Daar Kevini

Whether or not you meant it as n way of diplomatically
caln Anne, the way she reported yowr telling her since nothing
is definitive yat, you really don't know whether Lt h NY or Ch!..
you are "assigned go".tho poi.nt ls to know poat itivel

' T8 coRl, and yes, you

"mmrrﬂs v \geD " $ToR. & univern
ely, ‘ r your own self-development at
thh mgo of "tr:llogy of tovolution" live at center in Chicago.

Which is why-«1 do not mean the why ro/you alone but all
of mp==in giving my abbreviated report to REB 12/20 I began it not
with the organiszation move dbut, lst and foremost, that trilogy of
revolution sven when the centerpoint is M&F so that both as embryo
and process as well as practicing dialectios in a way that new
objective situations, each ons of us can analyss the lateste=that
I began nmy talk with new classes.it the same time I gave history

of Chicsgo lador from time Eleanor Marx, 1884-86, developed both

labor and WL in Chicago, and asked Terry to place it in framewerk
of 1984-86., It is very hard ig praguatic Americans to face
dlahcticany any year, nuwh/| ~of 100 yra.

& ot wolsty ng- o .l.!-.r.e hoth because she is evidently
on m to 'ucation and mpore. importantly I must have 2-3 daye off
to work out all the ramifications I can for Jan.l, and besauss
I'm taking advantage of the fact that 1t is with Mike that ehe

“had the outdurst and will be in a nrindlffmnt Lranework WO-
- I would howsver wigh you talk with J

and Ines bBacmugse we will
want to seriously consider NY, The hops that each ané every loeal

. and even mhar-at-larg:nfot through those 8 classes dn‘gg_

enbarking on each one's versality as well as self-deve pmnt.

Bugene will probably Begin his journsy to Chioago

early
' Spﬂns and ‘I hope others oan touporu et sane time. Imdividual

reorgunisation is always hardest,; not o hecause m 1ike:
-N! and alrsady have a phery, hut 11uo;ﬁc s OXB how
1 long -goneratised dialectic: "All revolutions, in
soionces no less than 1n general history, originate only in this,
mt the spirit of man, for the understanding and com hon-ion of
hingel?, for the rowsessing of himeelf, has now altered him
categories, uniting himsslf in a truer, despsr, mors inteinsic
relation with himgelf,.*
. Your's, hurricdly.




_Handwritten nots from RD to AJ, to be hand-delivered before Jan. 1
Parsonal 12/18/83  3:30 aM

Dear Anne -~

Since T oamnot sleep == and in any case ¥ carnot reach you;
You've probably left for a much needed vacation -« I decided to write
You this most political-philoscphic note in & personal way, which
please do not shere with anyone.

To grapple sericusly in a2 deeply dialectical (vay) the izpera~
tivencss of the center's move to Chicago, you need to be
‘avare of the feot that T will not live forevor, That sounds so blase

thntyonhiymdormukoa catagory of it.
Tie truth is the usual disdain for 1ts all-tco-familiar nature

which keops cne from its concretisation. I cwnnot afford syoh over-
pemi13arity wits : . .

pod is ny nspmubnity as U.S., founder to M~#, beth as. phﬂ.oaoplm- ‘
to create that philosophy of parmsnent revolution a8
‘ang” “perscnificstin® of loceles in so' e0lid & manner that no
“wil. mn],tuhm I an no longer arownd. (I am-in great health .
_thﬂ 16 no plnfliul mtnon po.'.nt!nz to thothn- phniul mta.

