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Pgraon1l 

Dear Kevin• 

Whether or not you meant it as a way of diplomatically 
oalaing Anne, the way ehe reported your telling her ainoe nothing 
ie definitive really don't know whether it ie or Chi. 

are the point 1B 

Which ia why--I do not mean the why re 30u alone but all 
of aa--in giving my abbreviated report to REB 12/20 I began it not 
with the organisation aove but, lat and foreaoe-., that trilogy of 
revolution even when the centerpoint io MAP eo that both aa embryo 
and process as well aa pra~tlcing dialeotioa in a way that new 
ob~ective eltuationa, eaoh one of ue oan analyse the latewt--tbat 
I be,.n my talk with new olaeaea.At the saae tlee I gave hietory 

of Chicago labor troa tlae Eleanor Marx, 1884-86, developed both 

labor and WL in Chioaso, and aeked Terry to place it in flnulework 
of 1984-. 86. It 1e very hard ta~.prapa. tic .AIIerioane to taoe 
cl1a1eot1oally any year, •uvh/j 1J1an of 100 yra. 

I';a.not r.i't!.r-&.to A!me both beoaup llhe le mdeltUy 
on way to yaoation and. lion. lll~rtant~ I mun have 1-3 dQii oft 
-.o work out all the raaitioatione .I oan tor Jan.l, and beeaue. 
I'a •ldng adYantqe of the. fact that 1t le with lUke that .U 
had the outburn• and will be in a ftry different f:l'allework Pl"ll• 
I •uld ~~itvu wlllh you talk w11:h John and Ines beoauoe. W. WlU. 
W1lrit • brlouitly oonil14er NY. The hope that and . . 1oea1 
.nc1. enn llelibere-at-lBI'«e pt thl'Ough tho•• 8 · · 
•ltal'king on each one•e unlvereality •• well •• . · 

· , Biapne will protta'bb begin hie 3ourney to Ohloqo ._.l.y 
SpriJII and I I!Or. other• oan lntereper•• at eaae tlae. ln.:bl4Ual 
norPnJ,s~.tion • always hardest, not only, Bill• 'beoauee. :m U~ .. · 
NY and a1fta4y have a ],eriphery1 but phlloiOphloalb, eanb how 
Hef:l lOJII.·qo ooneretl .. 4 dlaleoti. •• "All rewlutlo ... n•., in. . the .. 
.0 enoea no 1tisa than in pneral history, orlli•te oftl)'ln Wa, · 
tllat '1M IIPlrit o~ llaft, tor the underatandlJie an4 oo•i!Nileilsion of 
hlllitlf, for the poeeeeing of hlanlt, has now al,._.ea hlil 
oa1lt&Or1••• unltll'IC hla .. lf ln a truer, deeper. lion intl'inslo . · 
Hllltioll w1 th hlaselt. • · 

Youre, hurrie~, 

' 
', \ 

\ 



Pmanal 12/18/8) )1)0 AM 

lluP Aim~ -

S!Dc. r O&IUiot al.Np -- and !D An¥ osae I cannot rMoh ;rou1 
Yw'w PJ'O'babl;r t.ft tor a ~ llfld.cl yaostion -- I decid.cl to V1'1te 
7011 tbie 110et pol1t1os1"11btloaopbtc note !D • J?!£!!1!1&1118¥, vhtob 
ple&H do not 1b&n wttb 11'11-· 

To grapple aert0111l;r 1n a dnpl,y dtallctiosl (VB¥) t1w 1ape,.. 
'ti-81 ot ~ center' • 110ft to Cbic&so, ;rcu need to ba clobalJ¥ 
_,. ot tbll tcot tblt I will not 11.n toNYOr. Tb&t a0111ld1 10 · bla1e 
tbat 7011 ..., wonder wiQ' sire a ostegoJ7 ot it~ 

Tbe tl"'ltta 1e tbe unal dildatn tor 1t1 aU-teo-t•Ui&r n&tUN 
wbSob ...,.. iiM. h'Oit it. CGlONtUat!at. I "'!'!!0\ attord ne" 9!!!'­
fa•'''"t'H;:,nH tb! taote ol'.?""· 

