RER lueetins of b.arch 26, 1985

Agendat I, harch 21 =~ Detrolt ".SU-Sponsored Meetine on the
Archives, including press conference before and reception
-after, as well.as the way it will be reported in Nzl and
‘the distritution of that April issue, S
II. Discussion; III: Correspondence and Ongoing Activi-
. tiesy IV, rO&W T . P ce

I. Raya stressed that March 21 is hot 2 "pastievent" but will be
the point of our discussion and our activity . from now untiil

Plenum discussion opens., When we have the new book in hand, that,
of course, will te on the same level, “hat was important for us

to take up here, outside of the actual speech itself, was the metho-
dolory that transformed the “personal"” stories Dr, Mason was inter-
ested-in into a challenge to include them and vet not betray our
principle that the only biography worth tothering about is the "bio-
graphy of an Idea." That challenge meant choosing those inc}dents

that crossed with. historic, objective events. SR
) Because one learns ‘the
significance of those events philosophically in a way that the events
themselves, even to the participant, assume the form of a category,
let us see what I actually did., * Thus, in taking up my particip-
tion in a strike when I was 13 years old, I related it.both .to the
objective event then of. what I called. a:-"pogrom" atmosphere in the
U.Ss =~ the Palmer Raids were ongoing then -- and to the impact of
‘the-Russian. Revolution of 1917 as most important of all. .This 4n
turn allowed ‘me to focus-on a very different historic period by a.
very different person, which also showed the perceptions of a child
when alive at a historic: turning point. I refer to .Alfred Rosmer,
the French Syndicaligt,. who was born in the UseS.y specifically on
Staten Island, after his parents, who had been Taris Communards,
- @scaped and wound up there after the Commune's defeat. In this case,
it was not. that he was alive during the Paris Commune but that his
parents' stories determined a great, deal of his life, And finally,
on the “personal™ events, I took up my hearing Debs' K final speech
in 1925 at Ashland Auditorium in Chicapo, which revealed that he was
proud of knowing Wendell Phillips who had crossed from Ab olition~
ism tb" Socialism,. It was Phillips who had saids "Seratch a New .
‘Yorker and you will find a Communard.” This led me, when I was al-
ready the author of &P to- use all these incidents to. illuminate
~ the Becond America. 1t is why we claim, and can prove, the American
roots as well as the world Humanist concepts of harxist-Humanism. '
. .- While I ghortened for N&L some parts of my lecture, I made
sure to include the essence of my thank-you to Dr. lason, which re-
vealed the whole question of the attitude one must have .to Archives.
The whole question of dttitude Yo ."personal" -stories is seen even in
*the difference between ‘Parts I and II of :Indignant Heart., How could
an event like the 1949-50 liners' General Strike,in which Denby was
active in the support caravans, not be recorded in P?rtlig

CLE S NP ) n K&L,
| - iAlthough the lecture had to-Ve soiiewhat abbreviated/for
Parts I, II dnd III, the excerpts are substantial, and Fart IV .
hearly complete, Along with the lecture will be Zugene‘s descrip-
tion of the meeting and the exhibit, as well as the reception after-
-wards, What I want to merition are two experignces, cne at the re-

ception and the other at the press conference, - . :
Neither was planned,
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77 It"was-at the reception, whéen:I asked theixr: photographer.
t¢ bé suré to photograph Effie-with:.me because she wai'not only the
widow of ‘Denby who demonstrated that Dehby was.very much: gtill with
us, but also because she herself.wrote 2- chaptersof Indignant Heart
about Black women at the point of brodiction and:their struggles,
that Effie spoke up beautifully. She stated, first,. that her name

in the book was not Effie, but Christine, It is important for all
of us, to" gtress that in dur ongoing sal:s of that book, as well as
any classes where we.use it. ' S T

