‘ Nl\i‘th“zl,'r 19&5 z.’:.ecture, whicha the vayne. ‘
sity najepihrchivesiis: arranging for me, with7ta whole' morths devote
to an exhibit of a representative portion of the body of ideas we
call-Markist-Humahisi*, 15 ans hlstoric: first!--"but quite taxing fo S\
ma ..~ Hol. can:q poesibly. 'ccwer the rangmof a. half cenhzry' oﬁu wnitimg ;

of cmestiona and discus'sion, and a third hour for aarecept:.on? k
: no ! R £ I A AR LA ST .'r-'n‘ =
Take, fori examplwe, t’ne: queation of the: m:chives ot T r@eldom, D__
have a2 chance, aven in a two hour talk, to do more than simply point
~ to bur®rchives. Guide’.i - Holr,. I repeat, can-T ‘solve’ that problem, es-
i specially when what:I:wbuld like. to work out is rot. ‘onky:{the: :balk but
© actualiy:rhow tor projectuour Body of Tdeas'in a single? Fulletin,. ~When
I remefibered. that oQr.Natienal- co-Qrganirzer,: Mike',~ hal vovered '‘muchi:
of the Archives ©ollectioh’ in substantial form in'the- classes ' we- ‘held
lastr Springy I declidedithat:T would-like that:included: in: .thef bullegin \
we want to: issue » 01+ FYE” 'a'an. 2T talk on "T‘he ‘Dialec d.cs of Revdlutian
"and ‘Women'g.Libe ; L actus 5 i) N
a1k, -asl Ti-dave!
'g.a whicl}’ was; vide

'. o 13T SO mau-wlnan‘ﬁaw, PRURER
it r"".Having' mﬁe'.thata‘r&eqision, Ia then’ falt strongly’ that} t¥esey
special bulletinlyr :Mad Lhrmindi fhiour Bedy ofiTdeds aleo had) ‘Egoinsia

« fl

hﬁ:as. -é'seahlis}ibd by) 1yl at ou’m ve

Ll sepavafet:phildoedphy kom pectica; but @
X5y, phib @

- Maraﬁ —Hulna:hi.sb:‘organ randr-ta;msg:gm
S mé to work out the first o at becanié the "trilogy of revolution" ~-
‘n!l- Marxism and Freeéi: from IET6: Until Today.  Therefore, I think it
4(13 quintessential that my "In Memoriam" —- which covers the entire
period ELrbm ithe very Eirst: tme’ I et :Denby: "in ;1947 ko thes wery lastr
L writidy heidid:Eopnthat 1983484 News - and I.e&ter%é Hfnttofi —~ -should:
; &"incl-"udear Y1~ ariyoveradly witw- 6F paper; 'plilosopHy anﬂhor!ganiszatd.on.
.g’ ‘EFelt ‘duch+d: butlabinishould: then aled indtude: the' Convéntion raport
X'off "Newsl & Lettars as’ THeory/Practice"; ‘given at - Suxr:1984+85. tonvan-+
Hon' byl Eugehe ? whom Cha¥lesDenby ‘had eskedl ‘to! come  tolDetroits- tcfnba
> Chef Lmani'o¥ Ehe. "Philosdpﬂic—'l"dchnical Committee whemw wé: decided: to:.
becc:ameFJ “E2 . pa’ge paperl T witaw o e st e nabg Ty ~""‘“‘

uq.r J HE :' 15280 g\"tr;u IIANLY :n‘ﬁf LETY e -'-"'""‘:"51-":’: fl"D‘J" v ; Jl AT & ja ._)

= ave been published on Intdk'nat‘ional ' Womagh' g Day,v '1985. v;.!ra.wam" eapai-
prially anxious for this because it is the very first time I included N
WO contrihutions f.b OIga in a ‘book for the first time totally dayoted’




-

revolutionaries. Because this is a most important step in our devel-
opment, I felt tiw2 bulletin I have in mind should include the Essay
from the ‘new book by the National Co-Organizer, Olga, which summed
up a whole decade of ‘Jomen's Liberation since it hecame a Movement.

o e Y .‘ . - . { .\ I N T R A - . .
A » -t ‘r A LA st o .,c"—w’ LR B o . :
b T et "\-'"(ﬁ"'-’ © 78 ¥his will have in this gpecial- Bulletin a Rlack produc-

‘tion worker-editor and the two National Co-Organizers, as well as .-
-the Chairman of the Philosorhical-Technical Committee —— all. in a -
single bulletin which will project the integrality of philosophy, -
revolutionary journalism, pamphlets of the voices from below, as well
a8 both the books and activities of our ‘ofganization.