IV NspondbUt't)' &a U.S. t01111der to H, botb &a ]lhUOiopber . 
tO -w · pbUoHP117 ot pe..-i111t r::!::~: aa ·· ·· 

ot.lord•• 1n •o· 1ol1d a 1 

1dlln I .. 110 lclii.-·&1'0111111. (I .. ,!D~ :m~~~U~!;,,G, 
~!1!~~1 ~--1,1!1'-•·-~~t!D, to ~~ .J 
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Mar.28,i904 
Dear Davea 
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r~:tiii; i~:e~i~i;t~t=~ihs~~ii!0 i~rt~:e~e!r5i9~~ec:;;~~em:~r~ 
las1 space in Militant than "Teamster Union" in MPLS 'because it 
is our". (I have orally referred to it to show that E!m deed · 
can in no way be separated from what it means, I mean the imperative 
relationship to a stage of' cognition.) LT did sea that a paper · 
that fails to catch objectivity as well as Idea misses uniqueness 
of a workers' paper that is Marxist. The trouble was,(though I. 
did not then see what I would see in fact that Militant too was 
not what only Marx's Marxism, no·t Trotsk:yis,would mean by ''meaning.) 
the truncated Marxism that Trotskyism itself' was couldn't transform 
that paper to be what NEWS &: LETTERS BECAME, IS, 

' ... · 

. . Do pleaae begin thinking of your contributicms to t~t. ·. 
pra..:~nvention d1aousa1on, In fact, I hope you'd comment. or( .. 

·this brief letter before waiting for Perspectives, 
Yours, 

,._-' . 

-~-- .. ,., -~- ···-··-· ~ 

.. . ,_ __ .. 



ft£1QDA1 & compltttly Informal 

Pear Marya 

The "1st-time-ever whenever the 2nd part of iop wa• e~wr 
uaed and it h not for trlvoloua purpoaes. Rather. it 1a beoauee 
thembjeot I'll raise, thou~h extremely political-ph11o80phlc­
organisation, is raised is so totally an informal way and indeed 
I not only am ehowing it ·to no one, but I don't really have set 
views. Rather I need your attitude, your advise, your perspective 
re organisational putlook for as far away a place as New York 
at a time when it 111 1110 tangled and yet 1110 crucial for botll the 
new stage and a certain generalization about the paat that I 
felt, though I a11 asldng you per80nally as well, that your all­
round knowledge of the specific people and place that I thtn may 
finally have set vlewa-decisions-perspectives. so, here goes 
story• 

You know that, though I've always put/U top of llet, 
and not only•culturally: I hardly considered it a for 
the people hardly had that all-aided pol-org• that 
auoh a difficult place as Manhattan demands. you know 
11:. troa I!Qa of. Greeman and, tho.!!£-h all too not 
fleXible .in the unae needed ofl(lp)wing 
bow to llet~ ._. the voices fro111 below 

.. wJilch h not to be IUbordliaate to e1 ther ~ aoadelllla. 
wheth81' we . nnt ·John & Inez tO •diacipllna• Greeaane or Anna &Ray 
~. WL a Bl:iclcl or the. new La~no voices 80 Bl'&at but again rio 
.~b~t.u'tlt 1'~ .. Mal'xl~lfllaanllllit and if no •aubatitute• they · 
~leaac.oould not ··be ~equal to• but late had to bit 
~.·of cur ur.ique.'lesse eontr!l!Ut!ona to . s• s .. JlarXllllllo,· ~a , 
.lli.Uii :that BODY OP IDEAe,· tliat trilogy of revo u ion, aa to.-~Ta. 
~artorlc ri&ht to exlatence that co11es with those who:Julve . 
epallltd out llaril• for ita ·own agei) · 

. You alao know that difficulties have been aggravated . 
not .alone bJ. the' fact that the.111011t active in both acad•ia ... · · 
and OriUisat1on1 KeYin, 111 aoYing .to Chicago with Center;,bth&r,,. 

· as ~.~te o~ ,!lpJtYantlon approach••• it 1a not that w~.,. 1lli · · 
~!.OQI~ .~ .but IIOIIIathing, if not a a vulgar as "Httllng 
11400re••• :'~~•11• i:t 1s the lliiOaent ot present weighted . . 
down 'bJ'·•n zoather than :tuture that preoccupiea her. Of cour .. 1 
lbi 'Wilmti ·lielp. ~·And of oour'ee we qree ahc1 have been trJini; to . 
tlalnln,f.;U:.not juat quantitatively or even quelUI.ly, but 80 
.S'UIJ. ~'"th~!l b. ftl'. 'lli'V'laio,n of any 1414 bet, phil. ,or org., 
jOIHi~·'~l': 118ftil1t1v1ty, ·=··=··=· . ~:".~:··~··: .-~~ .. ··-~:--·~--~~"-"' ....•... .__";:~~-_---_ --~- ; .... ~ .... :.·-:: . 

