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August, 23,84

Also as ypu will notice, my work begins with @D I have been doing
readings in the past year on specifically the impact of 1905 on the East.

Mot recently with the diseusaion you have opened up in the Perspective on
k the Second Congress of CI, and 1925 2?‘ how the Comunist. leadership did not |
o '\" understanr! the significance of 1905, thus wag.unabls to - have prep_
.'-the grounr! philosophically for 1925 27, and how we were able to draw leasons

frorn 1905 in 1979 has really precccupied me. Especially this being the 80th

' anniversary of 1905, ani the £0th of that 1925-27 Revolution. We are devoting
much attention this year to 1905 in EZA, and I would like to know what you‘; L
A0 think about an essay on 1905 thaf. would ) expaﬁd your formulations in -
the'.' Perspective, - also as it relates to 1907 Congress.
R In a recent letter I wrote to Pilar, I did a very rough interpret.ations
| -.or what I thought you were trying to discuss in the Perspective, which I'am

enclosing. -

. % | Aotion committee"in Chicago

- YE ‘az(




PROSPECTUS

The Writings of Ahmad Sultan-Zadeh

Abstract:

This thesis will analyze the available writings of
Ahmad Sultan-zadeh (3£igiziiiz_iﬂgzz‘ig_ﬁggig_uiﬁggliip) during
the years 1920-30.
'Qﬁ;%f~* *Suitan'Zadeh,'ah'Iranian/Armenian; who may be
:_ébnsidéred as the first Iranian Marxist theoreticiaq,was'activéﬁ:
”“in tﬂé'reyolutionary movements both in Russia and Iran, frqm
the period preceeding the Russian Revolution of 1917 until the = .
'mid 1930s. 1In the late 1930s, while in exile in the Soviet
Union, he waé firﬁt arrested and later killed along with a

" number of other Iranian intellectuals during the Stalin Purges

—

" of 1937-38.

Sultan Zadeh was a leader of the\Adal-t Party| in

o u:keaéan, and in June 1920 became a founding member of the
—— et /-———--.____.

Iranian Communist Party (ICP). As a representative of the 13¥ f5'

. ‘
he participated in the Second Congress of the Communist

"f International and th’EaEu Congress during the summer o

In the late 19208 he EEE“ﬁ?“EHE’EETEBF*EE‘twb’ ranian exile
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Journals, Setare gsorkhwand Peykary which were published for a

few years in Germany.

The writings of sultan zadeh, which are thus far

available to us, include more than 20 essays and pamphlets, as

well as a book entitle%ﬁfﬁffﬂfginry Iranl These works range

,._._’-_'_'
from social class analysis of_Iranian society, including its

historical economlc development, the impact of Islam, the
question of land in this predominantly agricultural society, to
studies on international pOllthS, including oil in the Middle
fast and militarism in Burope.

present State of Research and
Justification of suggested Research

'Unfil"the”last decade there had been little q:ittén_;:;

;ébout Sultan Zadeh, and many ‘of his writings were either

unknown or unpubl;cxzed. odern {;fgiiﬂ_ﬂ&é&QE;;;;>such as
ot Kasravi, : i many of the

.prubllcations of the Iranlan(Tudehszrty, have tended to focus

the activzties of Heydar Khan Amogli, a contemporary of

: sulta“ Zade"@ﬁ‘_’-had been opposing Sultan zadeh's_ “theord

e

‘-;formulations. ‘several biographies of the life and
fFH:'dar-Khan, therefore, exist in Persian as, for example,

'ummation of Revolut1on, Heydar Khan Amoq11 by Reza azdeh

Malik, and Heydar Khan Amogli by Isam'il Ra'in. Heydar Khan'

was thus viewed as the original theoretzc;an of the first

'Iranian‘communxst party in 1920.
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‘and most recently, Between Two keﬁolutlonsﬁbyf

Works written in English on the same period of Iranian
history, have tenQed‘FOHfbllow the attitudes of writers in Iran
on Sultan Zadeh. The most prominent of these works have

included The Communlst Movement in Iran by Sepehr dablh ~1966

J—— e ——e, L

L
rvand

T

/ . ..
ahamian, 19822]

v/

Writers on the history of the Communist International

(Comintern) however, such as/Geéorge Lenczowski, Russia and the
i

\,,/ﬁest in Iran, Ivar Spector, The Soviet Union and the Muslim

World 1917~58, éﬁin and North, Soviet Russia and the East, have

paid particular attention to the role of Sultan Zadeh during

the Second_@:_@ congresses of the Comintern.