'l..". Dt tont r : »
Admlmt ﬁo 1ooate vhere cmtnm torbe<Chi. was
‘;Mm -md cnlmuauuboutmdappmd

Tmtﬂmvu!monp tothlt tmofmtim
61 n-ormiutien snd aim -~
.5 Yours

Raya




- being the eve 6f our” ' :
R :wl.ah She title had. stregsed thc name of that oity, oF even the:
.. 20et theat 1t 1sy

Mar.zo, 1554
Dear Dave:

This is the 18t day I've had “froo' since meating my
column desdline and all other tasks of clearing the deockh for
wotking out the Convention Call to which Chicago is mo central.
Singe it is also the eve of the last of the classes hsre, one
sentence from the last Convention Call struck me suddenly as if it
woere somothing new when, in fact, 1t relates to Part III of RLWLEK
which is over 2 years old. Nevertheless, the reason it struck
e as if it were new is that I wished to cancretise it in the
context of Chicago. The sentence htself expressed the fact that
in oxrder %o undcrs d the book fully it was imperative to
realise that does Part III, "Karl Kerx--From g Critic _
of Marx to the r of Capital to the theorist of thofruvolution

in permanance” inform th £ the booky~1.e. sa Luxemburg,
disclossd the ch cauped.
n the US which, » helpad .

“Women'as I-lbmtlon—-but b 4

!ho reason I°d like to concretise this in the context
or ‘Chicago is when something becomes a result it doesn‘t mal
~ the process. .Take, for ex,, such a siaple thing as the sautux:
‘heading of Terry's.amsay on "Elesnor Marx in America”. I wish 2
“had heen titled "Eleanor: %' . «* It isn't dus to it
gk im‘ugil that surely hnﬁa

pe afteri pure fact that Eleanor®s greatest moli'&;’-

~‘csmé in Chicago and that 1t wae the perfed of cclnbntqu R e T
: ket bBut the fact that she had also brought in the Wi, wlu.ch‘ o

wag not then the hpl.c. ‘shows there was moth!.ng in the air ln : ;

. a speeific -place whew Alnnixe qﬁﬁgl mf, L ]
svent Mgd happomd. Bus it 4 9th ¢, 1I°a tm almtt

Jﬂ.t now.

Nor &oes the whh to. eoncrot!.u that sentence u;b ‘
of Chicao due %o the faot that ¥4 or ever have been a Chli m
patriot; or even that I wish to make up for the fact that_tf:
for that move way back when finally we broke fully with len
and the mulmmumc elan in NY and decided to move to m
industrial city, to the midWest, as was clear enough when tho
%‘n que on waw a new typs of paper and worksr=editor I
| and stayed a jc. in Detroit. Ko, the truth is“doth | -
objective and 20th c. before over we were directly invelved, !ho
yoar was 1937, certainia very revolutionary yesr ==an outyiy
‘seeial revolution,Spain, and a revolution in conditiens.cf. 20 .
-~ -aw £imally we had an indu-tria). union, the CIO, _‘mun -
. my. 8¢ had come to a certain climax with hnonl.g. otzu . i
Seoretary. All this notwithatanding, the event :
that beesme mﬁml and internation in defeat-=the uﬂlc B9
Strike~~was subject of revolutionaries bdscause {t" nl. mt ;
Just o strike 4 woe nassacred, but that whieh dﬂe.'
‘#les and sets thair task, their gosl, their imme nead et~
~ practioe and theory., I Xnow wo as Trotskyists played up Biaf)
ae lnt.vieurihror lnh. and whioh led to the dissussions t,‘ 18
CLRJ==but the truth is that that which is not resorded 57415
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hiastoric developmente such ss CI0 or even g single strike when -

it, like the Little Steel Strike in the year 1937 cannot her

less space in Militant than "Teamster Union" in MPLS ‘because it

is our". (I have orally referred to it to show that when deed

can in no way be separated from what 1t means, I mean the impesrative

relationship to a stage of cognition.) 1T d4id ses that a paper '

that falle to catch objectivity as well as Idea misses uniquenese

of a workers' paper thaet is Marxist. The trouble was,(though I

did not then see what I would see in fact that Militant too was

. not what only Marx's Marxism, not Trotskyls,would mean by "meaning.)
the truncated Marxiem that Trotekylsm ltself was couldn't transform

that paper to be what NEWS & LETTERS BECAME, IS.