· .. · .,(!~F ~' ~~.!,~ ato"'.t ,,urtacing to ~ .lllnd from way 
back.~~ . .-•. •~l.~it~ out: al!li"g~n~J::• with the need we need .. · 
the trpe·o~ nbOCen~~· t .. t ~- not 3uat a ~ 'iii8Y of loolcing at.: ... , 
a loo~li, ,ut ~~l-~naar 1. 8T8.1::o~~~.enter .... .u :1; 11.~ed oonoret. . ely .... · .· ·. •.:.; 
toi'·.IIUOh a.ear.ioue IIOT81' 4·• aft•t,I hear ma :V"'U dil'eetly .. · '· ::,, 
I cllecijiead w1 th 'Alan' and~iii' Y ..., :vo@" ~"' ·fioa ··!Q .Ana wollliF~ , ·:':'\ 
not be"~•lt ., heavily as.~ hurtl,.if we th!ln dieou ... d NY, ··.·.·.·. : :.J 
first Jlin aaong a taw but then witli""NY dlrectly-•BQ I han. << ,··!.;: 
JOur th•llt 1D4 2nd reactions bet.Call and Perepectins• daadlJ.fte~ ..... ,, 

. ; '._ . :...· ...... 1 

'. ,. . . :~;:f.\ 
To ... '-•" _, .. ,,..,.. T ..... nt -ntinR to write attar I saw you dow.:•:,.··.,-,:·· 

1.8~~·i~~;~ 

Yours, 



, ~,/ Aprll 16, 1384 

i·""l"'~·'··"·' Dear Ra ya. 
What you raised In your letter on perspectives, NY and my Involvement therein 

Is of a serious nature though now being raised "informally." Even though I can't 
reply to you with a fully worked-out response, I didn't want to let yours go un­
answered untll such a time, 

Since getting your letter, what I have tried to consider Is 1) the new level for 
this new period and Z)how that .translates to a new llfe of NY as subcenter. Then 
the 3rd point Is, how can I contribute. My view In the past of what Is a subcen-

.;t. ter Is that Its meaning has often oeen In the eye of the beholder-practitioner. In 
coming closest to the mark, I think not so much of locals as of the work of lndl­
vlduals, such as what I judge Peter has achieved for W 0 Coast. Also In viewing 
NY from afar It has seemed to me that Kevin achieved a certain "Interpretation" of 
NY as a subcenter through his activity on many fronts. jjut to me the lasting foun­
dations In NY are centrally what your work, In-person and In-other-forms, has 
established, and what Is our history, and our roots, there. That to me Is the 
footing and direction for the lndlvldual/collectlve work. 

NY Is hardly the same place for Marxist-Humanist development as when I was 
there. Despite problems of the NY history (where I Include myself In the transi­
tional period of 1969-72 though at the time I didn't know anything), It seems a most ·· 

·.'l;..:(:ruclal and propitious time for a new kind of In NY. As 

I 
I 
l 

I· 
I 

' ! 

. ' 

, d.J. ~hlrik. of N. Y for. this period, is more 

...... WVP?s~ Including the conflicts ~~~~~m~~~~~~~~~1~~~t·;! · · .·,comensurate.growth. Next to Chicago, NY is the local I have the least 
' as a Iocal. although what the comrades have done there Is unprtalleled 
. ·. resp.ects·. The 2 with whom I have ongoing organizational relationship are···~ ~el!;l,!)o; 

·and Anne, but that has never revolved ·around NY local questions. ' 
Though !.may have,been concerned about NY ''from afar" It Is a 

, ... ·. to try to take In on a far· less generalized plane. to 
· EVce my 6a.q_ls pac!rea.jWith some sense of what I can speclflca . 

.. . Tpe only thing that caught me somewhat by surprise In your letter w~s not 
··question of different organizational relations, surroundings, respo.ns1or.m:1es~.E~tco, 

but the specificity of NY: what I had understood from Jan .l dlscusslcn was . 
· spective concerning myself and Detroit, not NY, and after some lnltialfilrst reac­
tions, that Is· what I had worked through for myself especially through the.exp~~.:.. . .·•···•;o_;.,·.•r. 

