-7 ¥ay 12, 1953
Dear H:

I am going to take the plunge and if 1t turns out that I
have tohaved like a bull in o china shop--well, I simply have to
take my chances or I wlll never get to sleep nights at all,

There 1s no conerote problem that I meet daily, no matter how

mlnor, that dessn't send me sewrrying to tihe LOGIE and by now I'm

g0 drunk with it all that I brazenly shout that in the dialectic

of thz sbsclute Idea is the dialectic of the party and that I have
" Just worked it out.

Just like that, I have taken the plunge. But I will restrain
mysalf from kterinning with the conclusions and the differentiatbicn
of us from Lenin and eoven us from 1948 but I will have you bear
with me as I 2o through the whole last chupter of the Lezie, Howe
ever, before I do so, 1.t me state what I am not doing: i) I am

“not touching upon the mass parby; the workers will do what theay
will do and until they de we can have only the faintest intimation
f the ‘reat laap, 23 This i3 not 1948, but 1653; I am not don~

cerned vwith spontaneity versus organization, nor with Stalinism
which the vorkers will ovarcome.

.

I am concerned only with the dialectic of the vanguard party
cf that type of prouping like ours, be it large or smwall, and its
relationshlp to ths mass, o .
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Let's besin with the tezinning: "The Abeolute Idea has now
turned out to be the ldentity of the Theoretical and. the Practical
Idoa,.,"At this momant this means to me that the party is ths
identity or unlty of the actlvity of ths leadership and the acti-
vity of the ranks. "Each by itsolf 1s one-3ided and contains the
Idsa "itsall only 88 a sought Beyond and unattained goal; each con-
sequently is a synthesis of the tendency and both contains and does
not contain the Idea.,,." And further .down on'the same. page (466)

© %we hava the warning that the .baclute Idea "contains ths highest '\ i
- OBBos 1t 1on Within itself,™ R

e

#nile the staggering truth of this last phrase sinks in, I

will make one more quotation from that page:’ "The Absolute Idea
is the only object and content of philosophy. 4s it containq;%gggi:>
detorminateness, and its essenco 18 return te itself Chrou

- Belf-determinatIon. or particularization, it has varioug phasen;

It 13 the busineEs of philoscphy to recognize 1% in them. Natire
and Spirit une different manner of prosenting 1ts existense...."

e e et e e } i s s

- Because the party 1s the only object and content of our phil-
‘osophy here, T wish to{?if:g:wo Jumps here, Cne 1ls to conirasot
is

non

tc the manner in which|Othe¥ is explained on this page where
"Notion ,.."as person, fponstrable and atomic subjectivity:

while nat thigiiffljimu-1t_1a”noh_ﬂxglgslve individuality, but is,
nive

}

L S VL |

for itself, rsality and cosznition) and in its Othor lhus its
ovwn otjlectiviTy fur objcet,” HBro—thon Other 1s the prolutariut
outside, Uhat I wish to contrast to it is the desuriptign of
Other when tho liotlon is further daveioped on p.47 hei&dﬂ;xuﬂ
turna out to bo, not the proletariat outsdde, TUT the party isaclf.
Heg=l sayag! :
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"The second or negative and[madlgpe; determination is at
the same time the mediating determination. At Tirst it may be
taken as simplo determination, but in truth it is a referenees
or relatiocn; for 1t is nugativo--the negstive, however, of
the$positive, and includes the latter. I% 1s not therefore
the Other of a term to which it 1s indifferent, for thus it
would be neither an-Qther, nor a refarence or relation; it

iz thq Other in itselfp the COtner of an Other. It thus in-
cludes g tner, and so is contradiction, or the posited
diaiectic In itself,"

The other jump that I ref:zrred to that I wish to mako 1is
to lsave the Loslc for a moment and go to the last chapter in
the PHENOMENOLOGY, In that chapter on Atsolufe Knowled€é™.
Hegel writes: "The object as a whole is the{mediato (gesul%

he syllogis@] or thz passing of universality into individ-
ality through spocoification, as also ths @EE%FE& process‘gﬁ}
from individual to universal through cancelled Individuality
or specific datermination.” {p791)

Take 2 szcond look at the phrase, Egaze mediated result” (
and remember that our object is the party and that we are -
working oul the triangular relationship not only politically
but philosophically; that, syllegistically speaking, the party
iz tho totality, the medlated rasult of the thrss layers . :
and at the same tlme it 3= what it 1s by lts relationship to
the proletarlat. eutside, on the ons hand,@&nj to the universal
of goclalism, onh the other hand, gé%gpﬁ thdt the two are now
not "on the one hand" and "on the 6ther hand" but interpense-
trated. . . oo C

Hogel goos on. (p.5C4): "Bpirit ls the movement of the
salf which empties (externsalizes) itsel 1f and sinks
"1tself within its ovwn substancs and(%ua subject)y both has gone
our of the substance 1tself, making TTe subsiance -and object
and a contenl, and also supersedes thls distinction of abject-
ivity and content." : ' :

So Seclallsm too as 1t "externalizas itsglf in parties,. |
and in this sase I mean not the vanguard grouping tut the Parils
Commune, the Scviets, the (CI0, &and so 1s Hegsl talklng of
history? "“Thoe aspact, however, in which Spirit comes

. into ®eing) Histo 13 the process of bacoming in terms of-
knowledga,'a‘ﬁbnsé%@hs self~mediating process--Splrit extern~
alized and emptied inteo Time," (p.807) But he does not leave
it st history (which includes historlc development for us not
only of the above, but the historie develppmsnt of the perty
1903, 1920-3, now), Hoe vnds Absoluts Knoviledze with: (p.E08)

