Minutes of REB Meeting of July 12, 1983

I. Report on- Organization, Nationally and Internatlonally

" by Mike: %I Report on Ottawa Conference by Bob: III. On-
Going Activities: 1. Andy on West virglnxa 2. Raya and Mike
on Correspondence IV, G&W '

. Raya The report was magnificent becuase it was both con-
crete. and universal. LI belleVe it was. the flrst time we've spoken on
what were the.organizational and phllpSOphical differences between Marx,
Lasalle, Bakunin, Blangui. .Let. me, begln with Jim's questlon on book
and chapter..ll, ..:It. ien'tfonly that we had.book and chapter 11, but
who elseuhaSJtrLed to-work. thls out. It is only with the very, 1ast
section..on.the.1980s View with.. the comb;nat;on of the challenge to post-
Marx.Marxists and the. challenge to ourselves that we put forth phllOSO—
phy as ground for organ;zation. In what Mike developcd we are learn-—
ing something new about. Marx.. . The IWA, wasn' t Marx's.international.

The Communist ~beague rvas, in a- certain gense, more Marxlst than IWB.._,

But after: CM Marx:peeds to.work out..the econowics But when he ‘does |

‘that with, CCPE(185Q) he; now.. wr;tes we,will have biggest blow. to bourge-

oise. .But, he. ig:.not satisfted with .political, action alpne, . The great-

L ness of Critique of Gotha. Procram . in addit;on to, all the other

| great things was, that ip-was after 1WA, after 1875 edltlon of Cagital
- after he had’ agxued with Bakunin on centrallzatlon and decentralizatlon.

3 Yes he 1iked Blangqui, but. Qia not leave it as, consplratorlal group, but
- as masses in motion,r What was he. fighting with, LasSalleanisin cgp," was

that it .was a. national program, . .On. autanNYF-The women have thezr.
‘ trouble with it, but they have trouble becduse they have no. banner to
'-raise. They got s0. stuck in phenomenology. I had wanted RL 1910 as
high point of book, but RL stuck with that sgtinking corpse of the 2nd
Internatlonal. Honeycutt in her work on German. women is great, but
she stopped. with 1910-12, why? Because Zetkin had autonomy. But
’ an Int. gave it .to her becuase she wasn't challenging them, 4qust,
pOpularlzlng. So when they got ready to remove her, she hadn't buzlt
n philosophy. -Autonomy can be used. to hide the fact of no phlloso—
hy and thus no totality. Unless you have totality,better to, stick
ith "coalitions" .on’activity. On.Mike's suggestion for amendment,
ou-can't rewrite history. We didn't: establish News and Letters as

‘a: Marxist-Humanist, organization in. ‘56, We willput M-H organization but

:.'we will put it somewhere else. Remember how Marx didnot, want to
! “rewrite Communist Manifesto, Even M&F. it wasn't until the preface

- written in 1957 that.we singled out ~who we were., . When you raise
“ autonomy separate from,philosophy it is just logking for an, excuse for
- avolding. philoso Centraliaatiﬂ and.decentralization only valid. in.

i conte*t -of phil t Andy said on book and convention ie. correct,but -"'“

- we . can't leaye J.t just as book, bacause bocktgreatness is that it is
‘Ltiad to the objective siutation. )