: " I will be proposing this special Bulletin to ths REB at
our meeting this Monday. You, of course, will get the Jan. 27-Feb,3: .
‘apeech, . which 'Olga is now stencilling, as soon as it is rae',-:}.;' L o
should be. able to mimeo it by the; end of next week. But,-{F z
7ﬁ§’é:z~ith'my proposal- for the' special Bulletin, the pagas-freu—wil

é_e,t/v ¥il-not:be sent out with a cover, That will wait until it is../
‘dncluded ‘in the full bulletin .Y have described. here, which I would .k
wish' to'présent .to ‘the Archives on March 21 in Detroit, - and offer A%

. fom 'sale everywhere so that an overview.of our work: is:--aontained, 4,

{"a’ ‘single bulletin. ." For-that -lecture on March 21 FAS. R aR\ for | 1y

--the. new Volume we will be.donating .to.the -Archive;(,zmé?f/t-he - fou

yearg from' 1981:to 1985, I:am proposing:the titles: DTALECTICS OF .

- REVOLUTION:' AMERICAN ROOTS :AND WORLD HUMBNIST 'CORCEPTS.: i:f

TEWHT o i LT :

. e e SARSS e m s ettt P e peee | A T
edEnlids tio¥ow willithear-£rom me: againi-afterithe REB:.-meetipg-igtprn-ﬂ::
Wd! send -out thenREBi :Minutes:-and:the- Letter of the 'Week,  which: will:: - ./
alsoiinciude the' Editorial: assignment. for.March. issue. and: ‘a-'prelimi-- ‘Q)"N

oo seimain ) e e N AT IR S U7 A T S T S R Bt

[ ‘nary: weportion :the:search: for a Convention Hall- for Labor-DPhY. .«!fia-

Y

’u‘“ TEad T et i S TR Yours, o RAYR - i Tuie nt b iy .
VM\L 2l + ST Y S PR NS U P B L T el saa it oM
*he "exhibit will iinclude news clippings: and- photos: from .what they-;
Wills call the MRarly. Years," -including-one withigun on guard dutyte
:for :Leon; Troteky diuring the year 1937-38,:when I -was Trotsky's -Secresr
¥ary,: translator and guard .in Mexico. - Even..thgugh. the Marxiast-Euman-~
ietnAxchives Bpecify -that. the documentation..of State~Capitalist.Theory
: r‘pnd:.ﬂgmiatdnmnaniam-e beging - in 1941, the.material. .actually.includes:.
much earlier material .such .as. the,correspondence with Trotsky... In—
~deed, 1t includes material from the early 1930s.-~-. 1932, .to be..on .
pxact, when I became business manager for Trotsky?s Russian Opposi-
tdon: Bulletin;(the underground edition was :-s0 tiny,- one: needed a f
apecial reading.glass.).. ; It wes that..decade when T gold: the idea:- -
ofi'm Trotsky Axchives: to Harvard Univexrsity.: - - (- A e e
YA ! RO & /I : . : Tt SRR TIY A WCEE N T Cho Jromer 4t
: /) ’“):Lﬁ . 'écl,
% &

4 gﬂ/ “




February 6, 1985

Dear Friends,

The 3-21-85 lecture which.the WSU Lahor Archives is arranging for

. Qo LAl ¥ Tl
me, with a whole month o géntative portion oﬁAbody of ideas
of Marxist-Humanism, along w1th plcturea ;s is a historic first but quite
taxing on me. How can I p0551b1y cover the range of a half century/
vritings and activities in am one hour presentation, one hour of guestions

and discussion and a third hour for reception?

Take for example the question of the Archives., I seldom have any

chance)even in a two houf talk>to do more than simply point to our
¢ S
Arhives Guide. I repeat, how can I solve that problem, especially

. temere! Lo et o et s et
when what I h&ve—-in ming is not alone the +alk but actually how to

project our body of ideas in a single bulletin. 1’({hen I remembered

a——

f"hat our national co-organlzer Mike had covered much of the Archives  :

L v
ollection in a-memwe subtantial form ta o in . the ¢las _é we -
Voot D Len~icer Lo R

qheid-in the Spring) I thesefore decided that)together w1th4@tj;fzz85

,talk on ‘the Dialectics of Revolution and Women's leeratlon. I—ean .%ﬁiﬂﬁ

Imotudethat- m%“'&"“u? et Fotwae P A ¢
5 oy But I felt strongly.iha-laek/iﬁggigg%%%gggl1stlc organ, News & Lg;j ;g_ ]
‘Elj niltha%—hcﬁy"of*ideas. Not only have we nevef separated nhllosophy fhmm E
practlce, but/%ruly historic and philosophic first was established by