"The goal, which is Apsolute Knowledge or Splrit knowing
itself as Spirit, finds ity pathw 3in the rocolleetion of
spiritual forms (Geister) ag vhey are in themsclives and os

they accomplish the orpganizatlon of thelir epiritual kingdom.
Thelr conservation, locked at from the eside of tho tpoeigagg%;
ence appearing in the form of.conilnyency, ls History: lookd
Vat Prom—the clide-sT thelr intelloctua ly'éompruhnndad'

i
i
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organization, it is thoiSciJ;;é}of the ways in which knowledge
appoars. Both together, orHistory (intellactually) compre-
hended (bsariffen} form 2t ocnea tha recollection and the -
Golgotha of Absolute Spirit, the realliy, the truth, the
cortalnty of its thronc, without which it were lifeless, soli~
tary, and alonz,® :

Mow the way I 30s Lhis connect with the Logic, p.466,
¥hera I left off before I began jumping around, is that whers
the "verlous phases" cculd heve moant stages of devulopment
#ithin the party such as 1963, 1920-3, ete., the recornition
of tho diffaronce manners of the exictopce of Absolute Idaa
8 Wature znd Spirit, or the country and scmething like the
.. CIC rather than a "strict party" meent vou aro 2 fool if you
%, cannot recoznize the party in that for that 13 socialism Just

27 as at ona time it was sufficient to define it as "electricity

plus sovicts." The yorld concepts, the American roots, and
usg, e will comec back to that, but now I wish to return to
Hegel as he develops his abaclute Idea loglcally, On.the next
paze (467) he writes: "Thus the logical Idea has :{fself as
infinite form for contont.,..As opposed to form, content ap-
paars &3 Other and 88 fivon,.....

Lot ' Tho Absoluts Idem itself has only this further content,
thhat the form-determinaiion 1s-its own poerfected totallty--the
pura Notiona...fhat remains therefore to_be considered here
is not a content as auch,lbut,thaﬁpniversal\elemant of its

form--thnt, is the method." e

——r

In the 6;@ as political organization and as tho
D 6‘\_“ Q

realization. ry of knowledge, the "form~determina-
tions" or form of rélations butwesn leaders and ranks, hetween
the various layers, and within cach layer tells the whols story.
There_ is no contont outside of that., Or, once again to stiek
% olosc to Hogel, "Tho method therefore is both goul and sube
stanne, and nothing is oither conceived or known in its truth

oxcept_in-svfar_ng jt-ig cnmplgtal_“gugiigﬁhff tho method,..."
NeSteer | . et

Hegel brings ‘this dovelopment of method to a climax by
contrasting sharply what it is to inquiring cognition where it
is "in tho position of a tool, of & moans which stands on the
subjective side, whereby the method relates itself to the ..
obJoct” to what it %5 in the dialoctio: "But 4n true eognition
the mothod is not moraly a quantity of certain detorminationi :
it is tho fact that only bocause 1t equally has the siznifi-
canece of objoctive, so that in the eonclusion, it does not
merely achieve an oxtornal detorminatoness through the methed,
but 1a posited in its idontity with tho Subjoctive Notion,'

It 1s directly aftor this that Hegel dlegoloses to mo the
eocrot of somcthing that I have boen chewing over llke & dog
docs a bonuy-for miny_A_moone--the intuitien of the leador whish.
ho onlls {intdfnal intultion™\ First, lot's wateh the procgss
of arrivingat Infetnul—in ion: 1imotiod only has to .heve a
bozinning and 8o that 1o wherc wo must begin 2)but this beginning
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(and he warns later that "nelther in actuality nor in thought"
is thore any beginning "so'Gimple and abstract @F 1s commonly
imagined) 18 pot "the immcdiato of sensuous intuition™ whioh
"15 manifold and individual®. 3)no, this beginning 1s Minter=-
nal intultion,"

Secondly, notu the contrast between “"the immediate of
sensuous intuition" and which comcs from_that whlch is, from
tha way, we would say, the third layerlives, and "the-internal
intuition” of tho lender which comcs from-the wAay hc(%hin%i;)

‘ ———

Jam these two opposites to.etner, and you will first
understand o scntence ‘back on p.467t "The zelf-determination
thorcfore in which along-ths, Idea 1s, 18 to hear ltsolf speak
veess" In a vword, the gelf~govelopment of sosziallsm, object-
ivoly oand subjectlively, wlves off impulses which come one way
to the leader, another way to the gloss as a Whole, but what
is important 1s that it is determined to appoar "to hear itself
spcak”, And the bsaubtiful part about the 'internal intuition
i3 that this "beginning must be inherently@erdotiye and must
be ondowed with the impulse of salfedeielepment,” (p.471)

So that, finally, we roasch Hegél's conclusien that nothing
in life or In t ht has 2 boginning so simple as ig imegined
but thaﬂLﬂpvary beg@ni%hglmuat be made from the Absolute, while

overy progrocs 1 Ty -the oxhibitlon of the Absoluto....The
progress is therefore not a kind of overflow, whlch it would
be AIf in truth that which begins whre already the Absolute;
rathor tho progress consists in this, thet the unlversal
dstormincs itsclf and is the universal for itgelf, that 1is,

is equally nlego individual and subject. It 16 tho Absolute
only in its complateien.” (471-2)77 .- ) '

80 although wo began with the universal of sociallsm
and althouzh wo nave sosen scclalism in the various phases of
the Commune, thoe Sovicts, the CIO, it is not yet IT for 1t
can be it "only in its completion." = The now soclety will not-
bo until it isj now wo seoc only intimetions, approximations,
but 1t is neverthcless all around us, in the lives of the
workors and in the theory of the party, sc untll the solutlon
of the conflict and the abolitlion of the division, we are back
to gtares of dovolopment: '"gause 1s the highest stage In
which tho concrotg Wotion a8 beglnning has an lmmediate
oxistones in the sphoro of noocossity, but it is not yot a
aubjeet which, 48 such, prosorves itself also in' its adtual
roglization." (472) - . '