Now then, strictly N&L, strictly new in Chicago as its
home. Too much of Debrois is past, what it was rather than new
nzggfgggg it needs to undergo and new openinge it would open. I'm
talking of Chicago, not 1937, but since, with CD's anticipation
once he had completed 2nd Part of IH and sending out"scouta™ to .
Chicego, what it was when you met ¥-H both as local and as you
sxperienced rejection of ST and were looking for something new, .
something total, some revolutionary anticipation of what S
- ¥ould 49, and it'was join. You certainly have wide experience
. -and deep thinking ss Chicmago, as "have thumb, will travel®; as
i viewing the possibility of sub~center. Aind, please, don't thi

only proleterian.and leave out “intellectual” for though we. = .-

. ..., ooncentrate on industrial, on Black, on Latino, we.do.al;
" "Chicago as greater intellectual center than Detroit-=and
- without wsome "of the handieaps of %h% intellectual  centexr,

hle

“In fact, in'moving the center %o ago, Kevin too’ls mov.
‘which means academia will not be totally left out, for the

- ampects are inseparables, as is N&L as Theory/Practice. = -
. Do please begin thinking of your contributiens to the
- pre-Convention discussion, In fmct, I hope you'd comment on’ .
" this brief letter before walting for Perspsctives., T
) | Yours,




" not de falt 80 heavily sas to hurts we then discussed NY,

Dear Mary:

. The "lst-time~ever whenaver the 2Znd part oi top was aver
uged and it is not for frivolous purposea. Rather 1t iz because
the mbject I'11 raise, though extremely political-philosophic-
organitation, is raised is so totally an informal way and indeed
I not only am showing it to no one, but I don't really have set .
viows. Rather I need your attitude, your advise, your perspactive
re organizational putlook for as far away a place as New York
at a time when 1t is s0 tangled and yet so crucial for bdoth the
new stage and a certain generalizetion about the past thet I
felt, though I e nsking you personally as well, that your all-
round knowledge of the specific people and place that I they msy
finally have set views<decisions-perspectives, So, here goes

storys
You know that, though I*ve always put/&% top of list,

and not only*culturally? I hardly conslidered it a success for
the people gardly hed that all-sided pol-org'l-philosophic that
such a d!.fﬂcult place ag Manhattan demands. I bhelieve you know
it from daye of Greeman and, though all too ﬂox.tblo. uas not
flexible in the ganse needed of: wing how, a% one p_tims
how to listen the voices from below AND HEAKR M7 NG
. which s not to be subordinate to either uah\oah_qr_ acadui.a.
' Whether we_ssnt John & Inez to “"discipline® Greemany or Anne &Ray
for WL & Black; or the new latino voices so great bdbut again no -
. substitute for Narxist-Husanism and if not "substitute® they

nevertheless-could not'te "equal to” but §=* -ists had to be
a'-'-‘ar- ‘o2 our uniquensss;- contrihtutions to x's . Marxism,. as.

"historic right to existence that comes with those who havc
-pcncd out Marxism for its own age,> O

. 'You slso know that d!.fﬂculties have been aggravated

not alons - ‘by. the Tact that the moat active in both academia =~ . .
and organisation,Xevin, is moving to Chlcago with Center,Rather, . '
- as the date of convention a aches, it ia not that which ig
.pﬂoowwlng ‘Anne but something, 1f not as vulgar as “"ssttling -
8C0ren", sless it is the moment of prossnt weighted

douwn’ by pnlt nthor than future that preoccuples her. 0f cou:.'u.
- shie ‘wants help: ~-And of course we agree and have been trying to- -
think“ of it not just quantitatively or even qualitily, but so
' that there is rio division of any khd bet., phil.,or org..
po u or unutivi.ty; etc.otc.ctc.

ur: name haan't ctoppad uurfaclng to my mind rrom m \
bnok chioam was. spelipd out as'center, with the nesd we need ..
the type of sublcenters  that 1o not just a new way of looking nt

a local; but truly near lml ‘0f Canter. IL I asked comrotoly :
for such a serious move; 1if I hesr from you directiy

I disdussed with Alan and-Peter how your dove from Biy Area u_oul.t

first just among a few but then with NY directly-=-nsy I have .-
your first gnd 2nd resctions bet.Call and Perapectives® dudum

Yours,

Tlua haan weitine. T maant wanting to write after I saw you dol.nc‘

%ZJd/bCJ e

_that BODY 01'-‘ IDEAS, that trilogy of revolu fon, ag 2o hhve R I




o respécts, The 2 with whom I have ongolng organlzational relationship ar‘é‘f-:l{'s in

y +,lence of the classes.