B us at our very first conference in 1955 when we decided in the very
}}same motion to have a Black production worker as editor of this Marxlst-
L b oL whad _blearnl— :
A Humanist organ ana me to?mrk out the first o\,@he “frilogy of revolu- )
tion. Marxiem and Freedom from 1776 until today. Therefore I think ig, 43
== The n it J-#L_ A
is quintinessential that my "In MemorLQm.fﬂwhiCh cOVerﬁAfrom the very '
firet time I met Denby in 1947 to the very last writing he dbd for

the 1983 -84 News and Letters ConventiBhﬁFﬁSﬁld be inc uded in this over
Y aqueh O Ol LEL 72‘0\

hf all view of pé%r. philosophy and organization. It a so /?g
- swoe enclidl +z€¢a v
T W _the W_weﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ- convention report

uhm—tm-wmgiven at our 1984- 5 Convention by Eugeneowhomi Chngles-'-




2

Denby had asked to come to Detroit to be chairman of the Philosophic-

Technical Committee when we decided to become 12-pager, .
. i anindhen

lWhat w8 wanted to include in t 3-21 lectirelwas g~

Day, 1985, I was especially anxious for this beci@se it is the very :
fb% £t that IMC&(.{ Azt ed CEYL Er Prme falian -—:ogr' QPM.JQJW !
s ime a i

Gembined 0lga be-meme-withmine in'a boo ,<totailly
devoted to ourselves, and not{dfust giving a Marxist-Humanist analysis

. X c2LAS . .
of other revolutionaries, ’ “this 18 a most important step in our develop~

D olt Po Lirels vl benet v penis Shontif A Ceicld Ao St dg, “q;'
ment’ the National Co~Organizer, O0lga, Wﬁgp a whole

decade of Women's Liberation since it became a Movement, We thus will ;

v

. . . . : “zae o

have in this special Bulletin a Black production worker/'\and the two Natiodnal
oY . 3

Co~Organizers, as well as the chair’{%f the Philosophical-'l‘echnical Comb ittee, |
all’in & single bulletin which willgﬁroject the integrality of philosorhy, .

w—\s)below, as well ag both
7 AN DU “—u’d’a_@g

revolutionary journalism » pamphlet

oice
books and agtivitirgg‘_ _9{,,_%;%rganization.- ~dgm* I am prop'ous“‘ing

itle MQM\W lecture @3-21-85, the four years, _

- . o Pk enninl, y _ n
wmmwiemme i RWDIALECTICS"

OF REVOLUTION; | AMERICAN ROOTS AND WORLD . HUMANIST CONCEPTS,"

I #ill be proposing this s special bulletin to the REB

e,

& meeting this Monday. You, of course, will get 1/27 speeph)

.. which Olga is now stenciling.as soon as it
R TWE BE A Gipne 2 i ,
“énd of the week,\ But 3,411l not

L Y L & [E R-v:Fyyey
st section

ary b e

- all the material we will he adding to‘ K :  -
~ of which I redid for video 2/3/8s, metﬁ—m et Apvonkbkddll
m«i‘m ' MM 2400005, (v dteu it fre e ) Loridt ge g T

resent ¥o e Arc 1ve5a?ad~wg}1 offer for sale so that an
P o)

. overview of our work is contained in a single bulletin, loe

.g.z e You will hear from me again after the REB meeting when I—ﬂo%
I' "'_the REB Minutes and the Letter of the Week, which will also have on

- its agenda the Editorial assignment, and the first report of looking

16551 |
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for a new convention hall for La:

el goenss s ',w,u;j

with gun on guard duty for Leon Trotsky

during the year '37-38 I was LT's secretary, translator and guard, i
b gl frecamantonben
olieetion ;

B Event though 'Efﬁ%’lﬂarxist-Humanis‘t Archives specifi(# \%he c

of state-capitalism apd Marxist Humanism begins in 1941, i

© Naetragd _ s Nnetorole
materia x includes boreespondence with Trotsky -end—in

“p—

. ol2g Y 0 " L
L %f'the"'ea"rfy "195‘69- 1932 to be exact, when I became business ggmnt

for Trotsky's Russian Opposition Bulletin (the underground edition :
s Prad rcopioccefien
and—Lon—the—Ffirat -

. onld . .
was so tiny as—to need/a special reading glass),

@me sold the idea of & Trotsky Archives to Harvard University .\ _ 72’-2
L - —
coyers all the new translations I did from

Marx's untramslated.orks ( and I'm not referting only to the
| h, much more I did fgr just the Tendency)as
; : Lenifi‘s

- well as JukRls Abgtract of Hemel's Science offIogzic.