: Herc I wish you to romembor that in this page and in tho
_g\ noxt is where Lonin made his own l8-point delfinition of the
| N {a . [dialoclle, the osacnce ef which vwas throafold: (f;zho trana~
/<V Y tqrmation of enything into-its opposito {collapsc o nd Int.);
@ 2Ythe absoluto in every rolativewirich™is the transitlon to
. % E}?j ‘gpﬁathing olse (Mon&poly a8 ove of socialist revolutlon):! and
Sk <2éthousht refloots ronlity (ebjugtive vorld econncetions), That

T o,

con it Loniu in too horo h.sgé?trﬁIIx can hov ba soon from

tho faet that in tho provious dootlon en EEE—;QEi of Cognilitl
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Lonin had gono further, sazying that "Man's cognition not only
refleoets the cbjoctivo 'orld but erocates", bul when ho reached
the Absoluto Idoa 1t wam not the croatlvity that he dovelopad
but the objective world sinncctions because to him in 1915

the Idea as "objective t:.th" of necessity prcdominatcd over
any_actuel roconstruction of soclety, or the 1917 Tsocialienm
luohing al us Lborough all Windcws ',

Wa, however, cah go furthor, and not only further than
Lenin but furthsr than wo ourselves did in /1948 when the Nowvade
2inleetles so profoundly held forth on the\pasifive in the
nagatlive, Bub helding fast to tho pesitive ita-the negTtivy
thenmeant enly the goneral devolopmont of soclalism tharouah
ovureoming Stalinisem, whcreas;ngﬂL%SLp@higg;gg;g7ggngrgte;-a*
letst 1n rolation to our own orgénlzation whers the mediating
detormination 1s a nogative "but the negetive of the positivg
and Includes tho latter." Wow you can sec why some 11 pagcoen
back I callod ationtion to this furthor determination of
Jthor as "its own Cthor",..,"the positod dimlectic of itself,%:-
“-~Cho first or immediztc %crm is tho Notion in_ itself, and
therefore is the negative only in 1t501f; the—ddsloetic momant
With it therefore censists in this, thet tho disiinctiom which
1t implicitly containa is positad in it, Tho &@- term on
the other hand is it39lf-the determinato entityy-Fistineiion
or relation; henco with it)thc dialootic moment consilsts in
the positing of theiunity shich is-contained in it," S

3 -~ - '

We have ronchod Tho turning point despite the unity er
the party as a totallty, 8ince "The ncgativity which has just
been considored 1s the Qgrningpoiﬁm of the:. movamont. of_ tho
Notlon., It 1s the simplo-peint=of rdpative solf-ralation) tHe
Innormost source cf all aetivity, of 1iving and spiritual
colf-movoment, the dlalictis soul which all tr ag in it
end throush which it alonu is truth: for tho(ﬁﬁﬁgﬁgrﬁfanavvndn .
onca of the oppositilon botwean the Netion and-RézZIIty, and
that quf;’fhich iz the truth, rost upon thise subjectivity

{Bloney--The sccond negative, the-nezative of the negative,
wihdeh wrRBave renched is this transcendcnco of the contradic-
tion, tut is no morc the activity of &an eoxternal reflcction
than tho contradletion is: it is tho Iinnormost and most ob~-
Joctive moment of Lifu and Spirit, by virtuo of which a sub-
Ject is personal and freoe," (pp.477-8)

e s [ . . e
NOW STAND UP AND SHOUT/PERSONAL AND FREE] PERSONAL AND
FREL, PERSONAL AWD.FREE AS LENIN SHOUTED LEAP, LEAP, LEAP
VHEN HE FIRBT SAW DIALECTICAL DEVELOPMENT TO BE THAT AND ALSO
Lﬂﬂ_ CBJECTIVE WORLD. _ P ——

e
I will roturn to freedom, and where our ego proves it
has abolished the distinctlon betwesn thoory and practico and
that which is thv prececcupation of tho theerists frocdom -
of ono-party totalitarisnlam is the prceccupation of tho eat

-mrasUsy—butonew"1 mast ﬂ‘ﬁtick closa to Hegol for when ho 4%2/,4

ranehsa that point heo seas ot/ into pacons of freoodom but an ™A
attaok on all old radienl-paftioe from tho Socilal-Domocraoy y .
(Kunt}mum@‘eqq“fo’ tho SLP (forwaliste to Hopol) and he doaa (-
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not lot go until the mothod itsglf exXteonds itoelf into a
system: (p.480)

And on p, 482 he says "Tho mothod offocts this as &
systom of tetalityv....This progross detormines itself, first,
in thls mannor, Jiil it begine from simplc determinatenass
and that cach gubs.quant cne 1s richarm and moro concrote,"
It nos not boon in a atraight line, but an approach Egih ")
! rd and forwapd so that now wo can soc "In tho

sthod Ythe Notlon prescrves 1tszlf in its othorness, and tho
vordal in 1ts partieniarizatlon, in the Judgmont and in

*7&lity; it remisce to each noxt atage of deteormination the

whole mnss of its antcecdont content, and by lts dialectical
progress not only loses nothing and loavas nothing bohing,

but carrics with it all that if.nas acquired, enriching and
concentrating itsolf upon itsclf," ] .

. Sc that none of thy othor philosophies (parties to us)
Just degencrated or diE&?”hut“thair‘ﬁﬁﬁjﬁvamnntsqhzs‘haen—;—
incorporated in the now philoaophy or party and this new has
boen enriched "concentrating itzolf upon itself" for we have
that ncw source, the third laycrr,

Now watch thiss( "EacH Wew StEES of cxteorlorizatiod (that
is, of furthor dotermination) is alsc an interitoriza orl, and
groator_;gz%gglon is also higher intenaity.". (p483%) What a
more porf@oi description of going cutward with B, and bocoming
richor inward and mor: intonsa,. : :

"Tho highest mnd acutest point is simplo perscnality "
continucs Hogol, "which, by virtuc zlono-of—the Zhaotuta——
dialostic which is its nature egually holds and -comprehends .
ovorything within ltsolf bocause it porfectly iiberatos 1talrf,, .

