FIMPTES OF REB NEETWRG OF AUGUST 1, 1984

- Present: All, plui Mary on way to Mew York; Jane as sitter-—in

i Acendas T, Marxist-dumanist Persvectives, 1984-85 (with form :-.eor:ani..ud) Vew
Classes=to=be, and Mew Hook=-to~he, as Ground for Rootin~ the Center in

Chicaro, Mationally and Thtemationally ~- Raya;

II. First Issue of Mews & : Letters from New Center -~ Bupene

] " IIT. 5% v and futupe weetings

Before the announced arenda was actually taken up, Raya hep-an with two spacial
points: first wag the announcement that off our tacks Auz-Sent 1asué had carried
S . both Michelle's review of RINLKV and Terry's critique of OOR's (described in.the
o first paragraph of the Tetter to the locals of Aur, 2); second was to note that
this first meeting of the RER 4n new Chicapo ational Office was taking place on
& memorable date -- the day in 1944 of the national.Polish uprising acainst the
Yazis while the "Red Army" stood outside the rates.

TJ. Raya called attention to the fact that the reor-mnized form of the Perspectivesg
bering with the very title: Vvhere hefore we have always said “"Perspectives" and
took"}.arxist-ﬁumism“ for eranted, this time we are svelling 1t out. It was this
vhich permitted us a slightly shortened overall title:s "IHF MOVEMFNTS FROM THEORY
AS WELT, AR FROM PRAC.TCE VS, THE GREAT ARI‘IF]'CER. RQATD REAGAN, FOR WHON THE YHOLE
WORWD IS A STAGE on which he rolls back the clock of history on the Black Timen=
sion, labor, ¥omen and Youth, as he drives for wor‘ld war," :
. Where the f‘lrst tyo. su'b-
headings remain eractly as eiven’ at the Convéntion, the merrer of the” third and
fourth sections 4s by no.means a technical térn ‘onlys 1) The orlcdml ITT, which'
‘ now becomes a subsection of "Not hy Practice Alone" has a s1liphtly A4 fferent ttt‘le
oy ~~ "he Wew Seuse of Ohjectivity: The Theory of State-Capitalism and New Forms. of
( Workers' Revolts." [Ihis creates room for a more detailed way of showin;r how often

during the lone life of State-Capitalist theory we reached the Manist-ﬁumanist
rhilosophy, first @s early as 1541, whan T completed the analysis of state-capital-
13m tased on the statisties of the Five-Year Plars and already quoted from ¥arx's
Essay on Alienated labor in my article on "Jahor and Society.” 2) 1943-44, a . ‘
most crucial year, directly related the new lahor revolts in the U,S, to the Re- - b
sistance Moverment 3n Furope, so that.the Miner's General Strike and the Black Up- 5
rising in Detroit and Harlem as well as the Zoot Suiters in California - were seen
as not sevarated ejther from the revolts in Europe or the uprising in Madapascar
which DeGaulIe massacred,

The second subsectiqr;. tho_ugh its content was delivered
alnost as 48, had no title as an actual subsection, Tt nov does: "Jhat was Marx's
Dialectics of Rwo‘[ution to the Post~Marx Farxists of the Second International?” .
iou may recall that the section 4n the Executive Session which was entitle: "’.«’hnt
ever Happened to Yarx's Critique of the Gotha Prorrami" 3s exactly vwhat 4s develop- Lo
ed here in a newer form still. Ihat 1s to say, T am now talkinz not only azainast j
the retormists but .stressinz that even the revolutionaries -~ and . I'm talking ‘sbout !
the rrést revolutiocnaries of the Polish and Russian 1905 Revo‘l.ution «~ had not" ‘.

dislcatically rooted themselves in Marx's dialectics of revolution, It is’ "true ;
that the adminitrative mentality of sntellectuals, even when they were mo'lution- i
ariss, first became fully visible 4n the State-Capitalist are; 3t had actun'l.‘ly P
characterized the Second Tnternational. Recause the revoluticnaries were wnawire P
of it, somecne like Trotsky could ' refuse, at.the 1907 Congress, to discuss the . b

nature of the 1905 Russian Revolution, demanding, like any ‘prapnatist, "not & pabe
fast, tut a prosrem of action." Tt wvas only after the outrisht botrayal.in 1914
that Lenin due into the Hewellan dlalectics as & Marxiat rqvo'l.ut:!.mary. working .
them out as State and Nevolution,  Tnsofar, 43 our lendency is concemed, you. wﬂl
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note in MEF that because the Second International had not put the nature of the
Russian Revolution on the 1907 Conpress Apenda, T declared it to he the bepinnine
of the end without waitine for 1914,