,lence of the ciasses. . 
0 

. :!\:· . 
Be that as it may, I'm ready to go whereever a Marxist-Humanist body .cif ideas.·· 

.is most needed and at this time that points ln. the direction of NY. I do llot .. judge ·. . '""' ., 
that my leaving the Bay Area wUl make any fundamental difference' because Peter ""'""'"' 
for the W, Coast and Allen for the Bay Area are thL~. key people, and there. · · ·· · 
lot of creative, experienced comrades in the Bay Area. So much talent a·s 

:be moving to meet the new level of challenges In the hard, critical period ahE~.a.d 
as will I. , 

What's the next step? 



\ly ,j 

' · Dear Mary 1 

April 18, 1984 

' Congratulations! Please compare your attitude many years 
back when I asked you to 1110v• to San Pranchoo to the att1 tude you •Xl'N•• ln ,your lttte~ ot 'th! 16th ebeut a ;:o:~cC'twd ·.v-;w to Nww 
York, and you will have to qraa with me that, t1rn of all1 you 
hava poown tan :f'aet tall, and second you deserve oongratulationa 
for ealf•davalopment. 

Now, back from the heights, to the concrete, the serious 
propoaed 1110ve to New York, which you rightly call "the new laval for 
thia new period• -- there ia your Univaraalt than aomaa the Parti­
cular - the translation ot it into the meaning ot N.Y. aa aub-oentar1 
and finally, the Individualization, not aa Ego but aa the way you 
axpraea it -- "How can I contribute?" And that, again, not as any 
"aacrif!ca" but ae a worldng out of that international body of ideas 
called lllartist-Humaniem, which you profoundly spell out a11 "14y view 
1a 1110ra of 'what 1a to be done• than of the past1 including the 
oonfliote and dualities ••• • 

The real point of New York is to sea 1"8 hlnory n-om 
the moment we decided to re-establish N.Y. as a local. The ob­
Jective point was that while it wae imperative to abandon N.Y.'s 
taotionaliBIIIa, it waa ae imperative to ra-atrtablillh 1t once we 
had a sarioue, theoretical Alternative, not just on any llingle book 

· but on a bo~ ot ideas. ~at was especially important, not o~ be­
cause N.Y. ie the cultural canter of the country, but also becauae 
!t, too, has undergone a great traneformation, where it !a not 3uet .. 
either Hollywood or the theater or just "culture• but the intarnatio~ 
!l!!!o end. muoh «! proletu!e.!'l!z:tion. (1'/hat the Latino 1==1e;ra."lt 
workers ~· IIUbjectad to now, and their revolutionary natura, bear 
a etrong resemblance to the immigrant East Europeans of the 1920s, 
when their revolutionary nature expraaaed i tsalf both in unionization 
of avaeyona from garment workers to miners and in actual revo-
lutionary organizations. so you sea 1 t is not Just a quanion of 
having a sanae ot N.Y. aa a local, nor even aa .a BUb-center, but ot 
~e·ft8W stage 'of our organization right now, when we have three books 
not one, when the new type of classes we are proposing for next year 
1e not on a book but on Parapeot1vee and PPLs -- that is to say, of 
achieving the politioalizatlon ot philosophy so that .IIWl of ua can 
oon~nt out'rant events aa a Marxist-Humanist anal.Jat. At the ...... ·· .. 
timet I do teal that Kevin haa made maey illlpona.rt inroads 1n aoad..U. 
and .-..t ha will be able to apan doortla tor you• · · · 

:r loved your ••••alon, 'baoau• 111·18 not 3uat axpreaaion 
but HHMeo "I • m prapartil 11o so anYWhere onu my bag b packed ••• • 
Jlalieva ••• I understand juat how cU.tficul t 1t ia to continue w1 th 
"HaTe fhUIIIb, Will.'l'raval" aa if it ware a permanent state. Moreover, 
you sndly . . . . . iadar-aetimata your pr .. enoa 1n the 
~_, .AI'aa. · It .18 · aoamthing I thought of vary aariouely. SO much eo 
that When I was eolioiti~ vine from Pater on how to "aolva" the 
fttw York pr:oblem, All an lntellactual WBB abaolutel-1 · neC881181'Y WhO 
W.a at the '1111111• time an orpnisational peraon, and he aurgeetad you, 
I 414 not raapond at once, I want to llhow you now the fourth page 
of Pete• • latter that ,.,. xar1ntad to ciroulate 1nn ·without that pap 
ino1ucltcl. . You w.'l.ll aee that ha had soma pod augpationa on how to 
till the VBJI'1 fundamental loee for Bay Area it you left. I will aand 
h1m. a't the ada tillla, a copy of thia latter ao you can begin to 
d!aousa the whole question between yourselves. D:v Convention you 
will no doubt have a mora concrete idea of when it would be beat to 
move - I .olld imagine !t. woul,d be by Pall. I would want you, if 