.." 8o we ofe baok at liboration and until tho ond of The = |
- Abscluto: Idoa that vill bo tho thomo, llboration, frecedom
K nd_an absglutely uncompromising ., Bolshavik attack on impat-
)%:fzonco._ If you arc righv and tho Unhappy Consciousness should
N\’ somohow go as part of Abornism--and I agroo with you thorgw~=
thon novertheless I will not let go of Leland. Just listen. ,
to the absolutoly devastating analysis by Hogel, and remomber i
Hogel doos It a8 ho has already approached freedom and wg met\} jﬁh
,ﬂthat typo whon-we _approachod  fndopendancgy— -~ e ﬁi
/

& .

7\ pUB4: é

- boyond the dotorminato (whether in the form b
T of beginning, objeat, finitc, or in any other
form) and to be immediatoly 1n tho absolute,

has nothing bufore it as chbject of its aog= |
nitlon but the ompty nogative tho ebstract Infinite,»wor olse /

That~Impationce whose only wish is to Zo.

\_ would~bo abooluto, whioch is imaginary boeawso A{ la neithor—
\‘?QEEEEQ_ﬂgn_nnmpnshan&aé‘h_(-7:::’“—*“"

am shaking all ovar for wo havoe come to whore we part
from Lonin. I montionod beforo that, although in tho approach
to the Absoluta Idea Lonin had montioncd that man's cognition
not only roflaocts the objootive world but croatos it but that

githin tho chaptor ho novor doveloped it., . Objoctive world
1802
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<§znncctions, matsrialism, dialuetical matorialism it 1e trua,
u

t not tho objcct and sutjuct as onc fully devolopoed hat'a
hat he saw, Thon ho ronchoy the last paragraphs For the
Tdca posite itsolf as thoe abaoluto unity of the purc Notion
and its Reality, and thus gathers 1ts0lf into the immodiscy
of Raing: and in doing so, as totality in this form, it is
Naturo. .

Thero Lonin stops--it is the beminning of thc last
paragraph~-and ho 5ays: "this phrasc on tho last pags af the

Loglo is cxcoodingly romerkable, Tho transitlon of the logical
jdoa to Naturs. (Btrotching a hand to matorialism, This is
not the last phrase C Loglcy £ ond of
tho page iz unimportant.” : o

But, my dear Vlzdimir Ilyltch, 1t 18 not truc; the cnd of
that page 18 jmportant; wo of 198%, wo who have 1ived 3 docador
aftor you and tried te absorkt all you have left us we can tcll
you that, : )

Liston bo tho very ncxt sontonee "aut this detormination
is not a porfoctod becoming or & £rangitiohee.ss’ Rementor
how trangition was ovorything to you 1n tho daye of Monecpoly,
the evo of socilalism,  Yoll, Hegegl has passod bo§ond.transition,
he says this last dotormination "the purc Idea, in which the
doterminctonoss: or reality of tho Notion 1s itaolf raised to
the leveol of Notlon, is an absoluto liberation, having no
furthor immediate detormination whick 18 ncl equally posited
and cqually Notion, Consoquently thore is no transition in
this frocdom,.....Tho transition herc . thorsforo muat rether
bo taken to mean thet the Idea frooly rclozses itself 1in abao~-

~ lute solf~socublty and self-reposo,” o

You 800, Viadimir Ilyitch you'didn't havd Stalinism to
ovorcomo, whon transitions, revolutions . seccmod sufficlent to
bring the now socloty. Now ovoryonc Looks at the totalitar-
ian onc-party stato, that is the now that must be overcomec by
a totally new revolt in which ovcryona-cxgcriencesx“absoluto

1iboration”, So we build with you from 1920-3 and include tho’
oxporionce of threc deendes.

But, H, (Hausor, not Hogol) I have nob finishod yet, not
that last paragraph in Hegol, nor my gumpation, for we must
ratroco our steps to the paragraph boforo and as wo do lot's
kcop in mind Marx's last chaptor.of ggg;g%; (VoleI). (Heged— -
writoss "IN 80 181 tho' pure Tden oi Cognition is onclosed In :

(Ciubjcctivityy and thoroforo 3 an implsa to transcond the latter;
oand, &8 1ast roault, purc truth bocomes tho beginning of anothor
sphero -and_soloneg., Ahis tronsitlon nood hero onIy'Eo Inti-
mated." (p.%405) And thon hc goes into how the Idos poalts

{

i

1tgelf and is liberation., That, ho J8ys, hoe cannot fully do=- //

volop hore; hc oan. only intimato 1t.
" Now you will rceall that that 1s progisoly what Marx doos

in tho Accumulation of Capltal whon ho reachcs tho laws of
sonczntration ond contralizatlon of capital and soclalizatlcn

1803




8-

of labor., Heo says ho cannot dovelop thoso, Put ho can give
an intiwmatlon, and thls Intimation turns ocut to be that l}tho
ultimato would to ecentralizntion of gapital "in tho hands of
onc single capitalist corporation” 2 th&P it would not mntior
if tkat ogours peaccefully or violcntly,k3)but that with the
centralization grows also the revolt, and it is not just uny
revolt tut onc that is "orsmanizod, united, disciplined-bry the
vary mcchenism of opp taliiﬁ production,”,

. i g’ct T i 7

]

- B! .
_&? ;5§/' H, aro you as oxcit&% as I Just az Marx's dovolopmont

i cf the form of the commodity and mency came from Hogel's
voavllozistle UP I, 8o the Accumulation of Capital {the Goneral

AN o Abcoluty Law} 1s bescd on The Absoluie Igga.mﬁétﬁﬂﬁbm p
' - I

4\*} \‘ 1\

N Romember also that wo kept on reopeating Lénin's aphorism
that Merx may not havc luft us "a' Logle, but he left us the
loglec of Capital, This 1g it-~the legic of Capltal isg the
dinleetic of bourgools socicty! the state capitalism at one

polc and the revolt at the other..