February 11, 1985

Tos TLocal Organivers
‘Re: Feb. 6, 1585 Dear Fiiends lettnr

Co e -, . ) .

Daar éolleagues-

s

The reason you were asked to W1thhold reading the Feb: 6 letter

a

until this “P 5.“ could be read ﬁirectly ‘aftar completion of the read-

ing of the end_of the second paragraph on pagé’ 1-was to''assure’ the

1

removal of the loose ekpfession'“heﬁ'EOnciuéion‘On ‘Urichaifiing «the ' -

PR . X

Dialectic'“ and thus to correct the historic~bhilosophic ‘recoxd. :
¥

'Firsﬁ{'rﬁerE'iE?hotﬂ{ﬁg'"ﬁé&" Jﬁ‘iﬁ 19'85 % *+Z in‘the unchaiming

of the dialectic, which s;gnalled the 1953 bixrth of Marxist-Humanism.

A ‘

The word "new", is a SDecifl?, ‘diatectical, Hegelian-Marxian, . -
‘. .- EE T TR R .. i.. L.

philosophic category, which sighifies a higtoric first - in Hegel's

concept, that of a "birth-time of history“- Marx’ unchained it, -not- to-

deny its revolutionary-critical nature,’ ‘Bt to deepen it by uniting

Dialectical Philosophy 'with Reality. For bur age, T gaught, the link:

of continuity thh Marx, and freed it from the vulgar:materialistic-

vl ‘. I
Y 1

jcowmunist post—Marx Marxi s"grip,'by unlockzng*bhe ‘gpacificity of -

S T foe

_ the post ?orld qar II era as an age that re e'f@d‘e‘"moveﬁent'from s

rfl

"jgprsctice“ as well as from theory. (See the very first bulletin News:
& Letters issued in’ 1955, which contained both ‘my Letters on the.

‘=fhbsolute Idea of Mav 12 and 20 *and my tianslation of Lenin's Abstract

P . . .
e TR N . s L

of Heqel 8 ﬂcience of Loqic.

Even before the May 1953 Letters, it was the first’ translation'.of

Lenin B Dhi1osoohic Hotehooks and - Ty commnntar{es ag I sent that

'frahsiation to CIRY thbt iiefted him philosophically that I was’ movh3:

ing beyond where he left the Dialectic in his "Nevada Document?” on ..




: e
Hegel.. That was followeﬂ by my activity in an actual Miners' General

cerike in 1949-5¢. RBoth philosophically and practically v unchaining
of the Alalectic was climared in the gpecifically most dxrr1cule,

¢inal section both of Logic and:ogfﬂind. It soon was to "coincide,

bf no - accident-whatsoever,,di:ectly with the HcCarthyite and FBI listw
ing of the “Johnaoﬁ&?orest Tendency.” -f° fe; as PLRJ was concerned a11

this:laidﬁthe"philosqphic}and.practical ground for hlS physical break—

avdt -

up of the" Johnson-Forest Tendancy, beginning,,fzrst, wzth the legal

.t' arers

apsconding of our paper, which, ,was then called COrrespondence, and was

praceded hy-hiefredallfrom-Caliernia_;o piﬁhsiderof our “official“
philoébpher; Grace Lee, who had. greeted those May 1953 lepters as:
: 2 -

oy think that.these notes represept UL Philosophic Notebooks,

i

compapable £o: those ;of VI in 1918 ~ . .

Gttt T e Lol e e
" ~ipB.the erding-of-the very £irgt, chapter of the very fxrst bodk,_
“Mafkism“end|freedom,.d;sclosee,. when e, we;e free from the Johnsonite
1ree£fiét£6ns;,énnaoand hﬂsnﬂsohnson;peq“ todk the absolute oppoeite
"”r&éd-fcbm?ﬁhatnofﬁ“y:eddie Forest" JRaya,anegevskeya).‘.Where, for ;

‘me, khe philqsophic ground was. to meet the challenge of our age’ 's

LY T

Hﬁsolutea, ag.well -as, the challenge of Hegel's, CLRJ 8 directlon was

o

to escape aé'and'i,don't:mean.only todxngland, but from any need to
teight against the MaCarthyite~FBI: 1isting of our Tendency C
secondly, once the 19508 ended with the revolutione both in East
Eurcpe and in Afxica,. and -we -began to record the new voices of revolt
internetionally as well as.in. the U.S.., especially Bladk America, ye
found- that the. ISGOq +hagd. 2180, brought to the newly—named paper, Hews