.Jyou do malr.e that dafinit!va deoiaion, to begin uriting to lenin and 
~Anne 1n eummar. I do hope you can coma two or three d&Ya before the 

Convention opens, beoauaa I will want to diaausa 1n much poaater de­
tail aa wall aa 1n mora viaionaey forma of what the f\ltuzoa doaa hold 
tor MaiX!at-Humaniam in New York. 

; .. 

Yours, 

[. 
; 
I 
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OP IPIAS, 'lllll't llii'Uog ot nwldon, ae to Jaa'l'lt the llltrtorlo 
srlaM- ealft ... II •• -- ........ ,... .,.u .. "" u.d• .......... ,........ . 

· . Je ...., •• .QI'll. 15 INZ)IIl--... prefoUIId, U 1~ td-· 
ft8ll Mr ~~~"C, ... ._ • .,., ._, 11o-.1t _..., 1•"• of Ajrll 
11 ta ... rMi tt .. •u••llltaa .ol8_.. tw ,._. ... ,. 



May 25, 1984 

Dear Mary Joan• 

Ever aince your magnificent report on the paper to the 

final olese, you showed such a grasp of the whole expanse of 

30. years of revolutionary .1ournal18111 ae well as of the 1ntegral1tJ 

o~ its internat1ona1111111, with ita philoaophlo l'alllifications, 

that I have been thinking that you would bring to the coluan, 

Je=p World !ide, a new depth. 'l'hough at first we were MXioua 

tor it to include both Susie and Diane, that 1a the Blaot dillen­

eion, the ~aot that Diane will now be in Chicago and hae taken 

l'e11]10ne1b111ty ~or Blaot, WL, and Youth , I f'el't that you are 

.. · .. ;:,::::zl:v~~t:•:::l:::t::;::::o;:~e .. ·.·· UJ!~; 
•· .• c':c"'-·c·.··c-·. ::~,.2~,:_,L·-_;::--: -~--.,.:\-:~·: __ .. ~-··.;~~-: -·____ · · ·- -. ___ · _ -:'::.-· ...... , __ ···-·-·.·--:· ·· --;;-~-~-::···_:o>;"" 

' {':~!!"::;;:.:: ~:.,::·:: .. ~=·~ :·r.<_.-•. ! .. ' .. -:.~:.:_._.·_;···· .. ·.·:',:···,_', .. ~·-_ .. ·.,·.· .. ·.··,,.-~.~.:·~·.;····.····~ ... ·-~ .... '.·,_.;; __ •. ?:.:tJia•g"ddbn Sel!Dee•aupr which 1e quite aoapreJulnaln ln ' · ,, .. .. . '' .-. ' . . . ,' ' _, .·.· - . ' ' . -

:. 1tt~.1fttUi.ttonal ooverap and to which Jill eubaarlbee, or 'thei 
' ' - ; . ' '. . . . . ,., . ~ ; ' . ' . - - ' - ', \ - .. . . 

!J:ii.~nitt•n to .. which :teulre eubaorlllea, . the point 1e that DetrOit 
. ; _~>.~--,~~.~;t':-- _;··.:::::~!- . . • . '' . - - ' • _·_ 

\!'~T?jiJnein aany ~· a true •euboenter•. When you.alld to ~t·· · 
• ,·. YO~:Oim OreatiYe abllitlea ancl Hft8ltb1tJ iD world mtnte~ · ..• ·· . . . . ,.-.. -.. -· ., . . ' 

J~~: 1e w.; doubt 1n ay lllind that you will fulfil We.nn 

·• •· ._ .• :;~~~~~1.111"Y oreatlVely. --~ 
.. ·· . -··r --:. ·; .. -' ·- -~- . . . 

(-

· .... 