You wiil note that the final two sub-sections
of Papt ITT are likewise transformed, That s to say, what was the climax -- “The
Absolute Method, the Unchained Dialectic" =- now precedes the final subsection,

"On the I‘hre-nhu'l.d 1950-531 The Relationship of Abstract?Concrete." That is of the
esgence, firat 1n order to stress that the "Absolute Method" iz not the end but

" the methodology of the whole, “iecond'l.y. even in the transition period, 1950-53,
as we were reaching toward the breakthrouph on the AT as a movement from practice
as well as from theory, it is prscise'ly that which motivated us as early as the
¥Mnera' General Strike to work out the dialectics of revolution, That is the char-
acteristic of our new pamphlet which makes inseparable the philosophy from the
activity. Ti 4is that also which 1=z to characterize our activity in all support
oommitiees, be that with 4frica or Latin America., And it is that whieh bhad me
develop the question of Marx's'hew moments" on the relationship between techno-
lorically advanced / technolopically beckward countries , which we called the
"trail to the 1980s." -

. In place of the fantastic claims,made by some who have
recomized "new moments" in Marx's last decade, that the "new moments" are a_break
from Merx's Marxism, T prove that it's a development of Marx's Marxism, by citing
Tirst, that in the Grundrisse, 1 857, Marx first developed the Asiatic Mode of Pro-
duction, what we now consider the Third World, There is no way for anyone to use
the excuse that the Grmmdrisse had .not become available until our are, since so
crucial was the concent of four, not t three, forms of himan deve'lopment. that
Marx summarized that in his Preface totha Critique of Political Foonomy, 1859 4n
a passape that remains the most famous to this day on historical materialism. The ..

. Perspectives quotes' the footnote in Cavital 1867 4n the sectionon fetishism, which

' anticipates what he will do in the Etlmological Notebooks by calling attention to
the fact that the whole question of pre-capitalist societies must be. further devel-
oped, I there hring in the who'l.e idea of the distinetion between Fngels and Marx
in the last decade of Marx as Enrels unilinaarly develops it in Oriein of the
Family and Marx multilinearly develoves it in the Ethnolopical Motebooks . In a
vord, 1t becomes clear beyond the peradventure of a doubt, that lonp before ejther
the B or cur RINTXY made a caterory of the "new momente", it characterized the ,
whole of Marx's Taprxienm, In the Perspectives, it is further developed, not Just as .
phﬂosoﬂ;y/theory but the practice 3n such current events as our activities ir“the = -
supvort commjtiees,or the activities in relationship to the current sub-drive, or

.what are our new pamphlets -~ and I'have extended the three to four, That is to
sdy, T consider it of the hichest importance to view Terry's mini-~mini namph'l.et on
Eleanor Maix in Chicago as 5ntozral. to our new 1984-85 roots in Chicapo,

“You can see how h anproach the final section on "Orranizaticnal

Tagks" and how that relates to why I {transposed the Absolute Method as preceding
both the tra.nsitional period and the oreanizational tasks; 4t is that -ection that
bezins: "Ihe body of ideas comprising arxist-~Humanism is rooted in the new post-
war movements both from practice and from theory. Marxism end Freedom, structured
on thé movemeht from vractice, and Philosophy and Revolution, tracine the movement
from theory, were not only worked out while deeply varticipating in all movements
of the new ave of revolut ions, be 3t the 1950s or 1960s or 19708, but were equally
rooted "in ‘the past, 1.8. history.  In a word, the period was the whole exvanse of -
the modem world that bepan with the mdustria'l. rgvolution == Andeed, we called the
Very f'l,rst mrt of VEF 'The Ape of Revolutiona ~= Thdustrial, Political, Economic,
mte'l.leotuat." T¢ is 4n -the orqanizat‘lonnl tagks where I show that hy totality,
in which we root all our work now,we have to hold ‘in the back of our minds not only
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..our Perepeciivss, which traces the body of our ideas, not as an ahstractién, tut

in the concrete, btut alsp the Yet-undeveloped classes~to-be and new book=-to~be..