At ohe stage wo tried to divide socialization of labor
from revolv, tho form bolng stlll ca?italiatic, and’ vhe latier
the boginning of ooclialism, o didn't got very far because
that soclalization was capltalistic but revolt llberates it
from 1ts caplitalistlc intoguneont. Marx, howover, deallng.
with tho dlalectlec of capitalist sociloty did not make the
‘negatlon of thu nogatlon any more concrete, but, on the
contrary, in the laut chapter returns to the origins of
capiialinmm, c .

Now we are rcady to return - -to the last fow sentoncea of
the Logic ending with "But this next resclution of the pure
Idva--to detormine 1ltsclf as oxternal Idoa--thereby only podits
for 1t8¢1f ghd mediation out of which tho Notion arises as
{roc oxiptents 3nat out ol ~oxXtUrpality had passed 4nto ivself;
arizs riect ita sulf=-lihuration in _the Philosophy of
Spirityand to discover tRo Migtost—otion of Itzoit 47 that
logital sclence as the purc Notlon which forms a Notion of
itselr, ’ o ) C )

(Pleaseg, Hauser, con you got & hold ef a copy of Philosm-
phy- of Bpirit or 1s it Mind? I am brazen enough to want to
swim there too, I havo an instinect that we cculdn't get vey
far thore when we trl:d 1t bofore bacause we equated Mind to
party, btut now that I belleve the dlslectic of the Absolute
Iden ls the dimlaotic of the party, I fwel that Mind 1s the
nevw socloty geatatlng in the old, and I fesl sure we could
got & lot of very valuable dinlectical dovelopments there,
and what 18 so significant about that also is the bullding
of ths new within the old mokes 1t possible to stop jumping
from high point to hlgh point but rathor to follow gonoretely
gince this now is in the daily struggla,)

Somewhore in the lotters about Lenin'e Phllosophiec Note=-

beoks 1t is asteted that Lonin was awaro of tho gap betwoen his
Universal ("to a man") and the concrete Ruzsiasn proletariat,
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whero we are more aware of the identity of the Universal and
the concrote Amerlcan prolotariat, What, further, these two
yoars of our organization showed was the high stago of social
consclousness of the now layors attractod to us: thay praztlee
in tho paper tofore thoy Join and yet they appreciate leadar--
sbip. Perhaps I'm stretching but I foel that in the Absolnie
Gonoral Lew when Marx was developing the dialeotic of bour-
geols sociscty to its 1limit and came up with the rovolt "united,
organizod, and disciplined" he also sebt the limits to the
dicloctic of the party which is part of bourgeoils soclety and
Wwlll wither with its passing as will the bourgeois atate, It
appears to me when oblective and subjective arc so interpene~-
trated that tho preoccupations of thse theoreticians of the
man on the strect is gan we be free whon whut has arisen is
the one-party state, tho assertion of frecdom, "personal and
freo" and full.liberation takes preccdence over economics,
pelltics, phllesophy, or rather refuses to be rent asunder
'%nto throe and wants to bs one, the knowledge that you can be i//
ree,

Do you remember the lelter of May 20, 1949: "We aro
poles apart from Hegol but very clese to him in another reapsct,
Ao matorialists we root man in hie onvironment, but pow thet
the real hlstory of humanity is about to begin., the Hegelian
conogpt of gpeculatiye ronson, aomes to life with Ud; 88 never
sfora, the on our bagig, ™=~~~ T :
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May 20, 953

Doar Hauser:

Pigasgs do not intervrot thils as any prodding of you to
commit yoursolf on my analysis of tho Absalute Idez; it is
sannot stand still and a0 rushed diraetly to tho
Philosophy “of M¥ind. - I then rercad tho Proface, Introducticn,
and Avsoluto Knowladge in tho Fhenomenology ef lilnd, thu
Introduction, Three Attitudcs to-Objectlvity, and the Abazolute
Idca An the Bwalle¥ Togic and the Absoluto Idea in the Scisnss
of Logic, After that I road from covor to cover Lznin's
phonomo=al Vol. IX which ig tho sbcoluts Idea in ﬂction,
rercad Marx's Accumulation of Capital and the Fotlishism of
Commeditiss in Vel, I of Capltal, tho final part in Veol, III,
and tha Civil War in Francec.. All this I d4id on my own time,
80 to aposk, that iz to say, betweon 11 p.m. &nd 2 a.m, aftor
" putting in vory full daya and svenings in conereto org.activity,
I nota thosc focts only in order teo ghow heow thils Absolute
Idoa has me coming and geing. Along vith keeping all thesa
in tho back of my hoad then as I read the Philosophy of Mind,
I made up thoe following outline of the developmenl of the
vanguard party and its rslstionship to the wass movomentot
. . : . R
N\ Tho party as a "simplc" ¢ ment--Communist Leaguo,
) . tho First Internaticnal (reflecting
1848 ala 38 struggles &nd the Paris -
Communq)?ﬂ;\inw ““Mf\vwotxﬂkk rib

The party as dividor of tondenc uwxw A
withif Narxism-—-Lonin's p“"‘:-rty" o"f"l'gba-l'r (1905 & 1917
revolut ions).

The - party ao divider of pol;tics £Lom
0conam10n-d@hﬁ'Gdrmuﬁ—SOcIaI"Damocracy {trade union eris-
toeracy of labor and 1914 botrayal)

Tha party as different_sosial 1ayorq—-1920»—(in Rugsia
s m—=—"Tlanin to 104doTs and ranks} 3in Gavrmahy
_ ranks to loadors)
\\ Tho pariy ao; suppraasor of ranka and
destroyor of\rovolg}1onium—~8tal1n;am-~(Span13h Revolution
CIO National Roaistanoo Movomentss

X5 Now ournalvun, 41-50-~clur1f1cution of ideas, elaboration
of thoory, oyos on mess movemunta., '51-'S3--1lifo In party and
third layor ag sourcc of thoory. Somcthing tobtally new appears—-

16¢ yoars bocomed practienlly no moro than mere
baekground for lictening and digging~-B, Womon,
Youth=-all ceoma from roanks--somgothing llke the
Groat Beginning in Rusoin, What 1s so romarkable
is that It comcs pot as diruvet rosult of any -
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rovelutiocn, hut retheor as the accumulated
oxperlone. and feelings and social thinking
whon placud in tho propor theorctic and
climetlc atmonphore of live peopla.