. ~- :;-_ ... 
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~ --~~.:1!. ·:': 

ui245,::\:.: 

I 



May )0, 19tl4 
Dear R 

I don:t know whe\ner the t1tla or my talk at next week's 
REB on leaderahl.P and eleotl()ns--THE SELF-, HlNKING IDEA AND THE 
DIALECTICS OF THE BOlli OF IDEAS I WHAT Id lili.W IN THE COIIO.Ii:E'T OF 
LE.AD.I!lldiiiP--slY .. dJI oae u lndloatlon or the goncreU(ooDoret.e 
lD the HesellaD 88D88 of coacrete ualyeraai) I lDteD4 develOPlDS 
aa thla J•&r'a .i'erlpect1Yea calli tor reaponalbllltleB or 
loadorablp 1n each local. 

'lou lmow trom PS on aa I kept atreaalns the Oruacian 
u1e, coatr1bUt1on, development of that moat fUndamental Karxlu 
cat.esory or fraxla that. that. wa1 preclaelJ what we trled practlc1Dio 
whether lt waa actlvltJ ln .... moYements, or 4eold1ns on a new 
local ln Obl., whether 1\ was deTeloplns that whole body ot K-H 1teaa 
or havlDI a aln&le member-at.-larse ln Clnclnnatl. The reason I 
ralae lt now 11 t.hat prax1•, a1 asalnst practice, or even outrlsht 
action, lncludea an actlvlty, the type or work that unltea oosnltlon 
w1th aot1on, whether we are talklns or the PTC, or local orsanlzer. 

Let. me slve JOU one verJ, ~ aerloua example or mlalnter­
pretatlon Ln the old J.rt. Becauae w1 put ao muoh atreaa on actlon 
and new as WI were preparlns tor lat oonvent.lon after we broke with 
SWP, we aent Grace t.• LA t.o be r~ponalble tor West coast. She, 
however, decided action wa• aot.1v1ty where t.he TendeDCJ hr.d nousl:lt, 
and San Pedro ~t t.he momeat experienced a 11llltant mas11ve atrlke, 
aae promptly declared '5hd '5hat. la where we ahould really be--1ndeed 
we all besan lsushlna at her al 1t besan t.o sound llke •aoc1al1am 
111 one 11nsle looallt7 aad r1aht on the apot--dlaresardlns all t.hat 
alae went. lnt.o aot.lvlt.y and the gopcrete at that •omen\ tor JF! 

.where !11 not. San Pedro, could produce a aew klnd ot paper llke 
the Correapondenoe we were preparing tor with lletrolt. a• t.he ho•• 
because anot.her ooncrete--worker aa edltor--wae there. So 1t. la 
not. juat the lmmedlat.e concrete, but the concrete Unlyeraal that. 1a 
at stake at eaoh year's Per1peotlvea. . 

Thla Jear'a Perepectives when the whole center 11 movinE to 
Oblcaso and not. onl7 wlll Detroit have to fend on its own a1 local. 
bUt both IX aDd tbe Bay .Area, in d1tterent. waya"l8v1n oo111111 to Cb1., 
and Hary to RX--w1ll aeed t.o ahoulder new reapona1b1l1tlea tor 
local, oraanizerablp cannot. be dealt with abltraotly but 1nd1v1duallJ, 
coacret.ely. In the case or the Bay Area, outside of Alan who 11 

.area\ as c~orsan1zer bUt not the aot1v1at., 
the way you spell that r81ponslb1llty out w1U tell. 

a whole new story tor 1t. 1• not a ___,.. a matter ot belns ordared-­
eon tar as I have alw~a been concerned, dlaclpllna 1a •1ther aelt­
d1aclpl1ne or it doesn t mean a tb1ns either tor the lndlvldual or 
the Universal--but of yolupte~r1ps. 