As T put.it 4n the conglusion of the Perspectives: "Because dialectics is the de-
velopment out of the internal, the self-development, 3t 4s not possible to make an
8 priori statement. ‘Thus, thouph we know that the new bopk-to-he will, "in penerall
relate to Women's Liberation, tut ty ng means “Just" Women's Liberation but, as
always with us, that seen as Inteeral to the totality of Marx's Marxism, the point
i8I cammot now cite any outline of it, nor say how i1t will affect what T call my
“mini-tours" next year around the book=to-be," :

.. .. . TRaya opened the _'di'scusslicn on her ‘Presentation by roine over the
ejosht eonorete Convention motiong ». and extending the special thanks of the REB
to the entire Tetroit and Chicapro 1locals for allowing us to accomplish the first,

our move to Chicepo,so quickly,




Chicago. Illinois . , : Aupust 2, 1984

Dear Friends:

From our new home in Chicago of Marxist-Humanism -- or where-
ever you happen to be —- run to the closest bookshop and buy a copy
of the Aug.-Sept., igsue of off our backs, and turn %o p,26 through p. 2€
where you will find a magnificent review of RLWLKM by Michelle
Landau spread over 1% pages, with a beautiful picture of Luxemburg
and ‘sharp subheadings like, "Not a Feminist Per Se," "Nasses In
Motion", "Fractice To Theory," "Challenging Ground;" and on the
other 1% pages, you will find, wonder of wonders, a plicture of Marx
himself, 1ln the fovm of a letter "hare on Raya D, (irom a reader)"
which is Terry's lengthy analysis and critique of their failure to
have taken up Raya Dunayevskaya's challenge, with equally memorable
gubheadings such as "Don't Forget Raya", "Who is Raya?", "Farx and
Feminiem,! and "Engels # Marx." And don't forget that so concrete
are both of these, that even our new address in Chicago is listed as
where you can buy the Praxig article (50¢ plus 30¢ postage).

. The point now is, what are we going to do with it? Surely we

mugt create a speciaml mailing list to which this will be sent -- do

Please send in your suggestions, Secondly, how will each one uge
this with the sub drive and geheral certacting in their locality,
and what letters will continue, either to other journals, or

- at conferences and so forth? Use your most creative talents and
let us know., It is the first time we have gotten a review in a
Eopglgr gournal and there is a way to begin relating it to the new
ook=to-be,

- I'm sure all of you already wish that the next Convention were
-Coming soon so you could see our new office., Allow me o whet your
appetite further by explaining what great talents Marxist-Humanists
- have, especially in the persons of Steve, Dave and Nick, who “made
:..0f their hard manual labor the moast beautiful creation of library :
space that match up to the contents of the Marxist-Humanist worke on
- display. We offer the most greatful thanks to' them, and to the
whole Detroit and Chicago locals that truly put in yeoman's labor
v to got us moved so quickly., This created the possibility of:havihg
our first REB meeting last night, at which there was also presént
Mary from the Bay Area who is on her way to NY, and who was so in-
tensely at work on the PFerspectives.that we will actually be able
'to present them to the organization in 10 days,

As you know, the first 2 REB meetings after Convention revolve
around carrying out the Convention decisions. Ios Angeles is es-
. pecially to be thanked for having gotten out the first bulletin,
Eugene's report on News & Letlters, and we're foing ‘o ask them
- whether they can also do the Organization and Black Reports bulle-
. tins, which will be sent to thém in a week; they should have them
‘out by the end of August. The last of the reports to be isgued will
be Mike®s summation of Convention proceedings, and that will ‘be

ready by Labor Day.
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. The other sreat news of this, our first month, comes from.
Detroit. The contradiction in that is.that, on +the one hand, it
was a thorough’ surprise. and even falsification, and on the other
hand, it can create very new openings for Lou in the Black world,
especially in Detroit.: Here 'is the way this all developeds Jim
called to say that, .to their surprise when they turned on WDET, they
heard Lou's voice in that last debate he had with Vaughn at the Afro-