To this tho papor is th: clinrx not nlene bocause 1t haso never
bteen but beecsuso it gould never hove boen. Only one who knew
it could bo could gc through the toil of the nagative, tha
lator aod suflloring, of nob a single break in the cadre of the
"continuators" of Leninism, And (Noto the "and! rather than
a "but") only when 1t did appear can we hAve perspoctives thot
w2 have, This therefors 1o not Just a genoral interpenctrotion
T objoetive and sublorctive but one ao concrete that it ig
rfgmpg;niblautahpgy wherc theory leaves off and practicc beging,
\ fhis can be so only bucausg the clemanis of ths ncw socisty arg
v averywhore in ovidones,

Flrst now you are whore I was oo I reed the Philosophy of

Mind which, to me, 15 tho new soclety, That's what matorial-
istlec reeddng of the finnl chapters of Hegol means to me. (To
f2y the ond of Hegel ic highly idoalistic is to dony that the
dialectical laws apply in thoir totality. Porhaps I am very

- rash but thot is how I feal at thIs moment, Unfortunately, in
this flcld I can do no merc than fool for I most certainly
hove no kneowledgo or practlce and I am totally dopendent on you,)

I limit mysclf to the following suctions of the Phi;osophyé l

o Introduction, Frae Minq,,iiggggtg Mind. ot
W Iﬁ'the Introdﬁctic Tepel statoen whet the threo stages--in. ,f}
. |

v.ﬁLJ\/tho deyelopment of the ¥ind arot (1)in the form of §olf-relation™ o
e uhore "tho ideal of totnlity of ‘the ldua" is, it 18 "Selfwcon Aﬁdf/
SN . y.boined and Troo," (2)Moving-from-tho-Mind-Subjective ho comos 7
& 4" o tho scecond stage™or (‘the form of roality"jand in this (R CalV
(j“ bJect ive: wonld. "froedof procents 1tsoll- under the shape of v Al
recossity.” (3)Prom Mind Objective we roagh Mind Absolute "thay U
tﬁﬁ unity of mind ad objactivity and of mind as idoality and con-
\?s“%&{ cept, vhich ossentially and notually }s and for ever preduces
Lﬁ’f}?;}/itcolf, mind in 1ts abaolute truth.” ! .
\ Vi - : . .

J\Vﬁﬂnﬁf /’ Hogel continucc (#386): "The two Tlrnt parts of the doo-
N /7 trino of Mind ombrace the finits mind. Mind is the infinite
Ideat thun finitudo horo means the dloproportion betwaen
the concept and tho roalitye-but with ths nqualification that
it 1n;gﬁ§§pdow cast_by . tho_mind's own-idght--a show or illucion
which tho mind Implicitly imposdn ac a barrlir to itself, in
ordor, by 1its romovel, actually bo realise and bacome conscious
of g;ggiggigu its very belng, l.e., to be fully manifested,.
The Baeveral stops of thls metivity, on oach of which, with
thelr comblanec of buing, it 18 tho function of the finite
mind to linger, and through whlech it hns to pass, aro staps
In ite liberation, In th: full truth of that liboration is
given tho idontificatlion of thu thrao atagos--finding a world
rogupposod beforo ug, gonuratdni: 8 world as our_own croathion,
@A za ining- freodom from 1t %apd in it., 7o the infinite form
of this truth tho show purifios itself till it bocomos a conm
aclouoness of it,
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"A rigid application of the satagory of finitude by ths
abstract loglcian 13 chiafly ccon in dealling with Mind ana
roasont: 1t 1s held not & more mattsr of striet logic, hut
trected also as a moral n~ni ri:ligious concern, to adnars to
tho point of view of finlwvdée, and tha wish to go furither ie
reckoned & mark of audaoity, if nct: of insanlty, of thought,"

{Remembur "sovicts in the sky"?)

If wo zo from this audaclous thinking dircetly to the
Freo ¥ind or oung of Baotion 1 of iind Subjoctive, we wili
maet with freo will in & poW coelal order: "Actual froo will
1s the unity of theoretiddl and graatleal mind: a freoo wili,
which ronlises its own freodom of Will, now that the forraltsn,
fortuitousncss, and centractcdness of the practieal contunt
up to thils point have boon superseded, By superaeding the
ed justmonts of means theruin contained, the will i1s the /
immgdiave individunlity solf-Institutod,-€an individualitvy,
howovor, also purifiad of all that interferes v aﬁ'ita uni=-
versalism, l.e., with froedom itszlf," LJ&ILQT,J& /_)»-7

;

1rs
)

: éonscicuanoss, but tho froo will of the soectiel lndividual,
@)\_"an 1ndividuali§y...pur;fiod of all that Antorferes....with

In a word, not the froo will of thoe Ego, the dnhappy ‘U
]

froedom itseolf,'

: To got to tho "will to liborty {which) is no longer an
lmpulsc whieh demands ifs satisfaction, but the bermancnt
‘charactor-~the spirituel consclousnces grown into a non=ime-
. pulsive naturc", Hogel cannot avoid history, the concrete
dovolopment & ;

Yy

, : "Whon individuals and nations have onee got in
tholr hoads tho abstract concept of fullw=blown libarty, thorm :
“is nothing 1iko it in itz uncontrollablo stronath, just becauss -
it 35 tho vary esschoo .of mind, and that as its very agtuality,
Whole contincnts, Afriea and the East, have nover had this
idea, and aro without 1t atill, Th2 Greoks and Romans, Plato
end Aristotls, evon tho Stoles, 4id not have it, On the cone
trary, thoy saw that it ig only by birth (as e,g, an Athonian
or 3partan citlzen)}, or ty strength of charactor, odueation,
or philosophy (=-thec sage 1s fres ovon ng a slava and in
chains) that tho human baing 1s actually fres. . It was through
Christianity that this idca camec into btho world,"