& Letters, one who could:not. distinguieh the difference between me and

4

16554_




- 37 . ., | .
Herbert Marcuse at the very time (1960} ‘then Marcuse revised his con-
ef .
cept of the Dia]ectic in 2 new  praface to his 1941 uork, Reason and’
B - 1. o ’
Revo1ution. mhe 19603, in a vord made clear to ‘me that the 1850s8' -~

.r.‘_

breakthrough on *he nbsolute Idea needed further concreti*ation. o

had to plunge much deeper into all of Hegel's major philoSOphic‘ WL

wofks than had ever been done before."Whether‘ﬂelville did or 'aid" not
think strictlv pthosooh:cally, he certewnly created a“philosophic . .

Poetry of "thought d:wers" It ook me £rom 1953 t& 1973 before *’
P .‘..-.I R '

Philosonhv and Revolution from Hegel to Gartre and frOm Marx to Mag™

..,. L 4L e ST - .,
P . ‘ ST LR T Doy W - -

_worked out anew "Hegel's Absolute Idea as New Beginning U the Cedse’

less Movement of History and Ideas as i'entitledudhaptér 1o O

-

- v " PR 4 . s . .,. .
'Philosophv and Revolution. ’
R R A L . et .

In the 19708 a bourgeois academic Hegelian singled out the “

. " . r
T;Erec*ee chrase. “unchaining the dialectic" as the c?imax of his" cri—

tique of my work. Here is how George Armstrong Kelly "exvressed’ ‘i

?fself- "For the comolex lin?age of culture, politics and philosophy’
| v T " Fa LIRS T S ¢ .
within the matrix of 'abso1ute idea', Mne.nunayevskava proposes to
‘.'. oA . e i
aubstitute an unchained ﬁialectio whi ch she baptises 'z\bso'lute Method,

Nid

‘2 method that 'hecomes irresis*ibke..because our hunger for theory

R
. . -

“srises £rom ‘the fota’:ty of the present globa1 “erisis' (p. 239)."
.ln" ot et .

My reply to Ke)ly s crit:cue in the new 19%2 rntroduotion to

J I

‘fPh51osoohg and ﬂevoiufion 1sn't what marks the second stage of 1y

;,original contr:bution.' Rather, the persistence ‘of dissatisfaction con-

-
LA 5

tjnued with me unti1 I worked out the 1984 A5 Perspectives Thesis for

-f ot it a

our cOnvention. the last section of which I called "Not by Practice .

h?cne" All this came fo a c1imax at the Spec:al Expanded REB’ Meeting




on Dec. 30, 1984.

TheXe I began using the expression “Dialectics of Revolution"
which I Jiad used for the Syllabus for the series of new classes rela-

ting,Perspeotives to.Dialectics. Even that aid not seem to satisfy

ma, 8o I decided at that Dec. 30 meeting to concreti?e further. in a
and Overview

B

to the new boock: “Jomen's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution:

very specific, Hay, what I presented in the Introduction

[

Reaching for“the Future. Where, in the qyllabus, I had reversed the

y -

title for the . lecture T was to give as the final class, in order to

Ve PP

ahow that it isn t only fomen 8 Liberation but all four forces of
R .v.,.. . =

e

revolution, on Dec._30 I traced six dialectics of revolution through

t - Chl
R IR . v

the Introduction and overview.

: L] . .
LTS FL A T T

then I deliveréd the talk on Jan. 27, I wae 80 disturbed by the

B e ““
L 4

u:;-,_f.reondition of my throat that x ' decided to rntapn'th fin- section on.

the Dialectics of Revplution on Feb 3. I hope this makes it clear

. thak: nothing,,absolute nothing "new“ reversed what was the apex on S

Jan.-27

AR . S P R R . . .
. . - ,

. One final word —— my god I shou]d have learned never to say that

. an, historic first which took more than three decades to achieve can

be summari"ed.in one. word or one septence, and can be narrowed into

1
ser Lt

a parentheais,-- the -rord “new“ should never have been used in that

[T LR S 2,

Feb, 6 letter.l TE certainly doesn t begin to express what is required

of Harxist-ﬂumanists who are, serious about the need to grapole w1th the

.-"‘.

- . @islectics of revolution ‘expressed in that phrase,.“Unchaining the

: fDia1ectic.": Indeed, I would 1like to say, that thetruth of the Dialectic.-

"fcontrary to the existential mystification of the "ndventures of the

\j71Dia1eotic" demands the hard "seriousness, the suffering, the patience,.

5._and the labor of the negative Yours, Raya

‘ . .