Do let me hear rrom you. 
lour" 



To Neda, Chairwoman Chicago WL-N&L 
(Copies to all WL-N&L Committees) 

Dear Nedaa 

October 30, 1984 

Let me begin with the most exciting feature that at the 
Iaiiie time has the most immediate ramifications in very nearly 
"ilhe same neighborhood as you live, in order to streeB the · 1 

methodology of how to read when one is doing it for concrete & universal , 
purposes , both at the same time, I'm referring to the book · 
Welkipg With, Woman Tbro!Wh Qhione History, and 1 ts t«U«t«U 
direct r8latlonehfp to you insofar as the author, Jean s. Hunt, 
o.f' the section on the "Hyde Park Tour", wllo is a "Hyde Park 
resident, .teaches u.s, history at Loop College, one of the 
Chicago City Colleges,• and who tells ue in a most uncommunicative 
title, "The P'irst Generation o.f' Academic Women", that we can :find 
two murals about women (p, 66) that "when you get to Lake Park 
Avenue, walk north one abort block.!« There, just west of the 
Illirloia Central tJnderpaas , you will find •women• s StrUjgglle' 
SC•ewhat deteriorating, this 1975 mural painte>(ld01b~;Y~111~~~;-4 expres88s tho roots o.f' the Woaen•a Liberation M ,, 
UndercroUdn Railroadt depicts Black and white women working 
together in liberation e.f':torta l!JO years ago, The mural then 
aslta ·ua to recall the experiences of Native American Indian 
women ..... 

. · .• / ' .-. 
. I 

·,I 
. I 
·• I 

i 
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;~air1i}218t:~k!d !%n~~~~;;= ~d0;;m;~;re~~~=-~~~~s; }~ow 
would ba aura to find aomething on uti anti-war and, though 
when I was a child I looked down upon thie aooial~arvioe type 
of' work, I would find enough about sweat-shop conditione and 
strikes and even anar~hiem (which in this city has a magnificent 
hiatory) to be able aomahow to connect with what we are about 
toW, And aura enough, I did, so now I want to aak our 
oomrades•who has sean the marvelous murals "deteriorating" or 
otherwiae, and immediately underlined not only "the Hyde Park 
residant, Jean s, Hunt", to try to make personal oontaot or write 
a latter to regarding a "study" you yourself are involved in, ~ 
the new book that will aeon be published? But also, Mary 
Ann Johnson , who is the administrator of the Jane Addama Hull 
House at the University of' Illinois, Chicago, Circle? And 
Marilyn A. Domer, likewise a Chicago resident"involvad in urban 
history reaaaroh with a focus on neighborhoods," who• ~ has 
a beautiful P.~oture of' Ida B, Wells and describes her fighting 
'the white IF Alfl b- talks of Lucy Parsons, and we certainly re­
viewed the book on her1 c- finally mentions Emma Goldman. 

My point 1a that right here in Chicago -- but I'm sure the 
11111118 could be tound in any oi ty - we can find new openlinga for 
us if we had a methodology. My further point is that if we 
wait tor the new book to be off the press, it will be altogether 
too ·late to first ~.at try to find plaots to review it, We 
h&vtt to create ground tor it before it ever comas off the praBI!Io 

Let ae give you one other exa~~~ple of how both to .IF , 1 prail!le 
epeoitio authors on woun'e h1Btory on4 b! Rfjitiofi about what 
they have clo11e, not in an"obstrepaoous" way ut a ply by .re-
v. ~a1.1ng. th. at we know aome'thing. that has been kept out of hiitory •... 
fhta.a, in this pal"ticular book , "IA1king Witt ~ymen Through . . 
9ftgG f.•tor¥

1 
you can uy tha what !a mae ng 18 theoretioianao 

· BOP era, and not only because, in a different period, ·it 
wae not naoeaaarily visible, but because the 1980s view still· 
dealt with it only as narrative and not as interpretation• Thll•• 
on Black sreat as it iB to bring to life Ida B, Wells, there lfer.e 
Black act! vitles that never entered into written books bl!t . are 
available as oral history, whether that concerns Negro hii11i0~ 
or radical daVelopm~t,nts from Marx to the IWW, rtr "eduoatioiiJI]; 
forums" by independent nall groupe • or for that matter,· ~ut it 
in a question• Did they know that aome of the events they 
oovereCJ had partioi'Dante who became leading thinkers? . And 
how "little Bohemia;,· here crossed over into the fBJBous Village 
in New York, in the revolutionary 1920111. 

I 

. . ·~0 s, 1r .;:; 

. ·.t.~ 
-- '.;'t~ 

p.s. rru.;:~ !dentally, we nted not only al~lll ~it t to ourselveet au.·.····o· .. ' .. h .. ,· ... ··.·.:.·.:.~>.~.·.·~.~~.· 
paapta!"ete •• Joyce Maupin's ~r ~erointa 'and .· 4 ,, 
h!r •wniW!tn• ,.. •• ,.. ....,,. to. . • ji~ 
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