tied lc a cooital tat party, whetever the form, it s tho

labor buresuoracy which keeps ¢goitellen alive today. Withont the }sbor-bureaucracy capitalism
could not 1ive o dBF. And ncwhere ia this rore irue than in the Uuited States,

_ A1l thie must seem po ptrasge to you that I have %o nuliiply procf, I quoted earller
en article by Victor Riesel. flsre is ancther ené I shall meke a few remarks on this one
as I po along. Blegel beglos! . .

MGHICAGO. -~

nEyerywhers across onr defense belt unruly mobs of hot-headed, outlaw sirike
lesdsrs ars defylang union chiefu ard awployere - plowing down the outgut of fusl,
saorot gadgets and big machines ‘uhich should Be whipping sut aomo dnd gume.

"Suddenly, in meny aress the renols, wpringlog out cf aowhere, have. becone
powarful endugh, for examnla, to ahallenge even the tougheat labor lender -~ John
L. Lewiz. In the last nine months, 1o comalats deiisnce of the mea they call *The
Chemp', hot~haade in the southera aaft conl fieldo hiive callod 309 demaglag strikes.
Scoros mors have kept the coel in the pitp 4n northern sectora. Apnd vhen Joha L.
asnt thasa rebela s lettar {on Nov,1l) asklag them W eut 1t cut, the irrepsponeible
wild-sstters dedated the chiefl’s conmndd inctesd of obeylog 1t automatically.®

I could snow you lstterg end memarasda from frisnds who know the coal induatry,
dnted years back apl showlng precirely thin, t»ot tens of thouennds of mipsrs while ready *
to dotfend Lewls in hip mtrugsles witli the Guv arsmeat mrod the cosl operators wers organically
hoetile to hia snd his vrreavcracy. [ You.shzuld have mé2n the sunerior, tolerant, contemptubus
politensss on the faces of the WorkeTs Party or Sonialiat VWorkere Party leaders when wo
told them, worned them about this,) How Relsse® cnva whnt ie really et atake;

"Only oa the rosd éo you dissdver that the bpeic istue ip one of the moet
important ever tossed up on this bent. it i@ thin: Just vho ia to kave final
authority inslde 8 plant, or down in & 2it7 Who is bogs - the foreman, or the
trritated working guy who feels thet wher ho walls out the crowd will ouite with
him, mnd the wnion will be forcesd tc esnction the ptrikel® !

I could not say 4% better. I you want to find out the realitien of American woclety,
you have to dimcgunt the noise and nonsopne that go on in ¥aghington. The American struggls
is in produotion and there the Amerisan worze® wants to rule. .

Let Bleswel gontinue:

"Wherever” (note that word nlesae) "you travel vou fisd strikes. costin
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millions ia pay and profite, forced by the hothoeds down below - without nongulting
the responeibla unlon lesders - bocauss & foramsn reprimended 2 men fa his division,
Or B chep wasn't gunrantesd spnelal poy. Or mosecne van shifted to @ new dsgartment,
Or there was a lack of now toole. There®s an Argument and out walke the satirs
depurtment, idling thoushods in other aecticne.”

Joat ie American soclety today. I ¢en show you this written by & fow of us fa A
hundrad places in & huwndred ways during the laast toa yecre. Tho mea walk out over #nd over
Lghie aphrently for nothing, n.:li“w.-y 30 thin bacanse they ave sick ol %She whole apstom,
One day 81l are going to walk out'al the saoe time snd then, I npsure you, the systam will
pever be zut together again,

Weat koeps 4% going 8%t 8117 The laboy bursaucifcyy Ries2l knows thin.

®It can be otopped. It is belrg atopaed oear Plttsburgh for exampls. Thars,
100 maz in = special window divisizo of the Pittabuargh Plate Glase Co. (4n Creighton.
Pa.) struck in support of & fellow worker who was oumpendsd for fallure to follow
the inetroctlions of u foreosn, 211 production atopoed. The 100 men wers fired. Then
it was that the walon, the © I.0. Slegs Workers, vnvsaled the kipnd of rquongibi]ity
vhich muny. other unlons could well epulato,

"In's fow hourg, the glasy workero! precidsnt. Bur) ¥. Phares, aad his - |
collemguas ruled the strikes Aliegal. It would net be cedored by thig C.1,0, union
" pince 1% was a*flegraat violation of thn contract?, The company, sfter rahiring the
100 msn, received from the uaion what the fimm called a ‘moet coursgaous éad untqu.a
ﬁdourment' . :
“I¢ gald 1o effect, thnt any workcing chay who deliberately alows dowi work, oy
goes out on wildeat sirikes can he fired without redrese to unien grievence machiasry,
Furthovmore, iosubordination of e QT count erpasalng of superviners' orders will
be subject to immediate disciplinary actlon - with the aunport of the union.”