SR mﬁq_is packed fwith some sense of what I can contrlbute speclfically
" The only thing that caught me somewhat by surprise in your letter was not the

April 16, 1584

Dear Raya: ‘

What you raised in your letter on perspectives, NY and my involvement therein
ls of a serlous nature though now being raised “Informally." Even though I can't
reply to you with a fully worked-out response, Ididn't want to let yours go un-
answered until such a time,

Since getting your letter, what I have tried to conslder is 1) the new level for
this new period and 2)how that translates to a new life of NY as subcenter, Then
the 3rd point Is, how can I contribute. My view In the past of what Ils a subcen-

X ter Is that Its meaning has often veen in the eye of the beholder~practitioner. In
coming closest to the mark, I think not so much of locals as of the work of indi-
‘viduals, such as what I judge Peter has achieved for W. Coast. Also in viewing
NY from afar it has seemed to me that Kevin achleved a certain “Interpretation’ of
NY as a subcenter through his activity on many fronts. iut to me the lasting foun-
dations in NY are centrally what your work, in-person and In-other-forms, has
established, and what is our history, and our roots, there. That to me ls the
footlng and directlon for the individual/collective work. .

: NY is hardly the same place for Marxist-Humanist development as when I was K
there., Despite problems of the NY history (where I Include myself In the transi- . - -
"tional period of 1969-72 though at the time I didn't know anything), it seems a most- ™ "

“AGrucial and propitious time for a new kind of Marxist-Humanist growth in NY. As

L ﬁ think of NY for thls perlod, my view is more“qf_'!"'whqt___i‘_s s to be done’\than of the

Y(past including the conflicts and'Jualities of great achievements but s&emingl
;,eomensurate growth.  Next to.Chicago, NY Is the local I have the least §
-as a local, although what the comrades have done there is unparalleled. in
‘and Anne, but that has never revolved around NY local questions. - S

.~ - Though I.may have.been concerned about NY "from afar" it Is a different:

"~ to try to take ln ona far'less generalized plane. I am_prepared to go aynw e

" question of different organizational relations, surroundings, responsibilitiesietc.

* but the speclificity of NY: what I had understood from Jan.l discus sic-was a’per-
- spectlve concerning myself and Detrolt, not NY, and after some Initial first reac-" -
“tions, that 15 what'Ihad worked through for myself especially through the-exper--

. Be that as It may, I'm ready to go whereever a Marxist~Humanlst body .of Ideas:
-is most needed and at this time that points in the dlrection of NY. I do not. judge -
‘that my leaving the Bay Area will make any fundamental difference, because. Pater .
, for'the W, Coast and-Allen for the Bay Area are the.. key people, and there are.a..’
1ot of creative, experlenced comrades in the Bay Area. So much tal ent as that
-be moving to meet the new level of challenges in the hard, critical perfod ahg
as will I, . : o

 What's the next step ?

Tl
B0

Yours,

y/ wf

T e e g




April 18, 198#

Dear Mary:

Congratulationst FPlease compare your sttitude many years
back when I asked you to movd to San Francisco to the attitude you
express in your letter of the 144h ahout 2 proisctsd movs o New
York, and you will have to o8 with me that, firet of sll, you
havs grown ten feet tall, and second you deserve oongratulations
for self-development.

Now, back from the helghts, to the conorate, the serious
propesed move to New York, which you rightly call "ths new level for
this new period” -- there is your Universaly; then comes the Parti-
cular ~- the translation of it into the meaning of K.Y. as sub-center;
and finally, the Individualization, not as Ego but as the way you
express it -~ "How can I contribute?  And that, again, not as any
"eaorifice” but as a working out of that international body of ldeas
called Markist-Humaniem, which you profoundly spsll out as "My view
is more of *what is to be done® than of the past, inoluding the
conflicte and dualities,,.”