- (I'11 bo dw~-d if for us I will ncod to stop to glve the
matorlalistis explanation hara. I'm not Tighting Hogol'e
ldoalism but- trying to absorb his dinlcoties, Anyone who
¢an't think of tha Industrial and Fronch Rcvolutlions as tho,
boginninges of modorn Bocluby, or knuw thrt whnon wiil to ﬁ:>
liburty 13 no longor merc impulsec but ‘purcancnt character";
"spititual consciousncys”s it means ard carn mien oaly tho
proletariat that hap absorbod all ot gnicneo in his person,
that porson bottor not try to grappls with Hormuld, )

Then a rojoction of property, the "hava" of possasualon,
and dirootly to the is of the new socloty: "If tc bo awara
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of the ldoa~~to be awarc, i.-,, that men are awaro of freedonm
as thelr csesence, alm, and cohjiet-~is matter of spoculation,
8t1ll thils vory idea 1ltsclf iz the actuality of men~--not
somothing which thoy have, as men, but which they arc.™

Wo aro roady for the Abgolute Mind., I will limit myself
to the concluding four paragropha, #574-577.

Hugol bugins his conecluglons about philoaophy vwhich "“is
the sclf-thinking Idoa, the truth awsro of 1tself” by referring
ug to the Absolute Idea in the Smaller Logle, and thero
Hogol issued a2 warning, "1t is certainly possible to in-
dulge iIn & vast amount of scnscless declamation about the
lidea atbseolutz, But its true content 13 only the wholo systcm
of vhich w2 have boen hithorto exemining the dovolopment.

Back to £574: "tho logical system, but with the signi~
fication that it 1s unliversality aPprovcd and certifiled 1n
concrote contont as in its actuality,”

I'm hero reminded of that total Introduction tc the
Smalleor Loglc {or pcrhaps it js time to begln calling it by
45 right namo, Sncyclopasdia of tha Philcsophlceal Sclencas,
slnco tho SL 1is Part I of 1t and the Phllosophy of Mind that
¥1 coneernS me-nov-Part. III). whorg ho saysf"the Idea 1s not so
{C

fooblom as merely to have ahFldht or an obligetion to exist
~without actually cxisting.',-And most gértainly Socialism-"ls
( ‘not 56 To4Blo as murely"tu’hav‘ & right or obligatlon to’exist
; without actually wmxisting". GQuite tho contrary the new .
~soclety is gvidont ovaryWhoru, _Epoara withln the old,

Let uz roturn to Hesel, still #574.."In this way the
dcicnee has pgong back to 1ts cegimiing? its recsult is the |
" logical systcm€5§> ag n splritual principla. out of the pre-
supposing judgment, in which the notlon was only implicit
and tho beginning en immediato--and ‘thus out of the appoaranca
. ‘'whieh it had thero=--it has risen into its pure principle and
thus also into its proper modium,"

This appaarnnce "zives the mobivo of bhc -further davelop- (/; #
mont,." 8o, like all rationel thinkers, .wc aro back at thoe v ,
form of tho syllogism: |"The first appoarance is formed by

tho 8yllogism, whieh is based on thoe Logleal systom as atarting-
point, with Nature for tho middle term which couples the Mind
with it. Tho Losibal princlplo turns te Naturo and Naturo to :ﬁ

L

/Mind.

\Ll* C&he movoment is from tho 10510&1 prinoiplo(ggbthoory,to
NA | nature (0D practice and from practice not alone to theory but
| to the Wew socloty Which 1s its oaboncd) {Note Forupulously
rFBw bhis dovolopmont, this praoctice, . undgg itsolf) e e
. -'_'—'——-

Y

R SN

"Naturc standing betvioon the Mind and ita essence, (sundoy,
1ts0lf, not Indvod to oxtrumce eof finlte ahstraction, no e
itee t_jo gonothing awa from thom and Indopondnt,<=which,
ao {otl than thoy, survos ag & link Botwoon them: for
the ayllogism ls In tho Idun and Noture Ls essentlally dofined
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as a transition-point and nogative factor, and as implicitlyt
the Idea,” - O

Thus the sundering of npractice has boon neithor to mountftig e
tho "oftraomes of finitc avstrestion" ror ns wiro link botween
practice and thecory for ilie triunguliar dsveclepment horo monns

- that'practlce itscif 1a "impliuitiy the Xdca'. .

"st111," continucs Hegel, "the mcdiation of the notion
tas the oxtorngl form of pransiilon, and the aclienece of lnturs
proaonta itself as the {courz2n ol uzecselity; eo that it ia
only in the onc oXxtrome that the 1ilbsrty of the nolilcn 1a
oxplicit as a salf-amnizamation,”