Nearly'a decade ago, Khosrow Shakeri, an Iranian

P

Hétbr{anﬁin;Erencejpﬁblished,his istorical Documents of the

“Wotkefs,‘sbciel Democratic and Communist Movement of Iran.

:,".:t‘hels'e'fdb‘c':um'e‘:rits, Which ‘have now grown td include _

lmuch new informat1on on Sultan zadeh, and present, for the

‘”£1rst time, a collectlon of Sultan Zadeh's writings-in Persian.

These works demonstrate that Sultan zadeh, in add1t10n,

“to belng an act1v1st, was an orlglnal theoretxcxan who was

-fanalyzing many of the 1ssues of his time5




pemonstration -

Even a preliminary study of the works of sultan Zadeh
reveals that one is dealing with a major thinker/political
activist of modern Iranian history. Of particular relevance,
both for the Iranian Society of that period and for the
problematic of revolutionary movements in non-industrially

developed lands, are the studies Sultan Zadeh made in the four

-following areas:

1. Social revolution in the East as disting hed
Q from the West including the issue of

Soviets;

between the Soviet Union and the
natzonalist’" communist movements of the
‘.reglon in the early 1920s; ‘

he status and“aetivity”ongQEEB&}n the Iranian. ~

gsbciety; and

_901nts of dlvergence between the Bolshevik A

‘leaders and: ian intellectuals, part1cularly

during thq:§§§§%)Congress of the Comintern.,
‘ The purposeful neglect of sultan Zadeh, becomes more -
“feveallng when we compare the studies done on Sultan Zadeh thh;
those carrled out on one of his contemporaries in Latin o
America,'“ose Carlos Marlateque Mariateque was a founder of;
_the Peruvian COmmunxst Party in the early 1920s and he held

:very similar views to those held by sultan Zadeh, particularly }'

d~f‘on the issue of social revolution in the underdeveloped lands

and-the ‘issue of peasant Soviets. However, while nume:ous.




.
-~

dissertations and'biggfaﬁhies exist on Mariateque, the research

on Sultan Zadeh, particularly in English, has been very nominal.
Finally, the writings of Sultan zadeh, can be seen in
the context of the writings of Marx on the question of revolu-
tions in underdeveloped lands., Of particular importance are
Marx's writings in the last decade of his life, which have
become available since the 1970s and are today the subject of

much academic discussion.
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outline of Major Chapters

The following is a tentative outline for the major

chapters of the dissertation:

I. The Iranian Adalat Party in Moslem Russia, its
activities during the Russian Revolution of 1917
and the role of Sultan Zadeh in the Turkestan
branch of the Adalat Party. A look at the two way
road of ideas between Iran and Moslem Russia in
the early 20th century.

Formation of the Iranian Communist-Party in Anzali
~- the confrontation between Sultan Zadeh and
Heydar Khan supporters and the ICP program.

The Gilan Republic in Northern Iran, ideclogical
disagreements between the leadership of the Gilan
Republic and ICP.

Iv. The Second Congress of the Communist International,
the relationship of Soviet Union to:nationalist ‘
and ‘communist movements in the East and views held.
by Sultan Zadeh, Roy and.Lenin on the question. A
look at the Baku conference and the subsequent
fall of Sultan Zadeh from leadership of ICP.

intérregnum -- writings of Sultan Zadeh during the
post Reza Shah. Coup.  Sultan Zadeh's search.for
new revolutionary forces, the issue of women in
the Iranian society and the question of natiocnal
minorities.

t

—-—._-3—-—"‘"—-—.‘___-__—__

VI. The Second Congress of thée ICP in 1927, and the
Sixth Congress of the Comintern in 1928 --
challenges to H?ifsﬁgigg_;nd Bukharin. -

——— ..__._________"__-_'___/

VII. Sultan Zadeh as revolutionary. journalist --
' writings in Peykar-and Setare Sorkh. .

VIII. The relationship between Sultan Zadeh's writings
on social revolution in the East and Marx's
writings on the same gquestion, particularly the
writings of the last decade of Marx.

-6~
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