. ) - MAlso at the’reception, where Terry hand-
ed'me the bound volume of:the uncorreeted page-proofs of the new -
book,. I immediately took advantawe of that not. only. to have it.photo-
graphed, tut to.read out loud what I inscribed---— that Terry Lioon,’

a Narxist-Humanist who does hot separate’ art from philogophy’ or: from
"revolution’ had hi nd-crafted +this bihding especially for' these Ar-
chives, - Thus, both her name and: Marxist-Humanism's conceptlon of-

art as being part of the philosophy of liberation, are recorded,

. Finally, at the press conference-Andy threw a question I
certainly did not expect; which brought the whole: question of. Ar~'
chives to the présent day on-a world. scene , :in what Marxist-Human-
isi had to say on world events,. "He openly admitted that he was:most
familiar with-all of my works, and.therefore would like to agk,-not
about thé Archives; ‘tut about my views on the:new Russian.-leader,..
Gorteachev, - Here: is what I said, when I caught:my breaths.:Thoge who
may know my views ‘on -Andropov. may.think that what.I .analyzed then,:
about ‘it being thé beginnirg of the end of state~capitalism,’ does -
not hold because he-died so spon. They think. Gorbachev is a. new.i.-
generation and g new development” for Russia... what I was referring -
to b1 Andropov, However, was that even Stalin did not incorpoxnate .
© irito his totalitarianism (‘though'there was no” mistaking ‘that. it.-was
he, Stalin, who sét’' the line)’ what'Andropoyv did, by absorbing all .
the posts "into his own position, -gpécifically the GRU and- "ideology".
_Thik became especially: prominent when it was Suslov who. made .the -
lagt, trip of his 1ife to go'to ‘Poland where the ceaseless revolts..
cdontinue’ to-this day. * The'very first thing that Andropov did was
to see that Slislov®s . Job 'ag top theoretician was not given': -t6 .rany
one eXcept himself. ‘Andropov krewHe’was: dying and +had ichosen’ two
_younger 'megn to-train --Gorbachev and Romanoy == ‘in-tthose: two flelds
(seéret police work-and ﬁ.'deolb‘gy'-) that he was experienced in.: The
fact that Gorvachev ‘is Youngéer and has g’ long life.to look :forward:
~to does not in any way change this dege%ﬁ:‘ate stage of capitalism,
“ It is ‘ghown in GorbacHev's first statement wheny insgtead of calling
“upan Stalin's namé; he stddenly’likened ‘the 'current Mrdtreats” o
~interndticnal dompetition to ‘Lerints. introdudtion ofivthe -NEP e - : .-
- gonvehiently forgetting-that-Terin ‘never tried to-say that was So-
cialism, but rather ‘that the retreatito capitalism was-temporary. -
‘which the NEP was. = -~ " - - T T T ;




l.arch 27, 198%

Dear Friends:

L et e

That the WSU Archives sponsorship of the harch 21 events
—- the gpecial lecture and the exhibit that will continue for several
months -~ has truly initiated a new stage for Marxist-Humanism's or-
ganizational growth, was seen both in the 200 who attended the lec-
ture and the multidemensional character of that audiencey from
Black workers, men and women, to VWomen's Liberationists, white as
well as 3lack, as well as students and professors. We, ourselves,
learned a lot from the audience, which allowed us to extend the ex~
hibit itself in the reception. Thus, I asked the photographer to
take 'a picture of me and Effie, introducing her as not orly the widow
of Denby but as author of two chapters of Indignant Heart. Thus,
Terry Noon was also introduced and photographed as she handed me her
hand-crafted bound copy of the page proofs of the new book -~ and
that.copy is now part of our Archives, Thus, Detroit, which worked
hardest in preparation for this meeting, sold no less than .;105 in
1it as well as distributing the pre-publication order blanks for the
new book, Their direct follow-through with 1it tables near the
display case will continue' throughout the next period. Finally,
the exhibit itself will be expanded by WSU's consent to include a
bicture of Harry McShane and his Introduction’ to the 1970 British edi-
tion of N&F, with this caption: . "Marry licShane, known throughout
Britain as the 'last of the Red Clydesiders,' was a leader in Scottish
workers' movements since Wbrld War I, In the ‘early 1950s he broke
with the Communist Party and founded the Scottish Marxist-Humanist
Group, helping to bring. Duhayevskaya to Britain in 1959. Today; at
age 93; he still views his 1971 Preface to the British edition of

Marxism gnd Freedom as his most important work."

The April issue.of N&L now going to press will include
both my speech and a full description of the Exhitit and the events
of March 21 by Eugene, as well as pictures, RVs, and ads around this,
Indeed, the special ad for the new book will open the way for our
follow~through in the May issue.