!‘hou bureanerate hold Axerican 'croclu.ction aci with 1ta American sotciety, toe,ethar.
'I'hay are firm az holl against the mon tut not egainut the “oMp&ay. Rieaal eoaclodos: '

"No clesrer stand c¢u thia hns been tokon saywhers than here in Chicage, by the
men yho lead.the union which procesanss went of tho meat Amerissats millione eat. Pat
Gormea #ind Earl Jimerson, chiefs of the 4, 7.L. Mea®t Cuttera* and Butchez Workmen's
Uniom, put it thic way 1o 0 memo dispatched to their mombsrs the other day:

*7A wildcat strike is nothing more than an upinielligont axarcise of bullheaded- -

" neys ao the part of labor leaders and unthinking lobor members wvho  take things inte -
their own hands acd doclers n strilte over issuna whish very oftsn are thoroughly
insignifieant. They occur without any eonsidorntion being given to the exlating
agreemont vhich wost employers sign in good feith, Ho unioa ig batier than the
agreepesnt whih 1t signed with the mooagement. No union 48 worth ite snlt that does
pot fulfill, to the lestter, its contractn with emaloyers. The wildeat, as wall eg
ths nauseating slowdown, 1s o putrid concoollion of unintelligent trads unioa leadsr-
ship aud vasound unlonism,!

v
"That says it,"

That 1e the sltuntion from end to nad of Americar irduatry, I hore gquoted thege

erticles in full beoauss I want ¥ou to have them beforn you nv a basis for the study of
admericen gocletly 4nd to counter the existing bnrrage of llos with which you Ap Burepe are

baing choked.
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You hove to decide, What 1s wrong with Sisoe workora. Tad bourgeofsle i bafrled
completaly by i%i. Over and over sgain in e last yeaTs you wil) hemr or read thle gussiion:
Why do the workers btehave lixe bt Thor wlil loee three moathy! woges in a sirlke over
two uents &n heur, The bourgeoinis ehsue thou in tie preps that by not ncoepting twd cents,
thay are euach loeing hundreds of dollesri. As If the workers d54 not koow that. They are
reslsting the yhole gygtem nod their hoorvion ig rengonnhle only if you undarrtand the
depih of the revolt and the vas%, the revezulloaary seeoe of the de=ires behiad 4t. The
workers will make 8 revolution for a amw sovcioly, net to substituts Bsutbsr for Ford.

It is difficult for us to uaderstnnd these werkers, I ahall give you at random a
faw sxamplea. I konow thrae young girle who ore clene fricods. One is an open Harxist, The
other two are not Marzists. Cae of theae iwo ia n Negro and naturally the race guostion
come s up. One day the Hagro glrl enid to the Marxiet. "Our friend, M,, ie white andl am 2
Hegro, She loves me, but one day I xnow. whs will ncke A misisko with oo on the mmece
guestion, Shs will ory and ask me to Forgive her, and I will do so. Bat if you who talk
about sooinlism pake ths seme miataie, I will never forgive you."

On a largsr scala, 4n 1983, ia Harlem, thougands of Kegroee smnshed to pleces
husdreds of vhite buminass pleces, but touched nehb one of the thetsends of white necple
who walked about ip Harlam while the emhahing wac going an, ha 8 domongtration that as
Negroea thsy cpposed the systom bui feit no amimenity agalnat vhite paople as wach, &ad as
an example of melf-imposed diaciplice, this is ane of the most smnzing political acts in
the higtory of the couwatry. : o - '

411 over the couniry you fiad people like Lhese who vay no attention whatever to
Reuther and hia trips to Washimgicn, sad denvntiationg of Commuoism oo the radig, bunt in
thoir own dally lives are tackiing orofound queztions and working them out with &

‘simplicity ani clerity that puts ictellectusls to shome.

