Minutes ef REB jieeting, Feb, 6, 1984

Present: All but Eugene, on assignmept; Diane.as sitter~-in

Agenda: I, Organizational Report by Raya and Mike; II, N&L -- Lead
and Editorialy. IIIY, Pinances - Olpa; IV, G&w

I. Rava said she wished to begin this point on the agenda very concrete-
1¥s Sf the fivat class we had just had in Detroit, because if we .are
serious abnut Chapter 11 -- that is, 'on seeing philesophy as ground
for organization -- we have to ractice it seriously. The first REB
alter that first class has to dfscuss what it means in relation to
Marxist-Humanism as a "body of ideas”, so that any report of that clams
is not only what happened or what we must follow through on, both of
which we must certainly discuss. It is not separated from what we are
emphasizing in these class -~ what body of ideas, as unity of mental/
manual,means. And what it means that we said we will not discuss the
specific moves that are invelved in making Chicago the Center until
after the classes are completed. Even when we do discuss that, at the
end of the classes, it does not mean that the decisions as to who 'movas
or who stays where is a decision that remains forever,,. o
' ' ‘ . Raya then re-
ferred to Mike's Letter to the Locals of Jan. 31, in which he had pre=
sented two ways the locals were preparing for the classes: 1) our own
study, and 2) gaining an audience for the special first class by Raya.
Reya said she wished to add a 3rd point to thosg two -~ the conception

| - of that first clags she had given as an overview for the whole geries,

8o that whoever gives the final lecture will return to that beginning
to look at it anew,

aya sald that shé had-been impressed with What“ﬁoﬁ had‘brought .
his discussion at the firgt clags on the question of the Japan-

'R

.. 886 workérs and the attempts'to impose.the Japanese capitalist methe
- 0ds on the American workers, and would like him to develop some of ;
_ «'that in an Editorial for the .next issue ‘on the degrddation of tha -

' conditions of U.S. labor to the position of labor in the so-called::
. ‘backward lands. It would be a. different kind of Editorial, which
P has to take for granted.that everybody. already knows about all the

concessions U,S, labor has been Jorced to accept -~ what we would

want to stress is that these concessions ares ggf temporary and that:-
un

-+ they spell out the actual degtruction of the ons.




February 7, 1984

Dear Colleagues:

: You no doubt are aware. of the uniqueness of +this speci-
fic series of classes which aim to present, at one and the same time,
Marxist-Humanism as a body of ideas in which, though the trilogy of
revolution is its center-point, it is so as g unit, and therefore the

- conerate spelling-out of our body of ideas is likewise as a unit.

Which is why we included in each lecturs rsferences to both ACOT and
N&ly both individual pamphlets and the 25 Year Hietory. Because it
is of the essence, to have that pervade all classes, I, as you see
from the REB minutes enclosed, propoged that the first Lecture, as an
overview of the whole series, is what we must return to when we reach
- the last lecture. The reason this is emphasized is the whole
quegtion of methodology, and why the first lecture was named: "Dia-
lectics, dialectics, dialectics”, not for purposes of being either
repetitious or musical but in order to stress that this type of self-
developrment, self-determination, and self-reaching-into=the-future ,
changes and becomes the task for each generation to work out for it-
self from Hegel/Marx, from Lenin in the period 1914-17, to our own
Marxigt-Humanism beginning with the Second Werld War, though our con-
tribution for the period -~ the movement from practice to theory, was
2gt gagg until the masses themselves were on the historic stage in

e 19508,

It is as important not to jump to the conclusion before
you ever go through the process as it is to have an indication of it
- when it is only an embryo, This may not seem to have a concrete relas-
_%ionship to the proposed move +to Chicago, but, in fact, o have some-
one, either before the end of the classes wa o have all the answers,
_or to consider the classes so “ordinary" as to/other classes running
concurrently with it, is, to me, a double misunderstanding, as if-

" only Detroi% were involved in the move, rather than seeing that each - -- SN

and every one is involved, It is to fail to take seriously that the
- phllosophy of revolution-in-permanence as ground for organization
~ demands the practice be daily.