American Institute on the Garvey papers, .But instead of being as it
wag actually delivered, it had been edited.by Vaughn to make it ap-
pear that he, had been interrupting Lou with his commentary through-
out the-talk, and. Lou supposedly never answered him. The truth lis
the exact opposite, and not only do we think we can make a "case"
atout this, but the point had alrendy téen made ntout the immact
mads by Iou's talk, that he had already been asked to give a talk
~on ‘the Black World as straight. Marxist-Humanism and the REB is now
deciding that .ILou, should return in August to Detroit for the Afro-~
American festival to give precisely suc¢h a talk,

.. Now then, here was the agenda for the first meeting of. the REBi
I. Marxist-Humanist.Perspectives, 1984-85 (with form reorganized),
New Classes-To~Be,. and New, Book-To~Be, As Ground for Rooting the
Center in Chicego, Nationally and Internationally, (1) Carrying
out the 8 Convention decisions in that contéxt, plus (2) View of
process, -locally today andiin.in the near futures II. First Issue
R -of N&L, from, the New. Center,-- Deadline,.assignments, briéf view of
e oo paper as a whole and announcement of first PTC meeting 11X, G&YW and

. PFuture Meetings. ' '

C As you can ‘see by the agenda, the subject is way too lengthy
and. important to just summarize here.. The.minutes will be sent to
‘ you in a few days and you will no doubt schedule a discussion on
© .. them, - The point. here is. that what you were already informed of last
. week, that Parts III and IV of the Ferspectives were merged, is by
no means simply. a technical.term, First and foremost, it is that
__..;%he whole, philosophy "No% by Practice Alones The lMovement From -
" ‘Theory" becomes .the ground for. all our activities, practlcal as
_-well as theoretical, .and-theory, too, is not separate from philoso= - -

: f7?V$;““ -~ phy, Thus the transformation of what was.originally Part III ~~

weirnne'Theory of State~Capitaliem, the. New Sense of Objectivity ‘and Two

= 7 Klnds of Subjectivity", becomes the. first new subsection below .
Part III and instead of the phrase, "Two Kinds of Subjectivity”, we
Ammediately. ‘turn. to .what actually was the truth in the 1940s, i,e,
“New Forms of Workers' Revolts." I call attention to the fact, for
example, that we were meeting this August 1, on 'a very historic date,.
the very first day of the historic. 1944 Polish uprising -~ which.we
didnét walt.for the 19808 to gelebrate, but celebrated then, in 1944,
A new subheading was also made for (2) "What Was Marx's Dimlectles

. . .of -Revolution to the I'ogt~Marx Merxists of the Secord Internatlonal?

Finally, subheadings (3) and (4) were likewime transposed, .so that
wvhat was the final section, "The Absolute Method -=- The Unchained
Dialeotic” will now precede, by no accident whatever, since that 1is
{t0 be the principled ground for all our theoretical and practical
tagke, from the point of transition, 1950-53, to the very latest
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congideration of Terry's mini-pamphlet on "Zleanor Marx in Chicago,"
as the 4th of the new pamphlets.

Just wait until vou get the full minutes of the report and dis~
cugsion, and begin relating it to what you're doing locally. The
whole thing will be kicked off with the first new issue of N&L from
here, which will initiate the subscription drive. It is this which
motivated the brief report by Eugene. First and foremost is the
deadline, AUGUST 16, Please obey it rigorously.

Zugene tris iy reported that the lend would be brief excernts
from the Perspesctives. The 3rd spot on page 1 will be the announce-.
ment of the sub drive, within the context of the Marxist-Humanist
Perspectives, 198485, new classes-to-be, and the hew book-to-be,
The new PTC will have its first meeting Aug. 8, and since it is the
first, you will get:the minutes of that meeting so that you will
know in detail what ig being planned and what you can centritute.

1
It would be ha#d to summarize the hectic first month or to
“predict" what we have to do. What is clear is that the ramifi-
cations of those Convention decisions, whether it be on the sub
drive or the syllabus for the classes-to-be, or the new book for
which I have not had a free second to turn to, will also undergo
their own self-development, And because it is imperative not only
for the publisher, who is putting a lot of pessure on me, but for

what we ourselves are very anxious to achieve, to become at one and
~ the same time, more concrete, more collective, and more comprehen-
i’ sive, I will heve to disappear for a week, Therefore, instead of
, - setting the next REB for 2 weeks firom now since we always meet
eve 2 weeks (except preceling conventions when we meet every
.- week), the next REB will be held Aug.21 and this will make it pos-
***="gible for Kevin to join us at the Center.