By all moans lut's follow Heogel and hold back from sklp-
ping o single link, But also let us not forgot that this is
only the first syllogism, while "In ths socond. sylloplsm this
appoarance 15 sc far suporcedod, that thet-esylloglism is the }ﬂ»’
standpoint of the Mind itss1lf, which~--as the medlating agont °
in the process~—-presupposce Wature and couples it with the y /
‘Logiecal principle, It 1s the syllogism where Mind reflects ’i-’})' /
on itseclf irn the Idon i phliosophy appoars:as & subjective _ \& "f-"‘hi./-
cognition, of which libarty is the alm, and whilch ls itgelfy W
the way to produce it." (#576) R ‘@ /}/
Horc then Mind itsclf 13 "the mediating agent in the
procesa”", I _cannet help but think of Marx concluding that.
‘the Commuine, is-'"the form at last discovored to work out thé
oconoric cmanclpationof-tH3 proletariat’, and of Lenin in
Vol. IX saying that the workers and peasants "must understand
that tho whole thing now is practice, thét the historical
momont has arrived when theory is oncing transformed into - 7
practlce, is vitallsed by practice,. correctoed by practice,
tosted by practico,” and on the sama page (420): '"The Paris
Commune gove o groft 2xample of how tc combine initiativo,
inddpendonco, freodom of action and vigour from bolow with
voluntary centralism froo from stercotypod forms.," 4nd so I
ropeat Mind itscldf,- thognew soclety, is."tho modiating agen
An the procoss.” \?wﬂ*ﬁ§g Co SRR
---‘;{‘ ¢\ This is vhere Hegel arrives at Absolute Mind, the third
o & o'8ylloglem: "The third sylloglsm is the Idea of philosophy,
.\  ®hich has solf-knowing, the absolutelytely~universal, for lta
P/ midglo termi: 8 middle, which dlvides 1tsolf into Mind and
/W Natupe, oeking tho f6Fmer Ite prosupposition, as process of
"/ tho Xdin'bbubjoctive activity, snd the latter its univorsal
‘;"}ggtrogaa as procees of tho objectively and implicltly existing
: ':'\" 08,

Y,

A"h" o No wonder I was so struck, when working out tho layera of
- the party, with the Syllogism which disclosod that oither the
- Univarsal or tho Particular or the Individual could be the
middlo torm, Notc carafully that the—‘middlo_whioh divides
, itself" ie nothing lces than thofbsolute univorsa} itsclf
. .end that, indlviding iteclf into Mend~-and-Nature it makes Mind
/- tho prosuppoiition "as procoss of the Idoa's subjoctive activ ty"
' and Nature "&s procoss of tho objectively and implleitly oxisting
o\ Idoas . :

\-‘{. ) 4 ok ‘L

- \ [
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Here, much as I try nct once again to jolt you by soundirg
2s if I were exhorting, I'm tuo oxcited not to rojolee at whai
this means for us. But I'll stick closo to Hegel and not go
of f for visits with Lonin ond ¥arx, Hepel says that tho twe
eppoarances of the Idon {(3ocinlism in tho form of the Communc
and the Soviets) charactorizos both ite mani®estation and iw
it precisely 1s "A unificatlon of thn “wo aspcots™:

"The self-judging of the Idoa into its twe Approarances
(#575,6) charnctorl,os toith 2s its (the sclf~knowing rezsen’s)
monifestatlons: and in 1T thore 48 o unification of the two
aspects i~-1t_is the nature ef the fact, the noticn, which
ecuses tho-movenent. and devalopment, yot thls same movement is
oqually tho 'metion of cognition, The eternal Idea, in full
fruition of its c@sincé, otornally sets itself to work, onw
gondors and unjloys 1tself as absclute Mind," . '

Wo hava cntercd the now socioty.

W
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Mey 22, 1953

Doar W:

I can't let yours of iay 20 on the Absolutc Idoa paes
without this nota, cevun thousk, as you can imogino 1 am vory
rushed,

I think that thuse notes roprosont our Philosophic Noto-
books, comparablc to those of VL in 1915,

When I woks up on tho wornling of tha 16th and docided ¢o
sond you 2 spocial dslivery retracting wvhat I had originally
said about your iest two pages on the Absolute Idee, this is
what went through my nind, Hauser, youfro a damn fool., Have
you any 1dce what it menng for Weaver, with 25 years of Bol-
ghovism bohind her, to tocomo onamoured of the Absoluts Idoa
and Hozal's coneupt of sslf-rolation? Now your letter of the
20th makes it ovon clearcr what a domn fool I was, When you,
#onver, mrke this loep, it 1s tho final leap of theo part;%rom\
all scparation of tho perty from tho mass, and of tho loadar=
ship from tho prriy.

This is what occurs to mo conorataly.

i 1) Hegel's contemplation of the Absolute Idea is dif-
)ferent from Aristotlc's. {Aristotlc's was hoscd on-a slave

X {'goeisty, ths congept of man as & "ratlonal animal", an ideallsm

g dhlch vz socéglly_basud."ﬂeacl's wag the result of tho..
dialcetical Tovemont) of thi History of gociotydand the history

o of tho purc Teorm of the movomnont, and moved from the Abgolute

: fdcn ti Naturo, showing tho same -dlalcciical development in
o' ¢ Nnture as hed boon in Mind, - : :

abiser At

Why thon . dldn't Marx and Lenin sce this? That 1ls & very .
irportant point. To the_extent. thot. thoy_didnlt, they had not,__
bocrusc thoy could.nct, 4n the_existing _historieal circumstances,
mako tho complote break from all idons of the party gséparate’
from tho macsan@ lcdading it . . : .

\ Thot 1s thihistorical task that remained for us.,
TN e e T T N T .
2} ¥hon the lozdor and the perty {Not the vanguard party
in the sonsc of an olitc but 4 party in the scnse of ouraclves
wcprosenting a refloction of tho world outside) makes this
lsap, 1t ‘i & roflection of th:e atage whloh tho massss theme .
golvoe have recched, Do you rocall Bleino's gquostions to me
about Part IV of Documont #1? That absolute paticnce on the
part of the mass, that knowladge of powors, thatcunlty of
conditions und purpoey, #hich 1s not scparate from et ivity, ia%%
thoe invading sccialist socloty.  ° B e
XA 3) We enn now moko ns o thomu of Document #2 what has
¥ - boon missing from 1t up to now=-tho gotting rid of all forms
égfﬁvﬂof smAall rass partyism nnd eliguism, From dost Virginla (Fall
" Jof 1951) to this on tho Absolute Idoa {(May 1953) is the history

A ¢”u&@both of thy dovelopmant of the loadership and of tho organizatilo
- N ahe=pursolvas, (B8 wofz agpof the proccss ffgm-3h9‘999ﬁfwoyl§-war“§'
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