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WOMEN'S PEACE CAMPS AND ROSA LUXEMBURG

The vorlduide movenent of woten vho
oppese nilitarism has found an exciting
nev expression in the women's peace
caups in Britain. Xat only have scores
of wooen thrown theaselves so fully in-

hat they are encazped

outxide nearly a dozen differens
facilictes, but nesrly 100,000 joined In
on Easter veekend ro create a human
chain chat strerched 14 miles,

A woman at Creenhan Cosmon, trying
to work out sooe of her -questicns gbour
the direction of the mOvement, vrices ne
that oot just in principle buc in actu-
ality the vomen are begioning to drav
ties between nilitarism and othar Prob-
lems in saciecy. Thus some of them have
been quite affected by both the condit-
tions for women vs and the non-
existence of jobs for them once they
aI% oul; others joined in the Protescs
following the death of Colin Roach, a
young Black man shot to death tight at
the Stoke Mewington Police Station.
She urites, “T hear wore discussion on
the vhole class issue again - the wou-
en's movement having “ieft out* working
class women - also it being a very whire

jpuch movemenc.,.”

When she refers co "leaving out" wor-
king class wmen and Blacks, it's not
that either the women's movenent or the
anci-ouclear movemant, here or {n Brit-
ain, hasn'e discuased éicher class or
face. But & very differenc atzicude
tovards Blacks and workers 1s called
for vhen what You are concerned with
is developing a philosophy of full
freedon, and deepening the movemene in-
ko one which cen uproot the very foun-
dazfons of Bricish Society. Here in
the U.S,, for example, don't we need o
finally recognize chat the first to
PTOCEST var, as they did during W,
Precisely because they are keenly awvare
that the government”s banner of freedom
abroad has Teally meant the Very oppo-
site for Blacks here AND in the Third
Borld?

At anocher critical Period in anti-
‘ar history, pre-wwT Germany,

about. freedom and organiracion come
froa. It has taken our Women's Liber-
ation Movenent, and the queations we
have raized, to recognize the izpor-
tange of Luxemburg for today. Becauge
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she brought together anti-militarism,
feminism and being a revelucionary,
Luxemburg Is taken up in a very new tay
by feminist philosopher Raya Dunayev~
skaya in her new book, ROSA LUXEMBURG,
WOMEN'S LIBERATION AND MARX'S PHILOSO-
SOPHY OF REVOLUTION.

Luxemburg shook up the established
Marxist Party, the German Social Dewoc—
tacy, Erom che moment she stepped foot
into Germany because, as a revoluticon-
ary and feminist, she refused to be "
pigeonholed into the "Woman Question,
and insisted on taking part in every
aspect of work, frow writing theor-
ecical arcticles to participating in ac-
tual revolution vhen it broke out in
1905 {n Poland. It was that participa-
tion that sparked her most original work

for it changed her very notion of rev-
olution. When, as the revolution
broke our and the Polish Party grev
overnight from 7% members to 30,000,
she saw that revolution was hardly made
by Party leaders educating the workers
about either organization or class
conscicuaness, but by precisely those
workers the leaders thought of as mo
[hegindl ¢ 11 did [
But burg‘s originalicy no
atop tbemg ; wvas alse the firsc
to see that German's bloody incursions
into Africa signalled a nev stage of
capitalist developwent - imperialism -
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and aplit fro= the Party leaders be-
cause they had become so opportunistic
that they refused to oppose imperial-
i{sn. Even before WWI broke out she
foyght for the autonowy of the working
women's organization vhich, vhen the

wvar began, became THE group vhich did
oot separate anti-milirarism from the
movement to totally rranstorm Germany.
Luxemburg's quescions about organi-
ration vere decpened {n a nev vay by
the Women's Liberation Movement when
It bursc forth in 1970. The women who
had participared in the Civi) Righes
and anti-war sovesents and in the Left
tefused to have their own liberaticn
put off by the male leaders uneil
“afcer the revolution," znd demanded
decentralization. Dunayevskaya shovs
thar the very concept of revolution
vas alcered {n such a critfical way
that it involves che two most impor-
tant questions of coday: .

They are, firsz, the totality and
the depth of the necessary uprooting
of this exploicative, sexist, vacisc
soclety. Second, the dual rhythm of
revoletion: not just the overthrow
of the old, but the creation of the
new; not jusc the reorganiration of
objective, material founda=ions but
the release of subjective personal
freedom, creativity, and talents

(p. 108},

Women in the anti-nuclear oovement
have gaZned "a wind and wvoice of our
om” and challenged all vanguardisc
noticns of organization or revelution.
How can we now follow through on these
idess ro develop so new an apprecia—
tion for the Blacks and workers, the
unemployed and yes, youth, who are
looking to change this society, that
e never again letr our aceual pattici~-
pacion in rhe movement and our phile-
sophy of full human freedenm get separ—
aced?

~Lauvrie Cashdao

“ROSA UD(EIBU‘RG, WOMEX'S LIRERATION
AND MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION,
by Raya Bunavevskaya, is avallable at
@ost wovement bookstores in che Bay
Area.




