July 12, 1985

Dear John,

Oh behalf of the RiB which voted to accepted you as a mehlier
at large, I would like to welcome you intc membership in Newsa&nd
Letters Committees. As you can see from the Letter of the Week that
I have just sent to all the locals, we feel confident that you will
algso suceedd in creating a loecal in Kansas, -And we are all looking
forward to seeing you at the Plenum we are having over Labord Day
weekand, This is the point I want to develop further.

I know of know other llarxist organization that still follows what
the feellng was about breaking down all divisions, not only as against
. vapitalish, but leadership and ranks and the length of discussions,
during pre-convention period whem Perspectives wers worked out,  And
even the Russian Revolution,since it too was hampered by the concept
of the Blitist party that made no distinetion between plenums and
gonventions, and even between members and non-members, 4id not really .
practice endlng the greatest division of capitallsm, the diviasion hetuecq
mantal and manual labor, In a word you will be having a trqmendious
adv&nture by attending this Marxist~Humanist Plenum. o :

Pirat, you,will receive, in additlon to what is here enelogad. th
*'.Dragt Parapectices which will ‘will be the center of discussiona .at:
»épIe Secondly, 1Yo
an y“a willabe- 5uuu;n5 neﬂu¢y “Dear: rrxenua uetters“rram tﬁe )]
RO S 011 ag minutes of the REB, Thirdly, -the firat. digcusaion: bulletin
‘hag”dlready. been published and I will see that it is sent to.yo: ;
-~ . There will be.other discussion bulletins to which you éan go; trip
- $411 thé middle of August, at which point if you haven't wel
. 2t111 which mske a contribution before Labor Day when the Perspee
j-is gi you ean bring it with you and it will be distributed to
. membaranip. T will ses that the Call to the Plenti which has the. .
_~repor$a to the Radaum is sent to you. Also enclosed is. the speeia
‘gup ;tmsnt we had when I spoke at WSU Labor Archives which has
--he Dunayevakaya ‘collection on deposit., With it is a Tepor
Sthe axhi'bit ANEMXT itself which had continued for several month
R 1 " Do yoéu know that all my archives are available on mi
e quite reaaonabla ($60) and quite a faw universities have them
CliVouiget ‘your university to.order 1it? Do inform us what you waw
. your donation to be; all that is"required” is a $1 g week whioch
- “{g ridlculous. The reet is boluntary donationa. And we take Lox,
~$Eraﬁted people give what they can for Marxist~Humanism. Pleaa
" JuBiknow what size bundle or,ugg you would like to be reaponaablc

or aach issue.

-~ Now I would like to add what Kansas means to me, ,
'Bloady Kansas® has always meant to me, the tmme. beginnings of. tha
1gonouaneas of humanism in this country. What I always use to
- atress. was what a philosophy of fresdom achieves both in a'vision or

.. ®1Y humanity and totslly new human relations even within one*s’ own
i . groups Teke the question of Abolitionism. They wers paoifists, S
,*.'thoro was not a single one of them who did not consider that John By 6
. was not only alemdsr of abolitionish and the bravest of them: lll. G

had opened a totally new chapter for freedom with hi Mag
,'whon g atep fnrthorythan martyrdom, He sald sel®) thﬁ%dohn Brﬂm'a at




""“coming to Kansas City and not finding a trace o

at Harper's Ferry opened a new chapter not alone for freedom in the
United States, but for the world, Indeed, hhe @hukdopment of his
philosophy of revcelution,of hat Marx called "the new Humanism* that
was go profoundly developed in economica, iIn politics, in all fields
from art to the spscific internationalism of natlonal revolutionary
movements, hung on that eritical period of the 1860s and 1870s as
he singled out the Civil War in the United States and the Paris
. Commune in France as the two highest points of self-liberation and
the masses being both revolutionary force and reason, I had cast
the whole history of the United jtajes from slavery days to the
19608 first and then brought it7/fécently with a new 1985 Introduction
of American Civillzation on Trial, prictselypbn the indigenous roots
of Marxism 1in 8 e ates and its world Humanist concepts, and
enlled the finel decade of Merx (1873-1883) a trail to the 1980s,

Where Kansas comes in again, and that part also seems to be
1ittle known is that the original organizers of Communism -- I am
referring to the fact when the 8ocialist Party split in two once the
Russian Revolution occcurred -- and whe were to later be the first
Trotskylists came from Kensas, James Patrick Cannon was proud of only
two things in his life (perhags I should have said should have heen
prodd of only two things in his life} and that is having been an IWW
nember, and having come from Kansas., A slightlygmore almost todayish
.Aneident was one that I experiencedsbmetime dirdly after WW 1I, was
. ‘ _ ‘ all I was lolking' . . .
- for.of elther the 19th or early 20th centuriea., Nevertheless some . :
_._church because it had some youth who were interesied did make a littlé
" ‘meeting for me. But, what really biought home how people have forgotte

" all the industrial and Black dimension present was in the sixties  « = i
- 'when:I returned from my trip to Africa, from the Gambia, and brough
“baek a youth who had won some sort of scholarshlp to the university
. “in"Kangag, ~ 1t was such.a reactionary family that he had to stay wi

that Wi practically put me through an interrogation process, asking
“suoh questions as what was a white woman like me doing in the Gambi;

ﬁfins I & 'Red?étc, etc., The poor young man did not wish to give up:the-

. privalegs -of getting an education. You should really read some of .

. hig articles both in the Gambia and from Kansas. Come to Chicago:
- ssd.you will be able to see it in the bound volumnefor those years.'

?;;-- '”Fihally; ‘you couldn't have been more in tune with what wéfﬁrﬁl,
' ‘'conesrned with now, whether this we in relationship to gg& or the whol

 question of reification and time as we keep contrasting what time ia:
- p.thqgﬁipitalxgtfazgloitgtive gystem as"sooianlly necessary labor. tima?
. and the way time is defined as Marx as "space for human aelr-data;qua

Your, -

fT;fV'