S What ﬁay seem a ‘totally different subject -- the assign-
ment for Lou to write the Lead for the May N&L on South Africa,

which is in the process of an actual civil war - is, in truth, an
indication of the unification of objective and subtjetive in Marxist-

Humanism, as seen in the two-way road between Africa and the U.S,

For that matter, a truly new event has occurred, which
takes the form of the letter I have Just received from Roy in the
Bay Area, At first glance, it appeared as if he was in a different
period because the subject of his letter was Philosophy and Revolution
which was issued in 1973. 1In truth, it was all within the context
of what we have focused on ever since the last Convention, in the
section of our Perspectives called "Not by Practice Alone,"  which
was singled out again and further concretized on Dec, 30, and Jan,
27, -All was brought to a climax in the March 21 meeting, A xerox
of Roy's letter and my answer to him (which I will write in a few
days) will be sent out to each local. Indeed, I think I will propose
the creation of a new bulletin on the ramifications and prevarations
for March 21, which will include, in addition to this exchange, Jim's
presentation to the Detroit local on the Dec. 30 Expanded REB,
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So many events happened directly before harch 21 and
directly after that that I can only mention brisfly what was re-
Egrtﬁd to the REB last night as "Communicatione and Ongoing Activi-

esg" 1 . ‘ ‘ ' )
1, First, what-.you may already know -- Neda's interview with
me, published in the Chicapgo ILitersry Review, which we can use
widely. , } s ' o
2. Lou's review of “We Are Sosses Ourselves" in-the Black
Scholar. ; which we will use with Humanities Press itself, to show
how widely our audience ig and how we help them, .
L 3. The trips now, planned are Bugehés 'to’ New York April 6y
Raya to Illinois Circle April 18; after that, Olga's trin te Utah
and the West Coast. ’ ' . s
Lk, Franklin'e letter toc Science for the ‘Feople appears 1ln
their karch/April isste, Franklin made sure to mentlon there both .
the pamphlet on the 1949-50 Miners' General Strike and to rive the -
full address of News & Letters, It represents a breakthrough to the
scientific press. .. ' S
- 5, Eichelleiand Terry will go to. Seatfle in June for
a VWomen's Studies Conference, where they will focus on tHe new boqk,
"~ 6, The addition for 1981 through today of dur Index for
Raya's Theory/Practice Columns, prepared by Michelle 18 ready to
send out to all and|copies are enclosed.’ I . s
. .. 7. Copiés of the .additional pages for our Archives Guide,
which. introduce. and |1ist the new Volume XI, just donated to the
WSU Archives -- "1981-1985, Dialectics of Revolution: American quts
and World -Humanist Concepts" ~~ have been’ gent out. |

SO

Finally --Mike reported on the"Introductory Note to the John
Dwyer Collection" ‘which John wréote accompany,the new donaticn he
has just made to the WSU Archives Library.. We have put it on the .
agenda Ifor the next REB. - R '

Yours,

Raya

‘ foday is the day. the-Detroit local was to be able to pick up
copies of the viden-tape of March 21, which we wil;:ye sending-

. around. for all to share..
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DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION: AMERICAN ROOTS AND MARX'S WORLD

HUMANIST CONCEPTS

by Raya Dunayevskaya

I, Introduction: Archives and Arciiivists pp. 1-3

II. The Excitement of Becoming Trotsky's Secretary -~ and the
Break with Trotskyism pp. 3-6

ITI, The Marxist-Humanist Newspaper, dews & Letters, its worker=
editor, Charles Denby, his autobTography Indignant Heart: A
Black Worker's Journal, and the pamphlets moréers Battle

utomation an erican Civilization on TrTal pp. 7-

IV, The Trilogy of Revolution -~ Marxism and Freedom, Philosophx

and Revolution, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's laberation and Harx 8

Philosophy of Revolutlon.  The ﬁn;cEaInIng of the Dialectics of

RevqutEon: AmerIcan Roots and Marx's World Humanist Concepts
pp. 11-23

Talk to be give March 21 to Wayne State Univessity Archives of Labor

and Urban Affairs, Detroit, Michigan




