September 12, 1985

Dear Hom

" I'm sure you will not be surprised to hear that the many dcadlines
lm me in the face, from gettink ready to exscute decisions of

the Flenua to finally getting down to serlous work on The Disleotic
‘of 'the Paxty", aake 1t necessary that this note to you on your Sartre
essay ¥ill be brief. Nevertheless, I would like to recapitulate the -
two oriticiens I spoke about to you. during the Plenun. The first was
that. there wasn't enough of you and that that was especially neouanry
on solenos, not directly your magnificent work ont Rhe Mathematioel
| Notohooks (I 414 very much like your footnote on that), but Engels'
W. Here, mosre specifically, is what I would 1like
you to des

'l‘ha intallectunis made the attack on Engels’ work , which is Engels’
. ‘mot Marx's, as 1f all atteapt to see any dialectics in Nature ls |

wrong, It. ‘baghn with Lukacs back in 1919, bravivg to oll Engels’ . -
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to Tepest that,in addition o asking you to read that Noveok' o
lu. you got the author I refexred to who wrote the a.ru.ch on Lubu
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Marshell Bersan, in the Yoice Liteyary Supplement, July 1985 -~ especially

the last paregraph, which begins with 1 "Finally, there ic the idea of
totality, according to which the gquestion of freedom becoxes 'purely
tactieal’'... & metaphysical undertow that might well be strong anouah
to drown all Lukacs’ dreans of liberation.”

I felt that you, in dealing with totality, and in contrasting raturally
Sartre’s and my views on 1t, nevertheless did not XIEIMA streas that I
neant totality not as sua~up unlegs the sum-up 1is oniy the Juaping off
place for a ney beginning. In this respect, I'd like to say that your
last paragraph on p. 25, where you talk &bout the need for a total view
rather than any aingle {gsue, does not bring in that new beginning as
_ including both a philosophy of rsvolution and the self-determivation of
. the Idaa. thus giving the impression thot what comes from the zovement

tmy. I wﬂl mt uuoh hter to heve mothmg t.o w abont
noas ta ne, but there 48 no hurry about that. No. dnubt we

Yours »