C ‘ - Please read careflly the REB minutes to see how Mike's
-organizational report on the activities everywhere,from our at-large

" . 'members. in Kentucky and D,C., to each and every local, developes thie

concretely. _ _

) 'ji , Qhe paper now going to press -~ for which the demdline.
.Lﬁggfpggggx_;é,w- ‘will feature a composite Iead by Eugene on Central
America and the in-pérfBon report on Nicaragua from a friend in Los

‘eles. Bob will write the Editorial on Iabor, in which the relation-

ip 0f the backward steps against U,S. workers is seen in the con-

.7 text of the conditions of the Japanese workers. You will also see in
.. the REB minutes some new ideas Suzanne presented for the WL Page.

‘ o Finally, the REB minutes also include a critical report
on owr Finances at the half-way point to the next convention, which
‘the organizer of each local will be responsible for discussing with
each local member, . .
: o , Youras,
Raya

-... PsS._Because the Contents Page for the first lecture 15'30'1mportant[  "
and there was en error in the Introductory paragraphy) e new page is - -
being run off to distribute to ail the classes. TR




Table of Contents for Lecture I

Dlalectios, Dialectics, Dialectics: Hegel, bkarx, Lenin,
and karxist~-Humanism

v~ Aintroductory
The ominous Reagan year, 1984, and his imperialist
invasion of Grenada, which we certainly must continue to opPO8e,
must not, however, make us lose sight for a minute of the fact
that the murder of Bishop came from within Grenada's own revo-
lutionary ranks., ' |

Part I1 Narx's Todayness and the Meaning of the Structure of
larxist~Humanism's Marxism gnd Freedom i the hevement
from Practice '

Part IT. The Two World Wars and the Two Great Divides in Marxiam:
Absolute as New Beginning and the 1982 Edition of

Philosophy and Revolution

It wasn't sufficient just to oppose World
War II at the moment of the Hitler-Stalin
Pacts New Emerging Forces of Reslstance and -
Revolt ' AR

A Marx's "New Moments" in his final decade leavé &
‘Trail to the 1980s, the~compulsion firom Teday's Crlses

At

..8nd our Unfinlshed Tasks make imperative a Return to ::
. : S e e peraty selrn

the: ‘Beginning, en's Liberation. gand
s . e e Al




Karch 7, 1984

, To the New York NEB:
; Dear Colleaguem

" You may or may not have thought that the REB ,
! in digcuseing the f£insl clase in Detroit, was discussing on).y
the c.ntar. But the real reason I emphasized *
; * in that paragraph of the minutes of the Feb. 29 meeting,
I wes remind everyone that the Convention this year will be
l held two months esrlier than usual, which meant that the Call
' would be issued as esarly as April 7. Put otherwige, it meant
that all the claswes ware to ond that week, since the clasus@
themeselves wers directed to he ground for the Convention's
Porspestives. Evidently that wam not a point for conaidergtion
when the New York local set its dates for the seriss. It is trw
that we allowed quite a bit of lesway to each local as to when
o,nd how they would condust the classos. But it has always been
lnclzlo that, once we have the Call for the Convention, that
_ ority over all elec. XRNNEEENXYY This has boen a
' wlmiplo not only in g t vary specifically for what be- b
B comes the Perspectives for Convention, and never more than

& for this year®s Convention, bucause nothing ahort of a move of the '

whole mm is involved.

Moving the Center does not only concern Detroit and
-Oh!.uso but tho whole ormi.nti.on and, lndnd. every 1ndiv1dul§r7

B in 1t

. Inone rupoct. without tb.lnklng of any relationship
. .40 this rwodlem, tho foct X that leotures 7 and 8 were coablned
- 4n ny outline lays the ground for my present suggostions <that '
.- those last two leoturss, indesd, be ocombined ms one. Dislestically ,
am I nede up the Sylhhus thc reason I cuunod the tw e )
-fthat the :holo qm:t%o:t of &% W 8- ir
peactice as not Just o wn '
‘ Narxist-Humsnism from

"o P " tho Connltutl.on in that
t -111 Mn the direotion for the Perspectives

Here are two alternatives that I suggest: One would
MnlmINMI?&B.youohmto T W )

instead, have two main gortor
' ' and two suppleasntary ropont. It s

up ¥ you, but undu- no cireumatances oan it be discussed as if it e
nly a New York local question or out of the context of ¢he //
for the Convention.
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