Yours,

Raya




C

1981}-85 PERSPECTIVES REFORT
bv RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
National Chalirwoman of MNews

and Letters Committees

THE MOVEMENTS PROM THEORY AS WELL AS
FROM PRACTICE ¥ys.

THE' GREAT ARTIFICER, RONALD REAGAN,
FOR WHOM THE WHOLE WORLD I8 A
STAGE - as he is busy trying to change his tone this
election year, which does not hide his actual drive for world war

and-his rolling back the clock of history on Black Dimension, ILabor
Women and Youth

I. THE IMPOTENCE OF THE SUMMITS, THE INTENSITY OF NEW
LABOR .STRUGGLES. AS THE BLACK DIMENSION ILOOMNS EVER
HIGHER ' .

IX., FROM MANAGUA TO GRENADA, FROM EL SALVADOR T0 BERLIN,
FROM AFRICA TO ASIA -- U.S. INPERIALISH'S TENTACLES -
(and those of its Allies from Great Britain and France
to Japan) EXTEND T0O THE PACIFIC AS WELL AS THE ATLANTIC

.III, THE THEORY OF STATE~-CAPITALISM, THE NEW SENSE OF

OBJECTIVITY AND TWO KINDS OF SUBJEC'I‘IVI"I'Y ‘

“He who glorifies theory and genius but fails to re-
cognize the limits of a theoretical work, fails like= .
wise to recognize the indispensability of the theore-
Xieian., All of history is the history of the struggle
for freedom. If, as a theoreticlan, one's ears are at-
tuned to the new impulses from the workers, new ‘cate-
gories"' will be created, a new way of thinking, a step
forward in philosophic cognition," '

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today, p.89

'IV, NOT BY FRACTICE ALONE:; THE NOVENENT _FROM, THEORY
1. Abstract and Concrete:s On the wnréshola, 1950-53,
and Other Transitions at Historic Turning Points

.2. The Absolute Method, the Unchained Dialectic
V. ORGANIZATIONAL -CONCLUSIONS |
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Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 1984-85

THE MOVEMENTS FROM THEORY AS WELL AS FROM PRACTICE VS. THE GREAT
ARTIFICER, RONALD REAGAN, FOR WHOM THE WHOLE WORLD IS A STAGE -~
on whjch he rells back the e1ock of history on the Black Dimension,
Labor, Women and Youth, as he drives for world war

.

I. THE IMPOTENCE OF THE SUMMITS, THE INTENSITY OF NEW LABOR STRUGGLES,
AS THE BLACK DIMENSION LOOMS EVER HIGHER

11. FROM MANAGUA TO GRENADA, FROM EL SALVADOR TO BERLIN, FROM AFRICA.TO
ASIA — U.S. IMPERIALISM'S TENTACLES (and those of its Allies from
Great Britain and France to Japan) EXTEND TO THE PACIFIC AS WELL
AS THE ATLANTIC

IiI. NOT BY PRACTICE ALONE: THE MOVEMENT FROM THEORY.

He who glorifies theory and genius but fails-to recognize the limits of:

“a theoretical work, fails Tikewise to recognize the indispensability of '
the theoretician. A1l of history 15 the history of the struggle for R
freedom. If, as a theoret1c1an. one's ears are attuned to the new im-"
pulses from the workers, new 'categories' will be created, a new way
of thinking, a step forward in philosophic cognition,

‘ Marx1sm _and Freedom, p.89
The New Sense of 0bjectiv1ty° The Theory of State—Capitalism
and New Forms of Workers' Revolts.

. What Was Marx's Dialectics of Revolition to the Post-Marx
Marxists of the Second International?
ThéfAbso1ute Method ~- The Unchained Dialectic

", ..our edv is a birthtime, and a period of transition..."
Hegel, Phenomenclogy of Mind, p.75

On The Threshold, 1850-53: The Relationship of Abstract/Concrete

"Every emancipation is a restoration of the human worid and of
human relationships to man himself."
Marx, The Jewish Question

“IV. ORGANIZATIONAL TASKS