The real point of New York ism to see 1%s hisvory from

the moment we declded to re-ostadblish N.Y. as s local. The ob~
Jective point wae that while it was imperative to abandon N.Y.'s
faoctionalisms, it was as imperative to re-establish it once wa

_had a ssrious, theoretical Alternative, not just on any single book
but on a body of ideas. That was especially important, not only be-
cxuse N.Y. 1s the cultural center of the country, but also becauss

. 1%, too, has undergone a great transformation, where it is not just .
either Hollywood or the thaater or just "culture® but the internationalk
Aem, and muah X2 proletarisnization., (What the Latinc Ammizrant

- workers are subjectad to now, and their revolutlionary nature, bear

a atrong resemblance to the immigrant East Buropeans of the 1920a,
when thelr revolutionary natwre expressed iteslf both in unionization
of everyons from garment workers to miners and in sotual BN revo-
lutionary organizations. S0 you see it is not just a question of
having a senses of N.Y. as a local, nor even ag.a mub-gcenter, but of
the -new stages of our organization right now, when we have three books
not one, when the new type of olasses we are proposing for next year
is not on a book but on Perspectives and FFLs «- that is to say, of
achieving the politicalization of philosophy 6o that gagh of us can

confront cufrent events as a Marxiet-Humanist anslyst. At the ssme
time, I do feel that Kevin has made many important inroads in academliim.
and that he will be able to epen doorss for youe o

I loved your expxession, deczuse it is not just ¢ ssion -

but sesenees, “I‘'am prepared bo go ore onod my dag is packed...”
Believe me, I understand just how difficult it is to oon e with

~-"Have Thumbd, ¥ill Travel” as 1f it were a permanent state. MNoreover,

- greatly SMRINSENEREr inder-estimate youwr presence in the

‘E:ypanu..' It ia soemthing I thought of very seriously. So much so

- thet when I was solliciting views from Peter on how to "msolve" the

" 'New York probdlem, zs an intellectusl was absolutely necessary who
wags At the same tinme an organizational person, and he suggsstad you,
1 444 not respond at once. I want to show you now the fourth page
of Peter’s letter that we xeroxed to circulate Bug without that page
inoluded. . You will gee that he had some good suggestions on how to
£411 the very fundamental lcss for Bay Area if you left. I will send
him, at the same time, a copy of this letter so you can begin to
‘discuss the whole question bdetween yourselves. By Convention you
will no doubt have a mors concrete idea of when it would be bast to
move == I wolild imagine it would be by Fall. I would want you, if
you do make that definitive decision, to begin writing to Kevin and
qnnna in summer. I do hope you can come two or three o befores the
Convention opens, because X will want to disouss in much greater de-
tail as well as in more visionary forms of what the futurs does hold
for Mafxist-Humanism in New York.

162z |
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May 25, 1984

Dear Mary Joan:

Bver since your magnificent report on the paper to the
final olass, you showed such a grasp of the whole expanse of
30 years of rsvolutionary journalism as well a= of the integrality
of its internationalism, with Lts philosophic ramifications,
that I have been thinking that you would bring to the column,
Xopep Vorld ¥ide, a new depth. Though at first we ware anxious
for it to include both Suele and Diane, thet ig the Black dimen-
sion, the fact that Diane will now be in Chicasgo and has takon
romnllbuity for Black, WL, and Youth , I felt that you are

,tho rlght mxl.-t—mmanist for collaborating on that coltnn.

: ﬂldnn in nmf ways a tnu 'lubcmtcr' ¥Yhen you add t0: that
yotn.- owu creative abllities and aon.ltlvity to world eventas; o

‘lhm l.u ne doudt in my nind that you will fulril this . new

St i

;‘n'ﬁb!.uty orcauvoly.