Some yoars ago the Ccagrees for gsomn deylous reason of its own charged the multi.
millionaire Howard Hughes with fraud or sumsthing sad haunled him up befors a commi tteo.
With great arrogance thia cavitalist as gozd 2= t01d the Senste to go to hell, Strangely
onough, .those in touch with workers reported the immense satisfaction among thas, They did
not care that Hughes was 8 millicnaire. It wea thet Congress had been danconowd and abussd
baforas the whole country. ' '

When the Taft-fartlsy Act was pohssed, 145,000 miners spontenvously came oot ou
strike, some of them zeing the slogau: Leh tha Senntors dig coml! Far years Jobn L. Tawle,
with only half-g<million miners behind him, ham made mince-ment of all Government <~
vegulations and oropossls Abont wagns, etc. The Govérnment hns never dared to touch him,

It ig afraid oot only of the miaers, I% knows that teos of millicne of Americen workasrs
feel that John L. Lowis is the beut labar leader in the country. When Lewls led the cval
strikee during World wWar II, Murray sund the rest rushed frantically to Rooeevelt and forced
him to raise all wages. Their argument.was that all their own workers were itching to follow
the sxample of the mipers.” ' '

Fioally, you have to live in the United States and watech the young men of 25-30 who
wars veieraos in the last war. ] know an architect, a butcher, & laundry men and o dozen
others. You esnnot tell them apart, All laok the same, few trouble thenselves 8bout the
race quostion. They Juat don't care. They are all full of scorn for politigimns - they
don't care, They nre sober, dirciolined peovle. doing their Jobs and hatingit. Thay are
for capitolicn dangerous bsyond belicf. If ever they are called to war again, thoy will
nake history.

This in Americen scciety. charged wih anocins) dynamite, The labor leiders havs to
fight these workers. If they doo't. they are lost. The cleversst of tham 1g Walter Reuther
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whose 1ife 1s Aivided fnto three parta: in hie office; in ¥Woshington; asd oa the plénue or
rain to and from Vaehingtoa. As wilth cv mbor bursmerat, hic oaio poeint iz thet the
workars are not ready, not yel -dvhnced eaouzgh., In reality he And his machips are the
greatest obastacles in the rond of the warreore La the Unlted Auto Workera. Let me take &
pecond to show tbis to you on the Negre cuevtizn, IL f:z on record that vhen the G, 1.0, wag
formed, it was the rank and file whiie workses who went ts the Nagro workers &pd by frank
diacuesion, notlal interminzling. etc, van thet Lo undon anlidarity, The buresunrata
hegitated and lagsed behind, Toduy Heulnvr 410 1r7h by Wy bPour to a Washington Senate
Committee about the evils of diserimiantizn, v oo o nrepagende Jdepartrent heeded by a
Negro vhich periodically publighea optl-dlorcinireticn veniiments, But the machins hae the
whole U.A W. working-claus pav wd by o3ta ore” o lz=d the rirugrles in the ulent,
Any serioung etrugzle Ln *the lant sutoxsiicwl’y a3 recisl polidarity, Put paralyels of
strugzle in the plant forces ths workery 9 teoint aad mikes svec some of them teke
advantage of, the rarlal sctaserntrer. uhich (ho corgorntlon ugee day snd oight. So that the
reason why the promise of the T .[. & 4t orlzel -r~WR) 2igerimination Mg ot goae deyond
1ts woadertul beglunin, is due directly %o the reactionary policies of the labor :
bureavcracy, net merely on the Xegro onertisa but on the situation of all the workers in
the olant. - : :

That thes is the nciiiica) milgnment in the Talicd Htates - the rank-and-fide worcers
againsi the lador burdpacreyy ¥iieh i the sele sicuort and defenss of canitalldem, aad the
"wholsbureaucratic apraratus whlco %t unes agsiort the pecele. Analyze each dureaucracy
specifically and you find the key to the puliticel aituation in avery country. In Britadgp,
as I mes it, your tapk fs to mnalyze the relatien between th: vetopus of Laber Pargy. uuions
and cooperatives, and tha ntranglehold thay have oon.the working-clags. In the United Statss.
the American worker hes eooiher problem. fle has had over & century of oxperleace of o
- democratic politiss. He hus Deen tralned 20d disciplined in the wmost gdgmoced and .therefore.
the most zavagely axpleifativo induskrial aysies lo the world. I bhe 1& a little extra
mopey, he vaye for it ia the latenaily of hic uxploltailcc. 2ad today hoe i zevolting
ngainst the productive syotem itsell mnd dirsectly againzt tim buresucracy., It is the most
dangerous isemdbey situstion iv the world, For the laber buresusracy in the United Statesn
"hae no great union or wolitical machiaz. anurisan wortesr have not the yenre of habitual
subordioztion to = labor apparatms. The lebeor Luranucrdcy here iy feehls beavond helief.

