VWIS &by ATV

June 21, 19635
\ Dear Colleague:

In preparing for the Call, which I will draft for the REB
meeting on Monday, I thought of you, B, in relationship to an
Egsay or a Disoussion-article during the pre-Plenum perioed, but
changed ny mind in relationship to what topio I wisgh you to write
about., In a fundamental sense, of oourse, everything revolves
around Labor and Time, and no doubt I'll have something 1o say on
that later. But tho essense of what is specific to us this year,
and what I've been stressing ever since Dec, 30, 1985, is how
neocsasaxry it is to stop repeating, nc matter how oorrect it is, ‘
the political-pMlosophic results we have arrived at and, instesd,
concentrate on methodology, not marely by saying so but by working R
it out, s what it means by show whet 1t is in any .
Enasités_ﬁaigg. 1t 1s the specifioilty that alone can make the "
oconorete-Universal both conorete and Universal., I tried, ob- .
viously not with great suoccess, to do exactly that in the Con- B
vention Cgll of 1982, which remaina the only Call that was prac-
tically the Draft Thesis itself, and toox seven pages instead of
the usual two or three. The reason for all this was clear, at :
loagt to me; it was that if we knew the whole 30-year history - ;;
with that question of methodology and politicalisation ag its i

b
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center, and 1f I oould show that to be so in the concrete book

* I had Just finished ~- RLWLKM ~- then that would mean that every-
one of us would likewise become a practitioner of diaslectics.
If that had really happened, I wouldn't be saying almost the same
thing with just further®exmmples® right now, would I%? -Ingiead, -

'L1f ‘any book got oompletely unreviewed even by us, it was %ngxu; o
If any book thought ltself wrongly -- I mean got interpretsad
- wrongly -~ as if it were Just a women's liberation baok, it was
RLWLXK.” Which only led to women leas understanding this cne .
1an - any othexr book, and that precigely becpusme they reanlly didn't

grasp ltms essenoce as Part III, ch had afated very operly anhd
with great detail that neither RL, nor WL were- ere oclose
to understanding the whole of their movements, because it is im- =
poseible to understand them without knowing the %ﬁiﬁiﬁzﬁ of Marx's -
Marxism AND WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING FULLY OUT ORIQ GONTRIBUTIONS
T0 IT WHICH WHRE SPELLED OUT FOR THE PIRST TIME AS THE GREAY .
‘DIVIDE BETWEEN OURSELVES AND ALL POST-MARX MAR&&& ‘WHO NEVER,
NEVER UNDERSTOOD FULLY MARX'S MARXISM, BEGINNING WITH ENGELS,
AND RELATING THE °*NEW MOMENTS® IN MARX, CENTERING AROUND. THE
THIRD WORLD, T0 WHAT ONLY WE, AND NO OTHERS, ‘X GLQDING NO,gTHER

AGE, GQULD JULLY UNDERSTAND, SO THAT THE TRATL ¥0'THE )

......

- FIOWED, AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME, PROM MARX's 1880s 70 QYR

MARXTBE-HUMANLSK,

' - Now what hag that got to do with ooirioitiﬁfor you
to work out s very serious discussion artiole within the next
fow weeks? Well, let's take those two words I saeid I wouldn't
write sbout =~ Labor and Tims, Pirst, you need time for your
labor, pationce and suffering with the dialegtic, time #rul{ :
alone, ocommuniocating only with the zlef-development of tlm:ldea,
diki:f urself an swful lot of %uestiona. and not acospting the
def t{gn that one is doing "nothing" when one is thinking,
Secaondly, whereas Labor is of the emsasence at the conorete mtage
it 1s in, where 1t has to fight the Resganites and the labor
hurastiaraav. I 4o not mean that ¥Four essayv would deal with
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the details of what is happening in your shop, as if it was &
shop report for the local and was busy weighing what was wrong
and what was right. I am, for example, enclosing also a eopy
of my letter to Andy on a different topio, though it ig also on
shop wor, r at least with paeople, with whom you are Ml
oonoerne the question of trade union work and Marxigte
Humaniem and organization. I was relating to him something that
Trotaky was telling me about the thin line one has to tread when
one makes anti-war speaches when war has already been declared

and must know how not to compromise one's principles and yat be
absolutely sure it gets him perhaps to prison but not xiiled.

Something of this has to he weighed in every trade union '
‘situstion, where you cértainly don't want to be so sharply againat
. khe union that you bear any resemblance tc baing anti-union . and
yet sow no 1llusions in the proletariat that you think nilitancy
alone will ohange the bureaucraoy or throw it out.

I return to the question of needing to create time for
yourself, wheither or not you sucoeed in getting your job back
and no matter how many millions of things are reguired of you
at home, which must WEX not be allowed to disturd your priority
for preparing not just to go to a meeting called the Plenum
but $0 consider what you are preparing for pre-Plsnum disoussion
and what comes out from the Conter are actually part of prepara- .
tion for revoluticn -- and that that cannot be without a p ilcaophy

of revolution, a,u;;;;;j:ﬂyegnésx,ghilosqphy. Please ztudy B
. ﬁ__._:e!.'ﬂjv_-hagmie ne“u-._.__te_.__vg._ Sha atﬁa Loalonm fﬁtﬁ"a . fﬁf‘ﬂl R T B

reports, whether on Grganization, on Petapaciivas, on Blaok,

qn-!in;ﬁcea ~= the niss 'philo;oihio Ifgka You choobbiyéur
own topio and give yourdelf a desdiine that will permit the
organigation to have it in time before the Plenum,

: Sorry, I seem to be so abstract about your"troubles®
but don’t forget that, to me, troubdles mean thut the revolu-
tionary storm is aomewhere on the way, like the Irish troubles
before the Irish Uprising, and the Keransy troubles before -
November, and the ubles that wempa never regegnized by the

busy, busy, busy Youth, like May 1968, Paris.
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Yours, /,:
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