May 30, 1984
Dear R y

I don’t know whether the title of my talk at next week's
REB on leadershlp and elections--THE SELF. HINKING IDEA AND THE
DIALECTICS OF THE BODY OF IDEAS: WHAT I: NEW IN THE CONGEPT OF
LEADERSHIP-~givesany one an indloation of the gongrete(oconorete
in the Hegelian sense of conorete Universal) I intend developing
as this year's Perspeotives oalls for reaponsibllities of
loadorshilp in eaoch looal,

You know from P&R on as 1 kopt stresalng the Gramsolan
use, coptritution, devolopment of that most fundamental Harxian
oategory of Praxis that that was Preolsely what we tried pracotliolng,
vhether it vwas aotivity in mags wovepents, or deoclding on a new
looal in Uhi., whether 1t was developling that whole body of K-H ldess
or having a single member-at~large in Clncinnatl, The reason I
raise it novw 1s thet praxis, as againat practice, or even ocutright
aotion, includes an activity, the type of work that unites ocognition
with sotion, whether we are talking of the PTC, or local organlzer.

Let me give you one very, Yery serious example of misinter-
pretation in the old JF?, Beosuse we put 80 much stress on aotlon
and nevw a8 we were preparing for let conventlon after we broke with
SWP, we aent Grace td LA to be rewponsible for YWeat Cosst., She,
however, declded actlion was aotivity where the Tendenoy h-d nought,
and San Pedro ¢t the moment experlenced a militant masalve strike,
‘she promptly declared that thai is where we should really be--~lndeed
we 8l)l began lsughing at her as 1t bagan to sound like “"soolalism
in one single loocality and right on the spot--disregarding all that
also went 1uto aotivity snd the goncrete at that moment for JFT
where it, not San Pedro, could produce a new xind of paper like
the Correspondence wWe¢ wers preparing for with Detroit as the home
becauss gnother concrete--worker as sditor--was there, 8o 1t 18
not just the immediate concrete, but the concrste Universal that 1s
at stake at eaoh year's Perapectives. . '

This year's Perspeotives when the whole Qenter 1s moving to
Ohlcago and not only wlll Detrolt have to fend on its own as loocsl,
‘but both MY and the Bay Area, in different waysé6Kevin coming to Chl.,
and Mary to N¥--will peed to ahoulder new responsibllitles for .
‘loosl, organizershlp cannot be dealt vwith abstractly but individually,
 oonoretely, In the case of the Bay Area, outside of Alan whe is

. great as ocvdorgenizer but not the aotivist, .
' the way you Bpell that responsibility out will toll
a whole new story for it is not a mEmiux a matter of belng ordered--
eon far as I have alwn;s been conoerned, dlsoipline is &lther self-
discipline or 1%t doesn’'t wean a thing either for the individuel or

the Universal--but of yoluntedring, .

Do let me hear from you,
!ourg’

N AT




Octobar 30, 1984

To Neda, Chalrwoman Chicego WL-N&IL
(Coples to all WL-N&L Committees)

Dear Neda:

- Let me begin with the most exciting feature that at the
same time has the most immediate ramifioations in very nearly
the sams nelghborhood as you live, in order to strees the ‘ !
methodology of how to read when one is doing it for concrete & universal |

purposes , both at the same time., I'm referring to the book “
gl ins : men ihrough Chiopgo Higtory, and ite LMAIXAXN

P to you insofar as the author, Jean S. Hunt,
of the seotion on the "Hyde Park Tour®, who im a “Hyde Park
resident, teaches U.3. history at loop College, one of the
Chicego City Colleges,” mnd who tells ue in a most uncommunioative
title, "The Firpgt Generation of Academic Women",that we can find
twe murels about women (p., 66) that "when you get to Lake Park
Avenue, walk north one short block.XX There, just weat of the
Illincis Centrel Underpase , you will find *Women's Struggle’.
Somevhat deteriorating, this 1975 mural painted bylggﬁgig_ggllg;

- oxpresses the roots of the Womsn's Liberation Mowement... 'The
Undergroudn Railroadt depiote Black and white women working
together in liberation effortes 180 years ago. The mural then
asks us to recall the experiences of Native Amerioan Indian

. WORGNeso"