That exnlelns the frantit zsactinn of the Americza Goveromend and the Ang clups. Charehill -
knows that he ¢an deperd on the inbour Teoeauneraty to keen the workers 3a Zngland in order.
The Americar bourgocisie canpnot depend vy the Amecloen labor tmrasuseatr, The ajtuatiod in
the United States 13 feanss beyond belief.

What Oan_We Dol - . T

. It wil) be hard for you to Leilsve it, but we wore out our tongues, cur fiageis and
our typewritara io trying to explain this to the Tratskyiten. We told them in & thousand vaye:

Every stage of capitalism has its own particular class relztions,
We are cow in a aew stage, the astage of state.capitalien. This atoge 1s disuhgutahud

by the fact that bureancracy 1e .the only msans by wvhich the canitalist clsas can. bhold its
power.

But in this bureausrasy the labor bureaucracy ie decinive, In each country it ham
epeaific forms. In the United States ths sirug.le im centored in oroduction, :

. The workars 811 over the world have learnt or are learaiag that 8 were victory ot
“they polle or nationsliration of ladustTy %e not snough, They distruet &t fear end ha te
bureaucracy. They do not want good Troiskyite bursau~rate inetesd of bad Hsutherite or bad
Staliniat bur¢sucrate. They want *tc subatitute @ syatem in which bureancracy as such doce
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ot exipt. The only xysien which from ite very nuture oxcludes buresweracy from the start
is the Lealnliat workeza' stato. The workurs in the United Stateq are ready to listen to
thia, for they underatand the wroblems of production betier than sny other working.-classz.
You suel tegin with productlon. You mat lshel ths buresueraey ar a soci{al aod political
forea withoul which capltalism cannat live, The vorkers sas that whenover they cheage ors
group of bureavcrats tor another, these who were 8o militant when they vore out of pousT,
immediptely 2egin to act 1a the game =A; Ay those thay got rid of ., Thay cazaet help it.
Teday either you sccent the ereative forcs af Lha workizg- clana, the society of gooperative
lator, the Leninis? ctate, or yom go with thw coifteldnt, Fipd tlhcse masees who Are
oopeant to the buresusracy. the rank and file workery, the Fegroes, the women, the youth,
roepect them, naderstend thot thiy tn thair cwn woy unlvrstand capitaliem and the oaiure
of the new soclsty more than you do. Ston iryirg to bulld caucuses in unlonm to toke the
place of Reuther or Turran or thic or thet lebor huresucrat. fou will not succesd, Make 1t
your business theoretically cod procti c-ﬂlj o exprese the neede of the great sges io
production fi-st, end thea elsgwhare, Builld ou that,

- They grinacd or they saecered. and 1f you tried to advance these ideas teo mtrongly.
they rought you dewa bitterly, The result L2 1ike a beagcon ia the night. The workcing-clasa
has not suffersi. They have. They refused to asccent the crasative powsr of the waorking-cless
as the only force which could rserfganize icdustry. They refused to accent the lLeninis?t :
concepiion of the latent socislicen in the working-class and the oeed, not for matiomslization |
or even confiscation, but for the Suviet power wmd working-clage management of produstion,
Instead they lived in & maze of smtigulties about antionelized property dgualre warkers?
state, and plonaing; and above ell, arasplag for pover in undons, It killed them, Aod bs
the crisis hae becom: more uabearsble. eash runs to one of the turesucracies. In ita snwell

: way it in & very comtrete and vivid demonstratiocn of the fact that today, on a vart scala. :
.~ one faces elther the Leninfist stata or the conmdouing descent into barbarisn.

B
!
|
y
1
!