- Who would have thought either by the title “Hyde Park"” or
. by the subtitle "The First General of Academio Women,” much less
.. by another subtitle "Two Nurals About Women” that you would
S finally get something on Black women, on Indian women, and
#» indeed on revelution , sinoe it then goes on %o quote Margaret ™
Anderson’s L as baing one ooncerned with "art and
. revelution” and . would publish was nothing short of
JA¥ .7 %What I'm trying to say is that you ocan*t go by these
_tities and subtitles regarding the "4 Self-Guided Tours”, which:
- ‘were_introduced by the editor,; Babetts Ingelhart, in =0 bland a
" 'manner that I put down the following smharp question-marks:s 1-Where
" the heok is Black? 2« Whére is Chicago*s revolutionery and inter-
. amtional impaot? 3~ Why is Haymarket and Emma Goldman's particlpa-
‘tion, not to mention Elsanor Marx, absent? #4- Why is revolution
never mentioned? 5= And what about the ethnio and labar histery?
This oity, after all, was a bee<hive for all ghettos of 211 minori- s
tics, and ae revolutionary as any elty could be from "time immemorial.” -

Despite all mihqueationa‘and disgust, I deoided to read 1t.

And while none of these questions I raised have bean mentioned as
a oatsgory, and are nowhere listed as the subjeot, whioh s "~
alway® either on business women,or on education, or finance, with

= tiny bit on poditics, I nevertheleas did find all of those - =
.topios mentioned "in passing”. Which means that wg must know how - .
to dig, what to look for, which dates are important in the histery .. .-
of Chiosgo or any other place, and by being most conorote as well S

16247




-

-~ sm yaind wnmen e allals to our age, Baw e‘"‘""plﬁ; T bnaw

as v y % ind paral
that IT T looked at Hyll House and remembered Jane Addams, I
would be sure to find something on HHXX anti-war and, though
when I was a ohild I looked down upon this socinlpmervioce type
of work, I would find enough about sweat-shop conditions and
strikes and even ansrchism (whioh in thig oity has a magnificsnt :
history) to be able somehow to oconnect with what we are about :
. And sure enough, I did. So now I want to ask our ‘
comradesiwho has geen the marvelous murale "deteriorating” or
otherwise, and immediataly underlined not only "the Hyde FPark
resident, Jean S, Hunt®, to try to make personal contact or write i
a letter to regarding a "study” you yourself are involved in, QU
the new book that will eoon be published? But also, HMary
Ann Johneon , who is the administrator of the Jane Addamse Hull ;
House at the University of Illincis, Chleago, Cirole? And :
Merilyn A. Domer, likewise a Chicggo resident"involved in urban '
nigtory research with a focus on neighborhaods,” who: ai has
a beautiful pioture of Ida B, Wells and describes her fighting
the white F&MNN; b~ talks of Luoy Pareons, and we certainly re-
viewad the book on her; o= finally mentions Emma Goldman.

My peint is that right here in Chicago ~= but I‘m sure the
same oould be found in any city =~ we can £ind new opsnfings for
us- 1f we had a methodology. My further point is that if we
walt for the new book to be off the press, 1t will be altogether
too late to first MK try to find placds to review it. We
have to- oreate ground for 1t before it ever ocomos off the ress.

" . Let me give you ons other example of how both to MWK pralee
specifio authors on vomen's history - about what :
they have done, not in an"obstraperous® way but eimply by Yo~

~1n§n_hat we know something that has b;an‘k;pt out of history.

mobe

Thus, -in this particular book , " k Lo
Chiopgo Jim you can say that what 1s missing 18 theoreticians,
hilosophers, and not only because, in a different period, it

was not aecessarily visible, but because the 19808 view still -
dealt with it only as narrative and not as interpretation. Thus,
on Blsaok great ms it is to bring to life Ida B, Wells, there were

Black activities that never entered into written books but are: ..
aveilable as oral history, whether that conoerns Negro histery - -
¢r “educationsl

or radical developments from Marx to the IWW, | | |
forums” by indeépendent small groups . or for that matter, put it
in a question:  Did they know that some of the events they
govered had partlﬂtg@nta_who beosme leading thinkere? And

hew "little Bohenia” hers ocrossed over lnto the famous Villege .

in New York, in the revolutionary 19208,

Yours,

\ i
eSe idental need not only always limit §t %o ouraslveas; such

gﬂgphiggldag Jo%ga H;up n's Lghg;épgg;ngg'and pad T

sheir Orzanisationa oan be referred %o.