Wonere doep that laave peonle like yoll and me? Ja. avannrance. igolated and hel-pleaa,
But only if you believe that ths workorg are walting for you to come and educate them. In
" redlity, 417 you ourge vom*self of that imnuLe,ncﬂ and ‘auicidal polson, & vast world cpens
up befors you. !

Think of 5.t In o world :craghing to a war of disartar bacause of the stiruggle batwean
two states for world mastery, in th-92 sovntrigc which boaet of freedom, there ig no v
lopgeyr a aingle politlcel mg,ani.,at:.c. which se¥a; We are ageinet both.

And ret that- 1s exzcily what the f;raat nassen of t.h'é uorkeru think. For you it canr
mean an insight into the histerizel vroesca any the beginalng of a real understending of =
Lhe mighty forces cleshing mod grindinos in the werld of today. All the great philonsophical g
oroblems, oroblems of gsconomicn and nolitica, begin to take underptandadles form and ghape
once you graey that the basic claoh is betwsen centrsiized capitel and socinlized Wivma labor, |
that the working-clags 4s slreasdy far on its way to u.uderst.an'ung what is required for . *
society to become & renscamble place to live in. Goet hold of the central 1dea. Yovu will y
stumble but you will not fali. . . 3 :

There 1s no Marxisi organization i the Un‘tad Stntoe today. 'rnera ia ncne in ‘
Britain. But thero are thousnnds of people all over the world who are seeking to Find ageico !
the great tradition. You can do nothing until you sink yourmalf theoretieally and -recticelly u; -
in Ubs working-claea enl lecra to unde;'atang it. Mra, Elsanor Roosavelt in ons of her :
receat columas reported that she hed in Eurcpe to a opeaker discussing & tyve of
Communiam which was not of the Ruesinn wvuriety Sho wrote that many pecplo in the United
States would be aatonisked to lsarn thnt there is "a thoory and practice® of Communian whick
has nothing to do with the barbariem of S4alin and the uaully berbarous Qommunist Partios :
which support him. The amizhle 1liberal doeg har owa eonntry tn injtuatice, The theory of
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Compunism st Merx and Lenin teusht ie not stotied $a Rurepe, 1t is not studied in ths
linited Stetes. But $a tho 4sily lives ond minda of the rdllions of workeva in tho United
S1lntoy, tralned. discinlined and organized 9y caniteiiom. thare simzery, mgd flaves and
wurns &od apreads the Comwmunism of Marx sod of Lsala, fer cacitalisn teachoa At to
then, And sg I hava eajd and it is & very ramzrkable thing, thuy talk about a Commnni sm
which is not liks Russis cad which is gvod. Your task is to acquaict younraelf with these
workers asad f£ind out wvhat they are doirg end thiuking. To do so you have to rid yourself of
that fetish of lpadershin of ths workora which i5 so charactsrietic of bourgeois soclety lo
our dey and hac poisoned Lhe revojutionary novoment. Forsgo for a few hnurs at any Tate

the suicid&l wction of rushing forwerd with big declstatlions mnd & program, calling upon
tens of millligos of workere to follow yuu. Tou will be the victin in the end. After yon
heve blown ths trumpet for a few yeare you wil]l decida that the workera are nc® up %o ou
£8 yet, Rod then into the burecaucracy you w111 go. Forgat thia lesdership compled and
study Marxist theory and the vorking.-clacs, You will Tisd how far the intellectusls, svac
the best of them, Bre ia the rear of tiz workers. Clesr your own oiod helo wa aad &

fow, a very faw, of my friends to clesr ouwra. That is 011 I em doing, Soon 1 hapa %o have
ready a study ef the Workmre' Fariy and ho “werkery’ Sizts Sn whick 1 shall tadcle
specifically the guestion of tho revsluticunzy party, i shall %ske up what was Marxz's :
conception of the perty, woal wus Leoin's nonceptlon and what sust be oure today, 1 shall . !
take up the compilcated gusction af wiy £o nany werters ia tonotries ilkre France and ltaly i
have joined and still remsln in the Ccrzpunist Pardy. Thot guestion ie cot nearly 0. gimls
as it appears and you aa & Turcpesn cap help to throw & grest des) of lighven it, ,

»

Do all this with me, .But, yet oute more, know that the vorking-clasa io its own )
woy and by its own means ie already vorking st all theso questiona mnd others that wo bave
act even nsked ourcelves. I16.will be herd werk for ue to catch up with 16, -
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